© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

530

NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

February 5, 2024
3:10 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR JEREMY A. COONEY, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and

recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: I'd like
to invite the Reverend Dr. Sabu Varghese, of the
India Christian Assenbly in Levittown, New York
to deliver today's invocation.

Past or .

REVEREND DR. VARGHESE: Let us
pray.

Qur Father who art in heaven,
hal | owed be Thy nane. Your kingdom cone, Your
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

As we gat her here today, we ask that
You gi ve our | awrakers here wi sdom from above for
the doing of Your will, so that this state nay
shine with justice, righteousness and peace.

As we read in Romans 13:1, everyone
must submit hinself to the governing authorities,
for there is no authority except which God

has established. The authorities that exist have
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been established by God.

We acknow edge that Your divine
authority reigns over our governnent and its
people. W pray that these servants of Yours
will be united in their decisions and al ways have
the good of the citizens at the forefront of
their mnds. May Your people be blessed by their
service to them

We thank You for |ending Your ears
to our prayers, because we have asked these
things in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Savior. Anen.

(Response of "Amen.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Sunday,
February 4, 2024, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday,

February 3, 2024, was read and approved. On
notion, the Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Senator O Mara
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8567 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8081, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 63.

Senat or Rivera noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 8522 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 8056, Third Readi ng Cal endar 191.

Senat or Cl eare noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 8604 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 8063, Third Readi ng Cal endar 193.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: So
or der ed.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.

Let's begin by taking up the reading
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of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 63,
Assenbly Print Nunber 8567, by Assenbl ynenber
Pal mesano, an act to anend a chapter of the Laws
of 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
191, Assenbly Bill Number 8522, by
Assenbl ymenber Paulin, an act to amend a chapter
of the Laws of 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
193, Assenbly Bill Number 8604, by
Assenbl ynmenber C ark, an act to anend the
Judi ci ary Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
194, Senate Print 8067, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
197, Senate Print 8074, by Senator Krueger, an
act to amend the Ceneral Construction Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 197, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Giffo, Helmng, Lanza,

Mattera, beracker, Ott, Stec, Tedi sco and Wi k.
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Ayes, 43. Nays, 9.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
204, Senate Print 3385A, by Senator Brisport, an
act to establish a task force on educator
diversity in New York State.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
258, Senate Print 1032, by Senator Jackson, an
act to anend the Arts and Cultural Affairs Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Jackson to explain his vote.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you.

My col |l eagues, | stand in front of

you today to advocate for this bill that enhances
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the m ssion of the Ami stad Conm ssion. The bill
nunber is 1032. It was established by the

Legi slature in 2005, the comm ssion's role to be
pivotal in integrating the history of chatte
slavery into our state curricul um

Despite its initial placenment within
the State Departnment, a 2016 report recommended a
strategic shift, proposing its integration into
the State Education Departnent, a nove aligning
nore closely with its educational objectives.

Named after the historic 1839
Am stad uprising | ed by enslaved Africans on a
Spani sh vessel, the conm ssion enbodies a story
of courage and justice. This uprising, which
remarkably led to their liberation by the U S.
Suprene Court, stands as a synbol of resistance
and rights.

In times when influential figures
and groups attenpt to underplay the significance
of Black history, the necessity to anplify this
fundanment al aspect of our past becones even nore
pressing. It's a critical nonent to reexani ne
and bol ster the conm ssion's mandat e.

My bill, S1032, advocates for a

| ogi cal and wi dely endorsed shift of the
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Am st ad Comm ssi on under the Departnent of
Education purview. And this nove not only
enhances its effectiveness, but also aligns with
our commtnent to educate the next generation
about the harrow ng history and enduring i npact
of slavery upon system c racism

So | call upon ny colleagues to
support this pivotal |egislation. Let us heed
the tineless warning: "Those who do not |earn
hi story are doonmed to repeat it." In unity,
let's collectively ensure our educational system
beconmes a powerful tool for |earning.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Jackson to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
261, Senate Print 1192, by Senator Persaud, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 261, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Hel m ng, Lanza, Oberacker and Ott.

Ayes, 52. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
264, Senate Print 1988, by Senator Jackson, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Jackson to explain his vote.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,
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M. President.

My col | eagues, | stand before you
today to advocate for Bill 1988, a nmeasure |'m
proud to sponsor.

In the diverse | andscape of
New York's public schools, New York faces a
teacher diversity problem In public schools
across New York the nunmber of mnority students
significantly exceeds half the total student
popul ation, especially in central urban
districts, where nine out of ten students are not
whi t e.

Bei ng a teacher from an
underrepresented racial or ethnic group can
isolate, nmaking it challenging for performance
regarding the job effectively.

However, the percentage of educators
of color has remai ned stagnant, despite a grow ng
body of research denonstrating that a diverse
t eacher workforce has a positive inpact on the
entire student body.

Thi s i nbal ance not only places an
undue burden on these educators, who becone
i nadvertent role nodels and nentors for students

of color, but also leads to a feeling of
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al i enati on anong their peers.

Bill 1988 is a step toward
rectifying this inbalance. Its aimis to provide
resources for nentorship and networking
opportunities for underrepresented teachers,
enabling themto share best practices and
experi ences.

It directs NYSED, the New York State
Educati on Departnment, to organi ze annual
statewi de and five regi onal conventions for
underrepresented teachers. By doing so, we are
al l ocating resources to enhance the support
network for these teachers, ultimtely inproving
t he education provided to the diverse children of
New York State.

So let's pave the way for greater
diversity in New York State's educational system
and | hope you will join ne in voting aye on this
bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Jackson to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President.

|"mvery pleased to support this
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package of bills that are pronoting recruitnment
and retention of underrepresented teachers.

| had the opportunity last year to
visit a school in ny district that has about --
really, 99 percent of the students are Bl ack or
brown. And I went fromclass to class, and the
teachers were working hard to engage the
students. And the students were nostly paying
attention.

But then we went into a classroom
that was taught by a young Bl ack teacher who
literally had the kids in the pal mof her hand.
They -- they were so excited and wanted to answer
every question. They were falling all over
t hensel ves to answer her questions.

And it was nostly because she was a
very gifted teacher, but it was also clearly
because she | ooked |ike them and they could
i mgi ne being |ike her soneday.

And it made nme realize not just how
important it is for kids to have rol e nodel s that
they can identify with in their classroons, but
how | onely the job of that teacher must have
been.

And so this -- this effort to bring
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teachers together all across the state so that
t hey can support each other and hel p each ot her,
recruit additional people who |ook Iike them --
this is areally inportant effort for the
teachers as well as for the students.

So | am proud to vote aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 264, voting in the negative:
Senat or Lanza.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
271, Senate Print 3408, by Senator Parker, an act
to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Parker to explain his vote.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,
M. President.

We know t hat education is not sinply
a key to open up the door of opportunity, but is
a sl edgehamrer to knock that door of opportunity
down. So |I'm happy to support this package and
want to thank the |eadership for bringing this
package of bills that actually addresses the
i ssues around diversity and equity and incl usion,
and by retaining teachers that in fact fit the
nodel of not just |ooking like the people in the
cl assroom but al so providing a cul tural
conpet ency that those students need in order for
themto best |earn

This bill comng to the floor is a
testanent to the idea that the slow and the
steady win the race. | was a cosponsor of this
bill with now Congressman but at the tine
Assenbl yman Espaillat back in 2005, when | first
started in this body the Denocratic Task Force on
New Americans. And the idea is to create a space

in which inclusion was a necessity.
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When you | ook at some schoo
districts, especially in places |ike Queens, when
you have literally schools where |ike 50, 60,

70 | anguages -- nore than that, okay, 90, 100

| anguages bei ng spoken in school districts and in
i ndi vi dual schools, this bill is really necessary
because it provides the kind of economc
incentive and boost that teachers need in order
to make sure that bilingual teachers are
avai |l abl e in our schools.

We nust continue to push to nake
sure that we create every opportunity for our
young people to be educated, because they are the
future, and the better we educate them the
better our society will be going forward.

| vote aye and encourage ny
col | eagues to vote aye as well.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Parker to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 271, voting in the negative:
Senat or Cber acker.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
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i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATCR G ANARI S: I n that case,
let's nove to the reading of the controversial
cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
194, Senate Print 8067, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Parks, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, |
bel i eve there's an amendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Hel m ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,
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M. President, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that Senator Hel m ng be heard on the
appeal .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or Hel m ng nmay be heard.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

M. President.

M. President, the proposed
anmendnent is clearly germane as both the
amendnent and the bill before this chanber
recogni ze the significant service and sacrifice
of our veterans and propose elimnating fees for
vet er ans.

The bill before the chanber woul d
all ow veterans and Gold Star famlies to visit
public canpsites, parks and other places of
recreation free of charge. This is a fantastic
proposal that | whol eheartedly support.

Veterans and their famlies nmake
tremendous sacrifices to serve our country, and
this bill is just the beginning of the steps this
body shoul d take to acknow edge their sacrifice.

| " m proposi ng an anmendnment t hat

woul d further acknow edge our state's veterans
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and provide another small benefit in return for
their great sacrifice. This anendnent, based on
Senate Bill 3205, would elimnate sporting
license fees for honorably di scharged veterans
with a 40 percent or greater service-connected
di sability.

Hunting, fishing and trapping are a
way of life for many New Yorkers and offer
residents the opportunity to experience our
nat ural beauty and the abundance of our great
state. In addition, these outdoor activities
have been shown to inprove nental health and to
hel p our veterans cope with posttraumatic stress
di sorder.

A study by the United States
Department of Veterans Affairs found that roughly
7 percent of veterans will experience PTSD. Even
nore staggering, 29 percent of the veterans of
the wars in Iraq and Afghani stan will experience
PTSD in their lifetine. |In nmany cases PTSD can
lead to a disability determ nation for veterans
returning to civilian life.

This is a rem nder for this body we
shoul d take every step possible to provide

outlets and opportunities for veterans suffering
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fromservice-related disabilities, to inprove
their nental health and take advantage of the
many recreational opportunities throughout our
st at e.

This is exactly what ny proposed
amendnent woul d acconplish by renoving the
financial barrier that stands in the way for nany
vet erans hoping to pursue hunting, fishing or
t rappi ng.

For these reasons, M. President, |
strongly urge you to reconsider your ruling.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Hel m ng.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCR LANZA:  Show of hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

551

ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
204, Senate Print 3385A, by Senator Brisport, an
act to establish a task force on educator
diversity in New York State.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, |
bel i eve there's an amendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Tedi sco.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
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you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

M. President, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that Senator Tedi sco be recognized to be
heard on the appeal .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or Tedi sco nmay be heard.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,

M. President.

As | rise to appeal the ruling of
the chair, it's clear the proposed anmendnent is
germane to the bill at hand because the bill at
hand creates an educational task force, which the
anmendnent | have brought today al so creates.

This task force is centered on the
i npact of pandemi c |earning | oss on our children.
The pandem c forced children out of classroom and
onto iPads. It put extra burdens on teachers,
who had to cone up with every avenue possible to
educat e students, many of whom were not engaged

with their schooling as they woul d have been in a
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cl assroom envi ronnment .

It increased pressure on parents,
forcing themto take on the role of substitute
teacher. It put nmasks on toddlers learning to
speak.

The setback this has created for
children of all ages is still unknown. W do
know t hat many children, especially children of
col or, are behind the curve on the very basics of
education. Math and readi ng scores are down, and
we're losing a generation of talented students
and ki ds.

We nust take the steps necessary to
identify how big the problemis and what we are,
as a state, going to do to help those kids back
on track. Instead of cutting noney for schools,
as the Governor is proposing, we should put noney
back into the budget and hel p these kids nove
forward. This is a start with that, creating a
task force to help them hel p us nove them
forward

For these reasons, | strongly urge
you to reconsider your ruling.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank

you, Senat or.
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| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATCOR LANZA: Show of hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, why
do you rise?

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, M. President. | was wondering if the
sponsor would yield for a few questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
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Thank you.

Through you, M. President, I'd |ike
to know if the term"educators” is defined in
this bill.

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Thr ough you,

M. President, "educators" is self-explanatory.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Through you, M. President, will the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
WIIl the task force be permtted -- and will it
be within the scope of the task force -- to | ook
at adm nistrators in addition to educators?

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Thr ough you,

M. President, the task force is referred to as a
task force on educator diversity.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Through you, M. President, will the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does t he
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you.

WIl this bill be limted to
educators in grades K through 12, or will it also
apply to coll eges and universities?

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Thr ough you,

M. President, this bill does not put
stipulations on the grade |evels.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
W1 the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: I n
I ight of what has gone on at CUNY with the senior
| eadership, I'd like to know if the sponsor is
aware of the Jew sh representation on the CUNY
seni or | eadershi p board.

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Thr ough you,
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M. President, | don't have that in front of ne.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
W1l the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: So
just last spring it was revealed that the two
Jewi sh remai ni ng nenbers on CUNY's board were
resigning or renoved, |eaving no Jew sh nenbers
on the 80-nenber | eadership board.

And I'"'mwondering if this task force
coul d evaluate the representation of groups like
Jewi sh educators in the confines of their task
force.

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Thr ough you,

M. President, this task force exam nes a
conprehensi ve study on the presence of educator
diversity, state actions taken to pronote
educat or diversity, and how New York State can
encourage new initiatives to enhance or pronote
educat or diversity.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
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WI1l the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: So
is it the sponsor's position, then, that Jew sh
educators are not considered in the concept of
di versity?

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Thr ough you,

M. President. No, | did not say that.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
W1 the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: l's
the task force permtted to | ook at the
representation of Jewi sh educators in the scope
of their task force?

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Thr ough you,

M. President, there is nothing that prevents the
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task force fromexamning that in the bill.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you.

On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick on the bill.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: I n
light of what's gone on since the attack on
October 7th -- and in recent nonths we've seen an
escalation in antisemtic activity, and we have
to address it at the basic |evel of our
educational system because the students are
getting their cues and their guidance from
educators and adm ni strators.

This task force is | ooking at
diversity representation. And | submt to this
body that we should be | ooking at the
representation of Jewi sh representatives in our
educational systemin order to deal with the
antisemtic problemthat we are faced wth.

So this bill is certainly well on
the right path to addressing issues, but | think
it could be expanded so that we address the other
i ssues that we know that we're facing.

Thank you. | will be voting aye.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
now cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Mayer to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
M. President. | appreciate the opportunity.

And t hank you to Senator Brisport

and ny col | eagues for voting for this bill.

And | just feel it's necessary to
rem nd ny colleagues -- and | appreciate the
conversation that you had -- that we're not in a

zero-sum i ssue here about diversity and equity.
| obviously share ny col |l eague's

great concern about issues regarding Jew sh

educators and Jew sh students, particularly in

higher ed. And I"'msure I'll be working with our
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chair of H gher Ed on these issues as they
continue to be real challenges throughout our
state and the nation.

But at the sane tinme, that doesn't
mean that it isn't appropriate to have a task
force on educator diversity. As someone who's
travel ed around our K through 12 school s
t hroughout the state, we know t he inportance, as
Senat or Brisport nentioned, of having a diverse
educator pipeline. And in fact the teachers
uni on has endorsed a pipeline as well, because
this is an effective way for us to reach a
growi ngly diverse body of students.

So it's not one versus the other.
Qur job here is to advance equity, equality,
opportunity and education for all. And I'm
confident we can do that.

"1l be voting aye and encourage ny
col | eagues to do the sane.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Mayer to record her vote in the affirmative.

Senator Bailey to explain his vote.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President.

Agai n, thank you, Senator Brisport,
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for this legislation. Senator
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick certainly illum nated sone
i mportant topics.

But if you can't see it, you can't
be it. | went to public schools ny entire life,
and the first time | had a Black nmal e teacher, |
was a junior in high school

So if we're tal king about diversity
and tal king about people that live within certain
comunities -- and again, it's inportant to make
sure that all conmunities can see individuals
that |1 ook |ike themand sound |ike them and where
they're from

To do that, | just want to make sure
that we illum nate that fact and show t hat,
agai n, you know, a public school systemin a
maj ority Bl ack nei ghborhood where | went to
school, | did not have a Black male teacher until
| was a junior in high school

So prograns like this are critically
inmportant to pronote in STEMand try to trigger
diversity. And diversity is not nonolithic by
any stretch of the imagination, but diversity is
critically inportant.

And for those reasons |I'll be voting
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aye, M. President. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Bailey to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 204, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Lanza, Oberacker, O Mara
and Ott.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adjourn until tonorrow, Tuesday, February 6th, at
3:00 p.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, February 6th, at 3:00 p.m

(Wher eupon, at 3:39 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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