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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

March 5, 2024
3:58 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR ROXANNE J. PERSAUD, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1067

PROCEEDI NGS
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will cone to order.
| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.
(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.
(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Readi ng
of the Journal
THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
March 4th, 2024, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday, March 3rd,
2024, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.
Presentation of petitions.
Messages fromthe Assenbly.
The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Conrie
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on

Housi ng, Construction and Conmunity Devel opnent,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 1080B and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 1218B, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 491.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD
Substitution so ordered.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
Madam Pr esi dent .

We're going to today dispatch with
the cal endar first, as quickly as we can, and
then return for the introductions and
resol utions.

So pl ease take up the reading of the
cal endar at this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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149, Senate Print 1999, by Senator May, an act to
anmend the Al coholic Beverage Control Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
229, Senate Print 1365, by Senator Kennedy, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
481, Senate Print 3069A, by Senator Persaud, an
act to anend the Social Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
491, Assenbly Bill 1080B, by Assenbl ynenber
Werner, an act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
501, Senate Print 3125A, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anend the State Fi nance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
510, Senate Print 1056A, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
511, Senate Print 2236, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
512, Senate Print 2407, by Senator Bailey, an act

to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to thank Senator Bailey and
nmy col |l eagues for putting this bill on the active
list. Urban agriculture is, | think, often
over|l ooked and is incredibly inmportant and
i ncreasingly inportant.

The upstate cities that | represent
have a | ot of vacant |land and a | ot of areas
where fresh fruits and vegetabl es are not
avai l able to the people who live there. And so
t he opportunity to really devel op urban
agriculture or develop the small businesses in
those cities -- the opportunities for people to
have fresh fruits and vegetabl es, the opportunity

for children to be involved in growing food, the
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opportunity for, just in general, building our
econony and using our land in this way is really
i mportant.

| also want to say when it conmes to
urban agriculture, it's a very conplicated |egal
task to create urban farns. They're often a | ot
of discrete pieces of |land put together. They
have zoning |l aws that can be very confusing.
There are a lot of really difficult aspects to
the law when it comes to farm ng in urban areas.

So having an office |ike this that
will help people navigate those issues is really
inmportant. So | amvery proud to vote aye on
this bill.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
513, Senate Print 2415, by Senator Bailey, an act
to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
514, Senate Print 4270A, by Senator Parker, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 9. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 514, voting in the negative:
Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the active cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up the reading of the controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
149, Senate Print 1999, by Senator May, an act to
anmend the Al coholic Beverage Control Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent .
Madam President, | believe there's an anendnent
at the desk. | waive the reading of that
anmendnent and ask that you recognize
Senat or Cber acker.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank

you, Senator Lanza. Upon review of the
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amendnent, in accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B,
| rule it nongermane and out of order at this
tinme.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

Madam Presi dent, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that Senator Cberacker be heard on the
appeal .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or Cberacker nay be heard.

Senat or Cber acker.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Madam President, | rise to appea
the ruling of the chair. The proposed anmendnment
is germane to the bill at hand because both deal
with the transportation of agricultural products.
The bill at hand deals with the transportation of
cider, while the anmendnment provides farmers with
an exenption fromtolls when transporting
products to New York City.

Madam Presi dent, New York farners
al ready struggle through the nost stringent
regul ati ons and erroneous taxes in the country,

yet we produce the highest-quality products.
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Just yesterday, at a hearing in New York City on
congestion pricing, we heard from nmany angry
New Yor kers who oppose the plan to toll those
entering New York City. In addition to this,
farmers are already subject to additional

tolls -- bridge tolls, tunnel tolls -- and
possi bl e additional charges for delivery in
certain areas of Manhattan. Since the

i npl enentation of |owering of the overtine

t hreshol d by the Farm Laborers \WAge Board, we
have heard fromfarnmers who are concerned about
t he demi se of their |ivelihood.

Madam President, farmers shoul d not
be penalized for trying to deliver food and food
products throughout our state. W should be
hel ping to offset the rising expenses and
facilitate the shipnent and transport of these
products. Wen transportation costs increase,
sonme farnmers are not able to pass these costs on
to the consuners and they nust absorb them while
others are forced to increase costs for the
consuners as wel .

The pandem ¢ has shown us the
i mportance of New York farms in conbating food

insecurity, especially in urban areas and
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New York City. [It's crucial that farnmers can
continue to provide communities with access to
New Yor k- grown food products.

| ncreasing the transportation costs
for farmers will only create nore barriers for
agricultural vehicles transporting farm products
that will support our farmers as they continue to
provi de essential food to New York communities.

Tol I s have a negative inpact on our
New York farmers and their ability to provide
farmfresh products for food-insecure residents
of New York City.

Madam President, in New York there
was a |l oss of 2,788 farnms, including 1,865 dairy
farnms and over 363,885 acres of farm and from
2017 to 2022. W need to help our farnmers in any
opportunity we have.

| want you all to just think and |et
that fernent for a little bit. Think about that.
Madam President, | can't inmagine a greater day
than for me to partake in a glass of cold
fermented cider with one of ny coll eagues from
across the aisle. Senator Liu, for exanple. |
can't think of a better candidate to celebrate a

toll-free glass of cider in his district office.
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And for those reasons --

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR OBERACKER: For those
reasons, Madam President, | have articul ated, |
strongly urge you to reconsider your ruling.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair. Those in favor of
overruling the chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: A show
of hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it

shal | have becone a | aw
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And t hank you, Senator Ooberacker. |
hope that you can cone, tolls or not, and join ne
at the 1911 Orchard and enjoy sone wonder f ul
ci der.

The reality is that New York State
cider is second to none. But New York State
ci der producers are second-class in the sense
that they are at a di sadvantage when it conmes to
being able to sell their cider direct to
consuners. The cider producers in Washington
State and Oregon can ship their cider to
consuners, but we cannot here in New York State.

And it costs our cideries a |lot of
noney and a | ot of opportunities to get their
wonder ful products out there on the market.

So | am proud and grateful to ny
col | eagues for supporting this bill year after

year after year. This is the sixth tinme we've
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passed it. | hope the sixth tine is the charm
and that our partners in the Assenbly and the
Executive will support it this tinme around.

Thank you. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Skoufis to explain his vote.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thanks very much,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| certainly first want to | ead by
t hanki ng nmy coll eague for this bill. 1t's been,
as she noted, around for several years now, and
we do hope that the other house finally takes it
up.

| do want to share an anecdote that
| think underscores a |arger issue here, though,
fromlast night. And as many of us were,
j oi ned a nunber of my colleagues in taking a trek
down to the Convention Center in the Enpire State
Pl aza where the Farm Bureau held its annual Taste
of New York reception. And at one of the first
tabl es that we stopped at, one of the individuals
doubl ed as both a vintner as well as a distiller.
And on one side of his table were his w nes, and

he was offering tastings of his w nes, and on the
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other half of the table were sonme of his spirits
that he distilled.

And he explained to us that this
side of the table could be shipped direct to
consuner, and he's been able to do that for years
and years and he's been able to incorporate that
into his business nodel. And this side of the
table, arbitrarily, he could not ship.

And it is high tinme that, yes, of
course, we enact this bill and allow for cideries
to be able to direct-ship to consuners. But our
distilleries around the state are closing. And
we have other legislation -- | know we're limted
to offering remarks on the | egislation on the
fl oor here, but there are distilleries closing
around the state. W have to take up this issue
whol esal e and ensure that our small manufacturers
in the state are able to survive and thrive and
di rect-to-consuner ship their product.

Thank you, Madam President. | vote
yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Skoufis to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .

Returning to notions and
resol uti ons, anmendnents are offered to the
foll owi ng Third Readi ng Cal endar bills:

By Senator Rivera, on page 24,

Cal endar 384, Senate Print 4890.

Al so by Senator Rivera on page 24,
Cal endar 385, Senate Print 6408A.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
amendnents are received, and the bills wll
retain their place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
Senat or Conzal ez for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Gonzal ez.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
| rise today to welcone Dr. David Wi

to the State Senate fl oor. Dr. WI is the
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est eened president of Baruch Coll ege, a beacon of
hi gher education within my district and a proud
menber of the CUNY system

Wth nearly 20,000 students, Baruch
Col | ege stands as a testanent to the
transformative power of top-quality higher
education accessible to all New Yorkers.

Baruch's | egacy, dating back to the founding of
the Free Acadeny in 1847, continues today as it
provi des transformative education to New Yorkers.
Presi dent Wi, taking the helmduring the

unpr ecedent ed chal | enges of 2020, has |ed Baruch
to significant grow h.

Am dst a national backdrop of
declining enroll ments, Baruch stands out with a
26 percent surge in applications and a 12 percent
increase in student enrollment. The Wall Street
Journal's 2023 ranki ng underscores this
achi evenent, nam ng Baruch as the best val ue of
all universities in the United States.

Dr. WI's | eadership systemis
characterized by a pioneering vision that marries
academ c rigor with accessibility, and Baruch's
students are the enbodi nent of determ nation and

it success. And its alummi continue to nake
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significant contributions to New York's econony
and beyond, including nurmerous nmenbers in the
Assenbly and t he Senat e.

Col | eagues, please join ne in
extending a warm wel conme to President Wi, a true
chanpi on of opportunity, excellence and
transformati ve outcones.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: To our
guest, President Wi, | wel come you on behal f of
the Senate. W extend to you the privil eges and
courtesies of this house. You' re already
standi ng, but please rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
| nove to adopt the Resolution Calendar, with the
exception of Resolutions 1896, 1902 and 1903.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al
those in favor of adopting the
Resol ution Cal endar, with the exception of
Resol utions 1896, 1902 and 1903, please signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Resol uti on Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now | et's begin
wi th Resol ution 1896, by Senator Hi nchey, read
that resolution's title, and recognize
Senat or Hi nchey.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1896, by
Senat or Hi nchey, nenorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaimMarch 17-23, 2024, as
Agriculture Wek in the State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Hi nchey on the resol ution.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .

New York agriculture is a
foundati onal aspect of our everyday |lives and our
statewi de econony. It's also an industry that
requires our continuous support and protection.

Agriculture is an industry with the hi ghest
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potential to do the nbst good -- to fight hunger,
affect regional resilience in the face of the
climate crisis, expand diversity and equity
across an entire workforce sector, and gal vani ze
a new generation of farners to take the helm

Here in New York, we are an ag
state. W have nearly 32,000 famly farns. The
agriculture sector is a $7.5 billion industry.
We have over -- hundreds and hundreds of
t housands of acres of farm and, and we produce
some of the best products around. Fromdairy to
craft beverages |ike wine and cider and spirits
and beer, to the best vegetables you could find,
mapl e products -- you nanme it, we've got it.
Shout out to our friends on Long Island, our
oyster farners, who were here yesterday at
Taste New York

We have an incredible array of
agricultural goods. And it is incunmbent upon us
to do everything we can to support this sector,
to make sure that they grow and that they thrive.

Agriculture is really a beautifu
thing. It's a bipartisan issue, as we've heard
here today, and it's one that unites upstate and

downst ate together. At the height of the
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pandem c, it was our upstate farmers who were
provi ding food to people who needed it the nost.

And with the | egislative package
that we've passed here today -- with strong
bi parti san support -- we're not only trying to
expand markets for our farmers, should the
Assenbly pick up all of these bills, but to
expand markets for our farmers to nake it easier
for themto be able to access the services that
are avail abl e across our nultitude of agencies,
and to be able to actually bring farners in to
hel p solve the climate crisis nore than they
al ready are today.

It is ny pleasure to sponsor the
resolution that proclains March 17th to 23rd as
Agriculture Wek in the State of New York, in
conjunction with National Agriculture Wek, and
it's wonderful that today we have nmenbers of the
Farm Bureau who are here with us, including three
mul ti generational dairy farners.

It's wonderful that we get to
celebrate agriculture in this chanber, and I'm
really happy to vote aye on this resolution.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
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you, Senat or.

Senator Borrello on the resol ution.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank Senator Hi nchey, our
chair of Agriculture, for introducing this
resolution to celebrate agriculture. W all |
t hi nk enj oyed going to the showase | ast ni ght
and seeing the anmazing diversity of products
across New York State.

This is an agriculture state, as has
been nentioned. But nost inportantly,
agriculture is the backbone of our economny. You
know, |I'mproud to represent nore than 4,000
farms in the 57th Senate District, and thousands
upon thousands of farmers. New York State
produces everything fromdairy products to
appl es, and as the Senator nentioned, so many
ot her diverse products.

But we are in a challenging tine
right now for agriculture. 1In a recent census,
from 2017 to 2022 we | ost 9 percent of our farns
here in New York State, npost of themfam|y-run
farms. And while there are a nunber of factors

in that, we cannot overl ook the activities in
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this chanber that have a negative inpact on
agriculture.

So we're here to cel ebrate and
support agriculture. | ask my colleagues to
ensure that, when we are voting, we are sensitive
to the fact that so many people in New York State
rely on agriculture -- those who require
obviously the jobs that it creates, but also the
food that is created by our farmers. It's a very
difficult job. Both of my grandfathers were
farmers. It's a tough job every single day. And
every single day those fol ks get up to do nothing
nore than to put food on our tables. |It's that
sinple, folks: No farms, no food.

Thank you to our farmers, and God
bl ess you all.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank Senator H nchey and
Senator Borrello for this -- for all the work
they do. Walking with Senator Hi nchey yesterday

at the Farm Bureau is like wal king around with
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Jay-Z at a rock concert.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR BAI LEY: She is an
agriculture superstar. And it is really
i npressive and inportant that we' ve been able to
cultivate this link between upstate and
downst at e.

In the worst of the pandem c, people
put their partisanship aside to make sure that
bellies were full. And if there's anything that
we can see based upon the wi de margi ns of support
for these bipartisan bills that were on today's
agenda, it's that everybody needs to eat. And |
think that if there's a unifying force in this
state, it can be agriculture. Many fol ks from
t he downstate region go to upstate regions for
berry picking or apple picking or wineries or
things of that nature. And | think that the nore
that we engage with each other, the better we'll
under st and each ot her.

But we do understand that |ocally
grown products are the |ifeblood of our
community. And the nore we can do as a state to
continue supporting our farns in many different

ways, and expandi ng what we think of as farns,
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wi th urban ag and things of that nature, we'll be
a nuch better state.

So agai n, Senator Hinchey, thank you
for your incredible | eadership. W truly
appreciate it. And | proudly vote aye on the
resol uti on, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Pal unbo on the resol ution.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,

Madam President. And fromthe

sout her n- east ernnost portion of the state,

wanted to also rise in support of this resolution
and thank the sponsor.

And | think that nmany people in the
State of New York don't realize the diverse
aspect of Senate District 1, the nunber-one
district for aquaculture, No. 4 in wine. Suffolk
County at one point was number one in production,
agriculture production statew de for many, nany
years. | think now they' re around third.

So whether it's Western New York
M d- Hudson/ Capi t ol Region, or the five boroughs,
even all the way out in Senate District One,

farmng is a way of life.
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So | just wanted to rise in support
of this resolution. [|I'mso glad that we can al
celebrate this together, because it really is the
fabric of our communities. So | proudly vote
aye.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now | want to

know whet her Senator Borrell o or Senator Pal unbo
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has the best agriculture. You guys can figure it
out anongst yoursel ves.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Uh- oh.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we now nove
on to previously adopted Resolution 1849, by
Senator Stec, read that resolution's title and
recogni ze Senator Stec.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1849, by
Senat or Stec, congratul ating the Adirondack
United Grls Varsity |Ice Hockey Team upon the
occasi on of capturing the New York State Public
Hi gh School Athletic Association Grls |Ice Hockey
Regi onal Chanpi onship on February 17, 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Stec on the resol ution.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

It's always a privilege to have the
opportunity to wel come and honor our | ocal
student athletes to the Senate chanber.

On February 17th, the Adirondack
United Grls Varsity Hockey Team finished 18-0
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and captured the New York State Public High
School Athletic Association Grls |Ice Hockey

St at e Regi onal Chanpi onship at the Nexus Center
in Uica.

The team consi sts of players from
si x local school districts -- Queensbury, South
Gens Falls, Gens Falls, Hudson Falls, Corinth
and Saratoga Springs. Wth the guidance of Head
Coach Jeff WIlis, Assistant Coach Margaret
Lawrence, and athletic director Matt Giep, the
t eam wor ked hard and canme across school district
lines to beconme state regional chanpions.

Here they are, Coach WIIis,

Assi stant Coach Law ence, Queensbury School
Superi nt endent Kyl e Gannon, and they're joined by
the entire team Ava Reynol ds, G anna

Mar cant oni o, Ciara Gecew cz, Kady Duffy,

Tekl a Fi ne-Lease, Kara Raven, Bayley Duffy,

Al yssa Tenpl e, Madi son Macaul ay, Rowan
Lochner - Fehl, Jessica Freebern, Lucy Pliscofsky,
Al e Webb, Emly Macaul ay, Anelia Laszewski,
Lillian WIllis, Haylee Flewelling, Maeve MCarty,
Pai ge Nel son, Enerson Lochner-Fehl, Ella Bray,
Aubrey Lozier, Chiara Tuthill, Emma Lenery,

Caroline Lieberth, Enmlee Underwod, and
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Aur ora G aham Hayes.

|"d like to congratul ate and
recogni ze these fine student athletes in the
Adi rondack United Grls Varsity |Ice Hockey Team
for winning the Grls |Ice Hockey Regional State
Chanpi onshi p.

And Madam President, | request that
you pl ease extend the full cordialities of the
Senate floor to them

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease stand and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on February 27.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's stick with
St ec.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: W'l do
previ ously adopted Resol ution 1514, by

Senator Stec, read that resolution's title, and
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recogni ze Senator Stec.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1514, by
Senat or Stec, congratulating G etchen Braun upon
t he occasion of capturing the Grls 100 Yard
Backstroke title at the New York State Public
Hi gh School Athletic Association Grls Sw mrng
and Di vi ng Chanpi onshi p on Novenber 18, 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Stec on the resol ution.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

I'd like to thank Senator G anaris
for suggesting a nice canpai gn sl ogan.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEC: Appr eci at e t hat
effort from Senator G anaris.

|"d like to take this opportunity to
recogni ze and wel conme, instead of a group of
athletes, a single athlete who recently nade
hi story. Getchen Braun won the Grls 100 Yard
Backstroke at the New York State Public High
School Athletic Association Grls Sw mm ng and
Di vi ng Chanpi onshi p on Novenber 18, 2023, at the
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Webst er Aquatic Center in Wbster.

G etchen is a student at
Li sbon Central but conpetes for the Canton
Central School through a nerger agreenment. This
past season was a historic one for her, as she
set numerous Section 10 records, npbst notably
with her winning tinme of 55.46 seconds in the
100 Yard Backstroke at the state chanpi onship
neet .

Gretchen is joined here in Al bany
today by her father, Peter Braun, who, along with
his wife Mchelle and her nother, operates the
Whodcrest Dairy Farmin Lisbon. Also here is
Li sbon Central School Athletic Director
Eri ka Backus and Lisbon Central School
Superi ntendent Patrick Farrand.

|"d like to congratul ate and
recogni ze Gretchen Braun for winning the Grls
100 Yard Backstroke at the Grls Sw mm ng and
Di vi ng Chanpi onship. And, Madam President, |
request that she, along with her famly and
coaches, also receive the cordialities of the
Senate fl oor.

Thank you very nuch, and

congratul ati ons.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

To our guests, G etchen Braun and
your famly, | welconme you on behalf of the
Senate. W extend to you the privileges and
courtesies of this house.

Pl ease be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on January 9th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's nove to
Resol ution 1902, by Leader Stewart-Cousins, read
that resolution's title and recogni ze
Senator Myrie on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1902, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousins, comrenorating the
59th Anniversary of Bl oody Sunday and the
Sel ma-t o- Mont gomery nmarch across the
Ednund Pettus Bridge in Sel m, Al abama, which
served as a catalyst for passage of the 1965
Voting Rights Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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Myrie on the resol ution.

SENATOR MYRI E: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

What an honor it is for us to have
seats in this chanber, to be able to have
exchanges about policy that affect mllions and
mllions of New Yorkers every single day. An
honor and a privilege to be sent here by our
constituents, who go with quiet dignity into the
voting booth and send us here to fight for their
communi ti es.

But it is an honor and a privilege
that was paid for with blood. Paid for on the
skul'l of John R Lewis on March 7, 1965. Paid
for by Anelia Boynton Robinson, beaten
unconscious for the world to see on March 7,
1965. Paid for by the life of a young white
preacher, Janmes Reeb, killed because he narched
from Sel ma to Mont gonery.

And what is remarkabl e about this
story and these events, it's not just that a few
nmont hs after the marches we passed the nati onal
Voting Rights Act -- which, by the way, increased
voter registration in Selma from 500 regi stered

Bl ack voters in 1965 to 11,000 in 1966 after the
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| aw s passage.

But that's not the only renarkable
t hi ng about what happened that day. W should
al so note, as we stand in this state's Capitol,
that they weren't marching to the nation's
Capitol, they were marching to a state capitol.
Because it is here, in this chanber, where we are
charged with protecting our right to vote.

What's really remarkabl e about this
story is that they went back after being beaten.
|"ve been assaulted by | aw enforcenent before.

It is difficult to this day for nme to be in
settings where that is a possibility. They did
it ina mtter of weeks. And they didn't just go
back once, they went back three tinmes. It was
the third tinme that they made it all the way up
to Montgonery.

So it is that undeterred passion,
that undeterred mssion to call this country to
her ideals, to say: W challenge you because we
| ove you. We want you to be the best that you
can be, to uphold the creed that nmen and wonen
are created equal .

That' s what happened on March 7th.

And that is what our responsibility today
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remai ns. W nmust pick up that mantl e of

undet erred passion, protection for our denocracy,
calling this country to its true ideals. People
died for it. They bled for it. They were
knocked unconscious for it.

So we have a duty -- and | thank the
| eader for bringing this resolution every single
year so we are renmnded of it. But | don't have
totell any of you that it is nore inportant now
t han ever that we be dedicated to those ideals of
our denocracy.

So | look forward not only to voting
in the affirmative for this resolution, but for
us to keep this spirit, for us to keep this
focus. W have a job to do in this chanber: W
must protect our republic. And it requires every
single one of us to channel that same spirit.

So | proudly vote in the affirmative
and urge all ny coll eagues to do the sane.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

The question is on the resolution.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: And now,
Madam Pr esi dent, Resol ution 1903, al so by
Leader Stewart-Cousins. Please read that
resolution inits entirety and recogni ze
Senat or Webb.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1903, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousins, nenorializing
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMarch 2024 as
Wnen's Hi story Month in the State of New York.

"WHEREAS, March is Wnen's History
Mont h; and

"WHEREAS, March 8th is International
Wnen's Day; and

"WHEREAS, Each year New York State
officially sets aside time to recogni ze the
uni que contributions that New York wonmen have

made to New York State and beyond; and
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"WHEREAS, New York State has a
di stingui shed history of nonunmental achievenents
in the area of wonen's rights; and

"WHEREAS, | n 1826, New York State
opened one of the first public high schools for
girls, resulting in a future for wormen in which
they were no | onger confined to the hone, a
future in which they were educated and able to
use this education to better their social and
econom ¢ status; and

"WHEREAS, In 1848 in New York, the
first wonen's rights convention was held at
Seneca Falls to secure for all wonen the right to
vote; and

"WHEREAS, |n 1903, The Wonen's Trade
Uni on League of New York was formed to represent
wor ki ng wonen, | ater becom ng the nucl eus for
the International Ladies' Garment Workers' Union;
and

"WHEREAS, |n 1917, New York
guar anteed wonen the right to vote in al
el ections, and in the follow ng year the first
two wonen, lda Sanms and Mary Lilly, were
el ected to the New York State Legislature and

becane the first wonen to then serve in 1919; and
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"WHEREAS, Rhoda Fox Graves, in 1934,
became the first wonan to be elected to the
New York State Senate; she served from 1935 to
1948, sitting in the 158th, 159th, 160th, 161st,
162nd, 163rd, 164th, 165th, and 166th New York
State Legislatures; and

"WHEREAS, | n 1955, Bessie Buchanan
was the first African-Anerican wonan to serve in
the New York State Legislature; and

"WHEREAS, In 1967, Muriel Siebert
became the first wonan to own a seat on the
New Yor k Stock Exchange, opening the door for
wonen to gain positions of greater economc
power; and

"WHEREAS, I n 1968, New York State
Assenbl ywoman Shirl ey Chi shol m becane the first
Bl ack woman el ected to Congress, and in 1972,
she ran for President of the United States,
anot her first for Black wonen; and

"WHEREAS, In 1970, New York City was
the site of the first Wonen's Strike for
Equality, in which 50,000 people marched for
equal rights; and

"WHEREAS, In 1978, O ga Mendez

becane the first Lati na woman to serve in the
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New York State Legislature; and

"WHEREAS, |In 1983, New York State
wonen | egi sl ators established the Legislative
Wnen's Caucus to inprove the participation of
wonen in all areas of governnent, support issues
t hat benefit wonen and provide a network of
support for wonen in the State Legislature; and

"WHEREAS, In 2007, Ellen Young was
the first Asian-Anmerican wonan to serve in the
New York State Legislature; and

"WHEREAS, |n 2009, New Yorker
Soni a Sot omayor becane the first H spanic Justice
appointed to the United States Suprene Court; and

"WHEREAS, |n 2015, New Yorker
Loretta Elizabeth Lynch was appoi nted as Attorney
Ceneral of the United States, becom ng the first
African-American woman to serve in this esteened
position; and

"WHEREAS, |n 2020, Ruth Bader
G nsburg, who was born and raised in Brooklyn,
New York, becanme the first woman to lie in repose
at the Suprene Court Building, as well as the
first wonman to lay in state at the Capitol;
Avril Haines, of New York City, becane the first

woman to serve as the Director of National
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Intelligence on January 21, 2021; furthernore, on
January 26, 2021, Janet Yellen of Bay R dge,
Br ookl yn, becane the first wonan to serve as the
Secretary of Treasury; and

"WHEREAS, New Yor k has been the hone
of many extraordi nary women who have | ed society
to a better future: Elizabeth Cady Stanton and
Susan B. Anthony | ed the canpaign for wonen's
suf frage; Soj ourner Truth spoke out for the
abolition of slavery and for suffrage for al
wonen; and

"WHEREAS, Carrie Chapman Catt becane
the first president of the League of
Wnen Voters; Enma Wl ard opened the first
endowed institution for the education of wonen;
Cvil War surgeon Dr. Mary E. Wal ker was the only
wonman ever awarded the Congressional Medal of
Honor; Harriet Tubrman was an abolitionist who |ed
sl aves to freedom by way of the Underground
Railroad in the 19th century; and

"WHEREAS, Elizabeth Bl ackwel | and
Bel va Lockwood were the first wonen in the fields
of medicine and | aw, pioneer birth control
educat or and advocate Margaret Sanger established

a research center in New York City; and
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"WHEREAS, Emma Col dman founded the
Free Speech League, which led to the
Anerican Civil Liberties Union; humanitarian
El eanor Roosevelt served as United States
Del egate to the United Nations; and
"WHEREAS, New Yor ker Edith W ndsor
fought to expand marriage equality in the
United States prior to the Marriage Equality Act
of New York, which becane |law in 2011; and
"WHEREAS, Civil rights | awer and
New York State Senat or Constance Baker Motl ey
became the first Black woman to sit on the U S
District Court in New York, and there have been
so many nore known and unknown woren who
chanpi oned rights and opportunity for all; and
"WHEREAS, New York State has hosted
many conventions, canpaigns and events of the
Wnen's Rights Muwvenent, fromthe 1848 convention
at Seneca Falls to the 1999 Berkshire Conference
of Wonen Hi storians, which was held to inprove
the status of wonmen in history and in the
hi stori cal professions; and
"WHEREAS, Currently, 50 percent of
statewi de el ected officials are wonen; and

"WHEREAS, 2024 nmarks the 104th
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Anni versary of the 19th Amendnent, which
guar anteed worren the right to vote in the
United States; and

"WHEREAS, Today, 72 wonen serve in
the New York State Legislature, naking up
48 percent of the seats, holding |eadership
positions in both houses and bringing the diverse
experiences of wonmen into |law and public policy;
now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMarch 2024, as
Wnen's History Month in the State of New York;
and be it further

"RESCLVED, That copies of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
t he Honorabl e Kat hy Hochul, Governor of the State
of New York, and the Legislative Wnen's Caucus
of New York State."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Webb on the resol ution.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to thank nmy Senate col |l eagues

and our Senate Majority Leader, Andrea
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Stewart - Cousins, for supporting this resolution
menori al i zi ng Governor Kathy Hochul 's

procl amation for the nmonth of March as Wnen's
Hi story Month in the State of New York.

March officially became Wnen's
History Month in 1987. | will not tell you how
old | was at that tine.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR V\EBB: But it gives us the
opportunity to lift up and cel ebrate historical
and present-day contributions of wonmen in the
United States.

As we cel ebrate Wnen's History
Month in this chanber today, we stand on the
shoul ders of powerful wormen who cane before us,
| eaders who understood the assignnent and fought
to ensure equality and justice.

Whet her it's trailblazers and
breakers of glass ceilings and sonetines brick
ceilings when it cones to wonen of color, like
our Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, the
first Black woman to | ead the State of New York
Senat e, or whether you | ook at | eaders such as
the Super 6, the first all-wonmen cl ass of

freshman Senators elected in the history of New
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York State, whether you look at all of ny wonen
col | eagues who |I'mso proud to serve al ongsi de,
courageous worren |ike Shirley Chisholm one of ny
sheroes, who bol dly brought her own chair to
tabl es that did not have a place for her, other
Bl ack women, and ot her wonen of col or.
Cenerations of wormen who have fought
so hard for gender equity on all issues -- our
grandnot hers, our nothers, our sisters, our
aunties, and friends who have given so nuch and
i nspired us al ong our paths as public servants.
We celebrate Wonen's History Month
in honor of all the wonmen who cane before us and
whose struggl es paved our way. And we in turn
wWill commt to doing this work so that the path
i s snmoot her for our sisters, daughters, nieces --
all of the young wonen and girls who represent
our future.
Madam Presi dent, as we cel ebrate
Wnen's H story Month this year we do so with the
knowl edge that our fight for equality and justice
is not over. W are still paid less for the sane
type of work here in 2024. W are stil
grappling with laws that are noving to -- that

have been enacted to renove our bodily autonony.
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Qur reproductive freedons are under attack. It
has been nearly two years since Roe v. Wade was
overturned by the Suprene Court, putting a
once-settled constitutional right under threat
for mllions of wonmen. Since that harrow ng day,
t here have been continued attenpts to chip away
at our rights, including attenpts to restrict
access to abortion medication, a safe nedication
approved by the FDA over two decades ago.

And just |ast week, we saw attacks
agai nst |VF, the standard fertility treatnent
t hat has hel ped so nany struggling couples to
start famlies.

And the list goes on. And quite
frankly, enough is enough.

In January we marked the 51st
anni versary of Roe v. Wade with the Senate
Denocratic Majority advanci ng | andmark
| egi slation to strengthen New Yorkers'
reproductive rights and i nprove maternal health
out cones. Make no m stake: Reproductive care
and maternal care is an essential conponent of
our healthcare system And at a tinme when
abortion bans are proliferating across the

country, and when you | ook at national maternal
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nortality rates that are in a crisis, it
continues to grow.

And this particular issue affects
many wonen and is three tinmes higher here in the
U.S. than any ot her high-incone nation. The U S.
mat ernal nortality rate is even higher for Black
wonen, who are nearly three tines nore likely to
die froma pregnancy-rel ated cause than white
wonen. And in New York State we are al so seeing
this disparity in realtine as we too struggle
with this public health chall enge.

It is inmportant to note, however,
that these are not solely wonen's issues, but
i npact everyone. For when a nother dies in
childbirth, that is not just a wonmen's issue.
The pain, the struggles, the | osses suffered by
wonen reverberate in our famlies and throughout
our communities. Wen we enpower wonen and
ensure that they have access to the resources
they need to fulfill their potential and foll ow
their dreans, not only do we inprove the |ives of
wonen but, by extension, we are al so
strengthening famlies, comunities and our
entire state.

So as | close, as we continue to
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commenorate Whnen's Hi story Month | hope you al
wWill join me in reaffirmng our conmmtnment as a
| egi sl ative body to pass policies that are
commtted to equal rights representation and
justice for all the wonen and girls of our great
state here in New York.

| amvery proud to vote in favor of
this resolution, and | hope ny col |l eagues w ||
join nme in celebrating Wnen's History Month by
voti ng aye.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick on the
resol ution.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

As was just stated, we have to think
about the wonen that cane before us that allow us
to be present in this chanber. | want to thank
the Majority Leader for bringing this resolution
to the floor.

| did alittle research about ny
district, and | was pleasantly surprised that |I'm

not the first women to serve in the 9th Senate
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District. Karen Bernstein was a Senator from
1972 to 1979 and was a graduate from Fordham Law
School. Carol Berman was a Senator for the

9th Senate District from 1979 to 1984 and j ust
passed away in October one nonth after her

100t h birt hday.

On a personal note, | have to
nmention ny dear grandnother, Sophie Canzoneri,
who immgrated to this country fromltaly in 1931
as a new bride expecting her first child, and had
the courage to | eave behind Sicily and cone to
the United States for a better life.

And | have to say that ny father, at
the age of 90, still encourages ne and ny two
sisters that anything we do is possible, and that
si nply because we are wonen there is no
di fference between the three of us and ny three
brothers. And it's on his recomendation, and
following his | ead, that | becane an attorney.
And I"'mhis law partner to this day. And |I'm so
proud that nmy father, who would typically be
considered an Italian inmgrant who woul d not
have supported wonen, is actually so much a
chanpi on for wonmen's rights.

My nomis his |legal secretary, and
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still works today well into her eighties. And as
a grandnot her of 13, who |I call upon frequently
when I'mhere in Albany to drive ny children
somewhere or help out because I'"mnot there, | am
so proud that ny parents have continued to
encourage ne to be in this chanber.

| hope every day that |'m an exanple
to my three daughters that anything is possible,
regardl ess of your sex, of where you came from
of your educational background. Because that's
what this is about, supporting wonmen and
under st andi ng that every day we're nmaking history
in this chanber.

And | too was just elected with the
si x wonen on the other side of the aisle. And
unfortunately, 1I'mnot always nentioned. But
there were seven wonen that were elected in 2022.
So I"'mvery proud to be part of that class.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senator Rolison on the resolution.

SENATOR ROLI SON: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise today to honor the | egacy of
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an out st andi ng New Yorker during Wonen's History
Mont h, and in support of the resolution before
t he chanber.

This is about a woman from
Poughkeepsi e who has a nanme on a building. And
until | became mayor and found out who that wonman
was and what she did, it was just a name on a
bui | di ng.

Jane Matilda Bolin was born and
rai sed i n Poughkeepsie. She was a brilliant
student who graduated high school at just 15.
She was a pioneer in many fields who would go on
to break glass ceilings and overcone bigotry.

Today a nural at the Dutchess County
Court house prom nently features her father, Gaius
Bolin, Sr. And the Poughkeepsie City School
District former headquarters was renaned the
Jane Bolin Adm nistration Building to honor her
| egal and social reforns. And kids to this
day -- the building is still there -- wal k by
that every day, and | daresay the mpjority of
t hem don't know who Jane Bolin is, just like |
didn't until | looked into it.

Jane Bolin was a woman of firsts.

She was the first Black woman to graduate from
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Yal e Law School, first to join the New York City
Bar. And in 1939, at the age of 31, she was the
First black fermale judge in the history of the
United States. And she would remain on the

Fam |y Court bench for over 40 years. And it
wasn't easy.

So she was born in 1938, where her
father practiced | aw, and he was the first Bl ack
presi dent of the Dutchess County Bar Associ ation.
And while she was a col | ege under graduate, she
descri bed many of the things that were goi ng on
in the attitudes of her fellow students --
excl uding her from social functions and requiring

Jane to |ive off-canpus.

Well, it didn't stop her. It didn't
stop her at all. She followed her dreans, and
she entered Yal e Law School. And she was the

only Bl ack student in her graduating cl ass.

Now, during her long and prestigi ous
| egal career, Jane Bolin was a fierce advocate
for civil rights and the rights of children,
especially, as related to education and heal t h.
Jane served with distinction on the boards of the
NAACP, the Child Welfare League, and the Nati onal

Ur ban League.
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Her passion for children and
educational rights went on |ong after her
retirement, where she volunteered as a reading
instructor in New York Gty public schools,
passi ng on her love to the students of |earning
t hat she had known as a young wonan in
Poughkeepsi e nany years before.

So Madam President, Jane Bolin was a
trail blazer, a first-rate legal mnd. She
continues to this day to inspire, in the
Hudson Val l ey and across our great state. And |
am honored to support the Majority Leader's
resol uti on before us today.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Hel m ng on the resol ution.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| "' m honored to speak before this
body to comenorate Wonen's History Month. Wonen
in New York State have played an integral role in
shapi ng our nation. They fought for suffrage,
secured dignity for those who have faced

i nequality, and been |eaders in every inmagi nabl e

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1121

field.

The 54th District that | represent
is honme of the Ontario County Courthouse, where
in 1873 Susan B. Anthony was tried and convicted
of voting illegally sinply because she was a
wonman. One hundred forty-four years later, in
that very same courthouse, | was sworn in as the
first female Senator to represent the 54th
District.

Now, | know |I'm not the only wonman
in this chanber breaking down barriers. Senator
St avi sky and | have had conversations -- | know
she is the first woman to represent her district
as wel | .

It's a rem nder of the path that
wonen t hroughout history have paved for all of
us, and the responsibility that we have today to
keep building that road. Across every single
district of this great Enpire State, wonen
continue to do extraordinary, unimagi nabl e things
that make a mark in their comunities. As
| eaders in business, teachers in the classroom
caretakers in healthcare, public servants in | aw
enforcenent, and of course change-nakers in

government -- all of these wonen are shaping the
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future and inspiring the next generation of
femal e | eaders.

Recogni zi ng their acconplishnents,

i ncl udi ng wonen in our owmn famlies and
comunities, inspires young girls to lead with
confi dence and know that they can achi eve any
dream they set their heart and mnd to.

Strong | eaders are fearless, |ike
Susan B. Anthony was. As a State Senator and
al so as a nother and a grandnother, | share the
stories of strong wonmen so ny granddaughter
Bristol knows that anything is possible if she's
willing to work hard and fight for it.

As a legislative body, it's ny hope
that we will always acknow edge, cel ebrate and
val ue wonen for all they have done and conti nue
to do.

| vote aye, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senator Chu on the resol ution.

SENATOR CHU: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent, for allowing nme to speak on this
i mportant resol ution today.

First I would like to especially
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thank Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins for
bringing this to the fl oor.

And to all ny wonen col |l eagues in
t hi s chanber, Happy Wnen's Hi story Month. Thank
you all for being such a great role nodel for our
young girls in the future, inspiring themto be
whoever they want to be. And thank you for
maki ng hi story every day.

This year, the thenme of Wnen's
Hi story Month is wonmen who advocate for equity,
diversity and inclusion. New York State is one
of the nost diverse states in the country, and
t he wonen of our state continue to nake positive
impacts in pronoting equity and inclusivity.

We can all think of wonen in our
lives that are an exanple of this -- our nothers,
our daughters, friends, |oved ones. However, the
work that is done by wonmen to advocate for this
equity and inclusion is often overl ooked. But
you can see the evidence of the effort in our
lives and the lives of our children. Qur future
generation of wonen have nore freedons,
opportunities, because of the work that has been
done by fearl ess wonen before ne. M, as the

first Asian wonan to serve in this chanber, | am
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here because of them

The wonen in ny life have nade a
prof ound i nmpact. However, we al so know wonen
have often had to fight harder for their efforts
to be recognized. During 2024 we recogni ze the
exanpl e of wonmen who are conmtted to enbracing
everyone and excluding no one in our common quest
for freedom and opportunity.

Cel ebrating Wonen's Hi story Month
cannot and shoul d not be confined to one nonth of
the year. Recognizing the contributions and
achi evenents of wonen in our history hel ps forge
the path of future | eaders. | hope young wonen
and girls in ny district and all over New York
State know that they can work hard, dream bi g,
and achi eve anything they set their mnds to.

| will continue to uplift and
hi ghl i ght the extraordinary work of the wonen in
New York and fight against the barriers us wonen
have had to face for decades.

For all these reasons, | proudly
vote aye. And thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or May on the resol ution.
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SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | want to thank the
Majority Leader and thank Senator Wbb for her
power ful conments.

| amrising partly because there
were several names nentioned in the resol ution of
people fromny district, including of course
Harriet Tubman, who chose Auburn as her hone for
the |l ast four decades of her life, and
El i zabeth Bl ackwel |, who was the first wonan to
recei ve a nedi cal doctor degree in the
United States, fromwhat is now known as SUNY
Upstate Medical University.

But | really wanted to stand up and
tal k about sonmeone who's meking history right
now. A couple of weeks ago | was able to offer a
resolution in honor of Dr. Jeanette Epps, who had
been chosen by NASA to go to the International
Space Station. |'mhappy to report that she
| aunched on Sunday night and arrived this norning
at the space station

And she made a statenent where she
said she was in a New York State of m nd up there

on the space station, really grateful to Syracuse
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and New York State for the support that she's
recei ved.

So | just wanted to give people that
update, and | vote aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

It's really inportant that every
year | give gratitude to the |eader for this
resolution and to all of ny incredi ble wonen
col | eagues on both sides of the aisle.

And it's inmportant that | continue
to etch ny daughters' nanes in the annals of the
State Senate. It is sonething that | wll
continue to do, and say their nanes as part of
the official record, because literally,
figuratively, metaphorically, and in any other
sense of the word, wonen are often left out of
the official record. So G ada Bailey and Carina
Bai | ey, my daughters, will forever be enshrined
in the record of the State Legislature.

Now, whet her they choose a career in
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public service is conpletely up to them They

have that ability to do so. But it's inportant
that as a man that | do what | can to make sure
that my daughters' nanes are uplifted.

Now, it is that wheel of ally-ship
that we nust make sure we do to uplift all of the
wonen in our lives. And as Senator Chu aptly put
it, it's not just this nonth, it's ongoing,
consistent. And, you know, we get to serve with
sonme really dynam ¢ wonen, Madam President, you
being one of them | get to sit next to the
funni est nmenber in the history of the
State Senate in Toby Stavisky. But including --
excluding no one. She's the funniest person in
t hi s chanber.

And | get to really learn from

i ncredi ble wonen day after day in this chanber.

But as you all know, |'m an
incredi ble sports fan. | just want to point out
a fewthings. | want to point out that if

Brittney Griner was paid what she was worth, she
woul d have never had to go to Russia in the first
pl ace.

| want to point out that the U S.

soccer team the consistent chanpi onship,
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Gold Medal -winning, U S. Wrld Cup-w nning --
Worl d Cup-w nni ng soccer team we shoul dn't have
had to go to litigation for that.

| want to point out that Caitlin
Clark is not just the all-time recordhol der in
wonen's col |l egi ate basketball, but in college
basketball in general. And it didn't take four
years, it took three. And she's going to
continue to conpile and add on to that record.

| want to talk Angel Reese also in
LSU, and nore people watching the wonen's col |l ege
basketball finals -- as far as | knew -- than the
men' s col | ege basketbal |l chanpi onship | ast year.

| want to tal k about Steph Curry and
Sabrina |l onescu, and Steph only beat her by three
shots this year. And we -- and this is wonen in
sports. And Title I X was 1972, but we're finally
realizing the fruits of that | abor.

And wonen in sports, you know,
Cham que Hol dscl aw from New York City,
Ni esha Butler, so many different |ike femal e hoop
| egends, point god -- point goddesses that we've
been able to w tness throughout the years.

And | just want to al ways nake sure

| uplift wonmen in sports, because soneti nes,
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fellas, we get on the court and we underestimte
and we get crossed off the court. And you |earn,
you're gonna | earn today. But | hope that we've
all learned the wise | esson that wonmen are not
just our equal, they are -- not just on par with
us, they are our equal in every other way and we
shoul d act accordingly.

Happy Wonen's History Month from a
proud father and proud husband. To ny wife,

G amara Rosado, |ove you.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senator Cl eare on the resolution

SENATCOR CLEARE: First I'd like to
join in thanking our Majority Leader for bringing
this very inportant resol ution today.

And | too rise because sone of the
wonen nentioned in the resolution represented ny
district. And because of them | am Bessie
Buchanan. (O ga Mendez. Constance Baker Mot ey.
These were | eaders, true |l eaders. | even had the
fortunate opportunity to neet two of themin ny
lifetine.

The people who directly inpacted ny
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life when | think about what even brought ne
here -- all the bl ock association | eaders, the
tenant | eaders, the parent association | eaders,
so many of whom are wonen -- are the role nodels
that 1 had to follow And | have really enjoyed
the nentorship of great, great wonmen in ny
comunity.

And nost of all, | have to nention
one worman in particular. She's not here with ne.
She didn't get to see ne becone a New York State
Senator. But she taught ne that | belonged in
every room that | could do anything that |
wanted to do, and that it was possible. And that
is Ethelee Cleare, ny nother, who was ny first
mentor and one of the greatest, npbst strongest
worren that | ever knew.

So | happily vote aye today in
cel ebration of Winen's History Month and in
appreciation of all the women who have touched ny
life, including the fierce wonen here in the
New York State Senate on both sides of the aisle.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

The question is on the resolution.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1131

Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
at the request of all the various sponsors today,
the resol utions we took up are open for
cosponsor shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify
t he desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: There is a
privileged resolution at the desk. Please take
that up at this tinme, read its title, and
recogni ze Senator Mayer on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
a substitution at the desk

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Mayer noves
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to substitute Concurrent Resolution Nunber 1904
for the identical Assenbly Concurrent Resol ution
Nunmber 905.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: So
or der ed.

THE SECRETARY: Assenbly Resol ution
905, Concurrent Resolution of the Senate and
Assenbly providing for the election of six
Regents of the University of the State of
New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mayer on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
Madam Leader and Speaker, and thank you for the
opportunity to speak in support of this
concurrent resol ution.

Under Section 202 of the Education
Law, when there are vacancies on the Board of
Regents, it is our obligation as legislators to
sel ect both new nenbers, and we are reappointing
several ol der nmenbers or nenbers who have served
previ ously.

| want to stress to this body the
i nportance of the Board of Regents. Under the

| eadershi p of Conmi ssioner Dr. Betty Rosa and
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chancel l or Dr. Lester Young, our Legislature
works so closely with the Board of Regents inits
oversi ght of not only education policy but the
regul ati on of the professions and the range of
duties which are inposed upon the State Education
Depart nment .

This is an incredibly significant
and august body. These individuals vol unteer
their tinme, and they spend an enornous anount of
time in the process of comng up with consensus
about sonme of the nost chall enging i ssues that we
face as a state.

| think we all are quite indebted to
them for their |eadership. And |I'mvery pleased
that after consideration and review of nmany
applicants, by concurrent resolution we are
appointing the foll ow ng individuals:

Hasoni Pratts, of the County of
Kings, to be Regent for the Second Judi ci al
District;

Dr. Seema Rivera, of the County of
Al bany, to be el ected Regent of the Third
Judicial District;

Patrick A. Mannion, of the County of

Onondaga, to be Regent fromthe Fifth Judici al
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District;

Dr. Christine D. Cea, of the County
of Richnond, to be re-elected Regent fromthe
Thirteenth Judicial District;

Dr. Janmes E. Cottrell, of the County
of New York, to be re-elected for a termof five
years, as a Regent At Large;

And Wade S. Norwood, of the County
of Monroe, to be re-elected as a Regent At Large.

These di stingui shed individuals wll
serve us well. It is in our interests and
frankly our responsibility to ensure that they
are appointed concurrently with the Assenbly.
This is a very wonderful group of people who are
donating their time, their efforts, and their
col l ective experience to nake sure our state is
wel | -served by the Board of Regents.

| urge a vote of yes, and I'll be
voting in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
can we just stand at ease for one nonent. W're
just trying to sort out a procedural question

her e.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 5:06 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
5:55 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | think we can
pi ck up where we left off, Madam President, and
call the vote on the privileged resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

The Secretary will call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to the
concurrent resolution, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Ashby, Borrello,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Miurray, Oberacker, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Stec, Wber and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 17.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD

resolution is adopt ed.
Senator G anaris.
SENATOR G ANARI S

further business at the desk?
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD

no further business at the desk.

The

| s there any

There is

to adjourn

at

On

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move
until tonorrow, Wdnesday, March 6th
12: 00 p. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Wednesday, March 6th, at 12:00 p. m

(Wher eupon, at 5:58 p.m,

adj our ned.)

t he Senat e
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