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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
April 2, 2024, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, April 1
2024, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Kennedy
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Transportation, Assenbly Bill Nunber 4066B and
substitute it for the identical Senate
Bill 5085C, Third Readi ng Cal endar 459.
Senat or Krueger noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Codes, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 4714 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 8744, Third Readi ng Cal endar 736.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: So
or der ed.
Messages from the Governor.
Reports of standing conmttees.
Reports of select conmmttees.
Communi cations and reports from
state officers.
Motions and resol utions.
Senator G anaris.
SENATCOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.
| nove to adopt the
Resol uti on Cal endar.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Al'l those
in favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar
pl ease signify by saying aye.
(Response of "Aye.")
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Resol uti on Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up previously adopted Resol ution 1974, by
Senator Borrello, read its title and recognize
Senator Borrello.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1974, by
Senat or Borrello, nourning the untinely death and
paying tribute to the |ife and heroic service of
Sergeant Thomas A. Sanfratello, who died in the
line of duty on March 10, 2024.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
M. President.

Yes, | stand to honor the life of
Sergeant Thomas Sanfratello, who died tragically
in the line of duty on March 10th of this year.
Sergeant Sanfratell o was a decorated 32-year
veteran of the Genesee County Sheriff's Ofice in

my district. Beginning as a dispatcher in
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February of 1992, he rose through the ranks,
becom ng a deputy sheriff in 1996 and earning a
pronotion to sergeant in 2007

For nore than three decades, he
dedi cated hinself to serving and protecting the
peopl e of CGenesee County. The excell ence and
commi t ment he brought to his work was well known.
He was tw ce honored as deputy of the Year. He
was a devoted father to his three children --
lan, Kyla, and Alexis -- and |oved spending tine
with his famly.

He was al so a town board nenber in
the Town of Alexander. So in his spare tinme he
still served the people of his town.

He was an avid sports fan. Hi's
favorite teanms were the New York Yankees and the
Buf fal o Sabres.

In remenbering Sergeant Sanfratell o,
Sheriff WIIliam Sheron said, "Tomy never said
no. |If you needed sonething, Tomry was there.

It didn't matter who you were or what tinme of the
day or night it was; if he could help you, he
woul d hel p you."

Sergeant Sanfratello's sacrifice

rem nds us of the risk our |aw enforcenent
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officers take in order to keep us and our
conmuni ties safe.

Sergeant Sanfratello's life was
tragically cut short while he was on speci al
assignment at Batavia Downs. Two individuals in
the casino, a man and a wonan, were creating a
di sturbance and asked to | eave. As Sergeant
Sanfratello tried to escort themout of the
facility, they becane violent. The man, who had
a long crimnal history, reportedly attacked
Sergeant Sanfratell o, who then becane
unresponsive and ultimately lost his life.

Just 54 years old, there is no
guestion that Sergeant Sanfratello was taken too
soon.

This tragic incident illustrates the
dangers that our |aw enforcenment personnel face
so that we don't have to.

Just two weeks after Sergeant
Sanfratel |l o, another brave | aw enforcenent
officer lost his life in the Iine of duty. NYPD
O ficer Jonathan Diller died in Queens on
March 25th, reportedly froma gunshot froma
career crimnal he stopped for a traffic

vi ol ati on.
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And just a few days ago, an
i nvestigator with the Chenung County Sheriff's
O fice was gravely injured by two suspects he was
attenpting to apprehend and remains hospitalized
in critical condition.

Assaul ts on our | aw enforcenent
of ficers have increased dramatically. In
New York City al one, there has been a 20 percent
rise in assaults on cops. These are dangerous
days for New York State, and especially for our
| aw enforcenent officials. Qur menbers of |aw
enforcenent and their famlies live with the
know edge that when they say good-bye to head to
work, it may be the |ast tine.

As we nmourn the | oss of
Sergeant Sanfratell o and send our condol ences to
his famly, we can't help but profoundly be
grateful and in awe of his |egacy and his
devotion and his courage.

May Sergeant Sanfratello rest in
peace, and may God bl ess and protect his brothers
and sisters in | aw enforcenent.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank

you, Senator Borrello.
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The resol ution was adopted on
March 19t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | think
Senator Borrello would like to open that
resol ution for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you

choose not to be a cosponsor on the resol ution,
pl ease notify the desk

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
307, Senate Print 7342A, by Senator Parker, an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 307, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, Giffo, Hel mng,
Lanza, Mattera, Mirray, Skoufis and WeiKk.

Ayes, 48. Nays, 8.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
397, Senate Print 3249, by Senator Bailey, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
459, Assenbly Bill Nunber 4066B, by
Assenbl ynenber Burgos, an act to amend the
Vehicle and Traffic Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
475, Senate Print 1737, by Senator Krueger, an
act to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 475, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Giffo, Martins, Mirray,
O Mara, Ott, Rhoads and Wi k.
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Ayes, 48. Nays, 9.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
497, Senate Print 6383, by Senator Parker, an act
to anend the Adm nistrative Code of the Cty of
New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
507, Senate Print 6335A, by Senator Mannion, an
act to anend the G vil Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall

take effect on the 90th day after it

shal | have becone a | aw

roll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Cal | the

(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce

the results.

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

561, Senate Print 3472, by Senator Rivera, an act

to anmend the Public Health Law

| ast secti

act shall

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
on.
THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This

take effect on the 90th day after it

shal | have becone a | aw

roll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Cal | the

(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce

the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
568, Senate Print 5357, by Senator Wbb, an act
to anend the Al coholic Beverage Control Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
639, Senate Print 4886, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 639, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Ashby, Borrello, Gllivan,
Giffo, Helmng, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rolison, Stec and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 48. Nays, 12.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
650, Senate Print 5302, by Senator Fernandez, an
act to anmend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2078

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
662, Senate Print 4922, by Senator Sepulveda, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
667, Senate Print 5396, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
693, Senate Print Nunmber 4674A, by
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Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to anmend the
Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Hoyl man- Si gal to explain his vote.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- SI GAL: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise just to thank ny coll eagues
for voting for this bill, which we passed | ast
year unani nously.

It would direct the Departnent of
Health to establish a statew de Parkinson's
di sease registry, requiring hospitals, medica
facilities and physicians to report cases of
Par ki nson's to the Departnment of Health, allow
patients to opt out of having their information
col l ected, but al so enable researchers to build

on a lot of work that's al ready been done across
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the country in addressing this very difficult
neurol ogical condition that affects 1 million
Ameri cans -- including, of course, the cel ebrated
actor Mchael J. Fox, whose foundation has hel ped
us advance this |egislation.

Tonight, as a matter of fact, the
M chael J. Fox Foundation is attending a lighting

of our State Capitol to advocate passage for this

bill and to commenor ate Parki nson's Di sease
Awar eness Month. The color tonight will be
or ange.

| vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Hoyl man- Sigal to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
697, Senate Print 7093, by Senator Chu, an act to
amend t he Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2081

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to thank Senator Chu as our
Li braries chair, and ny coll eagues for supporting
this bill.

In my district there are sone
beautiful libraries that have cafes and
enchanting children's readi ng roons and naker
spaces with all kinds of resources, and beautiful
out door seating. Those tend to be in the sane
districts where they can |levy a property tax and
raise mllions of dollars a year to support the
l'i braries.

But then there are the nei ghborhoods
where famlies really depend on the libraries
for -- it may be the only place where kids can
get reading materials or nultinmedia materi al s.

It may be the only place where seniors can get
tax hel p or where people can get internet

connectivity or where peopl e experiencing
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honel essness can use a bathroomor find a warm
chair to sit in.

And these are the ones that really
need the resources for capital repairs and
i mprovenents. And so | think this is a really
smart way to allocate our funds.

And | just want to congratul ate
Senator Chu on this, and | vote aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
736, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 4714, by
Assenbl ynenber Lavine, an act to repea
Section 2255.17 of the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 736, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Addabbo, Gallivan, Martinez
and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
741, Senate Print 4557, by Senator Skoufis, an
act inrelation to permtting certain
muni ci palities to receive reinbursenent fromthe
st at e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar 741, voting in the negative:
Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

On to the controversial cal endar,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
459, Assenbly Bill Nunber 4066B, by
Assenbl ynmenber Burgos, an act to amend the
Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Borrell o, why do you rise?

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
M. President. Wuld the sponsor yield for a
guestion?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR KENNEDY: Certainly,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Al'l right, thank

you. Through you, M. President.

Senat or Kennedy, | know this bill
is -- the intent of this bill is to bring nore
noney, potentially, to technicians. |In fact, you

were quoted in a rally saying "Wen that noney
flows, we want to make sure that it gets to the
wor ki ng people that are on the job doing the work
every single day."

But after reviewing this bill, can
you pl ease point out to ne where it specifically
guarantees that the noney that we pay to the
dealers will actually translate into nore pay for
t he technici ans?

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you.

Through you, M. President. First
of all, let ne speak to the bill and |I'm happy to
answer my col | eague' s questi ons.

This bill levels the playing field
for workers across New York State and ensures

that we are paying our workers a proper wage for
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hours worked rather than nickel-and-di m ng them

This is about the auto technicians,
the workers that are doing the repairs and work
t hat our vehicles need, whether they're under
warranty or whether they' re not under warranty.

However, unfortunately, the system
that's set up as it is today pays those workers
and conpensates the deal erships that are
performng the work in a two-tiered system --
reinbursed at a level that is under warranty for
a particular anount of hours, and rei nbursed
under nonwarranty under a different set of hours.

Wen one of us shows up to have our
car repaired, regardless of its condition, if
it's under warranty there is a certain set of
criteria that the dealer and ultimately the
technician follows and is reinbursed to that
| evel .

When we are paying out of our own
pocket, those nunbers change when it is not under
warranty, and the service technicians are paid
based upon a set guideline that is put in place
for the various deal erships and the various
manuf act urers, depending on the particul ar

manuf act ur er.
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This legislation puts New York State
inline with 10 other states across the nation --
California, Wsconsin, Arkansas, |owa,

M ssi ssi ppi, South Carolina, Virginia, Tennessee,
Mont ana and M nnesot a.

|"m proud of this legislation that
has very strong bipartisan support, and the
| egi sl ati on makes sure that dealers are
conpensated fromthe nmanufacturers based upon a
reasonabl e nunber that is in the guidelines. And
that, then, funding is determined to go to those
that are doing the work, those auto tech workers.

Now, there are those that are
covered through collective bargaining and there
are a certain set of guidelines there, and there
are those that are not under collective
bargai ning. So both union and nonuni on auto tech
wor kers woul d benefit fromthis.

The auto tech workers that are
unioni zed will collectively bargain. Those that
are not will allow the market to ultimtely
provi de for an increased conpensati on when
t hey' re doi ng the work.

How do we know this? We know this

because this | egislation has worked in other
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states, as denonstrated by studies that have
shown a very strong positive econom c i npact
across the states that have done this and, nost
importantly, to the workforce that's performng
t he worKk.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

M. President, will the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KENNEDY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you for

t hat .

But again, | don't see anything in
the bill. Could you please point ne to
specifically in the bill where it guarantees that

the extra noney being paid to the dealers wll
guarantee nore noney to the workers.

SENATOR KENNEDY: WIIl ny coll eague
answer a question, yield for a question?

SENATOR BORRELLO | " m happy to,
yes.

SENATOR KENNEDY: G eat .
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: You yield
(chuckl i ng).

SENATCOR KENNEDY: Senator Borrello,
if you were a auto tech worker and you were being
pai d two-and-a-half hours for work and it took
you five hours to do the work, what woul d you
t hi nk about that?

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
to answer the question.

So there's a shortage of
technicians. And if | was a technician -- and |
woul d think that that's a great skill for people
to have -- and | wasn't happy with how | was
bei ng conpensated, | would probably go down the
street and get a job at one of the many open
positions at another deal ership.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Geat. Wuld ny
col | eague continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl you
yi el d?

SENATOR BORRELLO Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Borrell o yields.

SENATOR KENNEDY: So, Senat or

Borrello -- through you, M. President -- if you
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weren't getting conpensated what you thought you
deserved, based upon the rei nbursenent fromthat
parti cul ar deal ership, you would go find

enpl oyment sonmewhere el se where you woul d get
conpensat ed properly.

SENATOR BORRELLO Yes. In fact,
you probably know |I'm a busi ness owner. And, you
know, we have to take good care of our enpl oyees.

And we have a good chef, a good line
cook -- you know, someone who works really hard
for you -- and they don't feel they're being
properly conpensated, they cone to you and they
say -- they lay out the case as to why they feel
t hey shoul d be conpensated better. And then the
deci sion as a business owner is, do | feel this
person is worth nore noney? And you nmaeke a
deci si on based on that.

So as a business owner, | can tel
you that the smart nove is to take good care of
your good enpl oyees.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thr ough you,

M. President, will ny colleague continue to
yi el d.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or

Borrello, will you would continue to yield?
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SENATOR BORRELLO Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Borrell o yields.

SENATCOR KENNEDY: As a busi nessnan,
if you were given a certain anount of noney from
t hose you' re doing business with, but it was
capped and you didn't have the resources to pay
your enpl oyees a higher rate of pay and they had
to leave to go find jobs el sewhere, and to fil
those -- to backfill the positions that were now
vacant, wouldn't you find it to be a problenf

SENATOR BORRELLO You know,
honestly, the problem as a business owner in
New York State is pervasive everywhere, exactly
what you described. | have to pay a lot in
property taxes, enploynent taxes. | have to pay
six figures in insurance. | have an unenpl oynent
bill nowthat is greater than it's ever been
t hanks to the m smanagenent of the COVID funds by
this body and by this Governor, so | now have to
pay nore noney than | ever have.

So no doubt about it, it's tough to
do business in New York State.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,

M. President. Through you.
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My col | eague answered the question
t hat was asked to ne. In other words, the market
sets the rate. If an individual --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Kennedy, are you on the bill?

SENATOR KENNEDY: | "' m answering the
guestion, but sure, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or

Kennedy on the bill.

SENATOR KENNEDY: | f the individual
auto tech worker is getting conpensated -- let's
see here -- for, say, a water punp replacenent

under warranty, 2.6 hours that it is deternmned a
manuf act urer must pay a dealer for that work, but
that a retail custoner would pay for 7 hours,
ultimately the custoner's paying nore than that
manuf acturer. Manufacturers which, by the way --
record profits. Billions upon billions of
dollars in record profits over the |last decade.
What we are saying with this bill is
that there shouldn't be a two-tiered system
There shouldn't be a system under warranty versus
nonwarranty when the dealers and ultimately those
doi ng the work are being rei nbursed for that

hourly wage to do the work.
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And so ultimately, again, it's about
the auto repair techs, which across this nation
have seen a decrease in those that are actually
coming up in the ranks. There's, according to
t he National Auto Deal ers Associ ation
approxi mately 76,000 service techs that |eave the
i ndustry every year, with only 39,000 new service
wor kers graduating every year fromtech coll eges
and training prograns.

So what we're seeing now is, upon
t he horizon, a bottom ng out of these auto techs,
inlarge part, it could be argued -- and in | arge
part the auto techs and those doing the work are
arguing -- they're not being conpensated to the
| evel that they deserve, based upon the work that
t hey' re providing.

What this bill does is it allows for
that to be rectified here in New York State |ike
t hey' ve done in 10 other states.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATCOR KENNEDY: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.
SENATOR BORRELLO So | appreciate

the conplinent that | answered your questions.

But | still haven't heard an answer to ny
guesti on.

Where in the bill does it guarantee
that this noney that will be paid to the deal ers
will translate into nore noney for techs?

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thr ough you,
M. President, 1've answered that question in
anot her way. The market will set the rate.

Those that are collectively

bargai ned will see that wage negotiated. Those
that aren't will allow the market to set the rate
or they will find a job elsewhere if they' re not

bei ng conpensated to the | evel that they deserve
at the appropriate deal ership. The nmarket will
set the rate.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR KENNEDY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR BORRELLO So | can assune
that when we're tal king about the nmarket, we're
not tal king about this piece of |egislation,
whi ch does not actually guarantee that the
addi ti onal noney being paid to dealers wll
actually end up in the pockets of our
t echni ci ans.

So with that being said, originally
a previous version of this bill had sonething
that other states have done. |It's actually
capped the anount. Ri ght now auto manufacturers
have tinme guides. They nmake the cars, they study
very extensively how long the repairs take, and
then they set a time guide.

O her states have set a limt of
150 percent of that manufacturer tine study.
II'linois is one of those exanples. You had that
inthe bill originally, but you renoved that.

Whi ch neans that any time guide could be used.
|f the George Borrello Time Guide came out, the
deal ers coul d decide to use ny time guide.

Way did you renove that 150 percent?

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the George Borrello Tine CGuide

came out, we would be very afraid.
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(Laughter.)

SENATOR KENNEDY: M. President,
the Legislature often does not get involved in
i ssues involving collective bargai ning. Passing
this bill will allowthe workers to ultimtely
bargain for thenselves for what's rightfully
theirs if the deal er does not pass those wages
down.

And again, the nmarket setting the
rate will ultimately prove itself here, as it has
in other states. And let nme tell you, | have
here fromthe State of Illinois Econom c Policy
Institute, Labor and Enpl oynent Rel ations, a
study on the inpacts of this precise |legislation
that we're passing here today in New York

And when their |aw went into effect
in 2022, this Economic Policy Institute rel eased
this study on howit affected the state. And it
has been a very, very positive inpact on the
State of Illinois.

What it says is that worker wages
wer e boosted between 3 and 7 percent, resulting
in $143 mllion annually for skilled nechanics.
A reduction in enployee turnover at auto deal ers

in that state by nearly 10 percent -- in a tine
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of | abor shortages. Increased hours worked by
auto dealers by 6 percent conpared to other
private industry workers.

The state's econony grew by
$302 mllion, a $2-plus nultiplier for every
dollar in wage gains. And it generated tens of
mllions of dollars nmore in state tax revenues
and | ocal tax revenues per year.

Not only that, we know that this
bill pronotes safety and reliability by ensuring
that the workers performng the work are taking
the tinme necessary to do it in a fashion that is
deserved to the consuner.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KENNEDY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR BORRELLO You nentioned
the State of Illinois, which actually, as | just
nmenti oned, capped that tinme study at 150 percent.
So obviously they had sone kind of guardrails

that we don't have here in this bill.
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But regardless, right now the
estimates of what the annual cost will be -- on
the | ow end, about $250 mllion. But according
to the UAW $900 million a year in additional
cost if this is passed.

So how do you think that m ght

i npact the cost of buying a car in New York

State?
SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you.
Through you, M. President. First
of all, let ne state a few things. The

aut omakers that are a part and central to this
conversation posted record revenues over the | ast
10 years, including | ast year.

GM posted $171.8 billion of revenue

and $10.1 billion net revenue.
Ford posted $176 billion in revenue
and $4.3 billion in net revenue.

Stellantis posted $203 billion of
net revenue with profits of $26.1 billion.

Qur workers deserve to get paid a
fair wage for the hours that they are working
when consuners bring their car in for repairs.

That al so being said, when we talk

about guardrails, we were very neticulous in
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including in this legislation the word
"reasonabl e" when we nade the anendments to the
original legislation: "Reasonable conpensation
shal | be the reasonable | abor time all owances
defined by the retail |abor tine guide reasonably
utilized by a franchise notor vehicle dealer for
nonwarranty customer-paid | abor operations."”

Those words, M. President, wll
ensure that this legislation takes effect in a
way where both the consuner is protected, the
workers are getting paid fairly, and those that
are making record profits are paying their fair
share.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KENNEDY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO At the very end
you said that this bill will guarantee consuner
protection. But |'ve seen nothing in this bil
that actually protects consuners. And in fact,

in speaking with manufacturers, this will be
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passed on to consuners.

So what part of the bill is
protecting consuners?

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thr ough you,

M. President. |[|f the manufacturers that have
seen billions of dollars in record profits nake a
decision to pass this cost on to consuners, |
believe that is absolutely wongheaded and

un- Aneri can.

What shoul d happen is that instead
of passing these costs on, the automakers ought
to pay their fair share to ensure that our
econony isn't struggling, that people can get to
wor k, that these repairs can get done in a tinely
fashion so teachers can get to school and doctors
can get to hospitals and parents can get to work,
and we're not waiting weeks or even nonths for
car repair del ays.

Again, M. President, this is
| egi sl ation that has proven to work in other
states. New York State is stepping up and doi ng
our part to nake sure we're taking care of the
wor kf orce perform ng the work adm rably each and
every day.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
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will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KENNEDY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So what you're
saying is there's really nothing in this bill
t hat prohi bits manufacturers from passing that
along to the consunmers, and we have hi gher prices
and perhaps | ess incentives for deal erships and
per haps hi gher cost of an extended warranty,
whi ch has now becone al nost necessary to buy.

So there's nothing in this bill that
woul d stop manufacturers from passi ng those costs
al ong to the consuner.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thr ough you,

M. President. Once again, this bill is about
maki ng sure workers are getting equal pay for an
equal ampunt of work. That auto manufacturers
ought to do the right thing and nake sure that
their workforce is getting paid appropriately.

We know t hat this governnent of the

United States bailed out the auto manufacturers

when they needed it the nbst about 15 years ago,
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16 years ago, and has since seen the fruits of
that bailout result in billions of dollars of
record profit.

W al so know that these sane said
aut o manufacturers went through a very difficult
time in the last year to two years over | abor
issues, ultimtely a strike. But it resulted in
fair conmpensation for the workforce across this
great country.

What we are saying here and now in
the State of New York is those auto tech workers
that are doing the work each and every day ought
to also be paid a fair wage for the work that
t hey' re doi ng.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Senat or Kennedy.

| too would |ike to ensure that
people are paid a fair wage for the tine that
t hey put in.

Senat or Kennedy brought up the

mar ket, the market will determ ne. No, no, the
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market will not determine. This bill wll
determ ne what is paid.

There are tinme studies that are done
by the manufacturers. These tine studies are
very exhaustive and a dealer, let's say it's a
Ford deal er, has technicians that are trai ned by
t he manufacturer on how to do those repairs.

They pay based on that tine study and the fact
that they have trained those technicians.

There are other tinme studies out
there that are really designed for those smaller
nmom and- pop nechani ¢ shops where they're working
on all makes, all nodels, usually higher mleage,
out - of -warranty vehi cl es.

It's obvious, it's logical that they
woul d take nore time to do a repair because they
don't work on that car all the time. They
haven't been trained by the manufacturer, in nost
cases, on how to do that repair. Those are the
time studies out there that allocate nore tine.

But we do want to nmake sure, because
there is a shortage of technicians, that they are
being fairly conpensated, those technicians are
being fairly conpensat ed.

So what happens when we pass this
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bill? WelIl, the cost of a warranty repair now,
on average, is going to go up in New York State
about $1200 per car. That has to come from
sonmewher e

| know Senator Kennedy thinks it
woul d be un-Anerican that that to be passed al ong
to the consuners, but that's probably what's
goi ng to happen.

Now, you m ght say, You know what,
okay, people are going to make deci sions based on
that. Well, | happen to represent a district
that borders the State of Pennsylvania. Car
deal ers in Pennsylvania have big billboards in ny
county, in my district, saying "Cone to
Pennsylvania, it's worth the trip." |If this
passes, it will be even nore worth the trip.

Because |'ve spoken with these car
manuf acturers. They are going to have to pass
this along in higher extended warranty costs.
They're going to have to pass this along in |ess
incentives to dealers. So that extra
t housand dol | ars cash back that cones fromthe
manuf acturer, not fromthe deal er, nmay not be
avai l able in New York State.

Peopl e already cross the border a
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| ot into Pennsylvania to buy autonobiles. This
may create a situation where that's going to be
an even bigger incentive to cross the border to
buy a car.

| know we want to protect our
wor kers, we want to pay themnore. Let ne be
very clear. There is nothing in this bill that
guarantees that the noney that would be paid from
t he manufacturers to the car dealers wll
translate into nore noney for workers. |It's not
in there.

Now, yes, if they're paid nore
nmoney, | would inmagine that the -- particularly
t hose that are unionized, the organized | abor
down -- nostly in the downstate area will
certainly go back and certainly ask for nore

noney. But |'ve negotiated contracts. As a

busi ness owner, |'ve bought and sol d busi nesses.
As a county executive, | negotiated | abor
contracts, nulti-mllion-dollar contracts.

Whenever you open up a negotiation, everything' s
open for negotiation.

So maybe we pay a little bit nore
noney. But you know what, there's a shortage of

techni cians, we can't give you as nany vacation
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days. Maybe we pay a little nore noney, but you

know what? W want you to go into a

hi gh- deducti bl e health insurance plan now. Maybe
we pay you a little bit nore noney, but you know

what, naybe we're not going to contribute as much
to your 401(k) or your pension.

It's a negotiation. You' re asking
nore noney to be paid to the dealers, and they in
turn will renegotiate with their unions or with
their enployees. And that is what negotiation
is. It's opening up opportunity.

| woul d hope that this would
translate into nore noney for the workers, the
techs. But the bottomline is if the market's
going to decide, the market is already deciding.
People -- there's a shortage of people with the
skills and the training and, quite frankly, the
desire to work as auto technicians. Okay? |
come froma famly of skilled workers. W
father, ny grandfather were plunbers. Try and
get a plunber today. It's a tough, tough thing.
Shortage of plunbers. Shortage of all skilled

wor kers. The market will determ ne.
This bill is not letting the market
determne. This bill is saying, Here are the
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paranmeters by which New York now wi Il becone |ess
busi ness-friendly, nore expensive -- nore
expensive to buy a car.

We tal k about affordability. W in
this chanber -- not ne -- we in this chanber want
to see everyone switch to electric cars, which
are far nore expensive, far nore expensive to
repair. So if we all switch to electric cars and
we have an additional cost burden on the
manuf acturers, it's going to nake it even | ess
af fordabl e for people who have that basic need of
transportation.

So while |I am hopeful that if this
bill passes that perhaps there nay be sone
guardrails put in place, like in the State of
IIlinois, where they've limted that tine study
to 150 percent of the manufacturers' tinme study.
But that's not in this bill either. There's a
ot of things that aren't in this bill that |ead
to a lot of uncertainty.

As a business owner, | can tell you,
you can deal with a lot of things and you can
take a cal culated risk, but uncertain risk is a
problem So we are in fact sending a nessage, |

think, that we continue to be a place that's nore
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difficult to do business here in New York State.

So |'m hopeful that perhaps sone
comon sense could cone into this, we find a way
to conprom se. But until | see that, |I'm going
to be a no on this bill.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Borrello.

Senat or Martins, why do you rise?

SENATOR MARTI NS: On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Martins on the bill.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

M. President, | represent a
district that has many car dealerships in it, and
t hey provi de many good- payi ng jobs. But the one
drawback is when we tal k about nmarket conditions
is that each one of those deal ershi ps has a nane
on the side of it. They're tied to a car
manufacturer. And so when that car manufacturer
tells themthat they're going to pay themat a
certain rate for different types of work -- the
same work, whether it's warranty or out of
warranty -- there are concerns that | have with

regard to how that gets passed on
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Because they're not subject to
mar ket conditions. They have a deal ership that
represents a specific car manufacturer. And so |
have concerns about the disparity between the car
manuf act urer being able to dictate to a
deal ership different rates for the same anount of
wor K.

So under those circunstances,
M. President, 1'Il be voting aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Martins.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none --
Senat or Hel m ng, why do you rise?

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
M. President. To explain ny vote.

| support our autonotive repair
t echnicians and our |ocal car dealers, and that's
why | will be voting in the affirmative on this
bill.

However, it is ny hope that the bil
sponsor will consider anending the bill |anguage
to ensure that technicians are truly paid fairly

and that our | ocal deal erships are appropriately
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rei nbursed by the nmanufacturers.

There was a | ot of discussion during
t he debate about fair conpensation, fair pay for
people. But there is a reason why the bil
sponsor avoi ded pointing to the | anguage in the
bill that ensures repair techs are fairly
conpensated. And that is sinply because that
| anguage doesn't exist, something that | hope al
repair technicians will take note of.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Hel m ng to be recorded in the negative {sic}.

Any ot her Senators w shing to be
hear d?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 459, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello and Breslin.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
662, Senate Print 4922, by Senator Sepulveda, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, |
bel i eve there's an amendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Hel m ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

M. President, | appeal the ruling of the chair

and ask that you recogni ze Senator Helm ng to be

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2112

heard on that appeal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or Hel m ng nmay be heard.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to appeal the ruling of the
chair. This anendnent is clearly germane to the
bill before us, because both pertain to health
i nsurance coverage for the kids of our state.

During the COVID-19 pandem c
New Yor kers receiving Medicaid were granted
continuous eligibility. This allowed Medicaid
recipients to continue to receive benefits
wi thout confirmng eligibility. This, in turn,
ensured that vulnerable individuals and famlies
remai ned covered during the pandemn c.

However, in July of 2023 New York
began a process of Medicaid redeterm nation
followi ng the federal guidance to renew benefits
and disenroll those ineligible for Medicaid. As
aresult, nore than 1.1 mllion New Yorkers, nany
of them children, have been determ ned ineligible
for Medicaid and will be | osing coverage.

My proposed anendnent, the bill
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that's before everyone in this chanber, would
ensure continuity of coverage for our state's
children by doing two sinple things: First,
i npl enenting a six-nonth grace period for
children determined ineligible for coverage.
Second, this anmendnent would fully del ay
di senrol Il ment for children until the end of the
July 2024 redeterm nati on unwi ndi ng peri od.

These neasures will give parents a
critical buffer and provide a tine that they can
find new coverage. W nust take the necessary
steps to ensure that children in our state do not
experience |l apses in coverage and continue to
have access to the healthcare that they need.

For these reasons, M. President, |
strongly urge you to reconsider your ruling.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Hel m ng.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 662, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Murray, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco and WeiKk.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
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readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to adjourn
until tonorrow, Thursday, April 4th, 11:00 a.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Thursday, April 4th, at 11:00 a.m

(Wher eupon, at 4:44 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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