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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Bi shop
Philip Elliott, of the Antioch Baptist Church of
Henpst ead, New York, will deliver's today's
i nvocati on.

Bl SHOP ELLIOIT: God, | stand in the
gap in this nonent of prayer for the |leaders in
our comrunity, our state, our region, our
country, and especially for those whom You have
rai sed to exact the business of our fair State of
New Yor k.

| ask Your bl essings upon every
person and position that has been appoi nted or
el ect ed.

| pray that You, O God, would sever
all cords that would cause principalities,
powers, rulers of the darkness of this world and
spiritual w ckedness in high places, to contro

the positions and offices of our generation.
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Fat her, give us -- and we thank You
for that -- godly | eaders, who will carry on the
heritage of the dedication of our nation and our
bel oved st ate.

Lord, let our |eaders be guided by
the voice of their conscience, and grant that
t hey may never veer off fromthe foundation of
t he essence of this nation.

We thank You that You have given us
| eaders who will cause the famlies of our state
and communities to be bl essed.

Lord, let Your glory be declared
anong the people, and let the healing waters fl ow
in every village, every community, every haml et,
every city, every town, every nunicipality, and
every citizen or stranger within the gates of our
great State of New York.

| pray that the | eaders of this
New York State Senate will submit their rule to
the rule of law and to the reign of Your will,

O God. | pray that the governnment and peace of
God will bring continual increase to our country
and our state. Let every veil of deception be
removed. And as deception is renoved, allow | aws

to be passed where our children nmay have hope for
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all their future.

And Lord, grant that our econony
wi |l be heal ed t hrough decisions nade in these
very chanbers, so that people will be able to
bui | d af f ordabl e houses and i nhabit them plant
vi neyards and eat the fruit of them and enjoy
t he work of their hands.

Hear our prayer, O Lord. Hear our
prayer, O Lord. Incline Thine ear to us and
grant us Thy shal om peace.

Amen.

(Response of "Amen.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
February 5, 2024, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday, February 4,
2024, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Manni on
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8530 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8077, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 198.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: So
or der ed.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to adopt
the Resolution Calendar, with the exception of
Resol utions 1689, 1753, 1765 and 1769.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al
those in favor of adopting the Resol ution
Cal endar, with the exception of Resol utions 1689,
1753, 1769 and 1765, please signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Resol uti on Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we're going to begin with previously adopted
Resol ution 1747, by Leader Stewart- Cousins.

Pl ease read that resolution inits entirety and
recogni ze Senator Parker to speak on the
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1747, by
Senat or Stewart- Cousins, nenorializing Governor
Kat hy Hochul to proclaimFebruary 2024 as
Bl ack H story Month in the State of New York.

"WHEREAS, Bl ack Hi story Month,
previ ously known as Negro Hi story Wek, was
founded by Dr. Carter G Wodson, and was first
cel ebrated on February 1, 1926; since 1976, it
has beconme a nationally recognized nont h-1ong
cel ebration, held each year during the nonth of
February to acknow edge and pay tribute to
African- Aneri cans negl ected by both society and
t he history books; and

"WHEREAS, The nonth of February
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observes the rich and diverse heritage of our
great state and nation and encourages the
cel ebration of Black Hi story Month to provide a
continuing opportunity for all people in the
United States to learn fromthe past, and
understand the factors that have shaped and
gui ded the course of our present-day experiences;
and

"WHEREAS, Bl ack Hi story Month seeks
to enphasi ze that Black history is American
hi story; and

"WHEREAS, Bl ack History Month is a
time to reflect on the struggles and victories of
African- Areri cans throughout our country's
hi story and to recogni ze their nunerous val uabl e
contributions to the protection of our denocratic
society in war and in peace; and

"WHEREAS, Sone African- American
pi oneers whose many acconplishnments, all which
t ook place during the nonth of February, went
unnoticed, as well as nunmerous synbolic events in
February that deserve to be nenorialized
i nclude: John Sweat Rock, a noted Boston | awer
who becane the first African-American admtted to

argue before the U S. Suprene Court on
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February 1, 1865, and the first African-American
to be received on the floor of the U S House of
Represent ati ves; Jonathan Jasper Wight, the
first African-Anerican to hold a major judicia
position, who was elected to the South Carolina
Suprene Court on February 1, 1870; President
Abraham Li ncol n submtted the proposed 13th
Amendrent to the U S. Constitution, abolishing
slavery, to the states for ratification on
February 1, 1865; civil rights protester Jimmie
Lee Jackson died fromwounds inflicted during a
protest on February 26, 1965, leading to the
historic Sel ma, Al abama, civil rights
denonstrations, including Bl oody Sunday, in which
600 denonstrators, including Martin Luther King,
Jr., were attacked by police; Autherine J. Lucy
became the first African-Anerican student to
attend the University of Al abama on February 3,

1956; she was expelled three days later 'for her
own safety' in response to threats froma nob; in
1992, Autherine Lucy Foster graduated fromthe
University of Alabama with a master's degree in
education, the sanme day her daughter, G azia

Foster, graduated with a bachelor's degree in

corporate finance; the Negro Basebal | League was
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founded on February 3, 1920; Jack Johnson, the
first African-Anmerican World Heavywei ght Boxi ng
Chanpi on, won his first title on February 3,
1903; and Reginald F. Lewis, born on Decenber 7,
1942, in Baltinore, Maryland, received his |aw
degree from Harvard Law School in 1968, and was a
partner in Murphy, Thorpes & Lewis, the first
Black law firmon Wall Street, and in 1989 he
becanme president and CEO of TLC Beatrice
| nternati onal Food Conpany, the |argest
Bl ack- owned business in the United States; and
"WHEREAS, Furthernore, the inpact of
African-Anmerican contributions to the noral
fabric and history of this great nation are
ever-growi ng and unprecedented; nore recently, on
January 20, 2009, Barack Oobanma becane the first
Bl ack President of the United States, earning his
wife, Mchelle OQhama, the sanme distinction in her
role as First Lady; Lloyd J. Austin has the
uni que distinction of being the first Black
United States Secretary of Defense, sworn in on
January 22, 2021; Ketanji Brown Jackson made
hi story in her becomng the first Black wonan to
serve on the United States Suprene Court, on

June 30, 2022; and
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"WHEREAS, More notable
African-Anerican trail blazers who serve as a
testament to the success, growh, and strength of
our nation are: Carole Gst, the first Black
M ss USA of 1990; Toni Morrison, the first Bl ack
person to win the Nobel Prize for Literature in
1993; Robert Stanton, the first Black director
of the National Park Service in 1997, Venus
Wllianms, the first Black woman to be ranked
nunber-one in tennis in the United States in
2002; Sophi a Danenberg, reaching unprecedented
hei ghts, was the first Black wonman to reach the
peak of Mount Everest in 2006; Cheryl Boone
| saacs, who becane the first Black president of
t he Acadeny of Mdtion Picture Arts and Sci ences
in 2013; Paulette Brown, the first Black worman to
becone the Anerican Bar Association president in
2015; Dr. Carla Hayden, the first Bl ack
Li brarian of Congress in 2016; Jennifer King, the
first full-time Black woman NFL coach, headi ng
t he Washi ngt on Conmanders in 2020; Maya Angel ou
the first Black woman to appear on U. S. currency
in 2022; and Sika Henry, the first Black woman to
be recogni zed as a professional triathlete in the

United States in 2021, and i nductee of the
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Nat i onal Bl ack Di stance Running Hall of Fane in
2022, all of whom enconpass the many nore
power ful Bl ack individuals who pushed through
countl ess obstacles to earn the respect of their
peers and this great state and nation; and
"WHEREAS, In recognition of the vast
contributions of African-Anmericans, a joyful
nmont h-1ong cel ebration is held across New York
State and across the United States with nany
commenorative events to honor and display the
cultural heritage of African-Anericans; and
"WHEREAS, This Legislative Body
commends the African-American community for
preserving, for future generations, its
centuries-old traditions that benefit us all and
add to the color and beauty of the tapestry which
is our American society; now, therefore, be it
"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclai m February 2024
as Black Hi story Month in the State of New York;
and be it further
"RESCLVED, That copies of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to

t he Honorabl e Kat hy Hochul, Governor of the State
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of New York, and to the events comenorating
Bl ack Hi story Month throughout New York State.”

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Par ker on the resol ution.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise today to give a little bit of
a conversation that we should be having not just
during the nonth of February, but throughout the
year, around Bl ack history.

| want to begin by thanking the
| eader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for bringing this
forth and al ways bringing her | eadership and
bei ng a great exenplar of Black history within
the m dst of this august body.

W all know that -- and in past
years |'ve gotten up and had the privil ege of
speaking on this resolution, and we've tal ked
about Negro History Wek that was created in 1926
by Carter G Wodson that has now evol ved into
what we now cel ebrate as Black Hi story Month or
African- Anreri can History Month

This is not just a nonth that is
cel ebrated in New York State, but around this

nation. And not just around this nation, but in
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about 15 or 16 countries around the world,
i ncl udi ng Canada and Mexi co, that have adopted
some formof Black Hi story Mnth

Carter G Wodson, the second Bl ack
graduate of Harvard -- everybody renenbers WE. B.
Du Bois, but when you're the second guy, you kind
of fade into the ether. One of ny favorite
t hi ngs about Carter G Wodson is that he was a
teacher. He wasn't a college professor. He
wasn't |ike, you know, somebody who did sonething
grand. He went to Harvard and then went back to
his community and |i ke taught high school.

And an amazi ng exenplar of what is
i nportant both about this history and about the
community. Right? That at the base of
under st andi ng Afri can-American history is the
i dea of educati on.

And even at a time when peopl e of
African descent were brought to the shores of the
Anericas and they were banned and forbi dden, by
penalty of death, to learn and to read, they read
anyway. And they taught thenselves and they had
ot her folks help themlearn howto read and to
wite. And you devel op people like, you know,

Phyllis Weatl|l ey and David Wal ker, who becone,
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you know, significant witers even in the early
1700s because of this thirst around know edge.

February was chosen not because it's
the shortest nmonth -- it was actually chosen
because there's two inportant dates that happened
in February. One was the birth of Lincoln on the
12th, and the other was the birth of Frederick
Dougl ass on the 14th. R ght? And they were
actually -- and by the way, | know everybody's
like, On Valentine's Day? Frederick Dougl ass was
born before Valentine's Day. There was no
Val entine's Day. The 14th was his birthday.

And there was actually a nunber of
cel ebrations in African-Anerican comunities in
the colonies during that time around Dougl ass's
birthday. Right? Because he was not big -- you
know, he's been supplanted to a |large degree in
current tinmes by Martin Luther King, the Reverend
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. But at his tine he
was -- he was King and Sharpton and those peopl e
all inone. Rght? And his birth was sonething
that was celebrated in a real significant way in
the country.

| also always want to bring the

poi nt that African-Anerican history doesn't begin
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in 1619 when the first ships bring African people
onto the shores of Virginia. That, you know,

that there is literally thousands of years of the
hi story of people of African descent. And we
kind of focus, during this tine, on the history
of African people here in the Americas, right?
But that history really is a |onger history.

And at tinmes | |ike to point people
to a book that you should check out -- there's
actually two. One is by Larone Bennett Jr.
call ed Before the Mayflower. Right?

And another is Ayi Kwei Arnmah's book
call ed Two Thousand Seasons. And in that book he
docunents the length of time that African people
have been wal king on this planet and had
acconpl i shed great things. And not acconplished
great things because they were better than
anybody el se. They acconplished great things
because they were first.

That in fact, if there is -- you
know, | don't know what people's faiths are here,
but if there is a Garden of Eden, that Garden of
Eden exists on the continent of Africa.

They say that the first people,

right, that we see -- not just the first
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humanoi ds, but the first people, the first hono
sapi en sapiens -- which we are, right,

ant hropologically, right -- are found in a valley
that they say, you know, sits beneath the
Mount ai n of the Moon, which is Kilinmanjaro.
Right? 1t was never Munt Kili nmanjaro.
Kilimanjaro nmeans "Mowuntain of the Moon." R ght?

And so it's in that valley that they
believe that the first people, the Khoi people or
the San people, were the first groups of folks
that you begin to understand as human bei ngs. So
to the degree that there is an Adam and Eve and
there is a garden, that is where the garden
exi sts at.

And so in -- so just through African
cul ture, which beconmes the precursor for the
African peopl e which we have descended from we
have amazi ng enpires, Madam President. You have
the Enpire of Kemet that people nmay know as
anci ent Egypt. You have the Enpire of Kush that
comes out of Nubia. You have the Mali Enpire,

t he Zi nbabwe Enpire, right? Understand that the
country of Zi nbabwe is naned after the enpire
that preceded it. The Enpire of Mali al so,

again, named -- the country of Mali nanmed after
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the enpire that preceded it. The Enpire of

Benin. The Zulu Enpire. The Songhai Enpire.

The Ghana Enpire. You know, early on, after the
i nperialization of what was called the Gold
Coast, it becones Ghana. Nanmed after, again, the
Enpi re of Ghana.

And so we in this time during this
nmonth, we |ean on the concept of "sankofa."

Ri ght? So sankofa, in the |anguage that cones
out of Ghana, West Africa, anongst the people
called the Twi, you have a set of synbols called
t he Adi nkra synbols. And one of those synbols is
t he synbol of a bird | ooking back at itself. And
the synbol literally neans "go fetch."

It means that for you to know where
you' re goi ng, you have to know where you' ve been
And so you go back and you | ook at what your
ancestors have done.

And so this nonment, for particularly
peopl e of African descent, becones a tinme in
which we in fact | ook back and renenber those who
have come before us -- both in our famlies and
in our conmunities, but also in the |arger
society -- that have given birth to our ability

to be here at this place and at this tine.
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And we renenber those who went
t hrough the great Maafa. And if you have not
heard of that before, it is the African
Hol ocaust. Right? W're over -- they believe
something like 200 mllion people were | ost
during the century of enslavenment of African
peopl e and then bei ng brought across fromthe
African continent.

And so we renenber those nanel ess
peopl e who decided that -- that sinply died on
t he voyage or decided that they were going to
fight and were killed in resistance. O just
sinply said that they would not be prisoners and
t hey junped overboard and gave their fate to the
ocean.

That in this nonent, this nonth and
this celebration of African-American history
beconmes particularly critical because of the
retrenchment that we see around the country.

That there is in fact a determ ned and
intentional attenpt to wi pe out the history of
African people and of African-Anericans. And
it's not one that we can all ow

But if you know your history, you

shoul d know t hat past is prologue. And so when
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you read WE.B. Du Bois's book, right, Black
Reconstruction, and you read what happened when
they started -- when African-Anericans are

rel eased from bondage and start running for

of fice and start owning property and start
runni ng busi nesses and getting married -- that in
fact this is what happens when you have Bl ack
advancenent, that you then have white
retrenchment. O an attenpt, at least, at white
retrenchnment. Right?

And so those of us of good heart
nmust understand and fight against the -- the --
you know, the forces of evil. | don't know how
to put it any other way. Because you have to be
truly evil to literally dismss other people's
humanity. And that when you erase people's
history, that's exactly the activity that you're
involved in, is erasing other people' s humanity.

And that understanding that this
whol e novenent around white supremacy or what you
want to call racismwas a sociol ogical device,
Madam President, that was literally created to
justify the enslavenent of African people.
Because those first people who took -- you know,

who brought African people fromthe shores of
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West Africa knew who they were. They knew who
they were. There was no -- there was no, W
don't think these people are smart or educat ed,
we don't think that they' re human bei ngs, we
don't think that they' re the sanme people who
have -- literally we created here in Anerica the
whol e field of study of anthropol ogy that
literally got created in order to justify

ensl avenent of African people. Right?

The first anthropol ogi cal studies
they used to use they used to call cranial
capacity tests. And they would take a skull that
they claimed was a white skull and a skull that
t hey cl ai med was a Bl ack skull and they woul d
fill it with beans. And then they woul d count
t he beans and say, GCh, you know, the white skul
hel d nore beans. That nmeans it had greater
crani al capacity, and that neans a greater
intelligence. And the Black one had | ess, and so
that means it had less intelligence. And that
proves that these were essentially a different
species. Right?

And you | ook and see that they used
di fferent beans. They used actually snaller

beans in the white skull, and so of course there
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wer e nore.

Qutside of the fact that we also
know scientifically that cranial capacity has
nothing to do with intelligence. Right? Aot
of peopl e wal ki ng around here with big heads and
not that nany brains.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PARKER: Ri ght ?

And so, you know, we | ook at, you
know, the work of anthropol ogy historically and
understand what it's about.

Now, conversely, the field of
soci ol ogy was actually created by WE. B. Du Boi s,
the first Black Ph.D. graduate from Harvard.
Right? And he wites the first sociol ogi ca
exam nation we've ever seen, which is an
exam nation of the Philadel phia Negro. R ght?
And t hat becones the basis of literally
soci ol ogy. So anybody who was a soci ol ogy maj or,
say "You're welconme" to Dr. Du Bois. Right?

These under st andi ngs of who we are
as people is critical for us, because it dictates
how we interact with each other. And that all of
us -- black, white, blue, green -- all need to

understand each other's history. And today we
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begi n here because this beconmes a junping-off
point for the access for other people to gain
rights in understanding their history and
creating space for other folks to step up

Ri ght ?

You don't get Puerto Rican studies
unl ess you have Bl ack studies. You don't get,
you know, LGBTQ+ studies w thout Black history.
You don't get wonen's studies wthout Black
studies. Right? Al these things kind of --

t hey exist in tandem and anongst one anot her.

And so that those of us who stand in
this nmoment and say, Oh, they're just stopping
bl ack history from being taught -- you're next.
Because they're not going to stop at just erasing
the humanity of Bl ack people. That those who
don't think that everybody's deserving, that
everyone who i s deserving of the resources of the
state or the society, who think that they're the
only ones who should have it and that there's not
enough, are not going to stop at just erasing
Bl ack people's humanity.

And so we nust bond together and
understand that if you know nothing el se about

Bl ack history, that it is an independent history.
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Bl ack history is Anerican history. Part of what
you heard in the resolution are nunbers of people
who have, you know, contributed to the American
experience and experinent. Right? And so that
nmust becone an inportant part of how we nove
forward

I n past years | have tal ked about
just the history of this great state and how even
in this nmoment we are living in a virtual
Wakanda, with a Bl ack Lieutenant Governor, Bl ack
heads of the two houses of the State Legisl ature,
a Black Attorney Ceneral, a Black Chief Judge.
More Bl ack wonen are serving right this nonent in
the State Legi slature than have served in any
other state legislature in the history of the
United States.

Not to talk about the city, where we
have now t he second Bl ack mayor, the first Bl ack
wonman to be Speaker of the City Council. Right?
You tal k about Darcel dark, you know, first
African-American woman to be a DA in the State of
New York. Right? Huge inmportant things. You
know, Alvin Bragg, who is the first
African-Anerican to be a DA in Manhattan. Right?

These nonments are historical. And
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many of mny col |l eagues now who are serving in
commttees, oftentines you are the first person
of color, sonetines the first non-male, you know,
to be in these positions.

And so all those histories are
connected. Right? And so in this nmonment, | ask
peopl e who don't feel like they' re connected
because they think that, I'mnot Bl ack, that
you're connected to that history in sonme way.
There's sonething that you are doi ng, something
that you're involved in, sonmething you' re engaged
i n has been made possible by the contributions of
peopl e of African descent. And as you get deep
in that, you'll see that that has |led to other
peopl e who have al so been contributing to our
soci ety.

And so today, as | take ny seat, the
t heme that we have spoke about this year nore
t han anyt hing el se has been the issue of -- has
been the categories of arts and culture. And so
we have nmade a attenpt to kind of uplift the
nanmes of those who have been engaged in that
area. People |ike Jean-M chel Basquiat. Right?
A Haitian artist from Brooklyn. W've got to

start with Basquiat because, you know -- just for
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no reason. |f you don't know Basquiat, get on it
twice before you all blow it once.

James Bal dwi n, novelist, playwight,
essayi st, poet, activist.

Oprah Wnfrey. | mean, how do you
get nore iconic and historical than sonebody |ike
Oprah Wnfrey, who's a nedia nogul, actress, talk
show host, television producer, philanthropist.

Zora Neal e Hurston. Author,
ant hropol ogi st, filmraker. |f you don't know who
Zora Neal e Hurston is and you like Alice Wl ker,
you' ve got to check out Zora Neal e Hurston.
Because Alice Wl ker, you know, essentially
adopts her style and extends the | egacy of Zora
t hrough her work. And if you've seen The Col or
Purple, that way that they engage in dialect
cones out of Zora's work as a historian.

Zora Neal e Hurston also wote for
the Black Star News, which is the newspaper that
Garvey created when he created the UNI A, the
Uni versal Negro | nprovenent Association, the
| ar gest organi zati on of Bl ack people in the
hi story of the world, actually.

You have Langston Hughes, who was a

poet, social activist, novelist, playwight,
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columist. One of ny favorite witers. You
shoul d check out his witing about a character
called Sinple. Sinple, by Langston Hughes,
real ly good.

Si dney Poitier, who was an actor,
filmdirector, activist. Carl Wathers, who we
recently |ost, said he becane an actor after
bei ng an NFL |inebacker for the Raiders, becane
an actor after receiving his degree in drama
because of the work of Sidney Poitier, and
particularly in The Defiant Ones. Later on Carl
Weat hers, who was al so African-Anerican, if you
don't know who Carl Weathers is -- you know, you
shoul d know. Apollo Creed, Rocky. You all seen
that, famliar with that novie?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: He was also in
The Mandal ori an.

SENATOR PARKER: Al'so in
Mandal ori an, yes.

But Carl Wathers actually gets to
play the sane role as Sidney Poitier in a renake
of The Defiant Ones. R ght? So anazing piece
t here.

Jacob Lawrence, who's an anazi ng

pai nter, sonebody you should check out if you are
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into artwork.

Ml es Davis, influential jazz
trunpeter, band | eader and conposer. He was the
Jay-Z of ny father's tine. M father |ike always
tal ked about Mles Davis. And at that tine jazz
wasn't what it is right now Right? It was, you
know, Cordell, Iike when we were com ng up, what
hi p-hop was. Like you'd go somewhere, like a
smal | place, and there'd be, you know, one guy
rappi ng. Like, you know, he'd just be there and
there woul d be Iike a band and |ike 10 chairs,
right, 20 chairs. You know, it wasn't the way we
think of Mles Davis now.

But that nusic has been influential
inall of our lives, as we tal k about jazz as one
of the only, you know, truly Anerican nusical art
forms.

August W1 son, who's a bl ack
pl aywight who's witten and conposed a nunber of
real significant dramatic pieces.

M sty Copel and, who's a ballerina
for the American Ballet Theatre.

You know, in this time as we think
t hrough how we're going to celebrate this nonth

find a book, find a play. R ght? Listen to sone
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music fromyour favorite black artist. This is
the nmoment to bask in it. You know, because this
nmont h everybody gets to be part of Black history.
Even you, Andy Lanza.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PARKER: And so,
Madam President, | want to thank you for the
opportunity.

| want us to remenber that,
particularly those of us who are people of
African descent, that we are the people who were
here the day before yesterday. Right? And we're
going to be the people who're going to be here
the day after tonmorrow. And that historical |ine
may not be broken if we continue to live and | ove
and | augh with one anot her.

Thank you so much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senat or Webb on the resol ution.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank Senate Majority
Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins for bringing this

resol ution forward, and Governor Hochul for
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procl aiming the nonth of February as Bl ack
Hi story Month in the State of New York.

So | have the privilege of
representing the Southern Tier in the
State Senate, and | am proud to cel ebrate not
only Black H story Month but a | egacy of courage,
resilience, and the unwavering spirit of
countl ess African-Anerican individuals fromny
district who have greatly contributed to our
state's role in Black H story Month and al so our
country.

So I'"'mfrom Bi nghanton originally,
and we recently cel ebrated the inception of the
Freedom Trail, which was started by Dr. Anne
Bail ey and Dr. Sharon Bryant, two educators who
are also Black wonmen. This was their brain
child, to serve as a 365-day-a-year educati onal
rem nder and experience with respect to the
i nportance of Harriet Tubman and our collective
human story here in Anmeri ca.

And so the fact that it's in ny
district in Binghanton, which fol ks nay not be
aware of, this trail is a two-mle trail. And
it's nore than a pathway, it is a journey through

time, marked by the courage of numerous
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i ndi vi dual s who worked to advance Bl ack history,
which is also part of American history.

And where our City Hall stands in
Bi nghanton, it was once a | ocation on the
Under ground Railroad that aided escaped sl aves
and enbedded the essence of freedomin the very
soil of our city.

And this trail, as | nentioned
before, which was founded by Bi nghant on
University in 2019, continues to |ift up the
i nportance of addressing racial disparities that
we collectively work to create and foster an
i ncl usive environment.

Al so from Bi nghanmt on we draw
inspiration fromFrances M Beal, a lumnary in
the realns of femnism racial justice and peace.
Her sem nal work, Double Jeopardy: To Be Bl ack
and Female, is not nerely literature, it's a
bl ueprint for understanding the intricate
interplay of race, class and gender, a narrative
that resonates with the struggles and triunphs of
count | ess individual s.

Across ny district in Ithaca, we are
rem nded of the profound inpact of Al ex Hal ey.

Sonme of you are familiar with him He was born
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there, and his pen etched the ionic books Roots
and The Aut obi ography of Ml col m X, which are
vivid testinonies of our collective journey

mar ked by perseverance in the fight for justice
and freedom

And lastly, in Cortland, the |egacy
of Abraham Lincol n DeMond shines as a beacon of
hope and achi evenent. He was the first Bl ack
graduate of the Cortland Normal School, now known
as SUNY Cortland. Hi s el oquence and advocacy
resonate through his sem nal oration: The Negro
Element in American Life, a treasure rightfully
enshrined in the Library of Congress.

| was proud to cel ebrate the
i naugur al Abraham Li ncol n DeMond Day in 2023 and
again this year. And this is a day that
reaf firnms our conmmtnent to acknow edgi ng
contributions and enbraci ng the diverse
perspectives of every Bl ack individual who's been
a part of SUNY Cortland's rich history.

And as the first Black person to
represent the Southern Tier in the New York State
Senate, | stand before you not just as a Senator
but as a testanent to the resilience and

i ndomtable spirit of our Black community. And
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at the sane tinme, it serves as a rem nder of the
col l ective work that needs to be done to achieve
equity in all of our institutions.

New York State is a nosaic of
cultures, which we all know. W often celebrate
our diversity, the richness of it, and it is
enriched by the threads of Black history. And
the Southern Tier in New York holds a speci al
place in this narrative, a narrative not only
cel ebrated during Black History Month, but it is
par anount that we cherish and uphold every single
day, that we work to ensure that our comrunities
are treated with the fundanental need for human
dignity and respect.

Again, | want to thank Senate
Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins for
bringing forth this resolution. | amvery proud
to be voting in favor of it, and |I hope ny
col | eagues will do the sane.

Happy Bl ack Hi story Mnth

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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Let ne also thank Majority Leader
Andrea Stewart-Cousins for this critically
i nportant resolution, and ny col |l eagues
Senat or Par ker and Senator Webb for their
perspective on Bl ack history.
| cone to you fromthe Book of
KRS-One. In 1989 he said:
"I believe that if you're teaching history
Filled with straight-up facts no nystery
Teach the student what needs to be taught
' Cause Bl ack and Wiite kids both take shorts
When one doesn't know about the other ones
culture
| gnor ance swoops down like a vulture
' Cause you don't know that you ain't just a
janitor
No one told you about Benjam n Banneker
A brilliant Black man that invented the
al manac
Can't you see where KRS is coning at
Wth Eli Wiitney, Haile Sel assie
G anville Wods made the wal ki e-tal kie
Lewis Latimer inproved on Edi son
Charles Drew did a lot for nedicine

Garrett Morgan made the traffic lights
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Harriet Tubman freed the slaves at night

Madam C. J. Wal ker nmade the strai ghtening conb

But you won't know this if you weren't shown

The point I"'mgettin' at it, it mght be

har sh

' Cause we're just wal kin" around brai nwashed

So what I'msayin' is not to diss a nman

We need the {new} school system

One that caters to a Black return because

You nust learn.”

That's KRS-One in 1989. 1In 1989,

Kris Parker was saying the sanme things that we
are saying today. |If we do not |earn nore about
each other's cultures, we are doomed to repeat
the failures of the past. And even nore so.

But there's positivity in this

nmessage. | cone to you in the spirit of Ubuntu.
Ubuntu is an African phrase neans "|I am because
you are."” Al of us that walk in a path walk in

a path because of our ancestors.

We are our ancestors' w | dest
dreanms. They couldn't contenpl ate peopl e that
| ook like us sitting in these seats. And books
have been witten about the Harl em Renai ssance,

wi th Countee Cullen and Langston Hughes. And |
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dare to say, Madam President, in the future
they're going to wite a book about this tine,
about this renaissance in this building. Because
at no other tine in history have we seen the

Bl ack renai ssance of what we've seen in this
bui | di ng.

When you have a | eader in Andrea
Stewart-Cousins, a speaker in Carl Heastie, an
Attorney Ceneral in Tish Janmes, and so nany
nore -- this is our renai ssance here. So when
they | earn about this in the future, we're al
part of this living history. W are all part of
it.

And I"mproud. |'mproud. Pac said
it. | renmenber Marvin Gaye used to sing to ne,
he had ne feeling |ike Black was the thing to be.
| may not be a Senator forever, | may not be a
| awyer forever, but I'"'mgoing to be Black till
the day | die, Madam President.

And that -- that history, that
feeling, that pride that I have -- | consider it
i ncunbent upon nme to share the good news with
everybody el se, about what it neans, about what
nmy bl ackness neans.

We can't define other people's
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bl ackness, Madam Presi dent. Because we play a
ganme called Cppression Aynpics. W start

tal king about, well, I"'ma little bit darker than
you in skin tone, so that neans |I'm bl acker.

Madam Presi dent, we all know that in
the M ddl e Passage we were all in the same ship
t hey just dropped us off in different places.

So your skin tone, the way that you
orate, the way that you wear your hair, the way
that you dress does not define your bl ackness.
There is no nmetric for blackness. There is no
nmetric for the definition of who you are. But
it's inmportant to nake sure that we continue to
teach about the acconplishnents that Black fol ks
have done -- have nade in this country,
Madam Pr esi dent .

W know about Jacki e Robi nson.
Right? And we know about -- you may know about
Larry Doby. Larry Doby was the first Bl ack
person in the American League. But do we know
about Wllie O Ree, the first Black nman to play
in the NHL?

So many -- so many firsts. Arthur
Ashe. The greatest athlete of all tine,

Serena WIIlians. M chael Jordan. LeBron Janes.
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Jal en Brunson. The Knicks are ballin" now.
Jalen, he -- yes, Black history. Jalen Brunson.
But in all seriousness, so many
cultural contributions have been made by Bl ack
folks in this country. And | think that
Senat or Parker really hit the nail on the head
when we tal k about Black history is Anerican
history. And that so while we nay have -- the
beauti ful thing again, Madam President, this year
we got an extra day of Black history. Sone
people call it Leap Day. | don't call it
Leap Day. |It's an extra Black history day.
There are nore Black history facts that you can
| earn.
And | would ask that my -- not just
col | eagues, but anybody that's watching or
| earni ng, do yourself a favor. Find an unsung
Bl ack hero, sonebody that did something. M
youngest daughter, Carina, came honme the other
day and she had to do somet hing about Bl ack
hi story. And she was going to choose sonebody --
and, you know, | wasn't sure who she was going to
choose.
She chose a fanous artist that | had

to | earn about by the name of Al na Wodsey
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Thomas. She was a fanous Bl ack artist, the first
Bl ack woman to have her art in the

Whitney Museum | learned that froma
7-year - ol d.

It is time for us to continue to
| earn about Bl ack history. About the struggle,
about the power, the prosperity, the love. And
nost inportantly, the acconplishnments. W are
living in a tine where we can say we were a part
of the Al bany renai ssance.

Madam Presi dent, | proudly vote aye
on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Cl eare on the resol ution.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | want to thank our | eader,
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for bringing this very
i nportant resol ution.

And | never thought | would say
this, but | could have listened all day to
Senat or Par ker.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR CLEARE: And | thought,

why? Why? It's because we are so thirsty. Even
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at this age in life, so thirsty for our history.
" m | earning sonet hing new every day. And why?
Because we were not conplete. W didn't learn
what we were supposed to learn. They didn't give
us what we were supposed to be given. But we've
| earned many of these things on our own.

And | thought | wouldn't speak
today, but | said, No, | think I will. |
represent probably the nost historic Bl ack
comunity in the world: Harlem |'m proud of
Harlem Proud of Langston and Zora. Proud of
Thurgood and Mal colm Adam Rangel, Baker
Motley. Sutton. Paterson. Dinkins. Garvey.

Proud. Proud of Gssie and Ruby.
Bel af onte. Angel ou. Kareem Abdul - Jabbar. A
Philip Randol ph. Bayard Rustin. The birthplace
of the March on Washi ngt on.

Bl ack peopl e have and continue to
contribute to every part of humanity all over
this country and throughout the world. W have
to continue to celebrate and teach this rich
culture to people of all races and al
ethnicities, to battle the m sconceptions, the
preconcei ved notions held by others and

sonetimes, sadly, even by ourselves, due to the
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| ack of information and positive i mgery and
i nclusion that sonme of us have been m ssing
t hroughout our 1lives.

So today, this is Black Hi story
Month. But | continue to do nore to make sure
that we teach our children nore, all of our
chil dren nore about the great contributions.
It's -- it's a deficit to all of us, not to have
t he education of know ng about Bl ack history.

So I"'mgoing to keep on | earning
nyself. | learned sonme things here today, |I'm
not ashamed to say. But we have to continue to
teach that, and we have to continue to represent
t hat .

And that is why | feel | conme here

with a great sensitivity to inclusion, a great

sensitivity to others and their history. And I'm

very proud of ny Black history. And | want to
share it with everyone and nake sure we share it
with the state.

| thank you. And today | proudly
vote aye and echo the words of all ny coll eagues
t hat spoke here today. This is a great day.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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resol uti on was adopted on January 30t h.

A luta conti nua.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
speaki ng of Black history, we are joined today by
a di stinguished fornmer nenber of this chanber and
the first Black mayor of the City of Buffalo,
Byron Brown.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's nove on
now to Resolution 1765, by Senator H nchey, read
its title and recogni ze Senat or Hi nchey.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
1765, by Senator H nchey, nenorializing
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclai mFebruary 17-24,
2024, as National Future Farners of Anerica
Organi zation Wek in the State of New YorKk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
H nchey on the resol ution.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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FFA does two inportant things.

First, it pronotes the inportance of agriculture
across our state. Agriculture is a $6 billion
industry. It's one that supports our state's
econony, it supports our rural econonm es. But
nore inportantly, it nourishes us. W all know
No farms, no food.

But second, FFA is a | eadership
organi zation, teaching our students how to be the
best versions of thenselves, bringing them out of
their confort zones, teaching them public
speaki ng, and giving themthe tools and the skill
sets that they need to be successful in the rest
of their Iives.

Today was FFA Day here at the
Capitol. And it is absolutely one of ny favorite
days. W have 150 FFA students here wal ki ng
t hese halls, engaging with government. Sone
wal ki ng these halls, taking |egislative neetings
for the first time. Qhers may be seeing
t hensel ves in the offices that they visit, in the
roons that we occupy today that many of themwil|
be occupying in the future.

We have a nunber of FFA students

wi th us today watching our session. And in that
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group are the state FFA officers. These are
students that represent the entire FFA
organi zation from across the state.

We have Courtney Taibi, state vice
president, from Geenville, ny district. W've
got Eric Heath, state treasurer, also from
Geenville, the beautiful 41st. W have Ella
Under berg, the state president; Jacob Lucak, the
state secretary; Ellie Tarrants, the state
reporter; and Kealy Schilde, the state sentinel.

In my district, across the 41st, we
have ei ght incredible FFA chapters. And |I'm
really proud to share that in 2023, FFA in our
state saw a 27 percent increase in nmenbership.
That's exactly what we need to see and we hope to
see, and we're incredibly proud of that. And we
know that in the future that nunmber will continue
to rise.

FFA is an incredi bl e organi zation,
and I'mincredi bly honored and proud to sponsor
the resol ution designating February 17th through
24t h as National FFA Wek in the State of
New Yor k.

Thank you very much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
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you, Senat or.

Senator Borrello on the resol ution.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

This is, as Senator Hinchey said, a
great day, to see the blue jackets all over the
Capitol today. The Future Farmers of America
have descended on the Capitol, and they're here
totell their story.

And it's an inportant story. As
someone who represents probably nore farnms than
any other Senate district, I amproud of the fact
that agriculture is not only the cornerstone of
our econorny, but we have young people |ike those
that are here today to advocate.

You know, what struck ne the nost is
so many nenbers of FFA are actually not fromfarm
famlies. They are those who becane interested
in agriculture and decided to join this
organi zation. A great |eadership organization
as Senat or Hi nchey said, that builds great
citizens and future |leaders in this state.

And they are here to express their
concerns and their hopes for the future of

agriculture in New York State. They are young,
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articulate, notivated, and they are here to tel
everyone that agriculture is inportant to the
future of New York State.

Thank you all in FFA for being here.
God bl ess you. And wel cone to Al bany.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

The question is on the resolution.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resolution is adopt ed.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you
privileges and courtesies of this house. Please
rise and be recogni zed.

(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Next up,

Madam Presi dent, Resolution 1753, by Senator Chu.

Read that resolution's title and recogni ze
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Senat or Chu.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1753, by
Senat or Chu, commenorating the Asian-Anerican
community's cel ebration of the Lunar New Year,
t he Year of the Dragon, on February 10, 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

SENATOR CHU: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Today is truly a day to honor our
history, to celebrate our heritage, and to be
proud of oursel ves.

So for those who cel ebrate
Lunar New Year in this chanber, and for the
famlies back in our districts who cel ebrate
Lunar New Year, or if you got invited by a
friend, by a community nenber to celebrate with
them | want to say Happy New Year, Xin N an Kua
Le!

Begi nning on this com ng Friday,
Friday night, hundreds of thousands of
Asi an- Ameri can fam |lies throughout the state with

a heritage from China, |ndonesia, Japan,
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Sout h Korea, Vietnam Thailand, Ml aysi a,

Si ngapore, Taiwan and the Philippines will begin
t heir 30-day-long celebrations to ring in the
Year of the Dragon.

2024 is the Year of the Dragon,
whi ch synbol i ze greatness, |eadership, and
wi sdom As we enter a period of festivities for
t he Lunar New Year, let us all renenber the
di verse contributions brought into the fabric of
our lives as New Yorkers by not only the
i ndi vi dual Asian nation communities and cul tures,
but al so our contribution as a totality of the
Asi an- Areri can Pacific |slanders conmunity.

It is truly my honor to carry such
an inmportant resolution, and I want to encourage
you all to continue your support for al
Asi an- Anericans in New York State and cel ebrate
our Lunar New Year all together.

May this new year bring everyone
prosperity, success and happiness. | would |ike
to wi sh you a Happy New Year.

Xin Nian Kuai Le! Wan Shi Ru Yi!
Xie Xel!

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
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you, Senat or.

Senator Martins on the resol ution.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

Madam President. | too rise to wish everyone a
Happy Lunar New Year

It's a special year for us. It's
the Year of the Dragon, sonething | think we
should all take inspiration from It neans
success, perseverance. But | think for all of us
it should all enmbody good | uck for our
communities in all four corners of our great
st at e.

You know, | had an opportunity to
attend a nunber of Lunar New Year cel ebrations
over the past week. And Madam President, it was
described to ne as a conbi nati on between
New Year's and Thanksgiving. And so | think if
we think about it that way, those celebrations --
and | understand the opportunity we have, through
Lunar New Year, to not only | ook backwards, as
Senat or Bailey nmentioned earlier, the opportunity
to go back and think about the past and consider
where we are historically, our ancestors, the
path that they took to get here, and to

appreci ate where we are, but also an opportunity
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to | ook forward with hope.

And so a Happy Lunar New Year to
everyone here, to all of our comunities, and
CGodspeed.

| "' m happy to vote aye,

Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or CGounardes on the resol ution.

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

It's a pleasure to be able to join
nmy col |l eagues here in w shing those who cel ebrate
t he Lunar New Year a very happy New Year this
year.

| am proud to represent a very large

Asi an conmmunity in both ny old district and ny
new district, and so | know the com ng weeks are
going to be filled with joyous cel ebrati ons.
It's great that we are celebrating the Year of
the Dragon, which is typically associated with
positive qualities such as strength, good | uck,
and wi sdom

It is said that those born under the

Sign of the Dragon are often celebrated for their

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

613

i nnovative thinking and inquisitive nature --
qualities that I think we can all stand to
benefit from

Lum naries born in the Year of the
Dragon include Martin Luther King, Jr.,
M chel | e Gbama, John Lennon, and Bruce Lee, just
to name a few. Not bad conpany, if you ask ne.

The Lunar New Year is an opportunity
for famlies to celebrate, gather together to
enjoy food, give gifts, and enjoy each ot her,
wat ch Li on Dances and Dragon Dances, and to
wel come the year as a conmunity.

| was proud that |ast year we were
able to pass the |law that made Lunar New Year an
of ficial school holiday, because that
| ong- overdue change will allow mIlions of
New Yor kers who cel ebrate to be able to do so
with dignity and without having to choose between
their education and their heritage.

This holiday is also a reflection of
the great diversity of the people who cal
New York home. And it does come at a tinme when
that diversity and conmunity feels under threat.
It's been a nunber of chall enging years for many

in the Asian community, particularly in the
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Chi nese comunity, who are worried about their
safety and about facing bias in New York and
el sewhere

As we celebrate in the streets and
homes in the comng weeks, | remain conmtted to
ensuring that all New Yorkers feel truly safe and
confortable within their comunities. W wll
fight back against hate with all of the resources
we have and truly build a state built on a strong
foundati on of | ove and comunity.

| want to thank Senator Chu for
introducing this resolution, and I want to offer
my -- extend nmy best wishes to all who celebrate
a very happy Lunar New Year.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

The question is on the resolution.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

resolution is adopt ed.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Next up is
Resol ution 1769, by Senator Bailey. Please read
its title and recogni ze Senat or Bail ey.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Resol ution 1769, by
Senat or Bail ey, nourning the death of
Luci el Bol es-W /| son, distinguished citizen and
menber of her conmunity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Bail ey on the resol ution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

We conme to you with a heavy heart
but a joyous heart to commenorate the |life and
| egacy of Luciel Bowes-WIlson. On Saturday | was
today years old, as they say, to see that her
name was actually pronounced Lucy-el. But we all
called her Lucille. She was Mss Lucille.

She was one of those constituents
who was everybody's constituent. Wether you
represented her in your specific district or not,
she canme to every event. | wonder who her

schedul er was, because she would often be at nore
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events than the elected officials, and she would
be there before we were. And she didn't drive.
She didn't anbul ate pretty well, she wal ked on a
wal ker, but she was able to get anywhere. She
had such a positive spirit, and she was truly a
one-of - a- ki nd indi vi dual .

So, Madam President, we had her
home- goi ng this past Saturday, and usually at
home- goi ngs there's nore crying than | aughing.
There was a |l ot nore |aughter at this one,
because her spirit was so positive.

Mss Lucille would -- she didn't
have a filter, like nany seniors in our
community. And she said what she wanted to when
she want ed how she wanted to, regardl ess of where
she was at. So that nade for sone really
interesting tinmes fromtinme to tine.

But there was one particular tine
that we -- when Senator Fernandez was in the
Assenbly and we did a Thanksgi ving gi veaway, a
dinner at Lexa Bar. | will never forget this.

M ss Lucille conmes there, conmes to the back, and
she asks nme, "Do you want to rap battle?" And
I"mlike, "What?" Then she starts battling. She

starts rappi ng and she starts going on and on,
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and she has the whole crowd there, people --
people -- she had that ability to let you forget
about your troubl es because her vibe was so
positive.

For the record, Madam President,
yes, she beat nme in the battle. And she would
al ways threaten to battle me again, and | said |
didn't want any parts of her.

But she was an advocate for seniors,
advocate for grandparents around the world. She
was an advocate for people with disabilities.
She just -- any cause that needed to be
chanpi oned, M ss Lucille was your chanpion. And
she did so in style. Her favorite col or was
purpl e, and she used to wear these extravagant
hats, all while doing that while using a wal ker.
She had the strength to anbul ate.

And | keep bringing that up, because
there are sone people who don't -- who are
abl e- bodi ed, so to speak, and they don't want to
go anywhere. M ss Lucille nade sure she was
everywhere. She didn't mss a thing.

And the last time | saw her was at
a-- was at a -- was in the mddle of Decenber,

it was at a Christnmas party. And she was stil
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M ss Lucille. Despite, you know, what we now
know about her then-failing health, she never
hesitated to dance, to | augh, to joke.

And she was the unofficial poetess
| aureate of the Bronx. |If she saw you, she'd
make up a poem on the spot about you, using the
|l etters of your nane.

So to Mss Luciel: L is for the
| ove that you gave; U is for how understandi ng
you were; Cis for how courageous you were; | is
for howintelligent you were; E is because you
were everywhere; and L, because of the | egacy you
| eave.

God rest the soul of Mss Luciel
Bowes- W | son.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Fernandez on the resol ution.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And t hank you, Senator Bailey, for
reviving all the nmenories that | have with
M ss Lucille.

She may have been your actual

constituent. But like it was said, she was ny
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constituent. And she was one of mny biggest fans
when | first started in this political world,
coming to ne in her wal ker, in her beautiful hat
and outfit, saying: "l see you. And |I'm going
to be your grandnother, because you need soneone
to pray for you, guide you, and show up for you
And I'"'mgoing to do that."

And she really did that to all of
us. And it was amazi ng, because she was in her
wal ker. First one there, last one out. First
one on the dance floor, first one to rem nd you
of what you just did as a | eader, "Don't forget
this | eader did that one."

She was the biggest cheerl eader for
all of us. And one of the nbst amazi ng nonents
that | renmenber about her, that I'mlike, M God,
this woman has so nmuch tenacity, so much
dedi cation, energy to what she was doi ng that
day.

And it was our District Attorney
Darcel Cark's 5K for donmestic violence. And
show up in my actual like running outfit, because
l"mlike, you know what, | need a workout, |I'm
going to run. And we're going down the

Grand Concourse, and before we start she was
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there, sitting in, you know, the waiting area.

And she's like, "Good to see you
here, Fernandez. You're going to run, right?"
And | was like, "Well, | got ny sneakers on,
yes." And she's like, "Well, nme too. 1'Il be
right behind you." And I'mlike, "In your
wal ker? Really?" And she was |ike, "OF course.
We've got to do this. W've got to show up."

And she ran the Grand Concourse from
161 to | think it was 180th, the |l ast one of this
5K, but she did it -- in her walker and all, her
hat and all, and the spirit still there.

So I"'mgoing to mss her. And |
really thought -- | didn't want to cry, but --
and I"'mnot going to cry. But she really did
| eave a | egacy of what it means to be supportive,
of what it means to care. Show ng up

And, you know, it's said all the
time, half the job is just showing up. And she
did that tenfold. And for all of us in the
Bronx. She has a part of all of our successes.
And | know we're all going to mi ss her.

And to live with her energy every
day, like that's sonething |I'm going to take back

with me. To be like Luciel, be happy that we are
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here today. Be happy that we are together and
wor ki ng, and extend that happi ness to sonmeone who
may not have it.

So God bless her. And rest in
peace. |I'mgoing to mss her very mnuch.

Thank you, Luciel.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Sepul veda on the resol ution.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent, for allowi ng nme to speak about
just an incredible individual, an incredible
human bei ng.

In politics -- 31, 33 years in this
business for me. And you renenber people over
t hose years, but you renenber people especially
t hose who brighten your day, people who you wi sh
you could be like. W saw Luciel at nmany of our
events. As ny colleague just said, first one
there, last one out. And always telling us to
keep working hard. Al ways offering us
encour agi ng wor ds.

And unli ke nost of us in our |ives,
| never heard her utter a negative word about any
i ndi vidual during the tinme that | net her. And I

knew Lucille for many years.
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W mss -- we're nmssing a -- we're
going to mss a wonderful soul. W're going to
m ss soneone that everyone in the Bronx, anyone
who knew her |oved her. W're going to m ss her
extravagant outfits, her beautiful hats, and the
energy. Even during her illness, she was al ways
there. Wen | found out about Luciel's death, |
felt like | lost a fam |y nenber.

And even though she was
Senat or Jamaal Bailey's constituent, the reality
is that she was everyone's constituent in the
Bronx. Everyone |oved her. And the world has
| ost just a wonderful human being, and she will
be sorely m ssed.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
at the request of the various sponsors, all the
resol utions we took up today are open for
cosponsor shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor on the
resol utions, please notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he readi ng of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
110, Senate Print 363, by Senator Thomas, an act
to anend the Personal Property Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 110, voting in the negative:
Senat or Rhoads.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
111, Senate Print 932C, by Senator Persaud, an
act to anend the Ceneral Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
113, Senate Print 7783B, by Senator G anaris, an

act to anmend the General Business Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 113, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Ashby, Borrello, Martins,
Mattera, Ortt, Palunbo, Stec and Tedi sco. Al so
Senat or Hel m ng.

Ayes, 53. Nays, 9.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
114, Senate Print 492B, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the Public Authorities Law

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
116, Senate Print 1242A, by Senator Fel der, an
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act to anmend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of April.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 116, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Ashby, Borrello, Gllivan,
Giffo, Helmng, Krueger, O Mara, Ott, Stec and
Vi k.

Ayes, 52. Nays, 10.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
117, Senate Print 1361A, by Senator Kennedy, an
act to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
119, Senate Print 177, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anend the Banki ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 119, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, @Gllivan, Giffo,

Hel mi ng, Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Stec
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and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 52. Nays, 10.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
121, Senate Print 1065, by Senator Mayer, an act
to anend the Banki ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 121, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Giffo, OQoberacker, O Mara,
Pal unbo, Stec and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 8.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
124, Senate Print Nunber 2601A, by
Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to anmend the
Banki ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Hoyl man- Si gal to explain his vote.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- SI GAL: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to thank ny coll eagues for
their support of this legislation and our
Majority Leader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for this
package which is nmeant to stop the
ni ckel -and-di m ng of so many New Yorkers. Each
and every one of these bills goes to that
probl em

This bill would prevent banks,
heal th clubs, the DW, or anyone el se fromtaking

nmoney out of the pockets of New Yorkers w thout
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t hem even know ng.

Qur bill would prevent banks from
i mposing fees on the use of electronic benefit
transfer cards, EBTs, issued by the state or
ot her governnent agencies that is part of this
package.

Anmong the many striking and stark
scenes we saw during the pandemi c in the spring
and sunmmer of 2020 were the hundreds of
New Yorkers lined up on streets in M dtown
Manhattan every day, waiting in line to use a
Key Bank ATM nachi ne.

Key Bank, which at that tine of the
pandem ¢ had a contract with the state to provide
debit cards for unenpl oynment insurance and ot her
state benefits, had just one location in New York
City. Because Key Bank charged a $1.50 fee to
wi t hdraw from any non-network ATM hundreds of
New Yor kers descended on this one M dtown
| ocation every day to access their state
assi stance w thout fees.

W wote a letter to Key Bank asking
themto waive those fees, to relieve New Yorkers
fromthis nuisance at the time of the crisis.

And weeks later, we introduced this |egislation.
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|"mglad that the New York State
Depart ment of Labor has al ready noved since 2023
to transition to a new debit card provider for
unenpl oynment i nsurance, which appears to have
nore locations in the city for no-fee
wi t hdrawal s.

Regardl ess, we can't rely on
contractors and big banks to protect consumers
from nui sance fees. This |egislation, which
many of you voted for today, will help prevent
t hat novi ng forward.

| vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Hoyl man- Sigal to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 124, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Lanza,
Martins, Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott, Stec,
Tedi sco, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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198, Assenbly Bill Number 8530, by
Assenbl ynmenber Magnarelli, an act to anmend the
Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's pl ease
nove on to the controversial cal endar now.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
114, Senate Print 492B, by Senator Conrie, an act

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

633

to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent, |
bel i eve there's an amendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Martins.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent
accordingly, | appeal the ruling of the chair and
ask that Senator Martins be heard on the appeal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or Martins nmay be heard.

Senator Martins.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to appeal the ruling of the
chair. The proposed amendnment is germane to the
bill at hand because both the bill at hand,

Madam Presi dent, and the proposed anendnent
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relate to consequences for violating the |aw.

Madam President, | think we all have
seen recently videos of mgrants who are here in
New York City attacking New York City police
officers in Tines Square. |In sone instances,
kicking themin the head, interfering with their
enforcement of our |aws.

And, Madam President, | can't see or
think of a certain -- of any place in the world
where soneone who is not in that country
lawfully -- visiting, a tourist or otherw se --
woul d be permtted to attack | aw enforcenent
officials wantonly and yet face no consequence.

You know, all of us in this chanber,
we shoul d be outraged. W have a |ong and proud
tradition of respecting and proactively
supporting those who keep us safe in | aw
enf orcement .

We al so have a very long tradition
of supporting immgrants. As the son of
i mm grants nysel f, Madam President, | can tel
you firsthand what that |ooks |ike, the journey
that that is, and how inportant that is, and that
we continue to enbrace all cultures. And we

spoke about that just earlier today when we were
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di scussing resolutions. Al cultures.

But when there are attacks on | aw
enforcenment and there are no consequences, the
nmessage that that sends to every | aw abi di ng
citizen, resident of our state, is something that
we should all take very, very seriously.

Not to nention, Madam President, the
nmessage that was sent by those who commtted
those crinmes as they were | eaving, to every
| aw abi di ng resident and citizen of this state.
| think we're all very much aware of that.

And it's a call to action of
everyone in this chanmber that we can and shoul d
do better.

We heard just a few nonents ago a
concern about safety in our communities, and that
we have conmunities within our districts that
feel unsafe. Well, this is why, Madam President.
And this amendnment will allow us the opportunity
to stop tal king about it and actually do
somet hi ng about it.

The fact that these defendants were
rel eased to their own recogni zance, the fact that
there was no bail set, and that the fact that

nost if not all of them have al ready absconded,
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shoul d be a concern for everyone in this chanber.
Because we're called upon to do somet hi ng about
that and to enforce the rule of |aw

It's not just in New York City.

It's in Western New York. It's in other urban
areas. It's in our comunities. And we should
all be aware of it.

Qur judges and our district
attorneys, Madam President, deserve the tools
they need to keep our communities safe. There
nmust be statew de standards set to ensure that
any mgrant who assaults a first responder
remai ns i n custody pendi ng prosecution.

And then, yes, after they've served
their tinme, after they' ve paid their service to
the community for breaking our |aws wantonly,
yes, then, as the Governor has suggested, yes,

t hey shoul d be deported.

But first they owe a debt to society
for having assaulted our |aw enforcenent
officials here in New York

We sinply cannot risk the chance of
t hese violent of fenders harm ng anyone else in
our comrunities or noving into entirely different

conmuni ti es. It is a disservice to all of our
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resi dents.

And you know, Madam Presi dent,
hear words |i ke xenophobia, that we should all be
concerned. And let nme be clear. | don't nake
t hi s anendnent because of the background of the
peopl e who commtted these crinmes. | don't care
who they are. | don't care what their background
is, | don't care what their race is, | don't care
what their religionis, | don't care what their
ethnicity is.

They committed these acts in broad
dayl i ght agai nst |aw enforcenment officials, in
Times Square, in the center of our city, and they
were rel eased by a district attorney who should
have been fired years ago, and is still in
office -- and that's a travesty. W have an
opportunity in this chanber to do sonethi ng about
it.

For that reason, Madam President,
strongly urge you to reconsider your ruling.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the

ruling of the chair.
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Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: A show
of hands has been requested.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
can we please restore this bill to the
noncontroversi al cal endar by agreenent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar 114, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o, Helmng, Mirray,
O Mwara and Pal unbo.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until tonorrow, Wdnesday, February 7th
at 11: 00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Wednesday, February 7th, at 11:00 a. m

(Wher eupon, at 4:38 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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