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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
March 26, 2024, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, March 25,
2024, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Moti ons and resol utions.

Senator G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.

We're going to begin with sone
i nportant resolutions. W have a nunber of
i nportant guests with us today.

And in deference to our coll eagues
across the aisle, | appreciate that they sent
Senat or Lanza out so we can get started.

But for our veterans in the chanber,
we are waiting for the full chanber to be here
bef ore we honor you.

So we are going to start with
previ ously adopted Resol ution 2024, by
Senator Bailey. Please read its title and
recogni ze Senator Bail ey.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2024, by

Senat or Bail ey, conmenorating the

30th Anniversary of Nas's Illnmatic al bum
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Bai | ey.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
M. President.

| imagi ne -- what were you doi ng
when you were 20 years old? Many of us were in
coll ege, we were finding who we were. Nasir
Jones, colloquially known as Nas, was maki ng the
greatest hip-hop albumof all tinme, Illmtic.

1994 was the soundtrack to ny youth,
and many of our youth, and Nas as a storyteller
has been ahead of his tinme. In the Wiy? (Reni x)
he spoke about the CROMN Act: "Wy do school s

care about your son's braids nore than they care

for his grades?" In "Legit," he spoke about the
i ssues of black honeownership. In "I Gave You
Power," he spoke about the issues of gun control

and the rel ations.

Nas has been a griot, a hip-hop
griot, the rapid-response systemfor the streets,
for lack of a better term And if you have a
Top 5 without Nas in it, you shouldn't listen to
rap music, M. President.

But we're here to tal k about

30 years of Illmatic. 30 years ago -- again,
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like | said, the greatest hip-hop albumto ever
be rel eased was rel eased. And there were so many
gens, so many jewels in that al bum

"The Genesis" -- it begins with the
hi p- hop sound, the sound of New York City, the
trai ns happening. And when you heard the train
happeni ng, you knew that you were in for
sonmet hing. Eleven-year-old me knew | was in for
sonmet hing special. And then it goes on and on
and on. And there's so many di fferent amazing
t racks.

And | have a | ot of coll eagues that
want to speak on this, and so | just want to talk
about five years ago | spoke on the floor about
how Il I matic made it to the Kennedy Center and
how far hip-hop has gone. And how Nas, who
shares a birthday with ny ol dest daughter,

Sept enber 14th, has been an inspiration to so
many fol ks in hip-hop.

And as hi p-hop turned 50, Nas turned
50. And we would not have hip-hop inits form
wi t hout Nasir Jones.

And so | just want to say, you know,
inspirationally just saying "That buck that

bought a bottle could ve struck the lotto" -- you
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shoul d t hi nk about your deci sions.

And as | close | think about ny --

the line from"The Wrld is Yours": "M/ son, the
star will be ny resurrection, born in correction
of the wong things | did, he'll lead in right
direction.”

As ny son prepares to cone into the
worl d next nonth, | think about the world being
yours. To ny future son, the world is yours.

And to Nas, thank you for naking the
world ours, brother.

Hi p- hop forever.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Bail ey.

Senat or Ranps on the resol ution.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,

M. President.

You know, it ain't hard to tell
Nasir Jones has been the epitonme of humlity, of
talent, a perfect poet of what it's been like to
grow up in Western Queens.

| got to talk to hima little bit
this norning and tell himhow | went to buy ny
copy of Illmatic at Sound City right off

Steinway Street in Astoria so rmany noons ago.
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But what an indelible mark it left on ne and so
many Queens ki ds and beyond.

You know, it wasn't just Illmatic
that made t he Kennedy Center -- Queens nade the
Kennedy Center, because through his lyrics he was
able to convey what the generations of urban
poverty have been for so many of us trying to
make it in our own city.

And he woul d rap about the darkness
not letting us see tonorrow, how sonetinmes we can
be so enthrall ed and overwhel ned by our
chal | enges, the chall enges of our parents, and
how we can still find hope and go beyond.

And that's really what Nas to this
day represents for all of us. He's only 50 years
old -- I hope you don't mnd nme saying that. But
it's only because you have so nmuch nore life to
live and so nuch nore talent to give. Even your
| at est al bum has been a trenendous success.

And ny only hope is that there are
many nore al buns to cone that will continue to
tell the story of Queens and will continue to
allow us to enter the annals of history in nmany,
many nore ways for generations to cone.

Thank you for being such an amazi ng
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anbassador of the world's borough, the best
bor ough, Queens. And | know that you'll continue
to be a role nodel for many, many nore.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Ranops.

Senator G anaris on the resol ution.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

|"mgoing to be brief, and |I'm going
to ask -- | know a nunber of mny coll eagues al so
want to honor Nas's presence here. He has to
catch a trip out of town, so |I'mgoing to ask
everyone to speak for 30 seconds to a minute who
needs to say sonething, and then we can rel ease
hi m and then properly honor the other guests who
are with us today.

| just want to say we have a | ot of
conversation in this chanber about whether the
Bronx or Queens is the bigger |egacy for hip-hop.
But tonight | think we all know, it's Queens is
in the house here in the Senate chanber.

(Laught er; appl ause.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: And not | ust
Queens, but Queensbridge Queens, which

represented for a decade.
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And | told M. Jones earlier today |
woul d see the giant nmural of his face every tine
| woul d enter Queensbridge Houses, because they
do love himthere and appreciate the fact that he
has not only beconme very successful, but he gives
back. And he has all sorts of prograns for the
kids in that coomunity to lift thenselves up and
live better |ives.

And so |'m here to honor not just
his music but also his |legacy to Western Queens
and Queensbridge in particular, and very happy to
have you with us today.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator G anaris.

Senat or Myrie on the resol ution.

SENATOR MYRI E: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise as a kid born and raised in
Br ookl yn, and we were on the business end of
"Ether." And --

(Laughter.)

SENATCR MYRI E: -- even at the
hei ght of that conpetition, we had to recognize
the greatness that was before us.

And so | just wanted to rise to say
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t hank you for everything that you have done for
this city, everything that you have done for
young Bl ack nmen. Many of us wal ked t hrough
graduations with {singing} "I know | can/be what
| wanna be."

And you have a lasting | egacy that
is nore than hi p-hop and nore than nusic and
means so nmuch to so nmany of us. So thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Mrie.

Senator Conrie on the resolution.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you. 'l
be brief also.

There will be a | ot of things that
have been said about Nas, and there are a | ot of
things that will be said about Nas, because he is
now undertaking a najor commtnment to ensure the
future of this state in a positive way.

He's -- | was -- hadn't had a chance
to meet himbefore in person. | heard himtoday,
and his passion for what he's doing and his
passion for his conmunity is to be commended.

And his passion for maki ng sure that
Queens leads the future in a nmgjor way is to be

commended al so. | don't think | can tal k about
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the specifics on the floor because | was told
30 seconds, but thank you, Nas, for continuing to
be a great nodel

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Conrtie.

Senat or Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you.

| won't speak of the m staken view
that some have had on the origin of hip-hop, so |
will go straight to speaking of sonetines the
voi ce of the streets can becone the voice of a
generati on.

And we have managed to see that here
today. The nadness that created the conditions
that created hi p-hop were never so better
enunci ated than we had with Nas.

| would just finish by saying to
everyone that there are seven established wonders
of the nodern world. Let me introduce you to
Queens' s ei ght h.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Sanders.

To our guest, | wel cone you on

behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
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privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol uti on was adopted on March 26t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now we nove on
to previously adopted Resol ution 1589, by
Senat or Harckham read that resolution's title
and recogni ze Senat or Harckham

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1589, by
Senat or Harckham nenorializing Governor
Kat hy Hochul to proclaimMarch 29, 2024, as
Vi etnam Veterans Day in the State of New YorKk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Har ckham on the resol ution.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, M. President.

First 1'd like to thank
Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins for
bringing this resolution to the floor. | want to
t hank Senat or Scarcel | a- Spanton, chair of the

Vet erans Conmittee, and Senator Shelley Mayer for
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bei ng co-|ead sponsors of this resolution.

|"m proud to introduce this
resolution every year. As we know, this Friday,
March 29th, we will once again be observing
Nat i onal Vietnam Veterans Day. This will be the
12t h anniversary of the conmenoration, which
started in 2012.

And we know that nore than 3 mllion
Ameri cans served during that conflict, and nore
t han 58, 000 sacrificed their lives during the
war. The names of those 58,318 lives |ost are
forever engraved on the black granite panels of
the Vi etnam Menorial in Washi ngton

But today is a different day, and we
pay homage to the brave nmen and wonen who served
in the Vietnam War, knowi ng full well that they
served with tremendous courage and sacrifice.

And unfortunately our nation did not
di spl ay those sentinents when they canme hone.
They were not wel coned honme, they were not
treated wel |l --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Can | ask
for quiet in the house, please, while
Senat or Harckham has the floor. Please quiet and

respect Senator Harckham
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Thank you, Senator.

SENATOR HARCKHAM And t hey were
t he ones who took it upon thensel ves to take care
of each other. And they were the ones who took
it upon thenselves to teach our nation that we
woul d never forget succeedi ng generations of
Anerican warriors who canme back

And we thank you for that, that we
will never, ever forget warriors who serve our
country and cone back to the shaneful
di sgraceful behavior that unfortunately you had
to face when you cane back

And so today | would like to wel conme
several Vietnamveterans fromthe Hudson Vall ey
today to join this recognition with us.

M. President, we have with us today
Thom Newman, Jim McCarthy, Antonio Costella,
Lu Cal dara, Joseph Manna, Rob Rott kanp,
M chael Bergin, Brenda Ephraim Tom Brady,
Harry Sherbl om Andrew Parr, Bob Anderson
Eugene Gal |l agher, Bill Tuttle, Frank Pusatere,
Joseph Martinelli, Janes Mecca, Anthony Nazzaro,
Chester Edwards, Robert Everett Jr., and
Mel vin Satchel .

The | ast few years that we've done
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this resolution, in ny remarks | focused | think
nore on the history of the conflict and the
chal | enges our veterans faced when they cane
hone.

Today | thought | would share sone
of the bipartisan commtnment we have in this
Legi slature to our veterans, and sone of the
t hings that we've acconplished together.

W all recall that in years passed
t he Dwyer Peer-to-Peer/Vet-to-Vet Support Program
was cut out by the Governor, and it was this body
and our friends in the Assenbly who banded
together to fight to get that program back year
after year. And now not only is that no | onger
the case, but the Dwyer Programis a fixture in
t he budget. W have expanded it to every county
in New York State, and we have increased its
f undi ng.

Thanks to nmenmbers in this chanber
and our coll eagues down the hall, we have
el evated the Ofice of Veterans Affairs to a
Departnment of Veterans Affairs, a cabinet-I|eve
position with appropriate financing.

We have passed | egislation on the

Council of Equity for the Ofice of Addiction
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Servi ces and Supports to represent previously
underrepresent ed popul ations, and in that

| egi slation we specifically nmention our veterans,
to get the attention that they deserve.

And finally, | just want to nention
one piece of legislation that cane through ny
veterans advisory group -- and this is the power
of us nmeeting with our veterans -- is how do we
reach our veterans in congregate-care settings.
Whet her they be in nursing honmes, assisted
living, or even if they're incarcerated, veterans
are entitled to benefits. Their famlies are
entitled to benefits.

And in a nmeeting with the former
commi ssi oner who canme to our advisory group, we
came up with a notion that on intake in all of
t hese settings, one sinple question: Wre you
ever a menber of the arned forces? And if the
answer is yes, a state veterans service officer
is dispatched to that facility, and the paperwork
and the process starts.

And that was a result of working
with our veterans, it cane directly fromthem
and through all of us.

So those are just a few exanpl es of
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our conmitnent that we have nade to hold the bond
with our veterans.

And so today |'mproud to enter into
the record of the proceedings here the resol ution
that the State of New York wi shes to show our
Vi et nam vet erans the respect and appreciation
t hey deserve but, as we nentioned, did not always
get when they returned hone. So let it be
resolved that this body today, in its
del i berations, will recognize March 29th as
Vi et nam Vet erans Day, and to thank our brave
veterans for your honorable service to our
country.

Ladi es and gentl enmen, wel cone hone
to a grateful nation. God bl ess.

(Fromthe gallery: "Thank you.")

(Sust ai ned standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Harckham

Senator Conrie to be heard on the
resol ution.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,

M. President.
| also want to stand and thank

Senat or Harckham for continuing to make sure that
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we recall and renmenber a segnent of our society
t hat was di srespected when they -- after they
made their service to their country -- a group
that was not given the opportunity to even speak
properly to their issues for nany years.

But 1'mglad that we as | egislators,
since we've been here and since |'ve been in the
Senate, every year we've worked hard to nake sure
that we created opportunities for our Vietnam
veterans, that we found ways to create
opportunities for themto get things that they
were not getting fromthe state before.

And it's our obligation as el ected
officials to make sure that every issue that the
vet erans have, especially Vietnamveterans, are
addr essed.

So | just want to honor you today
al so. Thank you for continuing to stand up and
be fighters, continuing to be exanples in your
comunity, and continuing to | et people know t hat
even when they were di srespected, they can
continue to stand and fight for the things that
are inportant to them

| honor you. Thank you for your

servi ce.
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Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Conrtie.

(Appl ause fromgalleries.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Mayer on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
M. President.

And t hank you to Senat or Harckham
and Senator Scarcell a-Spanton and our
Majority Leader for ensuring we have this
opportunity to personally wel come and honor the
Vi et nam vet erans who have cone, nostly fromthe
Hudson Val | ey, but throughout the state. W
honor you today as we declare March 29, 2024,
Vi etnam Veterans Day in the State of New YorKk.

You know, nore than 3 mllion
Ameri cans served their country during that war.
And the nanes of those lost, as said, are forever
engraved in the black granite nenorial in D.C --
such a sonber rem nder of |oss, conm tnent and
sacrifice.

| assune everyone in this chanber
has had the opportunity to visit that nenorial

and to reflect on the degree of |oss that we had,
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and the tremendously turbulent time in which you
served.

You were young nen and wonen in your
teens and early 20s, and you carried the burden
of our national division and policy struggles.
And frankly, you canme hone and were failed by a
nation. Today we are part of the process of
maki ng that up to you, as we will continue to do
year after year to acknow edge your service, to
honor you, and to wel cone you hone.

| want to quote President
Jimry Carter when he signed the legislation to
permt the building of the nenorial in 1980: "In
honoring those who answered the call of duty, we
do not honor war, but we honor the peace they
sought, the freedons they fought to preserve, and
t he hope that they held out to a world that's
still struggling to learn how to settle
di ff erences anong peopl e and anpbng nati ons
wi t hout resorting to violence."

You served your country. W are
extraordinarily proud and honored to have you
here today. W are conmtted to serving you, not
only then but as we go forward. W owe you a

tremendous debt of gratitude. Thank you for
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joining us. And we hope you have a productive
day hearing and seeing how on a bipartisan basis
t hi s chanber honors your service.

Thank you.

(Appl ause fromgalleries.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Mayer.

Senat or Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,
Senat or Harckham to the chair, to all gathered
t oget her.

As a young post-Vietnamera Marine,
| was taught by some of you comi ng back from
Vietnam And man, you guys were -- that was sone
tough | essons that you were teaching. But it was
done with a type of love, love that said that we
| ove you so nmuch to teach you how to conme hone.
And | guess that's the greatest |ove that you can
gi ve.

But | can say that you guys were
sonme tough teachers in boot canp and ot her
places. And | guess it had to be, because what
you went through woul d toughen anyone up.

| want to alert everybody that many

peopl e, many peopl e gave sone, but sone people
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gave all. And every day that we wal k, we have to
remenber those who gave the ultimte sacrifice to
ensure that we all would be gathered here
together. And even as our country seens to be
tearing itself into pieces, | think that we
should really think nore about the sacrifice that
peopl e nade that said that we can have a country
where we can di sagree wi thout becom ng

di sagr eeabl e.

So | end by saying as |long as
Ameri ca has sons and daughters who will stand on
the wall -- and that's what we're really talking
about. The mlitary is kind of |ike fol ks who
are standing on a wall. They're separating you
from everybody who wants to take you out.

They're trying to make sure that you are -- that
you're safe. And sonetines they're in sone
terrible places to do it. And it's very, very
lonely in many of these places.

But as |long as Anmerica produces sons
and daughters that will stand on a wall and
uphol d freedom for everybody, then we'll be able
to celebrate freedomin here. And this is why we
fight so hard for the freedomto disagree, which

is part of what nakes this country great.
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Thank you for what you have done,
for what we are doing and what we will do. God
bl ess Aneri ca.

(Appl ause fromgalleries.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Sanders.

Senat or Scar cel | a- Spanton on the
resol ution.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, M. President.

And t hank you, Senator Harckham
Senat or Mayer, for putting together this
resol uti on today.

First and forenost, welconme honme to
all the Vietnam veterans here today and to al
t hose veterans who have served New York State and
this country.

As we approach March 29, 2024,
Nat i onal Vietnam Veterans Day, it is inportant to
once again honor all those who bravely served in
our Vietnam War and sacrificed, as did their
famlies and caregivers, on behalf of this
country.

Every service nmenber of the

Vi et nam gener ati on deserves a very warm wel cone
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and a thank you for your service. So that's what
we're here to do today, and to nake sure that's
never forgotten.

| also would like to thank you for
your service and dedication in creating the vet
centers that we see across this country. This is
such an inportant thing for our veterans today,
and your |egacy is hel ping veterans who are
returning home. So for that, comng froma
mlitary famly, | ameternally grateful and very
proud to vote aye on this resolution.

Thank you for your service.

(Appl ause fromgalleries.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Ashby on the resol ution.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,
M. President.

Thank you to the sponsor and
everyone supporting this resolution.

And thank you to the
Vi et nam vet erans who are in an overwatch
position behind ne, and continue to be. For
many returning veterans like nyself, it was the

Vi et nam vet erans that hel ped us find a way
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forward and continue to do so even now today.

And that is why | feel it's
important to tal k about how we coul d be doing
nore for them It's inportant to recognize the
past m stakes that our country has nmade, and |
think it's inportant to act on them

And when we | ook at how our state is
maki ng gains -- yes, we've been able to el evate
the division to a departnment. But what if | told
you that this departnment right nowis so
under funded that when we | ook at the State of
New Jersey, that has half the nunber of veterans
that New York State does, it gets three tinmes the
anount of funding?

W can't let this happen. Wen we
| ook at the vet centers that our chair was just
tal ki ng about getting absorbed by the VA we have
an opportunity and a responsibility, again, to
act in a bipartisan way to nake sure that this
doesn't happen, that we continue to fill these
needs and nove forward -- and not let it rot, not
let it fall to the wayside despite the sacrifices
of the men and wonen above ne.

So | proudly vote aye on this

resolution, and | proudly advance the ideals that

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1907

we stand for here, and continue, and hope that we
can all act and nove them forward.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Ashby.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
M. President.

| just want to salute you all for
your service -- but not just your service, what
it takes to serve. Wen you were out there,
i mgi ne that you weren't thinking about political
affiliation, race, religion. You were thinking
about maki ng sure that that person to the left or
the right of you cane honme safe, that you were
defending the flag, that you were defending
peopl e that you never nmet and |ikely never would
nmeet because of an oath that you took. An oath
that many of us don't get a chance to take. And
to my coll eagues here who have served, thank you

But thank you for doing sonething
t hat was unpopular, to say the least. But your
work was strenuous, it was difficult. It was --
| quite frankly don't know how you did it. But I

know that we are all the nore better for it, and
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how we | ook back at what you've done and how
you' ve served and the exanple that you' ve set
nmovi ng forward.

So | just wanted to take ny tinme and
t hank you, Senator Harckham  Thank you,

Senat or Mayer. And Madam Chair, thank you for
the work that you do for everybody here.

But you're not forgotten, not in
this chanber. You know, not by those of us on
this -- in this chanber, regardless of politica
affiliation, under the | eadership of
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, this chanber has done a
lot for vets and | think we will continue to do a
ot for vets -- not | think, | know we w ||
continue to do a lot for vets.

Because, quite frankly, you deserve
it. You deserve nore than 10 percent off on that
Appl ebee's. You deserve nore than just a "thank
you for your service." You deserve Veterans Day
to be, quite frankly, every single today.

Because that's the life that you |ived and quite
frankly how you served.

So thank you, thank you, thank you
for serving when people like nme could not.

Thank you, M. President.
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(Appl ause fromgalleries.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Bail ey.

Senat or Webb on the resol ution.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank all of the veterans
that are here today. And thank you to
Senat or Harckham for bringing forth this
resol ution.

As it has already been shared by
Senat or Mayer with regards to the nore than
3 mllion Americans that served our country
during the VietnamWar, | think it's inportant --
and |'ve said this in our chanber before -- that
it is our responsibility to not only recognize
your sacrifices, but your continued service that
you and your fam lies provide to our conmunities.

And so | want to thank all of you
that are here, and of course all of the
Vietnam veterans in ny district in Broone,
Cortland and Tonpki ns counties. Thank you al
for your continued | eadership. As your -- those
who were lost in the war, their names are

engraved in granite at the Vietnam Menorial in
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Washi ngton, D.C., | wanted to say that your
contributions are al so engraved in our hearts,
our mnds, and our conmtnent to advanci ng nore
policies that lift you up and support you and
your famli es.

| proudly vote aye with regards to
this resolution, and | encourage ny coll eagues to
al so do the sane.

Thank you.

(Appl ause fromgalleries.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Wbb.

Senat or Kennedy on the resol ution.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
M. President.

|*'m honored to stand here to
recogni ze this extraordinary group of nen and
wonen. |'m honored to be in your presence.

| want to thank our Majority Leader,
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for bringing this
resolution to the floor and for our chanpi ons
Senat or Harckham Senat or Mayer, for continuing
to bring on the tradition of celebrating here in
t hi s chanber the heroes of the Vietnam War on

March 29t h.
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Wor ds cannot descri be our

gratitude -- not just here in this chanber, but
as a state and as a nation -- for the sacrifice
that you all made many years ago. | was born

post-Vietnamin 1976, so | grew up in an era that
didn't know the battles that you fought. | only
heard about the war that was ragi ng hal fway
around the gl obe and of the fights that had
transpired here in our conmmunities across this
state and nati on.

As |'ve gotten ol der and | earned
nore and studi ed nore about the war itself, how
it came to be, the United States' involvenent and
t he heroes that donned the uniformand went off
to fight in a distant land in your youth, |'ve
beconme nore and nore grateful as tinme has gone by
about the sacrifices that you have all nmade to
make this nation what it is today.

And so we cel ebrate you today, but
we cel ebrate you each and every day. And | am
forever thankful for what you've done for our
nati on and every veteran that has donned the
uni form and has sacrificed so nuch -- sone that
have paid the ultimte sacrifice -- and your

famlies and their famlies, to nake this nation
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the greatest nation in the history of the world.
The Vi et nam veterans deserve a
speci al recognition because, as has been

nmenti oned, when you cane hone things were

different. It wasn't all ponp and circunstance.
It was a lot of negativity. It was a |lot of
political turmoil. That is unacceptable. You

deserved better.

And so on behal f of the grateful
community, a grateful state and a grateful
nation, | say thank you. And we are forever
i ndebted to your heroism to your sacrifice, and
to your service.

And | can tell you that nyself and
our coll eagues here are forever notivated by the
work that you've done to make this nation what it
is, and we'll do everything in our power,

i nasmuch as we can never do enough, to repay your
service and sacrifice to this nation. And us
bei ng forever indebted, we are called upon to do
what is necessary to nmake sure that you are in
the forefront of the decisions that are made here
in New York State and in this great nation

So again, | honor you, pay tribute

to you, and thank you all for your service. God
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bl ess each and every one of you.

(Appl ause fromgalleries.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Kennedy.

Senator Wi k on the resolution.

SENATOR VEI K: Thank you,

M. President.

|"mvery grateful to have this
resolution here today, and I want to say thank
you to all of our Vietnam veterans.

| thank you for your service to our
country. | thank you for the way that you've
shaped our country. | thank you for the
forgiveness in your heart and the fact that
despite the way you were received hone, you've
continued to shape our conmunities, to donate
your time, and to be outstanding citizens.

And for that | thank you so nuch
May God bl ess you all.

(Appl ause fromgalleries.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: To our
honored guests, | wel conme you on behal f of the
Senate. W extend to you the privileges and the
courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.
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(Sust ai ned standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol uti on was adopted on January 9th.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Next up is
previ ously adopted Resol ution 1965, by
Senator May. Please read its title and recognize
Senat or May.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1965, by
Senat or May, honoring Coach Felisha Legette-Jack
upon the occasion of her designation for special
recognition by the Atlantic Coast Conference as
t he 2024 Wonen's Basketbal|l Coach of the Year on
March 5, 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
May on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
M. President.

| hope there are sone people in this
chanber who had a chance to watch the Syracuse
Wnen's Basketball Teamin the NCAA chanpi onshi ps
this year. |If you saw their games, you saw
fabul ous talent, you saw sone trenendous teamwork

and, nost inportantly, you saw a teamthat never
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gave up. Al of that is a testanent to their
extraordi nary Coach Felisha Legette-Jack, who
this year becanme the first Syracuse basket bal
coach, man or woman, to be named ACC Coach of the
Year .

Coach Jack's basketbal |l career began
at Nottingham Hi gh School -- go, Bulldogs -- on
t he East Side of Syracuse before becom ng 1985's
Bi g East Rookie of the Year for the
Syracuse Orange. At Syracuse she scored
1526 points, becanme the programis all-tine
| eadi ng scorer at the time, and hel ped |l ead the
teamto their first Big East chanpi onship and
first appearance in the NCAA tournament.

She becane the first wonen's
basket bal | player to have her jersey nunber
retired in 2021, maeki ng her one of the inaugural
three female athletes at Syracuse to receive that
honor .

After graduating from
Syracuse University, Coach Jack served as
assi stant coach for the Boston Col | ege Eagl es and
head coach for Hofstra University and
| ndi ana University.

In 2016, as head coach at the
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Uni versity of Buffal o, Coach Jack |led her teamto
their first appearance in the NCAA Division
tournament. |In 2018, Buffalo nmade its first
appearance in the Sweet 16 and returned to the
Division | tournament again in 2019 and 2022.
She is the all-time w nningest coach in the
Bul I s wonen's basketbal |l program s history.

At the end of the 2022 season,
Coach Jack returned to her native Syracuse,
bringing with her athletes Saniaa WI son,
Ceorgia Wolley, and now fourth all-tine |eading
scorer point guard Dyaisha Fair.

In just two seasons in Syracuse,
Coach Jack has conpl etely revanped the program
They were projected to finish 9th this season,
but the Orange finished tied for second in
regul ar season standi ngs and then staked a claim
to future glory in their post-season tournanent.

Not only has Coach Jack inspired a
new generation of Syracuse basketball players,
she has inspired a new generation of female
athl etes across the board and raised the profile
of wonen's sports in Syracuse.

| invite nmy colleagues to join ne in

congratul ati ng Coach Jack on bei ng naned
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ACC Coach of the Year in 2024.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator My.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President.

Quite a day here in the chanber.

H p- hop and basketball together in one day, it is
an incredible achievenent. And to be the ACC
Coach of the Year, Coach Jack, is really one heck
of an acconplishnent.

The wonen's ganme, as you well know,
if we're being honest, is a better product than
the nen's coll egi ate basketball ganme right now.
It's getting the attention that it's deserved for
guite some tinmne.

And |'ve said in different contexts,
and I'Il say it again, if Brittney Giner was
pai d what she was worth, she woul d never have had
to be in Russia in the first place.

But | just want to say to
Coach Jack, thank you for your |eadership. 1've
tried to coach like nmy now 9-year-old, and it

didn't really work out. And | can inagi ne how
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hard it is to coach wonen with incredible talent
at the collegiate level, and to be able to do
SO -- to conme back to your honetown to do so at
t he excellent |evel.

Excited for you, and | | ook forward
to seeing the Orange in the Final Four very soon,
in the very near future.

Senat or May, thank you for
introducing this resolution. Go, O ange!

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Bail ey.

Senat or Manni on on the resol ution.

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thank you,

M. President.

Thank you to Senator My for
bringing forth this resolution.

And t hank you to Coach Legette-Jack
for |l eading the Orange over these past two years,
representing our area so, so well. W thank you.
As a fornmer teacher at Nottingham H gh School
|"mproud to say that | coached a few Bul | dogs.

And the Orange are back. It's
amazing to be part of the identity of Syracuse,
New York. And when the teans are playing well,

it seens |like we have a mld winter. And we had
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one this year, and that was due to the wonen's
t eam

So thank you, Coach Legette-Jack.
And t hank you -- go, 'Cuse!

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Manni on.

The resol ution was adopted on
March 19t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
at the request of the sponsors, the resolutions
we took up today will be open for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor on the
resol utions, please notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
there's a report of the Finance Commttee at the
desk. Please take that up at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the

fol |l owi ng nom nati ons.
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As conmi ssioners of the
Public Service Comm ssion: Uchenna Bright and
Deni se Sheehan.

As nmenbers of the Job Devel opnent
Aut hority: Calvin Corriders and Javi er Zapat a.

As nmenbers of the GCitizens' Policy
and Conpl aint Review Council: Roy M D ehl and
Troy Adrian Lavern'e Hurl ey.

As a menber of the Correction
Medi cal Review Board: Judith Cox.

As a nmenber of the Finger Lakes
State Park, Recreation and Historic Preservation
Commi ssion: Janmes C. Smith.

As a menber of the State Board for
Hi storic Preservation: Mlly Garfinkel.

As a trustee of the Gty University
Construction Fund: Lorraine Gillo.

And as a trustee of the Higher
Educati on Services Corporation: Jennessa Perez.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Finance Conmmttee, and ask that

you pl ease recogni ze Senator Krueger.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Al'l those
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in favor of accepting the report of the
Finance Comm ttee, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
report of the Finance Committee is accepted.

Senat or Krueger on the nom nations.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
much, M. President.

|"mvery pleased to say that all of
t he nom nees that were just read out, nom nated
by the Governor, were accepted through their
committees of origin and the Finance Commttee.

Only two were actually interviewed
by the conmttees, because they are paid, and
that is both Uchenna Bright, comm ssioner of the
Publ i c Servi ce Comm ssion, and Deni se Sheehan,
conmi ssi oner of the Public Service Conm ssion.

| think nost of the people in this
chanmber understand how critical a role the PSC
plays for us in the 21st century to ensure that
our utility systemis safe, reliable and novi ng

as quickly as possible to renewabl e as wi dely as

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1922

possi bl e.

| think both of these candi dates
proved to be extraordinary, both in their own
trai ning and experience in and out of government.

And we al ways appreciate --
including all the renaining candidates |isted
today -- the fact that New Yorkers are willing to
serve in these very often difficult and
chal I engi ng positions, nmany of whom are not paid
but do it because of their belief in our
government and where we are trying to go and the
under standi ng, including with the conmm ssioners
here today -- hi. | think we just have one here
today. W' re being joined by Deni se Sheehan,
right up there.

That they understand while they
m ght be able to do other things with their
lives, there's perhaps nothing nore val uabl e than
commtting to public service and the differences
they can make in the lives of alnobst 20 mllion
New Yor kers by taking enploynent or taking
vol unt eer positions throughout the state, county
by county, in inportant positions.

And so many people will never hear

t hese nanes again, and nmany people won't even
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know what these specific conmm ssions do -- but
they all play an extrenely role in making sure
that we have the great denocracy that we do and
continue to be representative of the peopl e of
New York and continue to deliver, as best we can,
t he best governnent for the people of New York

So | hope all of ny colleagues wll
join me in voting yes today. And again, on
behal f of the Senate, | want to thank every one
of themon this |ist for agreeing to serve, even
t hough we are just represented by one of them
today in the chanber.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Krueger.

The question is on the nom nations.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Murray to explain his vote on the nom nations.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
M. President.

You know, it's interesting, we were
sitting here and | sat and | |istened to sone

very, very inmportant resolutions that we did,
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i ndi vi dual resolutions. W recognized a mnusic
superstar. W thanked countl ess incredible
veterans. We tal ked about a basketball coach
wi th great acconplishnments. And each day we do
t hese, we do different resolutions nam ng

di fferent days, different things, individuals.

What we didn't do, we didn't do a
resolution saying let's pass a resolution
recogni zing a bunch of people who did a bunch of
things for a bunch of reasons, and let's just --
one resolution, we're good with it.

Yet here we are nominating multiple
people for nultiple positions, as the chair just
recogni zed the inportance of sone of these
positions, the PSC and ot her positions. But yet
we are taking one vote, up or down. W' re not
consi dering each individual candidate. 1It's one
vote, up or down. That is absurd.

For that reason, |'mvoting no.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Wi k on the nom nations.

SENATOR VEI K: Thank you,

M. President.

Recently a lithiumion battery
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storage facility in my area was approved despite
t he concerns of neighbors and local fire
departments. The New York State Public Service
Commi ssion cited the facility plan with fire
safety concerns, yet approved the application
anyway. And w thout the conpletion or approval
of the enmergency plan for that facility, the
appl i cati on was approved.

The New York State Public Service
Comm ssion is tasked with the role of not only
regul ating electric, gas, steam
t el ecommuni cati ons and private water utilities,
but al so providi ng assistance to consuners in
resolving disputes with these utilities. The
very nature of this comrission is to work with
the commnity. And yet they stood by and not
only ignored the public outcry, but quietly
approved the application for this facility.

For these reasons, |'mvoting no.
And | truly hope that that sends a nessage that
t he Public Service Comm ssion needs to work
harder to becone better partners with the
comunity in order to fulfill their
responsi bilities.

Thank you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Wi k.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to the
nom nati ons, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Stec,

Tedi sco, Weber and Wei k. Also Senator Cberacker.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 16.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
nom nees are confirned.

Pl ease congratul ate our nom nee
confirmed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's take up
t he readi ng of the cal endar, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
158, Senate Print 1738, by Senator Hoyl man- Si gal ,
an act to amend the Crimnal Procedure Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Bailey to explain his vote.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President.

You know, it's inmportant that we
pass this bill in general, but even nore when we
had one of the greatest hip-hop artists, wthout
argunment, of all tinme in the chanber today.

Again, as |'ve nentioned before --
and it bears repeating -- hip-hop and nany ot her
forms of nusic are ways of storytelling. They
are ways of expressing enotion, expressing
artistry through things that they see or that
they create or that may be a conbination

Art should not be crimnalized to
the level that it seens to be right now when it
comes to hip-hop nmusic being on trial. W know
Carrie Underwood didn't do all those things she

said in her song. And the reality is why do we
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believe that is the case when certain rappers
speak about certain things.

And so | amglad that we're passing

this bill in this house once again. It's a
critically inportant bill. But in light of all
of these things -- and | thank Senator

Hoyl man- Si gal for being an incredible cosponsor
here in the State Senate. And |I'm | ooki ng
forward to getting this done and signed into | aw.

| vote aye, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Bailey to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 158, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Gllivan, Hel m ng, Lanza,
Martinez, Martins, Mattera, Murray, Cberacker,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Weber and Wi k. Also Senator Giffo.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number

274, Senate Print 545, by Senator G anaris, an
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act to anend the Urban Devel opnent Corporation
Act .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
456, Senate Print 2714, by Senator Kennedy, an
act to anend the H ghway Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
529, Senate Print 2976, by Senator Myer, an act
to amend the Labor Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
579, Senate Print 3607, by Senator Wbb, an act
to amend the General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 12. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Webb to explain her vote.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,

M. President. | rise to explain ny vote.
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This | egislation amends the General
Busi ness Law to ensure that |aser hair renova
t echni ci ans recei ve state-approved educati on and
training to practice in New York State.

This is a straightforward pi ece of
| egi sl ation that ensures that |aser hair renova
technicians will follow the sane |icensing
schedul e and regul ations as the fields of nai
speciality, waxing, natural hair styling,
esthetics, and cosnet ol ogy.

Laser hair renoval is wdely
avai l able in New York State and enpl oys
approxi mately 20,000 estheticians. Many of the
med spas and small businesses that offer this
service are mnority and wonen-owned and oper at ed
busi nesses.

By stream ining the |icensure
process and providing a transition to a nore
regul ated industry, we can ensure that these
busi nesses can continue to operate in the context
of greater public protection.

This is a combnsense neasure
i ntended to provide oversight and public
protection by adding |aser hair renoval

technicians to the group of appearance
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enhancenent professionals that are al ready
regul ated by the state. W wll ensure that
New Yor kers seeking this cosnetic procedure can
do so safely.

| proudly vote aye and encourage ny
col | eagues to do the sane.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Webb to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
583, Senate Print 4071, by Senator Sal azar, an
act to anend the Correction Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
613, Senate Print 3315A, by Senator Sepul veda, an
act to anmend the Surrogate's Court Procedure Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 613, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Ashby, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel m ng, Lanza, Martinez, Oberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Palunbo, Stec, Tedisco, Wber and WeiKk.

Excuse ne. Senator Ashby in the
affirmative.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 13.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
649, Senate Print 2922, by Senator Cl eare, an act
to amend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of Novenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Cleare to explain her vote.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,

M. President.

Certain formal power relationships
in society leave all the discretion and contr ol
to one party or one group. And unfortunately, it
can invite mani pulation and collusion. This is
true in the case of interactions between a
probation officer and an individual on probation.

This bill builds upon existing | aw
whi ch provides that an individual on parole is
i ncapabl e of consent to sexual conduct with a
parole officer who directly supervises them

The bill before us sinply extends
this same inportant protection to an individual
on probation vis-a-vis their direct supervisory
probation officer.

Qur justice systemserves all of us
better when it is fair, equitable, transparent,
and deci sions nade and actions taken are beyond
reproach. This bill makes the system nore

equi tabl e and hunane, and | enthusiastically vote
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aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you. Senator Cleare to be recorded in the
affirmati ve.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
660, Senate Print 7376, by Senator Jackson, an
act to anend the G vil Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 660, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick

Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
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Murray, Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 17.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
666, Senate Print 4530, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of April.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
673, Senate Print 4505A, by Senator Liu, an act
to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
688, Senate Print 1730, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anmend the El der Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
689, Senate Print 2144, by Senator Persaud, an
act to anend the Social Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
690, Senate Print 2935D, by Senator Parker, an
act enacting the Just Energy Transition Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 690, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Martins, Mattera, Murray, Oberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wber and
Vi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 17.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
692, Senate Print 4393, by Senator Martinez, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease go to the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
456, Senate Print 2714, by Senator Kennedy, an
act to anend the H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
ober acker, why do you rise?

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you. |
was wondering if the bill's sponsor woul d answer
some questions, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,

M. President. O course.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: t he

sponsor vyields, Senator Cberacker.
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SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you.
Thank you. And thank you, Senator.

"1l start off with, Senator, what
was the genesis for this piece of |egislation?

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you very
much.  Through you, M. President.

Back in 2011 this state passed a new
Conplete Streets Law. And that |aw said that
when new projects were undertaken here in
New York, Conplete Streets principles nust be
consi dered, creating an environnment where not
j ust autonobiles but al so pedestrians, cyclists
and other forms of transportation are
accomodat ed, i ncludi ng pedestrian access.

This sort of design was put in place
as a nmmj or conponent of 2l1st-century thinking as
we are encouragi ng transportation choi ces;
rai sing property val ues; increasing connectivity
bet ween comruni ties, including vul nerable
comunities; ensuring that our kids have safer
routes to school; providing local famlies with
nore opportunities to wal k and bi ke safely.

Conpl ete Streets are designed to
ensure that safety, nmobility, convenient access

for all roadway users -- not just a focus on the
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vehicles -- are taken into consideration. This
includes, as | nentioned, our children, our ol der
adults and individuals with disabilities.

When this bill was originally
passed, there was a conponent that was excl uded
that runs contrary, | believe, to the original
intent of the bill. And this bill today cl oses
that | oophole. And it will expand the scope of
the law to ensure that nore infrastructure
projects include Conplete Streets design features
and will extend to resurfacing, maintenance, and
road preservation projects in our communities
across New York State.

SENATOR OBERACKER: WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCOR KENNEDY: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you.

Senator, in 2022 the Associ ation of
New Yor k Town Superintendents of H ghways opposed
this on the basis of that |anguage, for multiple

reasons.
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So first, were any of the town
hi ghway departnents or the Association of
New Yor k Town Superi ntendents, were they
consulted as we noved forward with the | anguage
in this new piece of |egislation?

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you.
Through you, M. President.

Yes, of course. W listened to
every partner across New York State. Qur |oca
community |l eaders in the transportation industry,
i ncl udi ng our superintendents, are always a part
of these conversations.

And while some nay be opposed,
believe that is actually -- that opposition is
based upon a m sunderstandi ng of actually the
intent of the bill and howit wll be inplenmented
in those |ocal communities.

What | will say, though, is the
| evel of support of this bill is great. It is
part of the 2022 Crash Victim Safety Act agenda,
supported by Families for Safe Streets,

Al bany Bicycle Coalition, Bike Wal k Tonpki ns,
Go Bi ke Buffalo, the National Safety Council, the
New York Bi king Coalition, Open Plans,

Parks & Trails New York, Reconnect Rochester,
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Rochester Bicycling Cub, Slow Roll Syracuse,
Transportation Alternatives, Tri-State
Transportation Canpai gn; and Wl kabl e Al bany,
anong many, many ot hers.

And | will also nmention that this
has bi partisan support, M. President.

SENATCOR OBERACKER: M. President,
t hrough you, would the bill sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCOR KENNEDY: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you.

So woul d you agree that there
potentially would be increased costs, by up to
one-third, by having these projects having to
conpl ete the Conplete Street design? Mst of the
counties, nost of the smaller municipalities do
not have in-house services when it cones to
consult -- or engineering is where | was goi ng,

t hank you. For engineering.
So woul d you agree that there would

be or could be an increase in costs to the | ocal
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muni ci palities and sonme | ocal counties?

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thr ough you,
M. President, | disagree that this cost could
rise to a third of the costs of the overal
project. As a matter of fact, quite the
contrary.

The bill back in 2011 that we're
expandi ng on today actually puts in place
protections ensuring that the costs cannot exceed
20 percent of the overall costs of the project,
to ultimately seek controlling the cost
potentially of these inprovenents that wll
enhance our | ocal communities.

That al so being said, what we are
asking for local communities to do here is to
consi der these Conplete Streets aspects of a
particular road project. So the costs may be
m ni mal , dependi ng on the project, if any at
all -- it may cost nothing -- when you're talking
about repainting lines to make access for
bi cyclists or enhancing street lighting at a
crosswal k or a nunber of other traffic-calmng
nmet hods that are either | ow cost or no cost.

We believe considering these as a

part of these projects is extrenely inportant.
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SENATOR OBERACKER: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the bill sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KENNEDY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR OBERACKER: So in light
of -- we've seen a period of like record
i nflation, including 58-plus-percent increases of
construction costs. And taking into account
maybe the rural ness of sone districts, somne
muni ci palities, sone areas where the actua
physi cal construction of a potential bike |ane
woul d be required -- again, | go back to the
coment that these costs would be m ni mal

| s there any consideration for, say,
t he rural ness of sone areas, some counties? In
my County of Otsego we have a | ot of farniand.
|"msure that we could get by without having a
bi ke path. So again, |I'mconcerned about costs
and pricing to our local nunicipalities.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Yeah, once

again -- yeah, through you, M. President, thank
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you.

Once again, there are exenptions
built into the original underlying bill that
protects these communities, not only from any
potential increase in costs but, you know,
potential for exenpting communities based on
popul ati on density or a |l ack of the need for
putting in bike lanes in a far-off, rarely used
rural road.

Wiat | will say is that we've seen
traffic violence since 2020 i ncrease
extraordinarily across the country and across
this state. |It's becone a very real problem W
hear of deaths and injuries and peopl e being
mai ned al nost on a daily basis.

According to the National Conplete
Streets Coalition, nmore than 1600 of these
Conpl ete Streets policies have been passed al
across the United States, so we're not al one here
in New York. And there are dozens of these
prograns across the state -- across the country
t hat have been put in place in response to this
increase in traffic violence.

The National H ghway Traffic Safety

Adm ni stration statistics show that there has
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been an increase of nearly 20 percent in
fatalities nationwide in just the |ast few years.
And it's these days at the highest rate in nearly
two decades. So that's just unacceptable we have
to do sonet hing about it.

This is legislation that we know is
actually working. | can tell you, based upon ny
own personal work on a project two mles long --
now, this is going back about a decade and a
hal f, M. President -- South Park Avenue in the
City of Buffalo. It was two |anes in both
di rections, parking on each side. And it was
very unsafe. You couldn't even cross at certain
times of the day.

There was a resurfacing project, a
mll-and-fill, a maintenance project that was
done, |low cost. You know what we did? W
enhanced the lighting, we put in new striping at
t he crosswal ks, we put in new bike |lanes. And
this project was enhanced. The community has
benefited i nmensely because of it. And, you
know, we're proud of that project; it's one of
many projects adhering to these Conplete Streets
desi gn protocols.

And again, this is not a mandate,
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but for considering these traffic-calmng safety
standards that are supported not only on a

bi parti san basis but |I've read into the record,
you know, many of the dozens of organi zations
across the state that have supported this

| egi sl ation.

And | will also point out that the
AARP New York al so has put forward a nenorandum
of support.

SENATCOR OBERACKER: M. President,
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Ober acker on the bill.

SENATOR OBERACKER: G eat. Thank
you, Senator Kennedy, for taking the tinme to
clarify sonme of the questions that | had.

You know, first and forenost, |I'm
not agai nst safety. | think it is extrenely
i mportant all throughout the seven counties and
the rural counties that | represent. And as a
former chairman of public works for O sego
County, | actually took a nmoment to reach out to
my former superintendent of highways, and |
asked -- | said, Do we have a calculation as to

what this could potentially add to the county, to
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t he county pavi ng budget ?

He informed nme in the best estinates
with the nunbers that he has right now, that this
woul d at | east add $50,000 per nmile when we're
tal ki ng about just a straight resurface. And
that's just for the sinple -- what we call an
overl ay.

There are 477 center lane mles in
my county. |If you start doing the math, we would
have to | ook at reducing the nunber of mles that
we woul d | ook to resurface because of these added
costs. Not only sinply the added cost, but the
added paperwork, the added neetings, which would
al ready affect a shortened climte, a certain
time in ny rural counties that we have due to
weat her to actually have our paving season. And
whi ch, again, will contribute |I think ultimtely
to reduci ng the nunber of mles paved.

Senator, | would suggest if we could
potentially think about a carveout to
muni ci palities, and we could base that on
popul ation. 1'Il throw out maybe | ess than
500, 000 popul ation could be potentially exenpt,
al l owi ng our counties, our |ocal highway supers

who know best how to not only continue to design
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with safety in mnd, but nore inportantly to take
into account the tax dollars that will be
expended for that.

Again, |'mnot against safety. But
in this case, M. President, | will be voting in
t he negative. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
beracker to be recorded in the negative.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 456, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Pal unbo, Rhoads,
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Stec, Tedisco and Wber.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
583, Senate Print 4071, by Senator Salazar, an
act to anend the Correction Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Rol i son, why do you rise?

SENATCOR ROLI SON: M. President,
t hrough you, would the sponsor yield for a couple
of questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ROLI SON: Thr ough you,
M. President. Under the provisions of this
bill, there is a provision that says "except
under exceptional circunmstances when to do so
woul d create an unacceptable risk to the safety
and security of the incarcerated individual or
staff."”

This has to do, obviously, with a
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notification being made prior to the novenent of
an indivi dual .

Who actually within the facility or
with DOCCS woul d nake that determ nation of
exceptional risk?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,

M. President, that would be at the discretion of
the departnent. The superintendent of a facility
coul d make that determ nation, for exanple.

SENATOR ROLI SON: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ROLI SON: Thank you.

In the event that an incarcerated
i ndi vidual did not want, prior to his or her
transfer, a notification, |I don't see in the bil
where they would be able to say no, | don't want
that made. Am | correct in that assunption?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,

M. President, this legislation would sinply
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allow for the incarcerated individual to nmake a
per sonal phone call before the transfer and al so
for the departnment to, through an electronic
notification such as an email, notify the
incarcerated individual's next of kin or their
famly of the transfer.

But there is nothing in this bil
that says that if the incarcerated individual did
not want soneone to be inforned outside of DOCCS
that they were being transferred, that that
woul dn't be a possibility.

SENATOR ROLI SON: So t hrough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ROLI SON: So if I'mreading
this correctly, and if | understand your
expl anation, an incarcerated individual could not
say to the Departnment of Corrections that they
did not want an electronic notification nade

prior to them bei ng noved.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1955

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
M. President, there's nothing in this
| egi sl ation that precludes an incarcerated
i ndi vidual fromsaying "I do not want ny famly
or next of kin to be notified."

SENATCOR ROLI SON: M. President, on
the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Rolison on the bill.

SENATCOR ROLI SON: | don't see -- |
don't read it that way. There is a provision in
the bill that says under an excepti onal
circunstance where notification can't be made,
that the incarcerated individual, after being
received at the other facility -- actually, a
menber of corrections woul d nake that
notification unless, at the end of the bill, the
i ncarcerated individual declines to have such a
cal | nade.

That, to nme, says once they've
al ready been noved. | don't see it where the
i ncarcerated individual would be able to say "I
don't want anybody notified prior."

However, the nobst dangerous tine for

corrections staff and incarcerated individuals is
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when they are being noved, especially when they
are being noved outside of the facility, whether
to court, whether to the hospital, or whether to
anot her facility.

And because of that reason, and |
bel i eve some of the vagueness in this bill, 1"l
be voting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Rolison.

Senat or Stec, why do you rise?

SENATOR STEC: WI1l the sponsor
yi el d, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you, Senator.

Wiy is it inportant to allow an
inmate the opportunity to call prior to their
transfer? Wiy is that inportant?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
M. President. Often under current |aw an
individual's famly is unaware even after,

actual ly, they have been transferred to anot her
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facility. They're unaware beforehand.

And this is a problem because
especially for famlies who maintain cl ose
contact with their | oved one who is incarcerated,
who want to visit their | oved one who is
i ncarcerated, they may show up at the facility to
try to visit their |oved one -- naybe they have
to travel a great distance to do so and are
i nconveni enced by this -- when they show up at
the facility to try to visit their |oved one,
they then learn that their | oved one has already
been transferred, that they're not even there.

That woul d obvi ously cause them a
| ot of distress. W've heard these reports from
the famlies and | oved ones of incarcerated
i ndividuals, and that is sonething that this bill
seeks to address.

SENATOR STEC: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Under current | aw,
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inmates are allowed to make contact to | oved ones
upon arrival at a transferred facility?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
M. President, they are permtted within 24 hours
of arriving at the facility, after they've
arrived. However, that does not always happen.

And additionally, if they are only
al l oned to nmake one personal phone call 24 hours
after arriving at a facility, this still could
fail to informtheir famly, provide them
adequate notice so that they would actually know
where the incarcerated individual is or even that
t hey sinply have been noved fromthe previous
facility.

SENATOR STEC: | f the sponsor would
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: So we're talking
about a 24-to-36-hour wi ndow, fromthe day before
they nove to the day they get to where they're

goi ng, that they may not have the opportunity --
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do you have any know edge -- does DOCCS have data
or do you or your advocates have any data as to
how often it happens that ships cross in the
night and a famly nmenbers finds out, after
traveling hundreds of mles, that | just m ssed
hi m by a day and now they've been -- | mean, how
often does that happen? Once, twi ce, a hundred
times a year?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,

M. President. While we do not have data on
this, it happens often enough that anecdotally we
hear about this being a problemfromthe |oved
ones and famlies of incarcerated individuals.

SENATOR STEC: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Do you have any
reason -- do you understand why the current |aw
is the way it is? |s there a reason why
presently inmates are not allowed to nmake a phone

call before they're transferred -- transported?
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SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,

M. President. | don't know why the current |aw
fails to provide for this, but that is exactly
why it's inmportant for us to pass this bill and
seek to change the | aw

SENATOR STEC: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Can you inagine a
reason why corrections, in the interests of
public safety, m ght not want dangerous convicted
felons from nmaki ng a phone call prior to their
transfer to another facility? Can you inmagine
t hat ?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,

M. President, | absolutely can inagine that.

Which is exactly why in the text of
the legislation it says "except under exceptional
circunstances when to do so would create an
unacceptable risk to the safety and security of

incarcerated individuals or staff in the
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facility."

SENATOR STEC: | f the sponsor woul d
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Yes, will
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Is this proposed
legislation in the interests of public safety, or
is public safety at all conprom sed with this
| egi sl ati on?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,

M. President, public safety is not at al
conpromi sed with this |egislation

| think it's very inportant -- we
know, actually, that it is inmportant for
i ndi vidual s while incarcerated to naintain
contact with their support system and that that
isin the interests of public safety. It
certainly is in the interest of making sure that
a famly -- people who are supporting an
incarcerated individual fromthe outside, it's in
their interest.

And so | absolutely think that this
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isin the interest of public safety for us to do
t hi s.

SENATOR STEC: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: I n preparation for
this | egislation, have you spoken with anyone
that is in the enploy of the Departnent of
Corrections that has advocated or requested this
| egislation? What is the comm ssioner in his
of fice have to say about this proposal? Wre
t hey consulted? And do they agree?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,

M. President, the conm ssioner of DOCCS
typically does not conment on pending | egislation
and did not conment either in support or in
opposition to this |egislation.

And that's typical also for others
who are enpl oyed by the Departnent of
Corrections.

SENATOR STEC: W11l the sponsor
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yield for one nore question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Are you aware of any
i nstances in the country that have been in the
news that have involved phone calls that were
made by inmates prior to transport and then
i nvol ving that phone call arranging for their --
for an escape, where people were killed recently?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,

M. President, no.

Certainly not -- and | will note
just again that this bill does nake an exception
in circunmstances when nmaking the call, allow ng
for the call to be nade, allowi ng for the
notification to be nade would create a risk to
the safety and security of individuals or staff.

SENATCR STEC: M. President, on
the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Stec on the bill.

SENATOR STEC: In my 12 years in
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the Legislature, and in four years here in this
chanmber, 1've seen a constant erosion of our
public safety and an attack on our crim nal
justice system specifically in the area of
corrections.

| amnot at all concerned with
whet her sonmebody gets to nmake a phone cal
24 hours sooner or later. To ne, it's -- that's
not inportant to me. Wiat's inportant is public
safety, the safety of our corrections officers,
the safety of the public.

| amtired of komow ng to
crimnals, a crimnal elenent, the takers of
society, and putting our own residents' |ives and
safety at risk, to hell with the taxpayer
attitude and the crine victins.

This has got to end. This is a
ridiculous bill. [I'll be voting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Stec to be recorded in the negative.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng -- Senator Krueger, why do
you rise?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Whul d t he sponsor
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pl ease rise for a question or two?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

So |'m confused, because | think you
were asked nultiple tinmes and answered that if
there is any concern that allowing a prisoner a
call to a famly nmenber prior to novenent, that
that potentially would put anyone at risk, that
t hey woul d not be able to do it.

As | -- was | understandi ng your
answer correctly?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,

M. President. Yes, that is correct.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR KRUEGER: So |'ve seen data
on how nmuch better people do when they return to
the community if they' ve been able to continue
relationships with their famly. And it's
actually very inpressive how much better they do
with not going back to a life of crinme if they' ve
been able to continue a relationship with their
famly.

And | know you answered the question
was there a recent incident where your |aw woul d
have put soneone at risk. But are there any
stats on how many prisoners are noved per year in
New York State and how many of themin fact then
successfully escape during those noves?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,

M. President. While | don't readily have data
on this, I amnot aware of any incident in recent
hi story where as a result of soneone being
transferred or their famly being notified after
the fact of their transfer, that there was any
risk posed to public safety or any other negative
consequence to the public as a result.

SENATOR KRUEGER: On the bill,

M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
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Krueger on the bill.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | appreciated the
debate because it nmade clear to ne why this is
actually an excellent bill: That it wll
i ncrease the possibility of prisoners to be able
to continue relationships with their famly when
t hey nove from place to place, which happens
during incarceration, and increases the
i kelihood that they will be able to be
reabsorbed into their famly structure when they
| eave prison, which absolutely decreases the
i kelihood they becone a recidivist.

And while |I've seen TV shows and
novi es that seemto be based on soneone being
noved and then -- | don't know, usually there are
cartels involved, not famly nmenbers, in the TV
shows |'ve watched, where the cartel cones and
hel ps them escape. | just don't think that is a
public service crisis or a public safety crisis
in our state. |'mnot even sure that that ever
happens, other than it makes for a good TV show.

So | have to say | think it is in
the best interests of public safety. And of
course we al so know t hat when prisoners

understand that there is a future ahead of them
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t hat good behavior in prison will increase the
chances they get out, that doing things that
i mprove their understanding of their
responsibility for why they ended up in prison,
but what it will take for themto actually be
rel eased back into the community, increases
safety for corrections officers when they're in
pri son and decreases the risk of recidivismwhen
t hey | eave prison.

And | think that this is a very
t houghtful and carefully constructed bill. And
"' mnot concerned at all about any new risks to
public safety. And | want to thank the sponsor
for the bill, and I'mproud to vote for it.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Krueger.

Are there any ot her Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
now cl osed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it

shal | have becone a | aw

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1969

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Cleare to explain her vote.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to thank Senator Sal azar for
bringing forward this very inportant bill.

Al too often in ny district | have
had fam lies, nothers, travel great distances
with children, leaving at early hours in the
norni ng, incurring great costs and great
difficulty, only to get to a facility and be told
that their |oved one was noved the night before,
days before.

This is a nmajor inconvenience. |It's
a lot of noney to travel. Famlies should not be
puni shed because they want to be in touch with
their | oved ones. |'ve heard stories of
grandnot hers, elderly, getting on buses,
traveling hours at atine to find out that their
| oved one is gone, without the courtesy of even a
phone call.

| think this is a very inportant

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1970

bill. It will allowfamlies to be able to stay
united, and it won't bring further costs and
further hardship on very, very inpoverished and
di stressed famlies to begin wth.

| thank you, and | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Cleare to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Rivera to explain his vote.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,
M. President.

Just a couple of conments. It seens
that some of ny coll eagues, sadly, will never
| eave the nmentality that says that someone shoul d
be judged for the worst thing that they ever did.

Some of ny coll eagues al so seemto
believe that every single person who has ever
conmmtted a crine and been convicted of one --
let's assunme that the crimnal |egal systemis
perfect, so therefore every single person who's
ever been incarcerated is absolutely at guilt for
what ever they did -- they assunme that they are to
be forgotten, that they should be thrown away,
that they should be |ocked in a box and never to
be spoken of again.

Some of ny col |l eagues continue to
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ignore the fact that the overwhelmng nmajority of
peopl e who are incarcerated are going to return
to our nei ghborhoods. They are our nei ghbors.
Most of them are our neighbors, not y'alls. But
some of them are our neighbors. They're our

fam |y menbers.

And their connection to their
famlies means that they're going to be able to
stay within the boundaries of society. 1've said
it many times: |If sonmebody has paid for the
m st akes that they have nmade, they should not be
judged strictly by the last or the worst thing
that they ever did. But apparently ny
col | eagues, sone of them can't seemto forget
t hat .

So I'mvery thankful for Senator
Sal azar's bill on this. [I'mvoting in the
affirmative. And |I'mthankful for her |eadership
and the | eadership of many others in definitely
changi ng the policy and the m ndset that has
driven policy that for nmany years has just nmade
it so that people who are incarcerated should be
thrown away. They're not. They're people.

They' re incarcerated people.

Thank you, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Rivera to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick to
expl ain her vote.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, M. President.

We have a responsibility to bal ance
public safety with what's going on. The bil
requires, it says the word "shall." There is a
requirenent to notify famly even if the inmate
doesn't want it, regardl ess of what the sponsor
said. Looking at the |anguage of the bill,
that's what it says. There's a requirenent. So
even if the inmate says no, they nust notify
t hem

Nunber two, if we are putting this
bill on the floor, we should have information,
statistics, sonething to show that there is a
need for this bill, that there's been a request,
and that there's data to support what we're
doi ng.

Yes, there's sone people that have
had this experience, and that's terrible. But
unl ess we have sone data, why are we putting

peopl e at risk? Wat about the correction
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officers that are put at risk when you nove a
transferred i nmate? W have to bal ance those
t hi ngs.

And | think it's irresponsible to be
passing legislation without data to support it.
"1l be voting in the negative.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick to be recorded in the
negati ve.

Senat or Ranos.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,

M. President.

You know, so many of us in this
chanber are parents, and we hope to raise our
children to be the best possible nmenbers of
society. But sonetinmes, unfortunately, people
end up engagi ng in wongdoi ng and payi ng the
price for it.

And | think for those who are voting
in the negative, it is ny hope that none of your
chil dren and none of your famly menbers find
t hensel ves in these situations, because then your
negative vote is going to conme back and bite you

Thank you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Ranos to be recorded in the affirmative.
Senat or Sal azar to explain her vote.
SENATOR SALAZAR: Thank you,
M. President.

| will remind nmy colleagues that the
bill does account for situations when the
superintendent of the facility can say, | think

that there is an unreasonable risk to the safety
of individuals or to staff in the facility to
allow for this, and therefore I"'mnot going to
allow for this.

That includes the safety of the
i ncarcerated individual thenself. So that's a
very inportant consideration.

But | think that our -- we really
need to consider how painful it is for famly
menbers, for |oved ones of an incarcerated
i ndi vi dual, when not only are they
i nconveni enced, nmaybe they -- it's costly for
themto go across the state to visit their |oved
one. Maybe they had to take time off of work in
order to do so. They show up at the facility and
not only do they not get to see or communi cate

with their |oved one who's incarcerated, but they
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don't even know where they are.

That is a pain that | cannot inagine
experiencing if | were a parent with a child who
was incarcerated. And that's a pain that we
don't want people to have to experience. It's
unnecessary, and it's preventable. And that is
one of the things that this legislation seeks to
prevent .

And | thank the Majority Leader and
nmy col |l eagues for their support in once again
passing this | egislation.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Sal azar to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Rhoads to explain his vote.

SENATOR RHOADS: Yeah, every
situation that involves the transport of a
prisoner is a situation that puts correction
officers at risk. It is their nost vul nerable
time.

And | don't see how allowi ng a
pri soner to make a phone call to their famly
menbers after they've arrived at the destination
breaks down the fam |y nexus and nakes it

i npossi ble for themto have a productive life
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once they get out of whatever correctional center
or prison that they're in.

It is placing unnecessary risk on
correction officers. It provides the opportunity
to signal where they're going, potential routes
that may be taken.

And while the bill may provide
exclusions for situations where the warden or
adm nistration at a particular facility may think
that it places the officers at extraordinary
risk, it ignores the fact that anytine there's
the transport of a prisoner it puts correction
of ficers at risk.

Sol will be voting against this
bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Rhoads to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Bailey to explain his vote.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President.

Not one person in this chanber woul d
make a trip of over 100 mles or over 50 mles
wi t hout notifying one of their |oved ones. How
dare we |ike cast aspersions upon individuals who

want to do that.
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And again, I'mgoing to read from
the statute again. Senator Sal azar, thank you
for the bill. | just want to be very clear and
read the statute again: "Except under
exceptional circunmstances when to do so would
create an unacceptable risk to the safety and
security of incarcerated individuals or staff."”

None is as blind as who will not
see. | vote aye, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Bailey to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 538, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Martins, Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
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further

busi ness at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is

no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to adjourn

until tonorrow, Thursday, March 28th, at

11: 00 a. m

nmoti on,

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: On

t he Senate stands adjourned unti l

Thur sday, March 28th, at 11:00 a. m

(Wher eupon, at 4:46 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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