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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

February 27, 2024
3:31 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR SHELLEY B. MAYER, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Readi ng of
t he Jour nal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
February 26, 2024, the Senate nmet pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday, February 25,
2024, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
Madam Pr esi dent .

On page 30, | offer the follow ng
amendnents to Cal endar 381, Senate Print 1159A,
and ask that said bill retain its place on
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we have nunerous resolutions today, but we're
going to try and di spense with the cal endar
first. So please take up the reading of the
cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
129, Senate Print Nunber 1948A, by

Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to anmend the
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Envi ronnent al Conservation Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 129, voting in the negative:
Senat or Cber acker.

Ayes, 53. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

144, Senate Print 6676, by Senator Hoyl man- Si gal ,

an act to amend the Uniform Gty Court Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it

shal | have becone a | aw
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 144, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, Giffo,
Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Tedisco, Wber and Wi k.
Al so Senator Ashby.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 9.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
169, Senate Print 2028A, by Senat or Addabbo, an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effected i nmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or

Scarcel | a- Spanton to explain her vote.
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SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, Madam Presi dent.

And t hank you to Senat or Addabbo for
this extrenely inportant piece of |egislation.

This is one of the first bills that
| was able to cosponsor when | got into the
Senate. @G ving our veterans who are 100 percent
servi ce-di sabl ed a 100 percent property tax
deduction is inportant because New Jersey is
already doing it. W want to make sure that
New York State is the place that veterans can and
will want to call hone when they get out, so this
is inmportant in making sure that we are on par
wi th what New Jersey is already doing.

| would also |ike to point out that
New York City does do a really great job of
staggering their property tax exenptions. So
whet her you're 100 percent disabled or |ess, you
do qualify for some kind of property tax
deduction. So if anybody hasn't done that,
pl ease nake sure you do.

But this goes one step further,
trying to keep our 100 percent service-di sabl ed
veterans here and not noving to our neighboring

State of New Jersey. | proudly vote aye.
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Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Scarcel | a- Spanton to be recorded in the
affirmati ve.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 54.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
205, Senate Print 204, by Senator Cl eare, an act
to amend the Correction Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Cleare to explain her vote.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Over 200,000 worren are di agnosed

wi th breast cancer each year, and incarcerated
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wonen face uni que risks given their |ack of
access to adequate healthcare. In a 2019 report
on wonen's healthcare in New York State's prisons
and jails, the Correctional Association of

New York identified serious issues with the

nmedi cal treatnment received by wormen in the prison
system including issues involving mamobgram
screeni ngs.

Sadl y, we already know t hat
incarceration is linked to premature death in the
United States, and for that very reason it is
i ncredi bly inportant that wonmen who are
i ncarcerated know their risks and have
i nformati on about self-exans and have regul ar
manmmogr ans consi stent with best nedi cal
practices. Equity, justice and fairness as well
as humanity require this.

Thank you, and | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Cleare to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 54.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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226, Senate Print 1801, by Senator Ranpbs, an act
to amend the Labor Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ranbs to explain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, this year | focused ny
| egi sl ati ve agenda on worker health and safety.
W' ve been trying to reformworkers
conpensati on, enacting protections for extrene
tenperatures and regul ati ng the war ehouse
i ndustry to make sure that every worker cones
home heal t hy and whol e.

We're on the sane page with the
Governor and are working to raise our tenporary
di sability insurance paynents for the first tine
since 1989. And all that work isn't conplete if

we | eave donestic workers out.
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Wiile New York City and Westchester
County provide for up to 40 hours of paid sick
| eave per year to donestic workers, New York
State's paid sick | eave | aw | eaves donestic
workers in the rest of the state behind. This is
the unfortunate pattern in our Labor Law s
hi story with donmestic workers. Donestic workers,
l'i ke farmwrkers, were carved out of the New Dea
because the workers were nostly Black. They were
sold out to win support from Southern Denocrats
during the fight for the New Deal

And this body can't |eave them
behi nd again. W nust end the vestiges of the
JimCrow era here in New York, and there's no
better tine than Black Hi story Month to do it.
Donestic workers often earn poverty-1level wages
and are reluctant to take tinme off because they
cannot afford to lose a day's worth of wages.
They're grossly underpaid as it is.

According to the Fiscal Policy
Institute, there are 328,000 donmestic workers in
New York. These workers perform essential work
like caring for children, elderly |oved ones, our
homes, and hel ping people with disabilities live

i ndependent lives. |It's work done al nost
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entirely by wonen of color. They're hone care
wor kers, nanni es and house cl eaners, and they
conprise a |l arge and grow ng wor kf orce.

W all benefit if these workers are
able to care for their health. So thank you to
the | eader and to everyone who's going to be
voting aye with ne.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ranos to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 226, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wber
and Wi k.

Ayes, 36. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
233, Senate Print 6112, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside for

t he day.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
248, Senate Print 3118, by Senator Mannion, an
act to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
298, Senate Print 7109, by Senator Kennedy, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside for
t he day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |

is laid aside for the day.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

336, Senate Print 724, by Senator Serrano, an act

to amend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 336, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Oberacker and O Mara.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
393, Senate Print 5714A, by Senator Cleare, an
act to anend the Arts and Cultural Affairs Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Cal |l the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Cleare to explain her vote.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Sonme of the nobst inportant groups
within our communities are our arts and cul tural
organi zations. They teach us how to dance, sing,
pai nt; give |lessons on history, culture and the
environnment. They serve as comrunal gathering
spaces for neetings, advocacy and cel ebrati ons.
And in short, they enrich us.

However, not all institutions are
sitting on $5 billion in assets. The small,

di verse community-centric arts organi zations are
t he ones who need our support the nobst, yet
historically they are the ones that have the nost
difficulty garnering federal, state and | ocal
support.

Large cultural organi zations have
pl enty of space and | arge audi ences but are not
al ways commtted to supporting and di splaying

wor ks that focus on diversity, equity, and
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telling history fromdifferent points of view

Therefore, this bill does several
things. It anmends the Arts and Cultural Affairs
Law to incorporate even broader concern for
culture, access, diversity, equity, inclusion,
social and racial justice by reform ng the
conmposition of NYSCA by requiring consideration
of diversity, equity considerations, and cul tural
preservation and devel opnent.

This bill is sorely needed to nake
certain that our arts and cultural organizations
tell the whole story of our people, our
comunities, and our history. In doing so, we
will shape a better future for all

| vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Cleare to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 393, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Helmng, Lanza, Mirray,
Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads and Wi k.

Ayes, 48. Nays, 11.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
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i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
| nove to adopt the Resolution Calendar, with the
exception of Resolutions 1828 and 1839.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al'l those
in favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar,
with the exception of Resolutions 1828 and 1839,
pl ease signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's now begin
wi th previously adopted Resolution 1788, by
Senator Rivera, read its title only, and
recogni ze Senator Rivera.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution

1788, by Senator Rivera, menorializing
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Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMarch 2024 as
Anerican Red Cross Month in the State of
New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Rivera on the resol ution.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

So | stand today proudly to
cel ebrate maki ng March Red Cross Month here in
the State of New York. There are -- and not only
that, but to actually honor a few fol ks who
hopeful are joining us. | didn't have the tine
to go up and say hello, but yes, they are right
there. W are joined by sonme of these folks.

|"mnot sure if you fol ks know this,
and for ne, | saw Red Cross folks in ny district
even before | was a Senator and before | actually
got to know them as an organi zation. Once | got
to know them as an organi zation, | found out that
about 90 percent of the folks who work for the
Red Cross, the folks that go out to our
comunities after there is a disaster, are
actually volunteers. The overwhelnmng majority
of the folks that do the work every single day

are vol unt eers.
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| had the opportunity a few years
ago to go out with sone of those folks and to
actually -- right after there had been a fire in
my district, and | rode along with themfor a few
hours, and just |ike everybody else | gave ny
time and | was able to learn a little bit about
the work that they do and the way that they
change |ives.

Just so you know sone of the nunbers
that we're tal king about here, just |ast year
t hey provided nore than 500, 000 vol unteers advice
hours. So we're tal king about 500,000 hours of
individuals' time in the State of New York. They
responded to nore than 3,300 disasters, nobst of
t hose hone fires. They delivered safe shelter,
hot neal s, enotional support and recovery
resources to over 7200 famlies in need. And
t hey al so supported the collection of about
222,000 units of blood in over 10,150 bl ood
drives across the state.

The bottomline is that these folKks,
all these volunteers across the state, do anazi ng
work every day at the darkest time in the |ives
of many of our neighbors.

And three fol ks who are here
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today -- and I'd ask themto stand if they're
with us -- Shirley Leung, M chael Hoplight, and
Teresa Rossi. | hope | did not ness up anybody's
name. But these three fol ks have been singled
out as three volunteers that are the

di stingui shed humani tarians, so to speak, that
did anazing work | ast year and probably for many,
many years with the Red Cross.

| wanted to take sonme tinme to thank
themfor their work. It is -- | amsure that
you, over the time, whether you' ve been working,
vol unteering for Red Cross for a year or for a
decade, have definitely inpacted people's lives
directly in our neighborhoods, in our districts,
and we thank you for that.

So, Madam President, | would
certainly want to honor them and give themthe
privil eges of the house.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Ri vera.

Mnority Leader Ortt on the
resol ution.

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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| want to thank Senator Rivera for
bringing this resolution to the fl oor.

And | certainly want to thank the
fol ks who are here today who make our
comunities, our state, and our country a better
place to |ive by |eading by exanple, by
vol unteering their time and putting thensel ves
forward to assist those who very often find
t hensel ves in great need of help at a tinme when
they either suffer through a natural disaster or
sone ot her energency.

And for me, it's a great honor to
not only speak on behalf of the Red Cross and of
t hese volunteers in general, but it's always
great when you have a constituent who's anongst
the honorees. So | would |like to recognize,
certainly, from N agara County, from Sanborn
M ke Hoplight, who is here, a true epitone of
public servi ce.

H s | ove for volunteering started as
a teenager when he was with the N agara Falls
Boys and Grls Club. His service to our nation
started in 1967, when he joined the Arny for
four years' active duty and then 25 years in the

Arny Reserve
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Upon his retirenment, M chael chose
to continue service as a Red Cross vol unteer,
where he has volunteered his tinme in response to
nati onal disasters |ike Hurricanes Katrina, Irene
and | ke.

It's in his role as a Service to the
Armed Forces vol unteer where M chael truly
shi nes, by providing countless hours of support
to our nation's mlitary and our nation's
veterans. He has deployed three tinmes to provide
support to active conbat veterans, twice to Iraq
and once to Afghani stan.

Back in Western New York, he remains
a constant source of support to our veterans.

The Buffalo VA is one of the few VAs in the
nation that provides the No Veteran Di es Al one
programto provide end-of-1ife conpanionship to
our veterans who have no renmaining famly
menbers.

M chael has said, "W wouldn't |eave
you alone on a battlefield. W won't |eave you
al one in your hospital roomeither." That speaks
volunmes to the kind of man M chael is, and it's
an honor to recognize his service today.

M chael , thank you for your service.
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To all of you, thank you for your service. My
God bl ess you, and thank you for being here.

Madam President, | want to thank you
for your indul gence.

And Senator Rivera, again, thank you
for your bringing the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senator Ott.

Senator Breslin on the resolution.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

It is ny honor and pleasure to
i ntroduce anot her volunteer. And when we think
of it, what is a volunteer? W don't vol unteer
here as legislators. But a volunteer is sonmeone
who provides a service to soneone el se, and not
expecting anything in return.

Teresa Rossi, from Schenect ady,
New York, is one of those people. 1In 2017, she
began her work with the Red Cross, and since then
she has provi ded over 2200 hours of service. And
during that period of time -- it's interesting,
some people stick to what they start with, but
Teresa is a bl ood donor, a blood drive

coordi nator, a donor anbassador, a donor and
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volunteer recruiter and trainer. That would be
t he equi val ent of someone going to the Yankees
and being able to play shortstop, first base,
pitcher, catcher, and the outfield, and probably
manage t he team as wel |

So Teresa has provided this service
for over seven years, not expecting anything in
return except providing that good service.

And we're so proud to have you here,
Teresa. And |'d be remi ss in your household if
you didn't also recruit your husband, M chael, to
be part of the team You are an inspiration to
all of us. Keep up the good work. And | hope
you visit here with us and give instructions to
us on how to be the true vol unteer.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Breslin.

Senator Conrie on the resolution.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Good afternoon, nmenbers. | want to
i ntroduce a volunteer that comes from Queens.

SENATOR RAMCS: Heyo.

SENATOR COWRI E: Heyo.
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(Laughter.)

SENATOR COWVRI E: Shirley Leung has
been a Greater New York Region volunteer for the
Red Cross for over seven years now, after working
in a good career in devel opnent and invest nent
banki ng, includi ng econom c devel opnment director
for the Manhattan Chanber of Commerce. Shirley
is a problemsolver. She's a thought partner,
she's a data guru, and nore and nore she's a
humani t ari an.

Vol unteering for the Red Cross is a
sel fless position, but she does it with -- as a
val ued team nmenber because she cannot only
identify problens and chal |l enges, but she can
al so suggest and inpl enment solutions quickly.

And she's -- Shirley is kind. She's
gquite hunble. She's patient. She barely talks
to me a lot of tines when she's here at the
neetings. But she's al so soneone that you can
see the entire team depends on.

She was a much-deserved recipi ent of
the 2020 Clara Barton Award for Meritorious
Vol unt eer Leadership. The recipients of that
award enbody the pioneering | eadership qualities

of Red Cross founder and president Clara Barton.
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She's conpl eted the necessary skills
training to play al nbst every position at the
Red Cross, as Senator Breslin just said. She's
an international delegate, she's conpleted the
di saster cycle services governnent operations
managenment training. She's an instructor team
menber for the New York City chapter. She's done
Di saster Cycle services. She's worked as a
Mass Care Team Menmber. She's been a Vol unt eer
Partner for Governnent and Community Rel ations.
She' s been comi ng up every year since |'ve been
here to tal k about the Red Cross. She's done
Vol unt eer Caseworkers for Famlies, putting |inks
t oget her when famlies are going through one of
the nost stressful tinmes in their lives. She's
been an Energency Managenment Task Force and Team
menber. She's also -- in addition to that, she's
been working in not just comrunity relations but
wor ki ng as a volunteer on the Fam |y Links
Hel pl ine, at the Communi cations Center for the
New York City Energency Disaster Team as a
di spat cher.

In addition to her service at home
in New York State, Shirley has depl oyed to other

cities and states, going back to 2018 where she
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was at Hurricane Florence in North Carolina, at
the 2019 Al abanma tornadoes, at Tropical Storm
Hanna in Texas in 2020, at Hurricane lda in
Loui siana in 2021, Hurricane Fiona in '22, and
lastly at Hurricane lan in Florida in 2022.

When you | ook at Shirley, she | ooks
i ke she's 50 pounds soaking wet --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR COWVRI E: -- but she's truly
a special person. | know the New York City team
at the Red Cross truly appreciates her spirit and
her selfless service.

And | want to thank you
Madam Presi dent, for allowing nme to introduce
Shirley Leung, one of the best parts of the best
borough in the state. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senator Conri e.

To our guests fromthe Red Cross, |
wel comre you on behalf of the Senate. W extend
to you the privileges and courtesies of the
house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
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G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we go to
previ ously adopted Resol ution 1807, by
Senat or Kennedy, read that resolution's title and
recogni ze Senator Kennedy.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
1807, by Senator Kennedy, nenorializing
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimJuly 1, 2024,
as Canada Day in the State of New York, in
celebration of this great Enpire State's
| ongst andi ng econonic and cultural relationship
wi t h Canada.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Kennedy on the resol ution.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise today to recogni ze the
| ongst andi ng rel ati onshi p between the
United States and Canada. W are honored to have
a nunmber of guests fromthe Canadi an gover nnment
here with us in the Senate chanber on the Senate
floor, and I'd like to recogni ze them and ask

themto stand as their nanes are call ed.
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Davi d Paterson, Al berta's
Representative to Ontari o.

The Honorabl e Senator M chael
MacDonal d, representing Nova Scoti a.

Bri an Masse, nenber of Parlianent,
representing the riding of Wndsor West, Ontari o.

Canada's Consul General in New York
Tom C ar k.

Quebec's Del egate General in
New Yor k, Martine Hebert.

Genevi eve Fl etcher, the Consul ate
and Deputy Head of Foreign Affairs for the
Consul ate General of Canada in New York

Anne- Ceci | e Dequen, the Quebec
Governnment Office in New York.

Tayl or Reak, al so of the Quebec
Governnment Office in New York.

Zachariah Bl ack, fromthe
Canada-U. S. Inter-Parliamentary G oup.

And | will say, last but certainly
not least -- as a matter of fact, a very special
individual to ne and many in this chanber -- is
our friend Rachael Honmewood, ny former chief of
staff and legislative director right here in this

chanber, who's the Senior Diplomatic Advisor to
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t he Canadi an Consul ate in New York

We wel cone you all here today.

Madam Pr esi dent, New York's nei ghbor
to the north, the great country of Canada, shares
so nmuch with us -- history, culture, and the
| argest bilateral tourismindustry in the
United States.

More than 5.5 m|lion Canadi ans
visit the State of New York every year, and yet
our relationship with Canada is nuch bigger than
t hese tenporary visits m ght suggest. CQur
proximty and partnership has led to nore than
800 Canadi an- owned conpani es putting down roots
in our state, with nearly 700,000 jobs that have
been created that are dependent upon Canadi an and
U. S. trade, denonstrating a coll aboration and
commitment to opportunity.

Canada and New York are al so anong
each other's top trade nmarkets. |In 2022 al one,
trade between our state and our Canadi an
nei ghbors totaled $42.5 billion, a year over year
i ncrease of over $8 billion.

In Western New York, our ties to
Canada are part of our daily culture. And I

woul d say across this country we share this
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amazi ng history. Wen you think about where the
United States has risen up to the extraordi nary

| eader in the global community; it's been Canada,
our neighbors to the North, that have been
denonstrating to the world what a true
partnership and friendly neighbor is all about,
whether it's in our commerce that |'ve discussed
here today, or whether it's in the history.

And as our great American mlitary
vet erans have gone off and fought in world wars
across the globe, it's been our Canadi an partners
t hat have donned the uniform and fought for
freedomw th us.

And today, when we think about the
peaceful relationship that we have and the
ability for us to share our culture and to think
about days where Canadi ans pour over that border,
our shared border into Buffalo, New York, nmny
homet own -- whether it's a Buffalo Bills gane or
a Buffal o Sabres gane, the seats are full of fans
from both sides of the border.

Qur communities are tied together
with some of the nost inportant bridge crossings
in North America, with the Peace Bridge, the

Lew st on- Queenst on Bridge, the Rai nbow Bridge
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carrying around 2 mllion trucks and nore than
7.5 mllion cars every year, accounting for tens
of billions of dollars in international trade.

When the pandemic hit just a few
short years ago, its nmagnitude was enornous,
especially for border communities that have | ong
seen the other side not just as neighbors but as
famly. Thankfully, we stand here today on the
ot her side of that heartbreak. As both of our
nations continue to rebuild, we recognize that we
are so nmuch nore than a shared border. In the
light, in the dark, we are one together.

Today the New York State Senate
joins together to recognize our friends to the
north -- the true north -- the existing
partnership we share, and the bright future
ahead. Wl conme. Thank you.

And, Madam President, if you could
best ow upon these honorabl e guests all of the
privil eges of the house.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Kennedy. | will in a mnute.

Senator Giffo on the resol ution.

SENATOR GRI FFO Thank you,

Senat or Kennedy.
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And | want to extend our
appreci ati on and wel come to our distinguished
guests who are with us today.

| had the opportunity to represent
t he border, and al ways appreci ated the way t hat
we woul d communi cate, the goodwi || that we
experienced, the exploring of common interests,
and ultimately to undertake cooperative ventures
and initiatives. So | sincerely appreciate al
of your work, and in this historic relationship.

And |'m going to quote anot her
Kennedy, the former President of the
United States John F. Kennedy, whose words |
think are as appropriate today as they were in
May of 1961 when he said, in describing the
rel ati onship between these two great nations,
ours and canada, "Geography has nade us
nei ghbors, history has made us friends, econom cs
has made us partners, and necessity has nade us
allies.™

Those words today | think are as
i mportant and significant as they were then. W
| ook forward to continuing this historic
relationship of friendship and partnership, and

wi sh you the best, and thank you for being here
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wi th us today.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senator Giffo.

To our guests representing the
nati on of Canada, we wel cone you on behal f of the
Senate. W extend to you the privileges and
courtesi es of the house.

You already rose, but let's be
recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
G anaris, the resolution was adopted on
February 13th.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Can we now take up Resol ution 1839,
by Senator Serrano, read that resolution's title
and recogni ze Senat or Serrano.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1839, by
Senat or Serrano, commenorating the
100t h Anni versary of the New York State O fice of
Par ks, Recreation and Historic Preservation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
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Serrano on the resol ution.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent .

It is such an honor to rise here in
t he Senate chanmber on ny Resol ution 1839
commenorating and cel ebrating 100 years -- thank
you, Madam President -- conmenorating 100 years
of our New York State Park system

Qur parks are transformational. CQur
parks mean so nuch to all of our lives. CQur
par ks during the pandem c becanme our refuge.
During a very difficult and anxious tine, they
becanme the place that we all went to for safety,
for enjoynent, and to be together.

And over the years we've seen
i ncreased visitorship. Last year we had anot her
banner year with over 84 mllion visitors
attending and visiting our state parks.

Qur state parks provide countl ess
educational opportunities, and they allow our
communities and folks to interact with the
natural world around them

Those of us who live in urban

environnments, as | do, really do benefit from

having the opportunity to interact with our state
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parks, to becone friends to our parks and to
beconme stewards of our park system

| really do believe that our parks
have the ability to be transformational, but al so
to give trenmendous opportunities especially to
young people in our communities. The ability or
the opportunity to attend sunmer canp has been
shown to have trenendous benefits for a lifetine.
Learning how to swim engaging in hiking, canping
and the great outdoors, are things that could
never be overl ooked and can bring about a
lifetime of good things for New Yorkers.

New York State has one of the --
probably the best parks system anywhere in the
nation. Indeed, it is an old systemwth a | ot
of aging infrastructure that is in constant need
of repair. But | have so nmuch gratitude to the
Ofice of State Parks for all that they do to
make sure that our parks renmain accessible.

One of the things that we care
deeply about here in the Legislature is ensuring
parks equity, making sure that our comunities in
pl aces |i ke the South Bronx, East Harlem upstate
New Yor k, have real access to green space, have

real access to nature prograns and educati onal
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opportunities. And | think it's really inportant
that we del ve deeper into those opportunities.

But today's resol ution and
celebration really gives us the opportunity to
t hi nk about how much our parks have nmeant to us
over these last hundred years. Wether you're in
Harri man State Park, whether you're out in parks
on Long Island, Jones Beach -- you nanme it, we
really have sone of the nost beautiful w | derness
anywhere in the nation.

So I"'mvery grateful for the parks
advocates who are in the gallery today. Today
happens to be Parks Advocacy Day here in Al bany,
which is one of ny favorite days of the
| egi sl ative year where fol ks cone from across the
state and visit all of us in our offices to talk
about why our parks are inportant and why they're
vital .

So, so grateful to all of ny
col | eagues for their support of this resolution.
| look forward to a wonderful yearl ong
celebration of this centennial, and | thank you,
col | eagues and Madam President, for the
opportunity to speak on this. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
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Senat or Serrano.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank you,
Senat or Serrano, for this inportant resol ution.
Hailing from New York City's greenest borough
parks are really critically inportant to the
devel opnment of not just people, but of young
people. There is no greater soundtrack to the
sumer than hearing the joy and exultation of
children being able to play in a park. And being
abl e to have such an expansive and extensive
state park systemthrough this great state is
somet hing that we should avail ourselves of at

nore opportunities.

My famly and I, we often --
sonetimes decide on a whimthat we'll travel a
little further north and we'll go to one of the

state parks, whether it be Bear Muntain State
Park or one of the other state parks -- or

Lake Wl ch or sonmething of the sort. And we try
to expose our kids to sonmething a little
different.

And it's ny sincere hope that
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everybody gets a chance to experience the
greatness that we do have in this state park
system \Wiatever it is, whatever your |eisure
activity may be, there is sonmething in a New York
State Park for you. |In addition to that, it's

t he endorphins that are released fromthe fresh
air and the hiking activities. O even if it's
just sitting down on sonme freshly pruned grass,
right -- you know, there's sonething in every
New York State park for you.

So Senator Serrano, thank you for
this resolution. I'mglad that we're cel ebrating
this centennial of New York State parks. And to
many nore years.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Bail ey.

To our guests who are here for

Par ks Day, | wel cone you on behal f of the Senate.
W extend to you the privileges and -- oh,
Senat or Jackson, | did not see your hand.

Senat or Jackson on the resol ution.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise in support of the resolution.

| formerly represented Riverbank State Park, and
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that's right on -- between 135th and 145th Street
in Harlem

And let me say this to you, that the
track, the basketball courts, the tennis courts,
the swimm ng pool -- all of the things that the
youth of our inner city basically enjoy going to.

And in fact, anytinme nmy daughters
had time off from school during the holiday, |
woul d take themto go swming at R verbank State
Park. 1t was only $1 to get in there.

And so | say this to you, that it
was a gift, obviously, with the community working
hand in hand, because the -- the -- underneath
the park is a -- anyway, it's for the comunity.

But now | represent Roberto Cl enente
State Park in the Bronx. And let nme tell you
it's a beautiful park there for all of the kids
that live in that area and for whoever cones from
different parts of the Bronx.

And as you know, Roberto C enente
was a very fanous basebal |l player that basically
died in transporting food to those in need in
Sout h Aneri ca.

So with that, | tell you I enjoy the

parks and |'m so happy that we have these parks
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wher e hundreds of thousands of individuals can
enjoy -- knowing that it's for themand their
children to have fun and enjoy, to learn how to
sw mand run, at Roberto Clenente State Park and
Ri ver bank State Park

Thank you, Madam Chair.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Jackson.

Senat or Conzal ez on the resol ution.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thank you so
much, Madam Presi dent.

| wanted to echo the sentinents that
we heard today about the inportance of our parks.
| have the pleasure of representing an incredible
state park, Gantry Plaza State Park, in
Long Island City, and amreally excited to
wel come two constituents today who are here from
the Hunters Poi nt Parks Conservancy.

So | wanted to give thema warm
wel come and shout out. You know, between the
work that they do and the investnent that we've
made in our parks, it has been a lifeline for our
community for years, especially during the
pandem ¢ when so many of our famlies were

| ooking for places to go in an area that was
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i ncredi bly starved for green space.

So |l really do want to take this
nmonment to cel ebrate and appreciate all of the
hard work it takes to nake sonething |like that
happen. And, you know, really speak to how in
t he hardest nonments, it is our green space, it is
our third spaces that are places where we can go
to build our community, to seek refuge, that
i nproves the quality of our life.

And so | do want to thank Senator
Serrano for this, but also, again, everyone here
and our community nmenbers for the really
i ncredi ble work that they're doing.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Conzal ez.

Senator Cl eare on the resolution

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| wasn't going to say anythi ng about
this resolution until Senator Jackson spoke about
Ri ver bank State Park, which I now represent, and
proudly represent the park. It has been renaned
t he Herman "Denny" Farrell State Park.

And, you know, that park, when
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look at it, is all the things that everyone has
said today, but it serves a community that
doesn't necessarily have access to traveling, to
goi ng on vacations sonetines to the Hanptons or
maybe sonme of the other nore affluent places.
This is their Hanptons.

It's a beautiful park. It serves so
many of my constituents for swnmng, for roller
skating, for ice skating. And not just ny
district, but people cone fromfar and wi de. And
| appreciate the park being in our district
because it definitely has changed and transforns
lives of the people in nmy comunity.

So | thank Senator Serrano for
bringing this resolution here today, because
soneti mes we can take for granted sone of the
things that we have in our comunities. |It's
truly a paradise, and |'mhappy that it's in ny
district, and proudly represent it.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: To our
guests here for Parks Day, we wel come you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of the house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.
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(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

Let's pl ease take up previously
adopt ed Resol ution 1598, by Senator Sepul veda.
Pl ease read that resolution title only and
recogni ze Senator Sepul veda.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1598, by
Senat or Sepul veda, comrenorating the
180t h Anni versary of the |Independence of the
Dom ni can Republic, to be cel ebrated on
February 27, 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
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Sepul veda on the resol ution.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you,
Madam Speaker, for allowing ne to present this
resol ution.

| rise today to recognize a pivota
nmonment not only in the history of the Dom nican
Republic but also in the ongoing narrative of
Domi ni can contributions to the vibrant tapestry
of New York State.

As we commenorate the 180th
anni versary of the Dom ni can Republic, we
cel ebrate not only our nation's sovereignty but
al so the i mense inpact of Dom nican New Yorkers
on the fabric of our society.

Resol ution 1598 serves as a poi gnant
acknow edgenent of the indelible mark | eft by
Dominican inmgrants in our great state. From
the bustling streets of Washington Heights to the
dynam ¢ nei ghbor hoods of the best county in the
world -- the Bronx -- and beyond, Dom ni can
Anmeri cans have enriched our communities with
culture, resilience, and unwavering spirit.

Today | am honored to highlight the
exenpl ary achi evenents of one such i ndivi dual

anong us, M. Quernuel Arroyo. A proud Dom nican
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New Yorker, M. Arroyo has distinguished hinself
as a trailblazer and advocate for accessibility
inour city. In February of 2021 he assuned the
role of the MIA's first agencyw de chi ef
accessibility officer, chanmpioning inclusivity
and equal access to transportation for al
New Yor kers.

M. Arroyo's story is enblematic of
the countl ess ways in which Dom ni cans nmake
New York a better place each day. His
dedi cation, | eadership, and unwavering conmm t nent
to service serve as a beacon of inspiration to
all of us.

I n honoring the 180th anniversary of
t he Dom ni can Republic, let us recogni ze the
i nval uabl e contributions of individuals Iike
M. Arroyo. W are privileged to have himas a
synbol i ¢ anbassador entrusted with conveying our
heartfelt congratulations to our brothers and
sisters in the Dom nican Republic. He will be
delivering this resolution to the Dom nican
Assenbly and the Dom ni can Senat e.

Toget her let us reaffirmour
commtment to fostering great understanding,

cooperation and nutual respect between our
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nations. My we continue to celebrate the rich
cultural heritage of the Dom nican Republic and
t he enduri ng bond shared between our peopl es.

Viva | a Republica Dom nicana! Dios,
Patria y Libertad.

And in Spanish: "Estimdos col egas,
Hoy, me | evanto para reconocer un nonmento cruci al
no solo en la historia de | a Republica
Dom ni cana, sino tanbién en |la narrativa continua
de las contribuci ones dom ni canas al vibrante
tapi z de Nueva York. Al connenorar el 180
ani versari o de |a I ndependenci a Doni ni cana,
cel ebranmbs no solo | a soberania de nuestra
naci 6n, sino tanbi én el inmenso inpacto de |os
dom ni canos en Nueva York en |la estructura de
nuestra soci edad.

"La resol uci 6n nurmero J1598 sirve
conb un connovedor reconocimento de |a huella
i ndel ebl e dej ada por |os inm grantes dom ni canos
en nuestro gran estado. Desde las bulliciosas
cal | es de Washi ngton Hei ghts hasta | os di nam cos
veci ndarios del Bronx y nmas alla, |os
dom ni coaneri canos han enriqueci do nuestras
comuni dades con su cultura, resistenciay

espiritu i nquebrantabl e.
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"Hoy, tengo el honor de resaltar |os
| ogros ejenplares de uno de esos individuos entre
nosotros: el Sr. Quenuel Arroyo. Orgulloso
dom ni cano neoyorquino, el Sr. Arroyo se ha
di stinguido conb un pionero y defensor de |la
accesi bilidad en nuestra ciudad. En febrero de
221, asum 6 el cargo de Primer COficial de
Accesi bilidad a nivel de agencia de |a Autoridad
de Transporte Metropolitano, abogando por |a
inclusividad y el acceso igualitario al
transporte para todos | 0s neoyorqui nos.

"La historia del Sr. Arroyo es
enbl ematica de |las innunerables formas en que | os
dom ni canos hacen de Nueva York un |ugar nejor
cada dia. Su dedicacion, liderazgo y conprom so
i nquebr ant abl e con el servicio sirven conb un
faro de inspiraci 6n para todos nosotros.

“Al honrar el 180 aniversario de la
| ndependenci a Dom ni cana, tanbi én reconozcanos
| as i nval uabl es Contri buci ones de individuos cono
el Sr. Arroyo, quienes encarnan el espiritu de
nuestra coruni dad. Hoy, mentras estanos de pie
en el Senado, tenenps el privilegio de contar con
el Sr. Arroyo conb nuestro enbaj ador sinmbdlico,

encargado de transmtir nuestras sinceras
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felicitaciones a nuestros hermanos y hermanas en
el Senado Dom ni cano.

"Juntos, reafirmenos nuestro
conprom so de fonentar una nmayor conprension
cooperaci 6n y respeto nutuo entre nuestras
naci ones. Que continuenos celebrando la rica
herencia cultural de |la Republica Dom nicana y el
vi ncul o perdurabl e conmpartido entre nuestros
puebl os.

"iViva | a Republica Dom ni cana! Dios
Patria y Libertad. Gacias."

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Sepul veda.

Senat or Jackson on the resol ution.

SENATOR JACKSON: Madam Chair, |
did not raise ny hand on this one. But | say to
you that | will speak on the resol ution, know ng
t hat --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR JACKSON: -- that
M. Arroyo is basically -- anytime that the MIA
is opening up the elevators and buil ding
el evators so that anyone can cone into the

system he's the chief officer that's responsible
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for that.

And |'ve worked with himon nmany
occasions, nore recently at nmy Dyckman Street on
the No. 1 line and also at the 181st Street and
Fort Washi ngton Avenue, naking it accessible for
all individuals, whether or not they were
visually inpaired or other inpairnents or
di sabilities, and nmaking the MIA accessi bl e.

And know we have a | ong way to go,
but this is the right direction and the person
that's leading it is ny friend. And | see him
all around the comrunity.

| vote aye, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you
Senat or Jackson.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

It's going to be difficult to top
that, Senator Jackson's freestyle act. That was
i ncredi bl e.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: But Feliz Dia de |la

| ndependenci a for the Dom ni can Republi c,

180 years of an incredible culture.
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It is the largest-growing ethnic
group in the Borough of the Bronx -- as Senator
Sepul veda appropriately stated, the greatest
county of the 62. There mi ght be sone debates,
but there is no debate about the heart of the
Domi ni can comunity.

They excel in a great variety of
many, you know, endeavors, whether it be
government, athleticism advocacy for the MIA,
including but not limted to all of these
i ncredi bl e tasks.

And so as not to bel abor the point,
| think Senator Sepulveda touched on it best in
English and in Spanish, which | will not endeavor
to do today. But what | will say is just
continue to -- let's continue to nmake sure that
we |ive as one New York and that we cel ebrate
every culture like it deserves to be cel ebrated.

The Dom ni can Republic, there's a
Googl e Doodle -- | don't know if you went on
Googl e today. There is a Doodle celebrating the
| ndependence Day of the Dom ni can Republic today.

So it is fitting that we have such a
time on such an auspicious cel ebration.

Congratul ati ons. Happy | ndependence Day. And

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

951

t hank you for the resolution, Senator Sepul veda.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Bail ey.

Senator Cl eare on the resolution

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Today |'m pleased to join in the
cel ebration of the 180th anniversary of the
i ndependence of the Dom nican Republic. CQur
former mayor of New York City referred to
New York City as the gorgeous npbsaic. And | have
to say that the Dom nican community has certainly
added to that nosaic in many inpactful and
beauti ful ways.

Those efforts of 180 years ago have
resulted in a great contribution to the City of
New York and to ny district, especially in
business, in culture, food, civic and political
engagenent, heal thcare, education, and it goes on
and on.

And M. Arroyo has been just a
fantastic addition in that contribution to our
comunity -- not just to the Dom nican comunity,

but to all of us, to the disabled community and
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to all New Yorkers. And | thank you for your
great work.

And Viva Dom ni cana Republica. And
that's the best 1'mgoing to do today.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senator C eare.

Senat or Weber on the resol ution.

SENATOR WEBER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank Senator Sepul veda
for introducing this great resolution here today.

Congratul ations to M. Arroyo for
all your great work over the nunmber of years.

You know, when ny parents divorced
in 1982 ny father, a nunber of years |later,
married a Dom ni can wonman from Bani. So | have a
st epbrot her who's a police officer in New York
City who grew up, the majority of his life, in
t he Dom ni can Republic. And throughout ny life |
had the opportunity, the great opportunity to
visit the islands in the Dom nican Republic a
nunber of times, and it was such a great
i fe-changing experience for ne and for the rest

of ny famly to really involve ourselves in a
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culture that was different than growi ng up as an
Irish Catholic boy in Pearl River.

So | appreciate, you know, all of
the culture in -- that the Dom nican popul ation
has contributed to the United States. And, you
know, now | represent a | arge Dom nican
popul ati on in Rockl and County, based mainly in
Haverstraw. This weekend we were able to
participate in celebrations of the independence
on February 27th -- we did it a couple of days
early. Johnny Otiz, who's | think one of the
earliest Domi nican councilnmen | believe in the
United States, represents Haverstraw very wel |l
and was really the spearhead of getting the
cel ebration underway on Sat urday.

So | just want to again thank
Senat or Sepul veda for this great resolution. And
Happy | ndependence Day to ny Dom nican friends.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Weber .

Senat or Ranbs on the resol ution.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to both honor ny friend Que
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and Quisqueya. | represent a district that used
to have a very |l arge Dom ni can popul ation. And
al though it has greatly dimnished over the
years -- and that is the story of ny district;
it's the steppingstone for nmany inm grant
comunities. And once they save up enough and
are able to buy honmes in Long Island or upstate,
in Senator Weber's district, or even nove to

New Jersey -- we certainly are very proud of the
Dom ni cans who remain and call Corona and
Jackson Hei ghts hone.

And certainly Que is very enblematic
of the Dom nican pride and excellence that is
brought to work. And while being an advocate for
accessibility for the MIA nyself, |'mvery
appreciative of all of his advocacy over the
years. And hopefully in our lifetines we wll
see every MIA station with an el evator and an
escal at or.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Ranos.

Senat or Fernandez on the resol ution.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Que | o que,

Madam Pr esi dent . | too wanted to take this to
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celebrate with nmy Dom ni can nei ghbors on this Day
of I ndependence. As nmany of us -- everyone who
spoke has said, our comunities have their
presence, their partnership and their |ove for
their conmunity.

So | wanted to share ny | ove and
appreciation on this great day and thank them for
t heir amazing contributions to each one of our
districts and to the great State of New YorKk.
Happy | ndependence Day. Que viva |la Republica
Domi ni cana!

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: To our
guests who are here for Dom ni can | ndependence
Day, we wel cone you on behal f of the Senate. W
extend to you the privileges and courtesies of
t he house.

Pl ease be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Serrano, the resolution was previously adopted on
January 17th.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

Let's pl ease take up previously
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adopt ed Resol ution 1764, by Senator Rolison,
pl ease read that resolution title only, and cal
on -- recogni ze Senat or Roli son.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1764, by
Senat or Rol i son, congratul ati ng the Putnam Vall ey
Hi gh School Varsity Cheerl eadi ng Team upon the
occasi on of capturing the New York State Public
Hi gh School Athletic Association Gane Day
Cheer | eadi ng Chanpi onshi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Rol i son on the resol ution.

SENATOR ROLI SON: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

|"mreally proud to congratul ate and
i ntroduce today Putnam Valley H gh School Varsity
Cheer| eadi ng Team and Coach Kelly Wl son. They
recently in Novenber won the Class C State
Chanpi onship for Cheerleading with the New York
State H gh School Athletic Association.

Now, this was, as it is being
descri bed, a 10-section showdown, which you won.
And this type of cheerl eading cel ebrates the

traditional type. |It's nodeled after sideline
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cheer routines and perforned at sporting events.

Madam Presi dent, cheerleading is a
sport which demands athletic prowess, agility.
And Coach Kelly W1 son, who has coached
cheer | eadi ng at Putnam Val | ey Hi gh School for
ei ght years, worked hard to hone the skills of
t hi s chanpi onship team teaching these
out standi ng athl etes | essons which will prove
i nval uabl e both on and off the field and court.

And Coach Kelly WIlson and all of
the outstanding athletes that are here today on
t he Putnam Val |l ey H gh School Varsity
Cheer| eadi ng Team have clearly, clearly,

Madam President, utilized dedication,

determ nation and teammork in providing a |l asting
contribution to the spirit of excellence which is
a tradition of their school.

Madam Presi dent, again, so very
proud to neet these outstandi ng athletes today
here at the Capitol. And would you pl ease extend
the privileges of this distinguished house to
t hem

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Certainly,
Senat or Rol i son.

To our guests from Putnam Vall ey --
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cheerl eaders extraordinaire -- | welconme you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of the house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on
January 17th.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

Let's please take up previously --
no, not previously adopted. Let's take up new
Resol ution 1828, by Senator Harckham Let's read
that resolution title only and call on
Senat or Har ckham

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1828, by
Senat or Harckham nourning the death of
Ann Gallelli, distinguished citizen, public
servant, and devoted nenber of her comrunity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Har ckham on the resol ution.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
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Madam Presi dent. And thank you, colleagues, for
entertaining this resolution today.

| rise to nourn the passing of a
friend and a col |l eague and sonmeone who nade an
incredi ble difference in the Hudson Vall ey,

Ann Gallelli. Sone of you may renmenber Ann.

But | also want to stand today to
honor her and honor her body of work. You know,
we all have people in our conmmunity who nmake
extraordinary contributions. And if you | ook
back on the |ifewrk of Ann and what she neant to
the Village of Croton, the Town of Cortland, the
Hudson Vall ey, it was renmarkable -- nore than
30 years of dedicated service and planning; the
Pl anni ng Board, the Conprehensive Plan Comm ttee,
21 years on the Village Board, 11 years as Mayor.
Ten years with the Westchester Pl anning
Federation as a TED.

And you scroll down the |ist of
projects that Ann acconplished for the village,
it's inpressive enough, but those of us in public
service who know what it takes to herd all the
cats, to get things across the line, these public
projects in small towns and villages to get the

funding, to get the zoning changed, to build a
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consensus -- Ann was an expert at that. And
there is a list of projects that's just quite
remar kabl e.

And | think the one that stands out
to me is Croton Landing Park, which | believe is
one of the jewels of the Hudson River to anybody
who's ever been there. But one of the amazing
acconpl i shnents about it is that she stopped the
M |l ennium Pi peline from going through there.

And t hose of you who have ever opposed a pipeline
know you don't stop pipelines. Yet Ann stopped
t he pi peline fromgoing ashore in Croton Landing
Park. And that was a remarkabl e achi evenent.
And the legacy is a spectacular park that spits
out into the majestic Hudson. And that was her
vision. And that was just one exanpl e.

But the other thing about Ann was
her personality, just calmand steady. She had a
great sense of hurmor. [I'Ill give you an exanple.
In 2019 we had a major storm knocked out a | ot
of the power in Northern Westchester. | was
doing a tour of the district, called the mayor.
| said, "Do you have sonme danmge that you need us
to see?" And he said yes. And we get ready to

go on the tour, and he said, "The deputy mayor is
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trapped in her hone and there are live wires and
it's been 24 hours."

And so we drove over to Ann's house,
and it | ooked |ike a bonb hit the front yard.
There were all these nassive trees, and the power
was out. And there was Ann, standing on the
street. Like, "Ann, you were trapped in your
house. What are you doing out here?" And she
said, "I wanted to see that ny nei ghbors were
okay. "

And that was Ann. Like | couldn't
figure out how she was going to get through the
downed trees and the |live power lines. But she
found a way to get out because she wanted to nake
sure the other people on her block were okay.

And that was Ann. And it's people
i ke that who just make our comrunities
remar kabl e places to live, who give thenselves to
the conmmunity.

She's left by her husband, John, and
two of her kids are here today. John Jr. and
daughter Carla are here. And so pl ease accept
our condol ences.

But nore inportantly, | think,

pl ease renenber the vast anmount of respect that
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we had for Ann. And her mark on the Village of
Croton will never, ever be forgotten. Truly an
i ndelible mark by an incredi bl e person.

So thank you, Madam Chair. 1'I| be
voti ng aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Har ckham

To the famly of Ann Gallelli, we
wel come you. We extend our sincerest
condol ences. Please rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC At the request of
t he sponsors, the resolutions are open for
cosponsor shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
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resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor on the
resol utions, please notify the desk.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is

no further business at the desk.

SENATOR SERRANC | nove to adjourn

until Wednesday, February 28th, at 12:00 p.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: On noti on,

t he Senate stands adjourned until Wdnesday,

February 28th, at 12:00 p.m

(Wher eupon, at 4:36 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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