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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Rabbi
Mar k Get man, of Tenple Emanu-El of Canarsie, in
Br ookl yn, New York, will deliver today's
i nvocati on.

RABBI GETMAN: Al m ghty God, |ight
of truth, we call on Your spirit to guide al
el ected | eaders in New York State, fromthe
Governor's office to those gathered here today in
this legislative session, to all local villages,
towns, and all those in elected and appoi nted
positions throughout the state.

Instill in themthe integrity,
enpat hy, and refusal to ignore injustice that
defi ned George Washi ngton when he bid his
officers farewell in 1783, charging themto
establish rule of | aw upon imutable principles
of private norality.

| nspire them by the Roosevelts
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profound call for econom c reformand basic
dignity when masses sought deliverance from
poverty's grip.

Equi p | eaders now to combat what ever
threatens residents' well-being or deni es anyone
an equal chance to thrive, and to observe their
beliefs w thout prejudice or discrimnation.

When some turn nei ghbor agai nst
nei ghbor because of religious creed or ethnic
origin, ignite again Lady Liberty's |ight,
inviting all hurt, hungry and oppressed to
shel ter here regardl ess of identity, background
or origin.

Just as FDR strengthened | eaders to
overcome tyranny abroad, steel their resolve now
to defeat intolerances, threats fromwthin.

Hel p them enact policies and forge partnerships
across faiths and across political affiliations,
to protect religious freedons for all.

Where racismstill casts its shadow
over hopes, and xenophobia and antisemtismrears
up to spread fear, conpel |eaders, as
El eanor Roosevelt did, to follow the heart's
truth and do what you feel to be right, for

you'll be criticized anyway.
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Make themtirel ess advocat es,
bridging divides to affirmthe equal claimto
life and |iberty You intend for every child You
created, whatever their skin tone or background.

Thus, let freedomring from
Buffalo's shores to Staten Island' s heights:
Freedom of speech and worship. Freedomto wal k
safely, unafraid of violence. Freedom from want
so none are deni ed education, shelter, housing or
care.

May You also |ift up the brave nen
and worren, veterans of New York's greatest
mlitary forces, our police forces, EMIs, firenen
and those who serve on the front |lines, those who
have served and continue to serve our state and
nation, hazarding their lives in defense of
freedom

From Revol utionary War patriots at
Saratoga to Givil War reginments marching to save
the Union, fromthe Fighting 69th forged on
Manhattan streets to the fanmed Rai nbow Di vi si on,
troops who valiantly spilled their blood for
humanity in world wars, fromtroops rushing
wi t hout hesitation to help on 9/11 and, after, to

natural disasters in their own backyards, to
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| egi ons depl oyed now around the gl obe, their
selfl ess service echoes in these halls.

Bl ess them heal their wounds, both
seen and unseen; confort their famlies awaiting
their safe return. My their sacrifices rem nd
t hose here of the incredible blessings we enjoy,
and conpel us to strengthen liberty's foundations
where generations of soldiers, sailors, air crews
fought fierce battles to secure our freedons.

We ask that Lady Liberty's torch
bl aze abright, summoni ng outcasts and procl ai m ng
Your desire for justice to dwell in our halls of
power even as it does in heaven.

As these el ected representatives
begin their work today and this week, nmay they be
gui ded by wi sdom conpassion, and a spirit of
selfless public service. Help themto put aside
di fferences and agendas, to help them find conmon
ground for the betternent of our state and al
its residents. Bless their efforts as they
al |l ocate resources, they draft policies and make
deci sions that inpact so nany. And nay all that
transpires here be for the greater good.

May God bl ess the United States of
Anerica, bless the State of New York, its
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citizens, and everyone. Anen.

(Response of "Amen.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Sunday,
February 25, 2024, the Senate nmet pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday,
February 24, 2024, was read and approved. On
notion, the Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
good afternoon.

Amendnments are offered to the
foll owi ng Third Readi ng Cal endar bills:

By Senator Thomas, on page 24,
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Cal endar 300, Senate Print 5009;

By Senator Fernandez, on page 29,
Cal endar 350, Senate Print 4555A;

By Senator Brouk, on page 29,

Cal endar 353, Senate Print 7780;

And by Senator Sepul veda, page 30,
Cal endar 368, Senate Print 3318.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
amendnents are received, and the bills wll
retain their place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
Senat or Lanza for a notion.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza for a notion.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

Senator G anaris.

Madam Presi dent, on behal f of
Senat or Tedi sco, on page 34 | offer the follow ng
amendnents to Cal endar 400, Senate Print 7547
and ask that said bill retain its place on
Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain

its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
Senator Myrie for an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Myrie for an introduction.

SENATOR MYRI E: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

In the past | woul d have been an
unusual suspect for this introduction. You see |
have the red scarf on, introducing sone
New Yor kers who care deeply about the
Adi rondack Park here in this state.

A coupl e of years ago we were able
as a Legislature to pass in the budget the
Ti mbuct oo Summer Climate and Careers Institute.
And what that represented was giving kids from
New York City an opportunity to come upstate and
go to the Adirondack Park and see future career
paths in fighting climate, and to al so experience
t he Adi rondack Park that bel ongs to themjust
like it belongs to every single New Yorker.

So they are up here today, sone from
my district, but fromall over the Cty of
New Yor k, having been alunms of |ast year's

program and they're back here today advocati ng
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for nore. They are fighting for environnental
policies that protect our clinmate. They are
fighting for cleaner water, for protection of our
wi | derness and for green job creation.

And so |"mreally honored to present
and introduce themin this Senate chanber,
because just |like the Adirondack Park, this is
their house as well. So if you could,

Madam Presi dent, extend to themall of the
courtesi es of the house.

And t hank you all for nmaking the
trip up today.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: To our
guests, | welconme you on behalf of the Senate.

We extend to you the privileges and courtesies of
this house. Please rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Next up, can you
pl ease recogni ze Senator Hoyl man-Si gal for an
i ntroducti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Hoyl man- Si gal for an introduction.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- SI GAL: Thank you,
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Madam Presi dent and Deputy Leader G anari s.

| "' m here today, Madam Speaker, to
announce a very special guest on ny right fromny
district on Manhattan's West Side, Dr. Sean M
Decat ur.

Dr. Decatur was selected in
Decenber 2022 to serve as the president of the
Ameri can Museum of Natural History. He nmade
hi story as the nmuseunis first Bl ack | eader.

Since this Legislature incorporated
it in 1869, the Museum of Natural History has
been one of our country's nost cel ebrated
institutions, a cultural icon and a source of
fond chil dhood and -- speaking for nyself --
adul t nenori es.

The nmuseum averages alnmost 5 mllion
visitors annual ly, many of whom come from abroad,
and | imagi ne sone of our guests in the gallery
t oday have been there as well.

This year President Decatur oversaw
opening the new Gl der Center for Science,
Education, and Innovation, an architecturally
stunni ng new wi ng, Madam President, if you
haven't been, whose atriumrecalls a granite

canyon cliff face. The wing is both spectacul ar
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and functional, housing an insectarium a
butterfly conservatory, new cl assroons, a
| aboratory, and a theater. And nost inportantly,
the new G | der Center has wel coned 500, 000 new
constituents of mne, in the formof Trinidadian
| eaf -cutter ants. Quite a sight to behol d.

Presi dent Decatur was born in
Cl evel and and has spent nmuch of his professional
life working in education. After getting his
doctorate at Stanford, he served in numerous
acadenmi c rol es at Mount Hol yoke Col | ege and
Qoerlin, before his latest role as president of
Kenyon Col | ege in Chio.

Let ne just add and cl ose on this.
Last Cctober the Natural Hi story Museum began to
overhaul its stewardship of a very difficult and
thorny issue. The nuseum has fornmerly held
12,000 human remains in its collection. It has
removed all of those human renmains on public
di splay. This decision followed a recognition of
t hese remains' deeply troubled history. Sone of
t he bones bel onged to ensl aved New Yorkers and
| ndi genous peoples. Many were acquired to serve
eugeni ci st turn-of-the-century research agendas.

So | want to commrend Dr. Decatur for
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his foresight and vision in | eading the nuseum
as well as welcomng himto this the Senate
floor.

And | urge you, Madam President, as
we say, to extend himevery privilege of the
house. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD
Dr. Decatur, | welcone you on behalf of the
Senate, and we extend to you the privil eges and
courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up previously adopted Resol ution 1642, by
Senat or Sepul veda, read its title, and recognize
Senat or Sepul veda.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1642, by
Senat or Sepul veda, comendi ng Dr. Rafael A
Lantigua for his exceptional achievenents and
contributions to nmedicine and community service

in New York State.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Sepul veda on the resol ution.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you,
Madam President, for allowing me to present this
resol ution.

Since |'ve been an el ected Senator
| " ve brought several people to this chanber,
people that I"'mvery proud to have worked with or
wor ked for or the achievenents that they' ve done
for the State of New York. And today |I am
extrenely honored to present to us a great
American, a great figure here in New York State
and New York City, Dr. Rafael A. Lantigua, a
figure whose contributions to nedicine and
comunity service has profoundly inpacted
New Yor k and beyond.

Dr. Lantigua has been cel ebrated by
several, including the Dom nican President Luis
Abi nader, Congressman Adri ano Espaillat, and
every single mayor and governor over the | ast
20 years have all reached out for his counse
because of his work in nmedicine and his
dedi cation to excel |l ence.

Hi s journey fromLa Universidad

Aut onona de Santo Dom ngo to Col onbia University
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hi ghlights a comm tnment to advanci ng heal t hcare,
particularly for mnority populations. Through
his research on the issue of aging and

Al zhei ner' s anongst Latinos, Dr. Lantigua has
addressed critical health disparities, enriching
bot h nedi cal and public health facilities and
public health matters.

Beyond his conmitnent and his
nmedi cal achi evenents, Dr. Lantigua' s invol venent
in community service underscores his deep
comm tment to advocacy and support. Recogni zed
by nunerous awards for his service, especially to
the Latino and Dom nican community in New York
his work reflects a profound dedication to the
betterment of their lives.

Make no doubt that Dr. Lantigua is a
revered man in the Dom ni can conmunity and the
Latino community for his role in hel ping sonme of
t he poorest comunities that exist in New York
State and the United States. He's a hero to many
here and in the Dom nican Republic.

In recognition of his outstanding
contributions, we not only present Resol ution
Nunber 1642, but al so the prestigious

Presi denti al Vol unteer Award Medal which was
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i ssued by -- which will be issued by nme on behal f
of President Biden.

Thi s dual cel ebration and honor is
for Dr. Lantigua's exceptional service and his
significant role as a | eader and advocate in our
community. Dr. Lantigua, on behalf of the State
of New York and a grateful nation, we thank you
for your unwavering dedication and inpactful work
to the people in this state.

| am honored, | am extrenely honored
to present you with this recognition.

And a quick note in Spanish.
(Previous remarks in Spanish.) Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Jackson on the resol ution.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise in order to congratul ate
Dr. Rafael Lantigua for his service not only in
t he Washi ngton Hei ghts and | nwood area, but the
entire city.

And in fact, I've lived in
Washi ngton Hei ghts ever since 1975, when

graduated fromcoll ege, and Dr. Lantigua has been
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a part of bringing the conmunity together, and
especially when it cones to health and wel | ness.

And so |'ve known himto be directly
i nvolved in inproving the outcones of the people
in our conmunity -- but not only that, extending
that to all parts of New York City.

|"mhere to say that |I'm proud of
what he's done. |'m happy that he's still
involved in bringing the community together from
the point of unity and healthwi se. And so |
t hank ny col | eague Luis Sepul veda for bringing
hi mup here so we can honor hi mtoday.

Congr at ul ati ons.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senator Cl eare on the resolution

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise today also to thank
Dr. Lantigua for his work in the conmunity,
underserved community, |long before others were
paying attention -- all that he has done for the
Domi ni can community, and being a trusted voice

and a leader. Not just a medical professional,
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but a | eader, a true |leader in our comunity.

| congratulate you on your award
t oday.

Thank you, Senator Sepul veda, for
giving us this opportunity.

And | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD
Dr. Lantigua, | welcome you on behalf of the
Senate. W extend to you the privileges and
courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol uti on was adopted on January 30t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
the reading -- oh, I"'msorry. Before we do that,
at the request of Senator Sepul veda, that
resolution is open for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor on the resol ution,
pl ease notify the desk

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now pl ease take
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up the reading of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 87,
Senate Print 4711, by Senator Martinez, an act to
anmend the Vol unteer Firefighters Benefit Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Webb to explain her vote. (Pause.)

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
148, Senate Print 1979, by Senator Cl eare, an act
inrelation to requiring the Enpire State
Devel opnent Corporation, in consultation with the
State University of New York, to study the

econonm ¢ i npact of optimzing kitchen incubators
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in New York State.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Cleare to explain her vote.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

The average cost of installing even
t he sinplest comrercial kitchen can be upwards of
$20, 000, which is prohibitive for so many
entrepreneurs who have a uni que product to bring
to the marketplace, particularly those in
| ow-i ncome communities.

It is proven that shared comerci al
kitchens are a viable solution to this challenge,
but we do not have nearly enough of them and
access is not prioritized to those who need it
t he nost.

The purpose of this bill is to

require a study and action plan concerning the
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transformative effects of locating small Kkitchen
i ncubators on public and private coll ege
canmpuses, and in public housing devel opnments. In
addition, Enpire State Devel opnment is charged

wi th further devel opi ng conprehensi ve busi nesses
and advisory services to fully conpl enment kitchen
i ncubat or servi ces.

To hel p ensure that start-ups have
every opportunity to succeed | believe that we
must be smart and target with our investnents in
econoni ¢ devel opnent, and this bill represents
the very best kind of concept: Utilizing
exi sting community partners and proven shared
resources to further the economc growh and
quality of life for all

| proudly vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Cleare to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 148, voting in the negative:
Senat or Skoufi s.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Par don ne.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar 161,
Senate Print 319, by Senator Sal azar, an act to
amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 161, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Ashby, Borrello, Gllivan,
Giffo, Helmng, Lanza, Mattera, Mirray,
Qber acker, Ortt, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 16.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
163, Senate Print 506, by Senator Thomas, an act
to amend the Social Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
228, Senate Print 1195, by Senator Persaud, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
235, Senate Print 60, by Senator Harckham an act
inrelation to directing the State Board of Real
Property Tax Services to conduct a study on real
property tax saturation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
282, Senate Print 2872, by Senator Conrie, an act
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to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 282, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Hel m ng and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
376, Senate Print 6585, by Senator Stavisky, an
act anendi ng Chapter 548 of the Laws of 2004.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
406, Senate Print 2315, by Senator C eare, an act
inrelation to namng a certain state facility
after Wllie Mae CGoodnan.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Brisport to explain his vote.

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And t hank you, Senator Ceare, for
introducing this bill.

|"mgrateful we had the opportunity

to honor Ms. WIllie Mae Goodman, who successfully
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fought to protect not only her daughter Margaret
but countl ess other children from WI | owbrook.
There are few stains on the history of our state
nore terrible or nore telling than that of the

i nfamous W1 | owbr ook School. At WI | owbr ook,

di sabl ed children were subjected to wetched,
often fatal conditions. They were treated as
subhunman and intentionally exposed to di sease for
nmedi cal experi nentation.

Parents who did not know the extent
of the horrors at WI | owbrook trusted in our
state and unknowi ngly sent their children into
this nightnmare. Mny were deceived into
provi di ng nmedi cal consent for the experinents
performed there.

It's tenpting to i magi ne that once
t he public began | earning about the conditions at
W |l owbrook it was pronptly brought to an end --
but that is not what happened. By 1970
Ms. Goodman and ot her advocates were |oudly
fighting against the state's plan to return their
| oved ones to WI Il owbrook. By 1972 the
conditions at WI I owbrook had been thoroughly
docunent ed and exposed to the nation by advocates

and journalists. Yet it took another 15 years,
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until 1987, for WIIlowbrook to finally be shut
down.

It's also worth renmenbering that the
end of WI I owbrook did not end the horrors faced
by di sabl ed New Yorkers. The sanme pervasive
erasure, othering, and deprioritization of
di sabl ed people that gave rise to WI I owbrook
al so all owed for dehumani zi ng conditions in other
facilities. To this day, New York funds a
private institution that actively practices
aversive conditioning on disabled people, deened
torture by the U N At this very nonment they
have di sabl ed people forcibly attached to an
el ectroshock device nine tines nore powerful than
a cattle prod, and our state is still subsidizing
this institution.

History will |ikely not renenber the
ri ght eous or conpassionate things we say about
disability, but history will remenber the horrors
t hat happened on our watch and what we do or fai
to do about them Today we renenber Ms. Wllie
Mae Goodman, who chose to act.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Brisport to be recorded in the affirmative.
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
407, Senate Print 8183, by Senator Mannion, an
act to anend Part Q of Chapter 59 of the Laws of
2016.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Martins to explain his vote.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, | rise to support the
bill. | conplinment Senator Mannion on its
introduction. But | also rise with sone concerns
about notification.

| would prefer, and | think we all

woul d prefer to see notification to each nenber
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if there's a facility that's going to close in
your comrunity, in your district. And although
appreciate the fact that there's going to be
notification to the president pro tem that
there's notification to enpl oynent through unions
and | abor unions, | would like to know nysel f
that if there's a facility that's going to cl ose
inny district, that we be nade aware at the sane
time and simultaneously.

So | just leave it as a suggestion,
Madam Presi dent, and | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Martins to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Pl ease recogni ze Senator Conrie for
an introduction.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Conrie for an introduction.
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SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Thank you

|"m pl eased to just announce and
recogni ze that we have a Scout troop fromny
district -- Scout Troops 144B, 144G, and
Grl Scout Troop 4704 from Sai nt Al bans.

The Presbyterian Church of
Sai nt Al bans has been working with scouting for
many years. They've had many peopl e that have
beconme Eagle Scouts fromtheir troop. They've
been continuing to work with young people in our
comunity, the greater Saint Al bans conmunity.

W have -- they're here today to
tour the Capitol to |learn about civics and
advocate al so for the Adirondack Park, which
many of them have had the opportunity to visit.

We have Julie London, chaperone and
Troop 144 parent; G anfranco Gateau, Troop 144B
chaperone and assi stant scoutmnaster; Di ane Reid,
Troop 144 conmittee chairperson; Deidra Byrd,
chaperone and Troop 144B and Troop 144G Parent
Troop Conmittee; Patrick Tom inson, who's not
here; Bridgett Buckery-Smth, Troop 144B
committee nenber; Teka Hutchinson, Troop 4704

G rl Scout |eader and chaperone; Vanessa
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WIllians, Grl Scout |eader and chaperone; and
Leroy Hendricks, Sr., and Kinberly Hendricks,
chaperones and parents.

And we al so have Scouts -- | won't
say all their nanes because we're already past
time, but |I just wanted to recogni ze you, thank
you for comng to the Capitol, thank you for
consistently bringing Scouts to the Capitol so
that they can | earn about governnent. Hopefully
you will enjoy your entire visit here and cone
back often to advocate for the things that you're
concer ned about.

So Madam President, M. Leader,
thank you for allowing ne to say a few words to
introduce. |If you don't mnd, give thema

standi ng ovation for the opportunity to cone here

t oday.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: To our
guests, | welconme you on behalf of the Senate.

We extend to you the privileges and courtesies of
t hi s house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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G anari s.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
there will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

SENATCR G ANARI S: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 3:52 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
4:17 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
there's a report of the Rules Conmittee at the
desk. Can we take that up, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
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reports the following bills:

Senate Print 8638, by Senator Mrie,
an act to anmend the Cvil Practice Law and Rul es;

Senate Print 8639, Senate
Redi stricting Bill, an act to anend the
State Law.

Both bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al
those in favor of accepting the Rules Cormittee
report, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
report of the Rules Conmittee is accepted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up the reading of the suppl enental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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465, Senate Print 8638, by Senator Myrie, an act
to amend the Cvil Practice Law and Rul es.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
466, Senate Print 8639, Senate Redistricting
Bill, an act to anend the State Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up the reading of the controversial cal endar,
begi nni ng wi th Cal endar 466.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
466, Senate Print 8639, Senate Redistricting
Bill, an act to anend the State Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anaris to explain his vote.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

As everyone in here knows, we are
considering the map that was sent to us, the
congressional map sent to us by the I ndependent
Redi stricting Comm ssion.

| do want to state at the outset
that | do appreciate the service of the various
commi ssioners who did their best to cone up with
a map that they thought was best.

Unfortunately, | will be voting in
the negative. | think there are nunerous
problenms with the map that was sent to us that
run afoul of the constitutional guidelines that
exi st in our State Constitution.

Most notably, there are half a dozen
county cuts, places where counties were divided
newly in this new map fromthe existing
districts. Those six counties were cut eight

different ways in order to draw this map
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One of the issues the Constitution
highlights is that the maps should not be drawn
specifically to protect incunmbents. And | think
in the map before us there are agai n numerous
i nstances on a bipartisan basis where it was
clear that the intention of the map is sinply to
protect incunbents of both parti es.

And there were a nunber of instances
where communities of interest were not properly
protected in the drawing of the map that's before
us.

Sol will be voting in the negative
and | ook forward to working with my coll eagues in
the Assenbly to come up with a better product
that will better serve the people of this state.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anaris to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Borrello to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, | hear a lot in this house
about protecting denocracy and the will of the

people. And the reality is the people did speak.
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They spoke in a constitutional anendnment that
they wanted to elimnate this behind-cl osed-doors
way of drawi ng redistricting maps.

And it was created, the IRC, with
that. And that was the peopl e speaki ng, saying
let's change this process, let's make it a nore
honest and open process.

But despite that, once ny coll eagues
on the other side of the aisle took over, they
decided to underm ne that IRC. They started by
trying to defund the IRC at the beginning. They
sought to change the Constitution again, to
change the paraneters, how the I RC nmenbers were
actual ly assigned, and going toward a nore
political, behind-closed-doors process. Changing
the two-thirds vote to a sinple ngjority. The
list goes on and on.

Al along, trying to underm ne the
will of the people that said we are going to
elimnate this behind-cl osed-doors, partisan
gerrynmanderi ng.

Despite all of that, we did end up
having a nap that was obviously split last tine.
And once again, we sent a bill to the Governor

asking -- the Denocrats asked if we could just
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draw the |ines ourselves, because we don't trust
the people on the IRC, we don't trust the people
of New York State, the people that said this is
the process that we want. W don't trust them
You know better than they do. That's the
pr obl em

So you can sit here and point out
what you don't |ike about these maps, but this is
the process that the people of New York State
chose. This is the open, transparent process
that they asked for. But we're going to continue
to underm ne the I RC

So with that being said, what were
the results? There were 10 nenbers of this
commi ssion, 10 comm ssioners. N ne to one, they
voted to support this map -- nine to one. Find
10 people that want to go out to dinner and try
to find 10 people that all want to go to the sane
place with the sanme food. Find nine of those 10.
That's a difficult thing to do. But a process
like this, a difficult process, nine to one voted
to support these naps.

Because the reality is we don't
really care what the people think. W care what

the political outcone is at the end. And that's
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what this is about. It's taking it away fromthe
peopl e, taking away the choices that they nade.
The constitutional amendnent -- which, by the
way, is not an easy thing to do, to change the
Constitution. But the people of New York did so
and created this process.

And we are once again going to
underm ne this process, say we don't trust you,
t he peopl e that brought us here, the people that
vote for us, we don't trust you to do the right
thing. W're going to tell you what your wll
iS.

That's wong. That's why | am
supporting these maps.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Martins to explain his vote.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, | rise to support these
maps.

Madam Presi dent, you may remnenber
menbers of the -- ny coll eagues here in the

Senate may renmenber, but | served on the
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| ndependent Redi stricting Conm ssion before
resigning to run for the Senate. And so | had
the opportunity to participate in this process.
And | call on each and every one of us to
remenber what this process is about.

I n case anyone has forgotten,

Madam Presi dent, the nmenbers of the | ndependent
Redi stricting Comm ssion were appoi nted by the

| egi slative | eaders, not only here in the Senate,
but down the hall in the Assenbly. The chair of
t he I ndependent Redistricting Conm ssion,

Ken Jenki ns, was appointed by the Majority Leader
of this house. The vice chair was appoi nted by
the mnority | eader of the Assenbly --

Charlie Neshitt.

Each side has staff. Each side has
consul tants, denographers, attorneys versed in
federal and state election |aw. They have access
to consultants that helped in drawi ng these maps.
And the idea that you have nenbers of the
conmi ssion, 10 nenbers that were able to achieve
a ni ne-one consensus to nove these maps,

Madam Presi dent, is sonething that body shoul d be
cel ebrating.

And | rise to thank not only Chair
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Jenkins but Vice Chair Nesbitt for the incredible
job that they did in building that consensus
around these maps. That's what this is about.

| urge ny coll eagues to support
t hese maps and the process that |ed to these naps
bei ng approved. Because these |ines aren't drawn
haphazardly. You don't have 10 peopl e just
sitting around a table with Magi c Markers and
pens trying to draw t hese maps. These maps are
drawn neticul ously, they're drawn in confornmance
with law. They're drawn, | think, with all of
t he best intentions.

And the idea that we had nine
nmenbers of a 10-nenber conm ssion, consultants on
both sides of the aisle or all sides of the
aisle -- the representative fromthe Wrking
Fam lies Party and the representative fromthe
Conservative Party all voting in favor of these
maps should tell us sonething. They were able to
reach consensus on these maps. And again, that's
somet hing we should cel ebrate. The Constitution
wor ked. The process worked.

Now, | know there are nenbers in
this chanber who are going to be running for

of fice, have already declared for Congress. This
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shoul d be good news for all of us. You' ve got
great maps to run on. Congratul ations.

But Madam Presi dent, we should all,
as a body, understand -- and | hope we all do
understand -- that this is about fairness,
process, and our responsibility to the residents
and citizens of this great state to nake sure
that we nove forward with the process that has
actual ly worked. Against perhaps all odds, since
it is a 10-nenber board.

Let's celebrate the fact that we got
a nine-one result. Let's celebrate the fact that
t he denographers and the consultants on both
sides of that divide cane together, and they al
agreed on these nmaps.

Madam Presi dent, far fromvoting no,
l"mgoing to vote yes. |'mgoing to urge
everyone to. |I'mgoing to rem nd everyone that
we have a Constitution that we've all sworn to
uphold. This is part of that Constitution. And
|'d rat her have these maps prepared by
non-politicians, Madam President, and have them
supplied to us in a nonpartisan way, which has
been done. The IRC did their job. They provided

maps where there was consensus.
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And | urge all of us here in this
chanber to do our jobs as well. Let's support
t hese maps, Madam President. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Martins to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 466, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Addabbo, Bailey, Breslin,
Brisport, Brouk, Chu, Cleare, Conrie, Cooney,
Fernandez, G anaris, Gonzal ez, Harckham Hi nchey,
Hoyl man- Si gal , Jackson, Kavanagh, Kennedy,
Krueger, Liu, Mnnion, Martinez, May, Myer,
Myrie, Parker, Persaud, Ranbs, Rivera, Ryan,
Sal azar, Sanders, Scarcell a-Spanton, Sepul veda,
Serrano, Skoufis, Stavisky, Stewart- Cousins,
Thomas and Webb.

Ayes, 17. Nays, 40.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bill
i s def eat ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: kay, let's nove
on to Cal endar 465, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
465, Senate Print 8638, by Senator Myrie, an act
to amend the Cvil Practice Law and Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor yield to some questions? In
fact, Madam President, would the sponsor offer an
expl anation of the bill?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yield? And will the sponsor offer an
expl anat i on?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, yes and yes.

So why don't we start with the
New York Constitution itself, in Article 3,
Section 5. It starts: "An apportionnment by the
Legi sl ature, or other body, shall be subject to
review by the Suprenme Court at the suit of any
citizen under such reasonable regulations as the
Legi sl ature may prescribe.™

That is what we're doing here today.
We are prescribing a regulation for these types
of lawsuits, exactly as prescribed by the

New York State Constitution.
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But we are al so conporting with
precedent in the law already. In the John R
Lewis Voting Rights Act we limt where certain
suits can be brought in a simlar fashion. And
that is simlar to the federal Voting Ri ghts Act,
where if you wanted to chal |l enge your designation
as a preclearance jurisdiction, you couldn't go
to any court, you have to go to one court, the
D.C. Grcuit. And that was to devel op expertise
in that court and for there to be unity in how
t hese topics were addressed.

Additionally, last year we passed --
and was signed by the Governor -- a |aw that
would Iimt challenges to constitutionality of
election laws in a simlar fashion in certain
jurisdictions.

So this is an attenpt for us to
fulfill our constitutional duty and to bring sone
clarity to the process when bringing | anwsuits.

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam President. So is it your contention that
Article Ill, Section 5, when it speaks to

"reasonabl e manner," includes limting to only
four courts in the entire State of New York for
chal l enges to political electoral naps?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam President, it is nmy contention that this is
a wholly constitutional exercise of our power.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. So the sponsor -- so you're not
trying to amend the Constitution, you believe
this is consistent with the Constitution.

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, that's right.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Wuld the sponsor agree that
| egal challenges to political district maps
i nvoke constitutional matters?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, that nay or may not be the case,
depending -- | think it's very fact-dependent on
whet her they inplicate constitutional matters.

But as | have nentioned, | believe
that this bill, as our current statutes on the
books limting jurisdictions for certain types of
chal | enges, are constitutional and consi stent
with the principle of having courts devel op
expertise and allowi ng as nmuch access to the
courts as possible, given the tine-sensitive
nature of these particul ar chall enges.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, so let ne put it another way.

Wul d you agree that | egal
chal l enges to political district maps invoke
civil rights?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, they may.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, certainly the sponsor would
agree that legal challenges to political district
maps i nvoke voting rights.

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, they nmay.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor

yi el d?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Could the sponsor tell us what
we all mean when we speak of comrunities of
interest in the context of district nmaps?

(Pause.)

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Thank you for your patience,
Senat or Lanza.

| think it is a mx in part of a,
you know, court determ ning what conmunities of
interest are, but also the data that is collected
on denographi cs and econonics. This is somnething
that is not unfamliar in the political and
el ectoral space, but if it -- | think | see where
you' re going, Senator Lanza -- in having to
determ ne what is a cormunity of interest, that's
certainly within the province of a particular
court.

And what we are prescribing here is

not shutting out people's ability to have that
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community of interest be heard or be litigated,
but rather to bring sone uniformty to the
process so that the decisions can be nmade as
correctly and expeditiously as possible.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
agree that a court in Franklin County m ght have
a better idea about conmunities of interest
within that county than, let's say, New York
County courts?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, that nay be the case. But as |
menti oned at the outset of this, and it's the
reason why | wanted to ground this debate in
that, the Voting Rights Act passed in the late
sixties and early seventies specifically, by
regul ation and by statute, required that certain
types of challenges go specifically to one court,

no matter where in the country that chall enge was
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com ng from

And what undergirds that principle
is that certain courts have the ability to hear
matters even if it's outside of their
geographical -- a typical geographical
jurisdiction.

And in this case, as you nention in
your line of questioning, where the inplications
can be on voting rights and civil rights,
et cetera, | think it is inmportant for
New Yorkers to have the confort and the
predictability to know that should they want to
chal I enge redistricting statew de apporti onnent,
that they have specific places to go, and that
t hose specific places devel op the expertise to
deal with these nmatters in a tinmely fashion

SENATOR LANZA: WI 1l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, could the sponsor renm nd us how
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many counties there are in the State of New York?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam President, 62, if |I'mnot m staken.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam President. [It's ny understanding that if
this beconmes law, a person in the State of
New York who wi shes to challenge district maps
woul d be relegated to bringing that action in
only four of the 62 counties in New York. |Is
t hat true?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, that would be true, depending on
where they live. Al four wouldn't be avail abl e
to them It would depend on which judicial
district they live in.

SENATOR LANZA: WIl the --

SENATOR MYRI E: O departnents,

r at her.
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SENATOR LANZA: | apol ogi ze.

WI1l the sponsor yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam President. [It's ny understanding that the
first draft of this legislation allowed for only
one county, Al bany County. |Is that correct?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam President, that's correct.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E:  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Wiy does this second iteration
expand fromthat one county to now four counties?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, it conports with what's already
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inthe law, in the John R Lewis Voting Rights
Act, as well as legislation that was passed | ast
year.

And so we -- in an effort to be
uniformin our approach to these types of issues,
we decided to expand it.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you, Madam
President, where in the John R Lewi s Act does it
say that such actions can only be brought in
Al bany, Westchester, New York and Erie County?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam President, | don't have the sections in
front of me, but it's specifically relating to
precl earance, as was the federal Voting Rights
Act in funneling challenges to precl earance
jurisdiction designation to one court.

In the John R Lewis Voting Rights

Act here in New York, if you want to chall enge
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your precl earance designation, you have to bring
it in these courts in a simlar fashion. It's
Article 17 of the Election Law.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: And | -- through
you, Madam President, you nay have answered this
guestion just a nonent ago. Wy these four
counti es?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, at the risk of repeating nyself,
it conports with what's already on the books in
several other election |aw cases.

SENATOR LANZA: WI 1l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam President. |If that's the case, why did the
first version only include Al bany?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam President, it is an iterative process
just like every other piece of |egislation that
goes through changes. That was the sane process
here.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, | thought it had nothing to do
with a process but that it was mandated by the
John R Lewis --

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, respectfully, that is not what |
said. | have been saying repeatedly that this
mat ches the framework that we have laid out both
in the John R Lewis Act, in the bill that was

passed and signed | ast year, and relative to the
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federal Voting Rights Act. | did not say that
t hey mat ched exactly, but the intent and the
principle guiding it were simlar to all of those
cases.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Through you, Madam
President. So just to be clear, the John R
Lewi s Act does not specifically select Al bany,
West chester, New York and Erie County. O does
it?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, it does in the preclearance
context, just to be clear. Those sane exact
counties. But only insofar as you are
chal | engi ng your designation as a precl earance
jurisdiction.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam President. So this |egislation would
expand aspects of the John R Lewis Act to a
whol | y new ar ea.

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam President, it would not. Most obviously,
because it is a separate bill. But nore
specifically because the John R Lewi s Voting
Rights Act, the teeth of that, the focus of that
is preclearance and | ocal electoral actions, but
it very obviously does not include statew de
apportionment or redistricting. Wereas this
i nplicates statew de apportionment as the bil
passed | ast year that inplicated statew de
constitutionality of specific election |aws.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam President. [|f you know, Senator Mrie,
could you remind this body how many j udi ci al
departnments there are in the State of New York?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, | hope | don't enbarrass ny | aw
school professors here. Four departnents.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, |I'mthinking about the
13 judicial districts that New York State is
di vided into, and ny question concerns that.

Wiy not -- and I'Il get to the
rationale for doing this. But through you
Madam Presi dent, why not -- if we're going to
limt it to a certain nunber of courts, why not
use what is already before us in New York State,

which is that we have 13 judicial districts? Wy
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not, if we're goingtolimt it, Iimt it to 13
and not four?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam President. So | think for a couple of
reasons.

One, it is alnmost certain that these
will be challenged, they will be appealed. The
| awsuits, that is, they will be appealed. So
they're going to end up in the appellate courts
anyways. So | think it -- for purposes of
efficiency, it makes sense to go directly to that
appel l ate court.

| would also point again to the
federal anal ogue here, that it would have been
incredi bly easy for the federal apparatus to say,
Bring the chall enges wherever you live and
wherever the federal courts are in your
jurisdiction. But they did not.

And they did that for a specific
reason. | think it is the sane principle that we
are trying to abide by here, and that is to make
this as sinple and clean for New Yorkers trying
to vindicate their rights in this space as
possi ble, and to al so devel op sonme expertise on

the appellate | evel on these particul ar issues.
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SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Senat or Myri e,
staying with the judicial districts we have in
the State of New York, it's sonething |I'mvery
famliar with. |'mvery proud that one of the
acconpl i shnents |1've been able to achieve here in
this body is the creation of the 13th Judi ci al
District, which enbodies Staten Island. |It's
really changed things for the better.

Wul d you agree that the rationale
or the justification for having 13 judici al
districts throughout New York State is that it is
i mportant for people who seek justice in our
courts that they appear before justices that they
el ected?

SENATOR MYRI E: l"m-- forgive ne,
Madam Presi dent. Just repeat the question?

SENATOR LANZA: Yes.

So woul d the sponsor -- through you,
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Madam Presi dent -- agree that the justification
for having 13 judicial districts in the State of
New York is that it is inportant for people who
find thenselves in a courtroom who seek justice,
that they are before justices that are from
within their conmunity that were el ected by that
comunity in our denocratic process?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam President. | don't disagree. | think that
is inmportant. | think there's a notable
di fference here, though.

Wen we tal k about redistricting,
and certainly statew de apportionment, what
happens in one corner of the state affects every
other corner. This is a special type of
l[itigation that in other contexts requires, you
know, setting aside the entire court cal endar.

It requires pushing it up to the top of the
court's business.

And why is that? |It's because we
pay special attention when it inplicates
statewi de electoral rights and people's ability
to exercise the franchi se.

And that's what we're attenpting to

do here, again, as we have done in the past, is
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to, when it inplicates statew de apportionnent,
and where one change here affects a change over
there, | think it's appropriate that the
appel l ate courts be the courts of jurisdiction to
deal with these issues.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam President. So as ny col |l eague knows, as an
attorney, there are very few sinple nmatters that
cone before our courts in the State of New York
In fact | would argue there are many which are
far nore conplex and conplicated than the issue
before us. So is it the -- and those are handl ed
on a daily basis quite efficiently and
ef fectively throughout New York State.

Through you, Madam President, is it
t he sponsor's contention that justices in
Onondaga, Del aware, Steuben, Allegany, dinton,

Franklin, Essex -- that justices there, duly
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el ected by the people in those communities, |ack
the ability to have an expertise on matters such
as these when they cone before their court?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam President, that is not at all ny
inmplication. [|I'msure all of themare very fine
jurists and have worked very hard to get there
and are representative of what the people el ected
themto do.

| would return back to the precedent
that is already in our laws. This is not
sonmething that is neant to offend judges that are
not in that particular jurisdiction. But it is,
as | have nentioned, to build sone unity and
consi stency in the process such that no
plaintiff, regardless of party or particular
interest, can gane the systemin order to get a
nore favorabl e outcone.

Here, everyone gets to play by the
same rules. And | think it introduces sone
consi stency into the process should you want to
vindi cate your rights in litigation.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does t he
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam President. [|'mglad ny coll eague nentioned
regardl ess of party. 1Is it just a coincidence
that each of these counties are places where the
j udges are el ected overwhel m ngly as Denocrats?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, just as ny coll eague nenti oned,
all of the judges in all of the jurisdictions you
mentioned, | wouldn't cast any aspersion on any
of the judges elected in any of these counties
who have gone through the sane processes as the
justices that you just nentioned.

SENATOR LANZA: WI 1l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: | "' m not suggesting

you' re casting aspersions.
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But t hrough you, Madam President, |
woul d ask, then, why not a single county which
is -- that is Republican in terns of the election
of justices, why not a single one of those is
included in the list of places where a party who
feel s aggrieved, who believes their
constitutional rights are being violated, can go?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent -- through you, Madam President,
the counties selected here, again, match what has
been selected in the past. So this isn't in
response to any particular action, but these are
al so popul ation centers within those departnents.

And | would note that the departnent
itself, the panels, the appell ate panels that
make up the individuals that you woul d have to go
before, come fromall over and aren't necessarily
fromthat particular county.

SENATOR LANZA: WI 1l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam President. [If it's so inportant to limt
in the State of New York to only four counties
t hese type of constitutional challenges, based on
the notion that we need courts that coul d devel op

expertise to handl e such chal |l enges, why not do

the sane when it cones to -- and |' m not
suggesting we do this; in fact, | would oppose
it -- do the same when it cones to

First Amendnent rights? Those are very
i mportant.

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam President, |I'mjust going to ask my friend
to further clarify what you nean there.

SENATOR LANZA: Yeah. Through you,
Madam President. So if the rationale for doing
this is that these constitutional challenges that
woul d invariably be brought are so inportant that
the 13 judicial districts are not up to the job,
the 62 counties are not up to the job, only
Al bany County, Westchester County, New York
County, and Erie County judges are up to the job,
because we need justices that can have a speci al
expertise. |If that's the case when it conmes to

matters as inportant as the First Amendnent --
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and I won't go through the entire Bill of
Rights -- why not apply the sanme there?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | think my coll eague's quarre
is not with this bill but with our judicial
systemwit |arge.

We have specialty courts in the
system-- in fact, in New York County there is a
whol e commerci al part, as you know,
Senat or Lanza, because that happens to be the
financial capital of the world and it makes sense
to devel op that type of expertise and have t hat
be done in that particular court.

| would never pit any of our rights
agai nst each other -- First, Second, Third,
Fourth, Fifth Anmendnment. But our precedents have
allotted different sensitivities to both,
soneti mes because one right inplicates not just
t he individual, but the collective. And here we
are tal king about our denocracy. W are talking
about a fundanmental right, one that inpacts not
just the individual but inherently inpacts
comunities wit |arge.

And that's why it's inportant to

i ntroduce, | think, sone unity and predictability
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into that systemand why that is treated
differently than perhaps sone other potenti al
i nfringements on individual rights.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | would argue that freedom of
religion, freedomof press, freedom of speech,
freedomto assenble -- and we know the rest --
are as fundanental as any right being discussed
here.

And so | won't bel abor the point,
but it just doesn't nmke sense to ne,
Madam Presi dent, that sonmehow when it cones to
this, we nysteriously need a specialization that
only can exist in four counties that happen to be
overwhel m ngly Denocrat counti es.

And so | would ask this, through
you, Madam Presi dent --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: So -- through you,
Madam President -- | would inmagine that what is
bei ng argued here is that these four counties
need to be the only places where you could bring
this action because they either have or wl|
devel op an expertise in these matters.

Wi ch, by the way -- through you,
Madam Presi dent -- these matters cone up every
10 years or so. Sonetinmes nore than once every
10 years. So when these matters cone before
Al bany County, Westchester County, New York
County, Erie County, they're no different,
they're in no better position, or worse, than any
other county in the State of New York. By the
time they develop this expertise, it will not be
needed for another 10 years.

And so if Al bany County can get up
to speed this year, this nonth, nmaybe this
week -- if they can get up to speed, so can every
ot her county in the State of New York

So agai n, through you,
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Madam Presi dent, can the sponsor tell us why only
four counties in New York are up to the job?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, | think what my colleague is
suggesting is that the intent of this bill is to
cabin all conversation and litigation for sone
nef ari ous purpose.

But what |'ve tried to reiterate is
that this is not an uncomron approach. This is
sonmet hi ng that has al ready been done by this body
and that has been done by our partners on the
federal level as well, and that in other areas of
the law is al so present.

And so | don't want there to be any
confusion about our intent on this bill. One, it
is to, as the Constitution, the State
Constitution outlines, to pronul gate and
prescri be a reasonable regulation for lawsuits.
That is clear in the Constitution. That is what
we're trying to exercise today. And in our
judgnment, in the Legislature's judgnent, we
believe that this particular framewrk, as used
in the past and used in other areas, wll provide
t he best opportunity for these lawsuits to

proceed in a way that nmakes sense for nost
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New Yor kers.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent. You know, just very quickly,
|"ve listened for a nunber of years now about the
many things that were done in this body by this
Legi slature that were so wong that they needed
to be changed. So | don't think that things that
were done in the past are necessarily prol ogue or
a guide to what needs to be done here.

And the point remains that this has
never been done. This is a bill of first
impression, if you will.

And so through you, Madam Presi dent,
| just return to the question, is it the
sponsor's contention that judges in Franklin
County are unable to devel op the sanme expertise
than judges that sit in Al bany County?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
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Madam President. |I'mfrom Kings County. |
happen to think it is one of the better counties
in the state.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR MYRI E: But it is not one
of the counties selected in this bill.

| do not feel affronted, offended.
| don't think that the judges in Kings County are
not capable or smart enough to handle this. This
is what we have arrived at as | believe the best
solution to what is potentially a forum shopping
probl em

So | hear ny coll eague in saying
that there are many ot her capable jurists across
the state to handle this. | don't disagree with
that. But we have nade a policy choice that is
consistent with the | aws already on the books --
not just things that we -- you know, not just
that past is prologue, but that it is the |aw
that's on the books right now and is a principle
t hat has been upheld on the federal |evel as
wel | .

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent. You know, | agree with the
forum shopping. But it strikes ne that this
I egislation is nothing nore than statutory,
mandat ory forum shopping. And in fact the
shopping is done. You've made your purchase.
You' ve sel ected four counties. The rest be
damed. And that is ny objection to this

| egi sl ation.

Through you, Madam President. You
live in Brooklyn, I live in Staten Island, a
couple of mles fromNew York County. It m ght
be fine for you and fine for ne.

But if you live in Franklin County
and your constitutional rights have been viol ated
and you seek redress in our courts, you have to
go nore than 150 mles to find that justice. So
why does the sponsor believe that that is okay?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam President. | believe it's okay for all of

the reasons that | have outlined in support of
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this bill.

But | would note that that works the
other way as well. And we have seen it happen
where other courts that are across the state are
very far fromvoters who are also trying to
vindicate their rights and who al so have had to
travel a hundred or so mles.

We're hoping that once this is
passed and hopefully signed into | aw, that voters
now wi I | know that there are only four places
that you would have to go to should you want to
do this, and it wouldn't be sonething sprung on
you as a voter, as some -- you know, a
nonspecified court in the state. But that you
woul d have predictability in know ng exactly
where you woul d go and hopeful ly have enough tine
to plan to vindicate your rights.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
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Madam President. |If this beconmes |law, they're
going to knowit. It doesn't nmean they're going
tolikeit. And it doesn't nean it's right.

| just keep com ng back to that
person who lives in the mddle of the state,
Cortland County. Constitutional rights are
violated, and they've got to figure out a way to
get 150 mles to a court when there's probably a
pretty good courthouse with pretty good judges
that they elected that come fromtheir conmunity
a couple of m nutes away.

And so through you, Madam Presi dent,
| would ask the sponsor: Don't you believe that
that is a violation of due process rights that we
have in this country?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam President. In that hypothetical | don't
think that there is a violation of due process,
and | don't think that this bill inits entirety
is violative of our due process |aws, because you
still do have the opportunity to vindicate your
rights.

W are just, as we have done in
ot her areas of the |law, and which has been done

in the past, are focusing where that vindication

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

861

can take place. But this is not an infringenment
or an eradication of your ability to vindicate
t hose rights.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam President. And | know the answer to this
guestion. | know how nmy col |l eague w Il answer
it. And so it's nore rhetorical than not. But
woul d it be okay for a person who lives in
New York City whose voting rights are violated --
they're a citizen, they're registered, they live
within the district, they show up to the polling
pl ace, and for whatever reason they're told to go
home, you can't vote. | don't |ike the way you
| ook.

| f that happens, does the sponsor
believe that it would be okay, consistent with
due process rights, that that person would have

to go -- which one haven't | spoke about? Seneca
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County. Wuld it be all right to the sponsor,
woul d it be consistent with due process, would it
be consistent with our Constitution that such a
person would need to find a way to get to
Seneca County in order to find justice?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, it would not be okay. And
that's not the current process.

| f sonmeone has had that exact
hypot heti cal happen, they would not have to go to
a court sonewhere far. But we have processes
already in place for themto have those rights
hopefully vindicated locally. That is a
different -- that is an individual infringenent,
as opposed to what the Constitution references in
Article Ill, Section 5, about apportionnent and
st at ewi de apportionnent and the inpact that that
has not just to the individual voter but to
voters wit |arge.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yield --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza, before you continue, 1'd just like to
rem nd you of the tine, that you' ve passed the

30-m nute mark.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

863

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
if we can let himfinish his |ine of questioning.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Yes.

No, | was just rem nding him

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: You're
wel cone.

SENATOR LANZA: Just a coupl e nore.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,

Madam President. So as | suspected, because |
know ny col | eague, he agrees that that woul d not
be all right.

But it is not different. 1t's not
different. 1In fact, it's the sane thing. W're
tal king about virtually the sane rights, the
right to vote. W all agree that unl awf ul
gerrymandering violates a person's rights when it
conmes to the el ectoral process.

And so | will just make the point --
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t hrough you, Madam President -- if that is not
all right, then clearly this isn't either.

And t hrough you, Madam President --
and I know |I've been beating around this one for
a while. Is it the sponsor's contention that
judges in the other counties could not do the
job? And if -- if not, then why shouldn't they
be allowed to do the job they were el ected to do?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, that is not nmy contention.

And it is my hope that every jurist
that puts on the robes and serves the public in
that way will have the opportunity to continue to
do so after this bill is signed into | aw.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

We can't get around the clear

rationale. | nean, it's in the sponsor's
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justification meno. Cearly what is being

al l eged here on the floor of the New York State
Senate is that judges in the other counties can't
do the job, that this requires a special
expertise that can only happen in four counties
in New York that happen to be Denocratically

el ected counties, that only they can devel op an
expertise that will only be needed today and not
again for 10 years.

And if that's the case -- and |'ve
tried to go through hypotheticals and exanples to
denonstrate why that is so wong, why that is so
unconstitutional, why that is so violative of due
process rights that we take, | think, too nuch
for granted in this state. You know, | just --

t hrough you, Madam President, would it be al
right -- so we tal k about expertise.

| look at certain counties and it
seens to me -- like New York County, it seens to

me that they haven't quite devel oped an expertise

when it comes to keeping the streets safe. It's
nmy perspective, when | | ook out the wi ndow from
Staten Island -- | don't see Russia, but | see

New York County. And it seens to nme that there

is a lacking of expertise. Maybe I'm wrong.
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Maybe it's sonething else -- yeah, he is far too
young for that (Iaughing).

So why not -- if that's what we
need, why not say anyone arrested for conmtting
a crinme, accused of commtting a crine, why not

say let's have themall prosecuted in

Staten Island? | think we do a fine job on
Staten Island. | think we have a great expertise
there. | think we're very efficient. Wy not do
it that way?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | appreciate ny coll eague's
hypot heticals, hypotheticals that are not rel ated
to voting rights or apportionnent.

| would argue that this is different
in kind, particularly because we have seen this
before in our laws in what the Departnent of
Justice has done on the federal Voting Rights
Act, on requiring that the D.C. Crcuit be the
pl ace where those chall enges take pl ace.

| think it's inline with all of the
t hings that we have nentioned, both our statutes,
our precedent, and what we have seen on the
federal |evel

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
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Madam Pr esi dent, thank you

On the bill, quickly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza on the bill.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam President. First, | want to thank ny
esteened col | eague for the discussion. W
obvi ously cone froma different perspective here
and have opposing viewpoints with respect to this
| egislation. But | always enjoy speaking to and
di scussing these matters, especially when it
comes to constitutional matters, with ny good
friend Senator Mri e.

Madam Presi dent, | oppose this
| egi sl ati on because, contrary to what ny good
friend just said, this is not different than al
the other constitutional rights that we are
afforded here in Anerica, in New York. [It's not
different.

| agree with himwhen he said these
maps and the issues surroundi ng them strike at
t he heart of our republic and our denocracy and
what is just and what is not. And so too all the
ot her protections in our Constitution. No |ess,

no nore. First Amendnment and beyond.
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And it just seens suspicious to
those of us in the political world that when it
comes to this issue, this constitutional right
that has repercussions with respect not only to
constitutional rights and the people in New York
their rights, their voting rights, but also
i nvolves the rights of the electeds and who's in
power and who is not -- that all of a sudden,
when it overflows into that arena, when it cones
down to who's going to win an el ection and who's
going to | ose an el ection, now we need speci al
courts. W don't |ike what happened the | ast
ti me around, even though this is one of the
courts -- a different conposition. | won't get
into that.

But it's not different,

Madam Presi dent. Constitutional rights are
constitutional rights are constitutional rights.
And we have 13 judicial districts in New York for
a reason. It is another fundanmental right that
we believe in Anerica that when we bring a

gri evance before a court, that it's going to be a
court famliar with us, with our community, that
it"'s going to be a court that was put in place by

that very sanme conmunity.
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And this just throws that out the
wi ndow. | believe this is unconstitutional, and
it will be found so. | really believe that. And
| really wish nmy coll eagues would rethink the
idea that only justices in these four counties
sonmehow know the | aw better than any ot her
justices in every other county. |It's absurd. It
really is.

Madam President, 1'Il be voting no
when the tinme cones.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senator Borrello.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO You know, |
t hi nk Senator Lanza sumed it up nicely about the
constitutional issue here. The First Amendnent
really is what's at issue here, the First
Amendnment of the United States Constitution,
whi ch supersedes the State Constitution

The First Amendnent says, anong

ot her things, that you have the right to petition
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your governnent. There's no limtation on that.
There's no conveni ent place to go. Expertise, no
expertise, you have the right to petition your
gover nnent .

It's in dictatorshi ps where you're
limted as to where you can go. That is not this
ar ea.

You know, what's funny about this is
t hat what we do here nost often in this chanber
is provide nore opportunities for people to
petition their government. How many bills have
we voted on that include a private right of
action? A lot of them W're nmaking it easier
for people to petition the court, easier to bring
| awsui t s.

But not today. Today we're going to
go from 62 counties to four, all of which just
happen to be blue counties. That's egregious.
It's bold. [It's al so shameful

Wiy are we doing this now? Because
maybe you got spanked a little bit in 2022 and
you don't like that. So we're going to change
the rules of the gane. | get it; you have that
right to do so. But not in violation of the

United States Constitution. Not in violation of
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the First Amendnent. Not so egregious that the
peopl e of New York State will be Iimted as to
where they can receive justice.

| hear a | ot about justice fromny
friends on the other side of the aisle. W want
to make sure that people get justice, every
person gets justice. But not today. Today, only
four places you can get justice in New York
St at e.

That's wong, and |I'mvoting no.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or St ec.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Wuld the sponsor please rise?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Through you

For the sponsor, did | hear you

correctly that previously in debate you said that
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you were from Ki ngs County and as the sponsor of
this bill you are not offended that Kings County
was not one of the venues, the four venues that
we' ve been tal ki ng about ?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | believe that's what | said.

SENATOR STEC: | just wanted to
make sure | heard Kings.

Thank you, Madam President. |If the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Al right. So ny
Senate district is in the North Country, as you
know. Cdinton, Franklin, St. Law ence, Essex,
Warren, Washi ngton County. | can guarantee you
t he peopl e of those six counties will be
of fended, especially when you have to drive four
and a half hours, for sonme of them to get to
Al bany. An electric vehicle in the winter, that
could be a daunting task, but that's a little

tangenti al .
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My question is, what happens if one
of ny constituents goes and files a case,
attenpts to file a case in their hone
Suprene Court concerning maps? Does the court
just throw it out? Wat is the process when they
wal k into Franklin County or Cinton County and
say, | want to challenge these maps that affect
nmy |ines?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, what | believe woul d happen
there is that the defendant in that case,
whorever that m ght be, would nove to dismiss it
because it's in the inproper venue.

SENATOR STEC: | f the sponsor would
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you. Through
you, Madam Presi dent.

So several times in previous debate
you cited and you used the word "precedents,” and

you poi nted out precedents of the district, the
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D.C. Grcuit Court, you pointed out the
precedents of the John R Lewis Voting R ghts Act
of | ast year.

Now, the D.C. Circuit Court, the
interesting thing about that is it is not part of
any state. The District of Colunbia is
i ndependent of the 50 states. It has a speci al
status as a neutral ground. It was done so
intentionally. And that is why it has
jurisdiction over sone of these voting rights
chal | enges.

So ny question is, does New York
State have a simlar kind of no man's land that's
been carved out that would be akin to a D.C.
Crcuit Court?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, we do not have the D.C. Grcuit
in New York State.

SENATOR STEC: Thr ough you,

Madam President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you.

So woul d you agree that the D. C
Circuit Court is a special creature because it
doesn't fall under -- or doesn't have a dog in
the fight that any of the 50 states that it
serves in these kinds of questions -- does
that -- does that nmake sense to you?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, | would respectfully disagree.

SENATCR STEC: Madam Pr esi dent,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: You nentioned again
as precedent the John R Lewis Voting Rights Act
that we voted on in this chanber |ast year, in
2023. Correct?

SENATOR MYRI E: ' 22.

SENATCR STEC: W voted on that --

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, 2022.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

876

SENATOR STEC: Al right. And,
Madam Presi dent, will the sponsor yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Were you the sponsor
of that |egislation?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, | was.

SENATOR STEC: Al'l right,
Madam President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Now, this
Voting Rights Act that we took up in 2022, the
redistricting and those court cases were -- |
nmean, the maps and the special naster and the
appel | ate process, the Steuben County case, that

had al ready occurred before we voted on the
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John R Lewis Voting Rights Act, correct?

SENATOR MYRI E: (No response.)

SENATOR STEC: | nmean, the maps
were thrown out in April.

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | think -- | was just trying to
recall the timeline there.

But | would note again that the
John R Lewis Voting Rights Act did not and does
not deal with statewide redistricting or
apportionnment, whereas this bill does.

SENATCR STEC: But el ection | aw.
Madam Presi dent, through you. But election -- it
deals with election | aw

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, yes, it does.

SENATOR STEC: Thr ough you,
Madam President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: If | could be nore
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cl ear, because this is an inportant point |I'm
trying to nake.

The John R Lewi s Voting Rights Act
dealt with what jurisdictions -- simlar to this
i ssue, dealt with what jurisdictions, what
counties, Suprenme Courts, could hear election |aw
cases; correct?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, not exactly.

This is what | was trying to clarify
with Senator Lanza earlier. Only in the
precl earance context.

SENATCR STEC: Madam Pr esi dent,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR STEC: Back to the
timeline, though. W did vote on the Voting
Ri ghts Act after the maps were thrown out.

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, yes.

SENATOR STEC: Ckay, thank you.
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Madam Presi dent, if the sponsor
woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Wul d you agree that
it's either very coincidental or would it be
suspicious to think that in 2022, in dealing with
ot her el ection |aw cases and establishing four
jurisdictions, blue-jurisdiction County Suprene
Courts, dealing with election |aw cases, that was
voted on, debated and voted on in this chanber
after -- in parallel and after the redistricting
maps were thrown out that -- but admtted it
failed to address the jurisdictions that we're
tal ki ng about here today with the naps -- that
that was legislation that was put in place to
create a precedent so that these maps that we
could be tal king about in today's |egislation,
and you could point to that as we set precedent.
Well, we set precedent -- we could have done this
t hen.

Do you follow what |'m sayi ng?
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SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam President, | think I'"'mfollowing. And I
think what you're inplying is that we passed the
John R Lewis Voting Rights Act as a political
scheme to set up precedent in response to what
has happened.

And while | appreciate this
exchange, the John R Lewis Voting Rights Act was
i ntroduced in 2020. And we have been working on
that bill for years. It just happened to pass
after the maps were struck down.

SENATCR STEC: Madam Presi dent, if
t he sponsor would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. Through you

So -- but again, it was anmended --
it could have been anended again. It could have
been anmended to anticipate -- ah, we've got a map

i ssue here, you know, that's also election |aw

stuff, why don't we include it. And why wasn't
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it -- why weren't the maps included in the John
R Lewis Voting Rights Act?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, just to clarify, you're asking
why the John R Lewis --

SENATOR STEC: You sponsored bot h.
Wiy the two separate ones?

SENATOR MYRI E: Because one was not
dealing with maps at all. And this is dealing
specifically with maps.

The John R Lewi s Voting Rights Act
vi ndi cates a nunber of voting rights, not just in
the redistricting context, although in sone cases
it mght on the local level, as it pertains to
at-large districts versus not-at-large districts.

But that had nothing to do with
statewi de apportionnent. And it was never,
never -- to be absolutely clear -- ny intent or
any of my coll eagues who voted to support that
bill, to support it for political reasons. This
was to protect the voting rights of New Yorkers
who thus far had not had them properly protected.

And in the absence of federal
protection, in the absence of a stronger Section

Vin the federal Voting Rights Act, we found it
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appropriate to come up with a New York version of
that. That if you are famliar with voting
rights acts -- not just in this state, not just
the federal one, but across the country -- they
do not focus on nmaps or redistricting.

Whereas this is specifically
addressing a constitutional right that a private
citizen has, and the Legislature's right to
prescri be regul ati ons around how t hey vindi cate
that right.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,

Madam President. |f the sponsor will continue to
yi el d, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Earlier today -- in
fact, the bill imediately before this two-bil
suppl emental cal endar, part of the justification
for throwing out the nmaps that we were just
provided in a nine-to-one vote by the Independent
Redi stricting Comm ssion was that there was

concern about these maps and the people that drew
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and approved these maps not being famliar with
the specific ins and outs, denographics and -- of
communities, and that they thought the -- I'm
par aphr asi ng anot her nmenber, but that the -- that
t he I ndependent Redistricting Conm ssion didn't
factor in very local factors in the maps.

In this -- in this bill, though,
however -- again, let's say that you' ve got
sonmebody in the North Country that doesn't |ike
the way that the North Country's divvied up.
Senat or Walczyk and | split St. Lawence County,
and the independent master that drew the
Senate line drew it right between the towns of
Cifton and Fine.

Anyone that lives within 50 mles of
the towns of difton and Fine knows that they're
viewed as one comunity, Cifton and Fine. |
nmean, the buzz is that, you know, they should be
one town. That was a -- you know, an anomaly
that I wouldn't expect sonebody from Pennsyl vani a
to know.

How are we getting better
treatment -- | nean, and let's say that that was
an issue in St. Lawence County and sonebody t hat

lived in Cdifton and Fine wanted to bring an
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action on these maps? And now, instead of going
to St. Lawence county Suprene Court, that
person's got to drive four and a half hours,
perhaps through the snowin the winter, with an
el ectric vehicle -- maybe he nakes it, maybe he
doesn't -- to get to Al bany.

How is that any different than the
justification in the previous bill about
rejecting the maps?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam President, I'mnot sure |I'mfollow ng
entirely on the connection to the previous bill.

But | think on the substance of what
you' re comruni cati ng and whet her or not a
particular voter is going to have the chance to
be vindicated in front of someone who, as ny
col | eague referenced, knows them knows the
comunity -- inmagine a scenario in which they did
go to the St. Lawrence Suprene Court and then
t hey appeal ed. Were would they have to go?
They' ve have to conme to Al bany.

These are, as you know and as all of
us in this chanber know, these issues are al npst
certain to be appealed and will al nbst certainly

end up in appellate court. So why not, on the
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first instance, allowfor it to be in the

appel late court for themto devel op that
expertise for everyone to be aware of that going
into the litigation, such that if there are
hardshi ps with traveling, which | enphasize with
or any other obstacles to them being able to get
to the courthouse, that you can plan for that
because you know where the suits will be brought.

SENATCR STEC: Madam Presi dent, if
t he sponsor will yield for just a couple nore
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Ckay. You know, |
mean, certainly I can understand that one of ny
constituents is going to say, Hey, | want to go
into the court over which |I have a vote of who

sits in that Suprene Court, not sonebody else's

vot e.

Is it a coincidence -- | think it's
a coincidence -- or | think it's interesting that
a two-bill supplenmental cal endar today -- that

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

886

this and the maps are the two bills on the
suppl emental cal endar. You know, obviously the
other one was to reject a nine-to-one set of
maps. | nean, this seens |ike an exanpl e of
anticipatory defensive legislation. Is it?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam President, this bill is an attenpt to

i ntroduce predictability into the system to have

courts devel op an expertise and to allow for

i ndividuals to have their rights vindicated in

the way that is simlar to the New York Voting

Rights Act and to the federal Voting Rights Act.
SENATOR STEC: Thank you,

Madam President. On the bill

Thank you, Senator Mrie.
Appreciate it.

Look, we all know what happened two
years ago; a judge in Steuben County threw out
the maps. And his decision, his decision was so
well-witten -- allow ne to be a little cynical
about whet her or not our judiciary has any
political leanings. But a judge in Steuben
County, not one of the four counties that would
be afforded the ability to hear these kinds of

cases in the future, wote a decision that was so
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bul | et proof that the Court of Appeals had to
agree with him-- that the Appellate Division had
to agree with himfirst, and that the Court of
Appeal s, seven justices all appointed by
Denocratic Governors, they couldn't -- they
couldn't throw it out.

And so, nunber one, there's an
exanpl e of not one of our experts in one of the,
you know, cosnopolitan jurisdictions was able to
wite a case that, you know, the Court of Appeals
couldn't overturn -- until some gymnmastics a
coupl e of years later.

You know, this just -- it -- as a
nonattorney listening to this and watching this,
this just snmells to me that the Majority is
expecting a court chall enge because it just threw
out a nine-to-one recommended map from an
| ndependent Redi stricting Conm ssion. Their work
product largely mrrors what an outsider drew
| ast year. You all appointed people to that, we
appoi nted people to that, and it was nine to one.
The Working Fam lies and the Conservative Party
and Denocrat and Republican appoi nted nenbers,
nine out of 10 of them agreed on that.

And the Majority didn't like it, for
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what ever reason. That's your prerogative. |
think I know the reasons, but I'll spare the
chanber, you know, talking too much politics.

But so now we've picked four
Denocratic jurisdictions -- dark, dark, dark
blue. You're not going to get that Steuben
i ndependent "1'll look at this, wite it" -- and
again, was he political? | don't know. He had
seven Denocratic judges, a ngjority of them and
the Court of Appeals agreed with him

This snells |ike venue shopping. W
are going to preenptively decide who gets the
first bite at the apple. Because again, not an
attorney, but everyone knows that first case,
that first decision, that's the one that's really
hard. You' ve got to have a reason to depart from
t hat .

And so, again, |I firmy believe,
like | did with what we did two years ago with
the Voting Rights Act and sel ecting four venues
then, that this is highly unconstitutional.

"1l be voting in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Ckay,

t hank you.

Senator Tedi sco on the bill.
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SENATOR TEDI SCO On the bill,
Madam Pr esi dent .

We have a tremendous anount of
di scussi on and debate on this floor, and
rightfully so, because it concerns all of us,
both affiliations, Denocrat, Republican, as it
relates to diversity and equity.

And what we're doing today with this
bill -- and | presune it's going to pass, because
not hi ng comes onto this floor that doesn't pass
with the majority we have, supermgjority. It
strikes of hypocrisy to a great extent. Not only
for political affiliation, but geographic
hypocrisy. Here we are, we tal k about diversity
and equity. But when it cones to disagreenents,

i nportant disagreenents on election law -- fair
elections, fair election districts -- we don't
want to have diversity or equity. W want to
have four counties, of the 62, who are controlled
by Denocratic judges, Denocratic courts,
Denocratic judiciaries. And we want to forget
about all the other affiliations in all the other
counti es.

In that instance, we don't need

diversity and we don't need equity, it seens
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here. And that kind of strikes me of hypocrisy.
If you really want diversity and equity, you'd
have it in every area, in every concern, in every
policy across the state. But not so much in
this. It seenms that a supermgjority isn't good
enough for you. You want to do the redistricting
over again, the one that was entirely
unconstitutional. And the sponsor says the
purpose of this is to stop judge -- shopping for
j udges and judiciaries.

This is the ultimate, if this bill
passes, judiciary and judge and court shoppi ng.
This is one-stop shopping. You'll be all done
for the rest of our lives, and so will the
19.5 million people in New York who want to
support diversity and equity. Because there wll
be no diversity and no equity as it relates to
concerns about election | aw.

You're going to four counties of one
affiliation of the regions you pick of the state.
You know, in a grocery store they have packers.
Al'l the packers are going to be packing a bias in
deci sions on behal f of your side of the aisle.
That's pretty clear.

So when we scream out here -- and we
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know how i nmportant it is, all that diversity, al
that equity in a whole variety of different
ways -- not so nuch with something as inportant
as giving the people of New York State, the
19.5 mllion people, fair elections, fair
deci si ons about election law and fair election
districts.

| nmean, there's a variety of things
you can do to win elections. To cheat with our
judiciary is not one of the better things,
think. It doesn't do justice for you as public
servants of the oath of office you took, of
aski ng your constituents and telling them W're
not only elected officials, we're not only
Senat ors and Assenbl ypeople, we're
representatives. W heard what you said with
t hat anendnent. You want an outside, bipartisan
commi ssion of five Denocrats, five Republicans.

Ah, didn't work so well for you. So
now you change the courts. The conm ssion cane
back, bipartisan -- 97 percent of the appointed
i ndi vi dual s who cane and nade the congressi onal
districts last time came out of this conm ssion,
whi ch your constituents voted for across the

state, and m ne did.
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So when you stand up and tal k about
diversity and equity, | think your constituents
are wat ching you now and sayi ng, eh, not so much.
Because the hypocrisy is going to be seen after
this bill passes and we all |eave this Capitol
t oni ght .

Thank you, Madam Speaker -- Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ryan to explain his vote.

SENATOR RYAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Just a few qui ck points about
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Erie County. W' ve heard a | ot about Erie County
in this debate. | heard Erie County referred to
as cosmopolitan. W think highly of ourselves in
Erie County, but we do not self-describe as
cosnopol it an.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR RYAN: |'ve al so heard
Erie County referred to as a blue county. | w sh
it was a blue county. It is a purple county. W

have Republican | egislators, we have Denocratic
| egi sl ators, and we go back and forth -- county
executive, conptroller, sheriff and DA -- between
Republ i cans and Denocrats. So far froma bl ue
county.

But we shoul d al so note that
Erie County sits in the Eighth Judicial District,
whi ch conprom ses eight counties the size of
Rhode Island. So when people will see a judge in
Erie County, you're seeing a judge who is elected
by voters of eight counties. And the judge could
come fromany of those eight counties. Counties,
| mght remnd you, that are far |ess
cosnopolitan than Erie County m ght be accused of
bei ng.

And we should al so note in the
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Ei ghth Judicial District -- once again, the size
of Rhode Island -- there is a Conmercial Part.
And if you have a comrercial litigation in any of

the areas the size of Rhode Island, you have to
go to Erie County to have that case heard. So
it's a quite common practice to have litigants
fromdifferent areas of judicial districts have
to go to one area to have a case heard.

That's all | have. Just a small
clarification of the purple Erie County.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ryan to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Skoufis to explain his vote.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

And | certainly rise in support of
the bill, and 1'Il be voting for it.

But | do want to respond to an
i dentical argunent we heard on a conparable bill
| ast year, which is this hypothetical that, you
know, | think in this case folks in Cortland
County or Herkimer County will have to drive
150 mles, it abridges their constitutional
rights taking away the court of jurisdiction in

their area.
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And again, if we're being honest
here, or being transparent, we all knowin this
chanber how these lawsuits work. And in the past
two years we've had two redistricting | awsuits.
W' ve had one fromthe Denocratic side and nore
recently we've had the Harkenrider |awsuit
originally. And | assure you M. Harkenrider
didn't open up the New York Post one norning, saw
what was going on and said, | need to file a
awsuit, and ran down the street to the nearest
| awyer and then ran down the street again to the
nearest state Supreme Court to file that |awsuit.

And simlarly, M. Hoffmann didn't
open up the New York Tines and do the sane thing
in Al bany County.

What happens is party officials,

t hey reverse-engi neer these things and they | ook
for a plaintiff. | guarantee you neither

M . Harkenrider nor M. Hoffmann spent a single
day in court either filing the lawsuit or sitting
t hrough any of the hearings.

And so this suggestion that we're
abri dgi ng anyone's rights because they are not
able to hop down the street and file a

redistricting lawsuit in New York State if this
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bill becones lawis, quite frankly, |aughable.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Skoufis to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Rhoads to explain his vote.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you so much
Madam Pr esi dent .

While | appreciate the |l ecture,
equal justice neans equal access to justice. And
that's exactly what's being denied. Because when
we' re tal king about sonebody having to travel
four and a half hours to get to the sane
court house that soneone lives 10 m nutes away
from that is not equal access to justice.

The reason why we have Suprene
Courts in every county is so that people do not
have to travel too far to get equal access to
justice. And that's exactly what's being deni ed
her e.

And the rationale that sonmehow we
are trying to introduce predictability into the
systemis not a justification for denying equal
access to justice. Wwo are we trying to seek
predictability for? 1It's not for the public.

It's for the politicians.
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And if you |l ook at the venues that
you' ve chosen, the predictability that you're
| ooking for is predictability for the
Denocratic Party. So that you're sure, when
there's a case in one of your four preselected
venues, you know t he out cone.

That's wong. |It's wong and you
knowit. [It's unconstitutional and you know it.

So | proudly vote in the negative,
Madam Presi dent, and | would urge ny coll eagues
to do so.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Rhoads to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Bailey to explain his vote.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Thank you, Senator Myrie, for
introducing this bill and for your masterful
debate on this process.

When you practice in certain courts,
there are certain parts that you go to. There is
a medi cal mal practice part. W shouldn't
elimnate that. There is a Court of Small d ains
for certain dollar anobunts under a certain

anount. You shouldn't -- we should not elimnate
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t hat .

Civil Court has a certain dollar
amount. We shouldn't elimnate that. There is a
specialization in areas of |aw that we need, that
we require that we have, and this is along those
sane lines. | see no concerns, | see no
constitutional concerns. There is no deprivation
of rights, noreover, than saying, Hey, | need --
every court should be at 851 Grand Concourse.

No, we should -- we can go down the block to
crimnal court.

We can't have every court in one
court building even within the same jurisdiction
wi thin the sane county.

| think this provides an appropriate
remedy to noderni ze what we are attenpting to do
in maki ng things, quite frankly, as Senator Myrie
put it in the debate, being nore responsive and
bei ng nore specialized in a very specialized area
of |aw.

We all know that if you have a will
and trust that you need to do, you' re not going
to call 1-800-whatever-it-is plaintiff attorney,
right? You're going to go to a wills and trusts

att or ney.
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W need to do the sanme thing. And |
proudly vote aye on this, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Bailey to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Stec to explain his vote.

SENATOR STEC: Extrenmely briefly.

| just want to apol ogize to ny
col | eague for calling your county cosnopolitan

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator Stec.

Senator Stec to be recorded in the
negati ve.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 465, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Ashby, Borrello, Gllivan,
Giffo, Helmng, Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Muirray,
Ober acker, Ortt, Rhoads, Rolison,
Scarcel | a- Spanton, Stec, Tedisco, Wber and Wi k.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the

readi ng of the controversial cal endar.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

Madam President. |s there any further business
at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATCR G ANARI S: | want to rem nd
the nenbers of the Majority Conference to not
drift too far away tonight in case we need you
back.

But with that, | nove to adjourn
until Tuesday, February 27th, at 3:00 p. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, February 27th, at 3:00 p. m

(Wher eupon, at 5:42 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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