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SENATOR ROXANNE J. PERSAUD, Acting President
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, April 17, 2024, the Senate net
pursuant to adjournment. The Journal of Tuesday,
April 16, 2024, was read and approved. On
notion, the Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,
Madam Pr esi dent .

There are two privileged resol utions
at the desk. Let's take them both up
simul taneously, read their titles, and recogni ze
Senat or Manni on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2266, by
Senat or Manni on, nourning the untinely death and
paying tribute to the |ife and heroic service of
Li eutenant M chael "Hootch" Hoosock, who died in
the line of duty on April 14, 2024.

Resol uti on 2268, by Senat or Manni on,
nmourni ng the untinely death and paying tribute to
the life and heroic service of Oficer Mchael E
Jensen, who died in the line of duty on April 14,
2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Manni on on the resol utions.
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SENATOR MANNI ON: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And thank you to Majority Leader
Andrea Stewart-Cousins for bringing this
privileged resolution to the floor.

Thi s past Sunday and into
Monday norning, two nenbers of |aw enforcenent --
one the son of Central New York, the other the
son of the Mohawk Valley -- were sensel essly and
tragically gunned down in the line of duty on a
qui et street in the town of Salina just outside
of the city of Syracuse.

Their nanes are Lieutenant M chael
Hoosock, fromthe Onondaga County Sheriff's
Departnment, and O ficer Mchael Jensen, fromthe
Syracuse Police Departnent.

According to the police, the killer
used an illegally altered AR-15 rifle to take the
lives of these brave nmen. According to Syracuse
Police Chief Joe Cecile, the individual was
trying to provoke an interaction with police.

Syracuse Mayor Ben WAl sh referred to
that day as our worst nightmare cone true. [|'11
add that it is an awful rem nder that routine

police work is never routine, and police officers
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al ways shoul d have our respect and support.

In |ife, Lieutenant Hoosock and
O ficer Jensen were united by a sense of service,
by their bravery, and by their willingness to put
t hensel ves between the danger and the peopl e they
swore to keep safe. And now in death,

Madam Presi dent, they are united in making the
ultimate sacrifice for all of us.

We are devastated for the famlies,
for Lieutenant Hoosock's wife and three children,
for Oficer Jensen's famly in Rome, New York
and for their fellow |l aw enforcenent officers.

Today, school districts across
upstate New York are encouraging all to wear the
color blue in a show of support. Restaurants are
reserving an enpty table in their honor. And in
t he days ahead, we'll witness and take part in

more solem rituals. Law enforcenent from across

the state and our country will be there. The
community will be there. The vol unteer
firefighters will be there, especially the nen

and wormen fromthe Lyncourt Fire Departnent and
t he Moyers Corners Fire Departnent, where
Li eut enant Hoosock al so volunteered as a

firefighter and a paranedic.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2543

Regul ar fol ks from Rone and Cl ay and

Syracuse will line the streets. They'll salute.
Some will weep. Many are still in shock. But we
will all offer a silent and stoic final thank you

and goodbye to these heroes.

There are small gestures all around
totry to bring solace to this tragic event. The
bl ack menorial bunting that adorns the Onondaga
County Sheriff's Ofice was provided by the
Lakeside Fire Departnent. It was hung by the
Syracuse Fire Departnent. Again, just a snall
gesture anmong nany in the last few days that the
sheriff's office describes as appreciated beyond
wor ds.

Thi s out pouring of support and grief
shows the shared humanity and val ues of Centra
New York, including respecting the nen and wonen
who risk their lives every day, including today,
to protect us.

|"m proud to represent so nmany of
t hese good and decent people. M honet own paper,
the Syracuse Post Standard, reported that in the
hours after his son died, Oficer Jensen's father
had one request. It was not for hinmself. It was

for his sons, brothers and sisters in
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| aw enforcenent. O ficer Jensen's father wanted
to make sure that the police chaplain prayed with
and for his son's coll eagues who canme to his aid,
who wat ched himdie, and who will have to go out
and do their job despite their grief. He wanted
all to pray for their safety.

My heart aches for the Hoosock and
Jensen famlies and for everyone in the
| aw enforcenent conmunity. My God bl ess these
brave nen, their famlies, and all who knew and
| oved t hem

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senator Giffo on the resol utions.

SENATOR GRI FFO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| also want to thank the | eader and
Senat or Manni on and Senator May for this
resol ution today, because we cone to pay tribute
and to honor in a very solemm way, in a very
sonber time, two outstanding police officers:
Syracuse Police Departnent O ficer Mchael Jensen
and Onondaga County Sheriff Lieutenant M chael

Hoosock. They tragically lost their lives, as

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2545

you heard Senator Manni on depict, over the |ast
weekend.

Li ke all New Yorkers, |I'm
heart broken. And people across this state have a
real sense of grief and just a sense of
bewi | derment as to what happened and how it
happened.

These men were dedicated individuals
who had extraordinary lives and famlies and nmade
a difference in their community in so nany
different ways, not in only serving in their
capacity in |l aw enforcenent. They were there to
help others in time of need and truly nade
New York a better and safer place.

O ficer Jensen is a native of Rone.
Hs fam |y are ny nei ghbors -- an excepti onal
famly. And | know this is a gut-wenching |oss,
an intense grief that no parent should have to
endur e.

He had an infectious smle. He was
so nuch a part not only of the police force but
in the conmunity in which he |ived when he chose
to join Syracuse P.D. and live in Syracuse.

Presi dent Ronal d Reagan once said

"BEvil is powerless if the good are unafraid."
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O ficer Jensen and Lieutenant Hoosock were
unafraid. Good nen who put their lives on the
line, doing a job to protect and serve our
community. And there's no doubt that they are
true heroes.

They didn't run from danger. Like
all our first responders admrably do, they run
towards it, denonstrating renmarkable bravery and
courage in undertaking and fulfilling their sworn
duties and responsibilities.

We' Il always renenber these two
officers and the ultimte sacrifice that they
made. We nust remain forever grateful and find
ways to nenorialize themand the conmm tnent that
they made to continue to protect and serve this
great state and our comunities.

| pray that God provi des peace and
solace to the famlies of these fallen officers.
The days ahead will be very difficult and
challenging. And there will be great support
during the next week fromall parts of not only
this state but the nation.

It's my hope that when that ends,
and these fam lies continue to experience this

| oss and the grief, that we and others wl|
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continue to be there to support them

And again, | pray for that peace and
solace and | ask that God bless all our police,
fire and energency personnel who work so hard
each and every day. And they deserve, truly
deserve our gratitude, our respect, and our
support.

May the souls of Lieutenant Hoosock
and M chael Jensen rest in peace.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senator O'tt on the resol utions.

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank the sponsor of this
resolution for bringing it to the floor, for his
corments. | want to thank ny col |l eague
Senator Giffo for his very heartfelt coments.

It's with a heavy heart that | think
we're all here to honor, to pay tribute, to
recogni ze the sacrifice of Oficers Jensen and
Hoosock, who gave their |ives, whose |ives were
taken a couple of nights ago in Syracuse.

And it's a rem nder -- when things

like this happen, it's a rem nder of the very
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real danger that our |aw enforcenent officers
face every day. Every day the nost routine thing
can becone anything but. Every day the nost
mundane police action can beconme anything but.

And | ook at something like this
and | really think when sonmeone kills two police
of ficers, shoots two police officers, that is not
sinply an attack against |aw enforcenent. It is
an attack against all of us. It is an attack on
the very fabric of our laws, our institutions,
our society.

We debate a lot of things in this
chanber. W talk about a lot of things. W talk
about public safety, |aw and order, crim nal
justice. And rightfully so. That's -- this is
t he place where those things are discussed. But
very often when we talk about it, naturally it's
in philosophical terns. |It's political concepts,
it's governnental concepts. Wat does this nean?

For Officers Jensen and Hoosock, for
their brothers and sisters in the Syracuse Police
Departnent, for our police officers across the
state, for their famlies, these are not
concepts. These are not phil osophical talking

points or political or governnental talking
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points. This is -- they live these concepts
every single day.

And this is what public safety | ooks
like. Sadly -- sadly, our police officers are
there to put thenselves in harmis way so that a
civilian doesn't have to. And they paid with
their lives the other night. And I just hope
it's a rem nder to everybody, we can di sagree on
a lot of things, but we cannot -- there cannot be
a di sagreenent on the need for nore people |like
O ficers Jensen and Hoosock.

What they do is inportant, is
necessary to the proper functioning of any civil
society -- any state, any community. And that
their heroismand their selfless sacrifice and
their selfless service -- and Senator Mannion
actually said it | think well when he said today
there's police officers in the city of Syracuse
who knew these two nmen well, who have to go out
and do their patrol, they have to go out and do
their job to protect that community with the
heavi est of hearts. And they have to do it
di spassionately. They have to do it
professionally. And they are.

And we shoul d renmenber themright
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now as well, because they grieve -- though we may
grieve and recognize it, they will grieve many
days, many nont hs, many years after. And they
have to get up every day, put that uniformon

and continue to do that job. And they should do
so knowi ng that they have the support, at a bare
m ni mum of the elected representatives at the
state level, at the local level, and any ot her

el ected | evel of governnent.

So ny thoughts, ny heart, ny prayers
is with their famlies, it is with the people of
Syracuse. And it's a stark rem nder three police
officers have lost their lives in the [|ast
30 days here in the State of New York. And that
is not sonething that anybody here shoul d be okay
with. And it is something that we -- absolutely
shoul d serve as a rem nder of the dangerousness
and the practical realities on the street for our
men and wormren who put on that uniformto protect
us and to protect the people we serve.

So Madam Presi dent, thank you very
much for your indulgence. And again, | want to
t hank the sponsor and Senator Giffo for their
remar ks.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
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you, Senat or.

Senat or May on the resol utions.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | want to thank Senator Mannion
and all of my colleagues for their heartfelt
comments. | share the boundl ess grief of ny
whol e community over this tragic night of -- of
terror, really. And ny heart is with the
famlies of Lieutenant Jensen and Deputy Hoosock,
with their |aw enforcenment famlies.

Foll owing up with what Senator Ott
said, what stays in my mind is the inage of at
| east a hundred police officers dropping
everyt hing and going straight to the hospital
when they heard about this, and just bearing
Wi t ness together as the bodi es were brought
there. And -- and sone of themsaid things |ike
"No one el se understands. W need to be together
at this noment because we are the -- this is the
life that we | ead, and nobody else really
understands what it is like to get up every day
and take this kind of risk."

It was the first tine in 30 years

that a Syracuse police officer was killed in the
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line of duty. But it's a threat that hangs over

t heir heads every day.

And | join ny colleagues in saying
we -- | nmean, | wouldn't have the kind of courage
that they have to -- when called upon, to run

toward a dangerous situation the way they do.
And | honor them for these two, but all of our
police officers for taking that on, for being
there, for stepping forward, even -- this was
just a routine traffic stop, they thought at the
begi nni ng.

And both of these nmen were known to
be peopl e who woul d drop anything and just do
what needed to be done. And in this case, both
of them had done that. And it is a character
of -- a quality of character that is remarkabl e
and honorable. And | just send all of ny best
wi shes to their famlies and their |aw
enforcenent fam |y, because our entire community
grieves with them

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

The question is on the resol utions.

Al'l those in favor please signify by saying aye.
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(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol utions are adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
| know Senator Mannion would like to open both
t hese resol utions for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: There will be an
i mredi ate nmeeting of the Commttee on Rules in
Room 332, and the Senate will stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

The Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 12:09 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
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12:14 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: There is a
report of the Rules Conmittee at the desk.

Pl ease take that up

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bills:

Senate Print 8145, by
Senat or Kennedy, an act to amend the
Local Finance Law,

Senate Print 9083, by
Senat or Krueger, an act naking appropriations for
t he support of governnent.

Both bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al
those in favor of accepting the Rules Cormittee

report, signify by saying aye.
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(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
report of the Rules Conmittee is accepted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he suppl enental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
839, Senate Print 8145, by Senator Kennedy, an
act to anend the Local Finance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
a home-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 9852 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 9083, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 840.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
840, Assenbly Print Number 9852, by
Assenbl ynmenber Wei nstein, an act naking
appropriations for the support of governnent.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity and appropriation at the
desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
a nmessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nmessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al

those in favor of accepting the nessage of
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necessity signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
nmessage i s accept ed.

The Secretary will read the | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

Excuse ne. Actually, in relation to
Cal endar 840, voting in the negative:
Senat or Hel m ng.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the

readi ng of the cal endar.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

So for the remai nder of the day
we're going to first break for party conferences
to begin conferencing the initial budget bills
that are nowin print. W wll be returning to
pass those bills later today and continue the

wor k as necessar Y.

So the Senate for now will stand at
ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 12:16 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at

3:07 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
there will be an i medi ate neeting of the

Fi nance Commttee in Room 332.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the

Fi nance Conmittee in Room 332.
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SENATCR G ANARI S: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 3:07 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
3:19 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: There's a report
of the Finance Comm ttee at the desk.

Pl ease take that up

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the
following bills:

Senate Print 8305C, Budget Bill, an
act to anmend the Penal Law,

Senate Print 8308C, Budget Bill, an
act to anend Part PP of Chapter 54 of the Laws of
2016;

Senate Print 8309B, Budget Bill, an
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act to anmend the Tax Law.

Al bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Finance Conmttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al
those in favor of accepting the report of the
Fi nance Comm ttee, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
report of the Finance Committee is accepted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he suppl enental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
a substitution at the desk

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Fi nance, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8805C and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bil

8305C, Third Readi ng Cal endar 841.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
841, Assenbly Bill 8805C, Assenbly Budget Bill,
an act to anmend the Penal Law.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
a nmessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nmessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al
those in favor of accepting the nessage of
necessity please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,

nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
nmessage i s accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.
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The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
842, Senate Print 8308C, Senate Budget Bill, an
act to anend Part PP of Chapter 54 of the Laws of
2016.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
a nmessage at the desk

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nmessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al
those in favor of accepting the nessage pl ease
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,

nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
nmessage i s accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
843, Senate Print 8309B, Senate Budget Bill, an
act to amend the Tax Law.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
a nmessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nessage of necessity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al
those in favor of accepting the nessage of
necessity please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,

nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
nmessage i s accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

Senator G anari s.
SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's nove on to

t he controversial cal endar, please.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Let's start with
843, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
843, Senate Print 8309B, Senate Budget Bill, an
act to anmend the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
O Mar a.

SENATOR O MARA: " msorry,
Madam Presi dent, | thought we had one nore bill
to | ay aside.

Through you, Madam President, if
Senat or Krueger would yield for a few questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
will you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, do we
have a conpl ete budget in print yet?

SENATOR KRUECGER: No, we do not.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
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Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: W have three
budget bills in print before us today that are
alive, with nessages of convenience fromthe
Governor, and we did one budget bill already with
the debt. That | eaves six other budget bills, by
my count, that are not yet in print. [Is that
correct?

SENATOR KRUECGER: That is correct.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam Presi dent, if Senator Krueger will continue
to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Do we have any

appropriation bill as part of this budget that's
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in print yet?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, we do not.
W are only looking at Article VII bills today.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or Krueger
you say we just have Article VII bills before us
today. But Article VII bills direct how the
noney that's going to be appropriated is to be
spent, is that right?

SENATOR KRUEGER: That's a good
description, yes.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam Presi dent, if Senator Krueger woul d
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Earlier this week,
on Monday -- and we're now Thursday, | believe --
just about the same tine of day, the Governor
canme out with an announcenent that there was a
budget agreenent. Then the | eaders cane out and
said, Well, not conpletely. And then we've been
in linbo since then.

Can you tell us at this point, since
there's six bills that aren't in print, what's
still open, what's not resolved, and where we're
going with those?

SENATOR KRUEGER: It seens to
change every few mnutes, so | actually can't.

Al though | amled to believe that we are down to
a tiny nunber of issues.

And that | believe, unlike when the
Governor did her press conference as a surprise
to us the other day, that | think the Governor
and both | eaders would say, if they were here on
the floor, that we are cl ose enough to be
confident that we will have six additional budget
bills ready to go tonorrow.

And with any luck -- and that's up

to you and both sides here -- we will actually be

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2568

able to debate those and pass those tonorrow or

Sat urday norning and then be conplete for the

budget .

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam Presi dent, through you, if the
Senator will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: So we're four days
now post the Governor announci ng the budget
agreenent that still isn't finalized yet. And
now we have before us three budget bills that are
in print that were available to us and the public
at sone point this norning. So the public and us
on the Mnority side of the house get |ess than
12 hours of review on this, after four days of
t he Governor announci ng an agreenent.

So why are we rushing this through
on such short notice to the citizens of New York
State and, you know -- probably to a | esser
concern to your side of the aisle -- us?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So | can't
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possi bly explain why the Governor announced it
was all done on Monday, because we didn't ever
believe it was. So you would have to ask her why
it wasn't done on Monday when she said it was.

As far as where we are now, | think
|"m being as truthful as | can be that we are
al nost there and we are pretty damm confident we
could get all of the budget done by Saturday
nor ni ng.

As to the public, I think those
three bills went in last night, not this norning.
| just want to double-check. AmI right, did the
three bills that we're dealing with today go in
| ast night?

Past mdnight. So technically you
can say this norning. That's fine.

And you're right, I would prefer if
people had nore tine to review it, including ny
side of the aisle. But just the other day
several of your coll eagues were conpl ai ni ng about
the fact that we were |late and they were very,
very frustrated we were | ate.

So to be honest, | think nost of us
m ght agree it's good to get the budget done now,

because we are late. And we are concerned, as
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you poi nted out yourself the other day, that the
school boards need this infornmation.

And so while not a perfect system --
and it's never been as long as |'ve been here --
t hat probably our best path at this nonment in
history is to ask our questions, get our answers,
deci de whether we're voting up or down, and nove
this budget to conpletion.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President, if the Senator wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Speaki ng of
education budgets and the need to get the budget
done, where are the school runs?

SENATOR KRUEGER: W're
doubl e-checking. W don't think we have new ones
based on the final budget agreenent. But if
staff are listening and they have a better
answer, they will make sure | correct nyself.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
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Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: So we're starting
this budget process with six-tenths of it not
being in print, no appropriation bills being in
print. And the really, in a lot of our opinions,
nost inmportant reason for getting it done on tine
i s because schools need to set their budgets to
get in front of the voters by the m ddle of My,
and | think they have to have that wapped up by
April 23rd, just five days fromnow, so they can
get mlitary ballots in the mail

Yet we're proceedi ng without having
t he school runs before us. So wouldn't it be
prudent for us to wait for at |least that?

SENATOR KRUEGER: W' re not passing
t he educati on appropriation budget today. So
it's a relevant question, but perhaps a nore
rel evant question for tonmorrow, when | am

optimstic we will have that budget | anguage.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2572

And clearly | agree that we should have the
school -run information by then as well.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or Krueger

t he Governor's Executive Budget cane out, |

bel i eve, at approximately $233 billion, which was
| think somewhere in the range of 4 billion nore
than | ast year's budget. |Is that basically
accurate?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Last year's
budget, yes.

SENATOR O MARA: Yup

And t hrough you, Madam President, if
the Senator will continue to yield.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: And then in
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response to the Governor's Executive Budget

rai sing spending by 4 billion, the one-house, the
Senat e budget resolution in response to the
Executive, raised spending an additional

$13.4 billion over the Governor's proposal.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | don't have ny
one- house materials with ne today, but | think
that that is correct.

Yes. Yes, | have a staff person who
agrees. Yes.

SENATCR O MARA: Excell ent. Thank
you.

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Now, as -- | guess
the last we heard in the Governor's announcenent
on Monday that the final budget was going to be
$237 billion, another 4 billion on top of what
t he Governor proposed. So she added four.

The Legi sl ature has now cone to an
agreenent with -- apparently, maybe not

conpletely -- with the Governor to rai se another
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$4 billion.

So we're raising spending $8 billion
year to year?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So the anount
t hat she went up, plus the anobunt we believe is
the final nunber to be voted on when we get to
appropriation bills tonmorrow -- we don't have the
final nunbers yet.

So we can agree that is what the
Governor said, but we cannot agree that we know
that those are the final nunbers.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: So, Senator, at
this point -- stage in the budget, with
six-tenths of the bills not having been printed
yet or even finally agreed to, do you have a
financi al plan overview of this budget?

SENATOR KRUECGER: W will have that
t omorrow before we nove appropriation bills.

But because of the few things that
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are holding up the conpl etion of negotiations, we
coul d not develop a financial plan to give our
col | eagues tonight -- this afternoon or tonight.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Can you tell us,
Senator, in the roughly 8 billion increase in
spending that's yet to be finalized, what the
sources of that spending is, that $8 billion
increase? |Is it fromreserves? 1|s it increased
taxes? Is it just growh in general revenue?

SENATOR KRUEGER: It's a
conbination. |It's certainly the -- we recogni zed
that we had revenues conming in at a higher rate
than originally expected when the Governor put
out her Executive Budget.

Vell, we did the 1.4 billion and the
revenue consensus, so we got sone there. W nmde

sone reductions in the Governor's Executive
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Budget, some increases. W did not increase any
| arge taxes significantly. But again, |I'm
unconfortable trying to go down a list that |
don't have in front of ne yet because it's not
finalized until tonorrow.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam Presi dent, if Senator Krueger will continue
to yield.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Since we didn't
i ncrease any significant taxes significantly, if
that's the way you phrased it --

SENATOR KRUECGER: That was a bad
sentence, wasn't it? | take that back. W
really didn't do any significant tax increases in
t hi s budget.

SENATOR O MARA: Ckay.

Through you, Madam President, if the
Senator will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Can you general
outline for us what tax increases have been
approved that aren't in print yet?

SENATOR KRUEGER: W don't have
tax increases that aren't in print yet.

SENATOR O MARA: Thr ough you,
Madam President, if the Senator would vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: kay. | don't
know i f you wanted to anmend that answer. But
next one is what tax increases do we have in
print at this point.

SENATOR KRUEGER: There's sone
m ni mal changes that are in the rev bill that
theory we're on right now, the revenue bill.
we have sonme changes in licensing, tax rate on
cigars, sone changes -- there are no actual
increases in this bill. Thank you.

SENATOR O MARA: Thr ough you,

Madam President, if the Senator will yield.

ly

any

t he

in

So
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: It was ny

understanding, at |east, there was an increase on

small cigars of 5 cents per cigar. | don't know

if that's in the revenue bill or one of the other

bills. 1 think it's in the revenue bill.
(Pause.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: Perhaps it's
because | don't snoke cigars, but apparently we
are changi ng how we present the | anguage on the
small cigar tax. But it's actually not a change
in the rate or an increase. (Pause.)

W're tying it to the cigarette
increase fromlast year, but we're not actually
increasing the rate for cigars? (Pause.)

| don't think this will satisfy you,
because I'mstill confused. But it's being
expl ained to me that we changed the cal cul ation
of how we collect the small cigar tax. But it's
basically equal to what we did with the cigarette

tax. You're shaking your head yes or no -- good,
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haven't ruined it yet.

And that therefore does change how
we collect the tax, but it does not actually
i ncrease the tax.

Is that a fair statement? Have |
done that right? You can talk to him afterwards.
He's nuch smarter on this than | am

SENATOR O MARA: | don't need to
bel abor any nore tinme on the small cigar tax that
| believe is an increase in effect of about
5 cents per cigar. Call that substantial, cal
it unsubstantial, insignificant, whatever. But
it's a tax increase nonethel ess.

| guess on the bill, | guess,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Thank you, Senator Krueger.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
O Mara on the bill.

SENATOR O MARA: You know, we're
here with six-tenths of the budget not in print.
Clearly it's been stated that there is no
final-final agreenent. A |lot of |oose ends.
Maybe not a lot, but there are | oose ends on
this.

Yet we're being asked to proceed on
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voting on Budget Article VII bills today, three
of themin front of us, on |less than 15 hours
notice to the public and to the Mnority on the

| anguage of these three bills that are in front
of us. Six other bills that aren't even in print
yet. This budget is not ready to be voted on.

W' ve al ready passed one part before
the end of the last nonth to agree to pay our
debt service, which is extrenely inportant for
our creditors. But in that there was included
about an $8 billion increase in anticipated debt
that we're going to approve in this budget at
some point. W don't know what that nunber is.
That bill's already been passed, so we've agreed
to pay those bills when they conme due. And we
shoul d continue to pay the bills that are due and
owi ng to this point.

But the rest of the budget is not in
the print. There's not one appropriation bill in
print, yet we're proceeding to vote on three
Article VI1 bills that outline in three major
areas -- nore than three najor areas of
government on how the revenues are to be spent.
No appropriations, no dollar amounts. This is

absolutely no way to be doing a budget in the
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great State of New York.

Frankly, | find it enbarrassing that
we're at this stage and being asked to vote on a
budget when six-tenths of it haven't been
printed. Just based on that alone, at this
juncture | encourage a no vote.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senator Borrello.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam President. | have questions on the revenue
bill Part T, as in Tom

SENATOR KRUECGER: Cannabis. Cur
favorite topic.

SENATOR BORRELLO Exactly.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, happily.

SENATOR BORRELLO W' re back at
it. Thank you. Through you, Madam Presi dent.

So | see that this is calling for a
reduction in the tax on nedical marijuana, from
7 percent to 3.15 percent. This is probably the
only place that New York State is actually
garnering revenue frommarijuana. So can you

tell us why we're having this reduction?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Because it's the
only nedi cal product we tax in New York State
and many peopl e have been very concerned that we
recogni ze cannabi s as havi ng nedi cal val ue,
doctors prescribe it, but it's taxed.

So sone people wanted us to
conpletely zero out the sales tax on cannabi s,
but instead we went with a decision to renove the
state level of sales tax and allow the counties
to continue theirs, although they could choose to
reduce theirs also if they w sh.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So with that
bei ng said, do we know what this is going to cost
the State of New York as far as |ost revenue?

SENATOR KRUECGER: An estimated
$4 million loss in sales tax.

SENATOR BORRELLO Four mllion,

okay.
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Madam Pr esi dent, does the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So you expl ai ned
why the reduction in this, but New Yorkers are
already losing a |lot of noney on marijuana here.
Sol'dlike to actually nove to Part L, the
potency tax, if that's okay.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

SENATOR BORRELLO So | know the
i dea was to do sonething that no other state had
done before, which is to tax -- have taxes based
on the potency, the anount of THC, in marijuana.
But that's not being changed.

Can you expl ain why?

SENATOR KRUECGER: So when we first
passed the MRTA Law, then Governor Cuono thought
t he potency tax would be a great approach. There
were a couple of other states who said they were
al so going to do this.

| actually never thought it was a
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great idea, but we put it into law, and then
we' ve wat ched as ot her states have wal ked away
fromit because it's so difficult to actually
appropriately calculate and has had quite a few
ot her probl ens.

So there were national researchers
on tax nodels who all concluded this wasn't a
good idea and we were never really going to gain
t he revenue we had hoped that way, but we were
confusing a |l ot of the businesses in the
i ndustry.

So we wal ked away fromthe potency
tax and went to an alternative nodel, which is a
nore traditional approach. And | think we don't
expect to actually lose revenue. It's a
revenue- neutral change.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO | absolutely

agree with you. You know, |'ve spoken with the
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folks in the industry and this was, you know,
dooned fromthe beginning, fromwhat it sounds
like. So | actually appreciate that that change
i s happeni ng.

That bei ng said, you know, we are
still inthe -- | would say by npbst accounts we
have really failed in the rollout of recreational
marijuana. W've had projections that we' ve
m ssed every single year since the | egalization
under the MRTA. So what -- how nmuch is being
projected in this budget as revenue, tax revenue,
on recreational nmarijuana?

SENATOR KRUEGER: One m nute.
(Pause.)

W're estimating 70 mllion in tax
revenue from cannabis this year.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

So | know the original projection
was, you know, by now it would be roughly

$300 million this -- you know, by this budget
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year, based on what we were told three years ago.
So we're nowat 70 mllion. W've yet to
actually neet a target fromany -- even the

| oner ed expectations from previous years, as far
as | know.

So what makes us think we're going
to -- with still this proliferation of illegal
weed all over the state, how are we going to neet
that $70 mllion target? What's it based on?

SENATOR KRUEGER: The good news is
when you | ook at why we're behind where we all
hoped we would be -- well, not all of us hoped.
Sonme of us never thought we should have done
this, | think you -- but where sonme of us thought
we would be. We didn't realize, one, we would be
trapped in frankly annoyance | aw cases all over
the state that prevented us from noving forward
wi th |icensing.

So hence we were sl owed down in
being able to provide licenses for conpanies to
open, which hence decreased the anmount of tax
revenue, because we weren't able to have the
sal es because we didn't have the stores and
conpani es because we had these | awsuits.

It seens |ike we have gotten past
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the problens of the lawsuits, though people stil
seemto file them Apparently it's just they're
just not anything we need to worry about too
much.

So we are speeding up the numnber of
licenses we are giving out in all categories
wi thin legal cannabis, and that will increase
busi ness, which will increase tax revenue. And
we are -- not in this bill, but in any other
bill -- significantly increasing the ability of
| aw enforcenent to close down illegal shops which
have been popping all over the state like
mushroons. |s than an okay pun? |[|'mnot sure
it's a pun.

SENATOR BORRELLO (I naudi bl e.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: And with -- okay.

Wth the changes we are naking, we

believe that there will be far fewer illega
stores and people will be able to shift to buying
| egal because there will be licensed, |egal
stores.

So yes, no question about it, this
has taken far |onger than we hoped. And yet |'m
very optimstic about the com ng year for tax

revenue and for a change in the nodel.
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SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

You know, we've had this debate
before, and | want to thank Senator Krueger for
al ways engagi ng on this.

The only place where we're actually
maki ng revenue is actually nedical marijuana, and
now we're going to reduce that. Four mllion
dollars m ght not sound like a | ot of nobney, but
agai n, our budget is nade up of lots of little
revenues, really, to create the revenue that we
need.

But nore inportantly, marijuana has
been a net negative for New York State taxpayers.
That's the bottomline. Overall, we have spent
nore noney than we've nade, and there doesn't
appear to be an end in sight right now.

We're going to bail out the
marijuana farmers -- which | agree with and |
support. But we have gone so far down this road
that we're just -- there's no end in sight. This

has becone a bl ack hole for revenue.
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So New York State is going to
continue now to go down that road of |osing nore
revenue on this product that has now been
proliferating illegally everywhere. There's not
atowm in this state that doesn't have sone kind
of an illegal pot shop operation because of the
way we | egalized recreational marijuana.

So it's going to be a long tine for
the liability and the cost of marijuana
exceeds -- or actually is not exceeded by the
revenue. A very, very long time. And this year
isn't going to be the year.

So thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Hel m ng.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. A quick question, if the
sponsor will yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
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Senat or Krueger.

So | just wanted to get a little
nore information. |'mseeking a little nore
clarity on your response to one of
Senator Borrello's questions. It had to do with
t he revenue that hasn't been realized fromthe
cannabi s sal es because of all the del ays.

So we haven't made our projected
revenues. And when asked why, | believe part of
your response was because of a nunber of
annoyance | aw cases, lawsuits. And | have to
ask, do you consider a |awsuit brought forward by
di sabl ed veterans who were discrimnated agai nst
as an annoyance? People who have served this
country, put their life on the line, that's an
annoyance?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. W did not discrimnate agai nst
di sabl ed veterans, and they have been getting
| i censes.

And | have docunents submtted by
| ar ge nunbers of disabled veterans who did get
| i censes who pointed out this lawsuit was brought
by a front conpany claimng that they were

bringing it on behalf of disabled veterans, and
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t hey were not.

In fact, each of the lawsuits pretty
much foll owed the sane story. It's large
nati onal conpani es who want to nake sure
New York's nodel doesn't work so that they can
actually take over all the businesses in
New Yor k. Conpani es havi ng people front that
they are X or Y or Z which they are not. And
t hose have been confirmed through the outcones in
the lawsuits.

So | do not feel that we
di scri m nated agai nst di sabled veterans fromthe
State of New York naking applications who were
Iicensed, and who cane forward to say exactly
that. And at |east in one of the case
interviews, the conpanies who were actually
funding the lawsuit admitted that they were
sinply using this as a front and this wasn't a
real issue.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Hel m ng on the bill.

SENATOR HELM NG | just want to

say that | stand with our disabled veterans. |
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support them 100 percent. | feel that tine and
time again here in this state, in this chanber,
that we will put crimnals ahead of people |ike
our veterans.

And | do not agree with the
sentinent that those veterans from New York State
who brought this lawsuit forward were the front
for anyone el se.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Tedi sco.

SENATCR TEDI SCO Wul d the Senat or
yield --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR TEDI SCO. -- for a
guestion?

SENATOR KRUECGER: | believe that
Senator Serrano would like to take these
guestions because it's relating to parks. |Is
t hat correct?

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Serrano, do you yield?

SENATOR SERRANG, Yes
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. |'ve talked to
Senat or Krueger, and we agree that probably
Senator Serrano -- |I'mthe ranker on his
Commi ttee on Parks and Recreation.

Senat or, or both Senators, all ny
col | eagues, this is an inportant day today from
an action that took place yesterday for a famly
and for a young nine-year-old child and for the
Capital Region, actually, for the conviction of
an individual, a 49-year-old individual who was
convi cted of abducting one of our nine-year-old
children fromny district, fromthe 44th
Senatorial District, froma beautiful park, one
of our state parks, Moreau State ParKk.

And very proud to say that
Judge Murphy from Saratoga, under some very
difficult laws we have now in the crim nal
justice system sentenced himto 49 years today.

And exactly what happened was this
young | ady went to the park with her famly and
had her bike with her, was recreating there, they
were having a good tinme. She was riding around

the park. She said, | want to take one nore ride
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by nyself -- she was riding with her famly and
sone of the other kids -- and | want to take one
nore ride around the park nyself.

Ckay. She did. That was a m st ake,
because she didn't conme back after she took off.

| medi ately the parents called. An
Amber Alert went out. Chaos in the comunity.

Vol unteers went out. Law enforcenent went out,
did everything they could to track her down in
t he i medi acy that you need when sonething |ike
this happens. As chairman in the past of the
Task Force on Child Abduction and M ssing
Chi I dren, | understand, |aw enforcenent
understands a day, a day and a half, two days is
too long not to find a clue or not to find the
perpetrator or not to find soneone who is

m ssing. Very bad outcone if you go past naybe
half a day or a day or into two days.

It was into two days we hadn't found
this young lady. Fortunately, this abductor nade
a mstake. He went to the hone of this young
girl, put a note there, a ransomnote. There was
a law enforcenent official parked there who got
the ransom note, found the fingerprints, and

tracked down this individual, found the young
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girl -- who unfortunately was abused -- in a
closet in the hone. Arrested him we got her
back safely.

| imediately, within days, called
the State Parks departnment. Let me ask you
something. Do you have canmeras in parks in
New York State as people enter, go into the parks
or | eave the parks? |'mnot necessarily talking
about caneras in every tree when people are
SW nmi ng or picnicking, but going in, com ng out.

| said because under this abduction,
i ndi vidual drove into the park, grabbed her, with
her bi ke, got her into the car. Because they
know every techni que psychologically. Many tines
they don't even have to physically abduct the
child, they can find the tricks of psychol ogi cal
maneuvering, and drove out.

| said, if we had a canera there,
you m ght have even seen her in the car, but
certainly m ght have gotten a |license plate.

Didn't have it. Two weeks later, we
had caneras in Mreau Park.

But | realized something. Al the
abductors, all the dangers, all the violence, al

the crimes which take place in the over 200 or
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nore state parks and recreational facilities --
they don't all take place in Mireau Park. Every
constituent, every Senator, every Assenbl yperson
who has a park in his or her district deserves
t hose caneras to be able to track down an
i ndi vi dual who m ght be perpetrating sonme of
t hese crines.

| have to tell you, ironically, |ast
week -- | bring a lot of groups in, classes.
had a fourth-grade class here with ne. Took a
picture, talked to them --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Tedisco, if I may interrupt you for one second.
Are you on the bill, or are you asking the
Senat or a question?

SENATOR TEDI SCO. No, |'m asking
hima question. |I'mtrying to --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Because
he's trying to figure what's the question.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. "' mgoing to get
to the question. |Is there atinme limt | have?
| don't know.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: No. W
weren't sure if you were on the bill or asking a

guesti on.
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SENATOR TEDI SCO. No, | said
wanted himto rise for a question. Ws that
confusing to you?
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Yeah.
(Laughter.)
SENATOR TEDI SCO It was confusing?
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Because

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Ckay.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: €]
ahead.

So, Senator, he's asking a question.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Yes.

So | had a fourth-grade class there.
What happened was the Conmi ssioner of Education
was there with his daughter, at the fourth-grade
class. He canme up to nme: Senator Tedisco, that
i dea you have about caneras in the parks, | want
you to know -- this is what he said to ne, as |I'm
going to ask the question. He said, W're going
to do a third of those canmeras and we're going to
do license-plate readers and we're going to do
expanded parks |aw enforcenent to patrol the
parks. W're going to do a third this year,

we're going to do a third next year, and we're
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going to do a third the foll ow ng year.

My question is, is there funding in
t he budget, in this part of the budget, for that?
And how much is it? O is it in another spot?

SENATOR SERRANC Thr ough you
Madam Presi dent. Thank you very nuch, ny
col | eague, for that question.

The Executive in -- Governor Hochul
in her Executive Budget proposal, allocated
$53 mllion for park security. Parks
Comm ssi oner -- then Parks Conm ssioner Eric
Kul l eseid said in his testinmony before us in
February that that $53 mllion would be there for
enhanced security, including cameras and fences.

We in our Senate one-house budget

accepted that proposal. | don't believe that
that particular bill is conplete yet. But as far
as we're concerned -- we're waiting on final

si gn-of f.

But as far as we were concerned in
our one-house, we were supportive of that
allocation. And it is ny hope and intention that
the final budget will contain that $53 nmillion
for the issues which you speak of, which of

course the comm ssi oner nentioned and we
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accept ed.

In addition to that, we have al so
accepted additional funding for Park Police, for
addi tional Park Police throughout the State of
New Yor k.

So again, security is very inportant
in our beloved state parks. As you know, we are
in our centennial year. [It's a very inportant
m | estone for our state parks. W all use them
we all care deeply about them and we want to
make sure that we have a safe experience when we
go to visit them

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you.

WI1l the gentlenman yield for another
guesti on.

SENATOR SERRANG, Sure. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. So when t hat
finally -- 53 mllion, did you say?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

SENATOR TEDI SCO -- cones through,
do you know what part of the budget that will be
reflective of ?

SENATOR SERRANG, It will be in the
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budget bill that has parks capital. W wll find
that there once that's all conplete.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate
is -- oh, Senator Rhoads.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you. Thank
you, Madam President. WII| the sponsor yield to
a questi on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: "1l do ny best.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senat or Krueger. | appreciate that.

Referring to Part Il in the budget.

SENATOR KRUEGER: W're on the
revenue Article VII bill?

SENATCOR RHOADS: Never mind, |'Il
sit down. Thank you, Madam President.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you very
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much.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: You're
wel cone.

Ckay, I'Il ask again. |Is there any
ot her Senator wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is

cl osed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we've agreed to restore this bill to the

noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
is restored to the noncontroversial cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ranbs to explain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you.

You know, this past Monday was
Tax Day. It should be celebrated as a patriotic

occasion where we all fulfill our part of the
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social contract to nmake sure we live in a society

wi th paved streets and nodern infrastructure,
wel | -resourced school s and hospitals, a
conprehensive care network fromcradle to grave,
21st-century public transit.

And instead, this past Tax Day
enphasi zed that our econony is out of whack.
Wiile one in four of New York City's children
live in poverty, New York's billionaires' wealth
reached a staggering $725 billion. Most people
can't even conprehend how rmuch noney a billion
dollars is, let alone over $700 billion. So |
want to put it into sone perspective.

I f you could save $100, 000 a year,
it would take you 70,000 years to save
$7 billion. [If you could save $10, 000 every
single day, then it would only take you
1,918 years to save $7 billion. Now multiply
that by a hundred.

This is wealth beyond conprehensi on.

It's wealth being built off the backs of people
who risk losing everything if they face an
unprecedented expense. It is wealth nmade with
the help of firefighters, police, teachers and

infrastructure we pay for.
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The patriotic thing, the responsible
thing would be for these billionaires to pay
their fair share. | can't believe that their
quality of life would dimnish if they had a
collective net worth of only $625 billion instead
of $725 billion.

But that noney would make a worl d of
difference for New York's children. W could
nove fam lies out of shelters, fully fund
uni versal childcare, bolster our heal thcare
infrastructure, and make education free from
pre-K to CUNY and SUNY. All these investnents in
our children would end up paying for thensel ves
in our safety and our prosperity.

Failing to tax billionaires fairly
is a failure of |eadership and responsibility
that will continue to push working famlies out
of our state.

| vote nay.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ranbs to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Martins to explain his vote.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| toorise to vote no on this bill.
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You know, |'ve heard a |ot of
expl anati ons over the |ast week, some going so
far as to say that this bill in particular, but
this budget actually creates affordability in
New York State. It actually has been cl ai ned,
Madam President, that by spending $8 billion nore
year over year that we're going to nake New York
State nore affordabl e

Let that sink in. That we here in
Al bany, by spending $8 billion nore -- which, by
the way, we don't produce, we take it out of
peopl e' s pockets, whether it's businesses or
i ndividuals -- that by spending $8 billion nore,
that this state is nore affordable.

There's a termfor that.
Madam Presi dent and ny col | eagues, there's a term
for that. 1It's called gaslighting. Were you
tell people sonething and you try and convi nce
them against their own better judgnent, that
there's sonething going on. And in this case
there is. W are taxing and spending this state
into oblivion. And for anyone to suggest that by
spendi ng nore that sonehow we're maeking the state
nore affordable, it's alie

| vote no.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Martins to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 843, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza,
Martins, Mattera, Murray, Oberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Palunbo, Ranpbs, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 37. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Next up let's go
to Cal endar 842, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
842, Senate Print 8308C, Senate Budget Bill, an
act to anend Part PP of Chapter 54 of the Laws of
2016.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent, |
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bel i eve there's an anmendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Ashby.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent
Accordingly, | appeal the ruling of the chair and
ask that you recogni ze Senator Ashby to be heard
on that appeal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or Ashby may be heard.

Senat or Ashby.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to appeal the ruling of the
chair. The proposed amendnment is germane to the
bill at hand because the bill at hand extends and
i ncreases energy taxes agai nst ratepayers. And
nmy amendrment woul d give thema tax credit to
of fset the increase in their energy bills.

New Yorkers are living through a
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time of tremendous econom c insecurity and
uncertainty. Inflation is hitting their wallets
in every direction, fromthe grocery store to the
light switch. In atine where living in this
state is incredi bly expensive, we as a

| egi sl ature shoul d be doi ng everythi ng possible
to take aimat nmaking people's lives easier.

The amendnent | have proposed wil |l
give ratepayers a tax credit against the
i ncreases they have been seeing on their electric
bills. The PSC approved rate hikes | ast year
that are costing ratepayers an extra 9 percent on
their utility bills now, with additional rate
hi kes to cone.

When peopl e get these bills and see
how much it is costing themjust to keep the
lights on, it's a gut punch. Famlies sitting
around the kitchen table don't have access to
bond i ssuance to defray the cost like the state
does. They don't have the option of going and
rai sing noney fromothers or borrow ng endl essly.
They have to make choi ces about how they wil|
spend what little extra noney they may have.

It's time to do the right thing by

themand to put a little bit of that noney that
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the state is forcing themto pay back in their
own pockets.

For these reasons, | strongly urge
you to reconsider your ruling.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: A show
of hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 19.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Senat or Ashby.

SENATOR ASHBY: W11l the sponsor
rise for a few questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. [|'m asking a question regarding
Part MM subpart B. Are --

SENATOR KRUEGER: The prenatal care
section?

SENATOR ASHBY: Oh, | thought we
were on TED

SENATOR KRUEGER: The category's
wWr ong.

| believe Senator Gonzal ez would
i ke to answer these questions.

SENATOR ASHBY: Ckay.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Senat or Conzal ez.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Gonzal ez, do you yield?

SENATOR GRI FFO Yes. Through you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: This is regarding
Al, correct? Just so we're on the sane page.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.
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SENATOR ASHBY: Al'l right.

Are there penalties for a canpaign
or PACthat fails to disclose Al in politica
conmuni cati on?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Yes, you would be liable if you
were circul ati ng deep-fake content around a
speci fic candi date or el ection.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, will the sponsor yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: Can you provide
nore detail on what the penalties are?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

Through you, Madam President, this
bill is incredibly inportant because, as we've
seen, there's been a rise in the nunber of
deep fakes and m sinformation around our
el ections. So in order to protect the integrity
of our elections, we've nmade sure that any

content that is deened to be deep fake -- which
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nmeans essentially |eading the voters to believe
t hat somet hi ng happened that didn't happen --
that the victimof that would have innmedi ate
relief. Right?

So they would have the ability to
make sure that the content is renoved. And then
whoever put up that content would then be liable
for what they've put up.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, would the Senator yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: Can you provide
nore detail on a penalty, other than being
l'i abl e?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thr ough you,
Madam President. So in the case that a person is
the victimof a deep fake, they would notify
what ever platformit is on, have it inmediately
removed -- and that is because of the work that
we've done on this bill. And then once that

happens, they have the choice to nove forward
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with a |l egal proceeding, an injunction.

And so once you go through the |ega
proceedi ng, what we've also done in this bill is
ensure that the costs are covered. And of
course, you know, it is up to the courts what the
actual punitive neasures are. But we think it's
really inportant to ensure that, one, we're
covering those costs so that it's accessible to
anyone. And two, there is imedi ate action,
because we know el ections happen so quickly.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you.

Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ashby on the bill.

SENATOR ASHBY: |"mactually gl ad
to hear that there would be punitive neasures on
this. However, there is existing |egislation out
there that | think would put nore teeth to this:
A dollar-to-dollar fine. For exanple, if
sonebody spent $20, 000 on a fake advertisement
used by Al, they would get a $20,000 fine.

You know, | sponsor this bill; I'm
hopeful that we can inplenent this bill in the
future, because | think this problemis going to

i npact both sides of the aisle.
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Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mat t er a.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Wuld the sponsor yield for a
coupl e of questions, please.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | believe that
Senat or Parker would | ove to answer your
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Par ker, do you yield?

SENATOR PARKER: | vyield,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR NMATTERA: Hel | o,
Senat or Parker, how you been? | haven't seen you
in a while, brother.

SENATOR PARKER: I''mwel |,
Senat or Mattera. Thanks for asking.

SENATOR NMATTERA: Good.

Part M please. Wat was the
rational e by including storage systens under this
Bui | d- Ready?

(Pause.)
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SENATOR PARKER: Thank you for the
guestion, Senator Mattera.

So under the Buil d- Ready Program
storage was added as a way to facilitate the
i ncreased use of battery storage in the state as
we build up under -- | guess if you think about
an all-of-the-above approach that we need to take
in the context of the CLCPA

SENATOR MATTERA: Whul d t he sponsor
continue to yield, please, Madam President?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MATTERA: So, Senator, what
i mpact will be included, then, under the
Bui | d- Ready that have | ocal communities where
t hese projects have caused some nmjor issues?

SENATOR PARKER: Senat or Mattera,
under this legislation |ocal approval is going to
be necessary. R ght? And so you're going to
have a context in which if a conmunity doesn't

want something or doesn't like it, there's both a
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comment and an ability for themto take action
around it.

SENATOR MATTERA: Whul d t he sponsor
continue, please, to yield. This is still going
to be on Part M

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: The sponsor
yi el ds, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MATTERA: W know t hat
there's major, major concerns. You and | have
had this discussions also, too, what's happening
with the fires that are with these battery
storage facilities. But there's still mjor
concerns about |ocal governnent having a part in
t he approval process.

Are you saying here that if it does
not pass with |ocal governnment, are you sayi ng
that in other words the state could cone in and
supersede that approval process?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. Wat |I'msaying is that in this

| egislation that we're voting on now, that there
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is a local government process for input on this.
Right? The State Legislature always can cone
back on a particular project and do sonet hing.
The CGovernor under certain circunstances can

al ways conme back and, you know, file regulations,
right? So it's not -- nothing that we do here is
like witten in stone or permanent.

But | amsaying in the context of
this legislation that there is |ocal approval for
t hese battery storage systens and their siting.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Wuld the sponsor still
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: So really you
didn't answer that question. So really, then, so
you're saying that the state could really
supersede -- if the town goes and denies the
battery storage -- |like we have a mjor, major

i ssue right now and in Mahopac, up in the
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Hudson Val l ey, and the residents there are up in
arms With this massive battery storage

facility -- fire safety, air quality, water
contam nation, comrunity disruption.

So, Senator, so you're telling ne
that the state could conme in -- if there's a
denial with the town, that they could conme in and
supersede? And, guess what --

SENATOR PARKER: No, what |'m
saying is two things. Through you,

Madam President. What |'msaying is two things.
That within the context of the |egislation that
we' re passing today, that the approval of a

muni cipality is first sought through the

Bui | d- Ready process. That's the first thing. So
that's al ways the case.

But al so understand the | arger
context in which | believe you re asking. And |
just want to give everybody sonme context for
this. Every municipality is a creature of the
state. And so there's pretty nmuch nothing, you
know, or very little that municipalities can do
that can't be superseded by the state. R ght?
On any matter, not just in this matter. Right?

Soif thisis a matter --
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(I naudi bl e overtal k.)

SENATOR PARKER: If thisis a
matter of -- if thisis a matter --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mattera, he's answering your question.

SENATOR PARKER: If thisis a
matt er of being concerned about, you know, state
superseding, that is in fact a concern you can
have literally on every single vote that we take
on every single nmatter.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, would the sponsor still continue
to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,

Madam President, | yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: So again, you are
answering the question saying yes. So al
New Yorkers need to know that, guess what, when a
town noves forward with a vote and they deny the
application, the state can cone in, and guess

what, and say we're putting it there anyways.
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Wt hout -- even though the community input. So
everybody needs to know that. So you did answer
my question.

But now, has there been anything
done to strengthen the fire safety standards
around these facilities? You know that it is a
maj or issue that | gave you a huge, huge |aundry
list to look at. And we're still never really
getting the answer what's happening with this
battery storage that is nothing but an
experiment. And New Yorkers deserve better than
an experinment.

And it's going to cost themtriple
to quadruple with their rates. Triple to
guadrupl e, what's going to happen with this
experi ment.

So agai n, has there been anything
done to strengthen the fire safety standards
around these facilities?

SENATOR PARKER: Senat or Mattera,

t hank you for the question.

| think all of us share your concern
around safety for our constituents and the
residents of our great state. And particularly

as we start expanding battery storage as part of
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our clean energy future, the concerns around
safety continue to be, you know, a priority.

And so as the chair of the
Energy Conmmittee, there are a number of things
that the commttee has been discussing, there's
things that -- there's conversati ons happeni ng on
the |l evel of the Governor and agencies that are
addressi ng these issues, and we're | ooking at
t hem very cl osely.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Thank you

Whul d the sponsor still yield for a
coupl e nore questions, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: Part N, please.

The $28 million that is being
assessed, what will that noney be used for?

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,
Madam President. That $28 mllion assessnment for
NYSERDA is in part for the operation of NYSERDA,

but then also for clean energy projects.
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Again, there's lots of, you know,
cl ean energy buil dout that needs to happen in our
transition to a cl ean energy econony.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor still
continue, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,

Madam President, | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: And | only say
this -- and | asked this question even in our
commttees, Chairman. W is going to be paying
for these projects? Al New Yorkers need to know
who is going to be paying for this. 1Is this
going to be in their bills, is it going to be in
their utility bills?

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,

Madam President. Right now the 28 mllion that
you' re tal king about is com ng out of the
General Fund.

SENATCOR MATTERA: Madam Pr esi dent

woul d t he sponsor --
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SENATOR PARKER: | apol ogi ze. Let
me correct ny |last answer. | apol ogi ze.
It's an assessnent. [It's an

assessment and a pass-through.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, would the sponsor still continue
to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR NMATTERA: And where did

t hat noney cone fron?

SENATOR PARKER: It's an
assessment .

SENATCOR MATTERA: Wiere is the
nmoney fron? Wo -- where did that noney cone

fron? New Yorkers need to know where --
SENATOR PARKER: Oh, ratepayers.
SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you. Thank
you for that.
SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent

but ratepayers pay for everything. Right? Wen
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we' re tal king about --

SENATCOR MATTERA: This is an
extra -- it's an extra cost.

SENATOR PARKER: Wen you're
tal ki ng about the energy systemgenerally, the
rat epayers own the system and they pay for it.
Right? And so this is not any different than any
ot her project that may be being taken on by a
utility.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, would the sponsor still continue
to yield, please?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,
Madam President, | yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: And | thank you
Senat or Par ker.

The Senate one-house included
| anguage to al so incorporate battery storage into
the siting process. |Is that still incorporated
here? And if not, why was it renoved?

SENATOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent ,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2624

through you. 1It's not included in this
particular | egislation that we're voting on
today. It was taken out in part because we were
concentrating on the transition of ORES into the
PSC and the taking on of the transm ssion |ines
as part of their responsibility, and we wanted to
ki nd of focus on those parts first.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, would the sponsor still continue
to yield, please?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MATTERA: So what is the
plan to ensure that these sites are being
constructed and operated in a safe manner?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
through you. | think it's no different than any
ot her energy project that we do in the state,
which -- where safety is always one of the major
concerns.

Whet her you're tal ki ng about, you

know, offshore wi nd, onshore wi nd, a solar
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project, a hydroelectric project, a hydrogen
project, safety is already -- is always built
into the construction and the assessnent of
whet her the project is going to work or not,
SO ...

SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | just have anot her question
al so, again, please, if the sponsor --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR NMATTERA: In Part P it
appears both the HEAT Act and the Governor's
Heat Act were omtted fromthis bill. WII
ei ther of them be appearing in another budget
bill today, tonorrow, the -- our last bills?

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Quickly, Senator Mattera, to go
back to your |ast question, when you tal k about
the siting of battery storage projects, they're
ri ght now governed by the safety standards of the
muni ci palities in which they are located. Right?

So if you tal k about safety, the
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kind of sharp end of the sword on safety around
t hese issues are local nunicipalities and their
own rules and guidelines for what's safe and
what's not safe. That's first.

As relates to the HEAT Act, no, not
only does it not appear here, it's not going to
appear anywhere in the budget.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, would the sponsor still continue
to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes, the Senator
yi el ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MATTERA: You know,

Senator, just quick, | know the CLCPA, we're --
we' ve been sitting there, we care about renewabl e
energy. My question is, do you really feel that
battery storage is sonmething that has been
perfected in any way -- that in other words, that
what' s happening, all these fires, people
concerned -- the public is very concerned. |

gave you a big file on this.
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Do you feel that -- in other words,

that the public is not concerned? Have you not

heard anything -- | know you |ive in Brooklyn,
but there's a lot of spots, a lot of -- in

Long Island. Your district is -- Brooklyn is
beautiful. But there's areas that people are

very concerned, just |ike what | just said about
this huge storage facility. Have you talked to
anybody? Qur fire departnents, have you tal ked
to then? They're very concerned. They talk to
me. Do they talk to you?

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,
Madam President. W are both, Senator Mattera,
lucky to live on the great Long Island, ne at one
end and you at the other. And in that context,
again, | share your concerns.

| have spoken to lots of fol ks about
safety issues as it relates to battery storage.
In fact, nmy office, you know, has, you know, been
talking to a nunber of stakehol ders and
particularly people in the industry about how we
address the issue.

The | evel of safety, again, is
important in the context of energy production

regardl ess of the technology. Right? And so
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battery storage is not being scrutinized,
frankly -- maybe a little bit nore just because
of the nature, but al so understand that every
single situation that we've had with batteries
hasn't all been battery storage. Right? And
there's also different technol ogies in which
battery storage is being done with. R ght?

And so there's really a specific
technol ogy that has the problem nore than battery
storage generally as a -- as a category of
t echnol ogy.

And so as we kind of nove to neet
the goals of the CLCPA, battery storage is an
important part of it, and it will continue to be.
And we will continue to | ook at ways to make it
safer, in the sane way that we | ook to nmake, you
know, anything that we do around energy safer as
we install it, use it, and inprove it.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, just a couple nore questions.
WI1l the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR MATTERA: Where has battery

storage --
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mat t er a.

Senat or, do you --

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,
Madam President, | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: "' msorry,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Where has battery storage been
perfected, Senator? Wlere is it working?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent, |
don't think there's any energy technology that's
perfected. | don't think anybody -- | think the
peopl e who are doing offshore wind, | think the
peopl e who are using gas and ot her types of
nodalities to produce electricity don't think
that their technol ogi es are perfected.

| think that there are inprovenents
to be nade in alnost -- you know, we're seeing
new t echnol ogi es comng out all the tine as
relates to energy generation. And so | don't
think that battery storage is any different than
any ot her kind of technology as we, you know

agai n, nove towards energy -- a clean energy
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future.
SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to

yield? 1 don't want to take everybody's tine,
but this is a very inportant bill. | want to be
gui ck.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: Agai n, Senator,
"' masking the question -- tell ne where, is it

in Europe, is it somewhere in California? |Is

it -- where is battery storage working?
In other words, we know that -- in
other words, I'mtelling you and telling al

New Yorkers, it's an experinment and it's going to
cost triple to quadruple for an experinent. Wnd
and solar, guess what? | know that's perfected.
Battery storage is a total disaster. CQur

New York -- really? He's laughing. Qur

New Yorkers are concerned. They don't want them

in their backyards because they're going on fire.
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Were is it perfected? Were is it
working with wi nd, solar and battery storage?
You nust have one pl ace.

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. There are globally tons of places
that are using -- using battery storage.

SENATOR MATTERA: Nane one.

SENATOR PARKER: Denmark. | went
to Denmark | ast summer and saw battery storage
facilities working with offshore wind. Like it's
working -- in England they're using it a great
deal. And there's places across the
United States in which battery storage is being
used.

Typically when we try to build out
t hese systens, depending on what you're using --
you know, they use, you know, wi nd during the
day -- sorry. Sorry. Solar during the day, w nd
at night, and battery storage in between. And so
you really, you know, don't have singul ar
nodal ities producing electricity. You're
using -- you're really trying to address your
| oad, your electrical |oad vis-a-vis these
di fferent technol ogi es that are avail abl e.

And again, that | think is perfect?
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No, | don't think that solar and wind is
perfected. | don't think that we're doing
everything we could be doing with hydro. And we
have sone of the best built-out hydro facilities
inthe entire country. But is it perfect? No.
Not hing i s perfect.

But | think that we continue to work
to make sure that the technol ogy both is safe,
right -- and so we agree with you on the issue of
safety. But then also that it's effective. And
so far we're seeing that it can be effective.

And so it should definitely be part of the mx

A lot of things have not been
perfected. You're a big, big, big proponent of
hydro. Hydro is not perfected. Hydrogen is not
perfected. But does it mean that we shoul dn't
use it? No. It means that we should figure out
how does it fit within the context of the m x of
energy sources that we're using. W should build
it out. We should create a market in which it's
bei ng both experinmented and built out and
provi ded.

And so it's no different in that
regard to anything else that we're trying to do

in the state as we build out a clean energy
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future.

SENATOR NMATTERA: On the bill.

Thank you, Senator Parker.

On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mattera on the bill.

SENATCOR MATTERA: You know,
Senat or Parker, you and | have our di sagreenents.
You're a gentl eman

But you know what? | just want al
New Yorkers to realize what's happening right
now, especially a ban on natural gas. W could
go sit there all day long and sit there and say
it's the cart before the horse. Yes, it is. W
need all sources of renewabl e energy noving
forward. But wi nd, solar and battery storage --
"Il say wind and solar is fine. Battery storage
is a total disaster, just |ike what Senator
Par ker pretty nmuch said. It pretty nmuch is -- it
is. It's atotal experinment. |It's an experinment
that's going to cost all New Yorkers triple to
guadr upl e.

| will stand in this beautiful
chanber and say it all day |long. Because there's

a reason why we have everybody exiting out of
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New York State because of nmandates. These
mandat es are destroyi ng New York State.

| care about renewabl e energy. |
had a green hydrogen tour, Stony Brook and
Br ookhaven National Lab. | care about green
hydrogen. Sewage heat recovery expansi on.

Carbon capture. Let's retool our power plants.
Nucl ear. And | know our Senator cared -- in

ot her words, there was a power plant shut down
and it shouldn't have been. Geothermal. Thernal
network. Quess what? Till it's perfected.

But it's the cart before the horse,
peopl e. New Yorkers need better, not nmandates.
And what's happening with -- again, with this
battery storage, it's going to hurt al
New Yor kers' pocketbooks. People can't afford --
| see the food |lines, what's happening right now
at our food banks. People are having a hard
enough tinme sitting there paying their bills.
Triple -- three jobs, all day long. | know this.
W all know this in our comunities.

But you know what? W're still
sitting here and saying we're going to pay for
this experinment that, guess what, that's not

going to work. | have Cornell studies that show
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that in other words that they're concerned. |'ve
got studies froma gentlenan that deals with
Cornell professors and he sits there and shows
them what's going on. And they are baffl ed.

They even say it's not going to work.

And you know what? W keep on --
continue going down this road. And you know
what? Al it's going to do is hurt al
New Yorkers -- to exit, to go to Tennessee,

North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida, Texas.

A $237 billion budget, nore than Florida, Texas,
and ot her states conbined. And you know what ?
Al it's going to do is go into our New York
State residents' pocketbooks. And you know what ?
W deserve better.

So Madam President, | will be voting
no on this -- on this bill. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

| have some questions on Part O
And | was wondering if the sponsor would agree to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Oh, that's stil
you. Oh, good. I'mreturning it to
Senat or Parker and sitting down. Thank you.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Ckay.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Par ker, do you yield?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,
Madam President, | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, Senator Parker.

| have sonme questions about the
RAPID Act. | understand that the CLCPA
enconpasses sone of the nobst aggressive em ssion
reduction targets in the country and possibly
even in the world. Both the Executive Budget and
t he one-house Senate proposal had provisions that
woul d all ow ORES to ignore |ocal |aws and
regul ations to advance the goals of the CLCPA

And |''m wondering if those

provi sions have nade it into the budget bill that
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we're about to vote on.

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. So in the RAPID Act, as we nobve
ORES, we're not providing any additional power to
ORES in the way that they operate.

But there's already a kind of
process that localities and municipalities can
partici pate and adj udi cate issues that they think
are problematic for their comunities.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Through you, Madam President, will the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, Senator.

So ny question, though, is howis
t he standard for decisions to override |ocal |aws
and regul ations different fromthe existing | aw
to what we have today in the RAPID Act?

SENATOR PARKER: The RAPI D Act,

this is really an adm nistrative nove. R ght?
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So literally all we're doing is noving the

adm nistrative responsibility fromthe Secretary
of State into the PSC where we think it properly
bel ongs.

And so in terns of the authority of
ORES, we're not really changing the authority of
ORES and the ability for it to do siting in the
way that | think it needs to do siting.

Part of what | think your concern
shoul d be is around having a uniform standard
around sonme of these things, which | -- which,
you know, we've been trying to work on in the
committee, and |I'd love to hear your input on.
But | think ultimately that will be some of the
solution that we have around addressing the |ocal
concerns around siting of clean energy projects.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Through you, Madam President, will the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you.

Reading fromthe bill, "ORES may
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el ect not to apply, in whole or in part, any

| ocal |aw or ordinance that woul d otherw se be
applicable if it makes a finding that, as applied
to the proposed facility, it is unreasonably
burdensonme in view of the CLCPA targets, and the
environnmental benefits."

Now, nmy read of that is that it is a
somewhat di fferent standard than we currently
have for deciding whether or not to refuse to
apply local |aw or ordinance. So ny question to
you i s, what does unreasonably burdensone nean to
you? And how will that be applied?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. The standard had to change and this
is an ORES standard. And it's the sanme standard
that they use now for renewabl e generati on.

| nmean, we have strengthened sone of
the nmunicipal participation and ability. They
don't have the veto power which you probably
would |ike themto have. But they do have, in
this legislation, nore say and nore opportunities
to adjudi cate concerns than they've had prior.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Through you, Madam President, will the sponsor

continue to yield?

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2640

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes, ma' am

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: So,
Senat or Parker, | just do -- | do want to thank
you for your offer to take in ny input on this.
As you know, | represent the community of
Long Beach that had a very difficult time and
actually spoke out quite a bit about the proposed
of fshore wind and the transm ssion cabl es that
were proposed to go through its comunity.

And | know t hat the Governor
considered their input in vetoing a bill |ast
year, and it really had quite an inpact that she
did consider the local conmunity. So | don't
want that to ever be mnim zed.

So one of ny questions now is the
RAPID Act | think is very cutely naned, and |
assunme it's supposed to nmake the process faster.
So how wi Il the status of local |laws and siting
process for renewabl e energy and transm ssions --
how is this going to make the process faster?

SENATOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent ,
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through you. So I think -- I"mnot sure that --
|"mnot sure that the nunicipal participationis
what makes it faster.

What we have done to actually nake
it faster is setting tinelines that allow
projects to nmove quicker. Including the fact
that if the agency doesn't neet certain
tinmelines, that there's an automatic approval
process that will, again, speed up the tinme. And
so they don't have to wait for approval. If the
agency doesn't approve it by a certain nunber of
days, it gets approved.

So that's kind of the rapid part of
the RAPID Act. The rmunicipal input | don't think
itself -- | think -- and no one sees that as part
of making it faster. But there is a set of
accountabilities that we believe municipalities
and localities should have, and we've
strengthened that in this |anguage.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Through you, Madam President, will the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: So
Senator Parker, | believe that the standard of
bei ng unreasonabl y burdensone previously
consi dered econoni c inpacts, whereas now t he
| anguage says that it will be unreasonably
bur densonme in considering the goals of the CLCPA

So I"'mtrying to determ ne, how do
we bal ance this now?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. There's always been a process for
| ocalities and municipalities to participate in
the siting of projects in their comunities.

Ri ght ? That process hasn't changed per se. But
there is nore a strengthening of the ability to
do that and nore access points for localities and
muni ci palities to participate. Right?

The standard is based on the CLCPA,
and part of the CLCPA does take into account
econom c factors. So | think that we went to a
br oader standard, not as nuch of a narrow
standard. So | think that the -- if you're
concerned about econom c inpact, that is still

taken in -- that's still taken into account
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within the context of the CLCPA and maki ng sure
the CLCPA actually is doing what it should do.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Through you, Madam President, will the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes, ma' am

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: So,
Senat or, considering the econom c inpact, is one
of those econonmic inpacts the cost of the
rat epayer -- the increased cost to the ratepayer
and that's really -- is that the only econom c
i npact, or are there others?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. There are others.

| think that's part of it. | think
you know, being cost conscious is part of the
anal ysis that both ORES is doing and | think al
of us are doing as |egislators.

As we | ook at clinmate change and
what it's doing to our planet and doing to our

communities and doing to the health of our
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residents, the question is not how nuch is it
going to cost us if we do this. The question is
what it's going to cost all of us not just in
dollars but in lives that are going to be lost if
we don't in fact address this.

And so those econom c anal yses are
mul tifaceted because it's not sinply hard dollars
and cents that are being spent in the nonment, but
it's looking at the cost of not having an
envi ronnmental policy that addresses the health
needs and the community needs of our residents.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Through you, Madam President, will the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: So,
Senat or, are you aware of any | ocal
muni ci palities that have been uncooperative in
bri ngi ng these projects online such that we feel
it's necessary to put into this bill the override

of local regulations and ordi nances?
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SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. You nean ot her than Long Beach?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Yes, Senator, other than Long Beach.

SENATOR PARKER: Yes, Senator, | am
aware of several comunities in which that has
been an issue.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Through you, Madam President, will the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes, | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: So
| would take issue with the definition of
"uncooperative." | believe ny community was very
proactive in making sure that their interests
were brought to light. But | don't believe they
wer e consi dered uncooperati ve.

But with that, going forward, one of
t he changes we've seen fromthe Governor's

proposal is that offshore wind supply chains and
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t hermal energy systenms will now be subject to
| abor agreenents. And |I'mtrying to determ ne,
what do we consi der an of fshore wi nd supply
chai n?

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Wien you tal k about an of fshore
wi nd supply chain, we're now tal king about all of
the things that are necessary to run an offshore
wind project. Right? The materials of both
bui | di ng and nmai ntai ning the system

So that's, you know, all of the
things. R ght? Bolts, nuts. You know, towers.
You know, cenent. All of the things.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Through you, Madam President, will the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: So
continuing on that question, | know that there
was tal k about having plants up here in the

Al bany area that would produce the blades for the
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wi nd turbines, and then we'd ship them down the
Hudson Ri ver.

So if, say, the conmunity up in
Al bany did not want a factory to go in, would the
comunity input be considered in determning
whet her or not that plant to devel op these
products would be allowed to go forward?

SENATOR PARKER: Senator, that's a
good questi on.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you.

SENATOR PARKER: ORES is primarily
| ooki ng at generation facilities, not as mnuch
around production facilities. And -- right?

So -- right.

And so we're | ooking both in
generation and transm ssion facilities and
i nfrastructure, not necessarily production of the
actual supply chain.

And so if, let's say, sonebody was
going to build a factory that was buil ding w nd
turbi ne bl ades and they were going to put it in
Long Beach and the City of Long Beach didn't want
it, it would be within the sane context of siting

that you have currently. And it would be under
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t hat, not under ORES.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
WI1 the sponsor continue to yield,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you.

Do the provisions of siting with
respect to local control apply to the building of
sol ar panels as well?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
kay. Through you, Madam President, will the
sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: Has

t here been any cost analysis that woul d indicate
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the increase or decrease in costs that |abor
agreenents will do to the cost of these projects?

(Pause.)

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. So the answer is yes, there has
been an anal ysi s.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Madam Presi dent, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: So
Senat or Parker, have those anal yses reveal ed t hat
t he costs would increase or decrease?

SENATOR PARKER: So they will do --
they will -- well, it's nore conplicated than
just increase or decrease. Right?

So on one hand, yes, there wll
be -- some projects will cost nore; others may
not be significantly nore.

However, when you're tal king about

sourcing local jobs, the question I think you
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shoul d be asking, Senator, is do | want the
people in nmy community who are taking those jobs
to make nore noney or |ess noney? | certainly
know t hat Senator Mattera, being a good union man
himsel f, wants his folks in the crafts to make
nore. And so here the project |abor agreenent
was really about naking sure that New Yorkers had
full-time jobs at a living wage with benefits.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Through you, Madam President, will the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: So,
Senat or Parker, you anticipated nmy next question.
Because |'m hopeful that these will create |ocal
jobs and not jobs fromcountries that are
overseas that are now going to come here because
it's a specialty in having to make these bl ades
and the wind turbines and all those conponents.
| want |ocal jobs for nmy comunity.

So that is nmy next question. Are
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t hese jobs going to be | ocal jobs?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. W are trying our very, very best
to make sure that they're local jobs. And
al t hough our conversation has been kind of skewed
around of fshore wind -- because we have a
particular history that we share, you know,
around of fshore wind -- ORES will not just be
| ooki ng at of fshore wind projects but |ooking at
hydro projects, |ooking at, you know, green
hydrogen projects. They will be |ooking at if
anybody submts an application for nodul ar
nucl ear. They will be |ooking at, you know,
sol ar projects, onshore w nd projects,
geot hermal .  You know, heat recovery. They'll be
doing the ganut. And transmission, right. So we
haven't even tal ked about transm ssion yet. But
they' Il be doing the ganut of those projects.

Part of the conversations that |
know that at |east the commttee's been having
and the conversation |I've had with the PSC, ORES
and others, as nmuch as possible we're trying to
build energy not just as a conmodity but al so as
an industry. |It's already the sixth-Iargest

industry in the State of New York. W would |ove
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for it to at least stay in that position or go
hi gher .

And so, you know, again, creating
full-time jobs at a living wage with benefits
across the State of New York is really the
opportunity that building a clean energy econony
has for us. And the nore that we can have
projects built and then, because we have a steady
stream of projects, that then creates an enphasis
for these conpanies then to develop their
manuf acturing here. Then you get nmo' jobs and

nmo' jobs and nmo' jobs coming in that we then can
pl ug New Yorkers in and create a better econom c
base for the entire state.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Through you, Madam President, will the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK

Thank you, Senator Parker, for that explanation.

The existing Public Service Law
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requires the conmm ssion to explain reasons for
overriding local law and regulation. And I'm
wonderi ng, does the RAPID Act include those
provi sions that requires that we have a reason
di vul ged for overriding |local |aw?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. To connect to the | ast question,
part of also this RAPID Act has a "Buy Anerican”
clause, right, that prioritizes projects and
resources that are built in the United States
first.

Second, the answer is yes, that
those protections are built into this as well.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Through you, Madam President, will the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: The
RAPI D Act proposal al so includes a provision for
a Farm and Protection Wrking G oup, which

think is great. | support ensuring that we
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prioritize maintaining prime agricultural
farm and.

My question is, however, do you
think that we should have sim|ar working groups
to protect other areas and | and of concern such
as coastlines?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. First let nme acknow edge Senat or
M chell e H nchey for her hard work on maki ng sure
t hose provisions got in. As the chair of the
Agriculture Cormittee and a nenber of the Energy
and Tel ecom Conmittee, she has been working
tirelessly to educate the conmttee on the
i nportance and -- the inportance of prine
agricultural soil and maeking sure that we bal ance
t he di chotony between produci ng energy and al so
havi ng good agri cul tural | ands.

And so | think there are probably
ot her considerations that we need to have. |
think that many of these things are al so already
taken up within the DEC process of siting.
Right? So everything -- although we're noving
this particular agency, it works hand in hand
with DEC, and a |lot of the issues are taken up

t here.
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But |I'm happy to have a conversation
with you to ensure that DEC is in fact taking
that into account, and that ORES is getting that
information, to nmake sure that places |ike
coastlines are being protected as we do this
wor K.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick on the bill.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: I
want to thank Senator Parker for engaging in a
very respectful, cordial discussion. W've cone
gquite far since the last tine we exchanged
guestions on a bill.

| am-- as the Senator is, |I'mfrom
Long Island. And our coastline is our jewel.
Long Beach, Lido Beach, Point Lookout,

Atlantic Beach -- it's the jewel of New York
State, in nmy opinion. And |I've said throughout
this process that | want to do everything | can
to advocate for the best interests of ny
district. | support efforts to develop a

cl eaner, nore robust energy mx in New York

However, it should never conme at the expense of
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| ocal control

As Senator Mattera has cited, we
need to explore other options. G een hydrogen is
one of the things that we have to continue to
explore to make sure that we do everything we can
to be reasonably econom c in pursuing our clean
ener gy goal s.

This body recently passed
| egi slation to enhance public participation in
maj or projects, and | supported that bill. And
it passed unani nously. However, even if that
| egislation were to beconme law, it could largely
be negated by advancing the RAPID Act as it is
witten. Just |ike vast agricultural |ands, the
j ewel of Long Island, parts of Long Island,
upstate communities -- our coastlines need to be
presented. | cannot support a proposal that does
not take those decisions into consideration.

They will have significant inpacts
on our conmunities, and we will take control out
of the local comunity and their el ected
of ficials.

For those reasons anong nmany, | wll
be voting in the negative.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Hel m ng.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
Madam President. | have a question on Part P.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: One
second, Senator.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Sorry, |'mnore
t han happy to answer on the HEAT Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senator will vyield.

SENATOR HELM NG Senat or Krueger,
| was wondering if the HEAT Act -- | knowit's
been renoved from Part P, correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

SENATOR HELM NG WIIl it appear in

a future budget bill?
SENATOR KRUEGER: No, not this
year. But we've passed it on the house fl oor
al ready, and |I'm hoping that the Assenbly w ||
pass it and then the Governor will signit.
SENATOR HELM NG Thr ough you,
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to

yield to a few questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or ,
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do you vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR HELM NG So this is on
Part O, going back to the RAPID Act.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Oh. Back to
Senat or Par ker.

SENATCOR HELM NG It doesn't fee
i ke there should be any nore questions left to
ask.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senator will vyield.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Senat or Par ker.

A couple of things. One is | have
heard from a nunber of nmunicipal organi zations
about their concern about the RAPID Act. Their
primary concern seens to be about how the
RAPI D Act really Iimts nunicipal control
muni ci pal deci sion-making. It seenms that ORES

really has the ability to override | oca
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deci si on- maki ng.

And | heard you say, in response to
an earlier question, that the RAPID Act actually
strengt hens nunici pal power. Can you point to
that | anguage in the bill so that | can share
that with these concerned nunici pa
or gani zati ons?

SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent. Senator Hel m ng, thank you very
much for the question.

So it's kind of two separate things,
the first of which is that 1'mgoing to kind of
go back to my political science professor hat,
which is that literally every agency can
override, you know, |ocal control on various
matters. Right? The Departnent of
Transportation does it all the time every tine
they build a road. R ght? You know, econonic
devel opnment agencies do it. Anytine you see an
em nent domain. Anytime you see, you know, a

maj or project built. Right? Otentinmes those

things -- they try to work in coordination, but
oftentinmes -- again, the state al ways has that
ability.

So what we're taking about here
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within the context of ORES is not |ike a unique
set of powers that ORES is given that no other
state agency has or that the state governnent
doesn't have in any other place. This is kind of
par for the course.

The second point |let ne make i s that
the CLCPA is critical, because it's literally a
gl obal climte energency. And so here we're
trying to think globally and act locally wthin
the context of our ability here to address the
i ssue of climte change. Right?

And before anybody says it, no,
don't think that everything that we do here
neeting the marks is going to change the gl obal
problem But we do think that we're going to
provi de both sone | eadership and sone answers and
be ahead of the curve when in fact we finally get
to the place of kind of having a gl obal m ndset
about the fact that we need to save our planet.

And so, you know, in that context it
is critical for us to in fact prioritize the work
of building a clean energy econony. ORES was
built to be the sharp end of the sword as rel ates
to that work that needs to be done, right,

around -- you know, in this nmoment. You know, we
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can tal k about banning things, and this is
something -- a conversation to have all of the
time. You know, even with my colleagues, like
they want to ban everything and we can't use gas,
we can't da-da-da-da-da. But the reality the
actual activity nowis getting clean energy
resources in the ground up and running. Right?

And ORES is, again, the | ead agency
in that work. And so what we're trying to do is
give themall the tools necessary in order to do
that job safely, efficiently and effectively.
Ri ght ?

And so, you know, sonetines there is
a dispute on the local level. And so what we
have done here is strengthened those provisions
inrelation to what those provisions were when
the agency -- well, where the agency is currently
in the context of the Departnent of State.
Right? And so is it always going to, again, be
perfect? 1Is it going to be a place where
| ocalities and municipalities have the ability to
veto a decision made by the state? | don't think
that's ever going to happen.

But we certainly have created nore

accountability measures and nore strength around
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adj udi cating the issues and concerns.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

Madam President, if the sponsor wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG So as you | ook
for that information on where in the bill there's
t he | anguage that shows that there's actually
been | anguage inserted to strengthen muni ci pal
power to be able to turn down these projects,
woul d al so be interested in seeing where in the
bill that |local approval is required for battery
storage, sonmething that | think was given in
response to a question that Senator Mattera
answer ed.

But |I'm happy to -- instead of
spending the time on that now, if you woul dn't
m nd sending nme that information, |'d appreciate
it.

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent

if I could do -- I'msorry.
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SENATOR HELM NG And ny question
now is on trying to understand and get sone
exanpl es of major renewabl e energy facilities.
Are we tal king | arge-scal e solar and w nd
proj ects?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. To answer the first part of your
guestion actually really sinply, if you
actually -- so it's actually a two-part question.

One, technol ogies aren't necessarily
lined out inthis legislation in ternms of the
ability for ORES -- ORES has an authority broadly
around anything we define as renewabl e ener gy,
bot h transm ssion and generati on.

Now, when you tal k about the second
part of your question in the context of their
ability -- the ability for nunicipalities to be
involved in that process, it's Sections 141 and
143 talk -- speak to that. Al right?

SENATCR HELM NG Madam Pr esi dent
if the sponsor will continue to yield to a
guesti on.

SENATOR PARKER: Sorry, Senator, if
| coul d.

And there's no default approval
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Wi t hout municipalities' input. R ght? |In other
words, it can't just happen if the nunicipality
is not involved init. The nmunicipality has to
at | east give sone input before there can be any
default approval .

And t hen you asked kind of a third

part on this other end, and | didn't -- I'm
sorry, | mssedit.
SENATOR HELM NG It was on --

t hrough you, Madam President, if the sponsor wll
continue to yield -- on the definition of major
renewabl e energy facility.

You said it's not outlined when |
asked about does a | arge-scale solar or a
| arge-scal e wind project constitute a major
renewabl e energy facility, according to the
definition.

SENATOR PARKER: Right. So the
definition is anything above 25 negawatts.

SENATCR HELM NG Does it also
i nclude transm ssion |ines?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

SENATOR HELM NG And battery
st orage?

SENATOR PARKER: Vell, so -- well,
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they have a different standard. And they're
eval uat ed separately.

So the 25 nmegawatt -- through you
Madam Presi dent, the 25 negawatt standard is a
generation standard. So transm ssion lines also
have a standard, and that's defined separately in
t he | egislation.

SENATOR HELM NG It's all --

t hrough you, Madam President. 1It's all under the
sanme definition of major renewabl e energy
facility.

But noving on, | did want to al so
ask a question about em nent domain. Does the
RAPI D Act -- or under the RAPID Act, does the
state have the ability to take private property
for majjor electric transmssion facilities?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. W did not change any ability of
ORES when we were noving it over fromthe
Departnment of State into the PSC

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
Madam President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
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Senat or vyi el d?

The Senator vyields.

SENATOR HELM NG So Senator, are
you saying that under the RAPID Act, the |anguage
that's before us, |anguage has not been added to
expedite em nent domain, which is the taking of
private property froma private property owner?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
there's nothing specific in the RAPID Act that
expedites the process of em nent domain.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
Madam Presi dent. The bill |anguage does talk
about expedited em nent domain.

(Reading.) Basically, the RAPID Act
woul d exenpt fromthe requirenments of Article |
of em nent domain procedure -- the public
heari ngs, the notice, determ nation of findings,
et cetera -- a condemmer who has, pursuant to
Article VII'l of the Public Service Law, obtained
a siting permit with respect to a najor electric
transm ssion facility.

The ot her portion of the em nent
dormai n section requires that in the event that
t hey pursue em nent domain, they're required to

provide a statenment that a permt relating to
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such property has been issued and is in force.

So ny question now is, what right
does a private property owner have -- what can
they do to protect their private property,
property that they' ve spent a | ot of noney to
purchase, property that they've spent a | ot of
noney year after year paying property taxes on,
how can they prevent the state conming in under
the RAPID Act and stealing fromthem taking from
themtheir private property, whether it's for a
| ar ge-scal e solar project, wind, a transm ssion
line that under the definition could be up to
10 miles long? What right does a private
property owner have in this situation?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. Senator Helm ng, as | indicated,

t he | anguage you're reading is carryover
| anguage. It's not new | anguage. Nor does it
expedite that process.

What's expedited in this process is
the siting of facilities, but not necessarily,
you know, expediting of em nent domain.

That being said is, again, this is
not a unique ability to ORES. This is an ability

that many state agencies have. |It's a power that
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the state governnment has, you know, used and
exerci sed several tinmes in nmany, many different
ways.

So -- and of course every single
citizen -- no one is being separated fromtheir
right to file a private right of action or to
file an Article 78, you know, npbtion against the
state if they think that they're being treated
unfairly.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
Madam President, if the sponsor will continue to
yield. A couple of --

(Overtal k.)

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG One is that in
the bill language that we received | ess than
24 hours ago, there is | anguage that indicates
t hat there have been new changes that have been
made.

And the second piece, if nothing's
been changed in ternms of ORES power with respect
to em nent domain or |ocal decision-naking, how

exactly was that comrunity participation portion
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st rengt hened?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. How runici pal participation was
improved is that there was included in the new
| anguage a default approval process. In that
default approval process, it cannot go forward
wi t hout municipal input. And so that's the
strengthening of it.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
Madam President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD
Senator Helmng on the bill.

SENATOR HELM NG That's i nput from
the municipality. That's not their approval.

The nmunicipality, according to the
| anguage t hat we have before us, can say that
t hey di sagree, that the plan's not in
conjunction, doesn't neet the goals or the
intents of their conprehensive plan that has been
adopted by the community. It's input.

ORES can still override. ORES can
still come in and use expedited em nent donmain to
strip away a private property owner's property.

Through you, Madam President, if the

sponsor will continue to yield to questions.
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SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Relating to
conservation easenents, does the RAPID Act all ow
a conservation easenent to be nodified or just
conpletely w ped out for the construction of a
maj or electric transmssion facility?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, the short answer is no.

The nore expansive answer is that
there still has to be approval fromDEC. | think
| nmentioned that in one of my earlier responses
to one of our coll eagues, that this process does
not exclude DEC revi ew and anal ysi s.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
Madam President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

Senat or vyi el ds.
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SENATOR HELM NG Conservati on
protected | ands are extrenely inportant
t hroughout New York State. Many of us have
wor ked many, nmany years to make sure that we have
t hese conserved | ands to preserve environnental ly
sensitive lands, to preserve green space, to
establish wildlife corridors, and so on and so
forth.

These easenents have been devel oped
using state dollars in sone instances, private
and public dollars, and strictly private.

So again, | would just -- I'm
| ooking for nmore clarification that the state
isn't -- through ORES, is not going to strip away
t hese conservation easenments that have taken
decades, decades to acquire. Because the way |
read it, Senator Parker, is that ORES does have
the ability to extinguish, conpletely get rid of
or nodify for the construction of a nmjor
el ectric transmission facility which has received
a siting permt pursuant to Article VIIl of the
Public Service Law.

| s that your interpretation?

SENATOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent

t hrough you. Let me just -- let nme say this.
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Havi ng been here for 21 years, | amglad to see
nmy col |l eagues on the other side of the aisle
finally concerned about the environnent. They
fight nme tooth and nail as we try to devel op
policies to protect this -- to protect this great
state. | would love to see their votes on things
i ke the CLCPA or the Environnmental Bond Act and
see their ratings fromorgani zations |like the
New Yor k League of Conservation Voters.

The reality is that there is no
dynamic in which a Denocratic adm nistration
woul d al | ow t he DEC conmmi ssi oner to approve
sonmet hing that would wi pe out a protected area.
It woul d not happen under a Denocratic
adm ni stration -- point blank, period.

And so that concernis -- it is --
it's not even a real one. The agency's been
around already for two or three years and has not
done that, has not em nent-donmai ned anybody's
property, has in fact respected al nost a
hundred percent of the tinme the wi shes of the
| ocal comunity. So nmuch so that you have the
Governor asking us to put in a provision in one
of our bills that we passed and then she vetoed

it because she was so concerned about the | ocal
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comunity. Right?

And so the reality is that the
pattern of practice of both this body, the
Depart ment of Environnmental Conservation and ORES
flies in the face of the concerns that |'m
hearing frommy col | eagues ri ght now.

SENATCR HELM NG Madam Pr esi dent
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD
Senator Helmng on the bill.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

|"mproud to stand here. In one of
my first years in this position, the Republican
Conf erence established the Environnental
Protection Fund. W funded it with a historic
anount of noney. And |I'mvery thankful that the
Denocrat Majority has continued with our
initiative. 1'mvery proud that we established
things like the | ake protection, the sewering,
energency funding to put sewers in to protect our
| akes from harnful algal bloons and so rmuch nore.
The overall flood protection things that we've
put in place. Resources, funding, training,
education, to protect the environment.

|"mvery proud of the conservation
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progranms that we've supported. The ag | and
protection, the purchase of devel opnent rights --
and | could go on and on and on. But what |
really want to say is that | truly believe that
we can achi eve bal ance. W coul d bal ance
protecting our environnent with not putting an
undue hardshi p on our small businesses, on
rat epayers, on taxpayers.

And if we don't begin to nmake those
i nportant changes, if we don't get real, we're
going to continue to | ose nore and nore people
fromthis state. More business owners and job
opportunities are going to | eave New York State
for states that have figured out how to bal ance
t hi ngs.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senator Mirray.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

|"d like to ask a few questions on
Part B and Part C, whoever that may be, regarding
fare enforcenment, toll enforcenent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or ,
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do you vyiel d?
SENATOR KRUEGER: It is me. Hello.
SENATOR MURRAY: Hel | o.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.
SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

Hel l 0. Senator, there was | anguage

inthe original, in the Governor's bill
regarding -- | have to laugh when | see "fare
enforcement” and "toll enforcenent.”™ There's

been no enforcenment. Actually, that's part of
the problem is all the noney we've | ost.

But there was | anguage in the
Governor's bill that would increase penalties for
fare beating and increase fines for toll evasion.

s that |anguage in this bill?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Not in this bill.

SENATOR MURRAY: Wul d the Senator
continue to yield for questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.
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| s the | anguage al so that was in the
Governor's bill -- it gave the Transit
Adj udi cation Bureau jurisdiction over MIA fare
violations. It also allowed the bureau to
increase civil penalties and allowed themto
i npose a penalty for those who failed to appear
for the adjudication proceedi ngs.

s any of that |anguage in this
bill?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Not in this bill.
But we m ght be able to chat about that tonorrow.

SENATOR MURRAY: Ckay, thank you.

Wul d the Senator continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: And as far as nore
| anguage, there was | anguage in there that would
al so anend the theft of services offense to
i nclude using a toll highway, parkway, road,
bridge or tunnel or renmaining in the tolled
Central Business District w thout paynment of the

toll -- that would make that a C ass A
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m sdeneanor. |Is that |anguage in this bill?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Tonmorrow i s goi ng
to be a great day.

(I naudi bl e overtal k.)

SENATOR MURRAY: " mgoing to go
with a no then, right? Not in this bill, okay.

SENATOR KRUEGER: No.

SENATOR MURRAY: Wul d the Senat or
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Only a few nore.

There was al so | anguage that all owed

police to be authorized to seize and confiscate

unl awful |icense plate coverings and i npose a
fine of no I ess than $250. |Is that |anguage in
this bill?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, sir. Not in
this bill.

SENATOR MURRAY: Okay. Would the
Senat or continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
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continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: The Covernor al so
i ncl uded | anguage that allowed the DW to suspend
a vehicle registration for failing to conply with
a requirenment to renmove an unlawful plate
covering used to, again, avoid paying the toll.

| s that | anguage included in this
bill?

SENATOR KRUEGER: I"mtrying to
come up with a creative new answer, but it's not
inthis bill.

SENATOR MURRAY: You only have one
to go. So not in this bill.

Wul d the Senator continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUECGER: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: There was al so
| anguage that allowed public authorities with

bridges, tolls or highways under their
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jurisdiction -- they would be authorized to enter
civil judgnents for unpaid toll violations.

| s that | anguage included in this
bill as well?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Al'l together:
Not in this bill.

SENATOR MURRAY: Not in this bill,
okay. Thank you, Senator Krueger.

Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or

Murray on the bill.

SENATOR MURRAY: There doesn't seem

to be nmuch as far as enforcenent. You know, the
definition of insanity, | think Einstein said,
was doi ng the sanme thing over and over and
expecting different results.

Well, year after year after year
we're | osing hundreds of mllions of dollars and
yet we're taking no steps, it seens, to go after
t hose who are stealing it.

And yes, | said stealing. This is
theft of services. These are the people that
knowi ngly, willingly junp over the turnstiles,

knowi ngly and willingly scrape the paint off of

their license plate. O, as | heard one creative
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way, gluing a leaf onto the license plate to
cover sone of the nunmbers. Things like this to
knowi ngly and willingly steal these services,
where others are doing it the right way.

In fact, this was such a big issue
t he MIA t hensel ves put together a blue-ribbon
report to look into this, and one of the big
t hings that they reconmended was nore

enforcenent, of which we don't seemto be seeing

any.
So how nuch noney is that costing

us? Well, let's take a |l ook. Over the last five

years -- well, let's start in 2018. 1In 2018 the

MTA | ost roughly $290 mllion to toll and fare
evasion. One year |ater was when one-party rule
took over in Al bany. That nunber doubled. It
went up to over 500 -- $525 million -- when
people started realizing, W can get away with
t hese things, we won't be punished, no
consequences.

So the next year, another
$525 million we lost through toll and fare
evasi on. The next year, 2021, was still over
500. And then it went up even nore. In '"22 it
reached 700 million. And last year, $750 nmillion
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we have | ost on an annual basis to toll and fare
evasi on.

And what have we done over that time
period? Very little to nothing. Ch, wait, |'m
sorry, we did do sonething. That's right.
Congestion pricing. That's right. So as we
wat ch the hundreds of mllions of dollars rol
away and go out the door, we turn to the
t axpayers again to reach into their pockets to
the tune of what's estinmated to be a
billion dollars now

Enough is enough. As we've heard
over and over again, people are |eaving. Wy?
This is one of the reasons. W're sick and tired
of seeing the m smanagenent. W're sick and
tired of seeing people knowingly, willingly
breaking the Iaw and we don't seemto care. W
don't want to punish them W don't want to go
after them

So what are the consequences? The
consequences are we reach back into the
t axpayers' pockets again. And now to the tune of
at least a billion dollars a year? No, thank
you. So to this bill I wll say,

Madam Presi dent, no thank you
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"1l be voting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senator Mirray.

Senat or Martins, why do you rise?

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Madam President. | have a couple of questions on
Part W if the sponsor would vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Kavanagh?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
yield to a question?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Senat or .

Part Whas to deal with the
Battery Park City Authority. And as | understand
it, inthis bill we're being asked to authorize
an increase in bonding capacity for the Battery
Park City Authority from$1.5 billion to
$2.5 billion.

And as | also understand it, we did
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a simlar and passed a sinmlar provision |ast

year granting themthe ability to borrow from
half a billion to one and a half billion. So

over the last two years, including the one we

have before us right now, we're being asked to
aut horize $2 billion in bonding authority.

And before we do that, | was hoping
you could explain to us why the State of New York
shoul d aut horize $2 billion for an authority in
Sout hern Manhatt an.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you.
Through you, Madam President. This is a bonding
authority that is a nonrenewabl e bondi ng
authority that is intended to permt the
Battery Park City Authority to have -- to
denonstrate the financial wherewithal to conplete
one of the very large-scale resiliency projects
that are necessary to protect Lower Manhatt an.

The Gty of New York and the
Battery Park City Authority are engaging in a
very thorough hardening and resiliency of the
coast of Manhattan, in Lower Manhattan, the
| ow-lying areas of Manhattan. It is basically a
"U' all the way around Lower Manhattan, from

East 23rd Street down the East Side, around the
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Battery and back up the West Side, to
Battery Park City Authority.

Battery Park City Authority is a
state authority, but it's an unusual one in that
it controls a large amount of state land. It
| eases the sites of nmany residential and
comercial buildings to various private -- to
residents and various busi nesses, and then takes
the ground rent fromthose buildings. It pays
t he expenses of the authority, the expenses of
running that very |arge swath of Lower Manhattan
It then pays a PILOT, paynment in lieu of taxes,
to the Gty of New York. And it pays the surplus
of that revenue to the Gty of New York

So the net effect of that is that
the Gty of New York gets quite a bit of revenue
out of the Battery Park City Authority.

This bonding will be paid out of the
t hat revenue, so there's no direct cost to the
State of New York for this authority. And again
we are only granting statutory authority to this
entity because it's a state authority today. But
the actual borrowing will have to be approved by
both the Public Authorities Control Board and by
the Gty of New York, through the City
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Conptroller, to ensure that the debt is
legitimately incurred.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

Madam President, if through you the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Are the taxpayers
of the State of New York behol den on this
obligation? 1In the event that this were to pass,
woul d the taxpayers of the state be responsible
for this debt, or would that debt |ie sonewhere
el se?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. The taxpayers of the State of
New York, as taxpayers of the State of New York
woul d not be responsible for this because it is
not a general obligation of the state governnent.
It is an obligation of this state entity, the
Battery Park City Authority. But if they were

for sone reason to default, the state woul d not
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be obligated to back these bonds. It is backed
by the assets of that authority.

And the City of New York itself
woul d not -- would also not be directly
responsi bl e for this debt.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So just so we
understand, the assets of the authority do bel ong
to the residents of the State of New York. Those
are state-owned properties, correct?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam President. Strictly speaking, they are
owned by the Battery Park City Authority. It's
actually a very -- it's a very unusua
arrangenent .

But there was originally a long-term

| ease between the City of New York and the
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Battery Park City Authority. The City
of New York at sonme point granted to the
Battery Park City Authority the rights of the
| andowner, so effectively there's an odd
structure where nore or less the Battery Park
City Authority is leasing -- has a nmaster | ease
on that land that goes till 2069 fromthe Cty of
New Yor k, but has assuned the rights on both
sides of that |ease.

So it's public property in the
conventional sense, but if we're tal king about
t echni cal questions about how bonds m ght attach
toit, | thought a technical answer m ght be
useful .

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

Madam Presi dent, through you, if the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So if the | ease

expires in 2069, do the bonds that we're
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contenpl ating here now, $2 billion, would they
al so be coterm nous with the term nation of that
l[ien in 20697

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam President, let me correct nyself before |
answer that question. | have a bit of a head
cold here.

We actually extended the duration of
the ground | ease, of the master lease, in a
statute last year into the next century. So it
is currently something on the -- 90-sone-odd
years is the current Iength of the naster |ease.

There are ground | eases on the
various properties that are shorter that go into
nore on the order of 20 to -- of 30 to 40 years
from now.

And with apol ogi es, your question
agai n?

SENATOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. 1Is there revenue fromthe | eases
that the authority receives sufficient to be able
to meet the obligations of $2 billion in
i ndebt edness over the period of the contenplated
bond?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
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Madam Presi dent, yes. The Battery Park Gty pays
its debts and pays substantial surplus to the
city each year.

And, you know, our Finance staff has
reviewed this and is confident that the --
there's no particular concern about this
authority's capacity.

In any case, again, as the debt is
actually issued, there will be a review by the
Public Authorities Control Board and by the City
of New York, which ultimately wins or |oses
dependi ng on how the authority's finances go.

And again, also presumably bond
rating agencies and the sophisticated | enders
t hat buy bonds, buy $2.5 billion of bonds for a
property, a project in Lower Manhattan, will al so
presunmabl y be assessing that question for
t hensel ves.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would yield for one
nore question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield, Senator Kavanagh?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Just a | ast
guestion, Senator.

So on these bonds, the obligations
are specific to this authority. The authority
will use the revenues that it receives fromits
| eases and ground | eases in order to neet the
obl i gati ons on those bonds.

If there is a default, as |
understand it, the underlying ground | ease to the
authority didn't come fromthe State of New York
but was actually fromthe Cty of New York. And
so if that land is ever actually used as
collateral to repay these bonds, that would be an
obligation of the city and not the state. |Is
t hat correct?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, nore or |ess.

Just -- | would also note that the
authority does have a triple-A bond rating and
has -- you know, has executed |ots of debt
transactions in the past and has, you know,
performed very well.

Again, this is a very odd entity.
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But the Battery Park City Authority is also
structured such that the City of New York has a
unil ateral capacity, if they chose to, to
dissolve it entirely, even though it's a state
agency. The City Conptroller and the Mayor coul d
dissolve it at their discretion and assune both
the assets of the entity and the debt of the
entity.

So -- but yes, effectively this is
an entity that is I ending noney and it has assets
and it is the entity itself that is backing the
assets, not the general revenues of the state or
of the city.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Senat or .

Madam President, | do have a few
guestions with regard to Part B and Part C, if
t he sponsor would yield for a few questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Part B and

Part C. Senator Krueger, do you yield for a

guestion?

(Pause.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: Hel | o.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Hel | o,
Senat or .
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SENATOR KRUEGER: How are you?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
yield for a question?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

| wanted to just revisit the issue
of fare evasion and toll evasion. | was
wondering if you could tell us if you re aware of
t he amobunt specific with regard to fare evasi on
t hat has been recogni zed by the MIA as being |
guess an aggregate of the cost of fare evasion to
t he MIA over the | ast year.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | just want a clarification.

So there's nothing about tol
evasion in this bill. So is Senator Mrtins
aski ng nme a general question about the world of
toll evasion?

SENATOR MARTI NS: No, |I'm asking a
guestion about -- well, let's stay with fare
evasion for now That is, you know, turnstile

j unpi ng or people avoiding paying a fare and what
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the aggregate cost is of that to the MIA, if
you're aware.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | think ny answer is the sane
as | offered to Senator Murray earlier. Those
guestions are very interesting, but they're not
relevant to this bill.

But | suspect we will have a
different bill tomorrow that will include many of
the topics that Senator Miurray al ready raised.
And | will have to get an answer for you by then,
but | think I have till tonorrow

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the Senator would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: W' re di scussing,
as part of this bill, transportation. And given
my district and the large ridership in ny
district to and from New York City, either to

their jobs, visit famly nmenbers, partake in al
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of the wonderful things that the city has to
offer -- sometimes hospitals and doctor visits --
you know, there are costs associated with that.

And | would hope that in the context
of transportation and a transportation bill that
al so deals with mass transit, that we have the
opportunity to ask questions, since there is --
there are parts here that have to do with
enforcement of fares in the context of an overal
budget and the state's conmtnent to actually
maki ng t hose paynents.

There are layers to it, and |
certainly respect the fact that there are | ayers
toit. But I would hope that we woul d have sone
answers in the context of this bill that we could
actually use as to costs associated with it.

And so |"'mnore than happy to talk
about it tonorrow or whenever this next bill
happens to come up. And if we don't have
answers, that's fine. But --

SENATOR KRUEGER: Well, actually
|"ve gotten sonme answers while you' ve been
speaki ng.

SENATOR MARTI NS: | appreciate

that, Senator, thank you
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SENATOR KRUEGER: So | was glad you
kept goi ng.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: So the MIA's
dollar |l osses to fare and toll evasion for
2022 -- | believe that's the nost recent data --
were $690 million. That includes 315 mllion in
evasi on | osses on buses, 285 mllion on subways,
46 mllion on bridges and tunnels, and 44 mllion
on comuter rails.

| s that hel pful ?

SENATOR MARTI NS: It is, very much
so.

Madam Presi dent, if the sponsor
woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

(Loud voi ce outside chanber.)

SENATOR MARTI NS: So are you --

SENATOR KRUEGER: Sorry, that was
sonmeone el se. Just ignore that.

SENATOR MARTI NS: We're all happy
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to see they' re here.

Senator, is there a -- are you
famliar with the recently enacted and approved
congestion -- not enacted, approved congestion
pricing plan that has been, | guess, voted on by
the MIA Board and is in the process of being
i npl enented in Lower Manhattan?

SENATOR KRUEGER: |"msorry, |
heard the description of congestion pricing. But
what was the question?

SENATOR MARTI NS: Are you famliar
withit?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Am | famliar
with it. | think | am yes, Madam Presi dent.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

Through you, Madam President, if the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you

continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.
But again, I'"'mnot sure it's in this
budget bill. But I'"'mstill happy to chat and try

to answer the questions.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

Senat or vyi el ds.
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SENATOR MARTI NS: It's always a
pl easure to pick your brain, Senator, so thank
you.

You know, | believe that the
costs -- or the revenues associated with
congestion pricing are probably right around a
billion dollars. Wuld you agree with that?

SENATOR KRUEGER: That is the goal.
Again, it will be for capital purposes, not
oper ati ng.

And | believe if you're tying it
into the earlier question about toll evasion,
that's on | osses on the operating side.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

Madam Presi dent, through you, if the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, ma'am

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Senator, are you
famliar with a State Conptroller audit that was
done of the MIA that audited the MIA' s paynent

for their capital plan and their contribution to
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t he capital budget?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | know t he MIA
has done any nunber -- excuse nme, | know the
State Conptroller's done any nunber of audits.
Can you cite which audit, when it cane out?

SENATCOR MARTI NS: | think it cane
out either -- I'"'mgoing to say probably 2022.

But -- Madam President, through
you -- it spoke to the deficit that the MIA has
in neetings its obligations on its capital
program and the fact that it was not paying its
proportionate share of the capital programin
lieu of operational deficits and therefore was
t aki ng noney fromthat program using it to pay
for operations, and therefore declared a deficit

in the capital plan, necessitating an infusion of

cash.

Are you famliar with that study or
that audit?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | am not
personally. | amlooking at ny staff here; we

woul d happily | ook it up.
|"massunmng -- well, we all know
that they were always running short of noney for

their capital plan.
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(Loud bang.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: It's getting wild
in here tonight.

That they've been short of noney for
their capital plan, and their capital needs keep
growi ng, especially as environnental danmage keeps
adding to the costs.

But | don't renmenber anyt hing
referencing taking fromthe operating -- sorry,

t aki ng noney from capital for operating in any
significant nunber in relationship to capital
spendi ng.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
on the bill.

SENATOR KRUECGER: But we have to
get you that report.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you. And |
will provide you with a copy of it. | should
have it back in the office.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Ckay, great.

SENATOR MARTI NS: But ,

Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Martins on the bill.

SENATOR MARTI NS: You know, | ust
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some concerns when we're dealing with budgeting
on the construct that there's a deficit
somewhere. And we understand broadly, those of
us who deal with the MIA and have dealt with the
i ssue of congestion pricing and the costs
associated with it, the idea is always that we
are going to need about a billion dollars in
revenue in order for us to maintain our
commtment to the MIA capital program

And we all understand how i nport ant
the MIA is. Subways, Long Island Rail Road,
Metro-North, the buses. W all, | think,
under stand how i nportant a vi brant and properly
operating transit systemis to the well-being of
the state and to the downstate econony.

But when we reach a point where we
have approaching a billion dollars in fare
evasion and toll evasion, w thout consequence,
where we reach a point where there is a deficit
of about a billion dollars necessitating the
i mposition of congestion pricing that is
specifically going to inpact those comrunities
that are in the city or around the Gty of
New York and t hose people who go into the city

and rely on the ability to get into New York
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City, and it disproportionately inpacts
communities |ike those in nmy district -- for the
sake of making up the billion dollars that we
shoul d be enforcing agai nst fare eval uati on and
toll evasion -- then it's hard to understand why
we aren't having these conversations on this
floor in the context of a budget.

Because it seens like we're willing
to close the eyes -- our eyes when it conmes to
fare evasion. And let's understand, that's $2.90
a ride. Hundreds of mllions of dollars of
| osses every year because we were going to allow
peopl e to take advantage of that system

And | think we all understand when
sonmeone doesn't pay, soneone el se has to nmake
that up. It doesn't nean your costs go down, it
j ust neans those people who are continuing to
make their obligatory paynent to the system
whether in ternms of a fare or some other way, are
going to have to make up that difference, or we
here are going to have to actually take noney out
of the State Budget and put it into the MIA in
order to make up that difference.

We on the island, on Long Island and

in the Hudson Valley, we actually pay a | ot
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nore -- as you know, Madam President -- when it
comes to going to and from New York City, because
the fares have actually gone up significantly,
certainly over the last 10 or 20 years, where we
see that it now costs a | ot for soneone to go in.

And the alternative of taking a car
into the city and packing your famly into the
car so you can go and enjoy everything that the
city has to offer, it is now becom ng
prohi bitively expensive for a famly to go into
the city using mass transit, because the costs
continue to go up

And so | ask, when we have proposals
to actually put sonme penalties and allow for
enforcenent of those rules so that people do not
steal fromthe general public that pay their fair
share so that those obligations aren't picked up
by soneone el se, that we should prioritize that
as wel | .

Now, |'ve heard sone people talk
about a fair fare, a fair fare. And | think it's
a concept that nost people would actually agree
to, if we could actually agree on what a fair
fare is and if it's not just everyone deciding

for thensel ves whether or not they feel Ilike
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paying it. But we're not there yet.

Because I'msure if you were to ask
people fromny district or other districts on
Long Island or in New York City or in the
Hudson Val l ey who actually use either Metro-North
or Long Island Rail Road or other forms to get
into the city -- or even soneone now who's goi ng
to drive into the city and have to pay congestion
pricing, if you were to ask them whet her or not
they could afford to pay that fare, they may
actually say no. And if we leave it up to
everyone to nake the decision for thenselves,
then frankly no one will pay the fare because the
fare isn't fair.

So let's understand the
responsibility that we have in this chanber to
hold the Iine and not allow for people to nake
t hose decisions for thenselves. Let's understand
that when you're conming into the city and you're
goi ng to nmake that paynment, or whether you're
riding the subway and you're going to nake that
paynent, and if sonebody's hopping over the
turnstile or sneaking in through the energency
door, and there's sonmeone there who can stop

them that there's an obligation to stop them and
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hol d t hem account abl e.

That's all it is. It's law and
order. There are rules, and everyone should
abi de by them Because if people can decide for
t hensel ves which rules they will or will not

follow that's not a world | think we all want to

[ive in.

Madam President, | do have one nore
guestion -- or a few nore questions -- on Part O
and | believe that's Senator Parker. |f

Senat or Parker would yield for a few questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Par ker, do you yield?

SENATOR PARKER: Only for
Senat or Martins, yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or yields for Senator Martins.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Senat or Par ker
| ooki ng sharp today.

SENATOR PARKER: (I naudi bl e.)

SENATOR MARTI NS: So, Senator, you
nmentioned earlier that there is a requirenent
under the RAPID Act and through ORES that
mat eri al s be bought in the United States.

think you nentioned that. 1Is that correct?
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SENATOR PARKER: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, yes.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Is there a
requi renent that those materials be sourced in
the State of New York?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
there is not.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Was there a
consideration to requiring that materials be
sourced in the State of New York simlar to the
requi renent that we have for MIA rail cars and
subway cars that they be sourced in the state?
Was there any consideration to those nmaterials
bei ng provided here in New York by New York
| abor ?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. Yes, there was some consi deration
There was significant conversation. But just in
the reality of being able to get these things,
these materials, nost of themare not produced in
New York State at this nonment. And so it would
be counterproductive to the |larger goal, to get
the projects actually up and running, to require
t hat .

SENATOR MARTI NS: It would just --
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Madam Presi dent, through you, if the sponsor
woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: It would just
take | onger for those conpanies that are going to
build this, since we in New York are | eading the
country in terns of offshore wind production --
it would just take |onger because they would site
here in New York, wouldn't you agree?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. We'd hope so, but -- it would take
| onger, but we're also running up agai nst sone
very tight deadlines.

And so we expect that we will get
there, that we'll get to a place where the vast
majority of the source materials that we're using
around renewabl e energy, both generation and
transm ssion, will be produced here. But we just
t hought that it was, in terns of, again, a RAPID
Act and the fact that we'd like to speed up the

process, wanted to give oursel ves enough roomto
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make things happen in a way that both served the
needs and addressed the econom cs of our
communities and of our great state, but also
allowed us to get these projects in the ground.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

Madam Presi dent, through you, if the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: W heard and |
heard earlier sone conversations about | ocal
governments, state preenption, the ability of the
state to make deci sions notw thstandi ng any
objections that the | ocal community nay have.

And frankly, we can agree to
di sagree, but ny primary | guess concern is, you
know, are there still going to be State
Environnental Quality Review Act reviews required
of these projects?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. Yes, there still would be a review.

It's not the sane review that is currently being
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done, but it will be a simlar-type revi ew done,
correct.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR NMARTI NS: So under SEQRA,
there are | ead agencies -- and nornmally the |ead
agency is a nunicipality that is inpacted by
that. And there can be a joint |ead agency
review for those who are inpacted by a particul ar
project. Sonetines they're nunicipalities,
sonmetimes they're state agencies. But there is
an effort to include everyone in that State
Environnment Quality Review review.

I's that -- would that continue to
exist with regard to projects under the RAPID Act
or under ORES siting?

(Pause.)

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent

t hrough you. So yes, that simlar type of review
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is done. And, you know, nunicipal consent,
again, is a big part of that.

But just as you say this -- | know
many of my col |l eagues don't know, but when you
tal k about SEQR, you're talking about literally
the sl owest process. Like we literally went away
fromSEQR to create Article X and went from
Article X to do ORES exactly because those ot her
processes were like glacial in conparison to what
we're trying to get done here.

But | do -- | do understand your
point. And yes, those kind of reviews, both
environnmental ly and the input fromcommunities
and bringing people to the table, are sinmlar.
Not exactly the sane.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. Thank you, Senator ParKker.

On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Martins on the bill.

SENATOR NMARTI NS: You know, SEQRA,
Madam Presi dent, exists for a reason. It is the
State Environnmental Quality Review Act.
Environnental quality.

The idea that we woul d advance
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proj ects because the process that we put in
place -- | can guarantee you it wasn't the |ocal
governments that put that process in place. It
certainly wasn't the private sector that put that
process in place. It was this chanber and the
ot her chanmber up the hall and the people on the
second floor that put SEQRA in place.

And we put it in place for a reason
because we understand that the inpacts to our
| ocal comunities have to be taken into
consi deration when sonething is built -- when
anything is built. They do SEQR reviews for
sinple multifam |y residential buildings, which
know we' I | deal with probably tonorrow.

But SEQR review is inportant.
Things like inmpact on the environnment. W should
all enbrace that. Inpact on the |ocal community
and the health of the local community. Things
i ke sound, magnetic resonance and the inpacts
that that nay have. Being able to neasure where
t hese projects are going to go and whet her or not
it will change the nature of the project or the
comunity through which it's running are al
consi derations that we have.

And | do understand that there are
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peopl e who woul d say that the greater good, the
greater good -- sonetinmes neasured as state over

| ocal government -- is the direction we should
take. O other people will say that the ends
justify the means. But that's always a dangerous
road, Madam President. Because the ends
justifying the means can be easily, easily used
to justify the unjustifiable, to actually all ow
for things that shoul dn't happen.

In our communities we've nade a
huge, trenendous commtnent to of fshore wind, the
state has. And, frankly, rightfully so. It's a
step in the right direction. | don't think
you're going to get nmuch argunment. |It's going to
create renewabl e enerqgy.

The concern is that that renewable
energy is out there off of Long Island, off the
Sout h Shore, off the East End, and eventually
it's got to make its way back onto shore. And
we've got to figure out howthat's going to
happen. Because if it's going through
comunities indiscrimnately and we're going to
prioritize the greater good over those
communities, then we're |osing sight of what the

State Environnmental Quality Review Act was
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supposed to do. W're willing to sacrifice
entire communities for the benefit of some goal.

Now, | happen to think that we may
be able to do both, that we should be able to do
both. And nmaybe it will take a little |onger for
us to get there. But we shouldn't be rushing to
do sonething if it neans we're going to destroy
t he environnment and we're going to destroy the
comunities through which these projects are
going to run

We should not be in a rush to hand
of f local control to sone unnaned, unel ected
bureaucrats and all ow themto nake deci sions that
are going to inpact our comunities, our
residents, our famlies -- not for a few nonths,
not for a few weeks, but for years and for
decades, and change the very character of our
comunities. That's what we're being asked to
do.

So for anyone in this room in this
chanber, who happens to consider thenselves to be
an environnmentalist, think twice about what we're
bei ng asked to do. Yes, we can nove the needl e
when it comes to our carbon footprint, but it

shoul dn't cone at the expense of our comrunities
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safety, our famlies' safety, and our obligation
to our own residents.

Sonmebody nentioned earlier we should
think globally. No. No. W should think
locally. Qur responsibility is here to our
comunities, to our districts, and to this state.
And only after that should we think about anyone
el se.

Madam Pr esi dent, thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senator Martins.

Senat or Rhoads, why do you rise?

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Madam President. | rise to ask a few questi ons.
However, | know Senator Krueger will have a | ong
evening, we'll have nore questions. The |onger

that 1've sat here, the nore questions | have
that are probably nore appropriately addressed to
Senator Parker. So | would ask if Senator Parker
would yield to a few questi ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER
Senat or Parker, do you yield?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| feel like I'"'mon the Dating Gane,
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trying to see if | get picked.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: You' re al ways --
you' re al ways nunber one in our book,

Senat or Par ker.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you very
much.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR RHOADS: | want to thank
Senator Martins, by the way, for his questions.

Just to put in context, would you
agree with the statenment that New York's
footprint, our carbon footprint, equates to about
4/ 10t hs of 1 percent of the entire world's carbon
footprint output?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. Yes.

SENATOR RHOADS: And, you know, |
think we can -- would the sponsor continue to
yield for questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes, nm'am

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2715

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: And | think we all
can agree that doing sonething to reduce that
carbon footprint is certainly a | audabl e goal .
It's something that we all want to see happen.
Devel opnent of renewabl e energies is sonething
that we all want to see happen. [It's good for
our future. It's good for our kids.

And | think sonme of the questions
have to do with what we're sacrificing in order
to get there and the speed that we're noving to
get there and what we may be | eavi ng behi nd.

Senat or, when we're talking about
our energy policy, would you agree that our goal
woul d be to make sure that energy is safe, energy
is reliable and energy is affordable?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. But also clean. R ght? So clean,
safe, reliable, affordable.

SENATCOR RHOADS: Under st ood.

Wul d Senat or Parker yield to
anot her questi on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you

continue to yield?
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SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: O the four, which
to you is nost inportant?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
through you. | think, just like a |lot of things
that we deal with in the context of this budget
season, that what we're tal king about are
conpeting priorities. And | think that we have
to learn here to wal k and chew gum at the sane
time. R ght?

And so over the next couple of days
as we vote on the State Budget, we are making
some gun versus butter decisions. But we find
sonme balance in trying to make sure that we have
enough for education and for housing and for
heal t hcare and for transportation, for public
protection, for energy, for agriculture.

And | think here it's a balance. |
don't rank these issues as necessarily, you know,
being in priority order, but they all have to get
done to sone degree. And project by project,
you're going to have different ones that score

higher. Right? So sone projects you work on are
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goi ng to score higher because they' re econom cal .
Sonme are going to score higher because they're

cl eaner. Sone are going to score higher on the
reliability. But we need to do all those things
si mul t aneousl y.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or .

W Il Senator Parker continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: So | certainly
understand -- | certainly understand your answer,
Senat or .

The issue we have, though, is when
we' re tal king about that |anguage that says
unr easonabl y burdensonme to environnental benefits
and to the progress of the CLCPA, it seens as
t hough we're putting -- we're willing to
sacrifice, for exanple, SEQRA review to speed up
the process, to expedite the process. But it

al so seens as though we're also willing to
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sacrifice a little bit on the safety end as well.

And so sort of back to
Senator Mattera's questions, where are we in
terms of pronoting safety, enhancing safety in
this process?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. First, as we tal k about SEQRA --
and agai n, many people here are probably too
young to renenber SEQRA, but it was an antiquated
process that we used. And frankly the
fundanmental notions of having a review that takes
in environmental concerns is actually a --
sonmething that's actually been enhanced in things
i ke the ORES process. Right?

And so if you go back to what SEQRA
asks for and what we're asking for ORES, we're
actually in the ORES process, that that process
that ORES is using, and under the RAPID Act,
we're actually asking for things that are at
| east conparable and in sonme cases nore, because
we actually know nore about what we shoul d be
| ooki ng for than we did when we created SEQRA a
hundred years ago. Right?

And so it's not a -- it's a false

di chotony to say SEQRA or ORES. And | get
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there's a feeling that we are trying to depict
this as we're going to do it fast but sl oppy.
And that's not what's happening here. Wat's
happeni ng here is us creating some very specific
ti metabl es that keeps everybody on track such
that projects can be done in a way that is safe,
cost-effective, reliable, clean and resilient.

And so we're not giving up anything
in this process. The RAPID Act does really three
things that -- if you want to get at like really,
really base, right, the first thing that it does
is that it literally just physically noves the
agency into a place that's nore appropriate, from
the Secretary of State's office into the PSC

The second thing it does, it gives
ORES the ability to site transm ssion projects
whi ch go hand-in-glove with generation. And
agai n, that hel ps speed up the process of
actually getting clean energy resources online
qui cker .

The third thing is that it creates a
set of timetables, including a default approval
process, right, that includes mnunicipal and | ocal
i nput in that process.

And so when we do that, we're not
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really giving up anything. This is really
putting us on track to deal with all of those
criteria simultaneously in a way that we think is

effective for the people of the State of

New Yor k.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or .

W Il Senator Parker continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or .

Do you believe, though -- and this
was discussed a little bit earlier. Sone of the
concerns that | have is the state's ability,

t hough, to supersede |local control. And we had a
di scussi on and we kind of received sort of two
di fferent answers.

You know, one is that the state and

t he Departnent of Environnental Conservation

woul dn't approve a process over -- wouldn't
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approve a process over the objections of |ocal
government, as was evi denced by the Long Beach
project |ast year which we referenced. However,
the coments that you had nade were that the
state does have that power if it wishes to
exercise it.

Where do you see that bal ance bei ng?

SENATOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. Senator, that's a really, really
good question. And I'mnot sure if |I've thought
about it as two different answers as much as
one -- the sane answer.

And so the one thing | was trying to
do is first contextualize the power that ORES has
already. So first, we should understand that
it's not a different power than the state
general ly has and that nany agencies have in this
very noment that we're not discussing. Right?
And t hat happen every single day within the
context of the operation of state governnent.

And | have not heard hues and cries
about the Departnent of Transportation or the
Par ks Departnent being able to alienate or
reclaimland to do whatever they're doing.

Right? So that was the first thing. [It's just

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2722

kind of contexting it.

And then the answer is yes, but this
is not a new power. Wen we created ORES, the
things that you' re concerned about existed. They
existed in ORES fromjunp. W're not adding that
or creating that in this current context. All
we're doing is noving it over.

And in fact what you're getting is
actually nore participation fromthe state
| evel -- sorry, you're getting nore participation
from municipalities because now t hey have a --
there's an obligation for ORES within the context
of the approval process to engage. There can't
be a default approval w thout engagenent by the
muni ci palities and localities. Right?

And then | was naking a point to go
back to the context, which is that if you | ook at
the pattern and practice of the State of
New York, that there has not been an abuse of
t hat .

So to the degree that | want to
answer your question directly, it really has to
do with the ability to elect the right people and
put themin place. Right? Because any governor,

you can put themin place and they, you know, can
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use this power whatever way they want to use it.
Ri ght ?

And so it depends on -- and by the
way, you know, | heard one of my colleagues talk
about the notion of having bureaucrats -- |ike
bureaucrats run everything in this state. [|I'm
not sure if we actually knew that. But SEQRA is
run by a set of bureaucrats. Right? Like the
reality is that we have a professional governnment
that actually adm nisters policy in the State of
New York. Right? And whether that's the SEQRA
policy or the Article X policy that cane after
SEQRA because SEQRA was so horrible, or the ORES
policy, all of themare admnistered in the
sane -- in the sanme kind of manner.

And so anything we create is going
to be done in that particular form because that's
t he way our government worKks.

So | don't think that -- you know, |
don't think that we're creating anything new
This is really just, you know, a noving -- a kind
of a right placenent and creating a process
that's speeds it up. But it speeds it up not at
t he expense of the quality work that we have

al ways done in this state around our conservation
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of water and | and and air.

Let ne just make this one | ast
point. As we talk about the CLCPA and why the
CLCPA is inportant -- and |I'mthe one who nade
t he statenment about thinking globally and acting
locally. You act locally because the gl obal
i mpact actually starts locally. So that when we
are putting less particulate matter in the air,
when we're using less -- creating |l ess carbon and
| ess methane in the air, then it means the water
that we're drinking is cleaner. The places in
whi ch the people in our conmunity fish and the
food that they get is cleaner. That the air that
we're breathing is cleaner. Wich neans people
are having less health inpacts fromthe air, the
water, and the food that they' re drinking, which
means our health bills are | ower.

And so we save noney and we're able
to use those resources to do nore good in other
pl aces in which we need it, |ike maybe buil ding
housi ng or putting that noney toward education.

So when we tal k about the econom cs
of energy policy within the context of the CLCPA,
it has a very, very profound |ocal inpact. And I

haven't even begun to opi ne on the nunber of
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full-time jobs at a living wage with benefits
that are going to be created fromthe ports that
have to be built and staffed to do offshore w nd.
O the nunber of electrical jobs to instal
solar. O, you know, all the things that need to
be done within building a clean energy econony.

So I think that | |ook at the CLCPA
and | think it's a net wwn for the state. W
are, yes, investing literally billions of dollars
intoit, but there's going to be trillions of
dol lars that cone back to us both within the
context of the econom c inpacts, both primry,
secondary and tertiary, as well as the health
benefits that we're going to enjoy and just the
standard of living that people in the State of
New York are going to enjoy because they have
clean air, water and | and.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or .

|"d just rem nd you that we have
approximately three mnutes left in this debate.

SENATOR RHOADS: Ch, ny goodness.
kay. Let nme -- let ne -- let me hop on the

bill, then. Actually, you know what, |et ne ask
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one nore -- |I'll hop on the bill. Never m nd.

Thank you, Senator Parker,
appreciate it.

You know, the concern is that we --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Rhoads, you're on the bill?

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you very
much.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Rhoads on the bill.

SENATOR RHOADS: | appreciate it,
Madam Pr esi dent .

The concern is that we are willing
to take shortcuts and what we are willing to take
shortcuts for. And | think the goals of CLCPA
are |laudable, but it seenms as though we are
willing to sacrifice local control, which has
| ong been recognized in this state, under
Article VIIl and Article I X of our Constitution
and our ability to exercise hone rule -- that
we're willing to shortcut that process and all ow
the state to cone in and actually make deci si ons
with respect to what's happening in our |ocal
communities in the interest of advancing the

CLCPA.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2727

W're also -- and | didn't get to
ask this question -- we're also willing to
sacrifice safety with respect to a nunber of the
provi sions that we have in Part M in Part PP, in
Part QQ with respect -- and Part GG specifically
with respect to the lithiumion batteries.

Lithiumion batteries have been
responsible, in the last five years, for
25,000 fires in the United States. Just in 2023,
there were 200 -- in the Cty of New York al one,
not across the state, in the City of New York
267 lithiumion battery fires resulting in 150
injuries and 18 deaths. There were four in 2021,
six in 2022 -- just in the Cty of New York

As we put nore of these e-bikes,
these lithiumion batteries -- and when we're
tal ki ng about storage for residential energy
storage systens, when we're tal king about
fast-charging, we're doing a fast-charging
i nfrastructure study, when we're tal king about
Bui | d- Ready storage, we are -- we are outpacing
t he pace of technology. And we're outpacing the
pace of safety.

In 2021, for exanple, there was a

fire in Houston with a Tesla vehicle that took
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eight firefighters seven hours and 28, 000 gal |l ons
of water to put out.

Wi | e Senator Parker earlier in our
conversation was tal king about the fact that we
are very concerned about safety, as we're
advancing the ball on technol ogy, as we're noving
forward requiring that this battery storage get
| arger and larger and larger in order to
accomodat e the goal s of the CLCPA, we're not
doi ng enough to protect safety.

And with respect to Part GG for
exanple, which intentionally omts the Executive
proposal to prohibit anyone from di stri buting,
assenbl i ng, reconditioning, selling or offering
to sell any lithiumion battery or secondhand
battery that hasn't been certified by an
accredited testing | aboratory, the one thing that
was in the Governor's budget that actually would
have afforded sone |evel of protection and
addressed it, that's being pulled out of the
budget .

| think we need -- | think we need
to -- not to borrow the phrase fromour battery
debates with respect to electric school buses,

but we do need to punp the brakes a little bit
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and be nore concerned about safety and the inpact
that us noving with this breakneck speed is going
to have with respect to the safety of all New
Yorkers, as denonstrated by the probl ens that
we're having with small lithiumion batteries,
and how nmuch |l arger those problens will be as we
nmove forward with the CLCPA in not allow ng the
technol ogy to catch up so that we can provide
safe, affordable and reliable energy.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Are
there any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we've agreed to restore this to the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
is restored to the noncontroversial cal endar.

There's a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger

noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
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Fi nance, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8808C and
substitute it for the identical Senate
Bill 8308C, Third Readi ng Cal endar 842.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read the | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
CGonzal ez to explain her vote.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise before you today to speak on
the work that we have done to ensure that
New York is a leader in artificial intelligence
and to build a New York that enbraces the
potential of Al while protecting New Yorkers from
its many ri sks.

| want to first speak on TEDE
Part MM the Artificial Intelligence Deceptive

Practices Act. This bill is the npst robust
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deep-fakes bill in the entire country, and it
enbodi es our commtnent to protecting the privacy
and dignity of all New Yorkers, preserving the
integrity of our denocracy, and hol ding t hose who
seek to underm ne it accountabl e.

M sinformation is not a new eneny,
but we've already seen the danage fake news can
wreak on our denocracy. The rapid advancenent
and broad accessibility of powerful Al
t echnol ogi es makes this threat even nore
pal pabl e. Deep-fake videos, audio or inmages have
the potential to target individuals, sw ng
el ections, and suppress voter participation.

For instance, earlier this year a
deep-fake audi o recordi ng of President Biden
urged voters not to participate in
New Hanpshire's primary el ection.

In this election year, which is
critical for New York, we nust send a strong
nmessage about how hard we're willing to fight to
protect our denocracy, and we rnust do so while
protecting people's First Anendnent rights.

| al so want to speak on TEDE
Part TT, the Enpire Al Consortium \While this

version of the bill does not include everything
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we wanted, | am proud of the portions of our plan
t hat have been adopt ed.

The construction of the research
institution included a project |abor agreenent,
and its operation will nmaximze energy efficiency
and m nimze negative environnental inpacts.

The institute will pronote
responsi bl e research and devel opnent to advance
public-interest use of artificial intelligence,
steering advancenents of this technology in the
right direction.

Wth these two bills, we've set a
hi gh bar, not just for our state, but for the
entire country. However, our work is far from
over. To build a state where New Yorkers can
fully benefit from emerging technol ogi es, we need
to be proactive, passing additional |egislation
that regul ates public and private usage sector
generative Al, protecting our nost fundanental
rights to privacy and investing in workforce
devel opnent and training.

| look forward to working with ny
col | eagues in this chanber to realize this vision
for a better and inmersive New York

So thank you all, and I amproud to
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vote aye on this bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Gonzal ez to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Ranps to explain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Again | rise to talk about how this
budget inpacts New York's children. The TEDE
bill carries significant |anguage as it relates
to our clinmate enmergency and our efforts to build
a union climate econony. Qur children are
inheriting a climate that is nore extrenme and
dangerous than any previous generation has had to
deal with. The climte crisis magnifies
i nequality, poverty and di splacenment in a way
that is felt nost seriously by our children.

In fact, check this out. According
to a report issued by the International NGO
Save the Children, 90 percent of diseases
resulting fromthe climate crisis are likely to
af fect children under the age of five. By 2050,
a further 24 mllion children are projected to be
undernourished as a result of the climate crisis.

Almost 160 million children in the

worl d are exposed to increasingly severe and
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prol onged droughts. The education of around
38 million children is disrupted each year by the
climate crisis. The climate crisis is forcing
famlies to mgrate. By 2050 there could be
143 mllion nore mgrants due to the climte
crisis.

|"m already seeing all of this in ny
district. W had famlies displaced by
Hurricane lda. W're at severe risk for asthma.
And we've continued to wel cone hundreds of
m grant children who have been displaced by
clinmate emergencies in their countries often
caused by nultinational corporations that pollute
their environnment and ours with no consequence.

|"mproud that this bill reflects
t he needs of workers in the replacenent |anguage
for the Waterfront Conm ssion, the RAPID Act, and
PLA requirenents for the Enpire Al Consortium
construction. W are taking care of workers as
we step into the future, but there's so nmuch nore
to do to upgrade our infrastructure and nmake use
of our waterfront to protect us.

And surely we're going to keep
pushi ng for the HEAT Act and the Superfund Act.

New York needs to give parents an opportunity to

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2735

build a better life for their children, nmaking
sure our climate transition has prevailing wages,
Buy American standards, and | abor peace
agreenents that build a m ddle class now and

saf eguard our planet for our children's future.

For a union clinate econony, | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ranos to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Harckhamto explain his
vot e.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

| will be voting yes on this
section. | just want to clarify for the record a
few things that have been said here today.

The technol ogy and energy storage
devices at the utility-scale level is vastly
different than e-bikes. And we need to be really
cl ear about that. W can't conflate the two.

NYSERDA just cane out with a safety
study that | encourage everybody to | ook at. And
if we want to talk about safety, let's look in
our communities at the carbon econony. The gas

station fires every day all over New York State.
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The natural gas pipeline explosions all over the
country. The fuel depot fires all over this
country. The tragedy just a couple of nonths
ago: A container truck blew up and |iquidated a
section of 1-95, the busiest section of Route 95
on the East Coast.

So | think we really need to keep
things in perspective. And that, you know, let's
really have a debate based on the facts as
opposed to fear.

"1l be voting aye, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Harckhamto be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Scarcel | a-Spanton to explain
her vote.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, Madam Presi dent.

And | also will be voting aye on
this portion of the budget.

|"d like to speak on some neasures
inthe final State Budget that |I'm proud to have
hel ped secure, along with my coll eagues.

Firstly, I'"mproud of the provision
in the budget that enpowers victins of artificial

intelligence deceptive practices |ike deep fakes
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to seek conpensation for damages. It also
ensures that offenders distributing deep fakes
contai ning child pornography or interfering with
el ections can be prosecuted.

As a woman and a nother to a young
girl, I felt it was inperative that New York take
action to conbat these nmaliciously altered
phot ographs that target a | ot of wonen
especially, and to acknow edge the real-world
consequences of unchecked technol ogi cal advances.

Next | want to express my gratitude
for a nmeasure that was included in the State
Budget to update the Waterfront Commi ssion's
term nol ogy, to renove the 1950s | anguage that
was particularly discrimnatory in nature to
those of Italian descent. It's a big deal that
we made t hese upgrades and changed the | anguage
to reflect the tinmes of 2024, and |I' m hopi ng t hat
this will help our ports to thrive and hire |ocal
Staten |slanders especially.

Wth that, | proudly vote aye

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Scarcel | a- Spanton to be recorded in the

affirmati ve.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2738

Senat or Ryan to explain his vote.

SENATOR RYAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Beconm ng a | eader in energing
i ndustry can have an enornous inpact on a state's
econony and that's what we often endeavor to do
in New York State. W try to invest in
industries of the future. A, as we know, it's
going to play a mgjor role in our future. |Its
i mpact on our society is growng all the tine.

Enpire Al is an opportunity for
New York to get ahead of the curve in Al
devel opnent and to becone a | eader in research
| " m happy this programw || be housed at the
University at Buffalo, and it will be called the
Al Research Institute at the University at
Buf f al o.

It will allowthe state to | everage
the collective know edge of our university
systens and our private universities. It wll
help us to attract the next generation of tech
researchers and tech | eaders. The University at
Buf fal o has been doing Al before they called it
Al, and they have several researchers there who

are leaders in this field.
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But the project will have a good 360
econoni ¢ devel opnent. It won't be just for, of
course, the University at Buffal o; universities
fromall over the state will participate in it.
And we put strong |abor standards in that bill,
nmeani ng that the project when it's built will all
be built pursuant to a project |abor agreenent.

So we ook forward to Al having a
great history in New York State. And we're going
to achieve that by al so maki ng sure we have a
robust reporting standard so we know what's
happening in this program

So we're happy to support this
initiative. |1'mexcited for what it will do to
nmy honet own university, University at Buffalo,
and | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ryan to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to explain nmy vote in favor
of this bill. | amgrateful for the work that so
many have done to pronote green energy, both at

the industry scale with transm ssion and storage,
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but also at the residential |evel, sone
residential storage, and decarboni zi ng our
transportation sector.

But in the spirit of the debate that

we heard before, | would like to speak about a
part that is not inthis bill, and that is the
Climate Superfund. Senator Krueger's bill sadly

did not make it into this legislation. And |
hope it will beconme enacted soon, because it
makes the polluters bear the cost of the very
real danmage that has been done and will be done
to our state because of the carbon econony.

The State of Vernont has al ready
enacted Senator Krueger's bill, and | don't see
why we shoul dn't t oo.

So | vote aye, but with the hope
that we will do better in the future.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Sanders to explain his vote.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

There are so many good things about

this bill that | could speak of. | could speak
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of our attenpts to get into and have sone
understanding of Al and to stop the deep fakes.
| could speak of many different things.

But I want to speak as the
representative of New York's Lower 9th Ward. |
represent the Lower 9th Ward of New York City.
Now, nost of you know that the Lower 9th Ward of
course was the area in New Ol eans that was
ruined in Hurricane Katrina. And | represent the
part of the city that's going to have it first.
What ever's going to happen, we're going to get it
first. And therefore, we have to be ready.

We have to encourage all of you to
put asi de what ever problens that you have and
focus on the issue of climate change, because it
is real. W have seen the difference in the
ground versus just five years ago.

So we understand we' ve been given a
f orewar ni ng by Superstorm Sandy, which we have
not yet recovered from And we're encouragi ng
all of you to get serious with these things,
because these things are very serious and will be
serious with you.

Wth that in mnd, of course |I'm

goi ng back into the waters. Many of you know
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that I -- on a yearly basis, | go into the waters
and make a speech trying to encourage people to
take climate change seriously. Now, |ast year
you know that there were certain problens that |
encountered in the water. W did not get the
perm ssion of the water. Perhaps we shoul d have
done that first. It was kind of a disaster.

W will doit different this year.
We're going to go in there, and |I'm encouragi ng
all of you to cone and join nme. There is roomin
the Atlantic for all of us. And that way --
well, 1'Il be kind there.

So under those conditions |I'm going
to vote yes on this because | know that clinate
change is real. | represent the Lower 9th Ward
of New York City, also known as the Talented 10th
District of New York State governnent. And I'm
encouraging all of us to participate. | figure,
you know, let's battle over the problens, let's
really work it out to see what we need to do.

But at the end of the day, let's vote to save
this great state of ours.

l"mvoting yes. |1'Il see you all in
t he water cone Saturday.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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Sanders to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 842, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza,
Martins, Mattera, Murray, Oberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wber and Wi k.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 17.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATCOR SERRANO Madam Pr esi dent
can we pl ease take up Cal endar 841.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
841, Assenbly Bill 8805C, Budget Bill, an act to
amend the Penal Law.

(Pause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATOR LANZA: "' m not sure,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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(Laughter.)
SENATOR LANZA: Madam Presi dent, |

believe there's an anendnent at the desk. Now,

al so believe that that amendnent has three parts.

So | amgoing to attenpt to see whether three
menbers of this august body can convi nce you of
its gernaneness.

So | ask that you recognize
Senators Borrello, Oberacker, and Stec.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: | tried.

Accordi ngly, Madam President, |
appeal the ruling of the chair and again | ask
that you recognize, in this order,

Senators Borrello, Oberacker, and Stec to be
heard on that appeal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or Borrello may be heard.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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| rise torule -- to appeal the
ruling of the chair because this amendnent is
i ndeed germane to the part at hand, because the
part at hand deals with crimnal penalties and
this anendnent deals with increasing crimnal
penal ties.

There is no doubt that the wllful
wat eri ng down of crimnal responsibility here in
New York State has had tragic and viol ent
results. The so-called crimnal justice reforns
have enbol dened crim nals across the state.
Violence is up. It is no nore apparent than the
vi ol ence that we see agai nst | aw enforcenent
of ficials.

We stand here knowi ng that four
police officers in the last nmonth in New York
State have given their lives in the |line of duty.
This has to end. New York State needs to draw a
line in the sand and say we will no | onger
tolerate violence like this. Someone who will
commt a crine like murder willfully against a
menber of |aw enforcenment or a first responder
woul d not think twice to kill any of us, any
New Yorker. These are people who are beyond

reproach -- beyond rehabilitation, in fact.
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That's why ny anmendnent calls for
reinstating the death penalty for those that
would willfully take the lives of a | aw
enforcenment official or first responder. This
shoul d happen in New York State. W do indeed
need to reinstate the death penalty for those
fol ks that would do this, take out a | aw
enforcenent official. This is not theory, this
is reality here in New York State

Now, you m ght say we have life in
prison for those. Unfortunately, that's no
| onger the case. W have a radical Parole Board
filled with fol ks who believe it's okay to
rel ease these violent crimnals back onto our
streets. The Parole Board that we have now has
rel eased countl ess nunbers of rapists, nurderers,
cop killers back onto our streets.

In my own district, a heinous
subhuman ani mal that should still be in prison is
on the streets. He raped and nurdered a wonan
wal ki ng on a path on Mdther's Day, wal king her
dog. The Parole Board saw fit to release this
ani mal back onto our streets. And he's already
recommtted nore crine. He's back in prison

It's time to say that we need a true
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deterrent for those that would willfully Kill

| aw enforcenent officials and first responders.
That's why | think all of us should unite and
join to support this anendnment to restore the
death penalty for those that would willfully
nmurder a nenber of |aw enforcenent.

So | ask that you reconsider your
deci si on, Madam Presi dent .

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ober acker .

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

|"mthe second to rise to appeal the
ruling of the chair. The proposed anendnent is
germane to the bill at hand because ny bil
contains crucial public protection provisions.
Laken's Law is proposed with a heavy heart,
because this is a | aw we never wanted or shoul d
we need.

The federal governnment's border
policies and New York's soft-on-crinme agenda have
enbol dened crinmnals to come to our country.
Near|ly 200,000 illegal inmgrants have cone to

New York. Policies here and in the city have
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continued to enable illegal inmgrants to be free
to commt crinmes throughout our state, and those
crimnals float through virtually no consequences
and absolutely no way to keep track of them

If they commit a crinme in another
state or even have a crimnal record fromtheir
country of origin, there is no way for our
| aw enforcenent and courts to adjust accordingly.

Qur bill requires local and state
| aw enforcenent to notify ICE or arrest those
convicted and foster collaborations between
agencies aiding in the identification and
potential deportation of individuals who pose a
threat to public safety and national security.

Madam Presi dent, inmagi ne a New York
where we give our |aw enforcenment the tools
needed to protect our communities and cooperate
with federal immgration authorities.

You know, there are those in this
Legi slature that seemto be fighting harder to
protect New York's sanctuary status rather than
protect the well-being of New York citizens.

But Madam Presi dent, we can change
this. W nust restore basic protocols of

col | aboration that were in place for decades. W
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can change this by notifying | CE of these
crimnals in order to uphold the integrity of the
| egal inmgration process by deterring illegal
activities and reinforcing adherence to
immgration laws. The continued refusal to pass
Laken's Law i s dangerous, Madam President, and
deadl y.

For those reasons, | strongly urge
you to reconsider your ruling.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
St ec.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Batting cleanup here, | rise to
appeal your ruling. The proposed amendnent is
germane to the bill at hand because both the bill
at hand and the proposed anmendnment relate to
public safety.

G ving only 90 days' notice for the
closure of a correctional facility is an
unconsci onabl e hardshi p on the professional,
correctional and civilian enpl oyees that we
charge to serve in them and keep us safe. These
enpl oyees will need to be relocated to different

institutions, sonetines much farther away from
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their original facility. That's a severe inpact
on the famly.

And if enpl oyees aren't |ucky enough
to be relocated within the DOCCS system nany of
themw Il need vocational retraining in order to
find a different job if they want to stay in the
community. It's illogical and inconprehensible
that entire facilities will be closed with just
90 days' noti ce.

Further, we run the risk of not
havi ng the space for higher-security inmates that
need to be transferred to at |east an equally
secure prison. W do not have any guidelines as
to how closing a correctional facility will be
determ ned, except that it will be by the whim of
t he Governor. W cannot assume that a prison
closure will occur for anything other than an
arbitrary, capricious, flinmsy reasoni ng which
will primarily reflect and affect our upstate and
largely this side of the aisle's districts.

So for these reasons | strongly urge
you to reconsider your ruling.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, all three Senators.

| want to rem nd the house that the
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vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATOR GRI FFO Request a show of
hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: A show
of hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
St ec.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

"1l be having sone questions
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regarding prison closures in Part D. But in

advance of that, | have some nore generic
guestions on the bill. And | was hoping that
maybe Senator Krueger would -- or whoever is

appropriate m ght answer them if they would

yield. Senator Salazar m ght be able to handle

t hese.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Sal azar ?

Senat or Stec, can you hold a m nute,
pl ease?

SENATOR STEC: | sure can,
Madam Presi dent. No probl em

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

(Pause.)

SENATOR KRUECGER: There was a runor
| had extra tine.

SENATCR STEC: Madam Pr esi dent, |
apol ogi ze. If Senator Krueger would be willing
to yield for prelimnary questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, will you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Thank you, Senator Krueger.
|"msorry for that mixup. 1'Il own that.

| do want to ask about prisons, and
so | appreciate Senator Salazar's in the w ngs
and you were trying to take a quick break. But
being that I1'mthe | eadoff batter, | wanted to
just ask a few questions, if | may.

Does this bill, the Public
Protection and General Governnent bill, public
protection, make any meani ngful reforns to the
state's cashless bail progran? |[It's been in and
out of the news, and we've tweaked it a couple of
times in the budget. Are there any inprovenents
offered in this year's budget regarding the
fallout and the issues behind cashl ess bail?

SENATOR KRUECGER: No, not in this
bill.

SENATCR STEC: Madam Presi dent, if
t he sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.
SENATOR STEC: Thank you,

Senat or Krueger. | appreciate your answer "not
inthis bill." And so I'mmndful that we al so
have not seen six of the remaining bills. And I
al so understand that a ot of the nore difficult
things may be all cranmmed into one final bill at
the end, which is frustrating certainly to ny
conf erence.
But to the best of your know edge,

is it going to be -- will it be addressed at al

in any of the remaining bills that we haven't

seen?

SENATOR KRUECGER: As far as | know,
no.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you for your
answer .

Madam President, will the sponsor
continue to yield, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Al right. So ny
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second question had to do with if we were adding
any nore qualifying crines to make them
bail-eligible, but 1'lIl take it from your
previ ous answer that that was no.

Do we end New York's status as the
only state in the Union that does not allow
j udges to consider the dangerousness of the
of f ender when naking bail decisions? New York is
the only state that does not allow that. Do we
address that in the public protection bill?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | believe we're
maki ng no changes in the rules vis-a-vis bail.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you.

Madam Presi dent, a couple nore
guestions for Senator Krueger, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Thank you, Senator Krueger.

Do we repeal or make any changes to
the HALT Act or the Less is More Act or the Raise

the Age, these three other |arge, sweeping
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changes done in the last few years in crimna
justice that have been criticized by nany nenbers

of the public and | aw enforcenent? Do we --

simlar to bail, these other areas, HALT, Less is
More, Raise the Age -- do we nake any changes in
the public protection bill or any future bills in

t he budget ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No. Although I'm
not sure | agree that these are controversi al
bills that the public is crying out for change.
And | think Raise the Age was certainly nore than
one year ago.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you.

Madam Presi dent, if the sponsor
woul d continue to vyield.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you. One nore
guestion for you, Senator Krueger.

s there anything in the public
protection budget bill that makes the jobs of our
police officers, our cops, our corrections
of ficers, | ess dangerous? 1Is there anything in

here that we've inproved the safety and chances
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of success for our people in uniform our first
responders and | aw enforcenent, or add nore cops?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Not in this bill.

SENATOR STEC: | f the sponsor woul d
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Can we expect that
that woul d be addressed in any of the bills we're
likely to see tonorrow?

SENATOR KRUECGER: | believe we'll
be happy to see additional funding support for
state operations and | ocal police forces
t onor r ow,

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,

Senat or Krueger. And again, | apol ogize for
i nterrupting dinner.

Madam Pr esi dent, the remaining
guestions | have are regarding nore specific
guestions on our prison closures, and | believe
that was going to be Senator Sal azar.

Agai n, | thank you, Senator Krueger,
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for your indul gence.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Not a problem

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Sal azar, do you yield?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent. Thank you, Senator Sal azar.

On the prison closures, historically
it's been ny understanding that in the past when
a prison was closed, there was funding, it was
required to -- that an econom c inpact for the
comunity was going to be funded. And then for
sonme reason, and | don't know how | ong ago --
per haps before yours and ny tenure here -- that
fundi ng went away.

|s there any funding in this budget

or to your -- in this bill, the public protection
bill, or to your know edge in future budget bills
that we'll see tonorrow that will provide for

econonic inpact to these conmunities that will be

| osing their prisons?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
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Madam Presi dent, there is not funding designated
for that specific purpose.

| will note that the anticipated
fiscal inpact of this proposal would be a
substantial cost savings to the state. W're
| ooki ng at an overall annual savings that the
Executive estimates of about $77 mllion in the
com ng fiscal year and $128 million annually in
subsequent years.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you.

Madam President, will the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Al right, thank
you.

Now, mny understanding of the history
of this is that the Executive had the authority
in years past, with six nonths' notice, to close a
prison on their owm. And then sone tine ago that
got increased to 12 nonths. So right now, if we

di d nothing, the Governor could decide to close
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any nunber of facilities with a year's noti ce.

But this Governor -- and we've seen
this in recent years -- has asked for 90 days,
whi ch according to the people at DOCCS that |'ve
tal ked to, 90 days just logistically is not --
not really feasible. They say a nunber | arger
than 90 and naybe up to 180 woul d be better.

But the bill |anguage tal ks about
how many prisons? 1Is it correct that the bill
| anguage woul d gi ve the Governor up to five
prisons or just five?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
Madam President, up to five is the | anguage. So
it does not require that the Executive close a
total of five prisons, but would allow for the
Executive to close up to five with appropriate
90 days' noti ce.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,
Madam President. WII the sponsor yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thanks, Senat or.
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So up to five. So it could be four,
it could be one, it could be zero. Does it
require that they be all announced at once, or
could she announce two and then a nonth or two
| at er announce anot her one? And is there any
criteria in the bill that says this is how we're
goi ng to deci de which prisons we're going to
cl ose?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
Madam President. As long as the Executive
provi des at |east 90 days' notice -- and of
course it is upto five facilities -- there is
not a requirenment that the Executive announce al
of the facilities at the sane tine.

But if she is going to cl ose one
facility or two or three or four or five, she
woul d need to give at |east 90 days' notice.

To Senator Stec's second question
regarding criteria in determ ning which
facilities, the Executive has not indicated to us
at all which facilities the Executive would
consi der for closure.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you. |If the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
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Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Are you aware of the
exi stence or devel opnment of any list to this
poi nt ? Nunber one.

And nunber two, is it your
under st andi ng or have there been any
conversations that you or any other nenber of the
Legislature is going to have input into that
list, or is this entirely up to the Executive?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
Madam President. This is at the discretion of
t he Executive, and neither the Executive nor
DOCCS have informed ne of the prisons that they
woul d consi der closing or intend to cl ose.

SENATOR STEC: |"msorry, | didn't
hear that |ast part.

SENATOR SALAZAR: Sorry. The
Executive has not inforned me of facilities,
specific facilities that they intend to close.

So | have not been provided a list or a tentative
list.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you.
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Madam Presi dent, a couple nore
guestions, if the sponsor would vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR STEC: Thanks,

Senat or Sal azar.

In the past, big criticismarose
fromthe history that the state has as a steward
of these facilities. Once they're closed, they
sit there, nothing cones of them they start to
rot, they start to beconme a blight on the host
community. In fact, we've got a constitutional
anmendnent that | sponsored that we've passed in
here every year regardi ng one of those,

Canp Gabriel in Franklin County, that the
Assenbly hasn't managed to pass yet. And it
needs one because it's in the Adirondack Park.

But again, this is a major issue for
many cl osed facilities. And so in response to
that, the Executive a couple of years ago did
create a redevel opnent task force, and they cane

out with a report. | criticized the report at a
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budget hearing because the report literally says

nothing. It does not provide any plan in general
or, nore inportantly, specifically for any of the
cl osed prisons.

So ny question is, in the public
protection bill where we're going to go ahead and
reauthorize this kind of authority to the
Governor, given that in recent years when we've
cl osed prisons they've been closed and allowed to
rot in place, is there any redevel opnent plan in
this bill or likely in a future bill that would
require that the Governor have, you know, sone
sort of specific plan for these facilities that
our taxpayers own, that we have a stewardship
responsibility for?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, yes.

So in existing law, in Article 1V,
Section 79-B of the Correction Law, there is a
requirenent for -- if the Executive is going to
close a correctional facility, for there to be an
adaptive reuse plan.

Under this proposal, in which the
Executive would be required to give 90 days'

noti ce of closure, the DOCCS conm ssi oner woul d
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al so be required to report to the Tenporary
President of the Senate and to the Speaker of the
Assenbly on staff relocation efforts within
60 days of the closure. So there is existing |aw
that requires a reuse plan to be put forward and
to be submtted.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you.

Madam President, will the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR STEC: ' m not aware of --
and I"'mcurious if you have ever seen one of
t hese reuse plans for any of the facilities that
we' ve closed. Because | can take you to a | ot of
former prisons around the North Country for sure
that are closed that | don't think anyone has
ever seen a closure plan.

So it's existing law, and yet no
one's following the law. And in the nmeanti ne,
again, these prisons are a blight. They | ook

| i ke postapocal yptic structures the way that
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they're sitting there in the Adirondacks.

mean, we al ways tal k about how nuch we care about
t he environnment and we protect, you know, these
resources very much in the viewsheds and what not .
And you drive around, and the state is the worst
| andl ord, | andowner in the Adirondacks.

Have you seen any of these cl osure
pl ans for any of the previous prisons that have
been cl osed?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | believe the question is have
| reviewed plans for facilities that were
previously closed. |'ll note that in existing
|aw DOCCS is not -- nor the Executive is required
to submt those plans to nme or to the
Legi sl ature.

What existing law requires is that
t he conm ssioner consult with the conm ssioner of
Econom ¢ Devel opnent, other relevant authorities,
in order to present a reuse plan. And then that
plan is actually provided to | ocal governnents,
|l ocalities where the facility would be | ocated.

But existing | aw does not require
that the Legislature review those plans. So |

haven't recei ved t hem
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SENATOR STEC: Thank you.

Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Stec on the bill.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you. Thank
you, Senator Sal azar.

And again, thank you
Senat or Krueger, for allowing me to interrupt

your break on short notice like that.

The cl osure of prisons, | understand

everyone's | ooking at heads in beds. W can all
debate the wi sdomas to what we've done with our
crimnal justice systemto get where we are with
our inmate head count. Are we heading in the
right direction, wong direction? | guess the
voters will let us all know.

But | don't think that there's
debate that we've failed in two areas recently,

and they are relevant to the decision to close

pri sons.

In recent years, for a variety of
reasons -- legislation that we've passed here --
violence in the prisons has gone up. It has
tripled. Innmate-on-inmate viol ence and

i nmat e-on-staff violence has tripled in the | ast
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few years. Further concentrating the bad appl es,
when we have staffing shortages and staffing
chal I enges, is only going to nake these prisons
nor e dangerous unl ess we do somret hing about that.

W have not done anythi ng about that
as a Senate or as a Legislature, and the Governor
hasn't held any feet to the fire in the budget
negotiations to do it in this budget. So we've
changed not hing other than we are going to
further concentrate the bad apples into a
situation where the violence is only likely to
continue to increase.

And then, as | nmentioned in debate,
the other issue is that we are doing a huge
di sservice to the taxpayers that own all these
facilities, and specifically to the taxpayers
that live in the communities that host these
facilities. And when we close them and we ignore
them and we put a chain on the gate and a | ock on
t he door and wal k away and al |l ow Mother Nature to
wr eak havoc on them so that they only
deteriorate, they only |l ose value, then it
beconmes folly to even tal k about reusing them
because they're beyond repair.

In the meantine, these host
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comuni ties now have sonet hing owned by the State
of New York that |ooks |like a ghetto. And we
don't need themin our conmunities anywhere in

t he state.

So we shouldn't be closing these
prisons until we figure out a plan to nake sure
that they're safe, and we shouldn't cl ose these
prisons until we have a plan for what to do with
that facility before we turn it over to the rats
and the weather and the wind and the rain.

For that and nany other reasons in
this bill, I"Il be voting against the public
protection bill. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Rhoads.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

W11l the sponsor of choice yield to
a few questions? |1'mnot sure who it is. This
is with respect to Part A and Part C.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mayer, do you yield?

SENATOR MAYER: Are you tal king

about Part A, Senator?
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SENATOR STEC: Yes.

SENATCR MAYER: s that assault on
a retail worker?

SENATOR RHOADS: That woul d be yes.
Retail worker assaults, and then I'll be asking a
few questions on Part Cwith respect to hate
crinmes.

SENATCR MAYER: Part Cis what?
|'mPart A, 1've been instructed.

SENATOR RHOADS: Ckay, thank you.
Wl Senator Mayer yield to a few questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyields, yes.

SENATOR MAYER: Yes, | yield.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senat or Mayer.

Part A deals with a new crine of
assault on a retail worker. Can you describe
what that is?

SENATCR MAYER: Yes, of course.

This provision creates a new crine,
assault on retail workers -- let nme get the exact
| anguage -- with the intent to prevent a retai
wor ker from perform ng an act within the scope of

such worker's enploynent, where the person causes
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physical injury to the retail worker and the
per son knew or reasonably should have known t hat
t he individual was a retail worker.
This creates a Cass E fel ony
puni shabl e by four years in prison
SENATCOR RHOADS: And are Class E
felonies bail-eligible?
|"msorry, will the sponsor yield?
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Are you
aski ng Senator -- does the Senator yield?
SENATOR MAYER: Yes, | yield.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.
SENATCOR RHOADS: Are Cass E --
Class E felonies are not bail-eligible, correct,
in nost circunstances?
SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,
Madam President. On the first offense, this
offense is not bailable. But under the
har m on- harm provi sions that we enacted in
nodi fying the bail reform on the second of fense
this certainly is one of those offenses that a
court could inpose bail or other conditions.
SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senat or.
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W1 Senator Mayer continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or .

So in other words, in order to be
held on bail, a defendant woul d have to assault
two retail workers, correct?

SENATOR MAYER: Not correct. On
the first offense, if the person got charged with
this new crime, assault on a retail worker, and
then while either out with a desk appearance
ticket or not yet having a determ nation on that
and then is charged with a second crine that
i nvol ves harmto property, for exanple -- not
assault, a m sdeneanor involving harmto
property -- with a second charge the of fenses
woul d be bail -eligible.

And | et nme point out that the point
of this is to create a crine that reflects the

situation that we have where currently there is
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not a description of a crime that actually fits
what's occurring.

So we are creating a crinme with
serious consequences to address a problemthat
all of us know exists in our conmunities, and we
need to give both prosecutors and police
additional tools to deal with it.

SENATCOR RHOADS: W1l the Senator
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Way shoul d an
i ndi vi dual accused of this crime not be eligible
for bail or be given a second opportunity to go
out and commt further crimes wthout being able
to be held on bail?

SENATOR MAYER: Wel |, through you,

Madam President, we did not -- as was answered
previously, we did not amend the bail law in
this.

VWhat we did was create a new cri ne

to deal with a situation that gives a much
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har sher penalty, and appropriately so, for
assaulting a retail enployee. Currently that
crime cannot be charged really with the
seriousness that is needed.

The current crinmes that could be
applied, lIike aggravated harassnment in the second
degree, which is a Cass A nisdeneanor, that
doesn't neet the noment of what this crine is.

So we are enhancing the penalties
and making it possible that on a second of fense
of any kind of nature that involves harmto
person or property, bail can be set.

But bail is not the only consequence
that one should | ook at. The possibility of
being in jail for four years upon a conviction of
this new Class E felony is a serious deterrent,
we believe.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senat or .

| guess ny question is, from 2018 --
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHQOADS: |"ve got to get
used to that.

Thank you, Senator. From 2018 to
2020 you had overall assaults in retai
establishnments that were up 42 percent --

63 percent in grocery stores, 75 percent in
conveni ence stores. In the last year there's
been a 22 percent increase in the Gty of

New York in retail theft incidents, including
63, 000 conpl aints that were made, nobst going
unr esol ved.

Wiy is it, though, that on the
initial arrest, for the initial comm ssion of the
crinme of assault of a retail worker, why is bai
not an option? Because that was a consci ous
decision in witing this bill. W all understand
the need for the legislation. But the question

is, why does a judge not have the opportunity to

be able to set bail, or a prosecutor able to seek
bail, considering that they assaulted a retai
wor ker ?

SENATOR MAYER: Well, I'mnot going

to revisit, Senator Rhoads, the distinctions nade

in the original bail |aw between certain crines
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and ot hers.

The fact that is relevant here is
that with this new crinme we are actually giving
bot h prosecutors and police additional tools, and
we are giving a judge the additional tool of
being able to set bail or other conditions that
may be appropriate when a person goes out and,
for exanple, tries to break into a car.

So we made certain distinctions in
the original bail law, and we nade multiple
changes thereafter, which you seemto be not
acknow edgi ng, that give this harm on-harm
provision the ability for a judge to set bail.

And the other thing | would note for
you is you cited your statistics -- | don't know
where they cone from | have other statistics.
There's no question this is a serious problem
That's why we're addressing it. That's why
Senat or Scar cel | a- Spanton and ot hers had a bill
as well to increase penalties.

So we are dealing with sonething in
t he nunber of overall shoplifting and petit
| arceny conplaints. This is a small percentage
of those overall conplaints, which is something

that | do want to tal k about. But there's no
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guestion it exists, and we are trying to deal
with it seriously.

And we are not anendi ng the bai
law, we are giving a tool to our police officers
and prosecutors so they can actually prosecute
this. R ght nowthere's very little they can do.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or .

WIIl the -- will Senator Mayer
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or Mayer.

Pl ease understand, |I'mnot critical
of the establishment of a crinme of assault of a
retail worker. | think that's a positive
devel opnment. However, |I'mhaving difficulty
understanding why it is that it requires a second
crime to be conmtted for a judge to have the
discretion to be able to hold an individual on

bai | .
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(Pause.)

SENATOR MAYER: Sorry.

SENATCOR RHOADS: So what was the --
obviously you're creating a new crinme. Wat was
the rational e behind not giving a judge the
opportunity to set bail on the initial crime?

Wiy nust a second crinme be committed in order for
a judge to have the opportunity to be able to set
bai | ?

SENATCR MAYER: Senator, if a
person forcibly steals property and in the course
of the comm ssion of that crinme they cause
physical injury to a person who's not a
participant in the crine, or displays a pistol or
what appears to be a pistol, that would be a
Class E felony -- which they could be charged
with now, and then bail could be set.

So just to answer your question, the
fact is there are crines which can be charged.

W are trying to address a different kind of
context of a crine, which is the one that you are
sort of broadly describing as all of these
events. They're very different. The one that we
are trying to get is not when there's

automatically a serious injury or also a robbery
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occurring. W are trying to get when soneone
goes into the store and injures the retai

enpl oyee, knowing it's a retail enployee, and for
exanpl e may not engage in robbery. W are giving
an enhanced penalty to that crine.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senat or .

WIIl the Senator continue to yield?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

The Senator vyields.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senat or Mayer.

If 1 can ask, though, why is it only
prospective? In other words, if you have soneone
who commits the crinme of assault on a retai
wor ker and has conmtted two dozen other crines
before conmitting that crime, why is a judge not
able to consider that in establishing bail?

SENATCR MAYER: Senator, in the
case you described, | believe a judge certainly
could set bail. Because the second offense is a
harm on harmor harmto a person or property.

SENATOR RHOADS: No, no, it's --
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and | appreciate that answer.

SENATCR MAYER: Did I m sunderstand
your question?

SENATOR RHOADS: |"mjust trying to
clarify ny question, if that's okay.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you continue to yield?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: So when |' m sayi ng
that it's prospective -- in other words, the way
the legislation is witten, a first offense is
commtted, a judge is not permtted to establish
bail. If, while they are awaiting trial, there
is the conm ssion of a second offense to
property, then a judge can consider bail at that
time. That's my understandi ng.

But on that first offense, if the
person who commtted that first offense and is
now before a judge to determ ne whether there is
to be bail awaiting trial, and under these
ci rcunst ances the judge woul d not be able to set
it -- if that individual had commtted a dozen,

two dozen, three dozen crinmes previously, under
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this law you still have to wait for themto
commt another crinme before a judge woul d have
the opportunity to set bail. Am1l correct in
t hat under st andi ng?

(Pause.)

SENATOR MAYER: I n answer to your
guestion, you're asking a hypothetical factual
ci rcunstance, | believe, where a person has
previ ously been convicted of other offenses and
t hen engages in this conduct and is charged with
it?

SENATOR RHOADS: Ri ght .

SENATCR MAYER: In that case --
(pause) .

|"msorry, staff is clarifying that
if convicted of prior offenses, they could be
consi dered a persistent felony offender under the
statute and be eligible for bail on the -- this
char ge.

SENATCOR RHOADS: Oh, so under --
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATCR MAYER: Go ahead, |I'm

sorry.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: So am | correct,
then, in ny understanding that if this individual
has been convicted of a prior felony, a judge

woul d be able to set bail on the initial crine of

creating a -- of assault on a retail worker?
(Pause.)
SENATOR MAYER: If this person had

been convicted of prior felonies and then got
charged with this crine, for purposes of bai
alone, this crime is not bail-eligible.

| f the subsequent crines occur as |
descri bed previously, on the subsequent
accusations or charges, then bail could be set.

SENATCOR RHOADS: W1l the Senator
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you. |
don't nmean to bel abor the point.

So am | then correct in ny
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under st andi ng that individuals who had commtted
prior felonies who now comrit assault on a retai
wor ker, the --

SENATOR MAYER: -- are charged with
commi ssion of assault on a -- we are tal king
about a charge --

SENATOR RHOADS: Correct.

SENATOR MAYER: -- With respect to
bai | .

But you -- just -- respectfully,
you're assumng this is a conviction. Bail, we

are tal king about charges. A person is presuned
to be innocent.

SENATOR RHOADS: Is it still the
case, Senator, that a judge, when an accused
comes before themon the charge of assault of a
retail worker, a judge is still unable to
consider that individual's prior crimnal acts,
prior crimnal convictions, and the |ikelihood
that that individual will continue to be a danger
to the community in determ ning whether or not
bail may be set?

SENATOR MAYER: Respectful ly, the
answer is, as we've said before, dangerousness is

not the standard under the bail law That has
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not been nodifi ed.

This bill is an effort to give
really the crimnal justice systemthe
opportunity and the right to prosecute people who
engage in this conduct. |It's -- does not nodify
the bail |aw

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you. Thank
you, Senator. | appreciate it. And thanks for
i ndul gi ng nmy questi ons.

SENATCR MAYER: You' re wel cone.

SENATCOR RHOADS: | would like to
nmove on to Part C

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senat or Hoyl man- Si gal

Wth respect to Part C it is ny
under standi ng that we are addi ng new cri nes t hat
can be considered as hate crinmes, but there were
a nunber of crinmes that were proposed to be added
as hate crinmes that were excl uded.

Do you have a list of those crines
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t hat were excl uded?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, Madam President, yes.

SENATOR RHOADS: And will the
sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: What was t hat
list?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, Madam Presi dent, obviously hate crinmes is an
issue that we all take very seriously. The
crinmes that were selected fromthe specified
offense |list are ones that we considered,
debated in our conference, but obviously with the
ot her house too. This was an iterative process,
along with the Executi ve.

There were a total of 31 charges
that the Executive proposed, and our |ist before
us today in the budget proposal is 23 out of
those 31. Did you want nme to nane those?

nmean, it's a very long list, but --
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SENATOR RHOADS: No, no, | was
aski ng specifically about the eight that were
excl uded.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: The what ?

SENATOR RHOADS: | was asking
specifically about the eight that were excl uded.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Oh, yes.

And those include crimnal
possession of a weapon in the third and fourth
degree. Arson in the fifth degree. Jostling.
Making graffiti. Endangering the welfare of a
child. Labor trafficking. Aggravated |abor
trafficking.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or .

W11 Senator Hoyl man-Si gal continue
to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: And am | correct
in ny understanding that |abor trafficking would

be transporting soneone across state lines for
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t he purposes of -- transporting soneone across
state lines for the purpose of their forced | abor
under threat of, for exanple, deportation or sone
ot her

SENATOR HOYLMAN- SI GAL: Cenerally
speaki ng, yes.

SENATOR RHOADS: Wiy woul d - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Are you
asking --

SENATOR RHOADS: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: -- the
Senator to yield?

The Senator yields?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Wy woul d t hat not
be considered to be a hate crine?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: This is
an -- it's an ongoi ng discussion that we've been
havi ng, again, with our partners, the Executive
and the Assenbly. And we, suffice to say,
carefully considered that.

"Il say that we're open to having
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further discussions outside of the budget on this
charge and others. But at the end of the day,
again, an iterative process, and it was not
included in the final negotiations.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or .

W1l the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Senat or
Hoyl man- Si gal , how about with respect to
endangering the welfare of a child? Wy would
t hat not be considered a hate crine under the
right circunstances?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- SI GAL: Once agai n,
| appreciate the question. And I'll say that,
once again, it was the subject of negotiations
anong the Executive, our partners in the other
house, and our own col |l eagues. So it was not
i ncl uded.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senat or.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2789

WIIl the Senator continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: In my district
several nonths ago -- and actually it happened on
nore than one occasion by one particul ar
i ndi vi dual, who was actually caught by the
police, who had spray-pai nted swasti kas on the
side of a school building. And | noticed that
making graffiti is one of the crines that is now
excl uded as being charged as a hate crine.

Wul d soneone be able to spray-paint
antisemtic or anti-gay or anti-whatever graffiti
on a building against a particular group -- am|
correct to understand that that would no | onger
be able to be considered as a hate crine?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, Madam President. Well, it was never -- we
haven't renoved it fromhate crinme eligibility.
We just didn't include it in this |ist.

Currently that action could be

charged as crimnal mschief in the fourth
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degree, which could be charged as a hate crine.
And if the DAs wanted to target the individuals
who spray-paint hateful graffiti, they could do
it under that charge.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or .

W1l the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: Was there a
particul ar reason why graffiti was excl uded?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, Madam President. | would say that this is
obviously a very sensitive issue. Once again, an
iterative process anong the three negotiating
t eans.

That's why -- and it's a sensitive
one too, considering the age of the individual,
t heir background, their intentions, which is
sonetimes hard to gl ean.

That's why we' ve included a

provision in this bill that will allow for the
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col lection of nore data fromour courts, which
wi || hopefully enhance our understandi ng of the
hate crinmes that are charged.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you.

W1l the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or Hoyl man- Si gal

Antisemtism acts of antisemtism
certainly in the wake of Cctober 7th have
dramatically increased. There was a 90 percent
i ncrease from Cctober 7th to the end of the year.
There's another 40 percent increase just since
January in acts of antisemtismspecifically here
in the State of New York

Are there any -- is there any other
| egislation that's been introduced as part of
t hi s budget package, as part of our public
protection package, that would actual ly address
the rise of antisemtisn?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
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you, Madam President. There are a nunber of
bills outside of the budget discussions to
address what you accurately cite is a very

di sturbing increase in antisemtism

| sl anophobia, racial bias. | think the statistic
is 400 percent since Cctober 7th.

| hope we will see sonme of those
bills come to the floor for a full vote of the
Senate. They are not included in our budget
package.

SENATOR RHOADS: And will the
sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: | s there anything
that's specifically being done in this budget or
otherwise with respect to, for exanple, education
and tol erance prograns at SUNY and CUNY school s?
| believe nmy coll eague Senat or
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick has a bill designed to
address that. | nyself have | egislation that

woul d wi t hdraw fundi ng from SUNY and CUNY school s
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if they permt organizations that advocate for
terrorist organi zations such as Hamas or
Hezbol | ah, as defined by federal statute.

Were any of those pieces of
| egi sl ation considered as part of this anti-hate
| egislation that's included within the budget?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, Madam President, they are not in this
specific bill that we are debating today.

SENATOR RHOADS: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Do we know i f any
of those bills will be considered during the
remai nder of session?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, Madam President, we don't know at this point
what m ght be included in bills noving forward.
But certainly we can revisit that as we discuss
and debate those future bills on the floor.

SENATOR RHOADS: W1l the sponsor
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continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you, Senator
Hoyl man- Si gal .

Qur Anerican Jew sh popul ati on and
ot her popul ati ons across New York State are
feeling threatened and unsafe as they go about
their daily lives and are being disrupted by
threats of violence and actual violence both on
and off our college canpuses.

|s there anything in this budget
that is designed to protect our citizens agai nst
religiously fueled crines?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, Madam President. Well, | would say
i ncreasi ng the nunber of hate-crinme charges by 23
is an inportant step in that direction.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senat or .

SENATOR HOYLMAN- SI GAL: Thank you,
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SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Hel m ng.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Madam President. WII the sponsor yield for
guestions on Part E.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Hello. We'll
give it a whirl. How are you tonight?

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

| f the sponsor will vyield,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Senat or Krueger,
| have a brief sunmary of Part E. And ny
under standi ng, after reading the summary, is that
it will basically transfer or halt the transfer
of $1.5 million to the Emergency Services

Revol ving Loan Fund for the next two years.
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So ny first question is that -- is

it atotal of 1.5, or is it 1.5 each year for a

total of 3 mllion?
SENATOR KRUEGER: It's 1.5 each
year for two years. So 3 mllion total

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

Madam President, if the sponsor wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG And
Senat or Krueger, can you explain what the intent
or the purpose of the Energency Services
Resol ving Loan Fund is?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes. |t was
establ i shed under 97-pp of the State Finance Law
to make loans to cities, villages, fire
districts, counties, towns and not-for-profit
firel/ anbul ance corporations, at an annual fixed
rate of 2.5 percent. Principal and interest
paynents nade by recipients are deposited in the

revol ving loan fund and | oaned once again to new
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appl i cants.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

Madam President, if the sponsor wll
continue to yield.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG | appreciate that
response, word for word fromthe website.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes. | didn't
make it up. It was right there.

SENATOR HELM NG We know t hat nmany
of our fire departnments and our EMS service
provi ders and others are struggling. W've
tal ked about it on this floor, we've created the
Rural Anbul ance Task Force, which | don't believe
has provi ded the recomendati ons they were
supposed to.

But they're struggling. They're
struggling trying to find volunteers, workers,
keeping up with state nandates on training, on
equi pnent mandates. They're struggling trying to
repl ace outdated equi pnent, personal protection
equi pnent. And our 911 centers, | hear from

them -- and you probably do too -- all the tine
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about how they need to upgrade their |ifesaving
equi pnent .

So as you just stated, this fund was
created to help with | oans for these groups and
organi zations. And if you continue reading on
the website, it says that sufficient funds are
not al ways avail abl e because the fund is made up
of the principal and interest paynments made by
t he borrowers.

So ny question is, why are we -- why
are we intervening in the transfer of $3 mllion?
W did it the last two years. Now we're at
$6 mllion.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, we've actually done it since
2011. But | amjust learning that we actually
have $25 mllion in that fund. So it never runs
out. It hasn't been running out. And this
reduction of 1.5 each year for the next two years
wi || have no inpact on people who are applying
for these funds.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

| f the Senator would continue to
yield for questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
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Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG | do have
concerns about that funding not being utilized by
our firefighters. |I'mwondering if the fire
departments know about it.

"' mal so wondering why, if that fund
is flush with funding and we're diverting funds
away fromit, why we continue to collect that
$1.20 fee on cell phone bills.

SENATOR KRUEGER: That $1.20 that
we collect is used for a variety of ways. And so
it's used to make sure that 911 systemis funded
appropriately. I1t's used for State Police. It's
used for statew de interoperable comunications
for first responders.

So it's not that there's surplus

per se in total. There happens to be a surplus
in that loan fund. But that noney is still being
used for, | think you and I would agree, all good
t hi ngs.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you

Madam President, if the sponsor will continue to

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2800

yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Senat or Krueger,
you just read the long list of where that $1.20
goes to. But it's ny understanding that 1.5 per
year is to be directed specifically to the
Emer gency Services Revolving Loan Fund. And |I'm
really dismayed to hear that there's still a
| arge pot of noney that's not being all ocat ed.
And per haps what we should be | ooking at is
lifting the thresholds, the limts that are
pl aced on our EMS service providers, our
vol unteer firefighters.

Li ke, for instance, firefighting
apparatus, they're limting to applying for
$375,000. New engines cost a mllion dollars and
up. Anbul ances, they're limted to applying for
this programfor 225,000. PPE, limted to
200, 000. For the renovation or the rehab or the
repair of our fire departnments -- a |lot of them

are old and aging and falling apart -- they're
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limted to a max of 500, 000.

So why aren't we tal king about -- or
was there di scussion about raising these
t hr eshol ds?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So | want to
t hank Senator Hel m ng for raising that issue and
pointing out that it is the Departnent of
Emer gency Services that actually sets those
formulas. And | think it's probably very worthy
of di scussion about whether those are adequate
formul as or not.

| believe we're also putting

$25 mllion into -- last year we put in
$25 mllion for volunteer fire departnments to
hel p them

But | think your point that perhaps
the formula that's used by energency services to
determ ne what the dollar costs for new equi pnent
i s shoul d be reeval uat ed.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Hel m ng on the bill.

SENATCR HELM NG Madam Pr esi dent

| feel very strongly that we should not be
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di verting these surcharge fees froml oca
energency operations such as | ocal energency cal
centers, our volunteer fire departnents and
anbul ance service providers, fromcrisis
intervention services, 911 centers and ot her
energency safety operations.

Public safety should al ways be our
top priority, and this diversion of these
resources harns public safety, and we shoul d be
| ooking to increase the anount that is used for
| ocal energency operations.

I"'mthrilled to hear that
Senat or Krueger has agreed that we'll take
another look at this and see if we could raise
t he threshol ds.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senator Borrello.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam President. |'m|ooking for some answers to
part G which is conbating unlicensed sal e of
cannabi s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the

Senat or vyi el d?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.
Through you, Madam Presi dent.

So Senator Krueger, you and | have
had this discussion nany tines about the just
ranpant sale of illegal weed all across our
state, probably no nore concentrated anywhere
than in New York City, where | think you told ne
there's roughly 3,000 illegal operations in the
five boroughs.

So with that being said, | see that
we're trying to crack down. But is there
anywhere in any of these new -- | guess new tools
that would allow for police officers to cone in,
arrest and put in prison soneone who's illegally
sel |l i ng cannabi s?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. There's nothing new here for
that. There are certain existing crimnal |aws
for certain activities that could | and soneone in
prison. But there's nothing in this that adds to
t hat .

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
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will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Yeah, |'m aware
that if you have a tractor-trailer-load of pot
you can probably go to prison, maybe, for a
little while. But we're tal king about soneone
who has opened up a shop on a street in public.
Sonme of these shops open early to catch kids on
their way to school, which I think is totally
abhorrent.

Wiy are we not giving our police the
key tool to walk in and shut the place down and
arrest that person for selling drugs illegally?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So if you're
selling to children or if you're selling |arge
wei ghts, so to speak, there are crimna
penalties already that the police can use to do
exactly that.

But we feel that the nunber-one
priority is not to recrimnalize cannabis, but

rather get the illegal shops closed, make it
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clear that you will be penalized if you continue
to do this business. To radically increase the
penalties and fines. But | don't think nost
people think -- and they didn't think it before
we passed |l egalization either -- that people
selling marijuana should go to jail.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So soneone who's
selling marijuana illegally should not go to
jail.

| f someone is selling al cohol
illegally, will they go to jail?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So if you're
selling to children or you're selling | guess
| arge quantities, | think you possibly can go to
jail.

| guess | would nmake the same point.
| don't think the public is |ooking to throw

people into jail if they're selling al cohol
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illegally or cannabis illegally.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR BORRELLO | f someone is
selling cigarettes illegally, will they go to
jail?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So apparently
it's the sane basic rules, yes.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR BORRELLO | f someone is
selling stolen nmerchandise, will they go to jail?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (No audi bl e
response.)

SENATOR BORRELLGC Madam Pr esi dent ,
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will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So why shoul d
pot be any different?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | don't think pot
is different. W' ve just agreed that if you're
selling to children or you're selling above a
certain amount, you do go to jail.

| amquite sure that you don't go to
jail for every possible storyline in selling
al cohol without a |icense or tobacco without a
license. O we certainly know you don't go to
jail for any kind of theft of anything. It
really varies on the situation and the
seriousness of it.

Agai n, we've had narijuana forever.
And we were putting a |ot of people into the
crimnal justice system disproportionately young
people 18 to 25, very disproportionately young
peopl e of color, even though everybody has been

using marijuana for 1'mgoing to say easily a
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hundred years.

So the question was never did
anybody think we should be putting people in jail
for it. It was always a question of should we
make sure it's safe, should we nake sure they're
not selling to children, should we hopefully nmake
sure that they're not nmenbers of drug cartels or
ot her crimnal drug, you know, groups, and shoul d
we be able to test the product to nmake sure it is
safe, it is what it is.

And yes, it would be lovely to
collect taxes on it, as we do on tobacco and
al cohol and nobst ot her products that get sold.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Senat or Krueger. You and | have this discussion
a lot.

But the reality is that, you know,
there is a |ot of unknowns out there with this
illegal sale of marijuana that's going on across
our state, thousands upon thousands of right out

in the open retail operations on the street.
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| was in New York City recently, and
| was amazed. There's probably not a block, a
city block anywhere in Manhattan that doesn't
have an illegal pot shop on it. |It's absolutely
out r ageous.

So the idea of us just saying we're
going to have a few nore fines, nmaybe padl ock a
few nore doors is going to solve the problem
it's not.

You al so nmentioned about safe -- |
agree. W're hearing nore and nore stories that
with this absolute saturation of the sale of
illegal weed out in the open, we've had sone
situations now even, in ny district, where you've
got fentanyl-1laced marijuana that's being sol d.
Because when you have to conpete so nmuch with
sormeone living on every corner selling illegal
weed out in the open, you' ve got to do a little
extra to your product to try to distinguish it
fromthe thousands of others that are selling it
illegally.

Until we start putting people in
prison, we're not going to solve this problem
that's for sure.

| would like to nbve on to Part U,
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if I can. This is a little |less exciting, but
still inportant: The sunset of state nmatching
funds for countyw de shared services.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Al t hough I'm
still alittle obsessed with we want to put
everybody in jail for marijuana.

SENATOR BORRELLO Everybody? Not
ever ybody.

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, we really
don't. W really don't want to put themin jai
for marij uana.

But 1'Il continue to the next topic.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you. This
is alittle nore nundane.

So you're very aware of the shared
service prograns that were put in place by the
previ ous governor. In ny county, when | was
county executive and county |egislator, we
expended a |l ot of time, noney and resources to

try to conply with those shared services. And
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there were incentives there.

This bill right nowis going to
essentially sunset that. But usually when you
sunset sonet hing, you know, the people that are
currently in the process would have an
opportunity to conplete that process.

So we have counties right now,
including some in ny district, that are in the
m ddl e of the shared services programw th the
hopes that after they are expending the tine,
noney and resources, they should be able to drawn
down that funding.

WIl those counties that are
currently in the process be able to conplete that
process and draw down those funds?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you. |'m
| earning fromthe staff.

| f you've already started your
process, we're not cutting you off.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO This is

important, so | just want to nake sure. So if
they're in the process -- not just cutting them
of f, but conpleting the process and still being

able to draw down that grant funding that goes
along with the process? That's the specific
guesti on.

SENATOR KRUEGER: As | ong as you
started the process before January 24, which is a
f ew nont hs ago, you're good.

SENATOR BORRELLO Good.

Madam President, on the bill for a
second.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Pal unbo {sic} on the bill for a second.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: That's the other
Italian guy. |I'mBorrello. |'msorry.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Sorry,
Senator Borrello.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.
That's great news. Not what | was expecting to
hear, so -- but good news. Thank you very much

|"mgoing to nove on to Part BB
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which is the returning tax-forecl osed surplus
property -- surplus to property owners.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Madam Pr esi dent
j ust doubl e- checki ng whet her sonebody el se was on
deck for that one. And | don't think so. So I'm
happy to give it a try. Please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: kay,
the Senator will vyield.

SENATOR BORRELLO Ckay, thank you.

So | understand that the inpetus on
this is that if someone |oses their property to a
tax foreclosure, that if anything above and
beyond the taxes owed is collected, that would
have to go back to the property owner. The
previ ous property owner, | should say, because
the property was forecl osed upon.

So does this include multifamly
units and comrercial properties?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Only residential
properties. But can it be nultifamly? So we're
doubl e-checking on the nultifamly.

This is specifically out of a court
case where we were ordered to change the law to
address this it this way. Because yes,

governments were collecting the taxes owed
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through tax liens and for foreclosure, but they
were collecting the total value of the sal e when
in fact the honeowner or | guess nultifamly

| andl ord mi ght only have owed a relatively snall
anount conpared to what the sal e val ue was

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So just so we're
clear, so it would apply to a nultifamly
dwel ling Iike an apartment building. But it
woul d not apply to a commercial property I|ike,
you know, whatever, a grocery store.

SENATOR KRUECGER: Yes. We're still
doubl e-checking that it applies to multifamly
dwel l'ings. They're busy looking |I think at the
court case and the | anguage.

SENATOR BORRELLO kay. So it is
based on whatever that court case was, you're
mrroring that?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes. So prinmary
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residence. So it's a great question. |f you own
a multifamly building --

SENATCOR BORRELLO: You don't live
t here?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Dependi ng on the
ownership structure. So if you -- forget
renters, right. But if you are a co-op or a
condo owner and you fail to pay your taxes, the
government can put a |lien agai nst your property.
And | think the storyline would be specific to
t hat apartnent.

If the entire building goes in a tax
lien -- and | know that happens, then I'mjust --
we're still not a hundred percent sure whether it
woul d be the sane rul es that applied.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
if the sponsor will continue to yield.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Do you know -- is
this a test question for nme?

SENATOR BORRELLO No, this is not
a test question.

SENATOR KRUECGER: Because ||
believe you if you know.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the

Senat or vyi el d?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, of course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO No, there's just
a genui ne concern out there as to whether or not
this applies. That's why it would be good to get
aclarification. If not now, at sonme point, if
we can get a clarification on that, that would be
hel pful. But I'll nove on the next question on
that topic.

So again, spent 10 years in county
government, including county executive. The vast
majority of the properties that we forecl osed on
sell for far below what -- the taxes that are
owed. Like probably 90 percent of them |n nost
cases, a dollar for a piece of property.

So county governnments, you know,
essentially, instead of having to burden other
t axpayers, they can kind of right the ship with
t hat surpl us.

So what are we going to do for
county governnents for all those other properties
that sell well below the taxes owed?

SENATOR KRUEGER: |"mso sorry, |

was getting a nore conplete answer on your
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earlier question.

SENATOR BORRELLO That' s okay, we
can go back to that one if you'd Ilike.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So let ne just
read the decision. (Pause.)

Ckay. So it's for any property,
they have to return the surplus. The honmeowner's
notice requirenents were added in, are for
primary residences. And it's only residential
properties. So it would also be nultifamly,
because it's residential, not commercial.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Not commerci al ,
okay.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Correct.

And now, |'msorry, because -- can
ask himto please repeat the |ast question?
Because | was multitasking and it didn't work.

SENATOR BORRELLO No worries.
Yeah, so just to repeat ny last question. 1In a
tax foreclosure auction at a county, the vast
majority of the properties are sold for well
bel ow the taxes that were owed, like | said. In
fact, if you looked at the list at least in
Chaut auqua County, where I'mfrom the vast

majority of transactions are a dollar. So, you
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know, the hope is that whoever gets this
property, they'll returnit to the tax rolls at
sSome poi nt.

So that being said, we're now saying
to the counties that use those surplus dollars to
hel p offset the | osses that they can no | onger
have those surplus dollars. Are we going to do
anything to help offset the | osses of the vast
majority of the sales that take place in these
tax auctions?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So | don't think
there's any history of the state getting itself
involved in tax lien policy at that |evel.

Because basically you're suggesting
if you have a community where there are unpaid
taxes by a variety of people and sonme of them get
sold and there's profit left -- and that's what
really this is about, and the courts have said
you have to give that back to the people who
didn't owe that much in taxes.

But you're pointing out that there's
anot her problem and to sone degree it's a
separate problem that you sold this, you put
X anount of noney into even going through the

process of the lien and you're still not getting
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back what they owe you. So the questionis, is
it fair that you get to keep -- oh, I'll pick on
Paul here.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: So Paul and |
both didn't pay our taxes. You sell my house,
and you still haven't gotten your full taxes back
because ny house wasn't worth what | owed you in
t axes.

SENATOR BORRELLO Ri ght .

SENATOR KRUEGER: That's the
probl em you' re tal ki ng about now.

But Paul over here owes you taxes,
he |l ost his house. And the value that you sold
t he house was greater than what he owed you
Shoul d Paul have to give up the noney he actually
is entitled to because a | ot of Lizzes out there,
t he houses didn't get you back your taxes? |
don't think that's fair. | think the court was
right, personally, to nmake that determ nation

So then you're asking a foll ow up
guestion: Should the state do something to help
comunities who find thenselves with a |ot of
bui l dings and tax |iens where they don't get

their full taxes paid, whether or not there's a

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2820

court case and a lien and a foreclosure. Right?

SENATOR BORRELLO Yes.

SENATOR KRUEGER: And that's a
whol e ot her discussion, | think, worthy of state
di scussion. But | don't know any precedent where
the state's cone forward and said, You have too
many people who can't pay their property taxes,
and the answer is we'll give you the noney when
you sell it at a | oss.

| nmean, there's been plenty of
di scussi ons about the issue of are property taxes
too high, is our tax systemcorrect, is it right
to have these caps, is it right to have so nany
properties that are exenpt from property tax,
therefore increasing the taxes on the other
peopl e whose properties are on the tax rolls?

| think those are all excellent
guestions, but I'mnot sure any of those
guestions can be answered by saying we're not
going to change this. And frankly, we have to
change this, because the court said we did.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Krueger, do you yield?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

SENATOR BORRELLO Vell, with all
due respect, the court didn't decide specifically
for New York State, | don't think. 1It's -- you
know, we had a situation where a natural gas ban
in California should have said to us we can't ban
natural gas in New York State. But unti
sonebody sues or we have a process by which this
happens and we have to bring a |awsuit, we're not
goi ng to make that change.

So | think I would respectfully
di sagree that we have to do it at this particular
noment in tine, because we weren't sued
specifically on this topic.

That being said, | understand the

exanpl e that you used that, you know, Paul's

house is foreclosed. But you know, |'m not going
to bring up Paul. Sonebody's house is forecl osed
on.

(Overtal k.)

SENATOR BORRELLO | feel like it's

bad nojo for Paul, by the way, so --
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(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: He's a very
responsi bl e person.

SENATCOR BORRELLO |''msure he is.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Ckay.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: So if soneone

was getting -- this is not sonething that happens
overnight. It's a two-year -- I'msorry, am/|
supposed to say if the sponsor -- will the

sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Absol utely.

SENATOR BORRELLO Yes, we are
having this interesting conversation.

So if sonmeone has their house
forecl osed on, this doesn't happen overnight.
This is not a surprise. This is atw to three
year process. In that time, that person can
choose to sell their house in order to neet their
tax obligations.

So | think the idea that we were
obligated to give that person the surplus back
when they have waited and waited and waited and

coul d have very well sold that property -- and by
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the way, if the property sells under duress for
nore than the noney owed, that neans it would
have been very easy for that person to sell the
house for possibly even nore than that in order
to nmeet that tax obligation.

So | reject that this should not be
an obligation to return that noney, because this
coul d have been done. This could have been
prevented. At this point it's on the back of
| ocal governnment to handl e that process.

So why wouldn't we, then, if we're
insisting that the surplus has to go back
when this is a systemright now that in many
cases is a break-even process over the course of
all the sales -- why wouldn't the state feel the
obligation to fill that gap? Because nowit's
going to fall on other property owners.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So again, it's
bi gger than this discussion tonight.

And | guess | would partly answer
you, |'mnot sure how many people would really
not sell if they thought they could get the noney
to pay back their taxes and still have sonething
| eft for thenselves. You may be right, there's

sonme people who just ignore it and hope it wll
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go away.

Maybe that they actually -- there's
confusion over who actually is the true owner.

At least in nmy part of the world we have property
fights that go on for years and years and years
as to who's the actual owner, and neanwhil e
nobody' s payi ng the taxes.

But apparently we are working on
sone alternative hel pful solutions in another
bill. Another budget bill. So perhaps we can
continue this conversation with good answers for
you tonorrow.

But 1'm happy to take nore
guesti ons.

SENATOR BORRELLO That's good.
That ' s good.

Madam President, will the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO "' mvery happy

to hear that, because this is certainly a concern
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for local governnments.

But that -- so just one | ast
guestion on this. So in addition to the tax
obligation, there is another part of it that says
that they can al so recover reasonable costs in
t he sale of that

Now, reasonable costs | think is a
bit vague, because there are costs involved in
mai ntai ning that property. Otentines the |ocal
governments are nmintaining that property over
t he course of years. You know, there are the
costs of hiring these auction conpanies and
listing the properties and on and on and on.

So what is a reasonabl e cost above
and beyond the actual dollars that have to be
pai d back?

(Pause.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: Apparently sone
things are nmentioned specifically, and then there
are sort of just broader, up-to-interpretation
room

SENATOR BORRELLO Do you have a
[ist?

SENATOR KRUEGER: kay. (Reading.)

From Section 4, Subdivision 1 of Section 1102 of
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the Real Property Tax Law, as anmended by Chapter
532 of the Laws of '94, can be charges and | egal
charges, neaning the cost of service of notice
required, the cost of publication of notice, the
anount of any interest and penalties inposed by
| aw.

So of course besides the taxes they
owe, you coul d have been applying penalties for
their failure to pay their taxes.

(Reading.) The cost of recording
and filing | egal docunents. The cost of
apprai sing a parcel for the purpose of
determ ning the existence and the anmount of any
surplus pursuant to Section 1196 of this article.
And t he reasonabl e and necessary cost of any
search of public records and other |egal services
incurred by the tax district in connection with
t he proceeding, including but not limted to
adm ni strative and auction and reasonabl e
attorney fees and/or costs associated with the
foreclosure. And it goes on.

| can Xerox this and give you the
paper afterwards, okay, because it goes on for
gquite a bit.

SENATOR BORRELLO Ckay. Thank

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2827

you, Madam Presi dent.
Can | nove on to another -- Part FF,

which is the determ nation of the val ue of stol en

goods.
SENATOR KRUEGER: Anot her
topic that --
SENATOR BORRELLO | s that you too?
SENATOR KRUEGER: | guess it's ne,
sure.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Excuse ne, it's
Senat or Mayer.

SENATOR BORRELLO Onh, all right.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
Senat or Mayer.

SENATOR MAYER: Back to nme again.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mayer, do you yield?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So | was
interested when | read this part about -- we know

that there's a problemwith -- you know, with
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stol en goods. You know, people shoplifting and
i n sone cases smash-and-grabs, all those things,
some of which get violent.

So the determi nation here is nowto
set a value. So you have here, under this
section, Part FF, grand larceny in the third
degree, of a value -- of the aggregate val ue of
$3,000 or nore would be grand larceny in the
third degree. |Is that a bail-eligible offense?

SENATOR MAYER: No, it's not --

t hrough you, Madam President, no, it's not
bail -eligible.

But if you don't mnd --

SENATOR BORRELLO Sur e.

SENATOR MAYER: -- let me back up,
because this was an idea that | had after talking
to the police departnment and the DA's office in
my county, that the problemthat people
identified, which is that soneone tried to steal
$800 one day and the next day went back and stole
$300, and they got charged with two petit
| arcenies, which is a pain in the neck for the
police departnment, the courts, and everyone el se.

The idea, at their request, and

| ooking at prior case |aw which all ows

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2829

aggregation, was to go back and specifically

aut horize DAs to charge aggregated anounts for
val ue, thereby to up the crine and respond to
people's legitimate concerns about sort of what |
call repeaters.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Yeah, |
appreciate that, that -- the aggregate here. But
| guess ny concern is at what point does it
becone bail-eligible?

Because grand larceny in the second
degree is up to $50,000 in aggregate. 1s that
bail -eligible?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, no. That is not bail-eligible
on the first offense. To repeat what -- our

pri or conversation, because bail was largely to
be for what is called violent felonies when we

started it, and with nodificati ons nade over
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time, on the second charge after this aggregated
charge, another charge involving harmto person
or property, like breaking into a car or
somet hing that would normally be a very nodest
charge, bail can be set and other conditions can
be set.

And also | just would caution you,
Senator, that every crime we create is not about
bail. W are doing sonething that is not usually
done by Denobcrats; we are creating two new crimes
or enhancing crimnal penalties in order to deal
with the situation that we see.

| woul d suggest that that's
somet hing that your side of the aisle would say:
Thank you for doing that, that is what our people
are conpl ai ni ng about, we're glad you're giving
police and DAs another tool in their tool box.
And that's what they' ve said to ne.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

Senat or vyi el ds.
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SENATOR BORRELLO | don't know if
"thank you" is the correct word.

So if we go to grand |arceny, the
first degree, what dollar anmount in tota
aggregate does that have to be in order for it to
be first-degree grand | arceny?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

Madam President, a million dollars.

SENATOR BORRELLO A mllion
dol | ars, okay.

Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATCOR BORRELLO | realize that
this is inching in the right direction. [|'II
give you that. But in order for this to be a
bail-eligible crime, they have to be caught with
a mllion dollars in stolen goods. A nllion
dollars. That is like a tractor-trailer-load of
Louis Vuitton bags before we could hold that
person on bail.

So I"'mnot going to thank you for
this, with all due respect. This is a problem
because peopl e feel enbol dened. They have been

told that for whatever reason, this is okay, that
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you can go out and steal property.

So we're going to take an aggregate,
which is a good idea. It's the levels of which
i s just unconscionabl e, that soneone has to have
stolen a mllion dollars worth of product before
we can hold that person. | think nost people
woul d consider that to be a little bit
ridicul ous.

So it's a mnor step in the right
direction. | don't think it's going to do
anything to stop this ranpant crisis of retail
theft. So pouring a cup of water on the inferno
isn't going to put out the fire.

So, Madam President, |I'Il be no on
this bill as well. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Ashby.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| have a few questions regarding
Part M Wuld the appropriate Senator yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the

Senat or vyi el d?

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2833

The Senator vyields.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

Regardi ng prenatal |eave, would
stillbirths qualify as taking prenatal |eave? A
not her who -- an expectant nother who had a
stillbirth, would that qualify her for prenatal
| eave?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So you're
pregnant and you're going for prenatal care.
That woul d be covered. You eventually go into
| abor, or a doctor says we need to end this
because the fetus is dead, or you deliver and the
infant isn't alive. You' re covered by the
i nsurance coverage for giving birth whether or
not the birth is successfully a live baby or a
deceased baby.

So yes, prenatal-care visits prior
to the loss of the child woul d be covered.

SENATOR ASHBY: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: "' m not talking
about the care, |I'mtal king about the | eave.

SENATOR KRUEGER: One second.

(Pause.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: kay, sorry. To
clarify, because |I'mreading carefully now For
heal t hcare services received by an enpl oyee
during their pregnancy or related to such
pregnancy -- again, including physical exans,
nmedi cal procedures, nonitoring, et cetera -- but
that it could also be used for paid | eave after
the birth and unfortunately stillbirth of a
chi | d.

SENATOR ASHBY: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: It's ny
understanding that that's 20 hours, is that
correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: The total during
a year is 20 hours.

So if you used up -- let's say you
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wer e having a pregnancy, it was going along fine
and you used up 16 of those 20 hours having
prenatal care, then technically you'd only have
four hours left.

But you could al so use your ful
sick leave in addition, as you can now. And then
if in fact you had a stillbirth, if you had a --
excuse nme. |If you had a child, you happily could
bring it honme and it was heal thy, you would have
paid fam |y |leave -- unfortunately, paid famly
| eave does not cover stillbirths, extended tine
off after a stillbirth. And this would
concei vably not offer that nmuch for you.

SENATOR ASHBY: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: Do you think that
20 hours is an appropriate length of tinme for
soneone to recover froma stillbirth?

SENATOR KRUEGER: We actually
proposed 40 hours, and it was cut down to

20 hours.
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[t's still the first -- | think at

the 20 hours it will still be the first state in

the country that does this. But no, | would have

preferred 40 hours.
SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,

Senat or Krueger.

On the bill, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD:
Ashby on the bill.

Senat or

SENATOR ASHBY: | appreciate the

di al ogue from Senat or Krueger, and the effort to

i ncrease the | eave to 40 hours. | know t hat

nmysel f and Senat or Kennedy carry a bill that

woul d provide paid famly |eave for this.

And

unfortunately it hasn't -- has not yet been

signed into | aw

| do think that this is a m
opportunity to extend a real -- a real
advancenent here. Wth this being the fi
the nation and not covering stillbirths,
m ssed opportunity. And | hope that ny
col | eagues see this and see it worthy as
amended in the future, as | do.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD

ssed

rst in

it's a

bei ng

Thank
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you.
Senat or Pal unbo.
SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Madam President. | wonder if soneone -- the

sponsor would yield, whether it's Senator Krueger
or whonever, regarding Part F

SENATOR KRUEGER: | believe that's
Senat or Hoyl man- Si gal

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,

Chai rman. Good evening. |1'll have just a few
gui ck questions regarding the judicial protection
in Part F.

Cenerally it seens to add sone new
crinmes and some new of fenses with respect to
judges. Could you just naybe give ne a real
bri ef overview of what this section is doing and
why it was needed?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Certainly.
Through you, Madam Presi dent.

W' ve seen throughout really the
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nation an attack on our judiciary. There are
some very disturbing exanples near to home. |In
2020 in New Jersey, a federal judge was targeted
by an attorney who appeared at the front door of
her home di sgui sed as a Federal Express driver
and then shot and killed her 20-year-old son and
critically wounded her husband.

It was | ater determ ned that that
same i ndividual had targeted other judicial
of ficers, including a Suprene Court justice who
is a New York resident, Justice Sotomayor.

So recently these types of threats
agai nst nenbers of the judiciary have
skyrocket ed, and several of those attacks across
t he nation have resulted in death. Two state
court judges, one in Maryland and one in
W sconsin, were both gunned down in their hones.

So the Governor has proposed a
nunber of new charges, as you nentioned,

i ncludi ng two new ones, aggravated assault on a

j udge, which would be a Class B felony, and
aggravat ed harassnment of a judge, which would be
a Cass E felony -- which would apply not only to
j udges but also retired judges and their

i medi ate fam |y nmenbers, the spouse, fornmer
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spouse, parent, child, sibling or any other
person who regularly resides or has resided in
t he househol d of such person.

In addition, there is a nunber of
new statutory | anguage around the protection of
personal information of both current and forner
judges and their famly menbers.

SENATCOR PALUMBO Terrific. Thank
you, Senator.

Wul d you continue to yield, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUMBO, Senator -- and |
do agree with the genesis and inportance of this
| egislation, and it's very nuch appreciated, |'m
sure, clearly because of the nature of their
enpl oynment and the cases that they're handling.
They're at risk in these situations.

So in that regard |I just have one
foll owup that has been brought to ny attention
at length, and | wanted to bring to your

attention as well so possibly this could be
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addr essed.

So the CCI A, when that was
i npl enented, they all owed exceptions for certain
i ndi vidual s and certain judges to continue to
carry their weapon. And it was -- the only
excl usi ons were Suprene Court judges. The
winkle is -- as you're well aware, of course --
t hat Suprene Court judges are both crimnal and
civil in the five boroughs, but outside of the
five boroughs we have county court judges, who
are really suprene crimnal, and we have a nunber
of other famly court judges and magi strates who
are dealing with very, very significant and
serious issues.

So | just wanted to bring to your
attention and just ask if there is any intention
of correcting this. That -- so for exanple, you
have judges in -- where | live, in
Suf fol k County, who handl e negligence cases who
have carry permts, who are well trained, who are
able to protect thenselves and carry their weapon
into the courthouse. But you have judges who are
handl i ng nurder and rape cases, county court
j udges, who were exenpted fromthat |aw

And |'ve also had very significant
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concerns from other nenbers of the

Magi strates Association and so forth, because
obviously in Famly Court you're dealing with a
| ot of angry people and you have judges who are
maki ng adver se deci si ons agai nst someone with
respect to their children, custody, financial
matters, and so forth.

So | just wanted to bring that to
your attention. And | do -- | think this is an
excel l ent piece of legislation that we're
proposi ng here. But |'mwondering if you could
maybe comment on that and see if that's sonething
that you would look into in the future.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Certainly
the idea of arm ng judges is outside of the scope
of this bill. But, you know, I'll just |eave it
at that. I'msure there's differing opinions on
how ef fective that m ght be. But we have four
nore weeks of the |egislative session to consider
t hose types of proposals.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you very
much. | appreciate you fielding nmy questions.

And just on the bill real quick, in
t hat section.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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Pal unbo on the bill.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Just with respect
to that section, that these judges are already
armed. So when we suggest arm ng judges, we're
not giving guns to everyone. These are
i ndi vi dual s who al ready have net the criteria and
are licensed individuals. And unfortunately
they're allowed to carry everywhere but the
courthouse, or in many places, but the courthouse
and leaving to and fromtheir place of business
is usually a -- could be a very significant and
dangerous situation as we see since we're putting
forth this legislation to rectify those issues.

| now have a few questions,

Madam Presi dent, regarding Section FF, if | may.
Just for sone clarification as well.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR PALUVMBO Yes, thank you,
Senat or Mayer.

SENATOR MAYER: Yes, happy to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you very

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2843

much.

And in that regard, Senator Mayer,
just because we're really getting close to tine
here, this is the aggregate val ue of stolen goods
section where if there are nultiple thefts that
we can aggregate the anount to increase the
penalties or increase the |level of a grand
| arceny crinme, is that accurate?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Wul d
t he sponsor continue to yield.

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

And just for clarity, | just want to
just tal k about the bail aspect. Gand |arceny
inthe first degree is the only grand | arceny
that's bail-eligible, is that correct?

(I naudi bl e.)

SENATOR MAYER: -- grand larceny in
the first degree is not bail-eligible, is that
i ncorrect?

SENATOR PALUVMBO | f the sponsor

woul d continue to yield, I --
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUMBO. | believe --
t hought grand larceny, it's a B, it's a
nonviolent. But | believe we nmade an execution
exception just last year for grand larceny in the
first degree. I'msure -- let me put it this
way. Second, third and fourth degree are not
bail-eligible, correct?

SENATCR MAYER: That's correct.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Ckay, thank you.

Wul d you continue to yield, please,
Senat or Mayer ?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Ckay, thank you.

So really nmy point is that if the
only -- in order to get to grand larceny in the
first degree, if it is in fact bail-eligible --
and | wasn't sure of the answer. | thought you
m ght know it quickly and clearly. But it's a

mllion dollars in the aggregate.
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And is there any sort of a tine
frame -- | know there was a proposal in the
one-house that it be within 90 days. 1Is there
any sort of a tinme frame as far as aggregating
the amounts in this proposed |egislation before
us?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

Madam President. No, there is not a tinme
limtation on the aggregating of the charges,
aggregating of the val ues.

SENATCR PALUMBO Terrific. Thank
you.

W1l the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO And so -- just so
I"mclear, is it just with respect to consecutive
crines that are still open? So say if soneone
was convicted of grand | arceny four years ago, we
obvi ously couldn't use that anount with respect
to a new | arceny charge; correct?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,
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Madam President, that's correct. This is to
allow, in current cases, the aggregation of val ue
to charge and pursue a hi gher charge.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

Madam Pr esi dent, woul d the sponsor
yield for just one nore question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: will the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO So is there any
| anguage in either this section or others --
because | know that you' ve been handling this
topic for nost of the day. |Is there any | anguage
that woul d all ow an enhanced penalty -- not with
an assault, because | know we addressed that, but
for others acting in concert with others
regarding a |arceny?

So | nean we keep tal ki ng about
t hese flash-nob | arceni es where you have a group
of people that just overwhel mthe store,
overwhel mthe staff. There are -- at tines
t hey' re hol di ng down enpl oyees, and that's the

assault aspect that we are addressing, and |
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appreci ate that.

But is there anything with respect
to multiple people acting in concert? And | know
|'ve nmentioned this before, because we have that
sort of aided by another theory of law already in
the penal law with respect to robbery. Wen
there's nore than one person, there's an
addi tional threat of physical violence, that
aggregat es the same conduct from say, robbery
third or robbery second.

So is there anything like that
that's been considered in this budget?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

Madam President. There is the creation of the
new crine of fostering the sale of stolen goods,
whi ch can be -- involve nultiple individuals.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Ckay, thank you.

And in that regard, would you yield
for just one nore coment ?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUMBO, And is that a --
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that's only with respect to the sale of stolen
goods? O is that with respect to the actual
stealing of the goods?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, that is dealing with the sale,
but it is intended to reach what | think you are
describing, which is sort of the group effort to
steal and then sell on other platforns -- for
exanple, on the internet -- the objects that have
been stolen, and therefore enhance the penalties
t here.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senat or .

On the bill, please,

Madam Presi dent. Thank you, Senator Mayer.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Pal unbo on the bill.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

Madam Presi dent, | do appreciate the
fact that that we are addressing some of these
concerns in this public protection bill. As
you' ve heard from sonme of ny coll eagues, it
doesn't go far enough. | will be voting for this
because | think we're starting to nove the bal

in adirection to right the ship, but we're a
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| ong way off.

You know what happened down near ny
district on Long Island. You have a lot of --
this is the fifth iteration of bail reform
nunber five. W've revised and changed and added
crinmes. You can still disnmenber a human corpse
in Suffolk County, and you can't set bail.

So again, this doesn't provide the
di scretion for judges that I1'd like to see. W
do have sone real significant issues that need to
be addressed. This noves the ball sonewhat in
that direction, so | appreciate our efforts.

But as Senator Hoyl man-Si gal said,
we do have a couple of nonths left, so | really
hope that we address these issues and cl ean up
t he bal ance of the real public protection
concerns that are plaguing New Yorkers at this
tinme.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Are there any other Senators w shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is

cl osed.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we will be restoring this to the noncontroversi al
cal endar, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
will be restored to the noncontroversi al
cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mayer to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And t hank you to ny col |l eagues for
engagi ng in a very thoughtful conversation about
t hese i nmportant enhancenents to addressing retai
theft that are included in this bill.

And | want to congratul ate ny
col | eagues and the | eadership and Governor Hochu
for comng up with a very practical way to give

additional tools to our police and prosecutors,
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and to give sone confort to our constituents and
our snmall businesses that we are very comm tted
to addressing this issue in a thoughtful and
responsi bl e way.

| would just comrent to ny
col | eagues, in doing so, our effort is not to
ensure that every person charged with a crine is
placed in jail pending the determ nation of their
guilt or innocence, but rather to ensure that we
have real deterrence for these crinmes of property
that are plaguing many of our conmunities.

And | think we've done that in
exactly the right kind of balance here. Qur goal
is not to put people in jail while their
convictions are determ ned unless there is sone
risk of flight. But our job is to come up with
ways to address sonething that our conmunities
feel is real and we know is real, our small
busi nesses are suffering with, and our police and
prosecutors need additional tools.

So I'"mvery pleased and proud of all
of our coll eagues for addressing this in such a
t houghtful , responsi ble way, w thout hyperbole
and without anger, but in a way that addresses

the problens we truly face. That's the best of
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government, and | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mayer to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Ranps to explain her vote.

SENATCOR RAMCS: You know, this tine
of year we're often rem nded that budgets are
noral docunents or value statenments. And it's
been said so many tines to describe disappointing
budgets that it's becone quite trite. And | want
to keep the conversation about this budget today
and tomorrow with a lens really focused on our
chil dren, because we know that giving them
enriched and nurturing environnents pays
di vi dends for years to cone.

Cat chi ng | earni ng and devel opnent al
disabilities early, closing the baby word gap,
shows serious returns in health, incone and
public safety outcomes in the future. It's
fiscally responsible to center children in our
policymaking. It's in the interests of
everyone's safety to nurture children fromthe
begi nni ng.

And there are two parts, very
quickly, in this bill that I want to highlight,

the first one being a first-in-the-nation paid
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prenatal |eave. It's an excellent tool to ensure
that we take equitable pregnancy and health

out cones seriously and don't ask pregnant people
to choose between their paycheck and the health
of their growing famly.

| know there's going to be nore
di scussi ons about stillbirth coverage happeni ng
with regard to reformof tenporary disability
insurance. But | think nore than that, we're
living at a tinme when people have lost a | ot of
trust in governnent and our institutions.

Retail crinme has been in the news a
lot lately, and our Governor has been very
creative in comng up with new ways to increase
puni shmrent on sonething that's already a crine
and continues to happen. But it does little to
assure retail workers they'll have the tools and
knowl edge to handl e nonents of crisis.

|"m pleased that this bill includes
support for small businesses to invest in
security measures for their brick-and-nortar
stores, but | would Iike for us to go further.
Wor kers shoul d have the proper preenptive
training to know how to keep thensel ves safe,

deescal ate tense situations, and escape attacks
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when necessary.

The reality is those engaged in the
wrongdoi ng are often parents and caregivers
t hensel ves --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: How do
you vote, Senator?

SENATOR RAMCS: -- who see little
to no opportunity or are denied the ability to
wor k and provide for thensel ves because of their
i mm gration status.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: How do
you vote?

SENATOR RAMOS: | vote aye, and |
hope to continue this conversation after budget.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senator Ranpbs to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Senat or Wik to explain her vote.

SENATOR VEI K: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Wen we | ook at Part 11, pensions
for First Grade police officers, which inpacts
the New York City Police Departnment, I'mglad to

see this provision included because it provides
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an incentive for experienced NYPD officers to
remai n beyond the m ni mrum nunber of years
required for their service retirenent.

There are so many benefits to having
experienced know edgeabl e police officers
continuing to provide their service beyond
20 years. It will enhance public safety by
retai ning veteran officers who have dealt with
t housands of crimnal and public safety
situations over their careers and know the
intricacies of preventing and solving crinmes
whi | e nmai ntai ni ng positive police-comunity
rel ati onshi ps.

Addi tionally, new police officers
will learn skills and benefit fromthe experience
of these veteran officers so they can becone
better police officers thenselves and nore in
tune with the community they police.

And al t hough | al ways support |aw
enforcenent, overall this bill just does not do
nearly enough to protect our conmunities, nor
does it do nearly enough to protect |aw
enf orcement .

For the continued failure to protect

New Yorkers, I'll be voting in the negative.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Weik to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Helm ng to explain her vote.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

The neasures necessary to nake
New Yorkers feel safer, to actually be safer in
their hones and at work, are mssing fromthis
public protection bill. This bill does not go
far enough to strengthen bail |aws, sonething

that the majority of New Yorkers are denandi ng.

This bill drops eight crimes from
the Governor's original list of hate crines.
Frankly, | am shocked and | am di sgusted that the

Maj ority dropped endangering the welfare of a
chi | d.

The bill proposes closing five nore
state prisons, putting state workers, our
corrections officers, at greater risk.

It diverts $3 mllion collected from
cel | phone users froma fund designed to support
our 911 centers, our first responders and our
vol unteer firefighters.

And it forces even nore unfunded

mandat es on our small | ocal businesses and our
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| ocal governnents.

W can do better in this chanber,
and we need to start doing better. And until we
do, | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Hel m ng to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Scarcel | a-Spanton to explain
her vote.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, Madam Presi dent.

| will be voting in the affirmative
t oday.

|"d |like to speak on sonme of the
nmeasures in this final State Budget that |'m
proud to have hel ped secure and that | believe
will help us ensure a safer New York

First and forenost, amdst a
concerning rise in retail theft, the inpact on
smal | busi nesses has becone untenable. The
aspects of the budget derived fromny initiative
to enhance penalties will prioritize the safety
of all retail workers. It nmay not be perfect in
everybody's eyes, but | think it's a really big
Wi n.

And al so, creating this as a new
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crine really places a value on those workers
lives, and |'"'mproud to see that it made it into
t he budget today.

Simlar to these stories is ny
friend Harris, who owns 3Bs Deli on
Staten Island. And he was the victimof an
attenpted robbery in ny district and al so the
victimof assault. This will rmake himfeel nore
secure, and |'m happy to see that it's made its
way in.

Second, providing fair conpensation
to our First Grade NYPD officers with 25 or
30 years is inportant to retaining the best and
the brightest officers in the county for years to
come. Elevating their salaries to match those of
Third Grade detectives or sergeants acknow edges
their invaluable contributions to public safety.
And | al so thank ny col |l eague Senat or Addabbo for
pushi ng that.

Al'so our hate crine |laws are
out dated, and of fenders often cannot be
appropriately charged due to these statutes,
| eavi ng vul nerabl e popul ati ons target ed.
| mpl ementing this proposal is crucial to protect

comunities targeted for their ethnicity,
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religion or sexual orientation in New York

Last, and probably nore on a |ight
note, I'mreally proud that our |egislation that
will allow cocktails in novie theaters has made
its way through. Thank you, Senator Skoufis, for
hel ping to advocate for that. Qur small
busi nesses, especially novie theaters, deserve to
thrive, and we think this will be a very great
pat h forward.

So thank you, Madam Presi dent.
proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Scarcel | a- Spanton to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Senat or Sanders to explain his vote.

No? Ckay.

Senat or Ryan to explain his vote.

SENATOR RYAN: Thank you very much
Madam Pr esi dent .

So in this budget we're going to
take a | ot of steps to address a conprehensive
housi ng plan, which |I applaud. But we're m ssing
an inportant opportunity to address the
foreclosure crisis. New York State's been

reluctant to act on forecl osures because the
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muni ci palities that conduct the forecl osures
often profit fromthe foreclosures. They view
forecl osures as a source of revenue.

Oten a nunicipality will forecl ose
on a house for back taxes, $10,000 in taxes, the
house is worth $100, 000, they sell it at auction
for $100,000, they pay off the debt and they keep
the 90 for their coffers.

In the 1980s, New York State
mandat ed t hat every town charge at | east
12 percent interest on back taxes. Towns could
add onto that. M county, Erie County, charges
18 percent interest on back taxes. That leads to
peopl e getting behind on their taxes and they
can't cone up frombehind it. Better off getting
a credit card debt than being |ate on your taxes.

Oten the interest rates is al npbst
as much as what was owed to start with. But the
counties and the towns, they view that high
interest as a revenue source that they do not
want to | ose.

But what this does is it strips
equity, often fromthe poorest New Yorkers who
are homeowners, takes their equity, their

opportunity to build generational wealth, and it
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puts it in the pockets of the towns. O they
overcharge seniors and people who just get a
little bit behind on their taxes -- 18 percent,
and it compounds and it conmpounds. Then you're
back in foreclosure.

So we took nobdest steps towards
addressing this in BB. The United States Suprene
Court recently ruled that you can't keep the
equity fromforecl osures, but they also ruled you
can't have inperm ssibly high fees because that's
j ust robbing sonebody of their equity nonth in
and nonth out.

So we have nore work to do on this
issue. | look forward to working with mny
col | eagues to address this in the rest of the
sessi on.

| vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ryan to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Cleare to explain her vote.

SENATOR CLEARE: | proudly vote aye
on this package of bills tonight for public
protection, and I want to lift up Part G which
is going to help New York City and districts like

my owmn to help stop the opening of unlicensed
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snoke shops in our communities.

W have -- it's hurting the profits
of the legal licensed businesses w thout regard
for the protection and safety of our children, of
our schools. And it's denying the state tax
revenue that's badly needed, taking away fromthe
peopl e who were supposed to benefit fromthe sale
of cannabis. So |I'mvery proud that we are
addi ng protection in there to help us close these
illegal snoke shops.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Cleare to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick to
expl ain her vote.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

Wiile there are certainly steps that
have been taken in the right direction, one of
the things that I hear often fromny constituents
is the effects of cashless bail and their fear of
not being safe in their own comunities.

| nstead of doing it pieceneal the
way | think we've been doing it, | do think an

overall fix to this would be to give judges
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di scretion, sonething that we took away fromthem
in the very begi nning.

It was -- ny first bill that |
i ntroduced was to give judges discretion. W
have an el ected body of professionals that sit
there with the ability to judge whether or not a
person is a danger to our comunity, and we've
taken that away fromthem And | don't think
that we can do -- we can fix this pieceneal, but
until we fix that problem we're going to
continue to have probl ens.

The other thing that | found was
very disturbing was that graffiti was renoved and
cannot be charged as a hate crinme. | know that
t here have been argunents to present that it
could be. But | do think that in the Five Towns
community that | represent that is predom nantly
Jewi sh, they have faced so much with swastikas
and other graffiti that is antisemtic, that I
feel that that should have been included in
that -- in this bill.

And for those reasons,

Madam President, 1'Il be voting in the negative.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick to be recorded in the

negati ve.
Announce the results.
THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar - -
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: One
second.
Senat or Rhoads to explain his vote.
SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you very
much.

You know, as many of ny col |l eagues
have already indicated, this is definitely --
this particular bill was a m xed bag. Wile
there are positives -- protections for retai
wor kers, minor Tier 6 nodifications and sone
i mprovenents in benefits for First Grade police
of ficers and University Police officers, the rea
story of this bill is mssed opportunities to be
able to make transformati onal and fundanent al
change that needs to be made.

The fact that we've excluded the
Child Data Protection Act and the Safe Act for
Kids to protect kids against internet predators;
the fact that you' re excluding fromhate crines

graffiti, as was just mentioned, endangering the
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wel fare of a mnor, arson, labor trafficking --
crimes that should be considered to be hate
crimes -- | believe is inexcusable.

And sinply waiting to be able to
make a nodification later on in this particular
session, if that ever happens -- you know, |'m
not sure that it -- I'mnot sure that it will.

And of course the fundanmental thing
which | think would inprove the Iives of al
New Yorkers is restoring judicial discretion,
giving judges the ability to be able to consider
t he dangerousness of the accused and the
i kelihood that they may be able to do further
harmto the community in being able to consider
bai | .

That woul d be the best way to
protect retail workers, to protect al
New Yor kers, would be to give judges back
judicial discretion.

For those reasons, while there are
sonme positives, | viewthis as being an overal
negative, and that's why |'mcasting ny vote in
t he negati ve.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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Rhoads to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Conmrie to explain his vote.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to vote yes on this package.
|"mvery proud of the work that we did to nmake
sure that we have started to address a major
probl em that everyone that |'ve encountered has
been after our |egislative body about, and that's
closing the illegal snoke shops. They're a
scourge on our community. They're selling
product that's unsafe. They're taking away
revenues that we were supposed to have.

| heard nenbers on the other side

tal ki ng about why we don't have the revenue

streamthat we should have had by now It's
because we've had these illegal snoke shops.
It's because we've had all these lawsuits. It's

because, unfortunately, the cannabis board, OCM
has not been able to ranp up all of the personnel
that they need to ranp up because of a sl ow
civil service system

|"mjust very proud of the fact that
our house advanced the idea to nmake sure that

t hese shops could get closed down by
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muni ci palities so that they could get closed down
gui cker, that we can have an opportunity to make
sure that there's a real padlock and a rea
process to ensure that they stay padl ocked if

t hey are doing the wong thing.

We're giving themthe opportunity to
make a change and giving them an opportunity to
understand that there's nore than one way to do
busi ness. But we want busi ness to be done right.
W want the illegal snoke shops cl osed down, we
want them cl osed down i medi ately. They're
popping up all over in illegal spots, and we have
to do this quickly.

| do want to align nyself with
Senat or Ryan with the issues on foreclosure,
especially dealing with our seniors and our
homeowners that are struggling to maintain their
finances. Not to do anything in that space and
to do anything for honeowners that are suffering
from bei ng cash-poor because they own a hone t hat
they can no longer afford to maintain -- but it's
horrible that we are not allowi ng and creating an
opportunity in this state for honeowners,
property owners that are struggling to be able to

keep their properties. Especially for seniors
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that are really underwater, you know, we need to
do better. And we can do better. And | hope
t hat somet hi ng can happen before we | eave here in
June to nake sure that those people are taken
care of as well.

And |'mover tine. Thank you,
Madam President. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Conrie to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 841, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza,
Martins, Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco and Wi k.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Pl ease call on Senator Lanza for an

announcenent .
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza for an announcenent.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

Senator G anaris.

Madam President, there will be an
i mredi ate neeting of the Republican Conference in
Room 315 of the Capitol Building.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adjourn until tonmorrow, April 19th, at
12: 00 noon.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Friday,
April 19th, at 12:00 noon.

(Wher eupon, at 8:35 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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