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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Today
Rabbi M chael Baum of Tenple Beth Am of
Merrick & Bellnore, New York, will deliver
today's invocati on.

Rabbi ?

RABBI BAUM Good nor ni ng

(Response of "Good norning.")

RABBI BAUM As you heard, ny nane
is Rabbi M chael Baum and |I'm the Rabbi and
Director of Education of Tenple Beth Am of
Merrick & Bellmore in Nassau County on
Long Island, for those of you unfamliar with
downst at e.

As sonebody born, raised, educated,
lived, worked and raising a famly here in
New York, it truly is an honor to have been
invited here by ny friend and your coll eague

Senat or Rhoads, and fromall of you, to deliver

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1981

t he openi ng invocation this norning.

El oheinu. Lord our God, CGod of all
people, Eternal Spirit of the universe, we ask
for Your blessings on this house today, on this
honor abl e body, the Senate of the State of
New Yor k.

Keep us strong as a state. Sustain
in us a deep sense of justice. Incline our
hearts to work for the betternment of all and
peace for the human famly.

Bless this state with prosperity.
Teach us all to celebrate our differences, to
unite around our common val ues.

God, we ask that You be present with
us in our honmes, our places of work, and on our
way.

Watch over all those who serve in
this Senate. Keep them ever m ndful of our
expectations and the trust that we place in them
G ve themw sdomfor their actions, and grant to
each of themthat when they |eave this chanber
daily, the joy of being able to say that the
words of their nouths and the neditations of
their hearts are acceptable in Your sight, and

thereby truly know t hat each and every one of
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themare a blessing to those of us for whomthey
stand here.

God, we ask Your bl essing on our
Senators and all who serve this esteened body,
that today and every day they | ead wi sely and
with civility, working together for our common
good.

We thank You, Lord, for this day and
t he opportunity to serve you by serving others.

And | et us say anen.

(Response of "Amen.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Rabbi .

Readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, March 27, 2024, the Senate net
pursuant to adjournment. The Journal of Tuesday,
March 26, 2024, was read and approved. On
notion, the Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
good nor ni ng.

As you know, today is Opening Day
for baseball in the United States.
Unfortunately, the Mets are rained out today, so
we can say wWith certainty they will be undefeated
going into tonorrow s ganes. And | know you
agree with me, M. President, when we say "Let's
go, Mets!"”

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Let's go,
Met s!

SENATOR G ANARI S: Al'l right.

We're going to begin today with
si mul taneously calling an i nmedi ate neeting of
the Finance Commttee, followed thereafter by a
nmeeting of the Rules Committee in Room 332.

And we will take up resol utions
while that is unfolding.

Let's begin with previously adopted

Resol ution 1894, by Senator Murray, read its
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title, and recogni ze Senat or Fernandez to speak
on that resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: So in the
first order of business, there will be inmmediate
nmeeti ngs of the Finance and Rules Conmitt ee.

The Secretary will read the
resol ution.

Alittle bit of order, please.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1894,
by Senator Murray, nenorializing Governor
Kat hy Hochul to proclaimMrch 2024 as
Brain Injury Awareness Month in the State of
New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Murray on the resol ution.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

M. President.

|"mjust going to read this one
section fromthe resolution. "Wereas, Brain
I njury Awareness Month is dedicated to educating
t he public about brain injuries and
destigmati zing brain injury, enpowering those who
have survived brain injury and their caregivers,
and pronoting the many types of support that are

avai lable to people living with brain injuries.”
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| bring this up -- this is inportant
to me because | lost a |oved one. M cousin,
Sharon- Kay, this past Novenber passed away at the
young age of 55. But back in 1990, she was
involved in a horrific accident, a bicycle
accident. Thank God she was wearing her hel net.
Had she not been wearing the helnmet, they say she
woul d have passed away right then and there.

But a drunk driver unfortunately hit
her while she was riding her bike. She suffered
a traumatic and very serious brain injury, was in
the hospital for quite sone tine. She suffered
fromcognitive damage, her nobility was affected.
It took just years for her to fight her way back.

And in speaking to ny other

cousin -- her brother, Mark -- the other night,

he had explained to ne -- and | didn't realize
this. 1It's very interesting, | didn't realize we
have nultiple senses of taste. | thought it was

all just one taste. W have nultiple senses, one
of them being sour.

| bring that up only because,
because of this injury, she |ost every sense of
taste except for that, the sour taste. So

everything she ate had a sour taste. She ended
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up losing a dramatic anount of wei ght because of
t hi s.

She wor ked her way through. And
t hrough the hel p, thank God, of therapy and many
resources and wonderful people that hel ped her,
she worked her way through this and nany ot her of
t he struggl es that she had.

But it just -- it goes to show you
that, you know, people are struggling with things
t hat maybe we don't see on the outside. And we
know t hat people are struggling every single day
with their own struggles they are facing. And in
this case, this was hers.

So it's inportant that we recognize
t hose struggl es and those that overcone those
struggles, like ny cousin and |ike the many, nmany
who suffer fromtraumatic brain injuries but that
fight every day, push their way through, do an
amazing job and Iive wonderful I|ives.

And we want to also, as we said
remenber and recogni ze those that give themthe
care that hel ps themthrough it as well.

So, M. President, | thank you for
t he opportunity to speak on this.

Thank you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Mirray.

Senat or Fernandez on the resol ution.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you,

M. President.

Thank you, Senator Murray, for this
really inportant resolution.

As we recogni ze Traumatic Brain
I njury Awareness Month now in March, it's
important to shine a light on not only TBI as a
result of sports injury, accidents, but on the
speci fic chall enges faced by survivors of
donestic viol ence who suffer from TBI.

We know that traumatic brain
injuries can be permanent, having |lasting inpacts
on victinms' cognitive functions and overal
quality of life. For individuals subjected to
domestic violence, the inpact of traumatic brain
injury can be particularly devastati ng.

Far too often, victinms of donestic
vi ol ence face the choice between seeking
heal t hcare and ensuring their own safety. The
path to appropriate nedical care is chall enged by
the fear of future violence, financial obstacles,

and the | ack of awareness about avail abl e
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resour ces.

This reality highlights the need for
i ncreased awar eness and education, not just anong
t he heal t hcare providers, but the public nore
broadly. The synptons of TBlI often mmc the
synptonms of anxiety and PTSD, making it easy for
heal t hcare providers to m sdi agnose or overl ook.

By educating and speaki ng openly
about the signs and synptonms of traumatic brain
injury and donmestic violence, we can equip
providers with the tools needed to treat not only
t he physical injuries but the psychol ogi cal and
soci al di nensi ons of abuse.

W need to integrate questions about
donestic violence into routine health assessnents
to create nore opportunities for victins to
di scl ose abuse in a safe and supportive
envi ronment .

As we push for greater awareness and
under standi ng of the inpact of traumatic brain
injury within the context of donestic violence,
let's pledge to create a nore inforned,
enpat hetic, responsive approach that guarantees
the dignity and well -being of every individual

af f ect ed.
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Thank you for letting nme speak on
this resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Fernandez.

The resol ution was previously
adopted on March 5th.

Senat or Kennedy.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
M. President.

Pl ease take up previously adopted
Resol ution 1996, by Senator Hel m ng, read the
resolution by title only and recogni ze
Senat or Hel m ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1996, by

Senat or Hel m ng, congratul ati ng the Roberts
Wesl eyan University Men's Vol | eyball Team upon
t he occasion of capturing the 2024 Nati onal
Christian College Athletic Association
Invitational Title on January 227, 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hel mi ng on the resol ution.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
M. President.
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It is ny honor to welconme to the
chanber an incredi ble group of young nmen from ny
district, the Roberts Wsl eyan University Red
Hawks Men's Vol |l eyball Team They are the 2024
National Christian College Athletic Association's
Men's Vol | eybal | Chanpi ons.

Since this was their first season
it was difficult to know how this team woul d
bond. At the tournanent in January, the odds
wer e stacked against the Red Hawks. To win the
chanpi onshi p, they had to defeat a Canadi an
Redeenmer University teamthat they had |ost to --
they had lost five sets to just the day before.
It woul d have been easy to fold.

| nst ead, sonething that the coach
recogni zed, Coach Dede recogni zed early on from
this group of young, talented nen is that they
were very conpetitive, and regardl ess of the
score, they were never going to give up and never
going to fold. Instead, this young team
regrouped and, with perseverance and drive, they
won.

It was a total teameffort. The
t our nanent's nost outstandi ng pl ayer was freshman

Giffin Monrad, who recorded five aces. The
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Roberts Wesl eyan University Men's Vol |l eybal |l Team
becanme the eighth programto ever win the NCCAA
i nvitational chanpionship.

|"d like to congratul ate Coach
M ke Dede and Assistant Coach Mtch Segbers. You
have been building the foundation for this
program by assenbling a small but mghty roster
of young men dedicated to their school, to their
sport and character.

You have taught these athletes a
val uabl e I esson -- to never get down, never fold,
and never stop doing your best even when it's
hard. These are |lessons that will serve them
long after their playing days are over.

|"d like to quickly introduce the
t eam nenbers who are here. W have Jonah, Eli,
Noah, Al exander, Kai dan, Troy, Mises, M chael,
Ri | ey, Spencer, Omar, Josh, Giffin and Paul.

Congratul ati ons, and thank you for
visiting the Senate chanber today to allow ny
col | eagues and | to recogni ze you and honor your
acconpl i shnents. Pl ease know how proud you' ve
made us all be. Congratul ations.

M. President, | amproud to support

this resol ution.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: To our
chanpi onshi p-w nni ng vol | eyball team we extend
to you all of the privileges and courtesies of
t hi s house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on March 19t h.

Senat or Kennedy.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,

M. President.

Pl ease take up the reading of the
cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
123, Senate Print 1748, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anend the Banki ng Law.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
219, Senate Print 4304, by Senator Parker, an act
to amend the Public Service Law and the

Public Authorities Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 53.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
234, Senate Print 7872A, by Senator Rivera, an
act to anend Part C of Chapter 57 of the Laws of
2022.

SENATCOR KENNEDY: M. President,
| ay that aside for the day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
will be laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
257, Senate Print 440, by Senator Skoufis, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he

| ast section.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1994

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 53.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
268, Senate Print 2919, by Senator C eare, an act
to amend the Executive Law and the State Finance
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Cleare to explain her vote.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
M. President.
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Sadl y, the consequences of redlining
are still being felt throughout our conmunities
nearly 100 years after the abhorrent
FHA- sancti oned process | ocked Black famlies out
of stable, affordable housing, opportunities for
growt h and advancenent, and the type of
generational wealth that others enjoy and nmay
take for granted.

The system that was put in place,
with red lines separating those who could get a
nort gage fromthose who woul d be denied entry
into certain neighborhoods, is in many ways stil
in place.

This bill is part of a series of
efforts to deal with this unfortunate and
punitive | egacy of housing discrimnation. It is
designed to di scourage appraisal discrimnation,
as study after study have shown that race and the
raci al conposition of home buyers, sellers and
nei ghbor hoods have a disparate inpact that stil
di sadvant ages people of color. Consider this
New York Times headline from2022: "Hone
apprai sed with a Bl ack owner, $472,000; with a
white owner, $750, 000."

This bill would root out those who
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engage in appraisal discrimnation, revoke their
licenses if necessary, and fine them wth those
fines being directed back into antidiscrimnation
efforts in housing.

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Cleare to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Sanders to explain his vote.

SENATOR SANDERS: First 1'd Iike
to -- thank you, M. President.

First 1'd like to thank the sponsor
for a well-thought-out bill. It seens that this
one i s a no-brainer.

It's easy to escape the fines and

penalties: Don't break the law. [|If you just
don't break the law, this will have nothing to do
with you.

And if one does break the |aw, then
certainly the fines should go back to protecting
the citizens.

Sounds |i ke a no-brainer. [|'mglad
you thought of it, though. | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Sanders to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 268, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Mattera, Mirray,
Oberacker, Ott, Tedisco, Wber and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 8.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
347, Senate Print 167, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anend the Crimnal Procedure Law and the
Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 347, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Chu, @Gllivan, Giffo,
Martinez, Martins, Mattera, Murray, Cberacker,
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O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison,
Scarcel | a- Spanton, Stec, Tedisco, Wber and Wi k.
Al so Senat or Hel m ng.

Ayes, 33. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
435, Senate Print 6746, by Senator Ryan, an act
to amend the Public Authorities Law and the
Not - For-Profit Corporation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ryan to explain his vote.

SENATOR RYAN: Thank you,

M. President.

In New York State, agencies |ike the

Depart ment of Health, Departnent of Educati on,

they're all under the purview of the Conptroller.
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But the Conptroller's authority doesn't extend to
authorities |ike NYSERDA or NYPA or the hundreds
of industrial devel opnent agenci es across the

st at e.

They're nonminally overseen by the
Aut horities Budget Ofice, but the ABO doesn't
have all the tools it needs to oversee those
state entities, ensuring that our noney is being
spent in the best way possible.

This bill gives the ABO nore
authority, nore in line with the authority
granted to the Conptroller. And for those
reasons, M. President, | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ryan to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 435, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Mrtins, Oberacker,

O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 11.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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530, Senate Print 6328, by Senator Ranpbs, an act
to amend the Labor Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
533, Senate Print 643D, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 10. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 54.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
651, Senate Print Number 5505, by Senat or
Scarcel | a- Spanton, an act to anmend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 54.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
695, Senate Print 5955A, by Senator Chu, an act
to amend the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first day of a
sal es tax quarterly period.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 54.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
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i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the noncontroversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

| believe there's a report of the
Fi nance Conmttee at the desk. Please take that
up.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the
following bill:

Senate Print 8302, Senate Budget
Bill, an act naking appropriations for the |egal

requi renents of the state debt service.

The bill is reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bills:

Senate Print 8919, an act making

appropriations for the support of governnent;
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Senate Print 8920, an act to anend
Part C of Chapter 57 of the Laws of 2022.

Both bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Finance Conmittee,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Those in
favor of accepting the report of the Finance
Comm ttee signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
report of the Finance Committee is accepted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: There's also a
report of the Rules Conmittee at the desk.

Pl ease take that up.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,

reports the following bills:
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Senate Print 8919, by
Senat or Krueger, an act naking appropriations for
t he support of governnent;

Senate Print 8920, by
Senat or Krueger, an act to amend Part C of
Chapter 57 of the Laws of 2022.

Both bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Those in
favor of accepting the report of the
Rul es Commttee, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
report of the Rules Conmittee is accepted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we take up
t he controversial calendar at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
123, Senate Print 1748, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anend the Banki ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Weber, why do you rise?

SENATOR WEBER: Thank you,
M. President. WII the sponsor yield for just
one question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: Certainly,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WEBER: Good nor ni ng,
Senat or Sanders, how are you?

SENATOR SANDERS: Good nor ni ng,
good norni ng, how are you?

SENATOR WEBER: | just have one
guestion on this bill.

The federal regulations -- the
Consuner Financial Protection Bureau al ready has
regul ations that we feel may already cover what
you're trying to acconplish here. Do you agree

with that statenent, that the federal governnent
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regul ations already cover that? And if so, why?
And if no, why not?

SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,

M. President. The truth is not as truthful as
it seens, sir.

There are judges that don't |ook for
regul ations, they ook for laws. And there are
difficulties with the DFS in enforcing it w thout
state | aws.

SENATOR WEBER: Ckay, that was ny
guestion. Thank you.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you.

Are there any ot her Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none -- Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
we've agreed to restore this to the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
will be restored to the noncontroversi al

cal endar.
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Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 123, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Ashby, Gallivan, Giffo,
Martins, Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wber and
Vi k.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
530, Senate Print 6328, by Senator Ranpbs, an act
to amend the Labor Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, |

believe there's an anendnent at the desk. I
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wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Murray and, thereafter,
Senator Wik to be heard.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of this amendnment, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

M. President, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that Senator Murray be heard on the
appeal. And when he's through with his remarks,
that you then recogni ze Senator Wik to be heard.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
appeal has been nade, and Senators Murray and
Wei k may be heard.

Senator Murray first.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

M. President.

Thi s anendnent is gernane,

M. President, | believe because |ike the cal
center bill, it also protects workers and seeks
to provide nmuch-needed to relief to workers in
Tier 5 and Tier 6.

So ny background, before |I got here,
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| ama snall business owner. And as part of that
busi ness, | owned an advertising agency t hat
publ i shed and nmade different specialty
publ i cations and websites. And the core of the
busi ness was one in particular, and that was the
Long I sl and Job Fi nder enploynment newspaper and
website. It was exactly as it was, it was an
enpl oyment newspaper and website where conpanies
woul d pl ace their hel p-wanted ads, people would
pick it up, they would apply, they woul d get
wor K.

So in iy business of, well, alnost
25 years of doing so, I would work with human
resources directors and recruitnent nmanagers and
di fferent conpani es and schools and the
Department of Labor. W would put on job fairs
where 40, 50 conpani es would be there recruiting,
and hundreds of jobseekers would come. And we'd
talk to sone of the jobseekers.

My point there is that for nore than
20 years, | was in the enploynent business. And
it was kind of an understandi ng that when you're
| ooking for a job, if you' re |ooking for a good
salary and you're not really worried about

benefits or retirenment, all of that that nuch,
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that you'd go to the private sector. But if you
wer e thinking down the road and the benefits, the
heal th insurance, the retirenent, all of that was
really inmportant to you, then you understood that
maybe you forgo the really great salary to get
t hose benefits.

And t hat was the understandi ng.
That's the way it was for years and years -- that
was, until 2012. 2012 is when Tier 6 took pl ace.
Now, in 2012 | was down the hall, | was in the
Assenbly. And when that vote came up, | was a no
vote. | was a no vote for two words. The reason
| gave were two words: Recruitment, retention.

See, in ny business in enpl oynent
and hiring and recruiting, | knew that down the
road this was going to hurt us, and hurt us bad.
This was going to hurt us with recruitnment and
retention. See, Tier 6, it was pitched as a
solution to a pension problem But in reality,
it really is a recruitnent and retention
nightmare. And it's resulted in a critica
wor kf or ce short age.

When you conbi ne the negative i npact
of Tier 6 with the punishing inflation we've al

seen in recent years, it's no surprise that we've
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seen a flood of experienced and highly qualified
wor kers | eaving the workforce or refusing to
enter the public workforce.

So first, let's look -- what does
this mean to the public, the current public
wor kf orce? Well, it means mandat ory enforced
overtime, which I mght remind you comes with a
cost. It comes with a cost both now and | ater.

You see, it conmes with a cost now
because the overtine cones at tine and a half,
double time, sonetinmes nore. So we're paying
nore. Later, because nost of those still left to
work the overtine that we're forcing upon them
are the nore experienced Tier 3, Tier 4 workers
whose pensions now -- here's the irony of al
ironies. lronically, their pensions wll be
i ncreased by the mandatory overtine we're forcing
on them because of Tier 6.

But the inpact to the current
wor kf orce and to the public goes beyond the
noney. It's also about health. It's about
safety. It's about quality of life. And | say
t hat because -- let's take a | ook at some of
t hese positions |ike DCPs, direct care

prof essionals. Now, we all know every year they
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are up here asking for help: Please, supplenent
our salaries. They are certainly not doing this
wor k for the noney.

| nmean, they are doing God' s work,
let me tell you. They do work that nobst can't
i mgi ne. They're hel ping seniors, they're
hel pi ng the di sabl ed, the severely disabl ed.
They're doing things |ike clothing them and
feedi ng them and bat hing them changi ng di apers.
They' re doing things we couldn't even inmagi ne.

You know what they're al so doi ng?
They' re burning out right now because their
caseload is through the roof. Wy? Because of
t he workforce shortage. Wy? Because of the
recrui tment problemthat we are having because of
Tier 6.

How about child protective services?
We hear all these -- again, first off, they're
not getting in this to get rich. They're getting
inthis to nake a difference and help. And you
hear all these terrible stories, these tragedies
of what happens in -- with neglect and abuse in
these famlies. And you ask yourself, why didn't
they catch this? Wy didn't sonmebody go there,
why didn't they see this was happeni ng?
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Wel |, when you have a casel oad
that's supposed to be about this high (gesturing)
and that casel oad ends up this high (gesturing),
you can't be expected to see every one. They're
overworked. They're overburdened. They are
burning out. Their casel oads are out of control.

How about corrections officers? |
spoke to the corrections officers union
presi dent, and he was saying, Man, we are -- |
nmean, we are forcing the overtine down their
throats. W have corrections officers burning
out so bad right now They' ve earned vacation
time and they need it, they want it, and we're
having to tell them |I'msorry, you can't take
that right now W're just understaffed. You
have to work a double. You have to work nore.

How s that for quality of life? And
by the way, how s that for a high-stress work
envi ronment ?

"1l bring up anot her one, one nore.
How about school social workers? Every one of us
has had superintendents and everyone comng up to
talk to us this year. And yes, the school aid's
the problemand all. But when you talk to those

superintendents and you say, Wat's one of your
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bi ggest concerns? Every one of them Mental
health. Help us with the nmental health issue.
W need nore social workers. Yeah, no kidding.
But it's not that easy to just hire
nore social workers. Again, | go back to the
recruitment and the retention issue. You know --
did you know that the school social workers, nmany
students who have | PEs, part of the IPE is that
t hey must have counseling. So what happens when
you have a shortage of social workers, they're
trying to work the I PE, but now they have a
crisis they get called to? And nobody to cover
for them so what do they do? Do they go to the
crisis -- the student that's in crisis right now,
or do they do their mandatory | PE counseling?
Well, thank God, they go to the
crisis situation. But ny point is they're
passing up a duty that's mandatory right now.
Wiy? Because there is a shortage. And that's
t he problem
Are we catching the drift here that
retention and recruitnment, those are the
probl ens? Wen these workers reach their
breaki ng points and they end up retiring, when

the Tier 3s and 4s start leaving -- as they're
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doi ng very quickly right now -- they're burning
out and they're leaving. Wat's left? The
shortage is only going to get worse.

Now, the amendnent that we're asking
for today, it doesn't fix everything. It
doesn't. And | commend the sponsor,
Senat or Jackson, on this bill. It doesn't fix
everything about it, but it's a step in the right
direction. It is a step in the right direction.

We have a chance today to tell our
| abor force and all New Yorkers that we hear you,
we want to fix it. Because we either have to fix
it or nix it, but one or the other. So today we
have the chance to take a step forward, to take a
step in helping to fix Tier 6 to help our work
force, to help our |abor force, and to help al
New Yorkers. Because as | said, it's everyday
New Yorkers who will suffer as this workforce
shortage gets worse.

W have a chance. So,
M. President, | urge you to please reconsider
this. And if not, |I ask my coll eagues,
reconsider for him Vote in favor of this being
germane. Let's take the vote. Let's send the

nmessage that we hear you, New York | abor, we hear
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you, New York workers. W are here to help you.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Mirray.

Senator Wik to be heard on the
appeal .

SENATOR VEI K: Thank you,

M. President.

The bill at hand is gernane because
it pertains to the protection and the relief to
Tier 6 enployees. W're facing a crisis in
recruiting and retaining public workers who
provi de some of the nost vital services in our
communities, including firefighters, |aw
enforcenment, direct care workers and teachers.

The deficiencies in Tier 6 nust be
addressed. And our hardworking, dedicated | ocal
and state enpl oyees have al ways had our backs,
and it's time that we have theirs.

Which is why we held hearings in
Cctober, this past Cctober, the GCvil Service
Comm ttee held hearings, public hearings, to hear
the conplaints -- excuse nme. W held hearings,
the Gvil Service and Pensions Committee, public

hearings to discuss retention and recruitment in
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civil service. And in those hearings | heard
overwhel m ng testinony that Tier 6 is just bad
public policy. 1In fact, | hear it as far as
Tier 6 sucks, which was the conmon catch phrase
t hat everybody was usi ng.

The creation of Tier 6 has becone
the |l argest obstacle in attracting and retaining
adequat e nunbers of high-quality public-sector
workers. It's tinme to fix or nix it. This is
why |'ve introduced legislation to establish a
tenporary conm ssion to devel op sound sol utions
for deficiencies in Tier 6.

In that public hearing we discussed
with so many of the agencies that canme to have
their conplaints heard that we were going to form
a conmttee to make sure that the little tweaks
and changes that could be put in place so that we
could find common ground. And that's what ny
bill is established to do, to hear those
comon-ground conplaints and to establish the
fiscal to see if it's either worth fixing or just
repeal i ng al t oget her.

And so | urge ny coll eagues to
support ny bill in introducing that |egislation.

Thank you.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2018

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senators Wik and Mirray.

| want to rem nd everybody that this
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,

pl ease restore this to the noncontroversi al

cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
will be restored to the noncontroversi al
cal endar.

Read the | ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Jackson to explain his vote.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,

M. President.

My col |l eagues, | rise as the chair
of the Civil Service and Pensions Committee, as
sonmeone that has heard the cry of nenbers in the
State of New York who work for us, basically
saying Tier 6 needs to be fixed and it needs to
be fixed now.

And | agree with ny col |l eagues who
speak about the issues and concerns that have
been expressed to themand to us. W all hear
it. And this is something that we all have to
unite and work and focus in order to make the
changes that are necessary.

So it is encouraging, in my opinion,

to hear ny coll eagues across the aisle

acknow edge the necessity of reformng the Tier 6

pensi on plan, and specifically supporting ny

proposal to reduce the final average sal ary
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cal cul ation window fromfive years to three years
for Tier 6 nmenbers.

The Tier 6, with its inferior
benefits, heightened enpl oyee contribution rates,
and increased retirenment age eligibility, has
resulted in, as ny colleagues said, we can't
recruit people. For social workers and others,
the sal ary needs to be higher.

And so all of that, in my opinion,
is civil service reform And 12,000 positions
lie vacant right nowin the State of New York
So in order for us to naybe nove Tier 6 to where
we want it to be, we need to invest, invest in
t he enpl oyees that are comng in. So that they
know t hat when they work 25, 30 years, they can
retire with a pension and with Social Security
and be able to live without trying to find a
second and third job.

So S8490, ny bill to reduce the
final average salary cal cul ati on window to three
years, was included in the Senate one-house
budget resolution. So | urge ny coll eagues
backi ng this anendnent to join our push for the
Executive's support to include this proposal in

the final budget.
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What | say to many uni on peopl e that
are pushing for this -- and | say it |loud and
clear -- | think that Tier 6 sucks. And |'ve
said it. And because it does. Because | hear it
all the way through, all around. And so | --
what | do is | turn to the people and say: Know
who your State Senator is, know who your
St ate Assenbl ynenber is, and reach out to them
and tell them how you feel about Tier 6. |If you
see the CGovernor, talk to the CGovernor about
Tier 6. So they need to be able to advocate for
t hensel ves and advocate for their enpl oyees.

So with that, Tier 6 nust be fixed,
and our public workers deserve better.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Jackson to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Martins to explain his vote.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

M. President.

First, | call -- 1 rise to support
the bill and | want to conplinment our coll eague
Senat or Ranmps for protecting call center workers.
So thank you, Senator RanoDs.

| also rise to support
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Senat or Jackson's bill and the efforts of this
house in dealing with Tier 6 once and for all.

You know, | think we're in a
position right now where we are in budget
di scussions. There are, by last count,
$14 billion that the Majority has projected that
they wish to spend over and above what the
Governor had projected. So it's very sinple. |If
we want to fix or nix Tier 6, nows the tine to
do it. Tine we put our noney where our nouths
are.

W're in the mddle of a budget
di scussion. Let's get it done. No excuses.
Five to three, sure -- but we can do better.

M. President, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Martins to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 530, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gal I'i van, Qoeracker, O Mara, Ott, Stec, Tedisco
and Weber .

Ayes, 51. Nays, 8.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
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i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President, |
t hi nk when we took up the resol utions we
negl ected to open them for cosponsorship. So
pl ease do that.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Those
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he readi ng of the suppl enental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
750, Senate Budget Bill, Senate Print 8302, an
act maki ng appropriations for the | egal
requi renents of the state debt service.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
751, Senate Print 8918, an act naking
appropriations for the support of governnent.

SENATOR G ANARI S: M. President,
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is there a nessage of necessity and appropriation
at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a message of necessity and appropriation at the
desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the nmessage pl ease signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,

nay.
(Response of "Nay.")
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
nmessage is accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 10. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the noncontroversial suppl enental
cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: There's one nore
bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: One nore
bill? Excuse ne.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
752, Senate Print 8920, an act to anend Part C of
Chapter 57 of the Laws of 2022.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a nmessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nessage of necessity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Those in
favor of accepting the nessage please signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,

nay.
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(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
nmessage i s accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the supplenmental noncontroversi al
cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: May we now t ake
up the one bill on the controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Secti on Nunmber 750,

Senate Print 8302, an act maki ng appropriations
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for the legal requirenents of the state debt
servi ce.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
O Mara, why do you rise?

SENATOR O MARA: | f Senator Krueger
woul d yield for a few questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Wil
Senat or Krueger yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Good afternoon
Senat or .

Here we are, four days before the
end of the fiscal year, when our next budget is
due. We just did two bills to extend governnment
at |east until next Thursday.

Were do we stand in the budget
process? What can we tell our constituents and
New Yor kers of where we are on the budget that's
April 1st?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | think you can
tell them M. President, that we are working
hard to reach agreenent on billions of dollars of

spendi ng and revenue.
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That since we are planning to go
home today, with Good Friday tonorrow and Easter
on Sunday, it is not realistic that we will get a
conpl ete budget done by April 1st. Nor should it
be particularly disturbing to anyone in New York
State, because | amquite confident with the work
we are doing today, both w th having done an
extender to ensure that state workers will
continue to be paid, that specific issues that
wi thout the bills we just passed m ght hit sone
kind of cliff on or before April 1st, that we are
assuring the people of New York governnent will
continue as planned, on schedule, and that this
slight delay should have no inpact on anyone's
lives.

| amoptimstic we will get to a
conpl ete budget within sone reasonabl e period of
time when we return after Easter.

The one bill | believe it's crucial
we do pass today, and it is the first of the
budget bills -- and if you track, it's pretty
much the first of the budget bills every single
year | have been in the Senate, whether it was a
Republ i can-controll ed Senate or a

Denocratic-controll ed Senate. And that is this
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bill, which very sinply says: W, the State of
New York, will continue to make our debt paynents
on borrowed noney.

It would be a disaster if we didn't
keep our conmtnents to pay our debt.
Government s al ways have debt. They're al nost
designed to have it. Particularly capital debt,
t aki ng bonds out to pay for long-term big,
expensive projects. So we have debt. Everyone's
government has debt -- cities, states, federal.

The nost inportant thing | believe
we can do today is pass this bill. Because if we
vote no on this bill, it's actually saying to the
bond markets, to people who have lent us their
noney, to investors in these conpanies who are
regul ar New Yorkers, who have made investnents in
conpani es believing that of course the State of
New York -- with a very good bond rating, thank
you -- would continue to make its paynents. |
don't even know how we woul d possi bly explain
voting no on this.

So that's why this bill is so
critical that we get this one done, even if |
don't have a better answer yet for my coll eague

on what happens with all the other budget bills
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that will follow

SENATCR O MARA: M. President, if
the Senator will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or, |
whol eheartedly agree with you on payi nhg our
bills, those bills that are now bonded for and
paynents due to continue on

However, this bill does nore than
that. This bill adds another $8 billion in
proj ected bonds, that nmay or nay not be in the
capital projects budget, which isn't done yet.
I's that correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President. Each year we conbine both the
debt paynent bill and an anticipation of what we
m ght borrow in the next year.

The Covernor has asked for the
authority to borrow as nuch as $8 billion next
year. It doesn't nmean we're going to. And in

fact, if you track previous budgets, we have seen
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we ask for nore than we actually borrow or spend
in the comng year. But it gives our governnent
the flexibility to have that authority.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: The other two
government extender bills we just passed, they
expi re next Thursday. Wy can't this debt
service obligation bill just be extended till
next Thursday?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President --

SENATCR O MARA: Gve us tinme to
conpl ete the budget.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President. Again, | think that for al
New Yorkers to sleep better at night, and for
everyone who | ends noney to the State of New York

to technically sleep better at night, it nakes
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total sense for us to do this once and have it

done.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, of the
$64.4 billion being assured in this debt service
bill, how rmuch of that is direct state obligation
as opposed to, | guess, backstoppi ng ot her
entities?

SENATOR KRUECGER: M. President,
this is all state obligation.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUECGER: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATCR O MARA: There's no
obligations we're assuring here with regards to
the MIA or the Thruway Authority or other simlar
entities?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, sir.

M. President, this has nothing to do with other
authority debt, just our state obligations.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, the state
continues to owe a debt to the federal governnent
of about $6.5 billion for the Unenpl oynent
| nsurance Fund that built up during COVID for the
massi ve unenpl oynent that occurred then.

How nuch of that 6.5 mllion debt is
assured in this bill?

SENATOR KRUECGER: That is not state
debt. The unenpl oynment systemis a separate

system And so that is not included or addressed
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inthis bill.

SENATOR O MARA: On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
O Mara on the bill.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or Krueger.

| certainly agree with
Senat or Krueger that the state needs to live up
toits obligations. But | believe it's premature
at this tinme, even though this is the way nmaybe
we' ve al ways done it. Two wongs can't continue
to make a right here in this body, as it
seenmi ngly does year after year.

There -- included in this bill is an
antici pated, vague $8 billion increase to the
debt on what mght be in the capital projects
budget bill.

W don't know what that is. W
don't know whet her we support that or don't
support that. And there's absolutely no reason
that this couldn't be extended, |ike the other
extenders, to next Thursday. O that this
couldn't be done without that $8 billion in it
and cone back and amend this at the end of the

budget, when we know what that anmount actually
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| think certainly nyself will sleep
just fine at night with a one-week extender on
this and not having this extra $8 billion of
paddi ng and debt that we don't have any idea what
it's for.

So with that, M. President, | would
urge a no vote on this at this tinme wthout those
changes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator O Mara

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
cl osed.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATCOR SERRANO M. President,
upon consent, we've agreed to restore
Cal endar 750 to the noncontroversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Upon
consent, the bill has been restored to the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 750, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco and Wi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 16.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Serrano, that conpletes the
readi ng of the supplenental cal endar.

SENATOR SERRANC | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR SERRANC | nove to adjourn
until Tuesday, April 2nd, at 3:00 p.m, with the
i nterveni ng days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On

notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
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Tuesday, April 2nd, at 3:00 p.m, with the
i nterveni ng days being | egislative.
And again: Let's go, Mets!
(Wher eupon, at 12:24 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




