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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Rabbi
Mei r Pape, of Congregation Tifereth |Israel,
Jackson Heights, Queens, will deliver today's
i nvocati on.

Rabbi ?

RABBI MEI R PAPE: Senators have a
very difficult task in a world where uphol di ng
justice and norality is difficult because there
is so nuch confusion. |It's never been like this,
where the questions are asked, Wat is justice?
What is norality?

They have to establish [aws to
di stingui sh good behavi or from bad behavi or, when
the |Iine between good behavi or and bad behavi or
has becone so blurred and uncl ear.

And it's a big responsibility.
Their decisions can have -- can cause great

benefits to humanity, to society, and can have
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negative ram fications. And always on this

t hreshol d bet ween causi ng good and causi ng harm
How can they deal with this responsibility? How
can one be confident in making the right
deci si ons?

But God gave you the task. God
gives you the strength to fulfill the task. Not
only the strength and the courage, but also the
gui dance, the clarity, the noral conpass to
di scern between right and wong, between good and
bad.

Fortunately, God gave to Mdses at
M. Sinai seven | aws known as the Noahi de Laws,
universally applicable to all of humanity, which
provi de a solid foundation and a cl ear franmework
for any | egislative system

In fact, this very session held
right here in the Senate is actually the
fulfillment of one of these seven laws: That is
t he commandnment to establish a |egislative body,
to formcourts of justice and | aw enforcenent
which will uphold justice and peace, pronote
goodness and ki ndness.

And this is the sacred duty that

| awmakers have, to be good caretakers of CGod's
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world, to make it a good place, a civilized and
har noni ous pl ace, a place where people can create
and contri bute.

We pray that God give you the
strength and the ability to carry out this task
in the best way possible. And we pray that we
shall soon see the day when there will be no nore

hunger and no nore war, no nore jeal ousy and no

nore selfish conpetition. For there will be good
and abundance. There will be enough for
everyone.

And instead, humanity will occupy

their energy, devote their energy to pursuing a
hi gher goal. Individuals will seek a connection
with their Creator and pursue acts of goodness
and ki ndness anong one anot her.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Sunday,
February 11, 2024, the Senate nmet pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday,
February 10, 2024, was read and approved. On
notion, the Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout

obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.
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Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Pal unbo
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8559 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8052, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 190.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: So
or der ed.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.

Let's return to notions and
resolutions later. And let's begin by taking up
t he readi ng of the cal endar, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 19,
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Senate Print 8010, by Senator Brisport, an act to
anend the Fam |y Court Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 19, voting in the negative:

Senat or Cber acker.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 59,
Senate Print 8076, by Senator Parker, an act to
anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
184, Senate Print 8045, by Senator Wl czyk, an
act to anend the H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the same date and in the

same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2023.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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190, Assenbly Print Nunber 8559, by
Assenbl ynenber Thiele, an act to amend the
Envi ronnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
192, Senate Print 8058, by Senator Hoyl man- Si gal ,
an act to amend the Family Court Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 10. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 192, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Felder, Gallivan, Hel m ng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 36. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
207, Senate Print 5830, by Senator Salazar, an
act to anend the Correction Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar 207, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, @Gllivan,
Hel mi ng, Murray, Qoberacker, O Mara, Ott, Wber
and Wi k.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 9.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
276, Senate Print 1081, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
284, Senate Print 3546, by Senator Kennedy, an

act to anend the New York State Urban Devel opnent
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Cor poration Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of April.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Kennedy to explain his vote.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise to support this bill, the
FRESH Act, as it's called, which stands for the
Food Retail Establishnment Subsidization for
Heal t hy Communities Act. | want to thank ny
col | eagues for passing this in this house year
after year.

This bill deals with the eradication
of food deserts in our conmunities across
New York. They're really exacerbated in urban
comunities, we've found, but they're in every
comunity -- urban, rural, suburban. There's
mllions, tens of mllions of people that live in

food deserts across our country, hundreds of
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t housands across our state.

And while this bill isn't a fix-all,
it certainly noves us closer to closing the gap
in ensuring that individuals across all of our
comunities have access to fresh, healthy food
options for thenmselves and their famli es.

Otentimes these food deserts are in
underserved, | owincome communities. They're at
risk for diabetes and obesity in those
comunities. Those communities are oftentines
reliant upon corner stores that don't have fresh
food. And so the options for individuals living
i n those nei ghborhoods, in those food deserts,
are abysmal, to say the |east.

Furthernore, we know that this is as
much of a civil rights issue as it is an issue
dealing with one's own personal health. On
May 14th of 2022, a donestic racist terrorist
went to Tops Friendly Markets on Jefferson Avenue
in Buffalo in the heart of ny city, ny district,
because it was the only full-service supernarket
in the community. That is where he nassacred
10 individual s because of the color of their
skin. But he knew they would be there because it

was the only option.
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That shoul d not have ever been, and
it should not be anywhere noving forward. Al
New Yor kers deserve access to fresh foods
regardl ess of their zip code or soci oecononic
st at us.

Through the passage and the
i npl enentation of this act we will incentivize
opportunities for supermarkets to put down roots
in urban and rural areas that currently |ack
sufficient access to healthy food.

M. President, | vote aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Kennedy to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Webb to explain her vote.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,

M. President. | rise to explain ny vote.

| also would like to thank
Senat or Kennedy for introducing this |egislation.

In my district | have significant
chal | enges around food deserts. Many of ny
constituents do not have access to healthy and
nutritious fresh produce. This nmeans that many
of the residents in nmy district -- not

exclusively, but this is a statew de chall enge --
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however, in ny district, which includes Broone,
Cortland and Tonpki ns counties, have limted to
no access to grocery stores, whether it's through
public transportation or even in wal ki ng
di st ance.

These famlies nust rely heavily
upon corner and conveni ence stores, as
Senat or Kennedy al |l uded to, which often charge
hi gher prices and do not offer fresh produce,
neat and dairy that famlies need to provide
heal t hy and nourishing neals at the dinner table.

By providing financial assistance
through this legislation, which is helping to
advance, to urban and rural supermarkets in
under served conmunities such as mne, this
| egislation will cut down on the nunber of food
deserts across New York, ensuring that we have
equi tabl e access to fresh produce, neat and dairy
products.

Not only is this |egislation good
for famlies, it will also help on the econom c
devel opnent side as it pertains to our |ocal and
regional farmers and producers. This also wll
help with inproving public health outconmes, as we

know t hat food access and | ack thereof is an
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i ndi cator of social determ nants of health as it
pertains to chronic health issues.

Al so, this legislation is good for
t he pl anet because we can | ower our greenhouse
gas eni ssions by making sure that the food we
grow and produce here in New York is sold and
enj oyed | ocal ly.

| thank again Senator Kennedy for
introducing this legislation. | proudly vote aye
and encourage ny col |l eagues to do the sane.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Webb to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 284, voting in the negative:
Senat or Skoufi s.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
322, Senate Print 532, by Senator Thomas, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 322, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, Felder, Gallivan,
Giffo, Lanza, Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Stec and
Tedi sco.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 10.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
327, Senate Print 2449, by Senator Krueger, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 327, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,

Pal unbo, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wber and Wi k.
Al so Senator Martins.

Ayes, 38. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

Returning to notions and
resol utions, on page 30 | offer the follow ng
amendnents to Cal endar 342, Senate Print 4198A,
by Senator Conrie, and ask that said bill retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | believe
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there's a privileged resolution at the desk. Can
we pl ease take that up, read its title, and
recogni ze Senator Scarcel |l a- Spanton.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a privileged resolution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1689, by
Senat or Scar cel | a- Spant on, conmenorating the
16t h Anniversary of Kosovo's | ndependence.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Scarcel | a- Spanton on the resol ution.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, M. President, and to ny esteened
col | eagues.

| want to nake a very warm wel cone
to all our distinguished constituents and
everyone el se who joins us today to cel ebrate
Kosovo' s I ndependence Day in New York State.

Today marks a significant m | estone
i n recogni zing Kosovo's history in New York and
t heir hard-won i ndependence after years of
perseverance. Despite facing numerous chall enges
al ong the way, the people of Kosovo have shown
remar kabl e resilience and determ nation, |eading

to this occasion.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

686

The decl arati on of Kosovo's
i ndependence in 2008 was a defining nonent
representing not only the culmnation of years of
struggle, but also a testanment to the spirit of
its people. As we reflect on Kosovo's journey,
we are rem nded of the sacrifices made and the
chal I enges overconme in the pursuit of freedom and
sel f-determ nation

I n conclusion, I am honored to
sponsor this resolution honoring Kosovo's
| ndependence Day.

And | want to just, fromthe bottom
of ny heart, thank you for those who canme from
near and far for this event. |It's incredibly
special to have you all here. | hope you enjoyed
the celebration earlier. And thank you so nuch

| comend the resilience and
determ nati on of the Kosovar people. Thank you
for joining us today.

(Appl ause fromthe gallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Fernandez on the resol ution.

SENATCR FERNANDEZ: Fal em nderi t
shung {thank you very nuch}, M. President.

| stand to al so speak on this
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resolution of 16 amazing years of resilience,
pride, freedom of the Kosovan and Al bani an
conmuni ti es.

| want to thank Senator
Scarcel | a- Spanton for the beautiful reception
t oday honoring our nany | eaders that for decades
have been speaking on the issue, 16 years ago
fighting, going to Washi ngton and getting NATO
under President Cinton, to finally hel p Kosovo
becone the nation that it is entitled to be.

Today we did have a special guest,
and he isn't here -- he couldn't stay | ong enough
for me to give hima proper introduction and
wel come. But along with the many friends that
have cone fromnear and far, | do want to give a
shout out to our former State Assenbl ynenber,
former City Council nenber, the great Mark G onaj,
that canme to celebrate this noment.

Because it is sonething to
appreciate that New York State can continue to be
a partner, the United States can continue to be a
partner in making sure that Kosovo is properly
recogni zed, protected, and that the struggl es
t hat continue are seen and nade i n awareness.

| "ve had the honor and the privilege
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of visiting the beautiful country of Kosovo | ast
sunmer. | visited Pristina, where we saw the
State Capitol and spoke with the Assenbly about
what is the relationship, the tight, beautiful
relati onship of New York and Kosovo.

| visited Gilan, which is a grow ng
city, still in econom c boom and you can see
everything is com ng together while also | ooking
at what was there in the past and the destruction
t hat happened in the past not too | ong ago.

In addition, | visited Prizren, the
ol dest city in the Balkans. It is inportant to
know t hat Kosovo, the youngest country that we
have 16 years, was actually the location and the
birthpl ace of the oldest civilization in Europe,

t housands of years ago. It is the birthplace of
Mot her Teresa's parents.

And Mot her Teresa, as we know, is a
wonman of the Bal kans, born in Montenegro, citizen
of Calcutta, and nowis a saint in the Catholic
Church. She is an exanple of what has been
happeni ng for generations and generations in the
| and of Kosovo.

And it is only right that we stand

here and recogni ze it and show our support to the
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comunity, to the Al banian community, that we
will always protect and take pride in what is
happeni ng in Kosovo and what will happen as it
continues to flourish into the beautiful country
that it is.

Thank you.

(Appl ause fromthe gallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: To our
guests, let ne first say "Urine"
{congratulations}. | welconme you on behal f of
the Senate. W extend to you the privil eges and
the courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

("Thank you" fromagallery.)

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
is there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Oh,
excuse nme. Wait, |I'msorry.

The question is on the resolution.
Al'l those in favor please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

690

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

resolution is adopt ed.

further

Senator G anari s.
SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
busi ness at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is

no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to

adjourn until tonorrow, Tuesday, February 13th,

at 3:00 p.m

nmoti on,

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Upon

the Senate is adjourned until Tuesday,

February 13th, at 3:00 p. m

(Wher eupon, at 3:37 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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