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NEW YORK STATE SENATE
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April 2, 2024
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REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR ROXANNE J. PERSAUD, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
April 1, 2024, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday, March 30,
2024, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
good afternoon.

Let's begin by taking up the
cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
106, Senate Print 6525, by
Senat or Scarcel | a- Spanton, an act to anend the
Private Housi ng Fi nance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Scarcel | a- Spanton to explain her vote.
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SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, Madam Presi dent.

And t hank you to ny col |l eagues here
in the Senate for all your support in hel ping
pass this legislation that will provide
much- needed support and assi stance to our
vet er ans.

Havi ng stabl e and affordabl e housi ng
pl ays such an inportant role in their transition,
provi di ng the foundation for our veterans to
build their lives and reintegrate into civilian
life.

The Affordabl e Honeowner shi p
Devel opnent Programis specifically tailored to
help fam |ies achieve their dream of owning a
home by offering financial aid and support. Its
i npact has been statewide. It has enpowered
countl ess New Yorkers to create brighter futures
for thenselves and their famlies through
homeowner shi p.

Extending eligibility for this
programto service-di sabled veterans is a
significant step forward in providing themwth
the stability, independence, and sense of

comunity they deserve.
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This bill is a tangible way to honor
their sacrifices and nake sure that they receive
t he support they rightfully deserve.

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Scarcel | a- Spanton to be recorded in the
affirmati ve.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
107, Senate Print 6573, by Senator May, an act to
amend t he Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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| rise in support of this bill
because we have a housing crisis, as everyone
knows, in this state, and one of the issues has
to do with how expensive it is to build apartnent
bui | di ngs.

This bill allows New York to start
bui l di ng apartnents the way they are built al nost
everywhere in the world except in the
United States. Instead of building them al ong
corridors |like hotels, you build them-- you
structure them around entryways, and that allows
a whol e |l ot of new kinds of configurations of
apartnents. And it allows far |ess of the floor
space to be dedicated to non-living space like
corridors.

So this is a bill about affordable
housi ng, about meki ng the process of producing
apartnents nore affordable so that the apartnents
t henmsel ves can al so be nore affordable.

|"m proud of this bill, I'mgrateful
that it's on the floor today, and | vote aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
150, Senate Print 7130, by Senator Conrie, an act
to anend the Al coholic Beverage Control Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
357, Senate Print 6980A, by Senator Mayer, an act
to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mayer to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .

|"mso pleased that this bill cane
to the floor again this year. | want to thank
the | eader and ny coll eagues. It passed | ast

year in this house, and it needs to pass in the
Assenbl y.

But froma parent's point of view,
there is nothing nore inportant than ensuring the
safety of our children in schools, and this bill
woul d require that schools develop a plan for
i nform ng parents about safe storage bills when
t hey have guns at hone.

Too many tinmes a gun is at hone,
parents pay little attention to safe storage --
even if there is a law that governs it, as we've
passed. This would rem nd parents of the urgency
of safe storage for guns and thereby reduce the
i kelihood, or potential |ikelihood, of a

terrible accident involving guns at hone.
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" m pl eased that ny col |l eagues are
with me on this. This is sonething that we nust
do to ensure the safety to the greatest extent
possi ble for every child in this state.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mayer to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 357, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Ashby, Borrello, Gllivan,
Giffo, Cberacker, Ott, Stec and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 8.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
531, Senate Print 6551, by Senator Myer, an act
to amend the Labor Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
588, Senate Print 6648, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anend the Banki ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 588, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Weber and Wi k.
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Ayes, 41. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
620, Senate Print 7539, by Senator Ranpbs, an act
to amend the Cvil Practice Law and Rul es.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
682, Senate Print 7375, by Senator Sal azar, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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696, Senate Print 6409A, by Senator Liu, an act
to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
718, Senate Print 7518, by Senator Breslin, an
act to anend the Judiciary Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Let's nove right to the
controversi al cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
620, Senate Print 7539, by Senator Ranps, an act
to amend the Cvil Practice Law and Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent, |
bel i eve there's an anmendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Pal unbo.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
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accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,
Madam Presi dent, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that you recogni ze Senat or Pal unbo to be
heard on that appeal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or Pal unbo nmay be heard.

Senat or Pal unbo.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. And good afternoon

The bill-in-chief has to do with
wage theft, so I'd respectfully argue that this
bill, which has to do with retail theft, is
certainly germane.

The laws of this state are a fluid
t hi ng, Madam President. And when we see certain
things like the scourge of retail theft that's
been taking place in our state -- recogni zed
nati onwi de at this point -- we need to react.
And we need to have |aws that have teeth. W
need to have | aws that deter crine.

And | believe at the Public

Protection hearing -- | don't renmenber the exact
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nunber, but it was an exorbitant nunber of retail
theft crime is a result of repeat offenders. So
let me tell you a little bit about what this bil
woul d do.

So this bill sinply creates a crine
of coordinated petit larceny as a C ass E fel ony.
A person is guilty of coordinated petit |arceny
when he or she steals property at the sane
| ocati on as one or nore other persons who are
al so stealing property, causing property danage,
or facilitating the stealing of property or
causi ng property damage.

Now, this is a theory that currently
exists in New York State |aw for a very obvi ous
and valid reason: That when you have nore than
one person involved in the conm ssion of a crineg,
that creates an additional threat of
intimdation.

And we have, in the robbery statute,
robbery in the third degree is forcibly stealing
property, when you don't cause an injury. So you
rip someone's pocketbook off of their shoul der,
that's a nonviolent Class D felony. That's
robbery in the third degree.

However, if another person is
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present, that's robbery aided by another. The
exact sanme conduct el evates robbery in the third
degree to robbery in the second degree, which is
a Cass Cviolent felony, because of the
additional threat of force by a second person
bei ng present.

So, Madam President, this is not
only germane to this bill, this is an extrenely
i mportant issue that needs to be addressed.

Sadl y, the Senate one-house renoved
a proposal by the Governor to include an
additional crinme and aggravated penalties for
assaulting retail workers. So this is certainly
ripe at this point.

And nore inportantly, we've had
continued rem nders of how dangerous the current
climate has becone. Just this past weekend
| nvesti gator M ke Theetge was invol ved
appr ehendi ng sonme retail theft potential
def endants, suspects. Soneone was leaving with a
TV. His acconplice was driving a vehicle that
ultimately caused severe, debilitating,
life-threatening -- and nmay actually take his
life. That investigator, as we speak, is stil

in a conn, Madam Presi dent.
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So when does it end? Wen do we
finally stay focused on this? Because we
actually have -- one | ast comrent,

Madam President. Not only is this germane, but
remar kably inportant.

You all may know one of our
United States Senators, the Majority Leader of
the United States Senate, Chuck Schuner, was
traveling the state, and he is calling on the
U. S. Departnent of Justice to increase
enforcenent and penalties and used the
RICO Act -- as we all know, the Racketeer
| nfl uenced and Corrupt Organizations Act -- to
i nvestigate and prosecute organi zed retail theft
rings in New York

And as we all know, Madam President,
the RICO Act was used to prosecute organized
crinme, which is exactly what this is.

So this is sinply aggravating a
petit larceny to a Class E felony in the event
you're doing it in concert with others. Wich
as | said, is already a theory in our law. It's
al ready sonething that is a very sinple,
commonsense aspect of the law. And we actually

now have United States Senator and
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Maj ority Leader Chuck Schunmer agreeing with ne.

So for those reasons,

Madam President, | respectfully request that you
overrule the decision that this is nongernmane and
add this amendnment to the bill-in-chief.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: A show
of hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent

we've agreed to restore this to the
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noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
is restored to the noncontroversial cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 11. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 620, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |

i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
returning to notions for a nonent, | offer
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anmendnents to the follow ng Third Readi ng
Cal endar bills.

By Senator Parker, page 11
Cal endar Nunber 292, Senate Print 1203.

By Senator Rivera, page 20,

Cal endar Nunber 451, Senate Print 4787.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
amendnents are received, and the bills wll
retain their place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until tonorrow, Wdnesday, April 3rd, at
3:00 p.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Wednesday, April 3rd, at 3:00 p.m

(Wher eupon, at 3:55 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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