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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

March 25, 2024
3:49 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR ROXANNE J. PERSAUD, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will cone to order.
| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.
(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.
(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Readi ng
of the Journal
THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Sunday,
March 24, 2024, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday, March 23,
2024, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.
Presentation of petitions.
Messages fromthe Assenbly.
The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or St avi sky
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Hi gher Education, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 7716A and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
6112A, Third Readi ng Cal endar 233.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: So
or der ed.
Messages fromthe Governor.
Reports of standing conmttees.
Reports of select conmmttees.
Communi cations and reports from
state officers.
Motions and resol utions.
Senator G anaris.
SENATCOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
Madam Pr esi dent .
| offer amendnents to the follow ng
Third Readi ng Cal endar bills:
By Senator Rivera, page 9,
Cal endar 234, Senate Print 7872;
By Senator Harckham page 30,
Cal endar 538, Senate Print 5331;
And al so by Senator Harckham
page 40, Cal endar 657, Senate Print 6752.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

anendnents are received, and the bills wll
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retain their place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up previously adopted Resol ution 1982, by
Senat or Thonas, read its title, and recognize
Senat or Thonas.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1982, by
Senat or Thonmas, congratul ating Dr. Deborah L.
Wbrt ham upon the occasi on of receiving the
Superi ntendent Award at the National Conference
of the American Association of School
Adm ni strators.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Thomas on the resol ution.

SENATOR THOVAS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| know in all our districts there
are some extraordinary teachers, principals and
superintendents who are putting everything
t hey' ve got into making sure our kids are getting
a great education. But today | have with us the
Superi ntendent of the Year, from Roosevelt School

District in nmy neck of the woods, Dr. Deborah
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Wor t ham

It's not just me calling her the
best, but the National Conference of the Anerican
Associ ation of School Adm nistrators. They
actually do that.

Dr. Wortham joins us in the chanbers
today with her husband, after being recognized
wi th the highest honor a superintendent can
receive at the 2024 National Conference. This
honor exenplifies all that Roosevelt has
achi eved and continues to achi eve when gui ded by
strong | eadershi p, support, and conmunity.

In 2013 she becane the first locally
el ected superintendent for the Roosevelt Free
School District after the state took it over in
2002 because of | ow acadeni c performance and
financial distress.

Her strong | eadership hel ped the
Roosevelt School District reach new academ c
hei ghts, including significant increases in
standardi zed test scores, an all-tinme-high
graduation rate, and bringing all three of the
district's elenentary school s’ designations from
"state takeover" to "good standing" by the

New York State Education Departnent.
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|"ve gotten to know Dr. Wbrt ham
firsthand over the last few years, and it's clear
that her visionary | eadership as superintendent
of the Roosevelt School District has enriched the
lives of countless students, educators and
comunity nenbers. She understands the power of
education and has successfully inpl enented
policies to make sure students get the best
education possible and skills they can take for
their future.

Dr. Wortham your conpassion,
integrity, and visionary | eadership serve as an
inspiration to us all, rem nding us of the
prof ound di fference that one individual can nake
in the lives of nmany.

| am so proud to represent this
amazi ng school district and of course gloat to
all of you today how | have the best
superintendent as well. W extend our deepest
gratitude and congratul ations on this
wel | - deserved honor.

Congratul ati ons, and wel cone to the
chanber, Doctor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD:

Dr. Wortham on behalf of the Senate, | wel cone
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you to the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol uti on was adopted on March 19t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
Senat or Thonmas woul d |like to open that resol ution
for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor of the resol ution,
pl ease notify the desk

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he readi ng of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 213,
Senate Print 7830A, by Senator Persaud, an act
establishing a fiscal cliff task force.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 52.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
233, Assenbly Print Nunmber 7716A, by
Assenbl ynmenber Hyndman, an act to anend the
Educati on Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 52.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
260, Senate Print 1181, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 52.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
pl ease tenporarily lay aside this next bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
will be tenmporarily laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
351, Senate Print 7205, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
432, Senate Print 1087, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 52.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
555, Senate Print 1398, by Senator Liu, an act to
anend the Adm nistrative Code of the Cty of
New Yor k.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 555, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Giffo, Martins, Mttera,
Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 35. Nays, 17.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
571, Senate Print 1471, by Senator Breslin, an
act to anmend the Insurance Law and the
Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 9. This
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act shall take effect on the 270th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 52.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
591, Senate Print 1360, by Senator Kennedy, an
act to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 52.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
686, Senate Print 1198, by Senator Rivera, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 52.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we now
remove the tenporary |ay-aside on Cal endar 262.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
a substitution at the desk

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Hi nchey
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on

Fi nance, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 6583A and
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substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
1480A, Third Readi ng Cal endar 262.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
262, Assenbly Bill Nunber 6583A, by
Assenbl ynmenber Shrestha, an act to anmend the
Executi ve Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 52.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we now nove
to the controversial cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
351, Senate Print 7205, by Senator Conrie, an act
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to amend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent, |
bel i eve there's an amendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick to be
hear d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

Madam Presi dent, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that Senator Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick be
heard on that appeal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick may be heard.

Senat or ?

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

| rise to appeal the ruling of the

chair. The proposed amendnment is germane to the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1778

bill at hand because the bill at hand creates
penalties for theft and nmy amendnment will anend
t he penal code to address the growi ng theft of
property by squatters taking over people's hones.

There have been several high-profile
reports of squatters recently, particularly on
Long Island and New York City, including the
horrific case where two suspected squatters were
arrested for beating a wonan to death inside a
New York City apartment and then stuffing her
body into a duffel bag.

Particularly in a state |ike
New York that offers sone of the nost
tenant-friendly laws in the nation, it is
entirely illogical to offer simlar protections
to squatters. The nere notion of so-called
squatters' rights is nonsensical and is having
devastating effects on property owners who are
forced to continue paying real estate taxes,
possi bly a nortgage, and ot her expenses while a
squatter wongly occupies their property.

| f someone steals your credit card
information, they don't get to keep using your
credit card under credit card scammers' rights.

| f someone steals your car, they don't get to
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keep driving it under carjackers' rights.

Wiy is New York State all ow ng
people to remain in honmes they have no right to
occupy in the first place? Wy are we rewarding
wrongdoers with legal rights?

These | aws that favor crimnals have
given rise to online foruns that encourage people
to take over properties by squatting, even going
so far as to provide squatting howto guides
onl i ne.

My anendnment woul d meke it clear
that squatters and those who occupy property
wi t hout perm ssion fromthe owners are not
treated as tenants and have no right to remain on
t he property.

Until our policies stop favoring
crimnal behavior, cases such as these will only
continue to get worse.

For these reasons, Madam Presi dent,
| strongly urge you to reconsider your ruling and
for all of mnmy coll eagues to support adopting this
comonsense anmendnent .

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank

you, Senat or.
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| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: A show
of hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

We've agreed to restore this bill to
t he noncontroversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
restored to the noncontroversial cal endar.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to adjourn
until tonorrow, Tuesday, March 26th, at 3:00 p. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, March 26th, at 3:00 p.m

(Wher eupon, at 4:03 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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