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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

March 19, 2024
3:27 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR SHELLEY B. MAYER, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Readi ng of
t he Jour nal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
March 18, 2024, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Sunday, March 17,
2024, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| nove to adopt the Resol ution
Cal endar, with the exception of Resol ution 2002.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al'l those
in favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar,
with the exception of Resolution 2002, please
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's now take
up Resol ution 2002, by Senator Martinez, read its
title and recogni ze Senator Martinez.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 2002, by
Senat or Martinez, welcom ng and paying tribute to
David GIl, the Consul General of Germany in
New York State, upon the occasion of his visit to
the New York State Capitol on March 19 and 20,
2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Martinez on the resol ution.

SENATCOR MARTI NEZ: Good afternoon,
Madam Presi dent. And thank you all for being
here today to wel come our Consul General today.

And it's a pleasure to introduce
him Consul Ceneral David GII from New York --
born in the 1960s in the forner German Denocratic
Republic, where his journey enbodies the spirit
of resilience and determ nation.

Deni ed the opportunity to attend
public schools or university for politica
reasons, he initially trained as a plunber before
finding an opportunity to pursue higher education
t hrough classes run by the church, which were not
recogni zed by the Conmuni st reginme at that tine,
bef ore becom ng a student of theol ogy.

Through his passion for civil and

human rights, Consul Ceneral G || served as
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chai rman of the Normannenstrasse Citizens

Comm ttee and woul d eventual ly oversee the

di ssolution of the East German Mnistry of State
Security, commonly known as Stasi. After Gernan
reuni fication, Consul CGeneral G| served as
spokesperson and head of the research division of
t he Federal Conm ssioner for the Stasi Files,
before studying | aw i n Phil adel phia and ot her
cities.

Consul General G Il served Germany
in several capacities, including as State
Secretary and Chief of Staff to former Gernman
Federal President Gauck in 2012, prior to finally
begi nning his diplomatic career in 2017.

Today, as German Consul GCeneral in
New York, Consul General Gll's work focuses on
mai ntai ning strong ties between Germany and the
United States, based upon those allies' shared
denocrati c val ues.

| had the pleasure of visiting
Germany in Cctober, and it was an amazing city --
amazing country. | visited both Berlin and
Muni ch, and the hospitality that this country
gave to ne and others who visited was just

amazi ng, and aside fromthe food bei ng delicious.
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But it was nice to see different cultures across
the world and across our world honestly, and how
things are simlar and differ but yet, at the end
of the day, we're all one society.

And | just want to thank you for
bei ng here today and for opening the doors to
many of us, not just here in New York but abroad.
And | hope to visit again. But thank you so much
for com ng here today.

And, Madam Presi dent, please join ne
in wel comng Consul General GII to the Capitol
of this great state.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Fernandez on the resol ution.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you.

Vel |, danke schon, Madam President. Danke so
much for this nonent, this opportunity to wel cone
our new friend, the Consul General of Germany
here to our State Capitol to see how we do this
wor K.

| was on that trip as well, and it
was an anmmzi ng experience. |'ve shared one of
the visits that we did in Germany, in Minich, at
Canp Dachau. And the conversation just around

how Germany has been able to cone back froma
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pl ace that was so dark to now a place that is so
wel coming to everyone in the world is truly
remarkable. And | thank themfor that education,
t hat experience, and |I'm so happy to wel conme t hem
t oday.

So wunderbar, you nade it to
New York, to Al bany!

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: To our

guest, Consul General David GIlI, | welcone you
on behalf of the Senate. Please rise -- you are
risen -- and be recognized. W extend to you the

privileges and courtesies of the house.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now | et's take
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up previously adopted Resol ution 1829, by
Senat or Kennedy, read its title and recogni ze
Senat or Kennedy.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1829,
by Senator Kennedy, nenorializing Governor
Kat hy Hochul to proclaimMrch 2024 as
Bl eedi ng Di sorders Awareness Month in the
State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Kennedy on the resol ution.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise today to recognize this
nmont h, March 2024, as Bl eeding Di sorders
Awar eness Month in New York State.

|"d like to welcone to the gallery
here today a coupl e of wonderful advocates for
the New York State Bl eeding Disorders Coalition:
The coordi nator, Jessica G aham who's also the
presi dent of the Bl eeding D sorders Advocacy
Net work, as well as Bob Graham who is the public
policy director for the coalition.

Yest erday we were joined by a nunber
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of other advocates fromthe Buffalo area: M kel
Lew s- Myree; Ma-I|sabella Samuel ; Taraca Myree,
who is the nother of Mya and M kel ; Marl ene

Gol den, the grandnother of Mya and M kel ;

John Al dui no; and Arianna N chel son.

Now, they were here to make sure
that the awareness of these bl eeding disorders is
made very clear through this nonth, because it's
so personal for so many New Yorkers, one in a
hundred of which are affected by bl eeding
di sorders, including a variety of genetic
conditions -- henophilia, von WIIebrand di sease,
sickle cell anem a, and platelet disorders, just
to nane a few

As recently as the 1960s, there was
no treatnment for people with bl eeding disorders.
And those with serious synptonms such as prol onged
bl eedi ng, debilitating joint and nuscl e danage,
organ failure, often have a very limted life
expect ancy, sonetines only upwards of 40 years.
But fast forward to today, and there's hope.

Wth the right treatnent, people diagnosed with
bl eedi ng di sorders are leading full, productive
lives.

Part of that is due to the
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advancenent in nedicine and research that's

prof oundl y inpacted what we know about these

di sorders and how we treat them And the other
part is credited to early diagnosis, proper care,
and ensuring that patients have access to

nmedi cati on and services that they need.

Wth all of these ways that we're
i mprovi ng individuals' lives with bl eeding
di sorders, it revolves around awareness. So by
recogni zing March as Bl eedi ng Di sorders Awareness
Mont h, New York's aligning itself with the
Nat i onal Bl eedi ng Di sorders Awareness Mbont h.

And fostering this public awareness,
and under standi ng these disorders with the hope
of educating New Yorkers about the synptons and
encouraging early detection and treatnment, wll
hel p to save and enhance lives here in this great
st at e.

The Nati onal Henophilia Foundation
i S encouraging our greater conmunity to start the
conversation this nonth, and that's exactly what
we' re doing here again today. And | encourage
our col |l eagues, Madam President, to join with us
to start this conversation and potentially save

lives.
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Wth that, Madam President, | thank
you and | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on
February 27th

Senator G anaris.

But before that, to our guests,
wel comre you on behalf of the Senate. W extend
to you the privileges and courtesies of the
house. Please rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: As |
not ed, the resolution was previously adopted on
February 27th

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
at the request of the sponsors, the resolutions
are open for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor on the
resol utions, please notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up

t he cal endar.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 84,
Senate Print 935, by Senator Kennedy, an act to
anmend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
151, Senate Print 8109, by Senator Mannion, an
act to anend the State Admi nistrative Procedure
Act .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
216, Senate Print 1303B, by Senator Parker, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 216, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,

Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Lanza, Martins, Mirray,
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Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco
and Wi k.

Ayes, 48. Nays, 13.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
217, Senate Print 1851B, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 217, voting in the negative:
Senator Giffo.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Correction. In

relation to Cal endar 217: Ayes, 61. Senator
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Giffoin the affirmati ve.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

218, Senate Print 2432, by Senator Conrie, an act

to amend the Public Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 218, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Palunbo, Wber and Wi k.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
266, Senate Print 2623A, by Senator Parker, an

act to direct the Departnment of State and the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1520

Public Service Comm ssion to jointly study and
report upon the provision to consuner credit
reporting agencies.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 266, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Martins, O Mara and Ott.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

277, Senate Print 1104, by Senator Conrie, an act

to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This

act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
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shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
293, Senate Print 4882, by Senator Myer, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 293, those Senators voting in the

negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
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Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
296, Senate Print 6557A, by Senator Mayer, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Borrello to explain his vote

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| understand that the idea here is
to create sone kind of a standard annual anal ysis

of the return on equity for utilities. But
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even -- this is being sold as a way to, | guess,

| evel the playing field, but the reality is it is
going to hanmstring not just the PSC, but also the
utility conpanies as they conme in to negotiate
their rate negotiations.

So really this is going to be --
it's going to hinder both sides, in nmy opinion.
That's why |' m opposed to this.

But really when you enter into a
negoti ation, when you're trying to negotiate
something as inportant as a rate that's going to
af fect hundreds of thousands of people, you want
to go in there knowi ng that each side has their
determ ning point, their starting point, and
they're going to neet in the mddle.

This will handcuff them and make it
unable for themto really, | think, fairly
negoti ate good rates on behal f of the ratepayers.

So I'll be a no. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 296, those Senators voting in the

negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrello, O Mra,
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Ott, Palunbo, Tedisco, Wber and Wi Kk.

Ayes, 53. Nays, 8.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
297, Senate Print 6710, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
324, Senate Print 1147A, by Senator Krueger, an
act to anmend the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
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act shall take effect on the first of April.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 324, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Miurray, Oberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wber and Wi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
348, Senate Print 258, by Senator Serrano, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1526

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 348, those Senators voting in the

negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,

Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,

Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
419, Senate Print 2496, by Senator Mannion, an
act to anend the Social Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

453, Senate Print 8456, by Senator Rivera, an act

to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
469, Senate Print 3409, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it

shal | have becone a | aw
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 469, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Martins, Mattera, Murray, Oberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
476, Senate Print 2016B, by Senator Krueger, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
619, Senate Print 7516, by Senator Sal azar, an
act to anend the Judiciary Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes --
oh, Senator Serrano, that conpletes the reading
of today's cal endar.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you. Can
you please go to the reading of the controversi al
cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
476, Senate Print 2016B, by Senator Krueger, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or

Lanza, why do you rise?
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SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent, |
bel i eve there's an anmendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick to be
hear d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

Madam Presi dent, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that Senator Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick be
heard on that appeal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The appeal
has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick may be heard.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

| rise to appeal the ruling of the
chair. The proposed amendnment is germane to the
bill at hand because the bill at hand creates
provisions that will increase the cost of
electricity for famlies, and ny anendnment |limts

t he inmpact those costs will have and ensures we
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have a conprehensi ve anal ysis of how the policies
that come out of this body would potentially
i npact everyday New Yorkers' wallets.

We are living through a tine of
t remendous econom ¢ uncertainty. As the cost of
living continues to rise, fromgrocery bills to
utility bills, nore and nore famlies are
struggling to nake ends neet. Qur job as
representatives of the people of New York is to
make their |lives easier and nore affordable. And
| can tell you that | have not heard from any
constituents asking for Al bany to nake their
el ectric bills higher.

Fam lies' nmonthly electric bills are
al ready | oaded up with taxes that drive up costs.
These taxes have been inposed because of policies
that this chanmber has put in place wthout
consideration of the cost to the mddle class.
The bill before us today would potentially create
additional electricity taxes on 75 percent of
this state.

The | egislation before us follows a
common thene we see fromthis body, passing
policy to reach anbitious goals without taking a

commonsense first-step assessnent of the direct
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i npact those policies have on New Yorkers.

For the constituents and famlies |
neet, when they have goals or want to nake a big
purchase, what's the first thing they do? They
make a budget. They plan, they determne their
costs and what the benefits are, and if they
determ ne that the benefits outweigh the costs,
then they go forward. Qher tinmes, when the
costs outwei gh the benefits, they reassess and go
fromthere.

Way shoul d our state government
operate any differently?

My anendnment will prohibit the
Publ i c Service Comm ssion and the Legislature
from i nposing any new surcharge, assessnent, tax
or fee or cost-bearing regulation on New Yorkers
wi thout first conducting an analysis of the costs
of the proposed environnental and energy
policies that have conme and continue to cone out
of Al bany.

W owe it to New Yorkers to be
transparent on how the policies com ng out of
this body will inpact their lives and their
budgets, and this amendnment will surely do that.

For those reasons, Madam Chair, |
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strongly urge you to reconsider your ruling.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or .

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The ruling
of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief is
bef ore the house.

Senat or Mattera, why do you rise?

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. Wuld the sponsor yield for a
whol e bunch of questions?

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or

Krueger, do you yield for a whol e bunch of
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guestions?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Madam Pr esi dent
how many is a whol e bunch?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.

The Senator yields, and | don't know
t he answer.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

You know, |ast week we had a
di scussion also too, but it was very fast. W
only had a couple of hours. And I'm-- you know,
|"mgoing to get back into the sane question that
| did ask.

| understand that this |egislation
abol i shes the hundred-foot rule, which obligates
a utility to connect any custoner within 100 feet
of agas line to a main line, free of charge.

Conpani es |'ve spoken to that
operate in this space have told ne that this wll
lead themto lay off 30 percent or nore of their
wor kf orce. Again, does this legislation contain

any funding to retrain those |aid-off workers?
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Al these utility workers, these union utility
wor kers, all the union plunbers, the non-union

pl unbers, contractors that are going to be |osing
workers in this field -- what are we doing,

again, to retrain?

You had a couple of days to think
about it, and I was just wondering, have you had
any thoughts since?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you so
much, Senator.

So this bill says we don't need to
do new gas pipes for the |ast hundred feet --
whi ch, by the way, the ratepayers pay for. Ckay?
It's not free. The utility conpanies charge the
ratepayers approximately $200 mllion a year to
put in these pipes for the |ast hundred feet.

And we have passed other laws in
this state saying that we're no | onger going to
be all owi ng gas- and oil-driven new buil di ngs.

So we're going to continue to build
new bui | di ngs, as we should. W're going to
continue to retrofit buildings. But why would we
continue to denmand ratepayers pay up to
$200 million a year to build pipes that are no

| onger legally going to be able to be used? So
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that's the answer to the hundred-foot question.

But as far as the specific question
about what w Il happen if people don't have jobs
to build these | ast hundred feet of gas and oil
pi pes, here's the good news. W are shifting our
econony into new renewabl e energy. W have
mandated that in other |laws that we have passed
in this Legislature, signed by the Governor. W
are mandated to do that by international treaties
this country has signed.

And we are nmandated to do that
because every scientist in the world has told us
if we don't change our behavi or when it cones to
the use of oil and gas, we're going to burn up.

So we know we need to do this. The
great news to give you is there will be nore jobs
bui l di ng a new renewabl e econonmy. And it is true
there won't be jobs in certain activities |aying
oil and gas pipes. But there will be jobs for
pi pes. You and | have already di scussed how
great geothermal energy is, ensuring that there
will still be pipes being put in the ground
needing repair. But there it will be steam and
hot water running through them not oil and gas.

W al ready know and have tal ked to
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endl ess | abor about the fact that there will be
all kinds of jobs that don't exist now for their
wor kers. They nay need to be retrained. WMany of
them frankly, will have retired by the tinme we
make the transition, and the new generation of
workers will have new ki nds of jobs.

And we have put noney into other
parts of the budget -- not this bill --
specifically to help with the retraining of
wor kers who m ght not in fact have jobs in oi
and gas anynore. | gave you the list |ast week.
| can get it again, yes. (Pause.)

So we put 25 million into the
Depart ment of Labor/New York Power Authority for
retraining, Ofice of Just Transition. W put
$90 mllion into SUNY decarbonization to provide
education for retraining. And we've put --
that's proposed in our one-house, excuse ne. And
there's $200 million, over $200 million in the
Depart ment of Labor Strategic Workforce Program

So we are investing a significant
anount of noney to make sure that workers who
need retraining or workers who want to conme into
i ndustries that never even existed till now wi ||

be able to do so.
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SENATOR MATTERA: Whul d t he sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes i ndeed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: So, Senator, we
have |l etters here of opposition from | BEW workers
uni ons, other unions that -- have you had a
chance to sit down with themat all? Have they
been -- did they approach you at all with any of
this to sit there and say, guess what, we -- you
know, this is the cart before the horse, this
mandat e' s not good; you know, our goals are
great, but mandates are not going to work?

Have you sat down and tal ked to any
of these union reps? And when you had the
di scussion with themyou' re explaining this to
t hem al so?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do. M staff
and | have met with quite a few locals, and we
have gone back and forth on the materials. And |
have to say sone are raising the points you

raise. Qhers are admtting the world is
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changi ng, the kinds of jobs that they're going to
be hiring people into is changing. And they
recogni ze both with their Iabor hats and their
citizens of this country and planet hats that
we've got to change. W just have to get off of
oi |l and gas.

So it requires transition. You
know, fascinatingly, the econony of the world has
had maj or revol uti ons any nunber of tines.

Before the Industrial Revolution, there were no
| abor jobs relating to industry because it was
pre-lndustrial Revolution. W were an
agricultural society at one tine. And we stil
have a critical agricultural econony and need to
protect it. But we have changed. W are nowin
a conpletely different universe of what our
econony is, what it's going to be.

And the job of governnment is to make
sure that we can transition and be ready and t hat
our workers can be ready to nove into the new
jobs that we will need and want and want to nake
sure that they're trained and ready to do.

So some locals, to be honest, are a
little nore unconfortable with change than

ot hers. But the fact is, this is what is

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1540

actual |y happening on the planet. So | think,
with all due respect, saying we're not ready yet
or it's too early is sinply alittle bit like

cl osi ng your eyes and hopi ng everything you

al ready know about climate change and what's
happeni ng on this planet isn't.

But we can't deny it anynore. W
see it every day. |It's in our press every day.
W have to nove forward

And with all due respect, you voted
no on a whole series of environnmental bills
today. And it's the sane argunent on each of
them We can pretend we don't need to do these
t hi ngs, but we do.

SENATOR MATTERA: Whul d t he sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, ma'am

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MATTERA: You know what ,
Senator -- you know, and | was so proud, you
know, you canme out to ny hydrogen tour, the

green -- | really, really appreciate that. You
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got a little, you know, education on geothermal .
When do you really feel that this
will be transitioned into what we're talking
about? | would love it to be tonorrow norning.
| really do. But to be honest with you, what's
happeni ng right now, w nd, solar and battery
storage is sucking up all of our nmoney and it's
going to cost trillions of dollars, what we're
doing to elimnate our natural gas for our
future. The cleanest-burning fuel that there is.
O l, we can have another discussion
on that. Totally great. But natural gas, to
elimnate it the way this is going -- |I'm going
to ask you a question. Wien do you really feel
that we're going to be transitioning into our
geot hermal , our green hydrogen, nuclear -- al
the stuff, in other words, that | have
feasibility studies for in the Energy Commttee.
SENATOR KRUEGER: Transition is
happening now. W're talking about it, but it's
happeni ng.
Do you know that the State of Maine
has nore geot hermal heat punps being put into
bui | di ngs than any ot her form of energy?

Scandi navia is al nost all geothernmal now, not
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boilers, not oil/gas. M nnesota, M chigan --
some of the coldest states in this country -- are
seeing nore growh in geothermal and alternatives
to any traditional Kkind.

So you can say when will transition
happen, and |I'Il say look at the statistics: It
i s happening. It's already happening. It's
happeni ng successful ly.

Now, you asked about other sources.
O course we want to explore every possible new
nodel for nmoving into green technology. You and
| may di sagree on nuclear; | amnot convi nced
that there's any safe nuclear yet to be built. |
could be wong, but I don't see anybody trying to
do it, either, right nowin New York

Nat ural gas was viewed as a stepping
stone. Get off of oil, get the other things
wor ki ng, but hold on to natural gas. W' re not
outlawing natural gas in this bill. There's
nothing in this bill that says you can't continue
if you're on natural gas. There's nothing in
this bill that says the PSC can't nake a ruling
that they're going to let you put nore pipes in
specifically for gas for each individual argunent

that's made to them
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It sinply makes it clear that this
is no longer a mandate to do this in New York
State and gives PSC the ability to say, no, that
doesn't make sense here. Ch, you're making an
argunment there. OCh, this is a special kind of
manuf act uri ng.

And maybe it does work with

hydrogen. | don't know. It depends on what it
is. But they will allowthat. So we're not
outlawing gas in this bill. So if you have that

i mpression, you're incorrect.

SENATOR MATTERA: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield, please?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: So what you're
doing here with your bill is pretty nmuch saying
that utilities aren't going to be able to bring
it inand it's going to be -- if anybody, the
consuner, the resident of New York State wants to
have natural gas, you're telling thempretty much

that it's going to cost you that rmuch nore to do.
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So what you're doing is you are not
hel ping the public receive the natural gas to
come to their hone if they would want it. You're
telling them You're going to have to pay for
it.

SENATOR KRUEGER: W're saying to
the vast majority of ratepayers: You' re no
| onger going to have to pay for it for other
peopl e.

There may be sone -- nore |ikely
manuf acturing than residential who nmay make an
argurment for why they need gas pipes noved into
new construction. And it's actually up to PSC
how the pricing on that kind of project gets
done. But no, we're not saying to people this
al | becones your expense.

| have to say sonething el se, that
it's been brought up -- | believe by you several
times, perhaps even in the hostile right before
it -- the perception that shifting to renewabl e
energy is going to increase utility payers
costs. It's just the opposite.

There is no question but fewer and
fewer people will be on a gas/oil systemas the

years go on. Those people will pay nore because
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there will be so many fewer people in the system
because nost will have transitioned into
sonmething nore efficient, cleaner, and frankly

| ess costly. Because we're seeing research
showi ng that kilowatt hour costs for electricity
fromalternative new renewabl e energy is actually
goi ng down, while the price of gas/oil utility
costs is going up. So it's the opposite of what
you' re cl ai m ng.

And | get that there are conpanies
who are arguing that's the storyline. But it's
not. So we're not charging nore for people to
stay on oil and gas. But they will end up paying
nore if they do stay on oil and gas, over tine.

SENATOR MATTERA: Whul d t he sponsor
continue to yield, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: So -- Senator, so
there it is, | have oil in nmy hone and I want to
go and I want to convert to natural gas. And al

of a sudden | can't, because they're saying that
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you're going to have to pay for the main to cone
to your house. AmI| correct by saying that? So
you're going to have to -- you would have to pay
for that.

So do you realize that -- in other
words, then you're saying to people, okay, that's
going to cost that, that it's going to cost --

t hat studi es have seen -- indicate that these
conversions could cost up to as nuch as $50, 000
per home. We discussed this last tine also too.

What al | owances does this
| egi sl ation make to assi st those custoners with
t hese costs? | understand that we have a certain
percentage of |owinconme. Wat are we doing to
protect our mddle class, again, that is going to
have an issue with this that can't even afford --
right now they're having a hard tinme paying their
t axes, the highest taxes in the whole Union,
okay? And how are they going to go and actually
pay for something |like this?

SENATOR KRUEGER: You' re combi ni ng
two sets of questions, which is fine.

SENATOR MATTERA: Well, you can
answer one and the other.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So the question
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of what if you are transitioning your current
systemto an alternative system that's actually
not addressed in this bill, but |I'm happy to get
to that.

But as far as the costs being
transferred to other utility custoners because of
t he New York HEAT Act, that's not true. W do
put in a nmaxi mum of how much your utility bil
can be as a percentage of your inconme. Six
percent of your incone would be the maxi num t hat
you can get hit with by utility costs.

But the intention of the bill is not
to transfer those paynents to the
non-| ower-i ncone people. And there are other

sources of funds to address that.

When you tal k about -- and again,
it's not part of this bill, but I'"mnore than
happy to discuss it -- about what is it going to

cost to transition your current hone into
alternative forms of energy, it really, really
varies. GCkay? There's one set of costs if
you're going solar, there's one set of costs if
you' re doing geothermal. Actually, nmultiple sets
of costs, because there are different kinds of

geot hermal , including networks, which is an
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amazi ng opportunity. There's the actual HVAC
cost and the heat punp costs. And they also
vary.

| think $50,000 is an incredibly
high estimate, but 1'd be happy to sit and review
what ever materials you have

But the fact is we're all going to
try for lowhanging fruit first. W're not going
to be nmandating these changes on existing. But
anyt hing new being built is going to actually use
alternative sources of energy. And | am being
told that those are actually sonetines cheaper
t han what ever's bei ng used now, not nore
expensi ve.

So you have to |l ook at multiple
guestions, multiple pieces that are noving parts
on the game board. But to sinply say that a
change into an -- a green energy nodel of heating
and el ectrifying your home or your business is
nor e expensive than the current systemis just
not factually true.

SENATOR MATTERA: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or,

do you yiel d?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MATTERA: If there is no
obligation to serve gas manufacturers, how will
this inpact conpanies if they can't have access
to gas? Last year all-electric buildings
manuf acturing was carved out. Are there any
carveouts of this bill for the manufacturers?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | f a conpany
takes the position that they need to have gas or
oil to function, they go to the PSC and nmake a
case and the PSC can say yes.

Interestingly, the PSC has to do
that now. Anytime you build anything new you
have to get perm ssion fromthe PSC to get
what ever connected in. So that role for the PSC
will be continued, it's just that there will no
| onger be an odd mandate in state |aw that you
have to put in oil and gas pipes.

SENATOR MATTERA: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes i ndeed.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: Are there any
t houghts to mtigate the costs to consuners aside
fromtaxing entities that will sinply pass it on
to custoners?

SENATOR KRUEGER: |"msorry, |
didn't quite understand. Can you repeat that?

SENATOR MATTERA: Al right, so we
continue to go down a dangerous path, banning
natural gas. Are there any thoughts to mtigate

the costs to consuners aside fromtaxing entities

that will sinply pass it on to the consuners?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | f you choose to
want to continue with oil and gas -- right? 1Is
that -- that's the question?

SENATOR NMATTERA: M1 hmm

SENATOR KRUECGER: But the cost of
oil and gas is going up, is there anything in
this bill that addresses that?

SENATOR MATTERA: Yup. Yes.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So no, actually.
Because it doesn't -- it doesn't do anything to
mandate an increase in utility costs. (Pause.)

Ch, thank you. Thank you, staff.
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So there's nothing specifically in
this bill that addresses it one way or the other.
But the other point of our being able to stop
putting in unnecessary oil and gas pipes and stop
fixing unnecessary oil and gas pipes is the
econoni sts project that this state can save
$150 billion not nodernizing and keeping from
continued | eakage the ol d pipes. And that noney
clearly could be made avail able for all kinds of
utility inprovenents and savings for ratepayers
as they nove to green energy alternatives.

O course you are right -- | think
you were referencing this, perhaps -- there are
tax credits at the state level, at least in
New York City at the local level, and fromthe
federal governnent that are already being used by
significant nunbers of people to hel p decrease
t he costs of new energy nodels.

SENATOR MATTERA: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Sponsor,
do you yield? Senator Krueger?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

Senat or vyi el ds.
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SENATOR MATTERA: Senat or Krueger,
your bill, do you feel that it's making it harder
on the residents of New York State to have
natural gas supplied to their homes, businesses,
et cetera?

SENATOR KRUEGER: I f you al ready
have it, no. | don't think it's making it
harder. Hopefully -- and | enphasize
"hopefully" -- nore and nore people will actually
realize the advantages of wanting to voluntarily
nmove off of oil and gas. And certainly we are
al ready seeing, as | cited earlier, that people
who build new homes, new apartnent buil dings, new
manuf acturing plants are already naking the
decision that it is in their best interest not to
use oil and gas and to use alternatives, and nore
people will be doing so.

But no, | do not think that is
actually a problem being caused by this bill at
all.

SENATOR NMATTERA: Al right, I'm
going to -- just a couple nore questions, please.
WI1l the sponsor continue to yield, please?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or

Krueger? Yes, she yields, Senator.
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SENATOR KRUEGER: After all, you
said | ots of questions.

(Overtal k.)

SENATOR MATTERA: Lord knows you're
going to have a ot nore. Not just ne. Not just

me, Senator, which is good. And | appreciate

you - -
(Overtal k.)
SENATOR KRUEGER: No, no, |'m happy
to answer.
SENATOR NMATTERA: | don't
believe -- | don't agree with everything that
you' re sayi ng because | just know for a fact that

the jobs are going to be lost. You' re asking
sonmebody that's 50 years old, that they're going
to | ose their whole career -- you're asking them
to beconme an electrician, that's what you're
asking themto do.

But do you -- no, that wasn't --
that wasn't a question. But here's the question.
Do you know that there is a lawsuit right now
that it's against federal |aw, against the
Constitution of the United States, to ban natural
gas?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, | do not know
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t hat .

SENATOR NMATTERA: well, I wuld
| ove to have that conversation with you. That's
sonmet hing that you need to | ook at, please. Just
i ke Berkeley, California, had a | awsuit, right
-- Berkeley, California, the Restaurant
Associ ation sued --

SENATOR KRUEGER: That wasn't a
national ban. | know that |awsuit.

SENATOR NMATTERA: No, that was
agai nst natural gas.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Excuse ne,
Senator Mattera. Are you asking a question?

SENATOR MATTERA: Ckay. Al right.
So obviously she -- she answered it. Excuse ne,
Senat or, you did answer that question, you do not
know. But hopefully you'll get the --

SENATOR KRUEGER: If I can clarify,
| amfamliar with that |awsuit, so please let ne
correct nyself. And that is not a |lawsuit at the
federal level -- it was in federal court and it
rul ed agai nst one town, Berkeley, California,
that the way they wote their |aw seenmed to be in
violation of the Constitution.

W didn't wite a law like that.
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Qur law has no parallel to their law. So we're
quite confident that there would not be a
paral l el decision in the courts if sonmebody
deci ded to sue here.

SENATOR MATTERA: Whul d t he sponsor
continue to yield for a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: So let ne explain
to you, there is a lawsuit right now agai nst
New York State banning natural gas. It is
agai nst the Constitution, against federal |aw.
There's a ot of plaintiffs and everything |ike
that. So please, that's sonmething that we
could -- we could definitely | ook at.

You know what, on the bill, please.

Senat or, thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Mattera on the bill.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you so

much.
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You know, like last week | was here
and | was telling everybody in this room in this
beauti ful chanber, and I"'mletting al
New Yor kers know agai n that what is happening
here is unacceptable to nost New Yorkers -- |'m
going to say probably 85 percent New Yorkers --
to ban our natural gas.

Al this bill does, it nandates that
you cannot afford to put natural gas in your
homes, your buildings. That's all it's doing.
It's preventing you to run natural gas to your
homes, to your buildings. That's exactly what
this is doing.

And, you know, to sit there and say,
yes, we care about our environnment -- but natural
gas is sonmething very inportant to all of us in
our lives. Right now you have a situation with
this bill. There it is. W have sonething
happens, we have, God forbid, a Superstorm Sandy,
God forbid we have a snow blizzard. Ri ght now,
when sonmebody wants to put natural gas that's
right down the block, they want to go put natura
gas to their honmes for a generator, it's going to
cost thema fortune to do it.

Al'l you're doing is stopping
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New Yorkers fromliving, fromliving their lives
the way they want to have their fuel choice,
their energy choice. That's all you are doing.
It is a conplete nandat e.

| love goals. Goals are inportant.
Mandates are a disaster. And it's not fair to
all New York State residents. Just -- New York
State residents watching this right now, what's
happeni ng right here with banning our natural
gas and banni ng our fuels and goi ng
all-electric -- wind, solar and batteries are
going to cost New York Staters, New York State
residents trillions of dollars. Not mllions,
not billions, but trillions.

And you know what? |f anybody wants
to see sonebody that deals wi th Cornel
professors, |I'"mnot just saying this. | have a
ni ce panphlet to give everybody in this chanber
t hat survey, that data.

So this is a disaster happening to
all New York State residents. California, we are
showi ng everybody, in other words, that we want
to go and deal the way California is dealing with
their energy needs and their energy -- |ook at

them They're in dire straits. They' ve got a
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| ot nmore sunny days than we do. They have a | ot
nore wi ndi er days than we do. Now, frankly, |ook
at the nonths of January and February. Sol ar
panels, | have no idea what it generated. It
didn't generate enough with this happening right
now.

We are not putting noney into other
renewabl e energies that will be sonething that
will work for the future of New York State. |
have feasibility study bills that's out there.
My col | eague on the other side pretty much says
that, guess what, we do have put in place --
there is nothing put in place that technology is
there, other technologies |like geothermal to
really -- yes, it's there.

But where is it out there with
manuf acturers? \Were are there businesses that
are right now -- and residents of New York is
using this, using this source of energy?

The problemis we're focusing on
wi nd, solar and battery storage, which has been a
total -- sorry, an experinent. That's what |
call that. Yes, wind and solar is inportant.
Battery storage, all that is is a tota

experi ment.
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So this right here is just hurting
all New Yorkers. This bill is a bad bill. And
pl ease, everybody on both sides, you need to | ook
at this and care about New York residents, to
make sure that they have a choice. Because right
here you're stopping the choice of al
New Yorkers fromliving

And you know what? | will totally,
al ways be against this. Everybody knows that |I'm
vocal. And again, we need a plan, not a ban.

And that's what this bill does. [It's banning our
natural gas, and I will be a big no.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Mattera.

Senat or Helmng on the bill.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

Madam President. On the bill

| listened closely to the debate.
Great questions, Senator Mattera.

| thought at one point that |I heard
t he sponsor nention that this |egislation
proposes to save ratepayers noney. | see it very
differently after reading the |egislation.

While this legislation includes a
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goal, that's all it is, is a goal, that certain
residential customers not bear an energy burden
greater than 6 percent of their househol d incone.
That's all it is, is agoal. It's not a
requirenent, it's not a certainty.

Further, the bill allows the PSC to
establish per-custonmer caps on the anount of
energy subject to the cap. For all the people
who have been in the Capitol recently protesting,
|"ve had the opportunity to talk to them
They're in support of the HEAT Act. They want it
passed. But in talking to them they think that
there's certainty around them seeing a reduced
energy bill. Not the case in energy -- yeah, an
invoice fromtheir energy conpany. Not the case
with this bill. This is just a goal.

The goal, | think it's also
important to point out, only applies to
residential customers. It ignores the
catastrophic i npact that increased energy costs
wi || have on | ocal businesses, especially our
manufacturers. |'ve talked to those who
manuf acture steel, glass, other products that
can't get those high tenps through the use of

el ectric. They need gas.
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Look, I want to support them
want to see nore nmanufacturing in New York State.
| want to see less inports from China and ot her
countries. And this bill will not allow us to
achi eve that.

As Senator Mattera noted, in
addition to increased costs, the HEAT Act w |l
cost nmany New Yorkers their jobs.

| support the devel opnent and the
use of diverse energy sources. | always have.
But we need to inplenent those over realistic and
reasonable tinme frames. And we need ful
transparency about the costs and the reliability
of the electric grid.

And this bill and so many of the
other of the all-electric things that we are
seei ng pushed, it doesn't deliver that
transparency. W need to know costs. W need to
know how reliable the systens are.

For those reasons and so many
others, I'lIl be voting in the negative.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Hel m ng to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Borrello, why do you rise?

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1562

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Just one, as
opposed to a lot? Just checking.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO "' m not nmaking
any promn ses.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, of course,
Madam Pr esi dent .

SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. You said that that goal of this
was to ensure that people that fall in 80 percent
of medi an inconme or bel ow woul d have their
utility bills capped to 6 percent. [|s that
correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Pause.) Excuse
me. W changed the bill. [It's for everyone.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO " mglad you
said that, because that's actually what | read in
the bill, that it's not for just 80 percent and
bel ow.

So we're going to cap everyone's
utility bill at 6 percent. Wo's going to pick
up the difference?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Pause.) So
because hi gher-i nconme peopl e basically have no
evi dence of paying nore than 6 percent of their
income towards utilities, while this bill would
apply to everyone equally, it won't actually
i ncrease the cost because people at the higher
end don't pay nore than 6 percent of their incone
now.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO But yet if
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you're going to limt soneone's income -- or the
percentage they're paying of their income to

6 percent, that neans we expect that sonme people
are already paying nore than that in that | ower
income. So who's going to pick up the difference
if you're limting -- if soneone's paying, let's
just make it easy, $100 a nonth and we're now
sayi ng, you know, you're only going to pay $80 a
nont h, who's picking up that extra $207?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Pause.) So yes,
so there's already various progranms within the
PSC and state law that help to pay the utility
costs for people who have a disproportionately
high utility expense. So we think that wll
actually be able to be absorbed.

As we said, if the utilities aren't
spending 200 mllion a year to build unnecessary
new pipes, if they're not spending $150 billion
over the next several decades, we'll also be able
to lower utility costs because we're redirecting
how t hey can spend the noney that they' ve been
col | ecti ng.

And let's not forget, before this
bill New York has sone of the highest utility

rates in the country. W have actually sone of
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t he bi ggest bl ackout problenms. | know it
ref erenced, suppose the new ki nds of energy don't
wor k, what happens if there's a snowstorn? Well,
when there's a snowstormand the electricity goes
out, the current electricity, the boilers don't
wor K.

So we al ready have exactly the
probl ens t hat people think would sonmehow be
created by the new sources of energy that wll
actually be nore secure and less at risk. And
consi dering we al ready have the nobst expensive
utility costs in the country, | really don't
think this is our problem

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR BORRELLO W can have that
di scussion |l ater, because | would disagree with
you on sone of those points, particularly because
nat ural gas powers nost backup generators, which

is what keeps people -- keeps their |ights on,
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you know, keeps their energy on, their heat on in
many places |ike Western New York, where |'m
from when the power goes out. And that's going
to go away if this goes into place.

But with that being said, you said
we al ready have prograns in place that woul d make
sure that people at | ow incomes are not going to
pay nore than 6 percent. Are we going to have to
i ncrease those funds -- because those are
typically state and federal funds -- in order to
achieve this goal that you set for everybody, not
just people at a certain incone |evel?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Pause.) So we
usual | y address these cost issues through rate
structures. So we don't actually think it wll
be a new real cost for the state and that we can
control for these within the context of how we do
rate structures.

We al so have a nunber of prograns
that frankly I don't think do work so well. So
we had a programfor $200 mllion that -- |
forgot the name of it -- the Energy Affordability
Program And | think -- | don't know whet her
we're all to blame or the interpretation of what

t hey were supposed to do. But rather than that
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bei ng noney targeted to people who were really in
need on the utility bills, it eventually got

deci ded that everybody, residential or

comercial, would each get $25.

That's not solving a problem
think you and I woul d both agree a programt hat
t ook $200 million and turned it into $25 checks
m ssed the point.

So hopefully we can al so reeval uate
some of the things we've been doing that aren't
wor ki ng and apply this noney nore effectively.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
if the sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO | woul d agree
with you that the governnent does a | ot of things
that spend a | ot of noney and have very little
impact. | recall getting checks with our current
Governor's and our former governor's nane on
them Instead of just giving us a credit on our

tax bill, we have to get a check in the mail so

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1568

we're rem nded who wote that check -- even
t hough we're being bribed with our own noney.

So with that being said, let's nove
on to the next question here. You kept saying
over and over again this is not going to
elimnate natural gas. So you're saying that
there's nothing in this law that would elimnate
the use of natural gas in New York State?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Pause.) So
we' ve passed ot her | aws, Madam President, that do
say that this state needs to get off of oil and
gas over X period of tine, and there are
different target years.

This bill doesn't change any of
that, but it does give PSC the tools to be able
to stop oddly requiring pipes to be put in the
ground that they know they have other |aws
mandati ng that these pipes don't get used after
X date.

So the concept that you woul d spend
literally hundreds of billions of dollars
repairing and continuing an existing gas and oil
pi pe system requiring gas/oil pipes to be
connected to buildings being built that have no

intention to use themor even legal ability to

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1569

use them and then say, yeah, that's not a
problem-- but that's crazy, | think. And all of
t hat noney could be better used for the things
you and | are tal king about and Senator Mattera
and | were tal king about.

Let's use the noney we're wasting in
our current utility nodel to be nore effectively
used to help control costs for ratepayers and
hel p us transition to nodels that neet our CLCPA
goal s and our international treaty goals and our
scientists begging for us goals to transition to
cl ean energy.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So you brought
up that we're wasting lots of noney, but it's
actually the utility conpany that's choosing --
that we're saying you have to hook up a new
service for natural gas. In return, that utility

conpany now has a new custoner. That custoner
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will be paying over tine -- usually over nany,

many years, decades -- a bill, and that noney

will be returned back to that conmpany eventually.
So | don't know how -- when you say

we are wasting noney, so you're suggesting that
what ever noney is spent currently now on the
hundred-foot rule be redirected -- in other
words, confiscated fromthe -- let's say

Nat i onal Fuel or whoever el se provides service,
and directed where? Wiere is that noney going to
go?

SENATOR KRUEGER: It's not
confiscated. | nean, it's not their noney.
They're just hitting ratepayers up with that
cost .

So we're saying you don't need to do
this anynore, so you can't hit up the ratepayers
for the cost because you' re not needed -- you
don't need to do this.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So when we
cl osed the NRG plant -- not we, when NRG cl osed
the NRG plant in Dunkirk back in 2013, | think it
was, you know, one of the things they started
doi ng, and they've done this throughout New York
State, is to run transmssion |ines to other
states in order to inport power.

That's been a multi-billion-dollar
expense that has been borne by ratepayers. And
we're actually running transm ssion lines to sone
of the dirtiest old-fashioned coal plants in
Anerica, |like Homer City, Pennsylvania, which now
supplies a significant amount of coal - powered
electricity to New York State.

So with that being said, should we
elimnate any future transm ssion |ines, any
expenses, so we can return that noney to the
rat epayers?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No. | actually
think we'll have nore need for transm ssion |lines
with the new fornms of energy. And in fact there
is a mandate also for the state to inprove our
transm ssi on system

So | would agree with you, inporting
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dirty coal energy, whether it's by truck or car
or transmssion line, isn't a great plan. But
that's what CLCPA is about, getting us off of

t hose sources of energy, whether we're inporting
t hem or whet her they're hone-grown.

But we'll still need transm ssion
lines, absolutely. Because whether you nake your
energy through solar, through wi nd, through
geothermal, it becones electricity and you need
it to get to all of us. So I'ma big believer in
supporting transm ssion |lines and a noderni zation
of them

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Maybe | wasn't
being clear. [|'mtalking about transm ssion
lines explicitly to inmport power from outside of
New York State. Because what you're talking
about -- | understand we need to upgrade our

grid. And that is sorely, | think,
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under perform ng there.

But you nentioned that we should be
getting off fossil fuels, even inporting fossi
fuel energy, is that correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: And by the way, a
transmssion line is an electric wire. So once
energy' s been produced, it becones electricity.
So we can use the sane transm ssion |lines, right?
So that's not a problem It's just let's get
energy that doesn't destroy the planet into our
energy system

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO well, I wuld
argue we would actually -- we're actually going
backwards in that. Because when we failed to
repower the plant at Dunkirk with natural gas, we
instead are inporting coal power. So we're
actual ly goi ng backwards in that effort by not

usi ng natural gas to power power plants.
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And certainly we know shutting down
| ndi an Point al so sent us backwards, requiring us
to inport nore power. New York now inports nore
power than it ever has, and on high-1oad days
it's as much as 50 percent of the power that
cones into New York State is from outside of
New York State, largely fromfossil fuel plants.

So with that being said, ny question
is, is there anything in the CLCPA that nandates
that we stop inporting fossil fuel power?

SENATOR KRUEGER: |"m pretty sure
there is. But we don't have a citation for you,
so we will get back to you

But I will tell you if asked now,
yes, we should stop using dirty power from
wherever it starts. And in fact the faster we
nove towards nore zero-carbon-created energy, the
faster we can get off of those sources as well as
oil and gas from here.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: |"msorry, and
just clarification, the mgjority of the fuels
we're bringing in from Canada are hydropower, not

fossil fuels or fossil-fuel-created energy.
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SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So | just want
to make sure |'ve got this correct. Section 7
says that, you know, essentially that the PSC --
it would acknow edge that "gas service may be
limted or discontinued to facilitate achi evenent
of the CLCPA clinmate justice and em ssions
reducti on mandates."

So essentially you' re saying that
PSC has the authority at will to discontinue
natural gas service, is that correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: PSC al ready has
authority within the CLCPA to make sure that
we' re noving off of gas.

This bill doesn't add any nandates
to them of what they should do. So it's
referencing that there is an existing standard,
but it is not saying we're going to shut down

your gas because of the HEAT Act.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1576

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (No response.)

SENATOR BORRELLO well, I would
di sagree with what you just said --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Whoa,
whoa. Excuse ne --

SENATOR KRUEGER: Vel |, just
readi ng the next paragraph --

SENATOR BORRELLO Yes, that's what
| "' mreadi ng too, how about that.

SENATOR KRUEGER: -- okay, "Nothing
in this subdivision shall be construed to
prohi bit existing gas custoners, in accordance
with Section 30 of this article and subject to
any ot her regulations inplenented by the
commi ssion, fromreconnecting to the gas
distribution systemfollowing a gas interruption
due to energency repairs or renediation of
| eaki ng equi pnent . "

So yes, ny bill doesn't force
anybody off of gas, and in fact nakes clear that

if there is sone kind of interruption, PSC should
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all ow you to continue afterwards.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Yeah, what vyour
bill says is that if there's sone kind of an
energency that causes an interruption, that that
service can be restored. But it still doesn't
change the fact that the PSC has the authority,
the broad authority, to -- in order to neet the
climate justice and em ssion-reducti on mandates,
to elimnate or discontinue to facilitate the --
to limt, discontinue the use of natural gas.
That's what it says right in that -- in
Section 7.

Al so Section 9 says it grants the
commi ssion authority for -- over the curtail nment
or di scontinuance of use of gas for any
customer -- any group of custonmers or any section
of the gas distribution system where the

conmmi ssi on has determ ned that such curtail nent
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or discontinuance is reasonably required to
i npl enent the state's energy policies.

So this is saying unequivocally that
any customer can be discontinued for any reason
as long as it neets the state's clinmate goals.
Isn't that what this says?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So in fact the
PSC has the authority now to approve or
di sapprove uses of different forns of energy.

And we passed a ruch | arger
overriding piece of legislation through the CLCPA
whi ch does mandate PSC nove us down this road.
don't believe this bill is giving any new
authority to the PSC that they don't al ready have
under existing CLCPA laws to do what they believe
they need to do. So it clarifies or repeats
what's already there, but |I don't believe it does
gi ve them anynore power than they already have to

make decisions, yes for you, George; no for you,

Li z.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

SENATOR KRUEGER: O course -- |I'm
sorry, I'mreading nore. Because this actually

limts themnore than the CLCPA. So this
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actually increases the limtations if you | ook
on -- if you look at page 9 of the bill, Section
| think 9 -- Section 9, towards the end of it, it
actually clarifies it actually takes away sone of
their power and puts it back in the hands of
peopl e.

But | didn't nean to cut you off
from your next question.

Sorry, Madam Presi dent.

SENATCOR BORRELLO | still have an
opportunity to ask questions, is that correct?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Yes, the
Senator -- do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Well, you
nmenti oned that they already have this authority.
So if they already have the authority, the PSC,
why do we need to outline it in these paragraphs
here? |If they already have the authority to do
this, why are we restating it?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | think we're
trying to be exceptionally careful about

clarifying what it does and doesn't do.
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And the one thing in lawthat it's
very inportant -- | believe inportant -- is that
we take away the obligation for gas and oil pipes
into any buildings. That's what we're -- that's
really what the primary purpose of this bill is,
to take away the obligation of utilities to have
to do this and then charge ratepayers for it, to
take away the requirenent that PSC says you nust
put these pipes into the ground no natter what.

And it just seens foolish to

continue the "no matter what," since we already
know, Madam President, the "no matter what" is
stop doing nore oil and gas construction.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUECGER: Yes, of course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO | want to go
back -- Senator Mattera brought up the fact that
currently -- | believe it was in the Governor's

| ast year's budget, and the final budget, that

there are exenptions fromthese natural gas bans
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for manufacturing, agriculture and the food
industry. How w Il this bill inpact those
exenptions?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Any of those
i ndustries, if they wanted to put in new oil/gas
pi pes or new oil/gas -- or hydrogen. GCh, where's
my friend? He left. | wanted to make sure |
said the word "hydrogen." So Senator Mattera --
okay, thank you.

-- that if you ask for the PSCto
allow you to do that, they will review and, if
they determine that's in the best interests, they
will say yes. Nothing in this bill stops them
from doi ng that.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO ell, |
understand that that's essentially, then, at the
PSC s discretion. So that's not an exenption.

An exenption, which is what
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currently is in place, is an exenption. The PSC
can't challenge it. So for exanple, if you are
currently using natural gas in a manufacturing
process and you can't use -- you can only use
electricity but it would cost you five tinmes as
much to use electricity in that manufacturing
process instead of natural gas, will the PSC
consi der the cost difference? M understandi ng
is no, they don't have to consider the cost
difference if there's an alternative, even if
it's a nore expensive alternative.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So ny
understanding is that that is up to their
di scretion. And frankly the PSC doesn't wish to
do harmto the econonmy. So if you can show that
this is in your best interests and that choosing
anot her option would be a far, far greater
expense for you, | do believe, clearly, that the
PSC has the authority to make that decision. And
| don't really question that they won't do the
right thing.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you --

SENATOR KRUEGER: They are required
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to evaluate feasibility in this law. So actually
t hey woul d have to win an argunent that their
alternative, if they choose to say no to you on
your hydrogen or gas request, that that's a

f easi bl e opti on.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR BORRELLO | under st and
that. But as soneone who has had to deal with
government agencies many tines, you are guilty
until you prove yourself innocent.

And that's the problem W're
giving the PSC and the bureaucrats within the PSC
the authority to essentially say whether or not
t hey consider it feasible.

By the way, "feasible" is nuch
different than "practical." So why wouldn't we
just allow this exenption to continue if the true
goal is not to harmindustry -- that's what

you're saying, right? W don't want to nmake
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negati ve econom c inpact. But yet we have a --
currently an exenption in place, and we are now
changing that with the HEAT Act.

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Pause.) Ckay,
so it turns out | believe you' re referencing the
exenption | anguage that -- in the All-Electric
Bui l ding Law we actually allow an exenption for
manufacturing. And you' re saying here we're
sayi ng the PSC has final determ nation, but
there's all kinds of protections in it for them
to have to prove that basically saying no to the
exenption woul d be feasible and realistic.

And | just personally don't think
the PSCis in the business of trying to stop
successful things from happening. And
technically they have say over everything now.
When you want to build something new, you still
have to get their perm ssion. They can still say
no.

So it's not clear that we're
changi ng the storyline when you are sonebody who
wants to have a di sagreenent with PSC about the
ki nd of energy you're using.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent

will the sponsor continue to yield?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes. Sure.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO See, | would
di sagree with that. Because again, what we're
saying here is that essentially the nobst
i mportant goal for the PSCis not reliable,
af fordabl e energy but is in fact to facilitate
t he achi evenment of the CLCPA clinmate justice and
em ssi ons-reducti on mandates. So that's their
nunber - one goal

| f you' ve ever dealt with an agency,
they're going to -- they're going to blanme it on
us, the State Legislature. The State Legislature
said we have to do this.

So with this | anguage, why woul dn't
they just point to this and say, | realize that
this is probably going to drive you out of
busi ness or drive you out of New York State, but
| have an obligation to neet the goals of the
CLCPA?

SENATOR KRUECGER: So one of the

primary goals of the CLCPA, and it's spelled out
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multiple tinmes, is the inportance of reliability.
So the CLCPA, which is a | arger, broader bill
than this, is very explicit that reliability of
our energy systemis the top priority noving
forward

So PSC al ready has that mandate, as
does the Power Authority, as does NYSERDA, as
does DEC. So that's a prime directive, so to
speak, within the context of the |arger
overriding CLCPA | aw.

So no, | don't think New York State
is going to wake up one day and say, Let's nmake
it inmpossible for anybody to have their |ights go
on or their heat working or we will drive them
all out of the state. | just don't believe, even
on ny worst days about not thinking governnent
al ways gets it right, that we are going to want
to drive everybody out of our state and not
provide a reliable utility system So |'m not
worried about that.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
one last question. WII| the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you

continue to yield?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So to kind of
dovetail off of that, are you aware that recently
t he Public Service Conm ssion, NYSERDA, |SO have
all changed their mssion statenments very
dramatically? They used to be focused on exactly
what you said. They were supposed to be focused
on affordable, reliable, safe energy. And now
t hey have been changed to renewabl e, just energy
supplies that neet climate goals.

Are you aware that those m ssion
statenents have all been recently changed?

SENATOR KRUECGER: | haven't | ooked
at those. And yet I'mstill not worried.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Senat or Krueger. | appreciate that.

So that last point is an inportant
one. It is no longer in the m ssion statenents

of the PSC, NYSERDA, the -- all the other
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governi ng bodi es that have to do with energy,
it's not at the top of their priority list to
make sure it's affordable, reliable and safe.
It's all now about green, renewable, just.
That's an inportant distinction. Because the
m ssion statenment is what they go back to when
t hey determ ne what they are going to do.

The HEAT Act says to the PSC.
Reliability, affordability? No. It's about
neeting the goals of the CLCPA. That's job
nunmber one.

And | know Senat or Krueger said no,
no, no, it's not the case. It is in the bill,
basically twice, in Section 7 and Section 9,
stated in different ways. That's the goal.

Anyone who's dealt w th governnent
agencies, particularly |owlevel bureaucrats,
will know that they're just going to show up at
your facility saying "I'mjust foll ow ng orders.
|"mjust doing what | was told by the people
above nme and ultimately by the Legislature and
the Governor. You nmay not like it, | may not
even agree with it, but I'mjust foll ow ng

orders. That's what they say every single tine

they come to you with some bad news about how
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New York State is going to put a nail in the
coffin of your business. That what this is.

W are going to elimnate natura
gas. That's what it says in the bill. That's
what the fol ks that supply natural gas to
mllions of New Yorkers say it's going to do.

And that's ultimately what the goal is.

We're no | onger going to supply
domestically produced natural gas -- in other
words, natural gas that's originated here in
New York State. Now, we mght inport power from
ot her places to pretend that we're net zero, that
we' re 100 percent renewabl e, because we're not
going to cut those transm ssion |lines to other
states. That's what was said in this debate.

I nstead, we're just going to nmake it inpossible
for people to supply it reliably and affordably
here in New York State.

Now, as far as the hundred-f oot
rule, right nowif you build a new business, if
you build a new honme, if you build a new
subdi vi si on of housing -- because we all know how
i mportant housing is. |'ve been hearing all day
chants about housing justice. |If you're going to

put in new housing, particularly where | live in
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Western New York, the best, nost reliable, nost
af fordabl e way to heat those hones is with
nat ural gas.

And right now those utilities are
required to make sure that hookup happens. In
the end, people are going to have reliable,
af f ordabl e natural gas service to heat their
homes, and in the end al so the gas conpany is
goi ng to make that noney back over tinme by
suppl yi ng that gas service.

So this whol e idea that that
hundred-foot rule elimnation is going to save
$200 million is a fallacy. Wen was the | ast
time we were concerned about saving noney for big
corporations in this chanmber? 1 can't think of
one. But we are all of a sudden now, because
that's just a red herring. It's a red herring
for what's really going on here.

Because you can't stand up here and
say, Quess what, folks, in order to achi eve our
crazy goals, we're going to make sure that you no
| onger have safe, affordable, reliable power.

You no | onger have the ability to heat your hone
wi th natural gas, which is what the vast ngjority

of Western New Yorkers use. You can't stand up
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and say, hey, guess what, folks, we've got a
great idea here -- no nore natural gas. No.

| nstead, you're going to say, W're going to make
it affordable for you, and we're going to limt
it to 6 percent.

The math doesn't add up. It didn't
add up, by the way, when it was just those who
are 80 percent of median income or below. The
math still didn't add up. But now the bill has
been changed so it applies to everybody. Nobody
is going to pay nore than that. And sonehow
that's not going to be an issue. |If it wasn't
going to be an issue, why do we need a cap? |If
you don't have a problem then why do you need a
cap?

Because we know there is a problem
We know that there is -- it is going to cost
nore. We know that as we transition to nore
expensi ve renewabl e energy, it's going to cost us
nore. And we're going to be reliant on inporting
power from other states and Canada to keep the
lights on in New York State. That's outrageous.
And for what? Because we're going to address
climate change. W're going to save the pl anet.

The 0.4 percent of greenhouse gas em ssions that
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New York State is responsible for is going to
save the pl anet.

It's alie. In the end, what we're
going to do is we're actually going to increase
our inpact on gl obal greenhouse gas em ssions by
importing nmore power. In the end, New York State
is going to pretend we're doi ng sonet hing great,
but at the expense of our quality of life, of our
manuf acturing, our industry base. That's what's
goi ng to happen here.

And this? This is a big step into
that mud puddl e for New Yorkers. And | hope that
each and every one of ny coll eagues realizes that
when they vote yes on this bill, they're going to
have to go back and explain to their constituents
why they're not going to be able to use natural
gas in a very short period of tine.

So I'll be voting no. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Pal unbo on the bill.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. Wuld the sponsor yield for
just a quick question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Excuse ne
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one m nute.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you. Just
one question, really, or one area.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | was chatting
wi th Senator Lanza. | apol ogize.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
yi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senator. And through you, Madam Presi dent.

|"mjust curious as to what the
mechanismis to determne the inconme of the
rat epayer, for us to make the determ nation as to
whet her or not they are | ow or noderate. Because
the ratepayers are tenants, the ratepayers are
owners.

What is this nechani smgoing to be?
How wi Il we actually be able to detern ne what
their incone is and to verify that they're being
accurate?

SENATOR KRUEGER: There are eight
different criteria in the bill, so you have to

meet one of those criteria. And that can include

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1594

tax docunents, that can include being eligible
for certain governnment progranms that have incone
maxi muns such as SNAP and ot her public benefits.
So there's a variety of ways to show.

SENATOR PALUVMBO W1l the sponsor
yi el d for another question, please.

SENATOR KRUEGER: It's not in the
bill because it's already in PSC regul ations for
eligibility for affordability prograns.

SENATOR PALUVMBO W1l the sponsor
yield for another question, then,
Madam Pr esi dent ?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

Then PSC woul d promul gate rules in
that regard and -- would you yield for another
guestion? That was a question, | guess.

SENATOR KRUECGER: O course.

SENATOR PALUMBO So in that
regard, then, how often do you need to reverify

what your incone is?
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| f someone's out of work, then of
course they can -- their inconme would be | ower.
But if they ultimately secure a job -- is it just
an honor systen? O is this, again, sonething
that sounds like it mght end up being quite
convol uted? Wuld that just be up to PSC and
we'll leave it at that for now and not be able to
give a clear answer?

SENATOR KRUEGER: The incone is
annual . They already have prograns that use this
criteria, so it won't be anything new for them

SENATOR PALUMBO Okay. And woul d
t he sponsor yield for one | ast question.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes,

Madam President, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

So if sonmeone fails to conply,
they' Il just be deened to be over the limt, is
t hat probably accurate? That if they just choose
to not disclose their incone.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Well, it's not
being over the limt. There's nolimt. It's

just they'll fail to prove that their utility
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costs are greater than 6 percent of their incone.
So therefore they wouldn't be eligible for
assi stance because they hadn't proved that their
income-to-utility ratio made themeligible.
SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Thank you, Senator Krueger.
SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?
Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.
Read the | ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 16. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Cal | the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
G anari s.
SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we've agreed to restore this bill to the

noncontroversi al cal endar.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 16. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger to explain her vote.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
much.

So just -- there was a coupl e of
guestions that were asked and | felt like I
didn't necessarily totally have the answers.

But | amvery happy to report that
i mported power already counts towards our
cal cul ations of clean or not-clean energy, so we
can't pretend we're not enmitting dirty energy by
importing. So | think it resolves the concern
that we are getting away with sonething. W're
not .

And then al so, we read the PSC
m ssion on their website, and the primary m ssion
of the New York State Departnment of Public
Service is to ensure affordable, safe, secure and
reliable access to electric, gas, steam
t el ecommuni cati ons and water services for

New York State's residential and busi ness
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consuners at just and reasonable rates while
protecting the natural environment.

The departnent al so seeks to
stinulate effective conprehensive markets for
cl ean, renewabl e and distributed energy resources
t hat benefit New York consuners as well as
products and service innovations.

So | don't know what it used to say,
but 1'"mquite confortable with what they
currently say is their m ssion.

Thank you, Madam President. | vote
yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank Senator Krueger for
her hard work on this bill and the Majority
Leader for bringing it to the floor.

Over the weekend we detected a very
strong snell of gas in ny house and called
National Gid, and they said to evacuate all the
peopl e and animals fromthe house until they

coul d send soneone over. So we held our utterly
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bewi | dered cats out in the front yard in the cold
for about 40 minutes until the technicians
arrived, wondering if we were going to hear an
expl osion in the house.

They arrived, they tested the air,
they didn't find any gas | eak, thankfully. But
when they tested the old gas stove they found
very high I evels of carbon nonoxi de when they
turned it on, and they had to wait about
10 minutes for it to come down to what they said
were acceptable levels or normal |evels, as they
put it, and they left.

Thi s epi sode brought hone to ne,
literally brought hone to nme what the everyday
risks are that we take when we use natural gas to
power our honmes. And | definitely support this
bill because it is -- the purpose of it is to
address the nounting climate crisis. But | am
al so voting aye on behalf of the health and
safety of New Yorkers everywhere.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Rhoads to explain his vote.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
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Madam Pr esi dent .

The HEAT Act is just the | atest
salvo in the CLCPA energy shell gane that the
Majority seenms to be playing on the residents of
the State of New York

The sponsor nade the conment that
the PSC is not in the business of stopping
successful things from happening. That appears
to be the responsibility of this Legislature, and
we seemto be doing it quite well.

We are making gas -- as nuch as the
sponsor would say that we are not trying to
elimnate the possibility of using natural gas,
we are making it inpossible to get natural gas,
we are making it inpossible to service
natural gas, and we are meking it inpossible to
afford natural gas. And the HEAT Act is one nore
step in that course.

Section 5 of this bill renoves a
residential customer's legal entitlenent to gas
services. Section 12 bans new gas expansi ons of
infrastructure after Decenber 31st of this year,
and there will be no exceptions -- despite the
sponsor's conments to the contrary, no exceptions

that could be granted by the PSC after
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Decenber 31st of 2027.

There will be a 6 percent cap on
residential electricity costs, but the PSC gets
to control how nmuch energy you can use that
qualifies for the cap. And how are we are
supposed to determne that? Are we now supposed
to submit our income taxes to the Public Service
Conmi ssion so that the Public Service Comm ssion
can nake a determ nation?

And who actually pays for the cost
that residents now will not pay, supposedly, by
this cap? Is it going to go to conmerci al
rat epayers, which will drive up inflation and the
costs of goods and services and products all over
the state or drive businesses out of business?
O will it be paid for by the tax dollars, the
242 billion tax dollars that this state al ready
spends that cones directly fromthe taxpayer's
pocket? |Is that going to drive up that cost?

The bottomline is this |legislation
is one nore step to putting the state's eggs in
one basket, that one basket being electricity,
electrifying --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or

Rhoads, how do you vote?
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SENATOR RHOADS: -- electrifying
everyt hing, giving consunmers fewer options, and
havi ng governnment nake the choice that consuners
shoul d have the choice to nmake for thensel ves.
vote against this bill, Madam President, and |
urge ny coll eagues to do the sane.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Rhoads to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Borrello to explain his
vot e.

SENATCOR BORRELLO You know, Ronald
Reagan said that the nine scariest words in the
Engl i sh | anguage are "I'm fromthe governnment and
|"m here to help."

And that's exactly what this bil
is. It's being sold as an affordable transition,
the HEAT Act. W're going to save peopl e noney.

That's not what this is, folks. |If
it was, and if it was exactly what was descri bed
in the debates as already existing, don't need
it, it's not going to cost any nore, we're going
to save you noney, then we wouldn't need this
| egi sl ation.

Be concerned, folks. The

government's here to help, and this is not going
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to be a help at all.

"1l be voting no. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the negative.

The Secretary wi |l announce the
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 476, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Felder, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray,
Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Ryan, Stec, Tedisco, Wber and Wi k.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until tonorrow, Wdnesday, March 20th, at

3:00 p.m
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: On noti on,
t he Senate stands adjourned until Wdnesday,
March 20th, at 3:00 p. m

(Wher eupon, at 5:01 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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