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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Chapl ai n
Maj or David Reyes, of the 2nd Regi ment of the
United States Corps of Cadets, will deliver
today's invocati on.

Chapl ai n Maj or.

CHAPLAI N MAJOR REYES: Pl ease join
nme in prayer.

O God our Father, searcher of human
hearts, | conme before You today to give thanks
for this Senate and its relationship with the
United States MIlitary Acadeny.

May Your bl essing rest on both
institutions as sources for w se governance and
produci ng | eaders of character. May they both
exenplify the exhortation in Col ossi ans,

Chapter 3, which remnds us to set our mnds on
t hi ngs above -- or, in other words, to pursue

that which is Excel sior.
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Al of which I ask in the nanme of
the Great Friend and Master of all.

Amen.

(Response of "Amen.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
April 8, 2024, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday, April 7,
2024, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Addabbo
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Agriculture, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 6947A and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
6796A, Third Readi ng Cal endar 749.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: So
or der ed.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

Good norning. Let's begin --
because we have our special guests here today,
let's take up previously adopted Resol ution 1972,
by Senator Skoufis. Let's read that resolution's
title and recogni ze Leader Stewart-Cousins on
t hat resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
1972, by Senator Skoufis, nenorializing
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimApril 9, 2024,
as West Point Day in New York State.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Leader
Andrea Stewart-Cousins on the resolution.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so much, M. President.

And | amso proud to rise today and

to acknowl edge the presence of West Point's
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cadets, its | eadership.

Thank you, Major Reyes, for your
beauti ful prayer, what you tal ked about is what
we aspire to on a day-to-day basis -- w sdom and
| eadership and the ability to really continue to
nove not only the state forward but to serve as a
beacon of light for our nation and beyond.

And that's why this day is so
important. It's our 72nd annual recognition of
West Point. And the relationship, as has been
stated, is strong between the mlitary and the
Legi sl ature.

| also want to say to you that |ast
week we honored Korean veterans. W honored, the
week before, Vietnamveterans. W as a body
believe that it is so inportant to honor the
her oes of our past, but we also know it is
i nportant to honor the heroes of our present and
future. And that's where you cone in.

My wonderful colleagues wll talk
about the influence of George Washi ngton, of the
wonder ful deeds of Ei senhower and Patton. And |
do want to recogni ze Senator Scarcel | a- Spanton
who heads our Veterans Commttee, as well as

Senat or Skoufis, who will also tal k about the
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i nportance that West Point is in the district.
And you' Il hear from many of us today.

But I want to say that when we see
you, we know that the future is in great hands.
We know, as we | ook at the conflicts all over the
worl d, and conflicts right here, when we have a
menber, our Senator Wl czyk, who was called up to
active duty, that |eadership, real |eadership is
required.

We can all raise our hands. But
when we get to that battlefield, when we get to
that place of conflict, when we get to that fork
in the road where decisions are required, we need
| eaders. W need |leaders with integrity. W

need | eaders of courage. W need | eaders who are

unequi vocal . And we need | eaders who are
fearl ess.

The fact that you as cadets -- and
frankly, 1've got to tell you, an amazing
reflection of our state in its diversity -- but

you as cadets know what it is in sone way that
you wi Il be facing.

Nobody actually knows; | nean, if
you ask any Senator, none of us actually knew

what the Senate was really going to present. But
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what we knew is that it was going to be an
opportunity to serve. W're not inthe mlitary.
We're not being called to face unknown conflicts.
We're not being called to put our lives on the
line. You all are. Which neans that you are
fearl ess. And when you are fearless, you can do
anyt hi ng.

And your presence here, because we
know that you are fearless, inspires us. Wich
is why, every year, we |look forward to this
day -- to applaud you, to thank you, to take
pictures with you, to congratulate you, to feed
you, to pray with you. Because we are inspired
by you.

So yes, Excelsior. Yes, onward and
upward. But yes, know that this |egislative body
and the entire State of New York enbraces you and
knows that our future, our future of denocracy
and freedom and fearl essness, courage and
integrity, are in very, very good hands.

Thank you so much, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Madam Leader.

Senat or Skoufis on the resolution.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you very
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much, M. President.

And | certainly want to wel cone in
t he warmest possible ternms our cadets, our
officers, all of our esteenmed guests. And it's a
testament to your inportance and the admration
that we all have that am dst ongoing -- now, we
woul d have preferred, certainly, to be done with

t he budget by now. But am dst ongoi ng budget

negoti ations -- over $200 billion, the
second-| argest state budget in the country -- we
are breaking fromthat to honor you all. And

rightfully so. Sonething we do every year.

And the Majority Leader's words are
deeply felt. And I'mgrateful for all of our
bei ng able to honor you today.

And so on the resol ution,

M. President, it's ny great honor and privil ege
to rise today as the Senator fromthe

42nd District, hone to the United States
Mlitary Acadeny, on this 72nd anni versary of
West Point Day, a cherished tradition we have
here in the halls of our capital and a norning of
great pride to both all of nmy current coll eagues
as well as our past Senators over that tine,

i ncl udi ng ny predecessor, Senator and
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Col onel Bill Larkin.

The vision of West Point bel onged to
Presi dent George Washington -- the Majority
Leader's prediction was correct, we'd be talking
about CGeorge Washington a little bit today. It
was his vision. He sought to establish an
institution devoted to the devel opnent of
Arny officers and engi neers at that tine.

The Acadeny's | ocation along the
Hudson River, as we all know, had strategic
i nportance, a fact realized by both the Americans
and the British during the revol ution.

Despite attenpts -- including the
famous one by Benedict Arnold, and his
betrayal -- West Point was never captured by the
British and is today the ol dest continuously
occupi ed Regular Arny post in the United States.

The Acadeny's | ong and unbroken
record as an Anerican synbol of fidelity is
captured in both the pride we take in its history
and the hope we derive as we | ook to the future
at the | eaders and defenders of Anerican
denocracy who are trained in its halls every day,
some of whom sit anmpbngst us now.

It's inpossible to wal k the halls of
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that institution without feeling the presence of
the past. | feel it whenever | nyself visit or
see it there perched atop the west bank of the
Hudson Ri ver.

Yes, it is a garrison. But nore
than that, it is a beacon to the very val ues
enbl azoned in the school's coat of arms: Duty,
Honor, Country. A remnder to all who will seek
it of the work and sacrifice of those nmen and
wonen who built this country and threw their | ot
in on the great denocratic experinent.

Wiile the weight of this history
m ght be intimdating to sone, | also know that
there is so much left to be witten of the
American story, and it will be witten by the
future | eaders who sit with us today.

Denocracy is a perpetual process
rather than a one-tinme achievenent. It is
sonmet hing that we nust continue to earn
persisting as our predecessors persisted, facing
chall enges with the grit and determ nation that
forged this country and our audaci ous system of
gover nnent .

What's needed to do this is the kind

of spirit that pushes one to the edge of our
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capabilities and then sonme nore. This is not

somet hi ng nost endure. But the cadets who sit
here today have this quality enbedded in their
DNA, and it's what brought themto West Point.

To our cadets. By pursuing your
education in the Acadeny's hallowed halls and
your acconpanying conmmtnent to protect our
nation and the republic we hold so dear, you've
beconme part of West Point's history. Wat lies
after is a chapter that is yet to be witten for
our nation, one whose outcone your actions and
your choices will help determ ne.

My col |l eagues and | are honored that
you have joined us today. W are hunbl ed by your
determ nation and your willingness to serve,
defendi ng, protecting and uplifting our nation
wi th your dedicati on.

Thank you for the opportunity,

M. President. And of course, |ast but not
| east: Go Arny, beat Navy!

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Skoufis.

Mnority Leader Ortt on the

resol uti on.
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SENATOR ORTT: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise to | think obviously echo the
comments made by ny coll eagues. | want to thank
Maj ority Leader Cousins for her coments;
certainly the sponsor for bringing this
resol uti on today.

West Point is a unique place because
it of course really belongs to all of us, every
Ameri can who pl edges all egiance to that fl ag.

The Acadeny at West Point produces not just
soldiers, not just veterans. |t produces the
future | eaders of Anerica. It produces the
future | eaders of the United States Arny.

Specifically, yes, it was the vision
of our first president, George Washi ngton, who
not only saw the need for a professional mlitary
acadeny, but obviously saw the strategic vantage
point, the strategic benefit of Wst Point. But
of course it was founded and ultimately brought
into reality by our third president,

Thomas Jefferson

And it was brought into being to

create the | eadership, the professional

| eadership of the United States Arny
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specifically, and in sone ways, by extension, the
United States mlitary.

| think it's great and very hunbling
for us to have you here today. But | think it's
i mportant that you' re here because there's an
i mportant role between the mlitary and the
el ected governnent in a republic, in the United
States of Anerica

W have a civilian-led mlitary. 1In
spite of all the experience, certainly, of our
Joint Chiefs of Staff, generals in the Arny,
generals in other branches -- in spite of that,
it isacivilian-led mlitary. CQur
Commander-in-Chief is the President of the
United States, and ultimtely decisions regarding
war, funding, you know, where we're going to put
i nvestment in future weapons systens, where we're
going to -- where you may find yoursel ves, those
are all decisions that are ultimately nade by
people that sit in chairs Iike us.

And so it is hunbling to know t hat
this generation continues to produce Anmericans
who willingly serve. You're born into, or you
live in, the wealthiest country in the world,

where there are options in front of all of you,
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certainly. You can be what you want to be. You
can do what you want to do. And yet you're
choosing to serve this country. You're choosing
to potentially, some of you, put yourselves
directly in harm s way.

And for that, we commend you. | am
al wvays in awe of young Americans. Conbat is a
young person's endeavor. | don't want to say
young person's gane, because it's certainly not a
game. But it is a young person's exerci se.
Havi ng been there in conbat at the ripe old age
of 29, | can tell you |l was an old man in a | ot
of ways over in Afghanistan. It is a young
person's endeavor.

And to have young people like
your sel ves, who al ready know, who al ready
under st and, who believe that there is sonething
bi gger than all of you, who believe that you have
all these freedons and opportunities because
ot her peopl e canme before you and sacrificed and
fought to nake them so -- and those need to be
protected and saf eguarded into the future.

Every generation needs to do its
part to defend liberty. Every generation needs

to do its part to defend our way of life, our
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val ues, and our interests, be they here at hone
or abroad. And so | conmend you for that.

But | would al so say, you -- you're
all leaders. You're all aspiring |eaders, |'lI
put it that way. You're |eaders-in-training
right now. You're getting a crash course in
| eadership. | will tell you that you will find
out, as you go off into the world -- maybe not
always in the mlitary, but certainly in the
civilian world, |eadership is a lost art.
There's not enough people who actually know how
to lead. Everybody wants to lead, or at |east a
| ot of people want to | ead. But how to | ead.
And of course to |ead, you need to be able,
first, to serve

And that's what you're doing. And
that's what you're being trained, to | ead under
fire, to |lead when things are not going well.

But you al so deserve | eaders. You deserve

| eaders on the el ected side, be they in

Washi ngton, D.C., or at the statehouses, who
under st and what you're doi ng and who make
decisions in the best interest of each and every
one of you.

Leaders who do not waste your
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talents, who do not waste your service, who do
not waste your sacrifice. Leaders who understand
t he i mpact of our decisions upon all of you and
your famli es.

You deserve that fromus. You
deserve | eaders who get that, who get our part in
t hat arrangenent that we have that | tal ked
about, the civilian-mlitary arrangenent in this
country that is unique. It is unique in Anerica,
and it is inmportant that we continue to protect
it. But we need | eaders on both sides of that
equati on who have the sanme goal s and have the
same understandi ng, both of history and where the
worl d is going.

And | hope, | hope that we continue
to have those | eaders on the civilian side as
well as the mlitary side.

At this tine | want to ask Jake
Wesl ey, on your feet.

So | do not have a constituent here
today who is a cadet. 1In fact, |'ve been here
for 10 years and |'ve never, fromthe
62nd District -- in spite all the best parts of
it, we've never had a cadet from West Point here

on West Poi nt Day.
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However, as was nenti oned,
Senat or Mark Wal czyk fromthe North Country --
Senat or Walczyk is currently deployed. He is a
menber of the New York Arny National Guard, and
he is deployed at this tine. And as a result, he
is not with his wife and his children, and he is
not here doing the business that he was el ected
to do. Because his service not only extends to
this room but it extends to the mlitary, to the
New Yor k National Guard.

However, Jake Wesley is his
constituent, and he is here. | want to read a
little bit about Jake. Jake is -- his intended
branch is Signal. He is in Delta-1 Conpany. H's
major is mlitary history. And he belongs to the
Hunting Club and to conpany athletics. |In fact,
he al ready has an associate's degree. And he
would Iike to return, possibly, to the U S.
Mlitary Acadeny at West Point to teach mlitary
history in the future.

Jake, it is great to have you with
us, along with the rest of you cadets. | only
wi sh Senator Wal czyk was here to recogni ze you
But I am honored to be able to recognize you, on

behal f of him And | thank you for your
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willingness to serve.

| thank all of ny colleagues for
supporting this resolution -- Jake, you can sit
down now, |'msorry.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR ORTT: But, M. President,

| want to thank all my coll eagues for supporting

this resolution. | want to thank the cadets who
are here for your willingness to serve this
country, for your willingness to be | eaders for

this country, not only in the US. Arny, but
we're going to ask you to be | eaders for the rest
of your lives in whatever endeavor you choose.

And | look forward to the fact that
this generation is producing such fine young nen
and wormen who are here with us today.

M. President, thank you for your
i ndul gence.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Ott.

It is now ny honor to introduce
Li eutenant General Steven W Gl and, the
61st Superintendent of the United States
Mlitary Acadeny at West Point.

Li eut enant General .
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VWEST PO NT SUPERI NTENDENT G LLAND:
Thank you, sir, | appreciate it.

(Standi ng ovation.)

VEST PO NT SUPERI NTENDENT G LLAND:
Good norning. Good norning. You are all too
ki nd.

Leader Stewart-Cousins, Leader Ott,
menbers of this distinguished Senate, good
nor ni ng and thank you so very nuch for having us
here today.

And on behal f of our anmazing team at
the United States MIlitary Acadeny, we thank you
for this recognition and the many ki nd words that
have been stated today. It is an absol ute honor
for us to be here with you.

Leader Stewart-Cousins, ma'am thank
you for the opportunity to address this chanber.

Senat or Skoufis, sir, thank you for
t he opportunity today to conme up here and for
your hosting us.

And to Senator Scarcell a-Spanton,
ma' am thank you for you and your conmttee, for
all you do for our veterans and our
servi cenenbers in this great state.

| am joined today by our
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First Captain, Martayn Van de Wall, who sits down
here to ny left, and these 13 cadets,
representing the 274 men and wonen of the

United States Corps of Cadets, who hail fromall
corners of the Enpire State -- fromBrewster to
Buf fal o, fromthe boroughs of New York City to
the towns and ham ets of the Adirondacks. One
thing they all have in common is their desire to
be of service to their nation as |eaders of
character.

This year nmarks the 80th anni versary
of Operation Overlord, better known in history as
D-Day. 1In the early norning hours of June 6,
1944, Anerican and allied paratroopers | anded on
t he beaches of Normandy, France, followed by tens
of thousands nore troops in what woul d becone the
| ar gest anphi bi ous assault in history.

It was a pivotal day -- to sone
hi storians, referred to as the begi nning of the
end of World War |1 -- a day where devotion to
duty and skill in battle were in no short supply.

Sonme 73,000 Anmerican troops were
anong the 156, 000-strong Allied forces that woul d
stormthose beaches in northern France, to

i nclude many fromthe great New York State.
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West Point graduates |ike Brookl yn-born
General Junpin' Jim Gavin; Carke Fales, from
Ni agara County; and Frank Col acicco, of Uica --
fighting al ongsi de nmany others, |ike
Bi nghanton native Frank Lillyman, the first
Allied paratrooper to land in France, and
1st Sergeant Ed Sowa, from Goshen, who gave the
| ast full measure of devotion that day as a
menber of Rudder's Rangers at Pointe du Hac.

Devoted to duty, skilled in battle,
her oes who hel ped | i berate Europe and end a war.
And while that battle raged on, on the other side
of the Atlantic another group of New York
natives -- about 37 in all -- stood in formation
on the Plain of West Point with nmore than 400 of
their classmates, preparing to receive their
di pl onmas, graduate, and commi ssion as Arny
officers -- a year early, to neet the demands of
the war. All of them keenly aware of the events
taking place half a world away. Al of them
knowi ng they woul d soon join the fight. And al
of them | am sure, wondering what duty would
demand of them

So as we reflect on the events of

ei ght decades ago, we think of those who fought
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on D-Day, particularly the sons of the
Enpire State. W think of those who |aid down
their lives for the cause of freedom and we
think of the countless New Yorkers in the years
before and the years since who donned the cloth
of our nation to serve, as soldiers or citizen
soldiers of the National Guard or the
Arny Reserve

And of course we think of our Arny
veterans and retirees, our soldiers for life, who
continue to serve in various ways beyond the
Arny. And we think of the next generation,
represented by these 13 outstandi ng young nen and
wonen assenbl ed here today, who will soon assune
the mantl e of service and | eadership as Arny
officers, prepared to carry on the | egacy of
excel | ence set by those who have cone before
them Leaders of character bound by a conmon
devotion to duty, a commtnment to honor and a
desire to selflessly serve their country.

Qur mission at the United States
Mlitary Acadeny is to devel op those | eaders of
character for our Army and our nation, |eaders
prepared to support and defend the Constitution

and to serve and protect the United States of
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America. That's what we owe you, the citizens of
our nation.

That m ssion would not be possible
wi t hout the trenendous support of our state
| eaders here in Al bany, as well as from our
nei ghbors throughout New York, Orange County, and
t he Hudson Val |l ey region.

So on behal f of the West Point
comunity, we greatly appreciate that support.

At West Point we say it takes village to devel op
| eaders. And we are honored to be part of your
vi | | age.

Li kewi se, as good nei ghbors, we
wel come the opportunities to be a part of your
village, so to speak, to connect and build
rel ati onships, both locally and statewide, to
wor k together to enhance the | eader devel opnent
experience and benefit our communities.

W' re honored to be here, and we are
proud to be part of New York's |egacy of service.
Thank you for honoring West Point and our cadets
today. On behalf of the United States Arny, we
t hank you for your continued help and support in
inspiring a renewed call to service in our young

people, to help themsee the Arny as a life
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accel erator and a place where they can be al
t hey can be.

Thank you for your continued
support. And Go, Arny!

(Cheers, appl ause.)

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:

Li eut enant General, thank you for your speech and
your service.

Senat or Scar cel | a- Spanton on the
resol ution.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, M. President.

And t hank you, Lieutenant General,
for your very inspiring words this afternoon.

Especially thank you to
Senat or Skoufis, for all the work you have done
to ensure that our State Senate recognizes the
historic institution of Wst Point.

This prestigious institution has
produced a long line of mlitary officers who
have served our nation with distinction and
honor. But West Point is nore than just a
training ground for future | eaders of the U S.

Arny. It is an institution that instills inits
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cadets a deep sense of duty, honor and country.

It is ny privilege to recognize one
of West Point's nobst outstanding individuals from
my district who is with us today, Cadet divia
Raykhman.

Aivia's determnation to serve her
country stenms fromher famly's experiences in
the Soviet Union. |Inspired by her parents
harrowi ng escape fromlife-threatening
antisemtismin the Soviet Union and their
journey to establish a newlife here in the
United States, Aivia has been driven to pursue a
pat h of service.

Wthin the corps, Oivia fulfills
the role of squad | eader in Conpany H 3, and she
is slated to assunme the position of sumrer |eader
as an experienced platoon |eader this upcom ng
sunmmer .

Aivia has founded and | eads the
cadet anbassador program holds the role of
assi stance cadet in charge of terrorism studies,
serves as viewpoint at the Jew sh chapel, and
hol ds the esteened position of senior fellow at
t he Mounger Witing Center.

Motivated by the threat of
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internet-enabled terrorism she aspires to serve
as an Arny cyber officer after graduation.

Aivia and her fellow peers at Wst Point
represent sonme of the nost tal ented and dedi cated
i ndi vidual s our nation has to offer. They cone
fromall corners of the country to New York
State, united by a shared cormmtnment to serving
their country and protecting our freedons.

As we recogni ze West Point Day, |et
us al so recogni ze the sacrifices that cadets nmake
to attend this prestigious university. Each
cadet has answered a call to service and
willingly commtted to risking their lives to
defend our liberties, a decision many woul d not
make.

Thank you so rmuch to all the cadets
for joining us today, and especially Qivia, a
proud Manhattan Beach resident and current
West Point cadet. W are all incredibly proud of
you and we're happy to have you cel ebrating here
in the Capitol today.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Scarcell a-Spanton.

Senat or Skoufi s.
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SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thanks very nuch
again, M. President.

| rise because | have the distinct
privilege of welcom ng and introduci ng sonme of
our West Point | eaders who are here, the
| eadership team as well as sonme of the support
per sonnel .

First and forenost, who we just
heard from Lieutenant General Steven W G || and,
the 61st Superintendent at West Point, who is a
phenonenal | eader not only for the Acadeny but
also a trusted partner in the broader comunity.

Wth himis Colonel Terrence M
Kel l ey, director of public affairs and
communi cati ons. Wl cone.

Li eut enant Col onel Ashley Ritchey,
executive officer.

Maj or Andrew S. Rodriguez, aide to
t he Superi ntendent.

Al so acconpanyi ng the Superi ntendent
is Staff Sergeant German Moral es.

Mentioned before, and I'Il nention
agai n, Cadet Martayn Van de Wall, First Captain
wi thin the Corps of Cadets.

Then our support personnel who are
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here: Major David Reyes, the chaplain, who
opened up today's session. Thank you for your
wor ds before.

M. Jim Fox, USMA Public Affairs
O fice, conmmunity engagenent.

M. Matthew Hintz, USMA public
affairs office, community engagenent. And
special thanks to himfor being a point person on
coordi nating today's events.

And M. Jorge Garcia, USMA Public
Affairs O fice, command information, who's
hel ping with sonme of the nedia from Wst Point
t oday.

And | ast but not |east, just a few
t hanks. First and forenost, to our
Majority Leader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for
al ways nmaki ng today possible and the tine
possi bl e for today am dst a very busy tine of
year.

Senat or and Chair Jessica
Scarcel | a- Spanton, who we just heard from

The entire floor team as well as
Jordi ne Jones and the Senate Services Team Shane
Jones, Senate Events Team certainly Al e Paulino,

Secretary of the Senate.
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And | ast but certainly not |east, ny
entire staff, and particularly N cole C arke.
There's a ot that goes into today's events, and
| want to thank everyone who hel ped put this on,
and certainly wel come everyone who's here from
West Poi nt .

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Skoufis.

Senat or Pal unbo on the resol ution.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,

M. President.

| rise today to speak on the
resolution, to thank the superintendent, all the
senior officers, and of course our cadets, all of
you as a whole, for your trenendous service to
our communities, this great state, and of course
this great nation

And |'ve had, | think, in ny
11 years in the Legislature, |I've only had one
cadet. And today | have two, from both ends of
Senate District 1.

|"mgoing to start with Cadet
Ednundo Porras. Edmundo, please rise.

Ednundo's from Coram He's assi gned
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to Conmpany B-4. He intends to branch out into
the Air Defense Artillery. He's studying
ki nesiology. H's clubs and sports are conbatives
and paint ball. He's air assault qualified. So
he of course chooses to junp out of perfectly
wel | -working helicopters. W appreciate that.
And he was inspired to serve because his father's
service in the Arny was as an enlisted sol dier,
and this is his opportunity to give back to this
country.

Upon graduating from West Poi nt,
Ednundo pl ans on attendi ng Bayl or Physi cal
Therapy Program and until then he plans on
serving in the Air Defense Artillery Corps and
travel ing.

So, Edmundo, thank you so much for
your service. And welcone, ny friend.

| al so have Cadet Cl are Gabriele,
who's a team | eader. Care, please rise.
Clare's from Sout hanpt on, New York, on the other
end of the district, the eastern end. She's
assigned to Conpany Bravo-1. She intends to
branch into the Medical Service Corps. She's
studying |l aw and | egal studies. So we always

need nore lawers -- I"'mone nyself, Care. So
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keep up the good work.

She participates in conpany
athletics. She plans on attending air assault
this sumer, so she too wants to junp out of
perfectly good-working helicopters.

Her father is a grad of Wst Point,
1988. And her brother, as well, graduated | ast
year. |s that correct, Care? So this is a long
famly |l egacy of service. Both of her parents
serve the conmunity in the field of
| aw enforcenent. And she's grateful for the
opportunity, of course, to give back

And when she graduates from
West Point, she plans to branch into the
Medi cal Service Corps and hopes to be able to
travel to interesting places throughout her tine
in the Arny.

So Care, thank you as well for your
service. |It's great to have you here.

And, M. President, to all of our
ot her cadets and nmenbers here from West Point, we
just thank you profusely. Wthout being too
repetitive -- but it bears repeating -- wthout
you, | can't stand here on this floor and say,

wi thin reason, just about whatever | want to say.
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(Laughter.)

SENATOR PALUVMBO So this country
is what it is because of our mlitary.

So thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Pal unbo.

Senat or Stavi sky on the resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,

M. President.

And thank you to all those who have
been nenti oned.

|"m delighted to wel conme a
constituent, Cadet Chen, Tracy Chen. She has a
twin sister who's in the corps. She's attending
cl asses today. So that nust be a renarkabl e
famly for parents who canme to this country, who
instilled in their children the idea of service,
of patriotism of |ove of country.

And the -- we're really honoring the
two Chen sisters for their commtnent to service,
their conmitnent to hel ping others. And Tracy
hopes to join the Air Corps and becone a pilot.

So to all of the cadets, you are
receiving a wonderful education. And | say that

as chairperson of the Senate Comm ttee on
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Hi gher Education. However, we have no
jurisdiction over you.

So the federal government has to
continue to provide the funds to make the
West Point cadets and the other service academ es
continue the excellence that we have here in
New York State in our higher education system

And again, we welcone you and we
t hank you -- not for what you've done, but what
you're going to be doing in the future.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Stavisky.

Senat or Rhoads on the resol ution.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

M. President.

You know, |'ve had the honor of
being in this chanber for about 16 nmonths at this
point. And there are plenty of good days here,
but the one date, every time we get the cal endar,
that you sort of circle is the day that we have
t he opportunity to honor West Point and have you
here, in our chanber, to give you thanks for
everyt hing you do for our country.

And it's a great rem nder to every
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one of us to count our blessings. Because every
single -- throughout our history, fromthe Battle
of Lexington and Concord and to dozens of places
across the world today, every generation has
produced nen and woren of courage and character
who have agreed to wear the uniformand serve in
defense of freedom both here at home and across
t he worl d.

And what we have in you today is a
representation of that amazing tradition in this
generation of Americans. Young nen and wonen who
are willing to step forward, not only to serve
our country but to be | eaders of the nost elite
mlitary force that exists in the world today.
And that is what you represent, as being
West Poi nt cadets.

And so it's a trenmendous honor not
only for me, but for all of us, to welcone you
here, to thank you for your passion and your
dedi cati on and your commtnment to our country, to
its founding ideals, and to preserving that for
future generations.

And of course the | eadership at
West Point, thank you for everything that you do,

not only in your own service, but to nold these
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future | eaders as you are displaying incredible
| eadershi p yoursel ves. Thank you

And | want to now -- w th apol ogi es
to Leader Ott, who's apparently had no cadets in
10 years, so I'mtw for two. So |I'mpretty
excited about that. And | want to recogni ze a
cadet frommy honetown in Wantagh, Carly Wel f el
And Carly, if you'll please stand.

Carly is an amazi ng representation
of what it nmeans to serve. And she tal ks about
her passions. She has a passion for engineering,
she has a passion for loving |ife which brought
her to West Point. But she has a passion for
serving her country, which is a passion | think
that is shared by every one of the cadets that is
sitting here today as representatives of the
200- sone- odd cadets that we have over in
West Poi nt .

She's a local runner. She is an
engi neer for the Steel Bridge Conpetition Team
an avid reader. And while away, she frequents
Jones Beach, |'msure, which is right in our
homet own of Want agh, cooks and gardens with
famly.

She is a nmgjor in nechanical
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engi neering, and upon her graduation from

West Point she plans to be an engi neer at

Fort Lewis in Washington. But she also wants to
go on to attend graduate school for engineering
work as a bridge engineer and wants to teach at

t he high school level. And ultinately would | ove
to be a New York State park ranger, which I'm
sure sonme of us in this chanber m ght be able to
hel p her with, no question about it.

But to Carly and to all of our
cadets, thank you. Thank you for being here.
Thank you for rem nding us of our responsibility
in this partnership. As you agree to go and
serve and defend freedom it's our responsibility
in this chanber to take the freedomthat you've
secured for all of us and make sure that we're
pronoting i ssues and causes that keep our
communities safer, that keep our communities nore
prosperous, and that keep our comunities free.

So thank you for rem nding us of our
responsibilities as we cel ebrate you as you
undertake the responsibilities that you've
undert aken as bei ng cadets at West Point.

God bl ess each of you. Thank you
for your service. And God bl ess Anerica.
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| proudly vote aye on this
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Rhoads.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

Among all the well-deserved thanks
and gratitude we've been expressing today were
the | eaders of West Point who have joined us.
But we neglected to recognize Seth G anessi,
who's also with us. He is the conpany tacti cal
of ficer for Conpany A-4. And so we certainly
don't want to | eave any of the brave nmen and
wonen who have joined us today to go
unr ecogni zed.

So thank you, M. G anessi, as well.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator G anaris.

Senat or Tedi sco on the resol ution.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,

M. President.

As we thank and wel cone all of our

cadets and show our appreciation for your service

to this great nation, it's my special honor to
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wel come, fromthe 44th Senate District, Cadet
M cael a Choi, of Burnt Hills.

Cadet Choi is majoring in systens
engi neering at West Point. She is the Oficers
Christian Fell owship Wrship Leader, a nenber of
the Arny Tae Kwon Do Cl ub, and C ub Beyond Young
Li fe Leader.

As a child of two West Point
graduat es, Cadet Choi was able to see firsthand
the type of outstanding individuals the Arny and
especially West Point produces. Cadet Choi wants
not hing nore than to be nore |ike the caring
| eaders of character that her parents were and
are.

This, paired with Cadet Choi's
desire to serve our country in a serious tine of
need, greatly influenced her decision to go to
the US. Mlitary Acadeny at Wst Point.

So we wel cone you. W show our
appreciation. And we thank you for being a part
of the best, the brightest, nobst courageous and
conpassionate fighting force for good in the
whol e world, the nen and wonmen of the
United States Arned Forces.

God bl ess you, and thank you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Weber on the resol ution.

SENATOR WEBER: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank the sponsor for

continuing this great tradition of Wst Point Day

here in the Senate chanber. And thank you to
Leader Cousins for really continuing this great
tradition. It's sonething that |I know ny

col | eagues here have said earlier: |It's one of
t he best days of the session days. So | thank
you for continuing that tradition.

And to all the | eadership at
West Point, thank you, thank you, thank you, for
everything that you do for keeping us, our
nation, safe.

You know, the one thing |I noticed
when speaking to sone of the cadets is not only
how old | feel, but how young they are. And I
think that's a great rem nder for not only
presi dents now, but future presidents. That the
people that go off to war, the soldiers that go
off to war are usually the younger generation,
young kids, as | call them And it should be a

rem nder that, you know, we always need to nmake
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sure that that's in the back of our m nds when
that time calls.

You know, the 38th District in
Rockl and County is |ucky enough to have two
cadets here today. So the first cadet is Ella
St. Louis. Wuld you rise?

Ella is a O arkstown South
graduate -- right? C arkstown South graduate.
She's from Conpany G 3, and she's from New City,
New Yor k.

You know, | got a chance to talk to
her earlier, and she has a brother, right, a
brot her that was a graduate of Wst Point as
well. She's in her freshman year. She's in
Conmpany G- 3. And when she's done, when she
graduates, she wants to go into conputer science.
But before then, she wants to go and be stationed
in Ckinawa, which is exciting.

So congratul ations. And thank you.
Thank you for doi ng what your generation has
al ways done, and that's stepped up and be the
next future leaders in our country. So thank you
for being here today.

The ot her cadet we have here today

is Christina Vozzo. Christina, stand, please?
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Christina's fromValley Cottage,

New York, a graduate of Nyack H gh School. She's
in Conpany F-4. And again, she cones froma line
of West Point graduates. Her father graduated
from West Point in 1974.

And she wants to be a PA get a PA
after she graduates, but also wants to serve and
be stationed in Fort Drum And | know that's
exciting. | know we had Fort Drum Day here
think | ast year sonetinme, and we recogni zed a | ot
of the soldiers and institution there as well.

So, listen, our country is in great
hands with not only yourself, your coll eagues,
but all of the cadets here. W thank you for
your service. W thank you for being the future
| eaders of this country.

And | vote, proudly vote aye on this
resol ution today. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Har ckham on the resol ution.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, M. President.

First | want to thank
Senat or Skoufis for the resolution; the

Majority Leader -- Madam Leader, thank you for
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keeping this tradition alive. The
Mnority Leader, thank you for your comrents
every year as well.

| grew up in -- just a couple of
mles away from Wst Point as a young person.
And so West Point had an outsized influence in ny
life. M father served in conbat in France and
Germany in World War 11, and he was an enli stee.
And he said there was al ways a marked difference
bet ween the officers who are from West Poi nt
versus the other comm ssioned officers who are
not from West Point.

And so, you know, | hope you take
that responsibility with you, that you will be
recogni zed for your |eadership, but also there's
a higher bar for you to live up to.

But growi ng up near West Point as a
yout h, West Point to me was football ganes, it
was t he parade of the cadets, it was the nuseum
it was the history, it was the nonunents. And it
wasn't until later inlife that | got to
appreci ate the | eadership.

And we want to thank all of you who
are charged with shaping | eaders, and those of

you who have chosen this pathway and this life.
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And while | don't have cadets here, | had the
chance to neet Ella and Christina, coincidentally
fromwhere | grew up and where ny grandparents
lived in Rockland County.

And the point | want to nake is that
we are in a very cynical world, a very cynica
political climate. And too often |'ve been to
events where there's sone old grouch, you know,
| amenting the state of youth of today.

You know, shut up. Enough. | |ook
at you and your commtnent to this country, to
our ideals, to our values, and | amreally
confident we're in a good pl ace.

Thank you. God bl ess you.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Harckham

Senator Wi k on the resolution.

SENATOR VEI K: Thank you,

M. President.

| am so grateful to have the guests
that we have here today. Thank you to the
superintendent and the | eadership from West
Poi nt .

West Point is such a respectable,
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honorable institution. And I'd like to say that
point | have a cadet here today who's not the
first that |1've represented. And Long I|sland has
a strong representation in West Point, and we're
very proud of that.

| have the great honor today to
recogni ze Cadet Navroop Singh. Excuse nme, |'m
sorry. Thank you so nuch

Cadet Singh is a mechani cal
engi neering student. He's a nenber of the
Fi nance Club. And Cadet Singh and | got to chat.
He's also a participant in the Ski Patrol, and
that has allowed himthe opportunity to trave
and experience a |lot of new and different
opportunities.

And he was tal king so nuch about
what a great institution West Point is, and what
it serves to really create the opportunities that
wel | -rounded individuals who will becone the
| eaders of our nation have. And so we thank you
for that opportunity to create and to really form
and nold our young generation.

Cadet Singh was inspired by famly
who al so served in the mlitary. He wanted to be

part of something bigger than hinmself and to push
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beyond the Iimts of what you think you can do.
And that's a great thing that he put out there,
because individuals who aspire to be | eaders are
what we need for today.

And having children the sane age, |
have to say |'mso proud of you. As we chatted,
he is a bright, intelligent, articulate
i ndi vidual who is respectful and definitely the
maki ngs of a | eadership for the future. So |
t hank you so much

God bless all of you. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Wi k.

Senator Martins on the resolution.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

M. President.

| too rise to salute the Acadeny, to
thank the | eadership for being here today and to
provi de the gui dance forward for our cadets as we
continue the great tradition of honor, duty and
country that has been the hall mark of the
Mlitary Acadeny for all these years.

M. President, this is one of the
hi ghlights of the year where we actually get to

| ook at the future |eadership of our country and
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of our state and agree, both sides of the aisle,
to a person, that the future indeed | ooks bright.

We have nen and wormen who frankly
coul d have gone anywhere for coll ege, sought al
ki nds of opportunities in the world -- and sought
service as the primary focus for their academc
years, and continued service to country and to
famly and to community as they go forward.

So | rise to salute the institution.
| rise to salute the Senate's conti nued
commtrment to West Point Day and to nmintaining
that relationship between this great institution
and our service acadeny.

| too have the privilege of having
two nenbers and two cadets here today fromthe
7th Senate District in Nassau County on
Long Island. It really is a privilege to have
spent a few nonents speaking to both of them
earlier today.

But the focus of these young adults,
the commtnent to accountability -- | guarantee
you that they don't m ss appointnents.
guarantee that they don't show up late to things.
And | guarantee you if there is sonmething on

their schedule that they have to get done by a
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certain date, they don't mss that date.

M. President, | guarantee you that
our future is indeed bright, and | want to take a
nmonment to highlight the two cadets who are here
frommy district.

First I'd like to ask Cadet Jacob
Crossman if he would stand for a nonent.

Cadet Crossnman is a team | eader as
well. He is in Echo-3 Conpany, and he hails from
Jericho, New York, having attended and graduated
from Jericho Hi gh School

He participates in Future Applied
Systens Team and Society of Anerican mlitary
engi neers. He's also on the conpany soccer and
grappling team So he is a well-rounded
i ndi vi dual, as we woul d expect from anyone who
graduated from Jericho H gh School

He was inspired to serve his country
in part because of some interactions with
Navy SEALS and his work with the Naval Sea Cadet
Cor ps.

He' s passionate about his work in
Future Applied System where he devel ops tactics
and i nplements drones in infantry operations.

M. President, as a young adult he
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sees the opportunity not only to participate but
to excel and to contribute, which is what we
woul d expect from anyone, and takes great pride
in that.

He is the co-cadet in charge of the
Soci ety of American MIlitary Engi neers, where he
connects cadets to | ocal engineering
opportunities. And he's a Stokes Fellow in the
Mounger Witing Center.

Upon graduating from Wst Point, he
wants to continue in service. He w shes to be
assigned to the 11th Cyber Battalion in
Fort Ei senhower in Georgia -- we wi sh you would
stay in New York, but we do adm re your
comrtment to service in this country and
certainly understandi ng where your talents lie --
and hopes to pursue a path in Arny Acquisitions,
where he will devel op the technol ogy that equips
soldiers for future battlefields in the hopes of
keepi ng them safe so that they can conme hone
safely.

We sal ute you, Cadet Crossnan, and
t hank you very nmuch for being here.

M. President, | also have the

privilege of introducing Cadet Daniel Chan.
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Cadet Chan also hails fromthe 7th Senate
District. He' s a graduate of Syosset High
School, and he is a nenber of Foxtrot-1 Conpany.

He intends to pursue | guess service
in the Medical Corps. He hopes to be a doctor,
an orthopedi c surgeon. He has participated in
Premed Society, Donestic Affairs Forum and
tutors as well as participating in the club flag
footbal | program

He's al ways wanted to serve his
country, and so this is just one step along the
way. Cadet Chan is passionate about his service.
He is currently the cadet in charge of CH 101
tutoring and invol ved in research about
bi o- bandages t hrough a cadet-run group

He hopes to be assigned to the
Medi cal Corps and continue his service to the
country. Again, nothing new for a graduate of
Syosset Hi gh School and a great nmenber of our
comunity.

Cadet Chan, thank you very nuch for
bei ng here. Congratulations. And thank you for
your service.

M. President, 1'Il just wap up by

sayi ng we have hope in this great state when we
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| ook at the cadets here, the service that they
have conmitted to, and the | eadership that they
bring. And we | ook at the | eadership here on the
ot her side of the chanber, inspired to provide

t hose cadets with the guidance and structure that
t hey need.

As long as we have a commitment in
our country and in this state to this mlitary
acadeny and to the best and the brightest
continuing to serve, continuing to serve, we
i ndeed have a bright future.

|"m proud to vote aye.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Martins.

Senator Mattera on the resol ution.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you,

M. President.

And thank you to
Leader Stewart-Cousins for this very, very
i mportant resolution. | thank you. This is ny
fourth year, and this is just so, so inportant.

And to thank Lieutenant General
Glland and all officers. W had such a great

conversation before. It was an inspiration to ne
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as being a |l eader. You know, getting into the
apprenticeship program we were having the

di scussion that we had the Helnmets to Hard Hats
programwith the United Association of Plunbers
and Pipefitters.

And | was explaining to the
Li eutenant General that, in other words, the
cadets -- | know they're going through a | ot
right now. And when they do becone veterans,
that I would love, if they wanted to get into the
trades with the Helnets to Hard Hats program we
have that with the building trades. So we're
here.

But this is to all of our cadets,
all the cadets, to say thank you. You are the
elite. You are the elite for the future, to
protect our country fromharm s way.

You know, the commitnment to serve is
unprecedented in all ways. So if we did have any
kind of, God forbid, a conflict, | know you'd be
there to protect all Anmericans.

You know, we have a | ot of |eaders
in this room we have a lot of mlitary people
that 1'mso proud to be in this chanmber with that

are Senators, and how inportant it is. And
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that's where | love to see nore mlitary people
to come into this chanber for the future.

You know, just |ike our |eader
Rob Ortt, Senator Ortt, he is our |eader. There
he is. He's a 1st Lieutenant with the Arny. He
is a Bronze Star recipient. And you know what,
never really talks about it. But it means a |ot
to ne as a | eader for what he has done for our
country.

And |'m hearing the story with our
| eader when those towers went down, he went right
away after college and he went and enlisted for
our country. And | just know what all our
mlitary does for us to protect us fromharms
way. And | amdedicated, and all of us in this
chanber .

So I"'mnot going to continue because
| like to run on. But I'mjust so proud to be
here today. |'m proud of West Point Day. Again
to our Leader Stewart-Cousins, thank you very
nmuch.

So | just want to say God bl ess our
mlitary. God bless all of our cadets. And
especially God bless the United States of
Aneri ca.
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Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ashby on the resol ution.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,

M. President.

Unfortunately | do not have a cadet
here today, but | do want to thank the |eadership
and all that they do each and every day.

And | did want to highlight one
cadet here today who has been nentioned already,
from Senator Stavisky's district, Cadet Chen. W
may know in this chanber that you need a
congressional nomnation in order to go to
West Point, but there is another way to do this.
You can al so apply and go through as an enlisted
menber. And this is what Cadet Chen has done.

And in ny limted tinme in the
United States Arny, | -- | would not be here with
you today, | probably would not be alive wthout
the hel p of enlisted nenbers and NCOCs.

It's a harder way to do it, but the
knowl edge and the | eadership that they display
each and every day benefits our officer corps,
benefits it in a way that I think -- it's not

directly applicable, but you think about what the
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staff provide here? You think about how
influential that can be. Magnify that tinmes 100,
and that's what our enlisted and our NCO corps
does for our officers.

So Cadet Chen, | want to thank you
for your decision to serve twice -- as an
enlisted nmenber, and now in the officer corps --
t hat no doubt will have an incredible benefit on
the United States Arny and the | eadership of our
country in the future.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Ashby.

Senator Breslin to close.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you,

M. President.

As | sit here for a long period of
time, and |'ve served here for many, many years,
| "ve concluded that we | ook at you, and you --
you're looking up to us as Senators. The fact is
that we're intimdated by you.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: We respect you to
a degree that you can't inmgine. You are doing

what many of us dreant about doing, and you are
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achieving goals that many of us failed to
concl ude.

And as | |look at you and chat with
you, I'mso inpressed with the quality of the
continued | eadershi p brought on by our | eaders
from West Poi nt .

And | think about when | was grow ng
up and spending ny freshman year in high school
| had a brother who was a senior in high school,
who was president of his class, and he was |
t hi nk nunber one academ cally, was voted the
out standi ng football player in the area,
basket bal | player and basebal|l player. And where
did he end up? West Point. To the total delight
of ny parents. | did not.

And ny brother ended up staying in
service, being a conpany conmander with the
82nd Airborne in Vietnam Ending up as a
27-year-old major with a nunber of medals com ng
back from Vietnam and then going on to teach
counterinsurgency at the College of the Americas.
Counterinsurgency -- | think that's a warm way of
sayi ng teaching themto be as violent as they're
bei ng violent to us.

But each year | look forward to this
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date because | neet so nmany future | eaders of our
country, and | go home smling. | go hone

sayi ng, Don't believe what you see on the news,
bel i eve what you see with your own eyes. See

t hose | eaders who will make a difference and will
lead this country the way it should be |ed.

And |'m bl essed to be here with you
and your officers to cel ebrate West Poi nt Day.
And in particular, I'"'mhere to finally cel ebrate
sonebody from Al bany, the Gateway to the West,

t he | awmaker, the Enpire State. And that's
Dani el Pol | ydore.

Daniel, wll you stand up?

Daniel is a graduate of Al bany Hi gh
here in Al bany. W visited together a couple of
years back, and | hope we continue to visit in
the future. Daniel wants to be in ordi nance.
He'd like to end up Korea after. But he was
fortunate enough to al ready spend a senester in
France. Which is different than a |ot of the
of ficers who'd renmenber the academic -- the
acadeni cs that you | earned 40 years ago. They
didn't include trips to other countries to study.

And Dani el has done an anmazi ng job

at West Point. You'll continue to do that. I
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| ook forward to having a relationship with you
when you're back in the Al bany area.

And you are a credit to Al bany, the
State of New York, and to our country.

God bl ess each and every one of you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Breslin.

To our incredible, brave,
hope- provi di ng | eaders now and future | eaders,
our guests, | welcone you on behalf of the
Senate. W extend to you all of the privileges
and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Lengt hy standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resol uti on was adopted on March 19t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
et me rem nd our colleagues that there will be a
reception in honor of our guests from Wst Point
at 1:00 p.m And be mndful, it has been
rel ocated fromlast year to the fourth floor of
the Capitol, just upstairs fromthe chanber.

And with that, this resolution is

open for cosponsorship, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There
will be a reception in honor of our guests from
West Point upstairs on the fourth floor at
1: 00 p. m

The resolution is open for
cosponsor shi p.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this point
we're going to continue with notions and
resolutions. But | want to sinmultaneously call
an i medi ate neeting of the Finance Conmittee in
Room 124 of the Capitol.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the Finance
Commttee in Room 124 in the Capitol.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Senator Serrano, | wish to call up Senate Bill
724, recalled fromthe Assenbly, which is now at
t he desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
336, Senate Print 724, by Senator Serrano, an act

to anmend the Environnental Conservati on Law.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will call the roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
amendnents are received.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Movi ng on, |
nove to adopt the Resolution Calendar, with the
exception of Resolution 2211

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Al'l those
in favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar,
with the exception of Resolution 2211, please
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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Resol uti on Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Now | et's take
up Resolution 2211, by Senator Wbb, read its
title and recogni ze Senator Wbb to speak on the
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2211, by
Senat or Webb, conmending Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc., upon the occasion of its
Annual Delta Day at the Capitol in Al bany,

New York, on April 9, 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Webb on the resol ution.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| proudly rise today to support this
resolution proclaimng April 9, 2024, as Annual
Delta Day in the State of New YorKk.

This declaration is a testanent to
our collective recognition and appreciation of
the inmpactful work carried out by Delta Signa
Theta Sorority, Inc., an organi zation that has

been at the forefront of social change,
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education, and comrunity service for over

111 years, of which | ama proud nenber of, and
the first New York State Senator who is a nmenber
of this prestigious organization, along with ny
col | eagues in the Assenbly, Assenbl ynenber
Rodneyse Bi chotte-Hernel yn and of course

Assenbl ynmenber Alicia Hyndman, who's here with us
today in the chanber.

Founded in 1913 by 22 visionary
wonen on the canpus of Howard University,

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., has commtted
itself to pronoting academ c excel |l ence,
provi di ng schol arshi ps, supporting the
underserved, and actively participating in the
establ i shment of positive public policy.

Their relentless dedication to
educating and pronoting participation in our
denocracy and addressing conmunity issues through
t hought ful sol utions has been instrunmental in
fostering social change.

The annual Delta Days, established
by the National Social Action Comm ssion in 1989,
synbol i zes the sorority's proactive engagenent in
t he national public policy-making process. It is

a time when nenbers fromacross this great state
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gather at our State Capitol, underscoring the
significance of collective action and civic
engagenment i n advancing the well-being of our
conmuni ti es.

Wth over 350,000 nenbers worl dw de,
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., inplements its
m ssion through a five-point programmtic thrust
addr essi ng econonm ¢ devel opnent, educati onal
devel opnent, international awareness and
i nvol venent, physical and nental health, and
political awareness and involvenent. The inpact
of these initiatives is a testanment to the power
of unity and dedication in creating sustainable
change.

One of the first public acts of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., was marching in
t he wonen's suffrage march in Washi ngton, D.C.
on March 3, 1913 -- keeping in mnd that this was
during a time of significant racial segregation
and injustice.

The | egacy of the sorority is also
mar ked by di stingui shed | eaders, including
Dor ot hy Hei ght, who was a beacon of civil rights
whose | eadershi p and advocacy have paved t he way

for future generations.
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| amcontinually inspired by the
exanpl es of these dynam c wonen and its countl ess
menbers, including notable New Yorkers like the
|ate great United States Representative Shirley
Chi shol m who was the foundi ng nenber of the
Bl ack, Puerto Rican, Hi spanic and Asi an Caucus;
al so, former New York State Assenbly Deputy
Speaker Earl ene Hooper; fornmer New York State
Assenbl ywoman Annette Robi nson; fornmer New York
St ate Assenbl ywonman Tremai ne Wi ght; and forner
Queens Borough President Helen M Marshal |
These wonen, and countl ess ot hers, have used
their voices and platfornms to advocate for
justice and equality.

Cel ebrating Annual Delta Days at the
Capitol is not only a recognition of the
sorority's past and nost certainly present
achi evements, but also a conmtnent to its future
endeavors. It reaffirms our dedication to the
principles of service, |eadership and advocacy
that Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., enbodies.

This resol uti on acknow edges the
vital role that the sorority plays in fostering
community wel | -being, advocating for social

justice, and enpowering individuals to | ead and
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serve.

And in closing, as a nenber of Delta
Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., I amrem nded of the
strength that is found in our collective efforts
and enduring inpact of our work. Together we
continue to strive towards a nore equitable,
justice and conpassi onate society.

| am profoundly grateful to ny
Senat e col |l eagues for their support of this
resolution. | also want to thank our New York
State Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc., Social
Action Coordi nators Donna and M chelle for your
continued service to Delta and, of course,
New York State.

Madam Presi dent, | proudly vote aye,
and | encourage ny col |l eagues to do the sane.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Webb.

Leader Stewart-Cousins on the
resol ution.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, Madam Presi dent.

And | just want to thank you,

Senat or Webb, for bringing this annual resolution
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forward and certainly for representing the Deltas
so wel .

And | also want to acknow edge ny
friend Assenbl ywoman Hyndman, who also is proudly
representing the Deltas, and send ny regards al so
t o Rodneyse.

But (waving to gallery) you know I
had to do that because | mssed you all this
nmorning. Hey! But | didn't want to m ss saying
hello to you today.

And obviously this is a very speci al
day because it's West Point Day. But, you know,
when we think about service and really appl audi ng
service and sel fl essness, we have to acknow edge
that there are sororities such as the Delta that
have -- Deltas have spent over a hundred years
doi ng service for our comunities.

Senat or Webb tal ked about the
principles that inspire you to do the work. But
| want to stand as sonebody who has had the
opportunity to work with you and to be part of
your constant push towards education and
i nvol venent. You're rem nding people that it is
okay to ask questions about how to get invol ved,

because you set such a high exanple of how this
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happens -- with dignity, with integrity, with
intelligence, and with the eye towards just
maki ng sure that the | egacy of those great wonen
who cane before you are being fulfilled every
day.

In February, | was able to join you
here in the Capitol where there was a huge
synposi um on rmaternal health. The questions that
were asked, the answers that canme forward, the
stories that were told -- our conference room was
converted into a place where hundreds of wonen --
wel |, you know, | don't want to act |ike we broke
any fire rules or anything. Maybe not hundreds.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: But it
felt |ike hundreds of wonen and nmen who were
there taking part in this very, very educati onal
forum about maternal health with top-Ilevel, you
know, experts in the field.

And then in March | was able to join

you, the Westchester Al ummae Chapter -- yay, |
know -- as part of a panel: "Unbossed,
Unbought." And even in that, it's the political

ram fications of your involvenent and how do you

really nake sure that, again, the |legacy and the
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service of the Deltas is transform ng us al
t oday.

And as | told them since the first
act that the Deltas really did officially was to,
you know, work towards wonen's suffrage, that
t hey understand the power of the vote. And that
power is as powerful today as it has ever been,
and it is inmportant today that we renenber it is
because of that power that people |like nme, and
certainly ny coll eagues here, are able to sit
here in service.

So again, welconme to the Capitol for
Del ta Days, and thank you so much for all that
you do.

And t hank you, Senator Wbb, for
bringing this resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Leader Stewart- Cousins.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

You may be wondering, why aml in
this seat.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: Wiy is nmy mc not
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on? Because even the canmera person is not used
to me being in this seat.

But if | gave the Deltas ny back --
my seat is right there -- | would never hear the
end of it.

But you know who al ways has our
back? Delta Signma Theta. Even though they nmay
not tell ne when it's Delta Day and | wear the
wrong col or.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: But those of you
fromm district, you know that's sonething -- if
the AKA is doing sonething, |I"'mwearing red. |If
it's Delta Day, |I'm wearing bl ue.

But the Deltas are incredibly
amazi ng and powerful, not just in ny district but
wel | beyond. Senator Wbb is the first nmenber of
DST to be a Senator. So like the old Apple

commercial said that there's an app for that;

well, there's a Delta for that. |[|f you want a
Senator, there's a Lea for that. |[If you want an
Assenbl ymenber, there's an Alicia for that. |If

you want a Gty Council menber, there's a Lisa for
that. |If you want a nayor, there's a Shawyn for

t hat .
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And if you want a nmenber who is
civically engaged, if you want someone who stands
up for their community, if you want soneone who
gives a damm when it's not just election tine but
every tine, there's a Delta for that.

As you know, | |ike to joke about
it, I like to joke about nme being a nmenber of
WP, W Didn't Pledge, Inc.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: But you shoul d
know t hat the cof ounder of WDP, ny friend Joy
Knight, is now a Delta.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: So | just really
want to thank the nmenbers of Delta Sigma Theta
and all the nenbers of the Divine Nine for all of
the great work that you do in our communities to
uphol d what we do in this chanber. It truly is
an honor and a blessing to be able to work with
you on so many issues of inportance -- naternal
health. You also stand with the fellas as well.
When there's a fatherhood event, the Deltas are
t here.

And | want us to nmake sure that we

understand and appreciate, our sisters, the work
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that you do for us and the work that you do in
all of our comunities throughout -- not just

t hroughout New York State, but through the entire
country and anywhere where a Delta may be.

Thank you, Senator Wbb, for this
resolution, and |I proudly vote aye.

And | thank you, and | apol ogi ze for
throwi ng up the Rockefeller sign when | was in
college. | didn't know any better. | should
have known better.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: | vote aye,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Bail ey.

Senat or May on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | al so want to thank
Senat or Webb for this resolution, and the
Majority Leader for supporting it.

Because | would be | ost w thout the
wi sdom and t he dedi cation and the incredible hard
wor k of my constituent services director,

Tati ana Parker, who | know gets a | ot of her
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energy and her determnation to do the great work
she does for ny district fromher identity as a
Delta soror.

And | have attended a nunber of
Delta events with her and seen where that energy
comes fromand just how rmuch they all do -- she
does in her work, but also outside of her work
for our conmunity. And | couldn't be nore
grat eful.

So thank you, all of you. And thank
you, Senator Wbb, for representing this
wonder f ul organi zati on.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or May.

Senator Conmrie, | neglected to see
you were in a different seat as well.

Senator Conrie on the resolution.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Since Senator Bailey noved, | figure
|"d better honor the Deltas by noving al so.

Thank you, Senator Wbb, for
bringing this yearly resolution for Delta Day.

|"mvery pleased that the Deltas are
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continuing to cone up to Al bany to advocate for
i ssues. They're up here advocating for the
Chil dcare Privacy Act, anong other things.

The Del tas have been such a powerful
group, along with the entire Divine N ne. But
the Delta Sigma Theta -- which | have many Deltas
that are leaders in nmy community, not just
Assenbl ymenber Hyndman, but City Council nenbers
Sel vena Brooks- Powers and Nantasha Wi ans,

City Council menbers that are active Deltas.
have District Leader Roslin Spigner, who's part
of the Social Cub

And, you know, | can say that the
Deltas are a group that are all wonmen that are
focused on maki ng things happen. One of the
bi ggest schol arshi p events that happen in ny
district are through Delta Sigma Theta. They
have yearly heal thcare synposiuns. As the |eader
said, they have opportunities -- |I've worked with
Del tas where they tutored young people in the
basenment of ny office so that they could pass the
SAT exans, that they could |l earn how to do
everything fromhow to present thenselves at a
formal dinner to going on trips.

The Deltas and all of the
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D vine Ni ne have been focused on paying it
forward, giving people opportunities, teaching
peopl e about issues, hel ping young peopl e becone
orientated to the idea of going to college, how
to get there, and how to present thensel ves as
power ful young wonen.

| want to thank the Deltas for
everything that you do to continuously push al
of us elected officials to nake sure that we're
aware of the issues that are critical, that we're
fighting for honeowners that need hel p, that
we' re doing things for young people w thin our
house, and for continuing to be a thorn in our
si des when necessary. You know, we appreciate --
| appreciate everything that you do to nake sure
t hat people are inforned, aware, and gi ven those
opportunities too.

So thank you for being here. Thank
you for continuing to |obby. Thank you for
everything that you're trying to do to make sure
that we pay it forward and nmake sure that our
next generations can be smart, viable people that
we can all be proud of.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
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Senat or Conri e.

Senat or Scar cel | a- Spanton on the
resol ution.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you so rmuch, Madam Presi dent.

And t hank you, Senator Wbb, for
i ntroduci ng Del ta Day.

So | too -- Senator Bailey inspired
nme to nove ny seat over today so that ny back
wasn't faced towards sonme of ny favorite
constituents, including Mchelle Akyenpong up
t here.

But | just wanted to say that the
Deltas are incredibly integral to everything we
do in our district, whether it's a back-to-schoo
event, a community fair, a Healthy Heart Day --
you nane it, they are at the forefront of
everything we do in the community.

And we partner with them on
everyt hing they do, because they do amazi ng work
to make sure our nothers are kept heal thy, our
babi es have what they need, our fathers have what
they need. And | just can't thank you enough.

And |'m honored to represent you and

honored to have ny constituent here up in the
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house, in the gallery.

So thank you so nuch. And
Happy Delta Day, everyone!

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.

Senator Cl eare on the resolution

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to first congratul ate
Senat or Webb on bringing this very inportant
resol ution.

| often talk about, in nmy district,
how we can't do this work al one and we have to
have partners in the community to do this work.
The Deltas have been a great partner to all of us
across this city. [|'ve attended many, many

events that you have put forward, whether it's
heal th, whether it's social justice. Watever it
is, y'all are always there. Education.

And | echo all the words that were
said before, but | want to enphasize and
hi ghlight one thing that's really so inportant to
me. Each of you could have conme out from your
school s and done great things in this world that

hi ghl i ghted yoursel ves. But you all |ooked back,

and you give back. And it's so inportant for
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people to see that, to see you give back. You
don't have to, but you do.

And | thank you for that because it
nmeans so nuch to our younger people. It neans so
much in our communities to see you. And you're
just a wonderful gift. And I'mglad to be here
t oday honoring you.

Thank you. And Happy Delta Day!

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senator C eare.

To our guests, our friends from
Delta who are here for Delta Day, we wel cone you
on behalf of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of the house.

It's my honor to recognize you.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
let me just say | think it's great that our
col | eagues want to be seen by the people they're
recogni zing and i ntroducing, but let nme rem nd
themif they're going to nove their seats, please
let the floor team know so we can nake sure that
t he desk recogni zes the right location for them

This resolution is open for
cosponsorshi p, at the request of Senator Wbb.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify the
desk.

Senator G anaris.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Pl ease
take up the cal endar, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
457, Senate Print 4133A, by Senator Mannion, an
act to anend the H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
536, Senate Print 3302, by Senator Sepulveda, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Sepul veda to explain his vote.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you,

M. President, for allowing ne to express ny
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vot e.

W have a mmj or problemw th sone of
the animals that will be protected under this
pi ece of legislation. W only have about
415,000 African el ephants left in the world. W
have 20,000 African lions left in the wld,
18,000 white rhinos left in the wld,
700, 000 African | eopards, 5,500 black rhinos, and
69,000 giraffes left in the wild. If we don't
protect the species, these animals are going to
di sappear.

And so it's critical that we in
New York State, we have to take the |ead to nmake
sure that individuals that bring, for exanple,
ivory here and sell ivory for about $100, 000,
when it's illegal -- luckily this individual was
convicted of violating the aw. But we need
additional protections to make sure that these
animal s continue to exist during our lifetine.
And if we don't, then I"'mafraid that they're
going to face extinction.

Thank you. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Sepul veda to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Cleare to explain her vote.
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SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank Senator Sepul veda
for bringing this very inportant bill to the
floor.

And it's very fitting that we take
it up after a successful Animal Advocacy Day
yesterday. Africa has been pillaged for
centuries. And even in the year 2024, people
still travel to the continent to hunt
endanger ed species that are considered trophies
by sone.

Thi s sickening practice has no pl ace
in Africa or in New York State, and this bill
wi sely recogni zes that principle by banning the
i nportation, transportation and/or possession of
t hose so-call ed trophies.

This bill is simlar to a ban that
is already on the books with respect to ivory and
rhi noceros horns and is clearly the hunmane,
respectful and conpassionate thing to do. W
have to preserve these endangered species for
future generations to enjoy.

| thank you again,

Senat or Sepul veda, and | proudly vote aye.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Cleare to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 536, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, @Gllivan, Giffo,
Oberacker, O Mara, Ott and Stec.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 7.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
540, Senate Print 6211C, by Senator Martinez, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 540, those Senators voting in the

negative are Senators Lanza, O Mara and Ott.
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Al so Senat or Cberacker.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
590, Senate Print 485B, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
701, Senate Print 3117A, by Senator Mannion, an
act to anend the Wrkers' Conpensation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
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act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
739, Senate Print 253A, by Senator Serrano, an
act to anend the Arts and Cultural Affairs Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Serrano to explain his vote.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you very

much, M. President.
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The arts are transfornmative. They
provi de opportunities for education,
entertainment, and are therapeutic in so many
ways. The arts are also a major econom c engi ne
for our state.

S253 is a bill that requires
New York State, via the New York State Council on
the Arts and Enpire State Devel opnent, to devel op
programmatic criteria and an application process
t hrough which to approve and certify local arts
districts. By applying and bei ng approved to
beconme a cultural district, the nmunicipality
woul d be eligible for state assistance in the
form of technical assistance in applying for
grants, marketing expertise guidelines for state
and ot her resources, increased tourism
opportunities, and other devel opnent
opportunities.

Cultural districts enpower | oca
arts and cultural organi zations to becone
st akehol ders in the devel opnent of our
nei ghbor hoods and wi Il highlight their
conmunities. W see the success of cultural
districts in other states. And New York has the

tools to continue to foster the arts and cul tural

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2299

sector as an econoni c engi ne.

| thank ny col |l eagues for supporting
this legislation. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Serrano to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Cleare to explain her vote.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise -- as a proud nenber of the
Senate Cultural Affairs, Tourism Parks and
Recreation Conmittee -- to explain ny vote.

| want to thank our chair for
advancing this bill and reporting it out.

This bill will establish statew de
guidelines and criteria for the establishnent and
designation of arts and cultural districts.
Certainly many areas of my Senate district,

i ncluding Harl em and East Harlem are rich in
culture, tradition and inpact. Fromthe

mul ti faceted Harl em Renai ssance to the vibrant
arts of El Barrio, | amconfident we will shortly
have a nunber of arts and cultural districts in
our nei ghbor hoods.

| thank you again, and | proudly

vote aye
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Cleare to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President.

| also rise to thank the sponsor for
this | egislation.

| know we're fam liar w th Broadway
as a cultural district, or Harlem But as the
chair of the Cities 2 Cormttee, | also want to
say all of our smaller cities around the state
have vibrant arts and cultural areas that are
very inportant engi nes of econom c devel opnent
and job creation, as well as defining the quality
of life in those comunities.

And so for the sake of our smaller
cities all over the state, | think this is really
important legislation. | hope that our Assenbly
col | eagues will agree this year and pass it as
well, so that we can nove this along. Thank you
for bringing this forward.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
744, Senate Print 142, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
745, Senate Print 761, by Senator Krueger, an act
to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it

asi de.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
746, Senate Print 3431A, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 746, voting in the negative:

Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
747, Senate Print 5325, by Senator Martinez, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
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act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 747, voting in the negative:
Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
748, Senate Print 6365, by Senator H nchey, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
749, Assenbly Print Nunber 6947A, by
Assenbl ynmenber Pretlow, an act to anend the
Agricul ture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |

i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the

readi ng of the noncontroversial cal endar.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Pl ease
recogni ze Senator Cleare for an introduction.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

Cleare for the purposes of an introduction.
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SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
M. President.

Today we are joined in the gallery
by a group fromHarlemthat includes Ms. Taneka
Silva and her nom

Taneka is the founder and owner of
Heaven's Tiny Tots Daycare and Fanmily Learning
Center, which is a famly-run snall business that
serves children fromthe ages of two to five and
provi des a vast array of enriching prograns
tailored to each child' s social, enotional
physi cal and cognitive devel oprent.

Dozens of Heaven's Tiny Tots have
come to Al bany today because there is an illegal
snoke shop that is trying to |ocate right next to
their hone. | think we can all agree that
logically it makes absolutely no sense for a
comunity hub that serves hundreds of children at
their nost formative age to be | ocated right next
to a snoke shop

So we are using this opportunity to
educat e Heaven's Tiny Tots about the |egislative
process in Al bany, and they have conme to add
their faces and voices to the collective cry from

many of our nei ghborhoods to protect them and al
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other simlarly situated childcare providers from
the intrusion by inappropriate institutions that
may have a place sonmewhere in society, but not in
proximty to prekindergarten children.

| hope that we will have an
opportunity to pass legislation soon in this
chanber that protects them

But for now, M. President, please
wel come this conscientious Harl em entrepreneur,
her staff -- our young advocates are here, but
they' re having lunch right now -- and their
famlies with open arns.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator C eare.

To our guests, we wel come you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you all the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease continue to rise and be
recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's take up

the controversial calendar at this tine.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
745, Senate Print 761, by Senator Krueger, an act
to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, |
bel i eve there's an amendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of the anmendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

M. President, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that Senator Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick be
heard on that appeal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick may be heard.

Senat or.
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SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, M. President.

| rise to appeal the ruling of the
chair. The proposed anmendnment is germane to the
bill at hand because this bill protects animls
by changi ng the aggravated animal cruelty statute
to make it easier to prosecute ani nal abusers.
The proposed anmendnent and the bill at hand
affect the sane statute.

While | support this |legislation and
recogni ze the inportance of protecting aninals,
we cannot adequately do so unless we increase
penal ties for those who harm ani mal s, including
repeal i ng the di sastrous cashless bail reform
| aws that have made all New Yorkers, including
our bel oved animals, |ess safe.

We know that horrific crimes agai nst
animals are often a warning sign. And innocent
animals, including our pets, rely on us to
protect them Qur broken bail systemrequires
t hat anyone arrested for harm ng an ani mal --
even those charged with felony aggravated ani nal
cruelty -- be released i Mmedi ately w thout bail.
This includes a person who intentionally engages

in conduct which is intended to cause extrene
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physi cal pain to an animal or intentionally
injures an animal in an especially depraved or
sadi sti c manner.

It is unfathomable that we have a
systemthat allows the offenders who harm our
pets in this way to go back out into their
comunities where they can hurt nore innocent
animals. W continue to see story after story of
i ndi vi dual s being rel eased and rerel eased due to
the state's bail |aws, despite repeatedly and
even violently breaking the | aw

Yest erday was Ani mal Advocacy Day,
and | offer this anendnent to advocate for our
conpani on animals to ensure that someone who
commts the crimes laid out in this |egislation
is not sinply free to do so inmediately after
bei ng processed.

Further, in addition to protecting
animals, my amendnment will protect New Yorkers as
well. One study found that 75 percent of abused
wonen who have a conpani on animal report a
hi story of their conpani on ani mal being
t hreatened or harned by their partner. And
90 percent of the tinme it was done with children

bei ng present and w t nessing the viol ence.
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Study after study has |inked ani mal
abuse with other fornms of violence, especially
donmesti c vi ol ence.

New Yorkers continue to suffer the
consequences of our bail laws, while crimnals
continue to benefit fromthem Judges have been
handcuffed as our |aws prevent themfrom setting
bail unless a crimnal is charged with an of fense
that falls within the limted class of
bail-eligible crimes. And even when a crine is
bail -eligible, judges are not able to consider
t he danger of a person who poses a danger to our
comunities, to our citizens, to our pets when
maki ng a custody deci si on.

We nust change the laws that are
harm ng our comrunities and hurting New Yorkers.
Qur conference will continue prioritizing the
safety of the innocent and vul nerabl e over the
crimnals that victimze them And that includes
i ncreased penalties agai nst those who harm
i nnocent ani mal s.

For these reasons, M. President, |
strongly urge you to reconsider your ruling.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
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you, Senat or.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
we've agreed to restore the bill-in-chief to the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
will be restored to the noncontroversi al
cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 745, voting in the negative:
Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to adjourn
until Thursday, April 11th, at 12:00 p.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Thursday, April 11th, at 12:00 p.m

(Whereupon, at 1:03 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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