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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
monment of silent reflection and/ or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Sunday,
January 21, 2024, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday,
January 20, 2024, was read and approved. On
notion, the Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we take up the reading of the cal endar,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 76,
Senate Print 158D, by Senator Krueger, an act to
amend t he General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect July 1, 2025.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 79,
Senate Print 1003A, by Senator Hi nchey, an act to
amend the Public Health Law and the |nsurance
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This
act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hi nchey to explain her vote.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,
M. President.

It's been over a year since Roe v.
Wade was overturned, and one of the things | know
so many of us in this chanber are incredibly
proud of is the fact that we have continued to
provi de heal thcare, including reproductive
heal t hcare, to people who need it across our
st at e.

And yet in many comunities,

especially in rural communities, we are seeing
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heal t hcare networks and hospitals deny care for
fol ks based on policy-based excl usions, including
reproductive care, gender-affirmng care, and
end-of-life care.

In rural comunities where we're
already -- in rural communities and nmarginalized
comunities where we already see a | ack of access
to healthcare, this bill will nmake it so that we
can clearly identify healthcare deserts, ensuring
that we can not only bring in the additional care
t hat peopl e deserve, but also ensure that those
institutions that are | ooking to close, whether
that's the maternity care in Colunbia County that
closed in 2019 or the Troy Burdett Birthing
Center that is on the chopping block right now in
Troy that serves nuch of my district in northern
Col unmbi a County, sonme of the only maternal care
inthe region -- this bill will ensure not only
that we provide the resources and the
understanding to bring nore healthcare services
to the communities that need it.

And so | thank the Majority Leader
for bringing this package to the fl oor.

We have so nmuch nore work to do here

in New York to make sure that every single
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person, regardless of their income, their
background, or where they live, have access to
the healthcare that they need. And |I'mproud to
vote aye on this bill.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hi nchey to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 79, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Felder, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Miurray, O Mara,
Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Wber and
Wi k. Also Senator Tedi sco.

Ayes, 36. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 83,
Senate Print 348C, by Senator Cleare, an act to
amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 83, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Felder, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Miurray, O Mara,
Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Cl eare
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Wnen's | ssues, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 2656 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bill 201,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 95.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 95,
Assenbly Bill 2656, by Assenbl ynenber Wal ker, an
act to anmend the |Insurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 96,
Senate Print 2039B, by Senator Brouk, an act to
amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Brouk to explain her vote.

SENATOR BROUK: Thank you,

M. President.

And | want to thank our Majority
Leader and the State Senate for bringing this
bill again to pass this year.

So one of the things that | talk a
| ot about is the maternal nortality crisis and
the fact that it's getting worse and worse here
in New York State.

One of the things that we need to
understand is that one of the nost common
pregnancy conplications you see are naternal
mental health conditions. One in five birthing
peopl e are affected by one of these conditions.

And as with so many things in our
heal t hcare systens, we see that once again Bl ack
wonen are di sproportionately inpacted, in that we
are twice as likely to suffer fromone of these
mental health conditions, but half as likely to
get the care that we need.

And so what this bill will help do

is make sure that that the first nmoment of being
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able to detect and di agnose a maternal mnental
heal th depression specifically, is usually
t hrough a questionnaire. And what this will do
is widen the opportunities for a provider to
of fer that questionnaire, including well child
visits.

Because | know what is true for
many, many parents, that we often put the
wel | ness and health of our children ahead of our
own even when we are in need. And so by offering
t hese questionnaires and the ability to diagnose
someone who m ght be suffering froma naterna
mental health condition, we're actually going to
make sure that nore birthing people, nore nothers
postpartum are able to get not just the diagnosis
but the treatment that they deserve. And that we
know wi || al so nean heal thier infants and
children as well.

So again, | thank this body for
under st andi ng the inportance of addressing
mat ernal nental health in this way and proudly
vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Brouk to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Ranps to explain her vote.
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SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
M. President.

You know, it's the 51st anniversary
of Roe v. Wade today. And |I couldn't be prouder
to be part of a legislature that not only
codified Roe v. Wade, but has really ensured that
we are boldly a pro-choice state.

Now t hat we're taken such bold
action to protect the right to choose, we should
reframe how we think about reproductive justice.
It's about nore than naking abortion safe and
accessible, it's about providing security,
dignity and care at every stage of a person's
reproductive journey. |It's about making
pregnanci es and births safe, especially for wonen
of color, who have worse outcones.

And | want to especially thank
Senat or Brouk and all of the other legislators --
all of whom | believe are wonen -- who are
passing bills today to really take care of
not hers, of nothers-in-waiting.

We know t hat depression actually
does have root causes, and nore often than not
poverty is a big reason why wonen grow sad and

sadder by the day as they continue to worry about
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how to provide for their child. And actually
this session Senator Brouk and | have been
working on a bill called MLC, Mthers and

| nffants Lasting Change, which would be a nonthly
al | omance for women who are nenbers of househol ds
earning |l ess than $39, 000 a year, who would
receive a nonthly stipend as they are waiting to
become nothers and within the first 18 nonths of
achild s -- of achild s life.

So this is one of the many neasures
that we'll be fighting for in the budget, and |I'm
very proud that under our Majority Leader, Andrea
St ewart - Cousins, we continue to push forward and
make sure that New York is a | eading state for
not hers and chil dren.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ranos to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 97,
Senate Print 3219A, by Senator Cleare, an act to
amend the Public Health Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Cleare to explain her vote.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,

M. President.

And | too want to thank our
Majority Leader for her sensitivity and the
i ncl usi veness of these very inportant bills today
that are going to affect birth outconmes and
mat ernal health in wonmen and particul arly wonen
of col or.

| have three bills in this package
today. |'mvery happy that the first bill would
ensure those who are pregnant can access
conprehensi ve health insurance i nmediately,
wi thout fees or penalties. It is very inportant
for our children to have a healthy start if their

not hers are being taken care of while they're
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pr egnant .

And al so the second, which deals
wi th our reproductive freedomand equity grant
program and it ensures that organi zations that
provi de worren's heal t hcare, including abortion,
and fully support and fulfill their mssionin a
post - Dobbs world. W have to make sure that we
secure that right.

And this bill that we are | ooking at
right now, which is a bill that would increase
awar eness and outreach, particularly to
vul nerabl e popul ati ons such as Bl ack wonen,
concerning uterine fibroids. So that nore people
will know the synptonms and seek a tinely
di agnosi s and course of treatnent.

These bills, in conbination with al
the bills that have been brought forth here
today, will ensure that mllions of wonen are
protected, supported and enpowered. And |
proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Cleare to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 98,
Senate Print 3529A, by Senator Fernandez, an act
to amend the General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect twelve nonths after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Fernandez to explain her vote.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you,

M. President.

| too want to thank this body for
supporting this piece of legislation that takes a
very preventative measure to making sure that
wonen's reproductive health is safe and conti nues
to be safe. PFAS is a chem cal that
unfortunately is in nmany of our daily products
that we use. And when it conmes to fem nine
hygi ene and the pads and tanpons that we use,

t hese are products that are very close to our
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bodi es, and they have | ong-Ilasting harm

So this bill would prevent that
product, that chemical, frombeing in our
nmenstrual care products to prevent any
reproductive harm And when we | ook at wonen's
experience and choices in life, we want themto
be fully healthy before making that ultinate
decision to carry a child. W want their
reproductive organs to be taken care of and
heal t hy and not harmed by unneeded chem cal s.

So | thank this body for supporting
this bill, for caring about our reproductive
organs and preventing PFAS from being in our
nmenstrual products.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Fernandez to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Webb noves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on

Wnen's |ssues, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 5576 and
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substitute it for the identical Senate Bill 3610,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 99.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 99,
Assenbly Bill 5576, by Assenblymenber Sillitti,
an act to anmend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Webb to explain her vote.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,

M. President. | rise to explain ny vote.

You know, | would be remiss in this
nmonment again if | didn't join in the sentinents
t hat have been shared thus far and expressing ny
gratitude and appreciation to Senate Majority

Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins for advancing this
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very conprehensive and inportant first step -- or
continuation of steps, rather, in addressing
reproductive and maternal health outcones here in
New Yor k.

And so this legislation seeks to
provide information to increase transparency as
it relates to the racial disparities of pregnancy
and birth outcomes by expandi ng upon an exi sting
law that is ained at presenting inportant
information to prospective nothers.

Prior to serving in the Senate,
had the opportunity to serve on a statew de task
force that | ooked at racial and ethnic
disparities in healthcare. And to no surprise by
many of us -- but still a call to action -- there
are still significant health disparities as
pertains to race and al so soci oeconom ¢ status
when it cones to these issues.

And yet we have an opportunity to do
somet hing about it, and also an obligation. And
with this legislation, it lifts up this evidence
about how expectant nothers and birthing people
in BIPOCC and rural conmunities are often
presented with limted options for prenatal care

and childbirth. And we need to provide
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information to expectant nothers that will help
them to nake informed deci sions.

Statistics have denonstrated that
Bl ack woman are at | east three tines nore |ikely
to die frompregnancy and birth-rel at ed
conplications and are 50 percent nore likely to
suffer severe pregnancy and birth conplications.
Thi s doesn't happen just out of nowhere. There
are policies and practices that institute this.

And so this legislation will enpower
wonen with the information they need to nmake
i nformed deci sions about their care and the care
of their infants.

Current |aw requires hospitals and
birth centers to distribute informational
| eafl ets that include information on statistics
related to maternal procedures performed at the
hospital or birth center, to nmaternity patients
before they are admitted. The information nust
i nclude birth-rel ated events and procedures such
as vaginal or cesarian births, use of forceps or
vacuum i nductions, vaginal births after prior
cesarians, and other vital statistics.

This | egislation would expand t he

i nformation about the facility so that way
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patients are making nore informed decisions.

And again, | want to thank the
Majority Leader and all of ny coll eagues today
for the legislation that they have advanced. And
| proudly vote aye, and | encourage ny coll eagues
to do the sane.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Webb to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
100, Senate Print 5991A, by Senator Persaud, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
101, Senate Print 5992A, by Senator Persaud, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
102, Senate Print 7700A, by Senator Wbb, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect April 1, 2025.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Webb to explain her vote.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,

M. President. | rise again to explain ny vote.

This |l egislation takes into account
di fferent resources we have at our disposal that
can also help to address nmaternal health
outcones. This specifically focuses on the
ability for patients to use an app.

And so in a district |ike mne where
we have noticeable rates of |ow birth weight and
premature births, along with elevated | evel s of
neonatal withdrawals and infant nortality, such
out cones have often been seen anong those with
| oner rates of health literacy, which is a hurdle
that is especially clear for first-time nons.
Those who are under the best circunstances, they
al so are often facing know edge gaps. And so
this legislation would allow for Medicaid
patients to utilize an app that would all ow t hem

to close sonme of those awareness gaps.
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So this legislation does several
things. Not only does it provide opportunities
for nmore awareness and information, but also
resources that can help to decrease poor outcones
for infants and nothers. Through the creation of
a consolidated pregnancy app, we'll be able to
provi de New York-specific expert-backed
information to all Medicaid recipients to support
themin their prenatal, pregnancy and postpartum
servi ces.

This will allow individuals to have
a one-stop shop of information fromthe
Department of Health and ot her state agency
progranms in order to receive vetted best
practices, find the closest providers, and access
supportive care.

We know t hat even these sinple
i nterventions can have neani ngful and
| ong-lasting inpacts. There are other states
t hat have inplenented this particular resource,
such as M chi gan, which again helps to raise
awar eness and hel ps to i nprove mat ernal outcones.

| amvery proud to sponsor this
| egislation that will enpower rural and

| ow-i ncomre wonen eligible for Medicaid with
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access to a nobile app to ensure access to
prenatal and postpartum obstetric care.

And again, | want to thank the
Majority Leader for supporting this |egislation.

| proudly vote aye, and | encourage
any col |l eagues to do the sane. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Webb to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
103, Senate Print 7702A, by Senator \Wbb, an act
to require the Departnent of Health to convene a
mat er nal heal t hcare and birthing standards
wor kgr oup.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Webb to explain her vote.
SENATOR V\EBB: Back for one | ast

tinme.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR V\EBB: At | east during
this -- this session today.

You know, one of the things | wanted
to remark is that, you know, the |egislation
that's before all of us today that we' ve been
voting on, that yes, this is legislation that's
been advanced by wornen | egislators in our
chanber. But | want it to be very clear that the
responsi bility of reproductive and nater nal
heal t hcare does not solely fall upon the
shoul ders of wonen legislators. It is our
collective responsibility in this regard.

And so again, | want to thank the
Senate Majority Leader for not only recogni zing
this but also for bringing this inmportant package
of legislation to the floor.

And so with this particular bill, it
will allow for a conprehensive and holistic
approach to address the maternal and infant

nortality crisis by directing the Departnent of
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Heal t h, the comm ssioner, to convene a workgroup
of stakeholders to holistically review maternal
heal th and birthing standards.

So when you hear statistics such as
three tines as likely to die, hundreds of
t housands of people or children being born with
| ow birth weights, what does that nean? How do
we begin to wap our arnms around what's happeni ng
in our state? In a state with as many resources
as we have, we can and shoul d be inproving
mat ernal health outcomes. And that's why this
work is critical.

This workgroup will be | ooking at
not only the data but also trying to exam ne best
practices, recommendations that can truly help to
i nprove birth outcomes and reproductive care for
al |l New Yorkers.

And so Governor Hochul recently
announced a new proposal to address conponents of
the maternal and infant nortality crisis,
i ncluding access to care, maternal nental health,
and the unnecessary use of C-sections in the
bi rthi ng process.

This even goes up to the federal

| evel , because the Biden adm nistration in June
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of 2022 rel eased a blueprint for addressing the
maternal health crisis which drew attention to
the increased need for wonmen to be supported as
active participants in their care throughout and
after pregnancy, and as reflected in the
"mommi bus" federal |egislative package
cosponsored by the Congressional Bl ack Maternal
Heal t h Caucus.

So with that being said, this
| egi sl ation takes into account all of those
conversations and | egislative proposals. And now
fromour respective chanbers we are taking it to
t he next stages. And so again, this workgroup
conpl ements all of these things and will ensure a
conprehensi ve and t houghtful review of maternal
care to ensure that birthing people in New York
are receiving the highest standards of care.

Thank you, M. President. | proudly
vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Webb to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |

i s passed.
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Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to adjourn
until tonorrow, Tuesday, January 23rd, at
3:00 p.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, January 23rd, at 3:00 p.m

(Wher eupon, at 4:11 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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