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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

April 11, 2024
12:20 p. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR JEREMY A. COONEY, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, April 10, 2024, the Senate net
pursuant to adjournment. The Journal of Tuesday,
April 9, 2024, was read and approved. On notion,
t he Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Good afternoon, Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.

On behal f of Senator Gounardes, on
page 38 | offer the follow ng anendnents to
Cal endar 699, Senate Print 99, and ask that said
bill retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill shal
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Senator Cleare, | wish to call up Senate
Print 1979, recalled fromthe Assenbly, which is
now at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
148, Senate Print 1979, by Senator Cl eare, an act

inrelation to requiring the Enpire State
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Devel opnent Corporation, in consultation with the
Department of Agriculture and Markets.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will call the roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this point
we're going to call an inmediate neeting of the
Rules Committee in Room 332, and stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

The Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 12:22 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
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12:56 p. m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
there's a report of the Rules Conmittee at the
desk. Can we take that up, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the followi ng bill:

Senate Print 9036, by
Senat or Krueger, an act naking appropriations for
t he support of governnent.

The bill reports direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the report of the
Rul es Commttee signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,

nay.
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(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
report of the Rules Conmittee is accepted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he suppl enental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
792, Senate Print 9036, by Senator Krueger, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | believe
there's a nessage of necessity and appropriation
at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
a message of necessity and appropriation at the
desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nmessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the nmessage pl ease signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
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nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
nmessage i s accept ed.

The bill is before the house.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
is laid aside.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the supplenental cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On to the
controversi al cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
792, Senate Print 9036, by Senator Krueger, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATOR O MARA: (Standing.) O
O Mara, either one.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: "' m

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2323

sorry. M apol ogies, Senator O Mara.

(I naudi bl e overtal k.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
O Mara, why do you rise?

(I naudi bl e overtal k.)

SENATOR O MARA: -- trust ne.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR O MARA: M. President,
wi |l Senator Krueger yield for a couple of
guestions on this.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Wil
Senat or Krueger yield?

Senat or Krueger Yyields.

SENATOR KRUEGER: I'11 be
Senat or Krueger, yes, thank you.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR O MARA: Ckay. Senator, we
have yet another extender before us here today on
April 11th. So the budget is now officially
10 days late. Wat does this extender do for us
t oday?

SENATOR KRUECGER: Conti nues to make
sure all of the paynents are nade and peopl e get
pai d through April 15th.

So it's pretty much the one we did
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earlier in the week, extending till Monday the
15t h.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: My under st andi ng,
Senat or Krueger, was that the extender we did
earlier this week really covered payrolls through
next Tuesday for next week's payroll. And this
extender really doesn't add anything towards
payrolls, it continues sone prograns that m ght
have ended.

SENATOR KRUECGER: It does cover
payroll for sone specific programs of the state.

So the extender we did earlier in
t he week covered payroll for state workers, and
this ensures continuing pay for an assortnent of
progranms that contract through the state such as
the WC program the Indian Health Program the
Department of Labor for the continuation of U B

benefits, Honel ess Veterans Housing Program and
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some nonpersonnel service paynents as well.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Through you, M. President, if the
Senator will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: And what's the
total of the appropriation in this extender?

SENATOR KRUEGER: One-point-three
billion, to neet payroll costs and allow certain
paynents for, again, a nunber of categories of
prograns, including the Judiciary, the
Legislature -- not us, but the staff -- the
Department of Health Supplenmental Nutrition WC
program as | just said, Departnent of Labor,
Depart ment of Veterans Affairs.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the

Senat or vyi el d?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or, we've
heard a lot of talk in the hallways, at |east,
about table targets being out there. Wat can
you tell us about the status of table targets?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | don't think
there's been any formal announcenent of table
targets at this tine.

| believe that there still is an
intention to have those. obviously nothing is
going as quickly as we all hoped, since it is
April 10th -- is it 11th or 10th?

SENATOR O MARA: 11th

SENATOR KRUECGER: El eventh. It is
April 11th, and we still are not at that point.

SENATCR O MARA: M. President, if
the Senator will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: So without a
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budget being in place by next Tuesday, we wll
have to do anot her extender on Tuesday or on
Monday?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | believe this
only goes through Monday.

SENATCR O MARA: So we'll have to
do an extender on Tuesday? O do it on Monday?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | believe that
woul d be an extender on Monday.

SENATOR O MARA: Ckay, thank you

SENATOR KRUEGER: You' re wel cone.

SENATOR O MARA: On the bill
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
O Mara on the bill.

SENATCR O MARA: Yeah. You know,
here we are, 10 days late, really no further
progress on the budget that anybody is aware
of -- certainly not the public -- since Monday or
Tuesday of this week when we did the | ast
extender. You know, even the -- you know, the
nmedia isn't even calling this a | ate budget at
this point.

You know, back when | renenber that

Republ i cans were part of this equation of
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t hree-nen-in-a-room on April 2nd the budget was
late and the nmedia was raising hell about it.

But now they report it as an
ext ended deadline, so the budget deadline has
been extended.

So based on that, we're now -- and
the budget's still due April 1st, so apparently
we're at March 42nd. And by the tine we get here
next week to do the next extender, we'll be at |
think March 47th, and we'll go on fromthere.

But budget is late. | asked about
tabl e targets because we set up these budget
subcommittees. Those committees have not net
since Day 1 of the budget discussions, after the
one- house budgets came out. The day after, |
bel i eve, they net.

And there's been no further
neetings. The tables, the various subject matter
areas of the budget don't have any targets to
tal k about. They haven't net. It will be
interesting to see whether they ultimtely do
neet, when they do get table targets, and do
anyt hi ng of substance.

So, you know, this is -- this is not

the way we shoul d be running state governnent.
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There certainly should be nore transparency and
openness with the public, with the taxpayers of
New York State on where this budget stands. And
we should be working far nore diligently to get
this job done rather than just extending the
budget deadl i ne.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator O Mara

Senator Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President.

You know, we're late on this budget,
but it's really not because of nunbers. |It's not
because of the finances of the state. It's
because of controversial policy that is included
in this budget, things that we cannot get
agreenent on. | think that's the problem here,
fol ks.

In | ocal governnent, county
government, you do a budget and it's about the
finances of the state, your projections of
revenue and what you're going to spend. That's
what the budget shoul d be about.

And if it were, | suspect we would
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probably have an on-tine budget. Instead, we're
hi di ng controversial policy within the cracks and
crevices of this very |large docunent.

That's why |'mvery proud to support
Senat or Fernandez in Bill 2062, a bipartisan bill
with a lot of support fromny coll eagues here on
this side of the aisle that would renove policy
fromthe budget process and hol d peopl e
accountabl e for nmaking sure the finances are the
first and only concern when we discuss and vote
on a budget.

So I'lIl be supporting this extender
because it's inportant to folks that rely on
t hese finances to be extended. But the bottom
line is there should be no policy in the budget.
And there's a large contingent on both sides of
the aisle that believe that should be the case.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Tedisco on the bill.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,
M. President. On the extender.

M. President, Monday we had a kind

of unique day. It was what they call an eclipse.
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The noon carried right in front of the sun, and
we had total darkness.

Now, | never thought -- because they
said it would take 24 years to have the second
eclipse, | never thought we'd see the second
eclipse so soon. Because it's happening right
here on the New York State budget right now --
total darkness. Ten days late. You'll be
15 days late. You were over 30 days |ate |ast
year.

| want to give you a nmessage from ny
constituents. They don't want extenders. And
the last thing they want to hear, and we'll be
ready for it shortly -- and if | had a quarter
for every tinme | heard that fromyour side of the
aisle -- it's better to have a good | ate budget
than a bad on-tinme budget.

Well, I'l'l give you the nessage from
my constituents. They don't want a good |l ate
budget. The Constitution says April 1st is a
mandate. It's a law. And | know M. Heastie
said that penalties don't help us, penalties for
laws. And we can legalize all crinmes and have no
data on crinmes. Just legalize it. Stop signs,

go through them Red lights, go through. But
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peopl e stop for signs and red |ights because
there's penalties.

But there doesn't seemto be any
penalty for what's taking place here. First tine
in 40 years.

So ny constituents want to say to
you, nobody in the 44th Senatorial District,
nobody -- | really believe this -- goes to work,
sits there, has a deadline for arguably doing the
nost inmportant job they' re expected to do when
they were hired, expects to get paid on that day,
| et al one have a job the next day.

But the eclipse tells us today, so
if you want the best view, if you're |listening
here, the media or ny constituents, cone here,
because the eclipse is happening over and over,
total darkness on a budget process that we're
mandat ed to acconplish, by the New York State
Constitution, April 1st.

Yeah, it's way past that now. It
was way past that last year. And unfortunately,
this is an inportant extender because we have to
pay people. But the only reason why we have to
vote for this nowis because non-for-profits and

our workers are not going to get paid.
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But our constituents don't want
extender after extender. What they want is an
on-tinme, bal anced budget. The Senate's in
control by you, the Assenbly's in control by your
affiliation, and the Governor. Nobody else to
bl anme but you. Can't point to this side anynore.
It's you.

And pl ease, you can say it's better
to have a | ate budget, but they want an on-tine
budget and they want it balanced. And that's
your obligation.

And | know we were bl am ng each
ot her for many years. You had two parts; we had
one. W had two parts, you had your -- yeah,
there's no tinme to blame anybody now. The
constituents don't want blane, they want to get
it done.

So let's get it done by next week,
when we conme back. Let's work right through, get
it all set to go just like ny constituents are
goi ng to worKk.

So on that, I'lIl have to support
this because we have to pay our bills. But we
don't need another eclipse. W already had one;

it was exciting. Let's just do our budget.
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Let's just do our job.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, the debate

i s closed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
we've agreed to restore this bill to the

noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
is restored to the noncontroversial cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 11. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Krueger to explain her vote.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
col | eagues. | hear the frustration in the room
| think everybody is suffering from sone

frustrati on.
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| don't agree with ny dear friend
Jim Tedi sco. | never hear froma constituent
they're worried about a | ate budget. They do
want a good budget. | want a good budget. W
all want a good budget. W m ght have different
interpretations of that.

But as long as we are payi ng our
bills, we are assuring people that the governnment
of New York State continues to operate, there is
no interference in any issue or work that needs
to be done -- | actually think our constituents
probably are tal king to us about specific issues
in the budget that they hope are in the final
budget, or they hope are not in. And | think
that's exactly what we are trying to do.

It's an interesting question. Can
you do a budget conpletely pure of policy? You
probably can't.

But to address another issue raised
here, | also agree there's too nuch policy in
this budget. W actually have worked to try to
remove any nunber of issues that we don't think
shoul d be in the budget because (A) they don't
have a budget inpact and (B) they get short

shrift when they are done in the mddle of
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10 major bills filled with noney issues.

So | do agree with those who think
that there's too nuch policy in this budget.
will have to take a |look at the bill to see
whet her | coul d support a bill that had no policy
init, at least as it was descri bed.

And as far as we're not having
events and we're not having a lot of public
di scussion, you know, |'ve been here twenty --
this will be, | guess, the 23rd session.

Nobody' s ever done the budget in public
di scussions. And |I've heard it said over and
over again, it doesn't work that way.

| don't know, sincerely, whether
there's any | egislative body or executive process
in any state where the budget negotiations are
done in public. | just don't think that |I'm
going to see this town do it this year.

And so we are in the process we are
in. W are trying to get the best budget we can
out of it. And | amstill hopeful, frankly, that
next week m ght be the right week for this. But
it mght not be.

So thank you very nuch. | vote yes,

and | urge everyone to vote yes. Because

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2337

what ever your frustrations and opi ni ons about the
process and what's there and what's not in there,
| think what our constituents do want to see from
us today is a guarantee that state government
will continue and that people will get paid, and
that that is the biggest question we m ght face
if we don't vote yes on this today.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Krueger to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's suppl enental cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until Mnday, April 15th, at 3:00 p.m,
i nterveni ng days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: On

notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
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April 15th,

at 3:00 p.m, with the intervening

days being | egislative days.

adj our ned.)

(Whereupon, at 1:12 p.m, the Senate
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