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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone to please rise and
recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Today we
are joined by Rabbi Shrmuel Gancz, of Congregation
Chabad Jewi sh Center of Suffern in Suffern

New York, and he will deliver today's invocation.
Rabbi .
RABBI GANCZ: "1l give sone

charity before | begin.

Al m ghty God, |ook favorably upon
the Senate of the State of New York. Bless these
i ndi vidual s el ected by the people in whomfaith
and confidence have been placed to legislate | aws
maki ng decisions that will affect |lives of the
citizens of our great state. Let themrecognize
that this is not only a great honor and a civic
responsi bility, but a holy endeavor as well.

The Jewi sh tradition tells of seven
uni versal laws given to manki nd by God, through

Noah, of which instructs us to create a peaceful
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and noral society governed by | aw

Al m ghty God, grant those assenbl ed
here to be aware of Your presence in this holy
m ssion as they | abor to enact just |aws.

This weekend we refl ect on one of
our country's greatest chanpions of kindness as
we mark 73 years of his | eadership, of ny nentor,
t he Rebbe Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, of
bl essed nmenmory, who has inspired mllions through
his exanple and teachings to live lives with
i ncreased purpose and holiness. The Rebbe's
i nfluence continues to make an everl asting i npact
on the world.

May God grant us the wisdomto
recogni ze true | eadership and to | earn fromthose
who enbody it.

As we face rising |levels of hatred,
antisemtism and acts of terror around the
worl d, and this week we marked 100 days of
captivity of 136 innocent individuals, we gain
inspiration fromthe words of Mses, spoken to
the Jewi sh Nation as they entered the | and of
| srael sonme 3,324 years ago: "You will have done
what is incunbent upon you, so | will do what is

i ncunbent upon ne," says God.
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This is a powerful rem nder that
every one of us, and certainly those who are
fortunate to occupy positions of |eadership and
i nfluence, we nust do everything that we can to
make this world a better place, to stand up for
what is right even when it may not be popul ar.
And when we do so, we elicit divine blessings.

Al m ghty God, bless this great
country, our state and the nenbers of this
New York State Senate. (Quide their deliberations
that they nmay govern with wi sdom and justi ce,
grace and conpassion. My they have the courage
to be beacons of |ight bringing honor to Your
name and bl essing to humanki nd.

And may Oseh Shal om Bi ntomav. My
God, who brings peace on high, bring peace to
each and every one of us, and all of Israel and
all of manki nd.

And | et us say, Anen.

(Response of "Amen.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Rabbi .

The readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,

January 16, 2024, the Senate met pursuant to
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adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday,
January 13, 2024, was read and approved. On
noti on, Senate adj ourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Kennedy.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Good nor ni ng,
M. President.

| nove to adopt the Resol ution
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Al'l those
in favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar,
pl ease signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.").

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Resol uti on Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senat or Kennedy.

SENATOR KENNEDY: On behal f of
Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins, in consultation
with Senator Ortt, | hand up the follow ng
committee assignnents of the Mnority Conference
and ask that it please be filed in the Journal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
handup is received and shall be filed in the
Jour nal .

Senat or Kennedy.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Can we now t ake
up the reading of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 21,
Senate Print 8012, by Senator Hi nchey, an act to
amend the Public Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 21, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Mrtins,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Stec, Tedi sco,

Wal czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 14.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 25,
Senate Print 8016, by Senator Hoyl man-Sigal, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 25, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Hel mi ng, Martins, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 9.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 37,
Senate Print 8037, by Senator Persaud, an act to
amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 41,

Senate Print 8044, by Senator Myrie, an act to
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amend t he Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 42,
Senate Print 8050, by Senator Liu, an act to
amend t he General Business Law and the
Soci al Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 49,
Senate Print 8061, by Senator Harckham an act to
amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 51,
Senate Print 8064, by Senator Scarcell a-Spanton,

an act to amend the General Busi ness Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 51, voting in the negative:

Senator Martins.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 58,
Senate Print 8075, by Senator Conrie, an act to
anmend the Not-For-Profit Corporation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 62,
Senate Print 8080, by Senator Brouk, an act to
amend the Social Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Brouk to explain her vote.

SENATOR BROUK: Thank you,

M. President, fellow Rochesterian.

It wouldn't be a | egislative session

if I weren't standing up tal ki ng about doul as.

And so today | want to once again thank this
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| egi sl ative body for passing legislation that is
going to, once again, save |ives.

And | also want to remind us all, as
we gear up for our |egislative session,
unfortunately many of the things | tal ked about
| ast year -- things like the fact that the Bl ack
mat ernal nortality crisis in particular is
continuing to get worse -- things like in
New York State Bl ack wonen are five tines nore
likely to die in childbirth -- in New York City
it'"s nine tinmes nore likely to die in childbirth
And the fact that doul as, who are these
nonnedi cal, nonclinical professionals who offer
i nformational, physical and enotional support,
are one of the strongest tools we have in our
toolkit to make sure that we actually can conbat
in a very serious way the maternal nortality
crisis.

And so again, what this conmunity
doula directory bill does is ensures that the
state is really inplenenting our doula Medicaid
benefit in a way that is accessible to as nany
bi rthi ng peopl e as possi bl e.

There's so much work to be done with

this to nake sure that we are actually changi ng
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lives for nothers and their babies. But |I amso
proud of the work that this body and that the
Executive has done to nake sure that we are
taki ng these steps, and for that | proudly vote
aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Brouk to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 56.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 71
Senate Print 8092, by Senator Chu, an act to
amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 71, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Fel der, Gallivan, Martins, O Mara, Rhoads,

Wal czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 50. Nays, 8.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senat or Kennedy, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,

M. President.

Whul d you pl ease recogni ze
Senat or WAl czyk to say a few words before he
begi ns his deploynment in the Arny Reserve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Wl czyk.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,

M. President. And thank you, Leader
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

And t hank you, Leader Ott, for
first paving the way in mlitary service and then
again in policy here in this chanber, serving
your constituents.

Thank you to ny team back hone in
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the office who will continue to serve the people
of the 49th Senate District in my stead. They
are relentless and give nme faith and hope in the
future of our republic.

Thank you nost of all to the people
of the 49th Senate District who sent ne here, who
are proud, polite, steady, and resilient. As |
won't be voting for themin this chanber, | ask
that you all continue to remenber themas this
chair is enpty.

My wife, Jessica, is joining us in
t he chanber today. She epitom zes the strength
of amlitary spouse. | amso proud of you
al ready, and | |ove you very mnuch.

(Standi ng ovation.)

SENATOR WALCZYK: And you see
seated next to her a very handsone two-year-old
who is going to be the new man of the house for a
little while. Atticus, | |ove you.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR WALCZYK: And Byron, who is
that smley little four-nmonth-old right there.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR WALCZYK: If you're a

prayi ng person, please keep ny famly in prayer.
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This time won't be easy for us personally. And |
appreci ate those of you who have al ready reached
out and said that you would do so.

You have a great responsibility in
the positions that you' ve been entrusted to in
t his chanber and governing the State of New York
Best of luck to all of you this session.

| f you abide by your oath and if you
take the tinme to read and abi de by the
United States Constitution and the Constitution
of the State of New York, | know that you will do
wel | by all New Yorkers.

There is one nore key conponent in
representative denocracy, and it's not just you
abi de by your oath and you understand what your
job is here in this chanmber, but that you | ean
out and proactively listen to the constituents
that you represent and all 19 mllion New Yorkers
who depend on you to make the right decisions in
t hi s chanber.

There's only one thing that's nore
i mportant than governing in our republic in this
great experinent in representative denocracy, and
that is to defend the republic against our

enemes. And | will be taking | eave to do so
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now.
God bl ess you, and God bl ess
Aneri ca.
(Standi ng ovation.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: W t hank
you for your service, Senator Wl czyk.
Senat or Kennedy.
SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
M. President.
Pl ease recogni ze Senator Ott for
remar ks.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you,
M. President.

Tough to follow that up, and in sone
ways futile. But | think it's inportant on
behal f of the Republican Conference that we say
t hank you to our coll eague Senator Wl czyk, not
only for his time in this chanber and his service
to his district and the people of New York, but
obviously his service to his country, which
know many people in this body take very
seriously, respect, have personal connections to.

We have nenbers of this body, both

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

310

sides of the chanmber, who have worn the uniform
as Senator Walczyk will for the better part of
this year, beginning next week when he depl oys.

| think it's inmportant to renenber,
as he was tal king about his wife -- and | sort of
t hought about something as he was tal ki ng about
his famly. There was an old rule that | was
told years ago that you can tal k about your
spouse or you can | ook at your spouse, but if you
tal k about your spouse when you're | ooking at
your spouse, you will turn into a puddle, as
al nost happened to Senator Wal czyk there.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ORTT: So -- so just arule
in the future to -- to abide by.

But it was inportant that he
recogni zed her, because | knowit's very easy --
we in this body, people across the country, it's
very easy, or it is very comon and right that we
give attention to those who wear the uniform
But | think we always -- or we tend to forget
sonetimes the spouse and the famly who are |eft
behi nd, especially in today's day and age where
many -- very often both spouses work, both

spouses have careers, and now you have a single
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par ent .

And for that parent of two children
Atticus and Byron, there will be nights where she
will not hear from Mark and she will not be

certain of his whereabouts, of his safety. And
that is a difficult thing for any famly.

And so | certainly want to thank his
wi fe, Jessica, for her service to our country and
our state. And our prayers will be with you and
your children over this next period of tine.

So again, want to thank
Senat or WAl czyk for his continued service. W
will do our best to nake sure that the concerns
of your constituents are voiced and are net. W
will mss your thoughtful debate. Maybe sone
nore than others.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ORTT: We m ght finish
sooner, who knows.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ORTT: Wwe'll see. We'll
see. W'Ill do our best to nake you proud in that
regard.

But | think it's also inportant to

know t hat Senator Wal czyk, he's going to continue
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to serve the people of his district. W |ook
forward to you not only returning safely from
your depl oynent, but returning to this chanber in
t he next session.

So thank you for your service.
Godspeed. God bless. Thank you agai n.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Ott.

Senat or Kennedy.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
M. President.

Pl ease recogni ze Majority Leader
Andrea Stewart-Cousins for remarks about our
col | eague Senat or Wl czyk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Maj ority
Leader Andrea Stewart - Cousins.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, M. President.

You did sonething | never thought
that you could do: Make us all practically cry.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: For the
ri ght reasons.

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: |, you
know, would not, certainly on behalf of the
conference and our chair of Honel and Security --
Senat or Scarcel | a- Spanton asked me to -- to
pl ease | et her say sonmething, and | said no
because everybody woul d want to say sonet hing.

And | know the sane thing with
Leader Ortt, because everybody would want to do
what |'m doing, to say not only on behalf of our
conference but on behalf of the chanber, on
behal f of the people of New York, we are very,
very proud of your service. W are grateful for
your service. And we understand that your life
has frankly been dedicated to public service, and
this is an extension of that.

| am happy that you brought your
wi fe, Jessica, and your wonderful two children.
It really does bring home to us that, you know,
t hose who wait also serve. And she wll
obvi ously know that there's a famly here for
you. Your constituents will not be abandoned,
because we wi Il nake sure that your office has
t he support that is needed.

And of course our prayers are with

you and your famly. W renenber days, at | east
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| do, when the reserves were you get to be a
weekend warrior, you're running out, you know,
you put on a uniform you do sonething for a
weekend and then you go back to your life.
Reserves have now expanded as our
i nternational commtnents expand. And what woul d
normal Iy be just, you know, something you do on
the side, as evidenced in your life and many, it

is areal commtment. And nine nonths is a

real -- a real serious length of tine.
So we know that you will be fine.
We know that you will return even nore excited to

do this work.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: But
again, we do wish you well. Godspeed. We will
take care of your office. And again, Jessica,
you have a famly here, and so do not hesitate at
all to reach out. And however we can continue to
inspire other people to service, we will do that
as wel | .

But again, thank you. And God bl ess
you in all that you endeavor. |'msure you wll
inspire a |lot of people there.

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And
that's a good thing.

So thank you.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Majority Leader.

Senat or Kennedy.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,

M. President.

Can we please return to notions and
resol utions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: We're
returned.

SENATCOR KENNEDY: M. President, on
page 14 | offer the followi ng anendnents to
Cal endar Nunber 76, by Senator Krueger, Senate
Print 158C, and ask that the said bill retain its
pl ace on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senat or Kennedy.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,

M. President.

| s there any further business at the
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desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: | believe
that we have a birthday of Senator Giffo
yesterday, and a birthday com ng up for
Senat or Kavanagh. On that note.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Happy birthday.
Happy birthday.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: And no
ot her further business at the desk,

Senat or Kennedy.

SENATCOR KENNEDY: VWll, a nmotion to
approve their birthday cel ebrati ons.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KENNEDY: And with that,
M. President, is there any further business at
t he desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: No. No,
Senat or Kennedy.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Wth that,

M. President, | nove to adjourn until Monday,
January 22nd, at 3:00 p.m, with the intervening
days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: On

notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
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January 22nd,

at 3:00 p.m, with intervening days

bei ng | egislative days.

12: 04 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate adjourned at
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