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THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

March 14, 2024
11: 33 a. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR SHELLEY B. MAYER, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1288

PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Readi ng of
t he Jour nal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, March 13, 2024, the Senate net
pursuant to adjournment. The Journal of Tuesday,
March 12, 2024, was read and approved. On
notion, the Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1289

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,
Madam Pr esi dent .

On page 34 | offer the follow ng
amendnents to Cal endar 460, Senate Print 5424,
and ask that said bill retain its place on
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
there's a privileged resolution at the desk,
Senat e Resol ution 1952, by Leader
Stewart-Cousins. Please take that up and read
its title only.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
1952, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, Resolution in

response to the 2024-2025 Executive Budget
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submi ssi on

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
as everybody knows, this is the one-house budget
resolution we'll be taking up today.

Let me rem nd ny col | eagues that
there's a total of two hours we have all ocated
for debate on this resolution. That is by
agreenent with the Mnority.

As usual , our Finance chair,
Senat or Krueger, will be answering questions for
the Mpajority.

W are ready to proceed with the
debat e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
O Mara, why do you rise?

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Madam President. | have a few questions of
Senat or Krueger on the one-house budget
resolution that we're here about today.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUECGER: O course | do,
Madam Chai r.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

Senat or vyi el ds.
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SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

On this one-house budget, how ruch
greater is the spending in this budget over what
t he Governor had proposed in her Executive
Budget ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: It's 8.7 billion,
Madam Pr esi dent .

SENATCR O MARA: And if the Senator
will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: So for a tota
spendi ng of what anmount this year?

SENATOR KRUEGER: 137 billion,

920 mllion.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: O course.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: W had a revenue
consensus neeting just | guess two weeks ago now,
| think --

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

SENATCR O MARA: -- where there was
a consensus that was reached between the
Executive and both houses of the Legislature that
there was an anticipated 1.3 billion nore
revenues expected than what had been expected at
the tinme the Governor canme out with her budget
pr oposal .

So how are you meking up the gap of
1.3 billion to the -- how nmany billion did you
say you were increasing the budget? Because that
was a different nunber than | have.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So we're going up
8.7 billion.

And you're correct, there's the
1.35 billion that we came to revenue agreenent
greater than her original Executive Budget. So
that explains part of it.

W al so found that there were

addi ti onal nonies that we could redirect. And we

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1293

al so increased new revenue. So we have sonet hi ng
called the MCOtax; that's all federal dollars
that will bring in $4 billion nore per year in
federal reinbursenent in Medicaid, we believe for
a three-year period. So actually up to

12 billion over the three years.

We have done sone personal incone
tax changes to the highest-inconme payers of
personal income tax in New York State. And we
have al so done an increase for corporate taxes
for conpanies with net profits of over $5 mllion
a year.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam Presi dent, if Senator Krueger will continue
to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUECGER: O course | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: So we're -- the
new t axes, the personal inconme tax and the
corporate franchise tax, is totaling how rmuch in
new t axes to be generated?

SENATOR KRUEGER: About 3 billion
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bet ween the two of them

SENATOR O MARA: The increase is

you're adding a half a percent -- through you,
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
yi el d, Senator Krueger?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: You're -- the
proposal is to increase the inconme taxes on the
hi ghest earners in the state by increasing the
rate a half a percent?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, that's
correct. And these are people with incone, for
PI' T purposes, of over $5 mllion a year is the
first level gets it. And if they are over
$25 mllion a year, then there is a higher rate
for them

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
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continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: So if we | ose one
of those top-bracket taxpayers because of the
increase in taxes, based on all the taxes that
they pay in New York State, that one individual
how many m ddl e-class-fam |y taxpayers -- say,

t he nedi an of the state -- how many of those
peopl e does it take to make up the | oss of the
revenues fromthat one individual |eaving the
state?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President. W actually don't believe
people will |leave the state on this anmount of
change in their PIT based on their incone |evels.

And t he research on peopl e | eaving
the state is that it is not the wealthiest people
who choose to | eave the state based on their tax
burdens, it is actually other people who have
been | eaving the state. And we've actually been
i ncreasi ng the nunber of mllionaires.

And in this case, it's the 1 percent

of the 1 percent that are being hit, and they're
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not actually making the decisions to | eave the
state based on their taxes.

Just as an exanple, if you are
$25 mllion, the increase in your taxes wll be
$100,000. If you live here and your taxes go up
$100,000 on 25 mllion, with all due respect, it
woul d cost you nore than 100, 000 for the noving
conpany probably.

So we're not concerned that these
peopl e who are maki ng unbel i evabl e amounts of
nmoney in the State of New York because of the
State of New York -- because we have the
infrastructure they need for their businesses, we
have the educated workforce they need for their
busi nesses. W have communities they want to
l[ive in. W have clean air and water here.

And that they are not going to | eave
because there is a de minims increase in their
t axes, even though all of us mght think a
100, 000 increase is a |lot of nobney. But nost of
us here -- | suspect all of us here -- don't have
$25 mllion in income a year for PIT purposes.
Let's remenber, if you have this nuch noney in
income for PIT purposes, your actual earnings and

weal th, that you are radically above that.
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Because we have so many nechani snms
for sheltering revenue fromtaxes, that these are
peopl e who have far, far greater wealth than the
cal cul ation of what they m ght actually fall into
as a category just for PIT taxes.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Through you, Madam President, if the
Senator will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: A hundred thousand
increase to that individual, what -- $100, 000
nore than what does that individual pay annually?

SENATOR KRUECGER: That i ndi vi dual
now, at $25 mllion, is paying for PIT in
New York City -- New York State, excuse ne --
$2.478 mllion. And it would nmove them again,
froma 10.8 percent rate to an 11.3 percent rate.
So their taxes would be going up again
approxi mately $100,000 on their current tax bill.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you

Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
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yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Agai n
Senat or Krueger, on the revenue consensus neeting
we had -- and you were there, and we had three
expert econom sts testifying, each of which was
invited by either the Denocrat Majority in the
Assenbly, the Denocrat Majority in the Senate, or
t he Denocrat CGovernor invited those econom sts to
conme testify, correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes. Usually the
Republicans may also invite. | just amnot sure
why you didn't this year.

SENATCR O MARA: | don't know the
answer to that either.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Ckay.

SENATOR O MARA: But based on ny
next question, | don't think we needed them

Through you, Madam President, if the
Senator will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
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continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: You recall ne
asking at the end of that neeting, to the
econoni sts, of what their thoughts were on why we
have such an exodus of people from New York State
| eavi ng? Open-ended question, why we're | o0sing
manuf act uri ng busi nesses in the state, why we're
losing financial industry jobs in this state.

Every one of the econom sts chosen
by the Denbcrats to testify at that revenue
consensus neeting immediately said "H gh taxes is
why people are leaving. |In fact, one of them was
testifying remotely from-- | forget where they
said, South Carolina or North Carolina, and he
said, "All nmy friends down here that canme from
New York say we got out of there because of the
hi gh taxes.™

So how does exacerbating the
hi gh-tax issue in this one-house budget proposal
by raising billions of dollars of nore taxes, how
is that going to hel p our exodus of population in

New York or the fostering of businesses and
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creation of jobs in New York? How does raising
t hese taxes help that?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So in fact we are
not increasing the taxes on 99.5 percent of
New Yorkers. And we are in fact continuing and
extending a m ddl e-class tax break that was going
to sunset at the end of this year, and we're
ext endi ng that?

Yes, a reduction in taxes for
m ddl e-cl ass New Yorkers that was schedul ed to
end in '23, we are extending for three nore
years. So we're actually doubling down on our
commitnent for |lower taxes for the mddle class.
And those in fact are the people that the
denogr aphi ¢ data show are maki ng deci si ons about
stayi ng or going.

Al t hough, interestingly, denographic
data al so shows that many of themare noving to
Connecticut and New Jersey where the taxes
actually aren't |ower for them but the housing
costs are lower. So I'd love to get to a
di scussi on about what we can do to | ower housing
costs in New York, because | actually think
that's a nmuch bigger issue, affordability of

housi ng.
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But in fact, again, the data shows
that the ultrawealthy are not | eaving because of
tax purposes. They do |ike warmer weather as
t hey get ol der, both not as wealthy New Yorkers
and weal thy New Yorkers. But we also find that
they are continuing to have busi nesses and do
busi nesses here in New York, even when they
choose to be what's often referenced as
snowbi rds, with hones in nultiple places.

So dependi ng on who you talk to,
what time of year, you're going to find |ots of
New Yor kers, especially who can afford to, who
have second hones in warner areas of the country.
As has been the case probably for nost of ny
life, at least. |'mnot sure about everybody's
life.

And the tax increases on
corporations -- again, not the small businesses,
not the medi um busi nesses, not our nei ghborhood
stores, but, rather, conpanies with net incones
of greater than $5 mllion. And interestingly,
because of the pandenm c, when we saw so nany
peopl e shift to online economc activity, those
conpani es have seen massive growh in their

profits. And this difference in their corporate
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tax obligation to New York will have absol utely
no i nmpact on whether they continue in business or
whet her they continue to sell to us here in

New York. Many of those corporations are not
based in New York

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President, if the Senator wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Wiile | certainly
di sagree with that outl ook on the inpacts of
i ncreasing taxes in the manner that's being
proposed here, we'll nove on to sone ot her
i ssues.

And general spending overall since
there's been one-party control in Al bany, since
the fiscal year '19 budget, the Al Funds budget
has increased over $75 billion -- a 44 percent
increase in that few years. Yes, we've had
inflation, but that far outpaces inflation. And

the state operating funds in that sanme period has
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gone up alnost $38 billion, a 38 percent increase
in that five-year period. Not a trend that is
maki ng New York State nore affordabl e.

Wy is it -- and how can you justify
massi vel y outpacing inflation with these
i ncreases in the budgets since there's been
one-party control here in Al bany?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Wiile inflation
is one nmeasurenment of costs -- which is not even
across the board -- | think when we're | ooking at
spending in the State Budget, the real question
is, are we spendi ng beyond what we can afford?

And so in our Senate one-house
budget of $137.9 billion, that would show
35 percent growth over five years. And if you
| ook at five-year tax receipts to the State of
New York, that's actually grown 40 percent. So
our rate of spending is still below the growth
rate of our revenue.

And we've al so, at the sane tine,
been able to increase our reserves in New York
State, which we | think all agree, both sides of
the aisle, is critically inportant. So that the
Senat e one-house woul d | eave the State of

New York with reserves of $19.8 billion,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1304

14 percent of our state fiscal plan.

And we have an expl anation for how
we're going to pay for the increases we have
suggested in the budget on a recurring spendi ng
basis. Including, by the way -- because no one
asked yet -- for the corporate tax revenue we're
going to hopefully collect, 50 percent of that is
going to be used to hel p pay down the
Unenpl oynment | nsurance Trust that we've all been
heari ng on both sides of the aisle is a great
frustration to smaller and nedi umsi zed
busi nesses who had to pay out unenpl oynent during
t he pandem c and now, as we all are, are l|eft
with an obligation to pay back the federal trust
t hat we borrowed from

And we don't have the noney, but if
we support our corporate tax proposal, half of
that is going to go to pay down that cost, which
is asignificant win for our small and
medi um si zed businesses, as we've all been
hearing. So | actually think some of them m ght
real ly appreciate that al so, Madam Presi dent.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Those busi nesses
and in fact every business -- I'mglad you
brought up the U debt that we owe the federa
government that we've done nothing on at the
state level to reduce -- or mninmally reduce,
since that was built up. These businesses,
smal |, medi um and | arge-si zed busi nesses, have
been paying a surcharge on that since that debt
was i ncurred.

So now we're going to charge them
even nore to pay this down going forward?

SENATOR KRUECGER: So | don't have
all of the nunmbers for you right now, but we
actually believe, if we put this noney into the
UB, this will actually mtigate and resol ve that
probl em f or many busi nesses.

(O f the record.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: So if we put in
noney in -- excuse me. M colleague and friend

is correct that there is a surcharge that they
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pay every day. W still owe the federa
government this noney. That's the law. Not our
| aw, the federal |aw

So the quicker we get noney in --

and we will be able to use this tax revenue for
that -- for that purpose, that will decrease the
nunber of days anybody will face that surcharge.

So we believe that this nodel
actual ly decreases the total cost these
busi nesses will have to be paying because it wll
reduce the time frame of conpleting our
obligations to the federal governnent.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Ckay, then on this
nodel , then, we charge busi nesses nore to help
pay down that debt that we haven't paid down,
that nost every other state in the country used

their federal COVID aid to pay that down that
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they incurred. So we're going to charge
busi nesses nore to pay that down. And it's about
$7 billion that's owed right now.

Under this proposal, how many years
is it going to take to pay that down?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So we know it
woul d be a nuch shorter tine period. W can't
right now run the nunbers for you of how long it
woul d take. But we know for a fact it wll
reduce the nunber of years it will take to repay
t he federal governnment, hence reducing the nunber
of years that the businesses will have to owe
t hi s surcharge.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: The interest on
that surcharge, the interest on the debt on the
U is about $250 million a year, is ny

under st andi ng.
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, ny staff is
agr eei ng.

SENATCR O MARA: There's a bal ance
due of about 7 billion, roughly?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

SENATOR O MARA: And t he surcharges
being paid in past years is just going to cover
that $250 mllion of interest due every year, is
t hat correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: It covers the
i nterest and pays down sone of the principal.
And we can probably get you tables that |ay that
out, but | don't have that forrmula in front of
ne.

SENATCR O MARA: That woul d be

hel pful for the final budget debate here. Thank

you.
SENATOR KRUEGER: kay, yes. Yes.
SENATOR O MARA: Through you

Madam President, if the Senator will continue to

yi el d.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you

yi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: You nentioned t hat
we have about $19.8 billion in reserve funding in
New York, which is great. And | concur that
that's inportant to have. But if we -- how nuch
are we using of the reserves towards the funding
of this budget, to bal ance the budget?

SENATOR KRUEGER: The current year
surplus we're estimating to be using, based on
our obligations into the reserve, is about
300 million. Not significant on the total.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: | woul d again
concur that that's a reasonabl e amount based on
t he amount of reserves that we have built up

But | woul d think using another
250 million of that on that surcharge, and payi ng

down on the U debt, would al so be a warranted
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use of that and take that expense off of our
busi nesses and enpl oyees.

SENATOR KRUEGER: That can pretty
much just be a difference of opinion. W think
that taking 50 percent of this new revenue from
t he highest-profit corporations will actually
significantly reduce the interest costs into the
fund and bite into the principal nore.

But if you're saying wouldn't it be
nice to do another 250 mllion towards this, |I'm
not going to tell you no. That's, you know,
somet hing that could be considered but was not
for this one-house.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: How much fundi ng
is in this one-house budget for the illegal
immgrant crisis in New York City?

SENATOR KRUEGER: We di d not change
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t he Governor's proposal, which was $2.4 billion.

SENATOR O MARA: So we're --
t hrough you, Madam President, if the Senator w |
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: So we're raising
t axes on New Yorkers and New York businesses at
the sane time we're sending $2.4 billion to
New York City for the mgrant crisis. That
doesn't make sense to nme, that we're doing this
funding and we're doing absolutely nothing to
limt the inflow of these illegal immgrants into
our state. And our sanctuary policies continue
to foster that and in fact encourage that.

The -- in addition to that
2.4 billion, | believe there's also a cost for
Medi cai d, which has been expanded to include at
| east a portion of this illegal inmmgrant
popul ation that's cone in.

SENATOR KRUECGER: | believe --

excuse nme, Madam President, through you.
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believe ny colleague is referencing the

Essential Plan, which is separate from Medi cai d.
And | know ny col | eague Gustavo Rivera would |ike
to answer that. But | just want to respond to
the earlier part before | hand it to himfor the
heal th i nsurance part.

Yes, we have mgrants comng to
New York. Technically, it's New York State.

They just happen to nostly be choosing to land in
New York City because we've been the center of
immgration in this whole country since before we
even had the Revolutionary War. That's where
peopl e cane through.

So New York State has an actua
obligation to ensure that we are taking care of
the mgrants com ng here. And yes, it costs the
state sone noney. But you know what we | earned
frommgration in this country over hundreds of
years? Very quickly, especially if you do it
right, mgrants get absorbed into our conmunities
and into our econony and quickly end up being
t axpayers, generating nore revenue for our state
than the costs that they may be using in their
early nmonths and years here.

And | just find it fascinating that

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1313

we forget that part, because | read about this
going on in other states in the nation. There
are cities and states who are paying for mgrants
to conme there because they recognize what a rea
value to their enployers and to their comrunities
and their tax base to bring new people in.

And there's a history in New York
State -- including in all of upstate New York
not just in New York City -- of having taken that
position with various communities at various
times and with great successes.

So we hear from our workforce that
nore workers are needed. W hear from enpl oyers
that nmore workers are needed. W hear fromthe
farm econony that nore workers are needed. And
there is true opportunity here, not just, quote,
unquot e, a downside of costs in the early
process.

And of course the bigger issues are
federal, not State of New York or City of
New York. But | would love nowto turn it over
to Senator GQustavo Rivera to tal k about the
Essential Plan formand what that nmeans. Thank
you.

| f that's okay.
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SENATOR O MARA: Yes.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam President. So | figure that you are
referring to -- | figure that the Senator is
referring to a programwe included in our
one- house whi ch we have passed as a stand-al one
bill in this house, and that is referred to as
Coverage for All

So that -- just so that everyone is
on the same page, we are tal king about -- the
nost recent nunbers, Madam President, say that in

2023 the State of New York spent about

$850 million in Energency Medicaid because, let's
not forget, undocunented people are still people,
so they will get sick and they will wind up in

our energency roons.
So there's actually a federal

program Madam President, that actually would
gi ve us sonewhere in the nei ghborhood of

$430 million that then we could use, with the
federal governnment's perm ssion, to extend the
Essential Plan to a whol e host of undocunented
folks who will then no | onger need energency
Medi cai d because they woul d have the Essenti al

Pl an.
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Soinall -- for all intents and
pur poses, through you, Madam President, we are
doing this as a way both to save the state noney
as well as to secure better health conditions for

t hese individuals and the communities that they

live in.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Madam President, if -- I'"mnot sure
if this next one will be for either of these.

But | ast year at the budget tinme we were kind of
caught off-guard at the last mnute about the
CGovernor's reduction in the enhanced FMAP
paynents to counties that is totaling about
$626 mllion to county governnents across the
state. Twenty-five percent was phased in | ast
year, another 25 percent to be phased in this
year unless we do sonething about it.

And | ast year everybody kind of

threw up their hands and said, Jeez, that's a

surpri se.

What's in this one-house budget or
t he Governor's budget -- | haven't seen
anything -- that deals with this reduction of

eFMAP paynments to the counties that was prom sed
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when that enhanced FMAP paynments were put in by
t he federal governnent?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Senator Rivera
may have a second answer, but | want to start us
off with the fact that we actually did increase
funding for Medicaid by $1.9 billion in our
one- house. Mich of that can be used for the
di stressed hospitals to address this issue in
counties that may find that the formula with the
FMAP changes that you pointed out went in |ast
year have left themwith a problem So --

SENATCR O MARA: Whi ch doesn't --
how does that hel p our counties?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
O Mara, are you asking Senator Krueger to
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Just finishing,
we al so increased Medicaid rates by 1.6 billion,
whi ch we recogni ze will hel p healthcare
institutions and providers throughout the
State of New York.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yield. And --

SENATOR KRUEGER: Me or -- sorry.
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SENATOR O MARA: Probably you
Senat or Krueger. But --

SENATOR RI VERA: If I may --

SENATOR O MARA: Qustavo i s eager
to get in here.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ri ver a.

SENATCR RI VERA: On the extension
of the Essential Plan that we were just talking
about, that actually would save counties nbney as
wel |, because of the chunk that would be
covered -- that is covered by counties now woul d
be covered by this federal noney that we'd be
getting.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam Presi dent, then. How nmuch of this total
626 mllion is going to then be hel ping the
counties out? Counties adm nister the Medicaid
program across the state, and they're taking this
hit on noney that was directed by the federal
government, enhanced FMAP paynents, to go to the
counties. Yet we're now intercepting that.

So how nuch are they going to

benefit from what you just described? Which
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don't think is much of a benefit.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

Madam President. | have to ask the Senator for
clarification. |1'mnot exactly sure what the
guestion is regarding. | would -- if the Senator

could rephrase it or say it again, just to nake
sure that | get --

SENATOR O MARA: Sure. You just
made a conment that the change in -- which
program |'mnot sure which programyou're
tal king about. But it's going to -- that's going
to benefit the counties. How so? And to what
extent, conpared to this $626 mllion cut that
they' re | ooking at?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

Madam President. The one that I'mreferring to
is not in reference to that particular cut.

What |'msaying is as far as
Emer gency Medicaid, the cost that is currently --
the chunk of it that is currently picked up by
counties would be included. So therefore the
counties would not be responsible for it if we
were to get this noney fromthe federa
government that we are referring to as Coverage

for AI.
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And t hrough you, Madam Presi dent,
it's around 220 mllion. So again, that will be
a hit of $220 million less to counties across the
st at e.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

| think I've exhausted ny tine at
this point, unless there's tinme at the end; ']l
pass it off to some of ny other coll eagues here.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you. Thank
you.

SENATOR O MARA: | guess they want
me to continue.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR O MARA: So |l will.

The -- through you, Madam Presi dent,
if the Senator would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: "' m enj oyi ng
this. Absolutely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: " msure you --

" m sure you are.

Just -- | think just one |ast
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guestion fromne here, then. There's an
expenditure in here of $10 mllion for the
Repar ati ons Comm ssion. What is that noney going
to be used for? Are there --

SENATOR KRUEGER: Staffing and
nmoving forward the comm ssion's obligation under
the |l aw we al ready passed to make recommendati ons
to New York State on addressing the concerns of
reparations.

So we believe that is over an
18-nmonth period of time. That is what the |aw
lays out. And so it's $10 mllion, but we
believe it would be spent over the course of two
fiscal years. And there's a commtnent to hire
specific staff to come up with specific
recommendations. And after that it just gets
handed to us as a report, and the Legislature and
t he Governor and | believe the people of New York
will all have an opportunity to review that and
t he reconmendati ons, and then we deci de what
happens next.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
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continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Ten million seens
like an awful lot for staff for an 18-nonth
conmi ssion. The conmi ssioners that have been
appointed there, they're not paid, to ny
understanding. Yet 10 mllion towards the
Repar ati ons Commi ssion, yet an extrenely
i nportant issue regardi ng our education funding
and Foundation Aid, you' re proposing setting up a
Foundation Aid conm ssion to study changes in the
Foundation Aid, which is the | argest portion of
our State Budget, but we're only allocating a
$1 mllion request for that. How do you bal ance
t hose two out?

SENATOR KRUECGER: Because when we
asked the question what -- how do we conme up with
a better answer on Foundation Aid, the good news
is we have nodel s that have been used in other
states in the country, and we have | ooked at the
costs they needed to spend to cone up with a new
analysis, and it has not been -- it has been

consistent with the nunber we recommended.
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You al so don't have to go back
400 years of history to do historic research
denogr aphi ¢ research, econom c research, actually
famly histories of who, what, where, why over a
400-year period. So it's a |ess work-consuni ng
project to deal with the Foundation Aid formula,
which | believe was | ast changed in 2007? 1'm
| ooking at the chair of the Education Conmittee,
who happens to be on the podium so can't
necessarily answer. 2007 was the last tinme we
changed this? So it's alittle different than
revisiting questions from400 years ago.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you. Thank
you, Senator.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

If I could just speak on the
resolution for a nonent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
O Mara on the resol ution.

SENATCR O MARA: You know, this is
anot her very concerni ng budget, as we've had over
t he past six years now, one-party control in
New Yor k, increasing spending by over
$74 billion. That's -- $74 billion is |arger

than the entire budgets of 37 states in this
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country. Certainly there's a lot smaller states
t han New York, without a doubt. But there's two
| arger states than New York: Florida and Texas.
And conbi ned, New York State budgets spend nore
t han t hem t oget her.

There's a larger state, California,
twi ce as many people as New York, yet these
budgets that are being passed in recent years are
outspending California per capita at a rate of
one and a half tines.

This is not sustainable. It's
certainly not helping the affordability issues
that we have in this state, which has caused an
exodus of tax-paying New Yorkers to other states.

Conmptrol l er Di Napoli, along with the
Busi ness Counci| president, Heather Briccetti,
did an op-ed this Monday -- |'msure we've al
seen it -- about the real loss in population, and
that the population loss is directly affecting
the tax base. That's tax revenues that that side
of the roomloves to throw around. And we're
i npedi ng that by these policies and peopl e
| eavi ng New York

New York has | agged every ot her

state com ng out of COVID and getting jobs back
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We've had a decrease in nmanufacturing jobs in
this state since before COVID, and we're
continuing to | ose manufacturing jobs. W read
about it al nost weekly, of New York conpanies in
manuf act uri ng when they're naking the decision to
streanli ne or downsi ze or whatever, and they're
mul ti state operations, they' re choosing to
shutter up in New York and do their operations in
anot her state.

Corni ng I ncorporated, in the
district | represent -- | believe it's the only
Fortune 500 conpany with its headquarters in
upstate New York -- they just shut down --
they've laid off hundreds of people in the | ast
two years. Fewer and fewer people working in
their world headquarters based in upstate
New York. They just shut down a nmanufacturing
line with over a hundred jobs, noving that to
anot her state.

They just announced investnent in a
new plant in solar -- solar energy manufacturing
for panels, a $900 mllion investnent in the
state of Mchigan. About a thousand jobs,
think, there that aren't coming to New York.

Corni ng I ncorporated, for the |last couple of
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years now, has nore enpl oyees in the state of
North Carolina than they do in New York State.
And it's a growing trend. And we're seeing it
from ot her businesses around the state.

Probably equally concerning to the
budgets in this state that we're concerned about
inthis roomis the loss of financial industry
jobs. The income and revenue generated fromthe
financial industry is over 25 percent of state
revenues. We've been | osing those jobs to other
states in recent years, and now the state of
Texas has nore financial industry jobs than we do
in New York State.

|"d |i ke somebody to explain how
we're going to get those jobs back at sone point.
This is a trend that is crushing New York State,
and it's going to crush the budgets of this state
and it's going to crush the prograns that the
majorities in this house |love to spend on.

It's shortsighted, it's not
responsible. And it doesn't bode well for the
future of New York State. W need to change this
trend. W need to be encouraging job growth. W
need a strong manufacturing sector. And we need

to save the financial industry in New York State.
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It's a recipe for disaster that we're headed on

ri ght now.
Thank you.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.
Senat or Hel m ng, why do you rise?
SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

Madam President. |If the sponsor will yield for a

f ew questi ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

If we could start with Departnent of
Public Service Article VII, Part O the RAPID
Act .

SENATOR KRUECGER: The whi ch act,
"' m sorry?

SENATOR HELM NG So the RAPI D Act
expedites permts for major renewabl e energy
proj ects, the nega-solar, the nmega-w nd farms.

In the Governor's budget she

i ncl uded the RAPI D Act. | did see that the
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one- house al so includes the RAPID Act with a
change and nodification, which | agree with: It
exenpts or carves out prine agricultural |ands.

But nmy question is in the Governor's
budget, she included the ability to use em nent
dormai n, the forceful taking of private property.
Does the Senate one-house budget include the use
of force of em nent domai n?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, | know that our chair of EnCon is
| ooking forward to answering the question. 1Is
that okay with you, Senator Hel m ng?

SENATOR HELM NG Yes, absol utely.

SENATOR KRUEGER: |"mgoing to
defer to our EnCon chair, Peter Harckham

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Har ckham

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, Madam President. Through you

The Senate | anguage neither concurs
nor agrees with the Governor on that point. W
will negotiate that point.

What we have done, as you have

referred to, is protect prine farm and and nmake

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1328

sonme ot her nodifications that we're suggesting.
But we have neither agreed nor concurred with the
Governor on that point.

SENATCR HELM NG Madam Pr esi dent
if the sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Harckham | think, will you continue to yield?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR HELM NG Senat or Har ckham
does t he one-house reject the Governor's proposal
on em nent domai n?

SENATOR HARCKHAM It neither
rejects nor concurs. That will be negotiated as
part of the ultimte budget negotiations. At
this point we are suggesting new | anguage, but
there will be a three-way negotiation on that
poi nt .

SENATCR HELM NG Madam Pr esi dent
i f Senator Harckhamw || continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG In New York State
we pride ourselves on nmaking sure that there's
funding for conservation easenents, for the
protection of devel opment rights, and doing so
much to make sure that there's adequate green
space, et cetera.

In the Governor's proposal on the
RAPI D Act it would allow for these nega, nega,
nmega sol ar and wind projects to be built on
conserved | ands, lands that not only has the
state heavily invested taxpayer dollars in, but
private investors have participated in too.

Does the Senate one-house reject
bui | di ng on conservation | ands?

SENATOR HARCKHAM The powers of
ORES have not been expanded. The office was
shifted, but there are no new powers in terns of
shifting to conserved open space.

What | will say is that in the
Envi ronnental Protection Fund we have added a | ot
nore noney for farm and protection, which we know
is an issue near and dear to nmany of our upstate
col | eagues as wel | .

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
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Madam Pr esi dent .
On the bill real quickly. Do you --
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Har ckham on the -- excuse ne.
Senat or Hel m ng on the resol ution.
SENATOR HELM NG Close. Two H s.
The use of em nent domain for
bui l di ng | arge-scal e solar and wi nd projects,
ot her energy projects, the use of conserved
| ands, is sonmething that | whol eheartedly
di sagree with and | believe that the public is
overwhel m ngly going to disagree with once they
realize that this is in the budget. Hopefully it
will be out before the final budget. Taking away
private property for the state's benefit is just
something that I will never, ever support.
But shifting gears, if
Senat or Krueger would yield for a few questions.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?
SENATOR KRUEGER: Absol utel y.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.
SENATOR HELM NG Senat or Krueger,

| think this is a subject that you're the right
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person to ask. | know we've had many
conversations about cannabis. 1've been very
critical of the Ofice of Cannabi s Managenent and
the way they've just blundered everything, how
they've slowrolled-out the permts and are
nowhere cl ose to being where they need to be.

So ny opinion is this has led to, by
not issuing the nunber of permts they should
have, it's led to the proliferation of illegal
pot shops. And now | understand, through the
budget, that there is going to be a shift, if you
will, in who can enforce the closure of these
shops. It's going to go to local nunicipalities
and | ocal |aw enforcenent.

s there any funding in the Senate
one- house budget for local nunicipalities or
| ocal |aw enforcenent specifically to help with
t his?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Pause.) |1
wanted to make sure we all got it.

So the good news is we do believe
t hat when you | ook at the Governor's ful
proposal and a few things that we added to her
proposal in our one-house, we are absolutely

making it far nore possible to do giant sweeps
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t hroughout the state and cl ose down these illicit
stores in a relatively short period of tinme, as
you and | have tal ked about and as you and |
conpl etely agree we need to do.

It doesn't create new noney fromthe
State Budget for local authorities, but it allows
| ocal comunities to pass their own | aws that
i ncl ude additional fines, additional noney that
can be collected thenselves if they choose to,
dependi ng on what nodel they choose to go.

They will have the power to padl ock
the stores after an initial review shows that
they have illegal products there. They will be
able to, in fact, then take people to court on
various categories, not just illegal cannabis.
Because they nmay have illegal cannabis, but
they're also selling other products --
potentially those products becone illegal also
when they' ve ordered the store cl osed.

So in ny discussions with OCM
they're fairly confident that if the locality
wi shes to take a nore active role and do nore
things, that they can in fact pass those | aws and
they can in fact collect nore revenues for

t hensel ves.
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SENATOR HELM NG Thr ough you
Madam President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER  The Senat or
yi el ds.

SENATCOR HELM NG It sounds |ike
anot her unfunded state nandat e.

But shifting gears now and going to
housi ng, the one-house budget proposes
$40 million for the construction of
one-to-two-famly small in-full hones. And there
are targeted areas where this noney is going to
be used, apparently. These are the large cities
outsi de of New York City -- Al bany, Binghanton
Buf fal o, Syracuse, Rochester.

My question is -- and | had the sane
guesti on when we had the HONDA program and so
many others -- why is it limted? | have small
cities in ny district, like the City of Geneva --
| know there are nmany others around the state --
who woul d benefit frominfill projects. 1Is there

any chance in the final budget we could expand?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: And you were
seeing ny col | eague Senat or Kavanagh who wants to
answer questions for you. So if it's okay with
you, I will nowsit and we will all |ook at
Senat or Kavanagh.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Kavanagh.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Yeah, so the programwe are
proposing is a brand-new programthat would -- is
i ntended specifically to deal with the fact that
there are several large -- several significant
cities upstate that have been identified as
having a great deal of vacant land that often is
owned by the municipality and woul d be
appropriate for this kind of devel opnent,
proposing $40 million -- again, it's a brand-new
initiative that's first in this bill -- you know,
in the Senate resol ution.

And it would, as you note, address
five cities. | think it would certainly be an
appropriate conversation during the negotiations

to figure out whether there are other localities
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where that kind of program would al so be
effective.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

Madam President, if the sponsor wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Senat or Kavanagh
we' ve had conversations about rent stabilization
in the past. And when we | ook at rent-stabilized
housi ng units that are being renovated through
the grant programthat is proposed in ELFA Part
AAA, has there been any thought to who wll
occupy these units?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. The programthat we are
proposi ng, there are a couple of different
aspects of this resolution that are intended to
address the fact that there's housing in the
state that needs nai ntenance and renovation in

addition to our efforts to construct new housing.
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This particular proposal that ny
col | eague raises is intended to address the fact
that there are sone significantly dil api dated
units within the rent stabilized stock. And of
course that is in New York City as well as
West chest er, Rockl and and Nassau County.

And this programis proposed to
renovate those units so that they can continue to
be avail abl e as housi ng stock and they woul d
continue to be occupied as rent-stabilized
apartnents and typically at pretty nodest rents.

So basically the affordability, to
the extent those are restricted to certain fol ks,
they would be -- rent stabilization doesn't have
rul es about who can occupy, but it does have
rul es about what the rent is appropriate to be
charged. And those laws would all still apply to
these units after the renovati ons.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
Madam President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR HELM NG Sois it fair to
say that these rental units, once they're
renovat ed, brought back online, could possibly be
and will likely be occupied by people who earn
substantial anmounts of nobney -- nore than, say,

t he average New Yorker?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, nost residents of
rent-stabilized housing across the system-- and
of course there are nore than a mllion
rent-stabilized apartnments. This is housing for
about 2.5 mllion people. Mst of those are
peopl e of quite nodest nmeans. But the rent
stabilization program does not and has never
had -- you know, in its many, many years has
never had a bar against renting to people at
hi gher i ncones.

There have been some provisions in
t he past where people could deregulate the units
entirely if they happen to be occupi ed by
househol ds above certain incones. But again,
rent-stabilized units have never been

income-restricted. So we're not changing that in
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this particular resolution today.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

Through you, Madam President, if the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Senat or Kavanagh
does the Majority support nmeans-testing to ensure
that those rent-stabilized apartnents go to the
peopl e who need them the nost?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam President, that's not before this house
t oday.

| certainly would not support the
massi ve di spl acenent that would cone if we were
to i npose that policy on thousands, perhaps
mllions of New Yorkers, but dependi ng on what
terms we m ght inpose.

But that is not -- you know, that's
not before -- you know, there's nothing in this

budget resolution that addresses that issue one
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way or the other.

SENATOR HELM NG Thr ough you
Madam President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

SENATCOR HELM NG To be clear,
Senat or Kavanagh, we're tal king about the
proposal that's in the one-house budget, and it
tal ks about increasing the nunmber of units that
are brought back onli ne.

So ny question had nothing to do, in
no way was connected with displacing people who
currently occupied -- it's about these new houses
that are comi ng online. W know we have an
i ssue. What are we doing to ensure that those
rent-stabilized apartnments will be occupied with
peopl e who need them the nost, the people --

t here shoul d be sonme neans-testing.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, we've had this debate in this
chanber on the floor, and many fol ks on the other

side of the aisle have frequently attenpted to
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repeal the tenant protections that are the
rent-stabilization laws entirely. And there are
actually bills that have been introduced in the
committee that | chair and ny coll eague is the
ranker of that would elimnate nany of the tenant
protections we've put in place that are intended
to ensure that rent-stabilized housing is
avai |l abl e for people and affordabl e.

So, you know, if -- if this -- if
sonmebody wanted to inpose sone additional
constraints on this particular funding streamto
maxi m ze the likelihood that it's avail able as
af f ordabl e housing, | suppose we can consi der
that. But that would be contrary to -- you know,
the dynami c here for nany years has been the
Majority in this house protecting these | aws,
ensuring that rent-stabilized units are avail abl e
to peopl e who need them and fol ks on the other
side of the aisle trying to gut those protections
entirely.

So it would be -- it would be
wel cone if we could have a debate about how to
maxi m ze the likelihood that people have access
to affordable housing. This particular program

is about units that are in existing housing, they
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are often already available at very lowrents --
and we need that, we need units at very | ow
rents -- but they are unavail able at the nonent
because of significant physical problens of the
units.

VWhat we're proposing is that it
woul d be worth spending public dollars to get
those units up to code, up to standards. This is
sonmet hing that landlords, snmall |andlords in
particular in ny district, have expressed a
desire to see, and they were trying to address
t hat issue here.

| have not had -- | certainly
haven't had property owners tell ne that | should
prevent themfromrenting those units to people
of nore significant incomes. But, you know, if
that were sonething that were of interest, |
suppose we could entertain it.

But again, we have mllions -- we
have a mllion apartnents. This programis
probably about 400 or so of them So, you know,
| think the goal here is to integrate this
programinto a much |arger set of laws that are
really the bedrock of protecting housing, naking

it affordable for people in New York
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SENATOR HELM NG Madam Sponsor,
|"mgoing to switch gears. So if Senator Krueger
would yield to a few questi ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do. We'll see
i f anyone else junps up to want to answer. But
let's give it a try.

SENATOR HELM NG I'mbiting my
t ongue because there is so much | want to say in
response to Senator Kavanagh, but | know it would
be out of line. W could have those discussions
of fli ne.

But shifting gears, as | said, the
one- house budget includes $15 mllion for a
f ar mwor ker housi ng revol ving | oan program

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

SENATOR HELM NG VWhich | think is
great, because we need to provide farmers with
assistance to build this nuch-needed housi ng.

But what |'m hearing fromfarners
across the state is that they're | ooking for the
expansion of the investnent tax credit to include
t he construction or renovation of farmorker

housing. | know this has been a di scussion
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they've had with so many of us in this chanber.

| s that expansi on of the investnent
tax credit in the one-house budget?

SENATOR KRUEGER: ' mjust
| ooking -- I'"'mlooking at my Agriculture chair
just to see whether she thought it was an
appropriate question for her.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: | "' m happy to take
t hat .

No, that is not in here. But as
chair of the conmttee, we've heard froma | ot of
farmers that this housing proposal for farmworker
housing is actually incredibly needed and
necessary, which is why we put it forward through
t hi s budget.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

Madam President. [|f the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER  Senat or
H nchey, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR HI NCHEY: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Yes, the
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you very

much, Senator Hi nchey.
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| -- | appreciate what is in the
budget. And again, |'ve heard from probably a
| ot of the same people you have that they support
it.

But ny question is, does the
one- house budget include expansion of the
investnent tax credit for the construction of new
farm housi ng and the renovation of existing? And
it's really that renovation of existing that is
SO i nportant.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Qur budget does
not include that, no.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

Madam Presi dent, if Senator Krueger
woul d yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | ndeed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Senat or Krueger,
there is | believe $25 mllion proposed in the
one- house budget for volunteer firefighter grants
for capital projects, | believe, et cetera.

And one of the snags that we've run
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into is that we have sone volunteer firefighting
departnments that may have one or two paid people
on staff, and so they're prevented from applying
for the grants. | think the threshold is

80 percent have to be volunteer. |If you're
slightly above that, you can't apply.

|s there anything in -- and |'ve
sent letters to the Majority asking for changes
to this program |s there any discussion going
on there? 1s there any chance that in our final
budget we will open up the grant application
process to those departnents that may just have
one or two paid firefighters?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Pause.) Thank
you. Thank you for that question.

W added 25 million additional to
what the Governor had been offering. And we are
nore than happy to open up the discussion with
t he Governor about why you are correct and we
shoul d al | ow t hat .

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.

Senat or Martins, why do you rise?
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SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
if the sponsor would yield for a couple of
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

Senator, we're voting on a
resol ution, on a one-house budget resol ution that
i ncreases the State Budget to $246 billion. Can
you tell us why it doesn't include a repeal of
Tier 6?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Pause.) Thank
you. So the good news is, we do reformTier 6 in
a variety of ways, and we back that with state
dol I ar s.

So the first change is we nmake the
final year's calculation fromfive back to three,
whi ch nakes it equivalent to the Tier 4 formula
for retirenent.

And we also -- and we continue --
the previous tiers had exclusion of overtime in

the cal cul ation of the pension, which is also to
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t he advantage of the workers and is viewed, is ny
under standing, as a significant inprovenment by
those in the |abor union world who have been
| obbyi ng us for changes.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

Madam Presi dent, if the sponsor
woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, indeed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

I"'mwell aware of the effort to
reduce vesting fromfive years to three years,
and frankly | support it. But, you know, in
tal king to our public enpl oyees, the various
col l ective bargaining units that are out there,
i ncl udi ng our teachers, the one thing that they
have asked for unaninously is the repeal
altogether of Tier 6. And it's | think an item
t hat has been w dely discussed, supported, |
believe by both sides of the aisle.

And | understood that with an

increase in a budget of 13 or 14 billion dollars,
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that there would be roomto give relief because
the need is real. | understand -- Madam
President, through you -- that we're having a
hard tine recruiting and retaining qualified

enpl oyees to work not only at the state and | ocal
| evel, and for our schools. So |I'd ask again,
beyond the Iimted five year to three year
vesting, is there any effort or anything else in
this budget that would repeal Tier 6?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So apparently ny
col | eague Senator G anaris would | ove to give you
nore answers.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So I"'mgoing to
sit now, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you.

| want to rem nd Senator Martins
that this is the nost significant effort to rol
back the m stakes of Tier 6 that he supported
when it was established in 2012, when many of
us -- those of us who are here | ong enough to
have been here on that vote -- did not.

And so | appreciate that now
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Senat or Martins cares about the public workers,
but they had the same opposition when he and his
col | eagues voted to establish Tier 6 in the first
pl ace over the obligations of our conference.

And so what we have done in this
proposal is take the first real significant steps
to roll back the m stakes that Senator Martins
and his coll eagues established, and we're very
proud of that.

Thank you.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Martins on the resol ution.

SENATOR MARTI NS: On the
resol ution, thank you.

Just to clarify, I was here in 2012,
Madam President, and |'mcertainly grateful to ny
col | eague for bringing that up. I'mwell aware
of the votes that |1've taken. And |I'mcertainly
willing to acknow edge that under the
ci rcunst ances, understandi ng where we are now 12
years later, the projections that were there in
2012 as far as savings to the state and to our

| ocal governnments | don't believe have been
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realized.

And certainly to the extent that
t hey haven't been realized and to the extent that
we recogni ze they haven't been reali zed,

Madam President, | find it odd and frankly

i ncredi bly hypocritical that we are sitting here
tal king about an issue that is clainmed to be
opposed and yet we have the opportunity to repeal
it wholesale to give relief to our public

enpl oyees, and yet we do not hing.

So |l find it incredibly hypocritical
that here | stand, soneone who did in fact vote
for this in 2012, telling you that | would
support a repeal, and yet the question -- or the
answer that | get back is that | voted for it.

So here we are.

Madam President, if the sponsor
woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUECGER: Yes i ndeed.

SENATOR MARTI NS: | have a question
regardi ng the New York Housing Qpportunity
Corporation. |'m hoping you can answer sone

guestions for ne, perhaps Senator Kavanagh?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Do you mind if
t he Housing chair takes it?

When ny col | eagues junmp up, | get
what they are hoping to have happen.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Martins.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to ask -- you know, | see
here that there is a requirenment for consultation
with local governnents with regard to their |oca
zoning authority. But in fact if the corporation
does not believe that it is in their best
interests or they don't believe that the locality
is properly responding to their requests, that
t hey can override the local zoning authority of
t hose conmunities by a two-thirds vote. |Is that
right?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, yes.

Just to anyone who m ght be tuning
inlate, we're tal king about a new proposal in
the Senate resolution that would create a new

programsimlar to the Mtchell-Lama program of
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many years ago, where the state in a very short
period of time constructed an enornous anount of
housi ng to neet the needs of that generation.
That housing is still available in many of our
communities. And yet the rate at which we've
produced housi ng has not kept up, so the Senate
is proposing a brand-new initiative to build
housi ng, particularly focusing on building
housi ng on state | and.

And yes, this as proposed, if the
state were building housing on state |land after
consul tation and several other procedural steps
that are in the bill, they would be able to
proceed with construction notw thstandi ng | ocal
rules that m ght prevent a private devel oper on
private property from building on that.

And by the way, it is not unusual
for state agencies not to have to conply with
village and town and city and county rul es when
they are doing the work of the people on behalf
of the state on state property.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
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continue to yield?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So would this
effort be subject to SEQR and subject to a SEQR
anal ysis on a project-by-project basis?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: (Pause.) The --
this -- | just wanted to check with our staff
here. But this bill does not alter the
requi renents of SEQR. So there may be
ci rcunst ances where a project -- you know, SEQR
woul d apply if SEQR woul d ot herwi se apply.
There's not hing about these projects or this
programthat alters the requirenent of SEQR

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

Senat or vyi el ds.
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SENATCOR MARTI NS: Wul d these
projects be adm nistered by the |ocal building
departnment for permtting purposes and oversi ght
of construction?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, these would be constructed in
the normal way that, you know, construction
occurs, which -- and when state governnents build
things, they typically get permits fromloca
bui | di ng departnments and other authorities that
approve those things. And this bill doesn't
change any of that.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Through you, if the sponsor
woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Wul d these
projects be placed on the tax rolls and be
subj ect to |l ocal taxation by the |ocal
comuni ti es and school districts?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, the bill does permt the
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granting of paynments in lieu of taxes through
these projects. So they're not, strictly
speaki ng, property taxes.

But again, it is not unusual when
State entities -- state entities are not
generally subject to local property taxes. But
typically it is something -- a paynent in |lieu of
that tax that is intended to basically be the
equi val ent of the revenue that m ght be generated
by property taxes.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Whul d t he paynent
inlieu of taxes be determ ned by the | ocal
comunity?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. There are provisions in the

bill that require consultation with the |oca
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comunity, as | nentioned. But ultimately it
woul d be this entity that, again, would be
overseen by, you know, all of us as a state
entity. But that state entity would put these
deal s toget her and determ ne the anount of
property taxes that are appropriate. Again,
presumably in consultation with the |oca
governnent, as is not unusual

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So | understand
the effort here is to pronote and build
af fordabl e housing. So will there be a
nmeans-testing with regard to access to housing in
t hese units?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam President. Yes, there are various -- there

are various different nodels of housing that
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m ght be built with various affordability

requi renents. But the expectation here is that
we -- not just the expectation, the provisions of
this are intended to construct housing that is

af f ordabl e but not necessarily at the very | owest
| evel s of incone.

There are provisions in here that
woul d provi de housing for people in mddle-incone
househol ds as well as | ower-incone househol ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Soisit -- is it
fair to say that this housing will be geared
towards an area nedi an i nconme and a percent age of
area nedi an incone? And if so, can you tell ne
what your expectation is with regard to what that
area nedi an i ncone percentage woul d be?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
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Madam Presi dent, yes, the nechanismthat we use
to tal k about affordability in this bill is, as
it is with nost housing prograns, the area nedian
i ncone.

Area nedian inconme is a nunber, a
set of nunbers that are set, that are defined and
cal cul ated by the federal governnent for
basically every part of the United States.
There's an area nedi an i ncone for each area,
typically, in a nmetropolitan-area basis, which
reflects the -- you know, the incone of folks in
t hat market who -- who are | ooking for housing in
t hat market .

The bill sets a maxi num of
165 percent of area nedian incone. And that
nunber woul d actually vary wi dely dependi ng on
what part of the state you're building in. But
it also permts and it would be our anticipation
that additional state subsidies mght be used to
|l ower -- to also provide units for people at
| ower incones.

And again, this is an authority that
woul d have the ability to devel op housing in a
very wi de range of contexts. And presunably the

econom c viability of the project, the -- you
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know, the condition of the site and the | ocal
needs for housing would be the factors that you'd
want to consider in determ ning which projects
make sense where

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So there are
peopl e who woul d argue that 165 percent of area
medi an inconme in certain areas could be an awful
|l ot of noney and is not, in fact, affordable.

But, you know, if we're pivoting for
a second to an affordabl e housing crisis that we
al | understand exists and we've all spoken about
and has been a priority in this state certainly
for years, can you tell me do you know how nany
units -- rent-stabilized units or rent-controlled
units -- in New York City, of the 2.3 mllion

bel i eve you nmentioned earlier, are occupied by
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peopl e earni ng above New York City's average
medi an i ncone?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam President. Just to clarify, also, |
nmenti oned that the nunber my coll eague was citing
before -- | think it was a slightly |arger
nunber, actually, but that was the nunber of
people who live in those units. There are a
about a mllion -- just for clarity, there are
about a million households in rent-stabilized
housi ng i n Nassau, New York City, Westchester and
Rockl and counties. And | don't have those --
that data at ny fingertips here. O course
that's not the subject of the budget resol ution
we' re di scussi ng today.

But as a general nmatter, people who
live in rent-stabilized housing, the overwhel m ng
maj ority of them make very nobdest incones and
certainly substantially bel ow the 165 percent AM
that we're tal king about that we were just
ref erenci ng.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
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continue to yield?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

SENATOR MARTI NS: Soif I'm-- if |
were to tell you there are 835,000 out of the
2.3 mllion | referenced earlier who have an
i ncone of over $100,000 in New York City in
rent-stabilized housing, would you agree that if
we're dealing with affordability and the nedi an
income in New York City being $78,000, that we
have a responsibility as we | ook at the
affordability crisis to | ook at people who are
af fl uent, sone earning nultiple nultiples of area
medi an i nconme who continue to live in
rent-stabilized apartnments that should be
occupi ed by people who are neans-tested to live
in there, don't you think that would be a great
step in ternms of providing housing for people who
are soci oecononically chal l enged and are | ooking
for housi ng?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam President. The area nedian incone in the
New York City nmetropolitan area -- which includes
my district and ny colleagues' -- for a single

person living in a single-person household is
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$98, 900. The area nedian inconme for a

t wo- per son household is $113,000 a year. For

t hree persons, $127,100. And for a four-person
househol d is $141,200. That is the area nedian

i ncome as cal cul ated by HUD and by the Census

Bur eau.

That, we understand -- again, |I'm--
if ny colleague wants to check, |I'mreading
off -- HPD has a particularly clear and

strai ghtforward, you know, website that presents
t hese nunbers. So if ny coll eague or his staff
wants to take a | ook, they're wel cone to do that.
The rent-stabilized housing in
New York City is overwhel m ngly occupi ed by
peopl e of nopdest incomes who would not be able to
afford to live in our city in market-rate housing
Wi thout -- without this program This program
has been in place for decades. It is the bedrock
of why New York City is a place where teachers
and firefighters and police officers and soci al
wor kers and, you know, storekeepers have been
able to live in our communities. |It's the
bedrock of the economi c diversity of our city.
And there are -- it is true that the

programis not nmeans-tested. And by the way, no
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formal representative of property owners that |'m
awar e of has ever suggested to ne that we ought
to pass a law that requires themto rent
apartnents to people of |ower incones rather than
peopl e of higher incomes. Generally, property
owners prefer tenants of higher incones because
they are nore able and reliable rent payers.

But for what it's worth, if that is
a proposal that ny coll eagues -- who seem
interested in that today -- would like to
propose, you know, it certainly could be
pr oposed.

But there is no proposal that |I'm
aware fromthe many representatives of
rent-stabilized housing that have very well-paid
| obbyi ng operations that has brought to us to
make that change to that housing. If you did it
in a very aggressive way, it mght displace a |lot
of people. If you nerely said very wealthy
people can't live in rent-stabilized housing, you
woul d be tal king about a very small nunber of
peopl e.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1364

Martins on the resol ution.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent, on the resol ution.

You know, | don't think | or anyone
el se have nentioned repealing rent stabilization,
rent control. Haven't talked about it at all in
terms of repealing it. And we understand the
i nmportance that it has to New York City and,
frankly, to many conmunities downstate in the
netropol i tan area.

What | amtal ki ng about is affl uent
people, rich people living in rent-stabilized
apartnents when this house continues to talk
about the need for affordability in housing.
Affordability in housing, that we have to have
housi ng for people who have limted neans. And
yet we continue to ignore the fact that there are
hundreds of thousands of people living in
rent-stabilized apartnments, paying bel ow market
rent, that are affluent and well above what they
woul d otherwi se qualify for if they were
nmeans-tested today.

So we're tal king about buil ding
housi ng in comunities across New York State,

including in my district, controlled by soneone
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who' s appoi nted by the Governor and by the
Majority in this house and the other house, who
are going to make decisions with regard to
bui | di ng af fordabl e housing. And yet the
Majority in this chanber refuses to | ook at the
housing in the i medi ate area where you yourself
live, and in your district where you have rich
peopl e, affluent people, living in apartnents who
are making multiples of area nmedian i ncome. Look
at the facts.

So why don't we tal k about those
hundreds of thousands of units and nmeans-testing
them so that rich people can afford to pay their
own rent and make those sane units available to
peopl e who are looking to live in New York City
and in the nmetropolitan area and can't afford to
do so?

So | don't want -- Madam President,
| don't want to hear about | obbyists and owners
and what they want to do and how they want to do
it and they're not asking for this. It's not
about what they're asking about.

It's whether or not we have the
courage of our convictions in this chanber when

we tal k about a commtnent to building affordable
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housi ng, and whet her or not that includes going
back and | ooking at the affordability of those
units that have historically served as the
bedrock of our housing in New York City and in
the netropolitan area, and nmake the deci sion that
we shoul d have years ago, which is make it
nmeans-tested, allowi ng for the opportunity for

t hose people who aren't maki ng what sonme of those
peopl e who are living there right now are

maki ng -- give themthe opportunity to live in an
af f ordabl e apart nent.

Madam President, with that, "Il sit
and al |l ow anot her one of ny coll eagues to
cont i nue.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Borrell o, why do you rise?

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Good afternoon,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Good
af t ernoon.

SENATOR BORRELLO "' m | ooking for
some answers on new Part HHH, specifically Ag &
Markets. \Who would --

SENATOR KRUEGER: And ny col | eague

Senat or Hi nchey would | ove to answer those
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guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
H nchey, do you yield?

SENATOR HI NCHEY: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.
Excuse ny back while | ask the question into the
m cr ophone.

We're now three years into what we
have passed, the |l egalization of recreational
marijuana in New York State -- three years now
this nmonth. And we are now proposing a bail out
for pot farners of $128 million. W all, |
t hi nk, can agree that this has been an abj ect

failure. | think it's been said on both sides of

the aisle: Sonmehow New York State has nmanaged to

screw up pot. | don't know how that happens, but
we did.

Wth that said, are we aware of any
ot her states that have had to bail out their
recreational marijuana busi ness?

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. As far as we know, not in other

st at es.
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But we are incredibly -- we feel
it's incredibly inmportant to nake sure that our
ag producers and our farmers receive the support
t hat they need.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR HI NCHEY: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Senat or Hi nchey,
| agree. You and | have actually worked together
on that topic, because | have farmers, new
farmers in some cases, in ny district that are
struggling because of this botched rollout of
recreational marijuana.

But part of this bailout, it |ooks

like it's 128 mllion; 60 mllion for cannabis
farmer loans, 40 mllion for cannabis farmer
grants, and 28 mllion for farmer tax credits.

Do we have any idea how upsi de down
we are in the State of New York so far with the
rollout of recreational marijuana? W've got the

O fice of Cannabis Managenent that's filled with

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1369

si x-figure enpl oyees. W have -- obviously
there's a whole cost of trying to enforce the
illegal shops. Do we have any nunber as to how
much New York State taxpayers have | ost because
of the botched rollout of recreational marijuana?

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | don't right now have any
nunbers on the broader spectrum of cannabis
across the state.

But | think it's incredibly
i nportant to recogni ze and acknow edge that these
are growers who we asked to grow the product for
the market. And so the 128 million here is to
cover the | osses that they woul d have seen since
the roll out was del ayed, and maki ng sure that
t hey have the funds to be able to stay in
busi ness noving into the next grow ng cycle.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR HI NCHEY: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO | agree with
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you. | just don't see an end to this. Because
we still haven't really, you know, pulled out of
this tailspin so far.

But with that being said, there
is -- there appears to be an all owance that would
give a portion of those funds, they can be |like
subal | ocated or transferred to any depart nment,
agency or public authority. Wy would we take
that away from Ag & Markets? Unless |'m
m sunder st andi ng t hat .

SENATOR HI NCHEY: (Pause.) Through
you, Madam President. W had this program
originally running through Ag & Markets because
this is a farmrelief package. But a nunber of
t hese prograns will be run through ESD, because
t hey have the mechanisnms to be able to do the tax
pi ece and the | oan piece, which is very normal.
But starting with Ag & Markets, since it's
actually an ag program

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR HI NCHEY: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO My | ast question
on this. Even though there are a lot -- nost of
the farmers are absolutely struggling. But there
are a fewthat are doing all right. Wat are the
requi renents going to be for accessing these
funds? Do we have anything set in place to
ensure that this is going to those that are nost
in need?

SENATOR HI NCHEY: (Pause.) Through
you, Madam President. First of all, this package
is only for the conditional cultivators. So
there's a limted nunber of farmers already in
this package. And they have to establish that
t hey' ve actually experienced financial |osses.

So that could be default on | oans or other types
of things like that.

But there are mechanisns in place to
make sure that the noney is actually going to the
farmers that have experienced | osses over the
| ast year.

SENATOR BORRELLO G eat.

Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: On the

resol uti on, Senator Borrello.
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SENATOR BORRELLO On the
resol ution.

Thank you, Senator Hi nchey, for your
answers.

| just think we all should | ook
around and say to oursel ves, how has governnent
been able to screw up narijuana in New York
State? And it's really easy to point out to the
fact that we have not only allowed the black
mar ket to flourish, but we've also really
destroyed the ability for us to create a good
infrastructure for the |l egal market.

So this is areal problem It's a
real problem But you know what? W knew this
was going to be a problemthree years ago when we
debated this bill originally. Mself and ny
col | eagues, we all said this was going to happen.
But nobody wanted to listen. So | realize that
now we' ve got to dedicate even nore than funding.

But this was sold to the peopl e of
New York State as a panacea. There was going to
be this amazing new nmarket, this amazi ng new
industry. And it was going to create hundreds of
mllions of dollars a year in tax revenue. And

we're going to have all these potrepreneurs al
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over New York State that are going to be naking
noney. Look where we are now. The only people
maki ng noney are the people that are doing it
illegally. Those are the only fol ks maki ng noney
ri ght now.

So this has been a sad rollout. And
we need to fix it. And I'"'mglad we're going to
hel p our farmers, but | don't see an end to this
until we start doing, first and forenost, what we
shoul d have done. |f people are selling pot
illegally, if they're a storefront -- | don't
care if it's in New York City or it's in ny town
or wherever it is, those folks need to go to
prison. Ckay?

Fi nes, seizures? Those are just a
cost of doing business for these folks. They'll
just add that into the cost of doing business.
They cl ose, they reopen. Until you really have
the spine to put people in prison for selling
drugs illegally, this isn't going to end.

So, Madam President, with that [|"]
nove on to the next topic. |If the sponsor would
yield on TED Part WNspecifically with the
el ectric bus mandate.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
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Krueger, | think that's ny question. So |I'm
going to conme down.

SENATOR KRUEGER: |"msorry, |
wanted to respond to earlier. But please, your
guestion is fine.

If you don't mnd, | would like to
answer al so on your cannabis questions first.

While | appreciate nmy coll eague's
points, just for the record, it's not a conplete
failure. 1t's going slower than we hoped.

Al t hough when you conpare New York State's
rollout of |egal cannabis with the other states
around the country, they also took at |east two
years. W're taking three years. That's
frustrating. But nobody decided to bring whole
| awsuits against the other states to prevent us
frommoving forward with the |icenses.

And they are noving forward quite
fast now W in fact have people who created
cannabi s busi nesses in other states noving here
because they see that they'll make nore noney as
New Yorkers creating | egal businesses. So we're
actually seeing a growth in the nunber of people
starting cannabi s busi nesses, even though

everybody says it's not working, it's going too
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sl ow.

They actually expect, OCM to
actual ly have revenue to start to invest in the
commtnments of the original MRTA | aw by the new
fiscal year, which is very encouraging. And
t hey' ve been noving forward with the |icensing.

You're totally right about our being
bl i ndsi ded by the nunber of illegal stores and
the fact that in its own bizarre entrepreneuri al
way, we saw |l arge corporations deciding to
underwrite illegal stores. And that really has
harmed us and has held us back. But we are
trying to resolve that. W are inproving that.
And | believe the other sections of the |aw that
we are putting forward in this budget will help
us address that.

And frankly, the noney that you
asked about, and ny col | eague answered, we
al ready had a loan fund built into the MRTA. And
since people are asking for it now, we wll
trigger that, and it won't actually cost us noney
because it's a loan fund. You have to pay it
back.

The grants, as she described, wll

be specifically to a universe of farners who can
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docunent that they are the ones who were harnmed
for that at | east one year where there was not
enough buying of their product. And we have
tried to come up with a nunber of alternatives,
and we stuck on this.

And finally, the tax credit was the
request of people who pointed out that if they
were in al nost any ot her business of equival ent
category, we woul d have given thema tax credit.
But because they're not -- sinply because they
were eligible based on federal law for a matching
state tax credit. But of course federal |aw
doesn't allow tax credits for marijuana.

Therefore, they asked for a specific
set of changed rules so that they can take the
state credit they woul d have been able to take
wi t hout our even having to deal with it. So |
think that's a conpletely legitinate question by
busi ness that we're answering this way.

So yes, fabul ous, everything worked?
"1l be the first one to say no. And | wote
that bill. A conplete disaster? Totally not
true when you | ook at what we're doing conpared
to the other states who have been in business

much | onger who are actually saying to us daily,
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Ch, we wish we did that. ©Ch, we're going to do
that. Oh, we're going to do that.

So | ask everyone, let's have that
di scussion again in a year with these changes
added this year, and we may all be able to have a
very different set of discussions specifically to
cannabi s.

And now | will be happy to address
t he next set of questions.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | believe
Senat or Mayer will be on the question from
Senator Borrello.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Oh, right. Thank
you.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | also want to
rem nd ny coll eagues that we have 30 m nutes
remai ning in debate. There are still a half a
dozen nmenbers beyond Senator Borrello. So we do
intend to enforce concl usion of debate at 1:35.
And so if the nmenbers go long, they're only
taking time away fromtheir coll eagues, so.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So yes indeed,
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we' ve changed Madam Presi dents.

So Shell ey Mayer, the chair of
Education, will answer your questions.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCR MAYER: | want to nake
cl ear which section you' re asking about.

SENATOR BORRELLO It's TED Part
WN specifically on the electric bus nandate.

SENATOR MAYER: Are you referring
to school bus?

SENATOR BORRELLO Well, both
school and municipal. But we can start with
school. That obviously would fall under your --

SENATOR MAYER: Ckay. Thank you.

SENATOR BORRELLO Yeah. So am |
correct that in the budget we are creating a task
force to study the inpact of the electric school
bus mandate? |s that correct?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent. Wat we have done is in hearing
the -- some of the conplications in this rollout,

we've created a zero-em ssi ons school bus
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committee which is going to be conprised of a

| ar ge nunber of state stakehol ders, hold hearings
so that all of the people inpacted can have their
voi ces heard, and report back within a year's
time on sone of the inpedinents and chal |l enges so
that we can be m ndful of the challenges while we
continue to stay with the deadlines that were in
the original act.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So we're going
to nove ahead with the deadlines, that you're not
going to -- we're not going to suspend those
deadl i nes while we get sone answers to sonme very
serious questions. Like are we going to be able
to safely transport our children on these buses?
Are we going to have enough range, particularly
in the wintertinme, when we transport our children
on these school buses? Wiere is the noney going

to come fron? Not just for the buses, but for
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the infrastructure.

So we're not going to suspend this
very short tineline of about -- less than three
years while we answer those questions, is that
correct?

SENATCR MAYER: Senator Borrello,
as you know, the actual requirenment does not go
into effect until buses are purchased after 2027.
W have adequate tinme both to | ook at any
techni cal things that may require nodification
while at the same tine to renmain true to our
conmm tnent to nove to a safer environnent for our
kids, which is the -- really the notivating
factor with this change to electric school buses.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO You' re sayi ng
the safety of our children. There are sone major
concerns. Electric vehicles tend to burn quickly

and very hot. W really don't have a safety plan
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in place in the event that a school bus starts on
fire. W recently heard that the em ssions from
the burning of the tires -- because the tires
are -- the heaviness of the weight of the school
buses, actually the rubber tires actually
di sintegrate faster, |leading to nore eni ssions.
Wi ch, according to the study that we saw, was
actually worse than that the em ssions from
di esel power.

So | guess in less than three
years -- and school s obviously have to plan well
i n advance for capital purchases -- why are we
not suspending this tineline when we really don't
have any answers to those questions?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,
Madam President. First of all, schools are
required to have a school safety plan that
i ncludes the use of electric school buses.

Secondly, the facts -- or the
suggestion by ny coll eague that these are al
facts that he knows, the fact is that noving to
el ectric vehicles has been proven to be a w se
and safer alternative

And because we have heard concerns

of the school bus conpani es, of the school
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districts, we have created this conmttee which
will have a very short turnaround to actually
| ook at the details that may cause some concerns.

The other thing I would note is that
t he Governor proposed to add three full-tine
workers to the State Education Departnent to be
focused on school bus issues. And we have urged
NYSERDA to take an even nore proactive role in
educating those affected on the details of both
financing and inpl enentation of this requirenent.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: In the interests
of time, this will be my |ast question.

W have heard from school districts
across the state about the costs of this. |Is
there anything in this budget that will inprove
the funding available? A paltry 500 mllion on
what's going to be tens of billions of dollars is

all we've got so far. Anything in the budget
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that's going to inprove the financial outlook so
it doesn't devastate school property-tax payers?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent. The Governor has proposed to

i nclude bond act funds in the cal cul ation of

rei nbursable aid. W have expanded that to

i nclude federal funds, because there are federal
funds avail abl e.

And if our provision is adopted, it
will be even nore beneficial financially for
school districts as they nove forward to conply.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
on the reso.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrell o on the resol ution.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: | under st and
that we really need to dodge this topic a |ot
because everybody's heard fromthe school
districts. |It's going to be about $20 billion
just to replace the buses. That doesn't include
the infrastructure costs. And we're talking
about bonds and | oans and we're going to dedicate
nore fundi ng maybe fromthe Environnental Bond
Act .

It doesn't scratch the surface,
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folks. You are all hearing it. W need to punp
the brakes on this nmandate before it's too |ate.
Because schools are already starting to -- they
have to make these purchases. And in sone cases,
they're getting I enons. W already heard that
fromthe school district, that these buses are
actually not working well, period.

But with that being said,
Madam President, if | could just nove on to the
housi ng section in the reso. Anybody? Anybody?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | don't notice |I'm being called
on unless Liz Krueger is also standing.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KAVANAGH: But |'m happy to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.
Through you, Madam President. There's nmade
mention in the budget a very vague term nol ogy
that the Majority in this one-house budget

supports good-cause eviction, but there's really
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no specifics. Can you explain exactly what the
conference's, your conference's position is on
good- cause eviction?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam President. As ny coll eague notes, the
resol ution says that this conference supports the
basi c principle of good-cause eviction as part of
a broader agreenment on housing that we're hoping
to achieve in the next few weeks in the course of
t he budget negoti ati ons.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So is it your
intention to inplenent, as part of this budget,
good- cause eviction as the piece of |egislation
sits now?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam President. ['mgoing to take that as the

col l ective "you" and not ny personal views.
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SENATOR BORRELLO Yes. Not you
personal ly.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: The resol ution
states the conference's position. W intend to
i npl enent good- cause eviction, a bill that
reflects the principles that are on the books in
several other states that were -- you know,
good- cause eviction has been on the books in
New Jersey for nmany years. It's been on the
books in California since 2019, Oregon and ot her
pl aces.

It is our intention to negotiate a
versi on of good-cause eviction. Cbviously if you
wanted to say that we were goi ng adopt precisely
the terms of an existing bill, we could have done
that. W are taking the position that the
princi pl e of good-cause eviction is inportant.
It's something that many of us have fought for
for along time. And we have put -- the Senate
Majority has put forth a very broad set of
proposal s on housing that really are intended to
address this crisis throughout the state. And we
think tenant protections in the form of
good- cause eviction are an inportant part of

t hat .
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SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So is it the
intention of the Senate Majority to perhaps nore
specifically outline in the final budget proposal
what parts, if not all parts, of good-cause
eviction will be supported as part of this
budget ?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, yes, it is nmy expectation that
we will negotiate in this budget sone statutory
| anguage t hat provides the protections of
good- cause evi cti on.

| nmentioned the principle of
good- cause eviction. The basic principle of
good- cause eviction is that you can't be evicted
fromyour hone for no good reason. And
good- cause eviction statutes tend to enunerate

t hose. | don't think a sentence about the
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princi pl es of good-cause eviction that's included
in the resolution is going to have much effect if
that's all we say in adopted statutory | anguage.

So yes, the goal would be to create
a statute that provides those -- the benefits of
t hose protections in New York

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER  The Senat or
yi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO You know, |
understand that there's kind of a collision
course here between trying to create nore housing
opportunities and, you know, really deterring
those fol ks that are in the housing business
t hrough things |ike good-cause eviction from
actual ly creating nore housing.

So with that being said, one program
that did seemto work well was 421-a, but yet the
Majority has refused to renew that program \Wat

is the plan to address those projects that are
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al ready under construction that fall under the
421-a progranf

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | just have to begin -- |
didn't hear a question mark, but there is not --
there is not, in ny view, a collision course
bet ween the effort to provide tenants and
homeowner s who al ready have housi ng basic
protections for the stability in their honmes, and
al so trying to produce new housi ng.

W' ve done both of those things for
along time. W need to continue to do those
things. The Senate Majority in this resolution
i s saying roughly the sanme thing about the
provi sion that my coll eague just nentioned, which
is intended to -- which would be intended to
permt projects to nmove forward in New York with
sonme tax breaks and the tenant protections of
good- cause eviction. That we are conmtted to
negoti ati ng versions of those that could be
enacted in this budget in a negotiation with the
Executive and our colleagues in the Assenbly.

And, you know, we've had many
conversations since that tax break has expired

about how specifically to allow those projects to
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nove forward. But it is our intention to get
both of those things done as reflected in this
resolution in the course of this budget
negotiation in the next few weeks.

SENATOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Borrello on the resol ution.

SENATOR BORRELLO | think we've
had a thene here today as we've asked a | ot of
guestions, mnyself and my col |l eagues, about
housi ng.

But just to address the point. The
collision course is the fact that we are telling
people in general that are in the housing
busi ness that you're no longer in control -- how
much you can charge for rent, whether or not you
can renove sonmeone fromthe property that you
own, whether or not you're going to be able to,
you know, have the necessary nmeans to build new
housi ng.

That's what | nmean when | say a
collision course. These things are not
exclusive. |In fact, nost devel opers are saying

how difficult it is to build housing, to maintain
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housi ng, you know, to actually nake basic

i nprovenents to their housing, and naintenance,
because of the restrictions, the handcuffs that
are put on them by New York State governnent.

So this is a collision course, and
we're going to have a probl em ahead of us.
Because unl ess we want to just have all
government -run housing in New York State, the
private sector has been devastated by the
policies of this New York State Legislature.

And with that, | will yield ny tine.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Tedi sco.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,

Madam President. [I'mgoing to limt nyself to
five mnutes. |'mlooking at ny watch here
because there's several of ny other nenbers who |
want to respect who want to say sone things.

First of all, very quickly, we've
had a lot of illustrations of why we're in the
position that we are in, in terns of being nunber
one in outmgration. This is the nother --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Excuse ne,

Senat or Tedi sco. Are you on the --
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SENATOR TEDI SCO. On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Are you on
t he resol uti on?

SENATOR TEDI SCO. On the
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or .

SENATCR TEDI SCO W are the nother
of out-exodus in terns of this particul ar budget.
It's the nmother, this resolution, of outmgration
and exodus fromthe State of New York. W' ve
seen all the illustrations of that.

One of those was the discussion we
had about our famly farnms, in not providing them
a tax credit for housing. |If you want to provide

a tax credit that hel ps housing, it's not going

to be just one bill or one piece of |egislation,

inrelationship to this budget -- or any program
|"ve got the bill. 1It's 8804,

S8804. | got the nunber yesterday. It provides

the same tax credit for farmwrkers, for our
farmers in the State of New York, as we provided
| ast year for capital projects, building
bui | di ngs so we can have production. And if you

want to sponsor that, you can. But you should
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put it back in this budget, that tax credit for
farmwrkers. One, it will help the econony.

Two, it will help the honeless. Three, it wll
incentivize our farmers to get workers, because
we have a dearth. Fourth, when there's an
energency, they' Il be right there. Farners
respect that. Wen the weather's bad, they |ike
to have their workers right there.

You' ve done a | ot of bad to them
and people across this state, but this would
really help them So that tax credit bill is
here, | have a sponsor in the Assenbly, but you
could put it in the budget.

Now |I'm going to go to asking
sonmebody to yield on our parks, parks and
recreation

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Serrano, do you yield?

SENATOR SERRANO Yes

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,
Senat or Serrano.

Governor Hochul put something in her

one- house budget. It was one of the only good
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things that was in there. It was nothing really
hel ping affordability or public safety, which
this al so doubl es down on, this resolution. But
she put |language in there that said every single
park, all 200 parks, would have to put security
systens in.

Is that in this particular
resol uti on?

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you
Through you, Madam President. Thank you,
Senat or .

In the then-Parks comm ssioner's
testimony on the Executive Budget, he indicated
$53 mllion that was all ocated by the Executive
for things like security that the Parks
Department woul d use for security caneras,
et cetera.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Wul d t he
gentl eman yield for another question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Were you
fini shed, Senator Serrano?

SENATOR SERRANC |"mnot quite
done.

And in addition, in our Senate

one- house, we added additional capital funds,
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whi ch again could be used for that, could be used
for caneras, can be used for other security
nmeasures in state parks. So we've actually added
to that -- to that notion.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. On the
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Tedi sco on the resolution

SENATCR TEDI SCO Yeah, we had a
case in Mreau Park -- and this is not unique,
crinme across the state. Very little in this
budget, zero in the budget that the Governor --
this resolution the Governor sent us. The girl
was abducted, the man drove in, drove out. She
woul dn't be alive today unless the nan nade a
m st ake and put a ransom note at her house and
the cop was out there and they tracked hi m down.

Call ed the Parks departnment in the
State of New York, the conm ssion, and they said
no, we don't have it. They put her in Mreau
Park, going into parks and | eaving parks. Not in
t he parks wat ching people swi mm ng or picnicking.

| put a bill in for all over 200
parks and recreational facilities to have caneras

as you go into a park and leave a park. It's a
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commonsense safety feature. Hochul | believe had
canmeras in her bill. It was security. W're not
sure if it's cameras or not, and I'mnot sure if
they' re tal ki ng about caneras going in or

| eavi ng.

But it's a conmopnsense thing. W
don't see a |lot of conmmon sense right nowin
terms of public safety.

In terms of this bill, as | said,
it's the nother of all exodus budget resolutions
right now, because it increases taxes, it
i ncreases spending, it does nothing really about
public safety. And it's just going to nmake nore
peopl e | eave the State of New York

We' re nunber one in outmgration,
one of seven states that |ost another
representative, projected to | ose three nore
Congress people in 2030. You saw the |ast report
that came out: Nunmber one issue is
affordability. Second is public safety.

So I"'mgoing to have to vote no on
this resolution, Madam President. And | urge ny
col | eagues to go back and think about the
$7 billion for taxes, $13 mllion in spending.

Unenpl oynment noney, when you talk
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about small businesses -- all the small

busi nesses are going to pay for that

unenpl oynment. Over 40 states paid for it at the
back end through COVID. You're putting it on the
backs of small businesses. Wen you say only

1 percent are mllionaires, 99 percent are

m ddl e-i ncone and | ower. Sixty-five percent of
this state says there's an affordability problem

So it's not only millionaires we're
tal king about. W are tal king about
m ddl e-i ncone. Wen you say you're going to keep
the tax structure for them that was three years
ago. There's inflation right now If you put
the sane tax structure on the m ddl e-i ncone,
you're increasing their taxes because of
inflation.

This is a terrible resolution,
budget resolution. And you' ve got to rethink the
agenda. Because when 101, 000 peopl e are |eaving
the State of New York, you know your agenda is
failing.

So let's go back and correct that a
little bit. You're representatives, and that's
what they're telling you

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Tedi sco.

Senat or Mattera, why do you rise?

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. Wuld the sponsor yield for
sonme questions? This is on the New York HEAT
Act .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: On what
subj ect ?

SENATCOR MATTERA: It's on the
subject -- on TED Part P. And it's ny good
friend -- thank you so nuch, Senator Krueger.
And | wanted to talk to you --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUECGER: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: And | was hopi ng
that we can tal k about cannabis, but we're not
going to be doing that.

As | understand it, the legislation
abol i shes the 100-foot rule, which obligates a
utility to connect to any custoners wthin

100 feet of a gas line to a main line free of
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charge. UWilities and conpanies |I've spoken to
that operate in this space have told nme that this
will lead to |laying off 30 percent of good

wor kers, good uni on workers, and nonuni on workers
in the plunbing industry, obviously wth our
utility workers, plunbers, pipe fitters. Al

t hese people, they'd be laid off.

Does this | egislation contain any
funding to retain or retrain those laid off
wor ker s?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Pause.) Thank
you, Senator.

So in this bill the answer is no.
In other things we have done we've put | think
$20 mllion into the Departnent of Labor for
retraining of pipe professionals. And we put
addi tional nmoney into -- $25 mllion into NYPA
So that actually totals 45 mllion.

But | think your question is so
important in the context of what we need to do
and New York HEAT is just one piece of. W're
all arguing back and forth, how can we go into a
green econony? Wat will happen when we go into
a green econony, whether we're tal king buses or

pi pes or boilers.
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Well, the truth is we actually know
that in a new green econonmy we will have nore
jobs for all of these workers. Maybe -- and |

respect, because we have tal ked about this many
times, that you in fact come froma history of
being a | abor | eader for plunbers. W all know
that and respect you for that. There are going
to be other nodels of work in a green econony
wi th new jobs that nobody's even understood they

were going to have an opportunity to get. There

will be nore jobs for people.
Actually, if we continue -- and this
is sonething you and | agree on -- wth expansion

of geothermal energy opportunities, both
one-on-one in individual houses or through
net wor ks, which are extrenely exciting, they not
only have zero-carbon footprints, but you put
pipes in the ground. You're just not putting oil
and gas through those pipes, you' re putting hot
wat er .

Wth electric buses, we're not going
to be telling people you have to chuck every
val uabl e bus that still should be on the road.
We're doing it over tine so it will be the

transition.
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The new buses will be electric. The
ol d buses are conbustion engines. New York City
has electric buses all over the streets of
New York City, and they seemto be working fine.
And so we're paying people to build electric
buses instead of conbustion buses. W're paying
people to drive electric buses instead of
conmbusti on buses.

And just because the guestion was
asked earlier -- and I"'msorry, |'mgoing on too
long -- it turns out electric buses can
occasionally blow up. But they have a higher
safety record than conbustion -- and you're
| ooking at the clock. Please let ne -- keep
going. Sorry.

SENATOR MATTERA: Pl ease, | just
want to do this, because ny coll eagues really
wanted to get to speak.

You know, studies that |'ve seen
i ndi cate that these conversions could cost up to
50, 000 for each one of our hones. What
al | omances does the | egislation nake to assi st
t hese custonmers with these costs?

| understand we have the | owincone,

but what are we doi ng about the m ddle class,
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Senator? What are we doing to help our nmddle --
excuse ne. | was supposed to say would you
yi el d.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Yes, you
are supposed to.

SENATOR MATTERA: So sorry about
t hat .

What are we doi ng about our mnmiddle
class that can't put food on their table? The
food insecurities, the lines around the bl ocks
that 1| see when I'mthere, with Long Island Cares
and |sland Harvest. \Wat are we doing for the
m ddl e cl ass, Senator?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you. So if
we were on NY HEAT, | would point out that that
is pipes going into new construction, not
conversions. And | believe this question is nore
what about buil dings that need to convert,
homeowners who need to convert.

The good news is we have a whol e
series of tax credits at the state and federal
level. And even as we sit here discussing it, we
are finding that the mddle class are building

t heir hones and converting their hones to the
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alternative energy at higher rates than ever
before. If you look at the growh in heat punps
in New York State, it's anmazi ng how nmany peopl e
are actually using the tax credits and converting
t heir hones and buil di ng homes using heat punps
and ot her sources of energy.

Yes, there is an initial cost, no
denial. But you get so nmuch savings over a
relatively short period of tine with an
assortment of tax credits, which we are expandi ng
in this budget. That | have to say Mine, now
the col dest state in the nation, has nore heat
punps going in than any other source of energy in
t heir residences.

SENATOR MATTERA: On the
resol ution.

Just so everybody knows, New York
State residents need to understand it's going to
cost triple to quadruple with their electric
bills --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Excuse ne.
Senat or Mattera, are you on the resol ution?

SENATOR NMATTERA: Yes, |'mon the
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: And
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Senat or Krueger, did you finish your answer?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | finished, and
it's his.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you. And |
just want to say it again, on the resol ution,
just fast. That's what it's going to cost. All
New Yorkers, triple to quadruple with their
electric bills, what's happening right now with
this HEAT Act, what's happening with the CLCPA s
mandat es. Mandates are wong, goals are good.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Rol i son.

SENATOR ROLI SON: Ckay, thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Through you, would the sponsor
yield for a couple of questions in public
protection?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | would love to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR ROLI SON: And t hank you.
Through you, Madam President. In ny read of
this, Senator Bailey, there is a $25 mllion

reduction in the State Police budget. |Is that
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accurate?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, that is not accurate, actually.
We have conme up with a new and i nnovative way of
maki ng sure that |ocal |aw enforcenent is
involved in the retail theft conversation.

Previously in the Governor's
Executive Budget, $25 mllion had been all ocated
solely to State Police. Wat we have done at the
behest of many people -- and we've listened to
our constituents and other voices. Wat we have
done is we've created sonething that gives sone
noney to prosecutors, to local |aw enforcenent,
and also State Police as well.

So in summation, there is no cut.
The noney is distributed through DCJS. And it's
going nore to local |aw enforcenment, which is
what we hear often fromfol ks on your side of the
ai sl e.

SENATOR ROLI SON: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Bai |l ey, do you yield?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Certainly.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR ROLI SON: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | see that there is a new
addition for retail theft when the aggregate
amount reaches a mllion dollars. 1s that
accurate?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent. Senator Rolison, did you say a

mllion dollars or a thousand doll ars?
SENATOR RCOLI SON: It would exceed a
mllion dollars, which would then create a

Class B felony, which would be bail-eligible.
SENATOR BAI LEY: Coul d you clarify
what part you're getting that from
Senator Rolison, if you don't mnd? Through you,
Madam Presi dent, excuse ne.
SENATOR ROLI SON: Right. So
Part WN creates a nechanismto aggregate the
val ue of stolen goods fromretail theft crines.

SENATOR BAI LEY: And t he question

SENATOR RCLI SON: Is that -- am|l
accur at e?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
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Madam President, that's accurate.

SENATOR ROLI SON: And t hrough you,
Madam Presi dent, where does the mllion dollars
come into play?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. Senator Rolison, what mllion
dol I ars?

SENATOR ROLI SON: The aggregate
val ue of the stolen goods. Over a 90-day peri od.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | think that there's a
m sunderstanding. It's not a mllion dollars.
We're tal king about the aggregate for a crine of
grand larceny, which is a thousand doll ars.

The million -- it is not a
mllion-dollar, you know, threshold for grand
| arceny. That would be quite a large threshold
for grand | arceny. Through you, Madam Presi dent.

And what the intent of the
legislationis, if | my --

SENATOR ROLI SON: Yup.

SENATOR BAI LEY: -- is, you know,
soneti mes people steal amounts up to $999. And
so that prosecutors would be able to charge

aggregate crinmes that occur within a three-nonth
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period as a grand | arceny crine, as opposed to
Cl ass A m sdeneanors.

SENATOR ROLI SON: Thr ough you,
Madam President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Bai | ey, do you yield?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR ROLI SON: So if an
i ndividual is involved in shoplifting, retai
theft crime, and they are arrested once or
100 times, they are treated the same currently as
it relates to bail

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, in the hypothetical alleged, if
t he anobunt that was taken is under a thousand
dol l'ars, that would be accurate.

Which is why we have taken steps in
this one-house to renmedy what is currently
happeni ng so that we can be nore responsive to
the occurrence of retail theft happening in our
st at e.

SENATOR RCLI SON: Madam Pr esi dent ,
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"1l yield the rest of my tine.

Thank you, Senator.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Ckay.
Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, Madam President. WII| the sponsor
yield for questions on TED Part O regarding the

RAPI D Act ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Which act is it?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Kr ueger,
RAPI D Act .

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: The
RAPI D Act .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The RAPI D
Act. | think there were questions previously
about that.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Yes.

SENATOR KRUECGER: Senat or Har ckham
woul d | ove to give that answer.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Har ckham do you vyi el d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, Senator.

The Governor's proposal for the
RAPI D Act allowed ORES to ignore |ocal |aw and
regul ations to advance the goals of the CLCPA
Did the one-house proposal reject that provision,
or is that still included?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, the Governor's proposal does not
change any of the | anguage in the | aw t hat
currently exists. Al the Governor is doing in
her proposal is noving it fromthe Departnent of
State to the Departnent of Public Service.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Madam Presi dent, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
I ncluded in the Governor's proposal, though, is

an ability for the -- for ORES to overrul e | ocal
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law. And ny question is, will local |aw be
overrul ed regardi ng zoning, et cetera?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. The provisions of ORES do not
change. Those stay -- again, nothing has changed
either in the Governor's proposal or our
proposal. The way ORES works is for those |arger
projects, they take into account conmunity i nput
and wei gh agai nst sonme of the |arger factors.

And sone projects have been deni ed based on
comunity input.

But again, nothing in the Governor's
proposal, or in the Senate one-house, changes
what's already in law. It sinply noves it from
one agency to anot her.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
W1l the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: So
the RAPID Act also allows for engagi ng

st akehol ders and municipalities to devel op
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gui del i nes regarding agricultural |and.

My question is, does the one-house
provide for simlar working groups to mninze
adverse inpacts on other sensitive environnental
areas such as coastlines?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam President. |In the Senate one-house we have
actual ly strengthened protections for prine
farm and and agricul tural | and.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
t hat concl udes the debate.

Pl ease call the vote, and we can
nove on to vote explanations.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Seei ng and
heari ng none, debate is closed.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Webb to explain her vote.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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As | rise to speak on our one-house
budget that appears to have unani nbus support --

(Laughter.)

SENATCR WEBB: -- | want to thank
Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, ny
col | eagues, all the staff and nenbers who have
wor ked tirel essly on our budget.

| also want to |ift up -- because
during the debate there was a | ot of conversation
around what are we doing to support --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Can we
have sone order, please.

SENATCR WEBB: There were a | ot of
points with regards to what are we doing to
support working famlies, those who are the nost
vul nerable. And this one-house budget proposal
is doing all of those things.

And so as someone who represents the
Sout hern Tier but al so soneone who has al so
advocated for a nunber of resources for
underserved conmmunities on a nunber of issues
that we're touching upon in this budget -- such
as education funding and supports, especially for
small and rural communities which | represent --

we are providing -- continuing to provide funding
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to support our educators and staff as they
continue to educate our students.

And so we have pushed back agai nst
t he proposed cuts. W are continuing to nake
hi storic investnments in our schools, increasing
school aid by $747 mllion, to nanme a few of the
investnments. W are also making historic
i nvestments in higher education, as we are
reform ng the TAP program by raising the maxi mum
threshold for TAP eligibility.

In addition, we are addressing and
continuing to advance efforts to address the need
for quality, affordable, safe and secure housing.
And we are nmaking significant investnment in
reforns aimed on this issue, also providing
protections for tenants and simultaneously
supporting devel opnent across the state and
provi di ng provisions for honeowners or for those
who are aspiring to be homeowners

We are continuing to deliver on our
commitment to climte goals and a sustainabl e
future. Qur budget proposal includes NY HEAT,
which will save our constituents the noney on
their utility bills.

As the chair of the Wnen's | ssues
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Comm ttee, | am happy that our one-house budget
addresses the need to support and protect
reproductive and maternal health, including

10 million to support an increased Medicaid

rei nbursenent rate for reproductive care and
medi cati on.

| also want to lift up, as | close,
that a nunber of the reforns that we're | ooking
to support, including childcare, which are al so
i ntegral for workforce devel opnment and j ob
security, are areas that we continue to invest
in. And so --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Webb, how do you vote?

SENATCR WEBB: As | concl ude,
proudly vote aye and | encourage ny col |l eagues to
do the sane.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Webb to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Harckhamto explain his
vot e.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

| will be voting aye on this
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resolution. | want to thank the Majority Leader.
| want to thank Senator Krueger.

There are a nunmber of things in this
budget that are beneficial to all of us all over
the state. W have heard a lot fromall over the
state about the need to restore the cuts to
50 percent of our school districts -- Republican
districts, Denocratic districts. W did that.

We heard a | ot about the need for
uni versal school neals -- Republican districts,
Denocratic districts. W did that.

For those of us outside of the city,
t he need for universal pre-K -- Republican
districts, Denocratic districts. W did that.

We heard the need from Republicans
and Denocrats about the need to restore funding
for clean water funding. That noney goes to
Republ i can districts and Denocratic districts.

W did that.

We heard the need to restore funding
and increase funding for our roads, our CH PS
program for our local nmunicipalities and for the
State DOT hi ghway program because our roads are
in such poor shape. That's in Denocratic

districts, Republican districts. W fixed that.
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W heard about the need to
adequately pay our direct care support workers
who care for the needi est anong us. That happens
in Republican districts, Denocratic districts.

We did that.

And finally | just want to say, on
the notion of the transformati on to cl ean energy,
to my good friend Senator Mattera | would say we
also put in $90 mllion for two geothernmal heat
proj ects on SUNY canpuses, one in Buffal o, one at
SUNY Purchase. Al that work goes to unionized
pl unbers, steanfitters, operating engi neers.
That's the future.

Norway is 90 percent heat punps and
t hermal networks. Towns and vill ages, thernal
networks. That's the future. That's today.
That's what's in this budget.

| vote aye, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Harckhamto be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Liu to explain his vote.

SENATOR LI U: Thank you very mnuch
Madam Pr esi dent .

| speak in enthusiastic favor of

this Senate budget resolution. This was crafted
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after hours and hours, days and days and weeks
and weeks of deliberations, consultations with
our constituents, and debate with our coll eagues.

And in particular, | thank you,
Madam Chair, for your |eadership and also the
| eadership of our Majority Leader, Andrea
St ewart - Cousi ns, on the issues of education,
education that preserves funding for school
districts all across the State of New York, and
al so ensures that we will be able to govern and
operate our schools in the best manner possible
for all New York City school ki ds.

Madam Presi dent, in particul ar
want to point out one itemin the budget
resol ution that speaks to New York City's
requests for additional borrowi ng capacity. The
City of New York, as you know, has requested
$12 billion of additional bonding authority.
That is a nassive increase in the city's
borrowi ng authority. |In conparison, the |ast
bond authority that the State of New York
received was a $4.2 billion bond authority for
envi ronnment al projects.

| strongly urged -- and | am happy

to see that this is in the resolution -- that if
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the Gty of New York will get this additional
bondi ng authority, that they first mnust
prioritize school construction, especially when
their capital construction plan for schools in
New York City is at the lowest it's been in nany,
many years.

There cannot be any serious effort
on the part of New York City to conply with
cl ass-si ze mandates that we passed here in this
chanber unl ess they are serious about their
school capital construction plan. And so that is
why it's inportant that that be a proviso in
granting the city additional borrow ng aid.

Thanks so nmuch, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.

Senator Liu to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Senat or Wik to explain her vote.

SENATOR VEI K: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

In this budget we see the creation
of the New York Housing Qpportunity Corporation,
which | argely renoves | ocal control from our
communities. W see a push to |legalize ADUs.

The budget -- this budget ignores

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1420

t he many vi abl e concerns about the rapidly
approachi ng deadlines for electric school buses.

It spends 2.4 billion on illegal
m grants, yet offers no repeal of Tier 6. Even
after holding two public hearings |ast year to
find ways to grow our public-sector enployees and
keep peopl e working here in New York, the
nunber - one plea of teachers and civil service
agenci es during those hearings was to repeal
Tier 6 so we can grow our workforce. And yet
t his budget does nothing to do that.

Thi s budget that ains to spend
$246.2 billion does not prioritize New Yorkers.
I nstead, it grows governnent control and greatly
rai ses taxes and makes New York State nuch |ess
af f or dabl e.

And for that, Madam President, 1'l]
be in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Weik to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Ranps to explain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise on behalf of the children in

my district to vote aye on this one-house
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resolution. Two years ago | passed the

Child Poverty Reduction Act, which requires that
we cut child poverty in half by 2032. Because of
t he dysfunction in Washi ngton, we have regressed
in our fight.

There are critical nmeasures in this
resolution that will help us fight this econom c
and social evil. First, we are updating our
tenporary disability insurance system by enacting
progressi ve wage replacenent so | owwage workers
can use the safety net, and updating the benefit
to be a true wage repl acenent.

Aligning the systemwth paid famly
| eave makes sure pregnant peopl e have a | onger
runway to care for thensel ves and their grow ng
famly.

I"mthrilled that both the Senate
and Assenbly are advancing an iteration of the
Mot hers and I nfants Lasting Change All owance,
maki ng New York State a national |eader in
expl oring poverty reduction via guarant eed
i ncone.

Hearing the success stories during
t his budget cycle from nothers who have benefited

from nodest cash grants during their pregnancy
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has been not hing short of transformational.
These not hers use this noney to buy di apers and
formul a, | eave abusive partners, and pursue
hi gher education. And this is howwe lift from
t he bottom up

|"malso grateful that nmy bill to
i nprove street safety around our public schools
has the support of mnmy conference. Yesterday
afternoon ny community and | | ost an
ei ght-year-old boy to a reckless driver who
didn't yield while turning. H's three-year-old
brot her was al so i njured.

| have heard this story too nany
times during ny tenure as Senator. Thankfully,
this resolution includes Sammy's Law and ny
scranbl ed crosswal ks bill.

There's so nmuch el se to be proud of:
Tier 6 pension reform rejecting school cuts and
Medi caid cuts, new tools to conbat wage theft, a
pl an for housing and tenant protections, serious
funding for the expansion of mental health
treatnment courts, and taxing the rich to fund our
conmunities, to nane a few

|"d like to thank the outstanding

staff of the New York State Denocratic Conference
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and ny exenplary staff. 1'd |ike to thank
Senat or Krueger for her work as Finance chair,
and our | eader for her strength as she heads into
t hree way negoti ati ons.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ranmpbs to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Sepul veda to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise also to vote in the
affirmative for this resolution

Budgets are an indication of
priorities of our conferences. And | know -- |
recently visited Taiwan. |n Taiwan, healthcare
is considered a hunman constitutional right. W
haven't reached that anywhere near in this
country, but we should. And if you | ook at what
we' ve done with Medicaid, we've increased the
3 percent rate; a 10 percent increase in
i npati ent/outpatient for hospitals.

One of the nost inportant
institutions, health institutions in my district

is St. Barnabas, which is bl eeding noney and
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needs a | ot of assistance. And so for these
hospitals that are in a critical situation, to
allocate $1.5 billion for these financially

di stressed hospitals are going to save a | ot of
lives in the district that | represent.

And on the issue of housing, we have
$250 million for the Housing Access Voucher
program 500 mllion for NYCHA;, 40 mllion to
repair rent-stabilized apartnments and to create
housi ng | egal assistance for the residents in the
comunity.

On education, $4.5 mllion for
Engl i sh | anguage | earni ng students that are
di sabled; 138 million to expand TAP that will
allow part-tinme students to attend proprietary
institutions. On the hunger front, 65 mllion
for hunger prevention and nutrition. And
conpelling us to participate -- or asking us to
participate in the national school |unch program
and breakfast, so all the schools in our
districts are required to offer breakfast and
lunch, in many cases where that is the only
breakfast or lunch a child will have.

On capital projects, inmportant for

me, an institution in nmy district that | share
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wi th Senator Serrano, Hostos Coll ege,

$150 million for capital inprovenments.
On corrections, 1.6 mllion -- small
anmount -- for famlies to visit to take their

children to visit parents that may be
incarcerated. It is not a child' s fault if they
are separated froma fam |y nenber because the
fam |y menber's incarcerated, and we shoul d do
everyt hing possible to help them establish these
ki nds of rel ationships.

It aligns the definition of serious
mental illness and nmental hygiene. And on the
crime front, | know one of the biggest problens
we have is retail theft crines, and we're
addressing that in this budget as well.

The cannabi s industry, which once we
get it straight |I believe will be awesone --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Sepul veda, your tine is -- your tinme is up.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: And | ast but
not | east, getting New York City back to
participate in AIMfunding. In his infinite
wi sdom the |ast governor took us out. W want
back in, because that will bring hundreds of

mllions of dollars to the Gty of New York
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| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Sepul veda to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Brisport to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to vote in the affirmative
and to remnd us that, through her artfully
m sl eadi ng speeches and press rel eases, Governor
Hochul seens to have created a fal se collective
menory in Al bany, a strategic fiction in which
two years ago she took swift action to nake the
transformational investnments needed to nove the
childcare sector out of a state of crisis.

In reality, our Governor
successfully negotiated to Iimt New York's
childcare investment. As a result, New York's
chil dcare educators are still earning | ess than
96 percent of occupations in our state, and the
conti nued exodus of professionals fromthe sector
has | eft nmassive childcare deserts fromBuffal o
to Brookl yn.

On Friday Cornell released a report

showi ng that adults in nearly half of househol ds
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wi th young children are kept out of the workforce
because of unnet childcare needs. Qur Governor
has essentially thrown a sponge at a bursting
dam taken a bow, and wal ked away.

We in the Legislature now bear the
responsi bility of holding the Governor
accountable to finally align her actions with her
public clains. Yet this one-house budget
resol ution does not do that. |In fact, it rolls
back on our own conmmtnents to childcare. Two
years ago this very body voted on a one-house
resolution that said in 2024 we woul d push to
invest $4.1 billion in the childcare sector.
Today's resolution cuts that proposed investnent
by about 50 percent.

To make matters worse, the harnms of
our reversal on childcare investnents stand to be
conmpounded if we fail to stop the Governor's
effort to tie childcare nore closely to
enpl oyment, a policy nightmare that is
simul taneously cruel to famlies, inequitable to
children, and a drag on our economy.

Today' s one-house resolution is an
i mprovenent over the Governor's incredibly

i rresponsi bl e proposal in many inportant ways,
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and | feel conpelled to support it and fight for
all these inprovenents to be nmaintained in our
final budget. But | strongly urge this body to
rise to neet the scale of our childcare crisis.
W cannot sit back and wait for the Governor. W
cannot sit back and wait for the federal
government. We nust be the force that rises to
nmeet this nonent and make New York the first
state to build universal childcare.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Brisport to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Sanders to explain his vote.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to commend Andrea
Stewart - Cousins, the Denocratic Majority, the
excellent staff, and all who supported this
budget resol ution.

Many t hi ngs about this budget wll
ai d working people in New York State. There are
so many that we can -- | won't go into them M
col | eagues have spoken wel | .

| will point out one. | especially

want to thank ny coll eagues for our stand on
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reparations. Senator Krueger did such a great
job that I didn't have to junmp up. | was ready,
but you were doing so good that you did better
than I would, so | let you do it.

Reparations. The word itself, of
course, cones fromrepair. So we in the
Denocratic Majority have taken great steps to
ensure that all people have the equality of
opportunity that America clainms that it stands
for and that New York insists that we have.

Now t hat we have a conmm ssion, nay
all the New Yorkers w sh them Godspeed in their
del i berations, and may we | egislators pursue
justice and wi sdom New York, |like Anerica, is
not a perfect place, but we are fighting to help
create the perfect union.

On behal f of the nore than 50, 000
New Yorkers who died in the Gvil Wr, nost of
whom were white, | want to vote yes on this
budget. God bl ess the Union. God bl ess
New Yor k.

Thank you. And thank all of ny
col | eagues.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or

Sanders to be recorded in the affirmati ve.
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Senat or Rhoads to explain his vote.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

This is only ny second year, but |
kind of feel like thisis alittle bit of
Groundhog's Day. You know, every year we have
budget hearings. Every year we have experts who

come in and tell us that the reason that people

are leaving this state in droves -- 1.5 mllion
over the course of the last 10 years alone -- is
because we are taxing too much. |It's taxes that

are driving people away.

New York is the second-worst state,
ranked by Forbes, for business. New York is the
second- hi ghest-taxed state next to California.
And | nust thank ny col |l eagues on the other side
of the aisle for attenpting to nmake us nunber one
in both. Not a distinction that we would want to
have.

We have budgets that are about
priorities. But this budget is making us |ess
safe, it's making New York |ess affordable, it's
maki ng New York |less free. And as we tal k about
priorities, we see no funding for Nassau

Uni versity Medical Center, which was sonethi ng
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that we had requested. W see $20 billion that
is going towards electric buses that will cone
directly out of the pockets of taxpayers,
property taxpayers in their school taxes.

W see an effort to vacate
convictions, which will greatly |lower the
evidentiary threshold and will lead to the
di scl osure of confidential informants, undercover
| aw enforcenent officers, creating a threat to
their safety and security.

We see priorities like cutting
$99 mllion in funding fromthe State Poli ce,
rejecting an expansion in the list of hate
crimes. We see 1.5 mllion and 3.5 mllion in
two different spots being taken away from
faith-based organi zations and for not-for-profit
devel opnent, who service nany of the
di sadvant aged popul ati ons that we have here in
the State of New York. Yet we see $128 billion
nore being spent on cannabis, $2.4 billion --
"1l wap it up.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER:  Your time
has expired.

SENATOR RHOADS: -- $2.4 billion

bei ng spent on illegal immgrants. The reality
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is that our priorities are w ong.

| will vote no on this budget, and I
encourage -- well, on this resolution, and |
encourage ny col |l eagues to do the sane.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Rhoads to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick to
expl ain her vote.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

There are several concerns that |
have regarding this budget proposal. The
New Yor k Housi ng Qpportunity Corporation, along
with ORES, are designed to override |ocal
control, local officials that have been el ected
by districts that know better, that know about
their | ocal needs, about their |ocal concerns.
And | have serious concerns that shoving things
down the throat of our local officials is not
going to help with things |like the CLCPA and
af f or dabl e housi ng.

| al so have concerns about the fact
t hat we've heard from school districts about the
need to overhaul our Foundation Aid calcul ation,

the wealth ratios. There's not enough in this
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budget to fix that problem because that is going
to affect nultiple things.

| also think that the idea of
congestion pricing, and what we're doing in not
getting fare evaders, is going to hurt the people
directly in ny district, the 9th Senate D strict.
And for those reasons, I'mvoting in the
negati ve.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick to be recorded in the
negati ve.

Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- SI GAL: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise in support of this
resolution. | want to thank, of course,

Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, our Finance chair,
Senat or Krueger, and all of my coll eagues,
i ncluding the staff.

Thi s budget resolution really speaks
to so many issues -- working famlies, fair
taxation, seniors, schools, housing, climate,

hel pi ng the nost vul nerabl e.
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| want to al so point out the fact
that we are allocating as a proposal a historic
anount to funding Famly Court in the State of
New York, a vexing problemfor so many of our
constituents who are litigants in that mael strom
t hat exists.

| want to thank the Chief Judge for
his support, and the Chief Adm nistrative Judge
in connection with this.

You know, Madam President, this is
Sunshi ne Week. And |I'm happy as well that our
Senat e one- house resol ution includes a proposal
to open up the courtroons by allow ng canmeras for
the first tine, as well as assisting our |ocal
publ i cations, sonething |I hear about from nany of
nmy col | eagues that newspapers and publications in
our districts are dying. But in this proposal,
we will provide theman outlet for as nuch as
$200, 000 per publication as a critical lifeline
to small news publications struggling to keep
journalists on the payroll to provide the crucial
coverage that our communities rely on

One national newspaper has under its
mast head "Denocracy dies in darkness." Wll,

that's a local issue too. Over the last 20 years
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nore than 20 percent of Anerican newspapers have
shut down. And in total, they enploy | ess than
one-half as many journalists as they did 20 years
ago. In New York State, 190 newspapers cl osed.
Wth this proposal, the Local Journalism
Sustainability Act, hopefully we can turn that
around.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Hoyl man- Sigal to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Weber to explain his vote.

SENATOR WEBER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

As ny col | eague Senator Rhoads
mentioned, this is also nmy second budget year, so
a lot of what I"'mgoing to say is probably
simlar to what | said | ast year, that budgets
like this are unsustainable. This budget is
$14.6 billion over the base, 13.4 billion over
t he Governor's budget. Truly unsustainable
nunbers, setting a dangerous precedent for years
to cone.

A budget resolution that has no
significant m ddl e-class tax cut and does things

that | think nakes us | ess safe.
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You know, | was encouraged when the
Governor rel eased her budget that she included a
maj or portion of Senator Hoyl man-Sigal's hate
crinme legislation, which would have increased the
hate crinme offenses from66 to 97 -- crines that
you would think would autonmatically and al ready
have been included as a hate crine.

" mextrenely disappointed, and |I'm
sure ny coll eague is too, that that has been
taken out in this resolution. And |I'm hopeful
that in the final budget version, that will be
i ncluded. Because as we've seen since the
sl aughter of 1100 Jews on Cctober 7th by Hanas,
we' ve seen a 95 percent increase in hate crines
agai nst Jewi sh residents, Jew sh residents al
across this state. W' ve seen a 90 percent spike
in hate crinmes between 2020 and ' 22 anong al
races.

So we need to really address this.
| think that goes a long way to doing it, and I
| ook forward that the things that aren't
addressed and that are not being done properly in
t his budget get addressed over the next few
weeks.

"1l be voting in the negative on
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this resolution, hopeful that we can correct a
ot of the things that | think are deficient in
this resol ution.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Weber to be recorded in the negative. Correct,
Senat or Weber?

SENATOR VEBER.  ( Noddi ng.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ryan to explain his vote.

SENATOR RYAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Thi s budget contains many housing
proposal s that are focused on expandi ng safe and
af f ordabl e housing. W face many housi ng
chal l enges in New York State, and there are
regional differences in the challenges we face.
Upstate New York, New York City, they are
di fferent housing markets and they need proposals
tailored to their specific needs.

That's why |'m so excited about the
policies that we've included in our one-house
budget. | want to take the opportunity to
hi ghl i ght three proposals we included in our

budget that really nove the ball forward towards
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obtai ning the goal of regional housing policy.
The first one is ny bill S8585.

It's a bill that would create infill housing

t hroughout upstate New York. They're a series of

pilot projects, but it's a $40 mllion investment

that will build one and two fam |y hones in

Buf fal o, Rochester, Syracuse, Al bany and

Bi nghanton, all areas that really faced a

denolition crisis in the eighties and the

ni neti es.

The programw || prioritize vacant
lots, and it will help ease the housing market in
those cities. It will add thousands of new homes
to the municipal tax roll, which is also very
i mportant.

The second is S8591, and it creates
a rental inprovenent pilot project. It creates

$40 million to HCR to give up to $75,000 per
rental unit. The priority is on small |andlords
and to bring units that are offline because of
code viol ations back online. As a condition of
receiving the grant, the landlord is required to
rent at affordable rents based on the

nei ghbor hood mnedi an i ncone.

And the third is changes to
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Social Services Law. It's a bill that | have,
8622, conbined with bills from Senator Kavanagh.
But it will rmake changes to the law to nake it
easier to get enmergency housing funds, one-shot
rental deals. It's a $50 m|lion appropriation.

And we think with these prograns
they' Il be successful in bringing nore housing to
our upstate conmunities.

Because of these proposal s and
others, | proudly vote aye, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ryan to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Cooney to explain his vote.

SENATOR COONEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to support this budget
resolution. And | want to thank our Majority
Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, our Deputy
Majority Leader M ke G anaris, and our Finance
Chair Senator Krueger for their |eadership in
today's vote.

| want to say that this budget truly
delivers for the famlies and the peopl e of
upstate New York. As Senator Ryan di scussed just

now, in terns of our housing crisis there are
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real solutions on the table, including housing
access vouchers, to nake sure that our famlies
can stay and be safe in their hones.

We saw a record increase in
financing and fundi ng for our public schools.
want to thank Senator Hi nchey for her |eadership
wi th universal school neals. This is huge as we
conmbat poverty across upstate New York

And speaki ng of poverty, this Senate
put together a package which invests in upstate
cities and zip codes that have experienced
generational poverty for years. |In the city that
| am fromand proud to represent, the Cty of
Rochester, three out of five of the poorest zip
codes in the State of New York are | ocated in the
district | represent. Yet we continue to have
this conversation about how to break the cycle of
poverty. W know how to do that, and this budget
reflects that.

We also invested in our arts and our
historic theaters. This is a wonderful way to
cel ebrate being a New Yorker.

And let's al so recogni ze that there
are innovations and new ideas in this budget

resolution. W talk about the science of reading
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and maki ng sure that we're preparing our students
for |l earning and readi ng educati on.

Thi s budget invests and expands the
Dol ly Parton | magination Library Program
statewi de so that we can start to build libraries
in the hones so that children can prepare through
early education to be successful when they get to
school

This is what this budget reflects,
whi ch is innovation and respect for famlies both
in upstate and downstate. Madam President, | am
proud to support this resolution.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Cooney to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Hi nchey to explain her vote.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise in proud support for this
resol ution today. Qur budget not only
resoundingly rejects the cuts to educati on across
our state, ensuring that every student, no matter
where you live, including in our rural areas, has
the funding that they need to get a good

educati on.
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Thi s budget closes the gap in
uni versal school neals. Last year we got a
hi storic investnment, making sure that our
students and our kids across the state received
breakfast and |lunch. But we are now cl osing the
gap for those that were left out, and we wll
continue to nake sure that every student has
breakfast and lunch at the end of this budget
process.

Qur budget includes a robust housing
proposal, including our bill for a short-term
rental registry to help our municipalities and
communities |ike the Hudson Valley, and continues
to invest in upstate housing investnments to build
nor e housing that works for our snaller
conmuni ti es.

|"mreally proud also that this
Majority has continued for four years in arowto
secure the best budget for agriculture in our
state's history. And contrary to sone of the
guestioning that we heard today, we have the
strongest protections for farm and across the
state as wel .

Madam President, | want to thank you

for your |eadership, because in this budget we
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proudly say that EMS is an essential service and
we wi Il nmake sure that everyone sees that and
feels that and believes that by the end of this
budget process.

And | al so want to thank the
Majority and of course our Majority Leader for
hel ping us put a stake in the ground to show t hat
we are serious that the M d-Hudson Valley
deserves a M d-Hudson Val |l ey Transportation
Aut hority for the communities and the residents
that live in our area that today do not have
access to robust public transportation, but we
need it.

Thi s budget al so has strong tax
support for our working famlies, and it noves
the ball further in our fight against the clinate
crisis while bringing dowm utility costs for our
resi dents.

This is a budget that works for the
entire state, and I amproud to vote aye.

Thank you very much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Hi nchey to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Martins to explain his vote.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
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Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, we're spending
$246 billion and you'd think that with that,
you'd | eave this building and we'd live in a
panacea, that people would be flocking to
New York State fromall over the country for the
opportunity to live here.

But the opposite is actually true.
We lead the country in outmigration, and we're
spendi ng noney, Madam President, irresponsibly.

| can't support this resolution for
a nunber of reasons, sone of which | spoke about
earlier, that it does not prioritize public
enpl oyees and doesn't have neani ngful repeal of
Tier 6.

As for housing, if you live on
Long Island, in the Hudson Valley and upstate
New Yor k, good | uck going hone and telling your
| ocal comunities that their zoning has been
usurped by a corporation that will be appointed
by Al bany, that will be able to inpose housing
even where the local conmmunity doesn't want it.

And as a person who lives in the MIA
region and represents the 7th Senate District, ny

commuters go into New York City every day.
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They're going to in short order be paying
congestion pricing in New York City. And yet the
Majority saw fit to strip everything in this
proposal that had anything to do with hol ding
fare beaters, turnstile junpers and toll evaders
responsi bl e.

So Madam President, | have to ask
nmyself -- and | ask everyone here -- why
shoul dn't we go hone and tell those who ride into
New York City on the Long Island Rail Road or
Metro-North that they shouldn't have to pay their
fares either? |If the MTAis broke and we're
putting congestion pricing in place in order to
subsi dize them why are we not protecting the MIA
by maki ng sure everyone pays their fair anmount?

| vote nay.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Martins to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Cleare to explain her vote.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| vote aye on this resolution, and |
just want to point out sone things that |'m
real ly happy are incl uded.

| want to thank Andrea
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St ewart - Cousi ns, Senator Krueger, all ny

col | eagues who worked so hard on advocating for
funding and policies to inprove the lives of al
New Yor kers.

As was nentioned earlier, we funded
t he Reparations Commission. This is so
i mportant, so this comm ssion would be able to do
t he thorough and conprehensive work it has been
tasked with, and not just put in place to be
unf unded.

"' mvery, very happy for what we've
done in housing. W need to do nore, but we
certainly have done a lot -- historic aid to
NYCHA, New York City Housing Authority, historic
aid has been delivered to that.

We have to preserve affordable
housi ng that al ready exists and respond to what |
hear nost frommy constituents or former
constituents who have had to |l eave this city, who
have had an exodus fromthis city. Rents are too
high. W have to create affordable housing. And
|"mvery proud of what was put into this
one-house in order to create that.

| al so have to say, as chair of the

Aging Conmttee, that we have finally funded the
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LTCOP program at $15 million. W' ve added funds
to the Expanded I n-Hone Services for the Elderly
Program W' ve also allocated $9.1 mllion to

t he Nei ghborhood NORC prograns. And we've added
a mllion dollars to support the notification
supporting the Interagency Council of El der

Justi ce.

Qur elderly are the fastest-grow ng
popul ati on, our ol der New Yorkers, in New York
And we have to support them and make sure that we
do nore to make sure that their lives are
confortable and they are able to get the
heal t hcare and the housing that they deserve.

We al so put in noney, in this
cannabi s conversation, to have a youth education
program

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Cleare, your time is up.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you.

Thank you, and | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Cleare to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Mattera to explain his vote.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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You know, this has been a very
interesting topic today on everything. But I'ma
proud union | eader that creates jobs. | don't
have jobs that are elimnated. And what's
happening with this is jobs will be elimnated.
And you know what? That's utility workers,
uni on, hardworki ng workers. Wth the plunbers
and the pipefitters, yes, hard workers. The
nonuni on world -- what about the contractors that
are going to be losing jobs? And guess what
happens -- that neans they |ay people off.

To Senat or Harckham | don't forget
one time you said that sone people were being --
t aki ng advantage of this nore than others with

wor kforce. Yes. Sitting as the ranker on

Energy, | care about green hydrogen. | care
about sewage heat recovery expansion. | care
about geothermal. | care about retooling our

power plants, better investnent than what's
happeni ng. Nucl ear power. Carbon capture.
Solar, wind and battery storage is
just going to cost all New Yorkers trillions of
dollars in their pocketbooks. And that's the
reason why peopl e nove to Tennessee, North

Carolina, South Carolina, Florida, Texas. And
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it's the truth. We lost 1.5 mllion people in
the |l ast four years because of mandates |ike
t hi s.

Senat or Krueger, you did say
sonmething -- you know, and | appreciate you very
much. But you did nmention that, guess what, we
need to do a better job to nake sure we get these
people to be retrai ned, because -- not in this
resolution. This is show ng that people are
going to lose their jobs. And as a union | eader,
this is upsetting and upsetting to | think
everybody here, especially anybody who sits on
Labor, that people will be losing their jobs.

You know what's happening with
New York State with this cannabis disaster?

Total disaster, what's happening. It's not
bringing any revenue at all to the State of New
York. The farnmers, | feel so sorry for them

what happened to them W say, okay, we're going
to do a better job. No. There was no plan at
all, zero plan, what's going on with this. The
bl ack market is running ranmpant. W're driving
down our roadways, and what do you snell? You
smel | cannabi s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
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Mattera, your tinme is up.

SENATCOR MATTERA: Vell, all I can
say is | vote nay. W need a plan, not a ban.
Keep our natural gas. Keep our jobs.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Mattera to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Kavanagh to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

This -- there's a lot to tal k about
in this budget. |1'mgoing to focus on the
housi ng el enents, just to say this resolution is
by far the broadest, nost anbitious housing plan
that's been put forth in this state in a very
| ong tine.

It has, as we've discussed today,
provi sions to strengthen the | aws that protect
tenants and homeowners, including good-cause
eviction, but also including a codification of
t he Honeowner Protection Program which is the
bedrock of homeowners who are facing eviction or
forecl osure either because of nortgage probl ens

or because of tax forecl osure.
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It al so has new provisions that add
to what we did |ast year on deed theft, when
scanmers are trying to take people's homes from
them and all too often succeedi ng.

It has a very large investnent in
| egal services and the cost of |awers and
advi sors for tenants and honeowners when they are
facing, again, housing instability and potenti al
| oss of their hones -- $130 million and the
creation of a new Ofice of Civil Representation
to coordinate those services to nmake sure that
they're available to the people who need them

It includes very anbitious plans to
hel p renters and homeowners with the cost of
their housing. That includes the HAVP program
whi ch we have been pushing for several years now,
a Section 8-style rental assistance program but
al so a new program ny col | eague Senat or Ryan
nmenti oned to ensure that when sonmeone is facing
evi ction because they can't pay their rent, that
sonmebody is there to step in and pay the rent and
prevent them from being evicted. That protects
the renters, but it also protects the property
owners, who otherwi se in that circunstance often

| ose out on the rent arrears that have been built
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up.

And we've got a programhere to
ensure that people particularly living with HV
have their rents, the contribution to their rents
set at a reasonabl e anount.

W' ve got enornous prograns here to
i ncrease production and renovation of housing.

W are committing to renmoving artificial
restrictions on density in New York. W're
comtting --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Kavanagh, your tine is up.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Just one nore
sentence. W're commtting to ensuring
faith-based communities can build, and we are
commtting to address the various tax breaks that
are necessary to New York Cty --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Kavanagh, your tine is up.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: -- and around
the state to produce housi ng.

And with that, Madam President, and
with your patience, | vote aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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Kavanagh to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Helm ng to explain her vote.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to start with a few
positives. |'mglad that our collective voices
were heard on education, and the restoration of
t he hol d- harm ess provi si on been incl uded.

To give everyone just a quick
exanpl e of how the Governor's proposed changes
woul d have affected ny predomi nantly rura
district, Marion Central School District would
have lost 1.2 mllion in Foundation Aid. That's
a 13.5 percent decrease. The Governor's proposal
al one forced themto put 30, 30 of their staff
menbers on noti ce.

So | support the restoration of
education funding and the proposed funding to
study changes to the Foundation Aid formula. W
need to do everything we possibly can to make
sure the fornula is up-to-date and distributes
funding in a fair and reasonabl e way.

In regard to health, I'mglad to see
that this budget provides for desperately needed

rate updates, including those for our FQHCs.
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However, this budget does little to
not hing for New York State taxpayers, especially
our working and mddle class. 1In fact, the
proposed budget threatens businesses and j obs
with nore and nore regul ati ons and hi gher taxes.
Just last week, the 17th annual Busi ness Leaders
Survey reported that 67 percent of upstate
busi ness | eaders say busi ness conditions are
getting worse in the State of New York
Seventy-six percent of business |eaders in the
Fi nger Lakes region reported the reason state
government is the gravest detrinment to doing
busi ness in New York State.

The budget proposed by the Majority
al so continues to grow the size of state
government w thout addressing the glaring issues
with our current state operations. |nstead of
| earning from past m stakes, the Majority's
budget al so seeks to transfer even nore power to
the Governor's office. It fails to reject the
use of em nent domain, the taking of private
property. This is a threat to our public.

This budget will also strip --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD:

Senat or Hel m ng, your time is up.
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SENATOR HELM NG --
deci si on- maki ng power from our | ocal
comunities --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Hel mi ng, your tinme is up.

SENATCR HELM NG And for these
reasons and many, nmany nore, Madam President, |
vot e nay.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Hel m ng to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Stec to explain his vote.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .

Two hundred forty-six billion, with
a B, dollars -- 13 billion nore than the Governor
asked for. Sixteen billion nore than | ast year.
That's just shy of a quarter of a trillion

dollars. W're already the highest-taxed, nost
overregul ated state in the country. W're
setting new records here.

You know, when you start talking
about $246 billion, it's hard to get your head
around that unless you work with big nunbers |ike
that. So astrononers that work with distances in

space, they start understanding that. But you
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know how al so they look at it? They look at it
fromrelative. So relative, where are we now,
$230 billion? That's bigger than Texas and
Florida's conbined state budgets. That's one and
a half times per capita California' s spending.

We are spendi ng out of control,
Madam President. Seven billion, seven billion --
with a B-- newdollars in newtaxes in this
budget one-house proposal. At the same tine,

t hough, we're going to cut $100 mllion fromthe
State Police at a tine when crinme is rising.

We did not -- after all this noney,
$16 billion nore above | ast year, you didn't fix
Tier 6. W didn't do anything for our public
enpl oyees that we can't hire. W can't hire
corrections officers, we can't hire State
Troopers. But there's two and a half billion
dol l ars of New York State taxpayer noney going to
New York City for illegal immgration

The priorities of this house and
Al bany are out of kilter. This is a reckless
spendi ng pl an.

| firmy vote in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Stec to be recorded in the negative.
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Senat or Cberacker to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, | spoke here yesterday
when it was Mapl e Day, maple being one of the
sweetest ingredients | think that nature

provi des. And being a food scientist and a chef,

| always prided nyself on being -- | could nake
anyt hing pal atable. | could nake anythi ng
edible. | daresay today | have been proven

wWr ong.

It is with nmuch regret that | vote
nay. There are certain ingredients in this
budget that are pal atable. The overall product
i s inedible.

| will be voting nay. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
beracker to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Mayer to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | want to thank the
Majority Leader and our Finance chair and all ny

col | eagues for an incredibly strong budget on
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educati on.

There is not a child, a community, a
famly in this state that does not benefit but
what this Majority did on education. Every
single district will be benefited by the ful
restoration of Foundation Aid, restoring the
inflationary factor at least, at a m ninmum that
isin the existing law, and rejecting the
save- harm ess change that the Governor proposed.

Providing a mninum 3 percent
increase to every district, a mnimm And
adding $1 mllion -- as requested by the
State Education Departnent, | would point out to
nmy col |l eagues -- for a conprehensive study of
Foundati on Aid, which nmust be done.

On top of that, we added 150 mllion
in new funds for UPK; 12,000 new formula slots
benefiting 400 districts; and increasing the
m ni mum per-pupil rate for universal pre-K

W' ve increased so every child wll
have breakfast and lunch in their school, in the
entire state. W have invested in community
school s, which | have seen firsthand are serving
t he chal | enges post-COVID of our famlies and our

st udent s.
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We have added $5 million for a grant
programin K through 12 to address antisemtism
| sl anophobi a, and anti-Asian hate. W' ve added
$90 mllion for our nonpublic schools, to assure
t hey have security during these very tough tines.

And far nore in the higher ed space.

This is a budget that reflects the
val ues of this conference and, frankly, | would
say the values of everyone in this chanber on
behal f of children and famlies.

| am so proud of what we have
achieved with ny coll eagues on behal f of every
child. Regardl ess of whose district they sit in,
we have done right by the children of New York
St at e.

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mayer to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Krueger to explain her vote.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

So |'ve been here 22 years now, ny
22nd budget. |'ve never been prouder to be part
of this Senate or this conference than with the

budget proposal we have offered up this year.
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And | know sone of ny col |l eagues
think we're nmaking all the wong decisions, but I
have to say it's not true. First off, | spent
years here where we had budgets controlled by the
Republicans that | would refer to as the tax and
borrow budgets. W would borrow, borrow, borrow
-- excuse ne, the borrow and spend budgets --
because we didn't want to raise taxes, sSo we
woul d borrow and spend and build up what we owed
and what the next generation of people borrowed
and then had to pay for.

And now, yes, we do sone taxes,

m nimal, on those who can afford it. But we're
not borrowi ng to bal ance our budget. W have a
pl an for a bal anced budget. And as you've

al ready heard from so many people here, there are
really inmportant things in that budget for every
part of the state, whether you' re a Republican or
a Denocrat. And we're already hearing that from
people, that they know it and they see it.

And then | hear people going, we're
going too fast in the direction of environnental
change and energy change. Well, first off, we're
not -- because the planet's burning up, so we

ought to be doing sonething as fast as we can.
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Second, it is not true that the
green econony is going to | eave everybody

unenpl oyed -- just the opposite -- or that it's

going to cost us far nore to do basic energy.
The data is just the opposite. And even the

i ssue of our too-high taxes are driving people
out? It's not reflected in our econom c
activity.

And so just quickly, I want to point
out the econony of the State of New York has a
gross state product of over $2.2 trillion,
$2.2 trillion, ranking us third in size behind
the nmuch larger states of California and Texas.
And if New York State were an i ndependent nation
it would rank the 10th | argest econony in the
wor | d.

So the fact is businesses do come
here, they do do their business here, and they
will continue to, particularly as clinmate change
forces people out of the southern states.
nmean, the Sout hwest doesn't have water. W have
water, and we're going to, and we're going to
keep it clean. The southern states, the
tenperatures are terrifying. Just |look at the

news today about what is going on in the rest of
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the country.

And research shows that the two
states with the nost prom se for the next
50 years: M chigan and New York State.

So even those who' ve deci ded nmaybe
they think it's nice and wvarmin Mam now, it's
going to be underwater and they're com ng back.
And Texas, Arizona, Colorado? |'msorry, but
those states are in big trouble.

So we're | ooking forward. And we're
buil ding infrastructure that we need for the
21st century. And we're ensuring our kids are
going to get the education they deserve. And
that's what businesses want. They want solid
infrastructure and they want an educated
wor kf or ce

And so | know we are heading in the
right direction for the State of New York, and
proudly vote yes.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Ortt to explain his vote.

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you very much

Madam Pr esi dent .
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| will try to be -- and | will be --
bri ef, because nmy colleagues on this side of the
ai sl e have done a very good job of identifying
and outlining all of the problens with the Senate
one- house budget. Know ng, of course, full well
that it's a one-house budget, which neans it's
really nothing. It's a political docunent. |It's
a marker in a three-way negotiation. That was
true when we were in charge. |It's certainly true
with the current Majority.

But there's something I -- | want to
speak to sonme of the conments that |'ve heard and
sort of surmise -- when $7 billion in new taxes
are sonme taxes, mnimal -- nmaybe to sonebody in
Manhattan, but not to sonebody in N agara. Not
to sonmebody in nmuch of New York State. That
al nost crystallizes the problem when $7 billion
is just alittle bit. Just alittle tax
i ncrease.

When $245 billion -- when that's
some noney, | think that shows you the probl em
| f spendi ng noney made New York nore affordabl e,
we'd be the nost affordable state in the country.
In fact, we're the |east affordable state in the

country.
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One of ny col |l eagues said so when
t hey voted thensel ves a pay raise. Got increased
costs, because it's expensive to live in this
state. Ironically, many of their policies are
the very reasons it is so expensive.

New Yorkers know this. They're
payi ng nore for every factor of their life, and
they're getting the same or less. And that is
absolutely true here in the State of New York
Their quality of |ife has gone down due to crine.
And even though the Governor had a very nodest,
al nrost wi ndowdressing retail theft task force,
that was too nmuch for the Majority, so it's gone.

So crime, we know, quality of life
crines especially, in the subways, across nost of
our major cities here in New York, are up

We know costs of basic goods and

services are up. W absolutely know the cost of

energy is going up and will continue to go up.
The data does not say it will go down. It
absolutely will go up. That's even if the

infrastructure is there to support it and the
technology is there, which of course it is not.
But $2.4 billion to an illegal

m grant crisis which continues to be exacerbated
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and made worse by the policies passed out of this

chanber and the other one. One-point-six billion
dollars to transport famlies of crimnals -- no
doubt, | hope, on an electric bus.

But the truth is that we are
spendi ng nore and have spent nore in the | ast
si X years since the Denocrats took control of
this chanber. Al Funds is $75 billion nore than
the | ast budget passed when Republicans were in
charge -- 75 billion. That is larger, as you
heard, than 37 other states' total budgets. Just
the increase. Now, you tell me howthat is
sust ai nabl e.

The Governor doesn't think it's
sustainable. | don't even know if some of ny
friends on the other side of the aisle think it's
sust ai nabl e. But no question, we have people in
this chanber who will continue to advocate for
nore taxes, increased spending. Under the
fail ed, m sguided, m splaced sense that sonehow
that means we're nmaki ng New York nore affordable
and we're hel ping nore people. And if that was
the case, we wouldn't have an exodus of people
fromthis state.

My col | eague, when she says people
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aren't leaving, that is factually incorrect. W
|l ead the nation in outmgration. W have for
several years. It is very sinple why. It is
budgets like this, or proposals like this. That
is why people have left this state. That is why
they will continue to leave this state. They
know, in spite of all the fancy speeches and the
figures and the data points and sonme of the nice
commercials -- they know the truth, and they're
deciding, they're voting with their feet.

And that is why |, along with the
menbers of this conference -- and | can tell you,
if alot of New Yorkers were here, they would
join us in voting no on this Senate one-house
bill today.

Thank you very much, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ott to be recorded in the negative.

Leader Stewart-Cousins to close.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so much, Madam Presi dent.

First, | do want to thank nmy deputy
| eader, Senator G anaris, especially for |eading

this long, inportant and spirited debate on the
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fl oor. Thank you, as al ways.

And of course | want to thank his
counterpart, Mnority Leader -- I'msorry. |
think this happened last time -- nmy good friend
Senat or Lanza for what you do. And also let ne
agai n extend a happy birthday, because | m ssed
it on that day.

And also to Mnority Leader Senator
Ott for, again, always being a cooperative
partner as we go through what we do.

| want to especially thank our
intrepid Finance chair, Senator Liz Krueger. You
know, | don't know how she does it, but she
hel ped preside over 13 joint budget hearings this
time around with our friends in the Assenbly.
And we did a little rough estinmation -- and of
course | want to give a nod to the Finance
ranker, Senator O Mara, as well -- they spent
approxi mately 100 hours listening to testinonies
and shepherdi ng the Legi sl ature's questioning
al ong.

So again, that is incredible. And
Senat or Krueger, thank you very, very nuch

| also want to give sincere

gratitude to ny senior |eadership team to all of
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the staff for their hard work on this one-house
budget, because we know that this is no easy
t ask.

| want to especially thank the
Senate majority nenbers for your input, your hard
work. It is so evident in this document. Your
advocaci es for issues in your subject area, as
wel | as your individual districts, as well as the
advancement of all of New York State, is
inspiring. And again, | thank you every day for
your work and your passion for public service and
doing this right.

As you may be accustoned, | like to
give the detailed tinmeline of where we are in the
budget process. So | can confidently say that
Wi th our passing this bill we will mark the end
of the begi nning.

One- house resolutions are a
statenent of values. This year ours couldn't be
nore clear. The ongoing shortfalls in sonme of
our nost fundanental systens have weakened them
to the point of crisis. And New Yorkers can't
wait any longer. They're calling on us to
advance policies that preserve our resources,

protect our communities, and pronote our
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wel | - bei ng.

This budget is a testament to just
t hat and once again proves our dedication to
fostering a state that chanpions affordability,
equity and prosperity for every New YorKker,
especially our working and nmiddle class fam|lies.

Wth this one-house resolution we're
supporting New Yorkers at every stage of their
lives to ensure that they live happily and stay
in our great state for the |long haul, by
bol stering our healthcare infrastructure and
soci al progranms, forging ahead on record
education fundi ng and career readiness training,
ensuring that the housing market is stabilized
and that our natural resources and energy
production are prined for the future.

Through these efforts we will close
t he gaps that have kept residents |ocked in place
and allowed too many to fall through the
cracks when tines get hard.

Instead, we'll chart a seanl ess
pat hway towards success, anple -- with resources
every step of the way, and designed to benefit
the many, not just the lucky few.

Protecting the future of New Yorkers
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starts with investing in a good public education
system Qur budget makes a nonunental conmm tnent
by increasing the Governor's education spendi ng,

yes, by 1.2 billion, totaling $46.1 billion.

W' re steadfast in rejecting any
alternatives to Foundation Aid -- any
alterations, rather, to Foundation Aid, and we're
providing a m ninum 3 percent increase for each
school district, ensuring that our schools renain
robust pillars of community and learning. This
increase is a bold statenment of our unwavering
conmmitnent to our students and educators.

Qur conference was proud to |lead the
charge for expanding UPK statew de, and we

continue towards that goal, with the infusion of

an additional $150 mllion into universal pre-K
Qur $5 million initiative to conbat
hate in our schools will put tangible resources

into fostering an inclusive, safe and supportive
| earni ng environnent for our students.

And as part of building out our
comunities and creating stable places to grow,
we nust ensure that New Yorkers have a safe,
stabl e, affordable place to call home. This is

not only key to addressing the affordability
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crisis, but also in allowing famlies to put down
roots for generations.

Qur approach to housing reflects a
deep understandi ng of the urgency and conplexity
of the crisis at hand. The introduction of the
New Yor k Housi ng Qpportunities Corporation, which
I"mcalling Mtchell-Lama 2.0, is a pioneering
step towards creating |ong-term affordabl e
housi ng sol uti ons.

Qur conprehensive strategy al so
i ncl udes significant allocations such as
$250 million for the Housing Access Voucher
Program the principles of good cause,
$40 mllion for eviction prevention |egal
services, and investnents to encourage
homeowner ship and hel p for current homeowners and
smal | | andl ords, denonstrating our holistic
approach to ensuring housing growth, stability
and tenant protection.

Housing is a nexus of all social and
econoni ¢ growt h, including workforce devel opnent.
As we wel come new sectors to our state and
continue revitalizing our econony, we nust
prioritize the people who power it. W always

knew the key to New York's success lay in the
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advancenent of our working- and m ddl e-cl ass
famlies. Which is why we are extending smart
property tax relief, advancing the Wrking

Fam lies Tax Credit, a new $550 credit per child.

We're al so supporting those who care
for our children by investing $250 mllion in
addi ti onal support for the Childcare Wrkforce
Retention Grant Program for a total of
$500 million, because childcare is essential to
keepi ng New Yorkers in the workforce and hel pi ng
themthrive.

Qur economic growh initiatives are
tailored to foster innovation and support for
smal | busi nesses, the backbone of New York's
econony. That's why we advance a $5 mllion
Wor ki ng Qpportunities Tax Credit and a
$20 mllion Journalism Tax Credit, a powerful
tool not only for our l|ocal enployers but for the
heal th of our denocracy.

We are al so advanci ng proposal s and
investments to deal with retail theft. And as a
related effort, we are continuing our support of
our | egal cannabis market while enmpowering | ocal
| aw enforcenent to crack down on illegal shops,

so that good-faith busi ness owners as well as
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consuners can fairly participate in the regul ated
econony.

As we build our inpressive new tech
and cutting-edge markets, we have to renmenber our
bread- and-butter industry: Farmng. New York is
one of the nost prolific agricultural states in
our country, yet many farners financially
struggle. That's why we're continuing to invest
mllions for our farners so we can protect both
our food chain and our planet.

None of those achi evenents woul d be
possi bl e without the countless workers who get up
every day and nake our econony run. CQur
resol uti on makes numerous strides in the spirit
of | abor and workers' rights. W' re chanpioning
a 3.2 percent COLA for workers across human
services and an additional $190 mllion
initiative to support wage enhancenents for
di rect service providers, while enacting refornms
to ensure a fair and supportive workpl ace
envi ronment .

We al so are maki ng necessary reforns
to Tier 6 to help attract and retain vital civil
service enpl oyees. Qur actions are geared

t owar ds acknow edgi ng and uplifting our anmazi ng
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wor kf or ce

And we are building out our physical
infrastructure to help support this rapid growth
by not only investing in the vitality of
i ndi vi dual communities, but strengthening the
entire fabric of New York

" m proud that we're seeking
approximately $1.5 billion increased investnent
into our state's infrastructure. W all know
that without attention, our infrastructure wll
only crunble nore, and that's not good for |ocal
econoni es or comunity safety.

We're also putting forward a
$698 million allocation for the Consolidated
H ghway | nprovenent Program commonly known as
CH PS. And an additional $210 mllion for Aid
and I ncentives for Minicipalities, A Mfunding,
whi ch we know has been stagnant for decades.
These investnents are crucial for enhanci ng our
transportati on network, supporting |ocal
governments, and fostering community resilience.

The wel | -being of our comrunities
extends far beyond commonsense | abor protections
and capital inmprovenents. It also relies on a

strong healthcare infrastructure and robust
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nmedi cal services. That's why, in this one-house
budget, we held the |ine on potential cuts and
advanced a $1.6 billion enhancenent to the state
Medi cai d program ensuring conprehensive access
to quality healthcare for all New Yorkers.

On the environmental front, our
budget underscores a deep commtnent to
stewardship and sustainability by restoring
$500 million to Clean Water Infrastructure Act
funding -- we are taking decisive action to
protect our water resources for future
generati ons.

This restoration, alongside
additional investnments in reversing cuts to the
Envi ronnental Protection Fund and advanci ng
climate | egislation, denobnstrates our unwavering
dedi cation to preserving New York's natura
beauty and fostering a sustainable future. Qur
environmental initiatives reflect a holistic
approach to saf eguardi ng our planet while
ensuring the health and prosperity of al

New Yor ker s.

Thi s budget resolution is not just a

financial docunment. It's a blueprint for a nore

equi tabl e, prosperous and sustai nable future for
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New York. It enbodies our resolve to create a
state that not only neets the current needs of
its residents but also anticipates and prepares
for the chall enges of tonorrow.

As we nove forward in a
col | aboration with Governor Hochul and our
Assenbly col | eagues, we're comitted to
transform ng these proposals into tangible
outcones that will propel New York State forward,
ensuring that it remains a beacon of progress,
opportunity, and inclusivity.

Thank you, Madam President, and |
vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Leader
Stewart-Cousins to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 1952, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 20.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Returning to
notions for a second, on behal f of
Senator Comrie, | wish to call up Senate Print
485A, recalled fromthe Assenbly, which is now at
t he desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
590, Senate Print 485A, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Public Authorities Law

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bill
is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to adjourn
until Monday, March 18th, at 3:00 p.m,

i nterveni ng days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
March 18th, at 3:00 p.m, with intervening days
bei ng | egislative days.

(Whereupon, at 2:49 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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