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PROCEEDI NGS
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will cone to order.
| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.
(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: | mam
Dr. Mohamed El bar, of the Islamc Society of
Bay Ridge, in Brooklyn, New York, will deliver
today's invocati on.
| mam
| MVAM DR. MOCHAMED ELBAR: Asal anmu
Al ai kum
(Response fromgallery.)
| MVAM DR. MOCHAMED ELBAR: " m
Mohaned El bar, of the Islam c Society of
Bay Ri dge, Brooklyn, New York
(In Arabic.) Alah (in Arabic) said
in the Holy Quran, in Surah Ghafir 40:60: "Cal
me and | will answer your prayers, and | respond
to you."
O Allah, bless all those present and
participating today. Bless all our communities.

May God bl ess our communities. My CGod bl ess the
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people who live in the United States. God bl ess
all you. God bless Anerica.

And amen, and anen.

Thank you. Asal anu Al ai kum

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
April 15, 2024, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday, April 14,
2024, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or May noves
to discharge, fromthe Comm ttee on Housi ng,
Construction and Community Devel oprent,

Assenbly Bill Nunmber 5311 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Number 1059,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 395.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: So

or der ed.

Messages fromthe Governor.
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Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam President. CGood afternoon.

Can we pl ease recogni ze
Senat or Harckham for an introduction before we
begi n.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Har ckham for an introducti on.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

| amtruly honored to introduce one
of the giants in the environnmental justice
novenment, who is here in the gallery with us
today: Catherine Coleman Flowers. Her work is
anong the best with sem nal activists such as
Rachel Carson, Wnona LaDuke and Robert Bull ard.

She's currently the vice chair of
t he White House Environnmental Justice Advisory
Council. She in 2020 was awarded as a MacArt hur

Genius Grant winner for her work on the failings
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of sanitary sewage infrastructure and,
importantly, its inpact on conmmunities.

And while this work began in rural
Al abarma, her work has di scovered a di sturbing
national trend all over the United States. And
t herefore, because of the inportance of her work,
she sits on the boards of the National Resource
Def ense Council, the Center for Constitutional
Ri ghts, the Anerican Geophysical Union, and the
Climate Reality Project.

And at the center of her work, she
is the author of "Waste: One Wman's Fi ght

Agai nst Anerica's Dirty Secret," centered in
rural Al abana about the failings of the
comunities to provide adequate infrastructure
for sanitary waste, and then those comrunities
find fol ks who could not afford to nmaintain those
septic systens and then arrested theminstead of
going after the large corporate polluters. And
fromthat work was born her passion for
envi ronnental justice work.

| should also say she is a veteran
of the Air Force and the Air National Cuard.

She's a nmenber of the Biden Unity Task Force on

Cli mate Change, the founding director for the
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Center for Rural Enterprise and Environment al
Justice, and co-chair of the Anerican Acadeny of
Arts and Sci ences Comnm ssion on Accel erating
Cimte Action.

| ask, Madam President, that you
wel come our guest and pl ease extend her the
privileges of this chanber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: To our
guest, | wel cone you on behalf of the Senate. W
extend to you the privileges and courtesies of
t hi s house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now pl ease
recogni ze Senator Gounardes for sone
i ntroductions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Gounardes for an introduction.

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

It was so great, when we kicked off
t he session this afternoon, to have the

i nvocation delivered by |Imam Mohaned El bar from
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the Bay Ridge Islamc Society, fornerly in ny
district but nowin Senator Chu's district.

And the reason it's so special is
because this nonth, April, is Arab-Anmerican
Heritage Month. And | amincredi bly proud that
inny district, in the entire Borough of
Brooklyn, there is a |large and vi brant and
di verse Arab- Anerican community, particularly in
Bay Ridge but all across Brooklyn and all across
the 26th District.

You can feel the conmunity's
presence in beloved restaurants |ike Yenen Cafe
and Ayat, thriving |ocal businesses |ike Bal ady,
Sahadi's, and Nabl us Sweets, and active conmunity
organi zations |i ke the An-Noor Social Center, the
Arab American Association of New York, and the
Bay Ridge Community Devel opment Center and the
Wnen' s Enmpower nent Center of New York City.

And we are joined today in the
gal l ery by representatives of those organi zations
who have cone here to the Senate today, not only
to hear Dr. El bar give the invocation, but also
to pay tribute to Arab-Anerican Heritage Month.

And so as one of the groups |I'm here

to introduce, I'mso excited that they were able
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to make the trip up here to join us today.

But of course, that's not all. W
al so have, wearing ny other hat -- as nmany of ny
col | eagues here in the chanmber know, | am a proud

graduate of the City University of New York at
Hunter College. And we have, joining us today in
the gallery, a cohort of students from Hunter

Coll ege who are all participating in the

Eva Kastan Grove Fel |l owship Program at the
Roosevelt House at Hunter Coll ege.

The Roosevelt House is the public
policy institute at Hunter College. It is naned
after the literal house that Franklin Roosevelt
lived in. 1t is the house where he drafted many
of the elements of the New Deal. And these
students here are participating in a
senmester-long intensive public policy fellowship
where they are studying public policy problens
and then ways to address themat both the city,
state and national |evels.

They came up to Al bany today to get
a day in the life behind the curtains of what it
nmeans to be a policynaker, an el ected
policymaker. And |I'mso excited they were able

to make the trip up here today to see how their
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state government works.

And so, Madam President, | kindly
ask that you recogni ze both of our -- ny guests
who have joined us here today and extend to them
the privileges of the house.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: To our
guests, | welconme you on behalf of the Senate.
We extend to you the privileges and courtesies of
t hi s house.

Pl ease all rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Let's nove on to previously adopted
Resol ution 2194, by Senator Wil czyk, read that
resolution's title. And as we all know,

Senat or WAl czyk is serving the nation right now,
so we will ask Senator Stec to speak on that
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number

2194, by Senator Wal czyk, comrendi ng the
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Hanmond H gh School Grls Varsity Basketball Team
upon the occasion of capturing the New York State
Public Hi gh School Athletic Association

Basket bal | C ass D Chanpi onship on March 17,

2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Stec on the resol ution.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. Thank you all.

It is an absolute pleasure for nme to
speak on behal f of ny coll eague and ny friend
Senat or WAl czyk. Ladies, the teamhere, this is
his seat. W get to sit next to each other. And
| think | get to speak on this because our two
gigantic districts touch each other. W share
St. Lawence County, so I'mvery famliar with
Hanmond and where you're all com ng down from

Wel conme to Al bany.

Madam Presi dent, the Hammond Hi gh
School Grls Varsity Basketball Team captured the
Cl ass D chanpi onshi p, state chanpi onship, on
March 17, defeating another 49th Senate District
teamfrom Northville. And for those of you that
don't know, Northville and Hammond, you al nost

can't get there fromhere. |It's a big district.
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But both of the state chanpi onship
teanms were from Mark's district. And the
Hanmond | adi es, the Red Devils, they were
triunphant 54-34. So it was a pretty convincing
Wi n.

They had a fantastic season, 23 and
3. So we're thrilled to congratulate -- anytine
we have student athletes cone down here, it's
just wonderful to recognize your achi evenent in
this beautiful hall with all my coll eagues.

And if | could, I would just like to
i ntroduce the chanpi onship team of the Hammond
Hi gh School Grls Varsity Basketball Team Shae
Rosenbar ker, Josephi ne Hodgdon, M kayla Jones,
Maki a Greene, Addi son Wbster, Rael ee Downs,
Jocel yn Bush, Isabell e Wodcock, Ma Tulley,

Ava Howi e, Addi son Graveline, and Landree Kenyon;
Manager Railyn Law, Assistant Coaches John
Arquitt and Katina Dillon, and Head Coach

Al yssa Crosby.

So agai n, wonderful achievenent.
Congratul ations, all. Finish the school year
strong. You're student athletes, the student
part cones first. But certainly, you know,

revel -- as you will and should -- in your
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chanpi onshi p season. Congratul ati ons on behal f
of all of us, and especially our coll eague
Senat or Mark Wl czyk, who coul d not be here
today. He is deployed in the Mddl e East serving
on behalf of all of us.

But congratul ations, | adies.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

To the Hammond Hi gh School Grls
Team | wel cone you on behalf of the Senate. W
extend to you the privileges and courtesies of
t hi s house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Next up is
previ ously adopted Resol ution 1625, by
Senator Thonmas. Please read its title and
recogni ze Senator Thonmas.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1625, by

Senat or Thomas, nenorializi ng Governor Kathy
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Hochul to proclaim April 2024 as Si kh Awar eness
Month in the State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Thomas on the resol ution.

SENATOR THOVAS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

It is with great pride that | stand
here today to introduce a resol ution again
declaring April as Sikh Awareness Month here in
the State of New York

This nmonth provides an opportunity
for all of us to honor and acknow edge the rich
cultural heritage and profound contri butions of
the Sikh community to our state and our nation.

Si khismis a nonotheistic religion
t hat energed nore than 500 years ago in the
Punjab region of India. Sikhs are
di stingui shabl e by their |ong beards and turbans,
as you can see up in the chanber today.

The founder of Sikhism Guru Nanak,
created a new faith based on the idea that al
peopl e are equal and interconnected.

Thi s remar kabl e j ourney of
Si kh conmunity is intertwined with the story of

Aneri ca. Fromthe tine of their arrival in the
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| ate 1800s, Sikh nmen and wonen have been maki ng
not abl e contributions to American society. Early
immgrants settled in the Western frontier, where
they played a magjor role in building Arerica's
railroads. Sikh-Anericans served in the U S
mlitary during the World Wars. And the first
Asi an- Areri can Congressman was a Si kh- Anerican
el ected to office back in 1957.

An estimted 500,000 Sikhs live in
the U S., with the |argest comunities here on
t he East Coast and out there on the West Coast.

The Sikh community in New York is an
integral part of our diverse popul ation. They
have contributed greatly to our state. W have
successful business | eaders, doctors, |awyers,
prof essors, nurses, nedia personalities, and so
on. They all have a conmtnent to social justice
and community servi ce.

The teachings of the Sikh gurus and
the val or of the Khal sa continue to inspire
i ndi viduals worldwi de to strive for a nore
equi tabl e and conpassi onate society. That's why
|"m so proud to wel cone sone friends and
comunity | eaders who are proud Sikhs.

We are joined by Harpreet Singh
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Toor, Tej Pal Singh and Harjeet Singh Wraich,
and nmenbers of the community up in the gallery.
Thank you all for being here.

Even though the Sikh community has
done so nuch to make New York better and this
country better, Sikhs have al so faced
di scrimnation and hate crines in our country. |
stand in solidarity with our Sikh brothers and
sisters to denounce hate and bigotry and work
towards a nore inclusive society.

And as we cel ebrate Sikh Awareness
Month, let us take the tine to | earn about the
Sikh religion, their values and its contributions
to our society.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Stavi sky on the resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And t hank you, Senator Thonas, for
i ntroducing this resolution.

| have sonme constituents in the
gallery, and I want to wel come you to Al bany.

You heard -- to nmy col |l eagues, you
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heard the description that Senator Thonas
provided. And to ne, the aspect of social
justice and equality is what it's about. | have
visited the Sikh tenple in Queens, several of
t hem

But we al so have an obligation on
our part to provide the same opportunities for
service that we provide everybody el se. And they
shoul d be treated and are being treated, | hope,
with dignity and friendship.

And we are delighted that you are
here, and we | ook forward to everybody
cel ebrating Sikh Awareness Mont h.

Thank you very much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Addabbo on the resol ution.

SENATOR ADDABBC Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

Good afternoon, everybody. And I
want to thank Senator Thomas for this resol ution.

You know, we thank the Sikh
comunity certainly for their cultural and for
their -- what they bring to the conmunity and

benefits our comunity.
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| witnessed the Sikh community grow
inny district. Born and raised in Ozone Park,
parts of Ozone Park, South Ozone Park,

Ri chnond Hill, surrounding communities, |'ve

wi t nessed over the years the Sikh comunity
acclimate thenselves into our conmunities, becomne
part of our community boards, beconme heads of
civics, becone involved in our schools and our

cl assroons as teachers and parents involved in
our schools. And involved in our businesses,
provi di ng such vibrant, diverse businesses in our
comunity.

We're thankful. And we join you
armin arm as we go forward into a brighter
future for the Sikh community in our communities,
as we fight against discrimnation and hatred and
make sure that we do have a brighter future for
our children as they also get acclimated into the
comunity.

Agai n, | thank Senator Thonmas, and |
proudly join in supporting this resol ution.

Thank you so much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: To our
guest, | wel cone you on behalf of the Senate. W

extend to you the privileges and courtesies of
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t hi s house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on
January 17th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now, previously
adopted Resolution 1717, by Senator May. Pl ease
read that resolution's title and recognize
Senat or May.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1717, by
Senat or May, commenorating the 100t h Anniversary
of Syracuse University's Maxwel | School of
Citizenship and Public Affairs on Cctober 3,
2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
May on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise today to honor the
100t h anni versary of the Maxwell School of

Citizenship and Public Affairs at Syracuse
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Uni versity.

And though | want to say some things
about Maxwel|l's illustrious history, let ne start
by tal ki ng about its present.

Just last week U S. News ranked
Maxwel | as the nation's nunber-one school of
public affairs, as judged by deans, directors and
department chairs at hundreds of peer
institutions. Not only is Maxwel|l nunber one
this year, it has held that distinction every
year but one since the rankings began in 1995.

Whil e Maxwel | is renowned for
teachi ng future policymakers and gover nnment
officials, the first word inits title is
"“citizenshi p" when you visit Maxwell, you w ||
see the Athenian OCath of Citizenship inscribed on
the wall, which reads, in part: "W wll
unceasi ngly seek to quicken the sense of public
duty. We will revere and obey the city's | aws.
W will transmit the city not |ess, but greater,
better and nore beautiful than it was transmtted
to us."

For 100 years now, the Maxwell
School has pursued this vision. Named for

George Maxwel |, a Syracuse University alum and
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attorney, the school was initially founded to
train students to be informed citizens in
Ameri can denocracy and provi de professional
training for future governnment officials and
publ i c servants.

The Maxwel | School was the first
educational institution to offer a graduate
degree in public adm nistration, and its MPA
programis the ol dest continuously operating
uni versity-based MPA programin the country.

Presi dent Herbert Hoover attended
t he dedi cation on Septenber 3, 1924, which is
appropri ate because even though he wasn't the
best president ever, he was a gifted public
adm ni strator who oversaw transformative
government reforns |ike standardi zi ng wei ghts and
nmeasures to facilitate trade and nmanufacturing.

Over the past century countl ess
prom nent public servants have cone to the
Maxwel | School as students, as faculty, and as
visitors. |'ve had the opportunity to attend
Maxwel | dinners with the likes of Al Gore and
Liz Cheney. And | also have the great good
fortune to have two i nmensely talented and

know edgeabl e Maxwel | grads on ny staff.
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We are joined today by a number of
representatives fromthe Maxwel|l School and
Syracuse University, including Dean David
Van Sl yke, Assistant Dean Elizabeth Arnmstrong,
Dan Nel son, Bethany Wal awender, Jennifer Col e,
Cort Ruddy, Cydney Johnson, and Maria Ferrara.

| wel conme all of you and thank you
for the inportant work you do and the Maxwel |
School does to prepare young people for |ives of
public service and to expand our understandi ng of
citizenship and government for the public good.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Stavi sky on the resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yes, thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent and Senat or May.

You prepared nme for public service.
| am a proud graduate of Syracuse -- not the
Maxwel | School, but | took classes there. And I
must tell you, to this day | renenber sone of the
professors. And | thank you for educating not
just ny generation but the future generations.

The hardest problem | had -- one of

the hard problens -- was convincing the New York
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City Board of Education when | got my high school
teaching license that citizenship was nore than
it appeared. M first class in citizenship was
about -- we read fromPlato to whoever the -- to
Mar x and everybody in between.

So | thank you and congratul ate you,
as chair of the Conmttee on H gher Education in
t he Senate, for doing such a good job

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol uti on was adopted on January 23rd.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now t o
previ ously adopted Resol uti on 2008, by
Senat or Sepul veda. Please read its title and
recogni ze Senator Sepul veda.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: t he

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2008, by
Senat or Sepul veda, nenorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaim April 2024 as Wrkpl ace
Vi ol ence Prevention Month in the State of
New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Sepul veda on the resol ution.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent, for allowing nme to speak on this
resol ution.

Today | stand before you to discuss
a matter of utnost inportance and urgency. |
have with us today several doctors, emnergency
care doctors, healthcare providers, with us today
to di scuss workpl ace safety.

|''m here to advocate for the
adoption of Senate Resol ution 2008, which calls
upon Governor Kathy Hochul to officially proclaim
April 2024 as Workpl ace Viol ence Prevention Mnth
in our great State of New YorKk.

Every day, hardworki ng New Yorkers
contribute tirelessly to the strength and
prosperity of our state. Yet despite their
dedi cation, many face the unacceptable risk of

violence in their places of work. This is
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particularly true for our heal thcare workers,
who, according to federal data, are five tines,
five times nore likely to encounter violence on
the job than their peers in other sectors.

Designating April as Wrkpl ace
Vi ol ence Prevention Month is not nerely a
synbolic act. It is a clarion call to action.

It is an affirmation of our commtment to
safeguarding the dignity and safety of every

wor ker across all industries in New York. By
adopting this resolution we declare that violence
in the workplace is intolerable and that we nust
stand united in an effort to foster environnments
where safety and respect are paranount.

Let us join together to send a
power ful nessage across the state: New Yorkers
val ue the security and well-being of their
wor kpl ace. Let us ensure that no worker ever has
to fear for their safety while earning a |iving.

| urge all of you, ny distinguished
col | eagues, to support this resolution
whol eheartedly. Let us nake April a nonth of
awar eness, education and advocacy agai nst
wor kpl ace vi ol ence. Let us honor our commtnent

to the hardworking nen and wonen of New York by
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maki ng our workpl ace safer for everyone.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol uti on was adopted on March 26t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Now back to
Senat or May for previously adopted
Resol ution 2063. Please read that resolution's
title and recogni ze Senator May.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2063, by
Senat or May, nenorializing Governor Kathy Hochul
to proclaimApril 2024 as Fair Housing Month in
the State of New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
May on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
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Madam Pr esi dent .

In the United States, unlike nost of
our peer nations, where you live has a huge
i npact on al nost every aspect of your life. Your
zZip code is a strong predictor of how well
resourced and successful your public schools wll
be, whet her you have robust public services, how
safe your streets are, how healthy your air and
wat er are. \Wether you have shady streets and
wel | - mai nt ai ned parks. How often you face
traffic stops, parking tickets or other fines.
Even how many potholes there are in your roads.

For many of us, where we live is
largely a matter of choice. But for much of
Anmeri can history, whol e nei ghborhoods or even
towns were off-limts to people of color, to Jews
or other religious groups, to people of certain
nati onal origins.

In 1968, President Johnson signed
the Fair Housing Act, which outlawed overt
housi ng discrimnation, and we cel ebrate that
bold legislation with this resolution today.

But we al so have to renew our
determ nation to work towards the prom se of that

act, because there is still a long way to go.
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In my city of Syracuse, as in nany
of our upstate cities, we have the sad
di stinction of being anong the highest in the
nation for child poverty and racial segregation,
thanks to at |least a century of discrimnating
housi ng practices. Two children growi ng up just
half a mle apart on either side of our city line
m ght as well live in different countries.

As we fight to address our housing
crisis with safe, quality, affordable housing for
all, | hope we can also be fulfilling the goal of
the Fair Housing Act to reduce the extrene
inequality by zip code that we still see today.

| vote aye

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator My.

The resol ution was adopted on
April 3rd.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

We're going to now take up two

resol utions sinultaneously: Previously adopted

Resol uti on 1520 and previously adopted
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Resol ution 1544, both by Senator Persaud.

Pl ease read their titles and
recogni ze Senator Persaud.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1520, by
Senat or Persaud, nenorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaim April 2024 as Sexual Assault
Awar eness Month in the State of New York

Resol ution 1544, by Senator Persaud,
menori al i zi ng Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaim
April 24, 2024, as DenimDay in the State of
New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Persaud on the resol utions.

SENATOR PERSAUD: Thank you,

M. President.

Sexual Assault Awareness Mnth was
started in 2001 by the National Sexual Violence
Resource Center to both rai se awareness and hel p
prevent sexual assault, harassnment and abuse.

But the roots of the nonth can actually be traced
way back.

Sexual assault is a broad term and

can enconpass nmany things: Rape, sexual
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harassnment, sexual abuse, unwanted sexua
contact, touching, sexual exploitation and
trafficking -- sonething that we've seen a rise
in -- exposing one's genitals or naked body to
anot her, and on and on.

But despite the progress we' ve nade
to conbat sexual assault, there's so much to be
done. Research has shown that nbst men and wonen
across all sexual identities who experience
contact sexual violence report that the person
who harmed them was soneone they knew. It's not
a stranger.

Over 53 percent of wonen and
29 percent of nen reported experiencing contact

sexual violence. One in five male victins

reported only mal e perpetrators; one in two had

only femal e perpetrators. And it goes on and on.

More than one in four non-Hi spanic

Bl ack wonmen in the United States were raped in

their lifetime. Think of that staggering nunber.

One in three Hi spanic wonen reported unwant ed
sexual contact in their lifetime. And then four
out of five Anerican Indian or Al askan Native
wonen have experienced sexual violence in their

lifetime. This is something that we must end.
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Sexual violence is unacceptable. As
a body, we nmust continue to fight to ensure that
no one suffers from sexual violence.

And then on April 24, there's
sonmething that's called DenimDay. W recognize
Denim Day. DenimDay is a canpaign in honor of
Sexual Assault Awareness Month. The canpaign
began after a ruling by the Italian Suprene
Court -- and we can tell the court was made up of
| woul dn't say what gender. The canpai gn began
by the ruling by the Italian Suprenme Court, where
a rape conviction was overturned because the
justices felt that since the victim the victim
was wearing tight jeans, she nust have consented,
because the person who raped her couldn't have
taken off her pants by hinself. They woul d not
have been able to renove it. That's what the
court said.

The foll owi ng day, the wonen in the
Italian Parliament cane to work wearing jeans, in
solidarity with the victim

Peace Over Viol ence devel oped the
Deni m Day canpaign in response to this case and
activismsurrounding it. Since then, what

started as a | ocal canpaign to bring awareness to
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victimblam ng and destructive nyths that
surround sexual violence have grown into a
novenent .

Deni m Day asks community menbers,
el ected officials, businesses and students to
make a social statement with their fashion
statenent by wearing jeans on this day. So | ask
all of you, wear jeans next \Wdnesday in
solidarity with people who have been raped.

The reality is this. Due to the
inequities in our crimnal justice system nyths
that continue to pervade our society, and the
sheer rate of sexual assault that still occurs,
there are mllions of people in the position
across this country and across the world right
now. MIllions of wonen, mllions of people in
general who have been raped, sexually assaulted,
and no one believes them because of the way they
wer e dressed, because of the way they | ooked,
because of the way they spoke.

Sonmeone says, Oh, because they were
flirting, so they'd encouraged it. | want to
remnd us all: Everyone has a right to dress the
way they want to dress. Everyone has a right to

behave in the way they see fit w thout someone
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t aki ng advant age of them

So again, | encourage ny coll eagues,
stand in solidarity with those who are raped
because sonmeone el se thought they should not have
dressed or | ooked a certain way.

M. President, thank you. And
vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Persaud.

Senat or Fernandez on the
resol uti ons.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you,

M. President.

And t hank you, Senator Persaud, for
i ntroducing this resolution.

Across New York State, sexua
assault is an unwanted reality in too nmany lives,
inflicting deep psychol ogi cal and physi cal wounds
on survivors in every community -- our neighbors,
our friends, our colleagues, and as nenbers of
our famlies.

Acknow edgi ng April as Sexual
Assault Awar eness Month expresses our active
commtment to recogni ze the experiences of

survivors to ensure that they are seen and heard,
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and that they are not alone. It's a testanent to
our shared val ues, where we not only listen but

al so validate and honor the strengths of
survivors.

This month is also a call to
confront sone unconfortable truths. Over half of
wonen and a third of men in our country have
faced sexual violence, with these incidents
di sproportionately inpacting people of color.
These aren't just statistics. They represent the
| oss of safety and peace of mind for survivors
who frequently battle anxiety, trauns,
depression, and PTSD

We rnmust acknowl edge the need for
accountability, for bringing perpetrators to
justice, and the need to strengthen our | egal
framework so that survivors are able to seek
justice unobstructed by doubt or dism ssal.

|"m proud of this body for its
nunmerous bills that we've introduced to help
survivors and child survivors, including ny bill
that would fix the voluntary intoxication
exclusion to include cases where the victimis
voluntarily intoxicated and unable to provide

consent under the definition of sexual assault.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2468

And i ncludi ng ot her pieces of |egislation that
woul d al | ow evi dence of testinmony of a victinms
outcry and di sclosures in cases of sexual abuse
regardl ess of when the disclosure was nade.

We nust listen, and then we nust
act. Wien a survivor reaches out, we nust be
ready to hear them and respond with the support
and resources to aid in their healing and their
pursuit of justice, and we vow to redoubl e on
preventative efforts to create an environnment
where fear of assault, abuse and harassnent is
erased fromthe daily fabric of our |ives.

Let this resolution be a catalyst
for real change. |In standing with survivors, we
hel p nove our state forward to a future free from
sexual assault.

| thank the | eader for bringing this
resolution to the floor, to my coll eague for
introducing this resolution, and to the brave
advocates and the survivors who are here today,
for their work and for their bravery.

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Fernandez.

The resol ution was adopted on
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January 9th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
at the request of the various sponsors, all the
resol utions we took up today are open for
cosponsor shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now | nove to
adopt the Resol ution Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Al'l those
in favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar
pl ease signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | also have a

nmoti on here.
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On behal f of Senator Harckham on
page 39 | offer the follow ng anendnents to
Cal endar Nunber 726, Senate Bill 2994A, and ask
that said bill retain its place on the
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
the cal endar at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 90,
Senate Print 450, by Senator G anaris, an act to
amend the | nsurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
130, Senate Print 2103B, by Senator Harckham an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
359, Senate Print 682, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the General Business Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside for
t he day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
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will be laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
395, Assenbly Bill Nunber 5311, by
Assenbl ynenber Zebrowski, an act to anend the
Executi ve Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
439, Senate Print 6651, by Senator Ranbs, an act
to anend the Wrkers' Conpensation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
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shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 439, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Lanza and Ott.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
449, Senate Print 2995, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
474, Senate Print 688, by Senator May, an act to
amend t he Executive Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside for
t he day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
will be laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
494, Senate Print 4644, by Senator Kennedy, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Rhoads to explain his vote.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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| want to thank Senator Kennedy for
introducing the bill.

|"mvoting in the negative, however,
because of the obligations or msplaced
obligations that this places on nunicipalities in
areas like in ny district which are serviced by
private water conpani es.

By placing the obligations on
muni ci palities, particularly in circunstances
where our own fire departnents, for exanple, have
to pay upwards of $800, $900 -- up to $1, 000 per
hydrant to a private water utility -- it's the
private water utility that should have to bear
the cost of actually inspecting and testing these
hydr ant s.

For that reason, I'mvoting in the
negative, though | very much support the concept
of annual testing -- especially as a vol unteer
firefighter nyself for the last 31 years, very
much support the concept of this annual testing
to ensure that our hydrants are in working
fashi on when we need t hem

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Rhoads to be recorded in the negative.
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 494, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Martins, O Mara, Rhoads and
Vi k.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
652, Senate Print 6162, by Senator My, an act to
amend t he Executive Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
668, Senate Print 1811, by Senat or Addabbo, an
act to anend the Ceneral Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's nove on to
t he controversial cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
652, Senate Print 6162, by Senator My, an act to
amend t he Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
ober acker, why do you rise?

SENATOR OBERACKER: Yes, thank you,
Madam President. | was wondering if the bill's
sponsor would yield for a couple of questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
May, do you yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you.
Through you, Madam President. Senator, thank
you.

As someone who has this affliction
of color blindness, I was wondering, has there
been any thought or would there be any thought to
adding the ability to wear those -- wear gl asses
that not only help -- it doesn't cure, but it
hel ps enhance the ability to perceive and | ook at
col or, thereby not so much elimnating but
hel ping to potentially allow those that suffer
fromcol or blindness to be cleared for service.

| s there any thought to that
process?

SENATOR MAY: Thank you. Through
you, Madam President, thank you for that
guesti on.

|"mglad to know t hat you support
what's in here and just want nore. That's al ways
nice to know.

The idea here is that the testing
for color blindness is so blunt at this point
that it just elimnates everybody who's got any
kind of color blindness. Wereas there are quite

a few gradations of col or blindness that
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shoul dn't be disqualifying for a career in
| aw enf orcenent.

W want people to be able to see --
totell a green light froma red light, for
exanpl e, where that would be inportant. But in
sone other cases it's not -- it's not that
crucial that they tell, you know, teal froma
di fferent shade of blue or sonething like that.

So -- so this sinply would al |l ow
themto -- once you had been screened out by that
blunt test to take a nore nuanced test that would
allow themto qualify, potentially, if they had a
ki nd of color blindness that was -- that was, you
know, |esser in nature or not -- shouldn't be
di squal i fying.

| don't see any reason why you
couldn't have a corrective option as well, but
t hat wasn't envisioned in our bill.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you for
t hat, Senator.

Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ober acker on the bill.

SENATCOR OBERACKER: | know this

comes as a shock that | only asked one question,
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but | think the Senator answered it in the

affirmati ve.

As one who says, again, |'mcolor
blind, | have the red/ green col or blindness.
That is, | only perceive it in gray. There may

be a tine that you' ve seen ne wal k these halls
and wonder, with ny fashion sense, if there may
have been an issue. And | can honestly say that
if you have seen nme in that condition, two things
probably did happen -- ny wife was out of town,
and/or ny chief of staff, both of which keep ne
well -- well in the fashion sense, so to speak.

| think this is actually a great
bill. | amin support of it. 1 think it's long
been ki nd of al nost m sunderstood and not | ooked
upon, those of us that have this affliction.

So agai n, Madam President, if anyone

sees ne looking a little dishevel ed, please reach

out. | will not take offense. And for that, |
will be voting in the affirmative.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.
Are there any other Senators w shing

to be heard?
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Seei ng and heari ng none, the debate

i s closed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we've agreed to restore this bill to the

noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
is restored to the noncontroversial cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Mostly | want to thank Liam Vaitkus,
who is here in the gallery, who was nmy session
assistant last year. And this bill was his idea,
as soneone who has col or blindness hinself and
had dreaned of a career in |aw enforcenent and
t hen di scovered that it would be inpossible

because of his col or blindness.
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So it was wonderful that he came up
with a solution and brought it to us and got the
maj or | aw enforcenent associations in the state
to endorse this bill, and brought it all the way
to -- we got it all the way to pass on the floor
last year. And I'mthrilled that he's able to
come to be here today and see us do it again.

And this tinme we'll do what we can
Liam to get it through the Assenbly. Thank you
so nuch for your hard work

And | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 652, voting in the negative:

Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
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no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let me rem nd ny
Majority col |l eagues we are returning back to
conference i nmedi ately upon concl usi on of
sessi on.

And | nove to adjourn unti
tomorrow, Wednesday, April 17th, at 11:00 a.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Wednesday, April 17th, at 11:00 a.m

(Wher eupon, at 4:45 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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