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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

January 8, 2024
3:08 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR JAMAAL T. BAILEY, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
monment of silent reflection and/ or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Sunday,
January 7, 2024, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday, January 6,
2024, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
there will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

SENATOR G ANARI S: The Senate
stands at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 3:09 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
3:29 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
there's a report of the Rules Conmittee at the

desk. Can we pl ease take that up.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bills:

Senate Print 1460, by
Senat or Krueger, Concurrent Resolution of the
Senat e and Assenbly concerning the rescission of
all previous requests by the New York State
Legi sl ature;

Senate Print 242, by Senator My, an
act to anmend the El ection Law,

Senate Print 263, by
Senator Stewart-Cousins, an act to amend the
El ecti on Law

Senate Print 371, by
Senator G anaris, an act to amend the
El ecti on Law

Senate Print 610, by
Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to amend the
El ecti on Law

Senate Print 616, by Senator Mri e,
an act to anmend the El ection Law,

Senate Print 657A, by Senator Mrie,

an act to anmend the El ection Law,
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Senate Print 5943, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the
El ecti on Law
Senate Print 6173B, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the El ection Law
and the Vehicle and Traffic Law,
Senate Print 6675, by
Senator Breslin, an act to anend the
El ecti on Law
Senate Print 8001, by
Senator Stewart-Cousins, an act to amend the
Vil l age Law;
Senate Print 8002, by
Senat or Thonmas, an act to anmend the Public Health
Law,
Senate Print 8003, by
Senator Cleare, an act to anmend the Public Health
Law,
Senate Print 8004, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the
| nsur ance Law;
Senate Print 8005, by Senator Mayer,
an act to anmend the Public Health Law,
Senate Print 8006, by

Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to anmend the
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Executive Law,
Senate Print 8007, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to amend the Village Law,
Senate Print 8008, by
Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to anmend the
Penal Law;
Senate Print 8009, by
Senator Rivera, an act to anmend the Public Health
Law,
Senate Print 8010, by
Senat or Brisport, an act to anend the
Fam |y Court Act;
Senate Print 8011, by
Senat or Kavanagh, an act to anend the
Adm ni strative Code of the Gty of New York;
Senate Print 8012, by
Senat or Hi nchey, an act to amend the
Public Service Law,
Senate Print 8013, by
Senat or Thonmas, an act to anmend the Public Health
Law and the Ceneral Business Law,
Senate Print 8014, by Senator My,
an act to amend the Real Property Actions and
Proceedi ngs Law,

Senate Print 8015, by Senator My,
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an act to amend the Environmental Conservation
Law,
Senate Print 8016, by
Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to anmend the
Public Heal th Law,
Senate Print 8019, by
Senator Breslin, an act to anend the
| nsur ance Law,
Senate Print 8024, by Senator Wbb,
an act to anmend the Education Law
Senate Print 8025, by
Senat or Bailey, an act to anend the
General Business Law,
Senate Print 8026, by Senator Wbb,
an act to amend a chapter of the Laws of 2023;
Senate Print 8028, by
Senator Stewart-Cousins, an act to amend the
Executive Law,
Senate Print 8029, by
Senat or CGounardes, an act to anmend the
Cvil Service Law,
Senate Print 8030, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the
| nsur ance Law,

Senate Print 8033, by
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Senator Rivera, an act to anmend the
Public Heal th Law,

Senate Print 8034, by Senator Mayer,
an act to amend the Public Service Law,

Senate Print 8035, by Senator Mayer,
an act to amend the Miltiple Residence Law and
the Multiple Dwelling Law,

Senate Print 8036, by
Senat or Thonas, an act to anmend the
General Business Law,

Senate Print 8037, by
Senat or Persaud, an act to anend the
Public Authorities Law

Senate Print 8038, by
Senator Breslin, an act to anend the
| nsurance Law and the Public Health Law,

Senate Print 8039, by
Senat or CGounardes, an act to anmend the
General Business Law,

Senate Print 8040, by
Senat or Persaud, an act to anend the
| nsurance Law and the Social Services Law,

Senate Print 8044, by Senator Mrie,
an act to anmend the Executive Law

Senate Print 8050, by Senator Liu,
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an act to anmend the Ceneral Business Law and the
Soci al Services Law,
Senate Print 8053, by Senator Wbb,
an act to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law
Senate Print 8054, by
Senat or Manni on, an act to anend the
Private Housi ng Fi nance Law;
Senate Print 8055, by
Senator Rivera, an act to anmend the
Public Heal th Law,
Senate Print 8057, by
Senator Rivera, an act to anmend the
Public Health Law,
Senate Print 8059, by
Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to anmend the
Limted Liability Conpany Law;
Senate Print 8060, by
Senat or Harckham an act to amend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law,
Senate Print 8061, by
Senat or Harckham an act to amend the
Public Health Law,
Senate Print 8062, by
Senator Cleare, an act to anmend the

St ate Technol ogy Law,
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Senate Print 8064, by
Senat or Scarcel | a- Spanton, an act to anend the
General Business Law,
Senate Print 8065, by
Senat or Hi nchey, an act to amend the Tax Law,
Senate Print 8066, by
Senat or Hi nchey, an act to amend the
Agricul ture and Markets Law;
Senate Print 8068, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the

Al cohol i c Beverage Control Law,

Senate Print 8069, by Senator Wbb,

an act to amend the Al coholic Beverage Control
Law,
Senate Print 8070, by
Senator G anaris, an act to anmend the Tax Law,
Senate Print 8073, by
Senat or Jackson, an act to anend the
Cvil Service Law,
Senate Print 8075, by
Senator Conrie, an act to anmend the
Not - For-Profit Corporation Law,
Senate Print 8076, by
Senat or Parker, an act to anmend the

Ment al Hygi ene Law;
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Senate Print 8078, by
Senat or Sanders, an act to anend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law
Senate Print 8079, by
Senat or Jackson, an act to anend the
Cvil Service Law,
Senate Print 8080, by Senator Brouk,
an act to anmend the Social Services Law,
Senate Print 8081, by
Senator O Mara, an act to anend a chapter of the
Laws of 2023;
Senate Print 8082, by
Senat or Sanders, an act to anend the New York
City Charter;
Senate Print 8085, by
Senat or Addabbo, an act to amend the Raci ng,
Pari - Mut uel Wagering and Breedi ng Law,
Senate Print 8086, by
Senat or Addabbo, an act to anmend the Raci ng,
Pari - Mut uel Wagering and Breedi ng Law,
Senate Print 8087, by
Senat or CGounardes, an act to anmend the
General Business Law,
Senate Print 8088, by

Senat or Gounardes, an act to anend the
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Real Property Tax Law,
Senate Print 8089, by
Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to anend a chapter
of the Laws of 2023;
Senate Print 8090, by
Senator Cleare, an act to anmend the
St at e Technol ogy Law,
Senate Print 8092, by Senator Chu,
an act to anmend the Public Health Law,
Senate Print 8093, by Senator Mayer,
an act to anmend the Executive Law and the
Cvil Practice Law and Rul es;
Senate Print 8094, by
Senat or Sanders, an act to amend the Banking Law,
Senate Print 8095, by
Senator Martins, an act to amend a chapter of the
Laws of 2023;
Senate Print 8096, by
Senat or Stavi sky, an act to anend a chapter of
t he Laws of 2023.
Al bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.
SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Al'l those
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in favor of accepting the report of the
Rul es Commttee signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
report is adopted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
there's a privileged resolution at the desk. Can
we pl ease take that up, read it inits entirety,
and recogni ze Leader Stewart - Cousins.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a privileged resolution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senate Resol ution
1466, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, nourning the
death of Dr. John Louis Flateau, devoted fam |y
man, dedi cated professor, and distingui shed
menber of his conmunity.

"WHEREAS, There are certain
out st andi ng nenbers of our community who, through
their selfless comm tnent and dedi cation, have

served to better the quality of life in our
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community and have had a neasurabl e positive
i mpact on the lives of its residents; Dr. John
Loui s Fl ateau was one such i ndividual; and

"WHEREAS, It is with profound sorrow
and deep regret that this Legislative Body
records the passing of Dr. John Louis Flateau,
noting the significance of his purposeful life
and acconplishnents; and

"WHEREAS, Dr. John Louis Flateau of
Br ookl yn, New York, died on Decenber 30, 2023, at
t he age of 73; and

"WHEREAS, A |ifelong public servant,
comunity activist, political strategist, and a
dedi cat ed nentor throughout his decades-I|ong
career at Medgar Evers College, Dr. John Louis
Fl ateau served as a bel oved professor and chair
of the Departnent of Public Adm nistration at
Medgar Evers Coll ege, while al so serving as the
director of the Dubois Bunche Center for
Public Policy; he was also the former dean for
bot h Medgar Evers Col |l ege's School of Business
and O fice of External Relations; and

"WHEREAS, Dr. John Louis Fl ateau was
also a lifelong | earner who | ed by exanpl e when

it cane to his students, earning a Ph.D. in
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political science, public policy and Anerican
politics from CUNY, while al so obtaining master's
degrees in philosophy, in political science,
public adm nistration and political science,
urban policy; he secured his Bachelor of Arts
degree in English literature from New York
Uni versity's Washi ngton Square Col | ege; and
"WHEREAS, A true community pillar,
Dr. John Louis Flateau's resune was i npeccabl e,
showi ng his servant's heart froma young age and
prior to joining Medgar Evers College in 1994; he
served as the Sunmer Youth Program director of
t he Brooklyn Catholic Diocese from 1968-'72,
Harl em Youth Worker for the New York State
Division for Youth from 1978-'79, District
Counci |l 37 AFSCME Education Departnment from
1971-' 74, executive director of the New York
State Black and Puerto Rican Legi sl ative Caucus
from 1975- 1982, senior vice president and chief
diversity officer for the New York State Enpire
St at e Devel opnment Corporation from 1983-1990,
chief of staff to Mayor David N. Dinkins from
1991-'93, and as deputy secretary for
i ntergovernnental relations for the New York

State Senate from 2009-'10; and
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"WHEREAS, Beyond hi s professional
acconpl i shnents, Dr. John Louis Flateau becane
wel | -known for his public service, where he took
on a nunber of key roles, including nenber,

New York State Legislative Task Force on

Denogr aphi ¢ Research and Reapporti onment;

commi ssioner, New York City Districting

Comm ssi on; nmenber, Redistricting Advisory G oup,
New York City Board of Education; chairman

U. S. Census Advisory Comrmttee on the

African American Popul ation; National Steering
Comm ttee, Census Information Centers; co-chair,
New York City Black Advisory Conmittee,

Census 2000; and chairman, Board of Trustees,
Communi ty School Board 16, Brooklyn; he was al so
appointed to the | ndependent Redistricting

Comm ssion by Senate Majority Leader Andrea

St ewart - Cousi ns; and

"WHEREAS, An intellectual giant,
accl ai mred educator and dedi cated public servant,
Dr. John Louis Flateau was instrunmental in
shaping the |lives of countless students, and his
work in both the city and state governnent hel ped
advance justice and equity for comunities across

New Yor k; and
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"WHEREAS, Dr. John Louis Flateau's
public service was only overshadowed by his
dedi cation to conmunity service, where he was
involved with a plethora of organizati ons,
i ncluding the American Society for Public
Adm ni stration; Anerican Political Science
Associ ation; Anerican Association of Political
Consul tants; Popul ati on Associ ation of Anerica;
National Forum for Black Public Adm nistrators;
NAACP Br ookl yn Branch; Comrunity Board 3,
Brookl yn; Citizens Union, Board of Directors;
chai rman of the board, Achievenent First Endeavor
Charter School; Vannguard Urban | nprovenent
Associ ation; Bridge Street Devel opnent
Cor poration; DELBAC Inc., Board of Directors,
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Brooklyn Al umae
Chapter; Senior Board O Stewards, Bridge St
AWVE Church; Thurgood Marshall Schol arshi p Fund,
Inc., Academ c Advisory Board; chairman, Medgar
Evers Col |l ege Community Council; NY Voting Rights
Consortium and the Majority Coalition of
Redi stricting Professionals; and

"WHEREAS, A trenendous | eader who
uplifted and inspired his comunity, Dr. John

Loui s Fl ateau and his enornopus contri butions
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will have a lasting inmpact for many years to
come; he is survived by his wife, Lorraine; two
sons, Marcus and Jonathan, and their famlies;
and four siblings, Anne, Alice, Adele, and
Ri chard; and

"WHEREAS, Dr. John Louis Flateau's
infinite selflessness and benevol ence will shine
on through his famly's vivid and happy nenori es;
his insight and strength will forever serve as a
beacon of love, |ight and hope to the countless
l'ives he touched; and

"WHEREAS, Arned with a humanistic
spirit and inbued with a sense of conpassion,
Dr. John Louis Flateau | eaves behind a | egacy
which will |ong endure the passage of tinme and
will remain as a conforting nenory to all who
were privileged to have known and | oved such an
amazing man; he will be deeply m ssed and truly
nmerits the grateful tribute of this Legislative
Body; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nmourn the
death of Dr. John Louis Flateau, and to express
its deepest condol ences to his famly; and be it

further

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

62

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
the famly of Dr. John Louis Flateau."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Maj ority
Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins on the resol ution.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so much, M. President.

And | rise to certainly give ny
condol ences to Dr. Flateau's famly and all the
all those who benefited fromthe great work that
he did t hroughout our state.

| was just thinking about what
normal |y happens in January the first tine
that -- besides the wel cone address, the first
time we really talk and | really pay tribute to
sonmeone in January is to Reverend Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. And the fact that we are paying
tribute to Dr. John Louis Flateau is certainly
sad but appropriate, because he was a giant in
civil rights, in voting rights -- everything that
Dr. King stood for nationally, Dr. Flateau stood
for not only in his community but beyond.

The second thing that | want to say
is that after the Governor signed the Reparations

Comm ssion legislation, I got a call from
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Dr. Flateau. | wasn't available, it was on
Decenber 20th, and it went into voicemail. So he
took the tinme to text, and the text was saying
t hat he appreciated not only what was done, but
sharing the story of ny famly and the story of
their history and our history on that day.

And | | ook back at that text, and
|"mjust so happy that the fulfillment of
somet hing that he worked for so long in so nany
ways happened before he transitioned.

| also want to say that nothing is
guaranteed. And the fact that I mssed his
call -- I"msorry, | responded to his text, but
little did | know when | woke up on Decenber 30th
that I would have the news that he was no | onger
wi th us.

So again, | just want to pay tribute
to all that he's done for us, certainly as a
menber of our | ndependent Redistricting
Comm ssion. | want to rem nd people that this is
fleeting. | know we all know this, we're al
grownups. But take that tine to answer that cal
or answer that text.

And | astly, at the press conference

this norning, someone said, "Are you going to
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replace Dr. Flateau?" And ny answer then was ny
answer: |I'mecertainly |ooking at his
repl acenent. None of us are irreplaceable, but
Dr. Flateau will not easily be replaced. He was
a giant, iconic, and his legacy will live on in
this state and beyond forever.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Madam Leader.

Senator Conrie on the resolution.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you. Thank
you, M. President.

| want to thank the resol ution being
brought forth by Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins
to mourn the passing of a person that was ever so
hunbl e, ever so talented, a person that was
greatly respected by so many of us: Dr. John
Fl at eau.

Dr. Flateau was a man of rare
intelligence who | ooked at a period nmarked by
i njustice and bl ack di senmpower ment and saw a way
out for us.

| was fortunate enough to know him
back in ny early days, learning in nmy politica

life fromnmy former nentor, Council nmenber Archie
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Spi gner, who got nme involved in politics on a
citywi de | evel back when they were noving from
35 nenbers of the City Council to 51. And | saw
what he was doi ng, how he worked to work the
nunbers, how he worked to i nform people and be
able to relate to people, how he could teach from
a scientific level, a theoretical level, a
personal |evel, and a | evel that anyone could
under st and.

Even though he had the ability to
speak to every |level, he understood how to speak
to the individual that he was encountering, how
totalk to people on a level that they could
appreci ate; how to respect people in a way that
they could understand it. While he knew what he
was tal ki ng about, he wanted you to be part of
that. He wanted you to be enpowered. He wanted
you to understand his passion, and he figured out
a way to get it straight to you

Dr. Flateau | earned fromsome of the
great | eaders that have passed, including the
|ate Al Vann and Mayor Di nkins. And as you' ve
heard, he's done so nany different things. Anmong
the first, he was the first director for the

Bl ack, Latino, Hi spanic and Asian Caucus.
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But | could go on and on about his
hi story, but the resolution was so wonderfully
witten about his achievenents, about his -- the
t hi ngs that he had done, about the many roles
that he played to try to nmake sure that
Medgar Evers becane a Bl ack think-tank | ocation,
to make sure that -- he was al so the executive
director, first director of the Dubois Bunche
Center for Public Policy. And he authored many
books, but his first one, Black Brooklyn: The
Politics of Ethnicity, Cass and Gender.

He worked on so many canpai gns. He
hel ped map strategy for so many peopl e, including
the | egendary operative Bill Lynch, leading to
the election of David D nkins, our first Black
mayor .

Qur state owes a debt to John
FI at eau, because he made his tinme, he nmade his
focus on making sure that there was fairness and
equity, that people could understand that there
were opportunities by maki ng sure that he taught
ot her people how to do nunbers, how to understand
how t o nake nunbers work to enpower people, and
how to nake sure that he was able to pass his

passi on on to so many ot hers.
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As the | eader said, it's hard to say
anyone's irreplaceable, but he truly was a
mountain of a man and a hunble spirit and a
giving spirit.

So | want to thank -- in closing, |
want to thank our |eader for pausing our
del i berations to honor Dr. Flateau' s |egacy here
today. | wish his famly, his friends, and al
who knew and | oved hi m condol ences, and peace,
and we can continue to honor himover tine.

Thank you very much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Mayer on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

M. President.

It truly is an honor to get up and
speak about Dr. John Flateau. Wen you | ook back
at his years of service -- 55 years, starting
fromthe Sumer Youth Program director of
Br ookl yn Cat holic Di ocese, until his death in
2023 -- all of which were devoted to public
service and particularly to fighting for equity
and justice, and a particular attention to the
African- Areri can conmunity. And don't forget how

difficult it was in those days to be the smartest
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and the nost diligent person on these issues.

| had the honor of working with him
and knowing himtw ce during his tenure in state
government: \Wien he worked for the EDC, when
Governor Mario Cuonmp was the governor, and he was
the | eader on attention to the use of state funds
and ensuring they went to qualified WVBE
contractors. Nobody el se was paying attention to
it. Dr. John Flateau started the novenent of
attention by the state's dollars being paid
equitably to contractors.

And then in 2009 to 2010, when he
was deputy secretary for intergovernnenta
relations for the State Senate, and the Denobcrats
were in the mnority, and I was honored to be the
counsel to the Senate Mnority. Dr. John Fl ateau
theoretically worked for me, and | really worked
for him He was the boss of all the information
t hat nobody el se knew about el ections and
redistricting, these technical things that ny
col | eague Senator Conrie referenced.

He was truly the greatest expert we
ever had here on these issues. | was honored to
work with himand really for him His | egacy

will live on. And it's our obligation to nmake
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sure that we continue the work that he started
and not | ose focus on what he was so focused on.

May his nmenory be a bl essing.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Myrie on the resol ution.

SENATOR MYRI E: Thank you,
M. President.

| woul d not be standing here today
if not for Dr. Flateau. He paved a way for many
of us, but particularly for people that | ook |ike
me, that | ook |like Kevin, and particularly for
young Bl ack nmen in Brooklyn. Because we didn't
have too nany exanpl es of brothers who were
smart, sharp, politically active, and who cared
about the conmunity as well. And Dr. Flateau was
all of that and much nore.

We have a personal connection to him
i n Brooklyn because he taught at Medgar, anobngst
many other things. And | of course have the
honor of representing Medgar Evers Col |l ege now.
But it's even nore personal because there's so
many anongst us that were students of his, both
literal and figurative. | was a figurative
student of Dr. Flateau; ny wife was an actua

student of Dr. Fl ateau.
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And what he cared about and fought
for aren't just the things that we care about or
that had any partisan leaning. Dr. Flateau was a
perfecter of denmpcracy. |In this country's
hi story we have said we care about denocracy;
we' ve even passed |laws that say we care about
denocracy. But it took the struggle particularly
of Black Anericans to perfect our denocracy, to
hold us to that highest standard. And
Dr. Flateau was such a perfecter. Because he
didn't just know about the grand and big ideas,
he knew the m nutiae. And he knew that the
m nuti ae was where the nmonentum actually was, and
that that's how they had kept people down for a
long tine, in the details. He knew the details,
better than anyone el se.

And so | find it appropriate that
today not only are we honoring himwth this
resolution, but we are namng a bill after himto
create an el ections and voting acadeni c center
here in this state. Because the details matter.
We can only perfect our denocracy with people who
care deeply about those it affects the nost. And
Dr. Flateau was such a person

So we honor himtoday, but it's just
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the beginning. W will honor himalways for what
he neant to every single New Yorker in this
st at e.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,
M. President.

| thank you, Madam Leader, for
putting this resolution forward.

| got to know Dr. Flateau through
his famly. | went to school with his sister,
who was getting one of her numerous degrees.
This is a very elite famly. This is a very
noble famly. And | got to know himthen and
started working with hima little |ater.

What can we say of this author, this
mast er of denographics, this adm nistrator?
You' ve heard ny col | eagues speak of himearlier.
| started working with himon a disparity study
when we were at the Gty Council of New York
where several of ny colleagues in here were
wor ki ng with us.

And | found a person who was the

master of details, who loved the small points,
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really rejoiced in matters that nost of us would
brush past. But he would stop you and say no,

no, no, this will lead to this and this wll [|ead
to that. O course we didn't understand how
until later on it did, and then we said, Oh,

yeah, we knew it all the tine.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SANDERS: O at |east |
di d.

So | really saw himand struggled --
in fact, it was done so well that this disparity
study was never challenged. And this is an area
of law that everyone chall enges. This was never
chall enged. W did it back in 2005 or sonething
of that nature. |It's still the law of the |and
in New York City to this day and has w t hst ood
all challenges. And if you know nme, you will
know that Dr. Flateau's hand was very firmy on
it.

He was indeed very passionate in his
own way. He was not one of these flanboyant,

i n-your-face kind of guys. He was passionate
about the idea of truth and denocracy and things
of that nature. And he really believed in this.

This was not sonething that was nice words that
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he woul d say. This guy was prepared to die over
t hese words. And he lived over it.

He was wel | -reasoned, strategic. |If
you know anyt hi ng about him he was a strategic
thinker. | regret that | never played himin
chess -- not because | woul d have beat him but
because it woul d have been a joy watching him
denol i sh ne.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SANDERS: He probably woul d
be that good.

But if you really want to know him
you' ve got to understand the idea of humlity.
This was one hunbl e guy who could sit down and he
woul dn't throw all of his degrees in your face.
He would really work with you and he woul d t ake
you from wherever you are to where you need to be
if you were disciplined enough.

It was an honor to have worked wth
him And yes, he absolutely had his hands in
t hese reparations and figuring and trying to nake
sure that we wouldn't mess it up or whatever.

W will mss him He -- may we
have -- may we have really listened to his

gui dance. W're going to need it in the days to

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

74

come. And if there is a way, |let himsend sone
now, we need it.

Thank you very nmuch, and thank you
for this resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Martins on the resol ution.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

M. President.

| too rise to remenber nmy tine with
Dr. Flateau. | first want to thank
Leader Stewart-Cousins for bringing forth this
resol ution.

| had the opportunity to serve on
t he I ndependent Redistricting Conm ssion with
John. A gentleman, a scholar, a person of strong
convictions -- fierce convictions -- but soneone
|'ve never heard raise his voice, not once. A
person who can convince a roomthat he was right
wi t hout ever raising his voice.

A scholar. oviously a person who
was passi onate about denocracy -- for all,
regardl ess of who they were, regardl ess of where
they lived, in New York City or New York State,
be they fromLong Island or Western New York or

the five boroughs. He was passi onate about
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maki ng sure that everyone had a seat at the
t abl e.

So | did not know that John was ill.
| had no idea until this resolution hit the
floor. But | will miss him And | will mss the
opportunities we had and | had to |l earn from him
because of the influence he had not only on us on
t he comm ssion, but certainly on New York State

and on New York City. And | think that

i nfluence -- and we've heard it here on the floor
today -- that influence will continue well beyond
his years.

My condol ences to the famly and to
all who knew hi m

M. President, thank you for the
opportunity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Par ker on the resol ution.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,

M. President.

And | rise to add ny voice to those
who are celebrating the life of Dr. John Fl at eau,
sonmebody who's a believer, a nmenber of Bridge
Street AME Church, who would really be

enbarrassed by what's happeni ng here today. He
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woul d be just like, Wiy are you all making such a
fuss. He'd say, Surely you have other things to
be doi ng than tal ki ng about ne.

But | wanted to thank the | eader for
her | eadership and in saying that this is in fact
the right nonent.

This is the part of the session
where everything has been said but everybody j ust
hasn't said it yet.

But Dr. Fl ateau was very, very nuch
a personal nmentor to ne. And his passing and
this conversation today and the reading of the
resol uti on nmade ne think through ny career,
because ny career has been absolutely directly
shaped by Dr. Flateau. He was sonebody who was
about bl ack political enpowernent, period.

Right? And particularly in Brooklyn.

And for a lot of you, you should
really read his book, because, you know, we kind
of take it for granted now t hat Brooklyn is the
center of the political universe. But John was
someone who cane in at atine -- and particularly
the Black political universe, right? There was a
ti me when everybody used to run to Harlem-- |

don't want to call it or everybody w Il get
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mad - -

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PARKER: But everybody used
torun to Harlemto get everything done. And we
kept saying, Wiy everybody running to Harl em when
all the people live in Brooklyn? Right?

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR PARKER: W still have the
| ar gest concentration of people of African
descent in the Western Hem sphere outside of
Bahia, Brazil. Right?

And it was really Al Vann and peopl e
i ke John Flateau who really fought to create a
Bl ack political power base that demanded people
come to Brooklyn and do things in Brooklyn.

He was sonebody -- but al so saw
hi msel f connected to the | arger Black conmunity.
So John -- and so we all stand on the shoul ders
of peopl e who have cone before us. And |
certainly stand on Dr. John Fl ateau's shoul ders.
But he stood on the shoulders of Bill Lynch.
Right? And, you know, if people don't know who
Bill Lynch is, you should | ook himup. Right?

Li ke he was -- he was David D nkins' canpaign

manager, which m ght have been not even the
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bi ggest thing he did, when you look at it. He
was Nel son Mandel a' s canpai gn nanager. People --
you know, people forget that. Right?

And John Liu's canpai gn nanager,
right. Right?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PARKER: | nean -- | nean,
Bill Lynch is -- is -- you know, was sonebody who
we all kind of worked with, and John | earned very
closely from him

So in the David Dinkins second
el ection, | went to work for John, right, and
wor ked on that canpai gn, which was one of many
that he literally like held ny hand and showed ne
how to do politics, showed ne how to win
el ections.

And, you know, he was -- you know, |
wor ked at what used to be the Urban Devel opnent
Corporation, which is nowthe Enpire State
Devel opnent Corporation. As Shelley nentioned,
he used to run the MABE programthere, right?

And now we just all like talk about MABE ki nd of
flippantly -- we all know what it nmeans. At the
time, he actually was the first person to help

create that program at the Urban Devel opnent
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Corporation, and was the first vice president of
t he MABE program before anybody tal ked about, you
know, disparity studies and MABEs and how do you
in fact turn political power into econom c power
and how you use that to fortify communiti es.

He was at the forefront of every
single both el ectoral and enpowernent strategy
conversation that we had in the day. He was one
of the people who hel ped create an organi zation
t hat we used to have, the Council on Bl ack
Denocrats. Right? W really don't talk about it
anynore. But -- right? You renenber that,

Leroy, right? 1 mean, he was one of the shapers
of that organization that hel ped many people, you
know, get elected and create the power that you
see in Black communities now.

| had a second tine to work for him
because when he created the Dubois Bunche Center
at Medgar Evers College, he hired two peopl e,
Gregorio Mayers and nme. And | was at the bottom
of the totem pole, according to Greg (Ilaughing).
And so it's been a | ong journey.

And | was actually in the Ph.D.
program al ong with Gustavo Rivera when he cane to

the CUNY G ad Center to get his Ph.D. -- ne and
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GQustavo were still working for a living, and he's
Dr. Flateau. So you know how that -- how that
went .

But he just, as everyone said, was a
master of the information -- and nore inportantly
t han anyt hing el se, was never stingy with it.

You know, he would call you and tell you, Hey,
you shoul d be paying attention to this, you
shoul d be doing this, this is the thing that was
going on. And he lifted -- he lifted as he
clinmbed. Right? Not just, you know, hel ping,
you know, people who are state senators and, you

know, the | eaders of the Senate, but students.

Ri ght ?

You know, ny -- my chief of staff
was -- started with ne as an intern, and | stil
remenber the call, when John called me. It was

like, Yo, | got this kid, you need to bring him
over and like put himin your operation. And
like literally | think 12 years later, 15 years
|ater, he's still working for me. R ght? |
mean, maybe that means he just can't find another
job. But |I'mjust saying --

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR PARKER: -- it's been --
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it's been great for ne.

But it was oftentinmes John who
connected you with the information, with the
people, with the resources, with the next thing
t hat was happeni ng that you needed to pay
attention to.

And so it's appropriate that we
remenber him because he's had so ruch i npact
on -- on where we are and -- and who we are --
and who we are today. Not just, you know, con ng
out of Bill Lynch, but the work with A Vann,
connected to people |Iike Esneral da Si mons and
Judge Paul Woten. Letitia Janes canme, you know,
right after, another nmentee in that -- in that --
in that string of people who were com ng out of
Br ookl yn | ooki ng to enmpower our communities and
make this -- this state and our city as great as
it possibly can be.

And so as | take ny seat, | just
want to say thank you, John, for not seeing it
{unintelligible} to pour into a young man who
knew not hi ng about governnent, just knew that he
wanted to run for office one day and help his
community. And for teaching himwhat he needed

to know in order to be successful, and never
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| etting himgo even when he nmade m stakes, even
when things didn't go the way you told himto do
things -- never forgetting and never letting go
of ny hand during that whol e process.

W mss you, we |love you, and we're
going to continue to work towards living up to
your | egacy.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
pl ease signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
Leader Stewart-Cousins would like to open this
resol ution for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify the
desk.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATCR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up the suppl enrental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 1,
Senate Print 242, by Senator May, an act to anmend
t he El ection Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 2,
Senate Print 263, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, an
act to anmend the El ection Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 3,
Senate Print 371, by Senator G anaris, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 3, those Senators voting in the negative
are Senators Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Gallivan
Hel m ng, Martins, Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Wil czyk, Wber and
Vi k.

Ayes, 48. Nays, 14.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 4,
Senate Print 610, by Senator Hoyl man-Si gal, an

act to anend the El ection Law.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

85

asi de.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 5,

Senate Print 616, by Senator Myrie, an act to

anend t he El

ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he

| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

roll.

the results.

Cal endar 5,

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Cal | the

(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

t hose Senators voting in the negative

are Senators Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick

Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Mattera,

Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,

Rol i son, Stec, Tedi sco, Weber and Wi k.

i s passed.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 18.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bill

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 6,
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Senate Print 657A, by Senator Myrie, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 11. This
act shall take effect April 11, 2026.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 6, those Senators voting in the negative
are Senators Ashby, Borrello,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Martins, Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco,
Wal czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 7,
Senate Print 5943, by Senator Skoufis, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

87

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 8,
Senate Print 6173B, by Senator Skoufis, an act to
amend the El ection Law and the Vehicle and
Traffic Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 9,
Senate Print 6675, by Senator Breslin, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |

i s passed.
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(Pause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: That
conpl etes the readi ng of today's cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President, |
believe there's also a concurrent resolution at
the desk. Can we take that up as well.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read the resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat e
Resol ution 1460, Concurrent Resolution of the
Senat e and Assenbly concerning the rescission of
all previous requests by the New York State
Legi slature or either house thereof for a
convention under Article V of the United States
Consti tuti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll on the resol ution.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 41. Nays,
21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

resolution is adopt ed.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up the controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 1,
Senate Print 242, by Senator May, an act to anmend
t he El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
let's take up the bills that will have hostile
anmendnents first. And can we begin with Cal endar
Nunber 7.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 7,
Senate Print 5943, by Senator Skoufis, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: Good afternoon,

M. President.

M. President, | believe there's an

anendnent at the desk. | waive the readi ng of

t hat anendnent and ask that you recognize
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Senat or Wal czyk to be heard.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

M. President, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that you recogni ze Senat or Wal czyk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or WAl czyk may be heard.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President, |
rise to appeal your ruling. The proposed
anmendnent is gernane to the bill at hand because
the bill at hand noves judges, and others, on a
pl ace on the ballot. And | have offered up this
very hel pful amendnent.

So Section 1 of this anends
Section 80 of the Town Law to restore |ocal
el ections to odd-nunbered years. Section 2
amends subdi vision 4 of Section 17-1703A of the
Village Law to restore |l ocal elections to
odd- nunbered years. And Sections 3, 4 and 5

of fer technical repealing |anguage.
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Moving | ocal elections from
odd years to even years is terrible policy for
New York. It directly circunmvents hone rule
powers afforded to counties, towns and vill ages
under state law. New changes are not going to
make new el ections nore cost-effective. Instead,
they will increase the length of ballots and push
voters to choose fromas many as 25 candidates in
a single cycle.

Focus on local issues will dimnish,
whi ch is not good for governnents closest to the
peopl e.

And | astly, new changes have
bi parti san di sapproval .

This bill that -- this anmendment
that 1'moffering rectifies the hyperpartisan
changes that will hurt New York's republic for
years to cone. And | say "republic" because the
first thing that we did in this chanber today and
when we opened this session |ast week is we all
| ooked at the flag of the United States and
pl edged al l egiance to it and the republic for
which it stands.

So | offer up these anmendnents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
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you, Senator Wl czyk.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATOR LANZA: Request a show of
hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk to explain his vote.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President, |
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was actually -- could I lay this bill aside and
ask some questions? Wuld the sponsor yield?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Si nce --
Senat or WAl czyk, Senator Skoufis has agreed to
yi el d.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,

M. President. Sorry about that. Kicking sone
of the rust off here.

Appreciate you yielding for sone
guesti ons.

This bill will nove judges to the
back of the ballot. Am 1 understandi ng that
correctly?

(Pause.)

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,

M. President, | apologize; getting somne
clarification.

So | understood and | understand
that judicial offices are noved further down the
ballot. | was clarifying as to whether they're
noved, as you describe it, to the conpl ete back
of the ballot or not.

What this bill does is it

standardi zes the ball ot order, which currently
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has no standardi zation in state statute. And
judicial offices are noved towards the end of the
bal l ot, yes, after nmenber of Congress, nenber of
the State Senate, nenber of the Assenbly --
which, as |I'msure you know, are currently
subsequent to judicial offices on the ballot.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Isn't the current
standard based on the size of district or the
nunber of people that you represent?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,

M. President, that's ny understandi ng.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | just wanted to
clarify that, because you said that there was
currently no standard and that's what we're
| ooking to remedy here. But if the standard
exi sts and has been in practice, Board of
El ections wites themon the ballot based on the
nunber of people that they represent. | just,
for the record, wanted to button that up.

So if you would continue to yield.

Reaching out to the judiciary --
obviously, if you' re noving judges to a new pl ace
on the ballot, I"msure the judicial branch had
sonmething to say about that. What did the Ofice
of Court Adm nistration or judges that you spoke
wi th have to say about this proposal ?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,

M. President, I'mnot aware of the Ofice of
Court Admi nistration weighing in on changes to
t he El ection Law.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | know you're
aware the Board of Elections is a bipartisan body
and -- have they -- have they said anythi ng about
this legislation? Do they -- do they support it,
as they often will issue nenbs of support and
opposi tion on things?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,

M. President, it's -- it's common for -- I'l
speak for ny office -- to reach out to the State
Board of Elections for technical input, and we
may wel |l have done that on this bill.

This bill has been around for
several years. | believe Senator Kam nsky
carried it prior to nmy taking over the
sponsor shi p.

But 1'mnot aware of the State Board
of Elections issuing -- if this is what you're
asking -- a neno of support or opposition, no.
don't think they do that.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
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yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Where did the
idea for this legislation conme fron?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
M. President. As | just said literally
15 seconds ago, one of our former coll eagues
carried the bill before | did. Senator Kam nsky.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

M. President, on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Qur
constitutional republic is better served when
citizens educate thensel ves, obviously, about the
candi dates that are on the ballot. Wen you |unp
| ocal elections in with federal elections, you're
eroding the decentralized principles of the very
foundi ng of this country.

This bill purports to literally

prioritize politicians based on nothing -- their
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position on the ball ot based on nothing nore than
political expedience and political rank as sone
see it. The judiciary deserves your respect as a
coequal branch, and frankly so do the voters.

People aren't frustrated because
Suprene Court candi dates are in a spot on the
ballot that is representative of how many peopl e
are within their Supreme Court district. People
are frustrated, they're angry because bills like
this continue to degrade the very inportance of
the local elections, the | ocal governnents that
shoul d be the closest to them and representing
t heir needs the best.

I n high school we |earned about
checks and bal ances, but bills like this show
that politics sonmetimes creeps its way into this
body, and that those principles unfortunately
govern policies like this nore than respecting a
coequal branch of governnent.

And for those reasons and nany
others, M. President, | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

Call the roll.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Agai n,
announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 7, those Senators voting in the negative
are Senators Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Hel m ng, Lanza, Mattera, Mirray,
Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Senator Gllivan is actually in the
affirmative.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 17.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President, |
had read with interest that Senator Wil czyk was
bei ng depl oyed, but | guess that hasn't happened
yet. So --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: -- thank you for

your service, Senator Wl czyk.
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(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we nove on
to Cal endar Nunmber 8, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Yes.
Thank you, Senator G anaris.

As we're shaking the rust off, let
us be rem nded of the proper order of calling
t hese things.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 8,
Senate Print 6173B, by Senator Skoufis, an act to
amend the El ection Law and the Vehicle and
Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, |
bel i eve there's an amendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Wal czyk to be heard.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, it is
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: M. President,
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accordingly, | appeal the ruling of the chair and
ask that you recogni ze Senat or Wl czyk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or WAl czyk may be heard.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President, |
rise with a hel pful amendnent because |'m not
done yet. W call them hostile amendnents in
this body, but | really amattenpting to address

some of the challenges that you're attenpting to

address in the bill-in-chief.
So | have a bill here that requires
a -- a hel pful anendnment that requires that

someone voting in person present a valid
government -i ssued photo identification. It
defines what is included in a valid and current
government -i ssued photo identification -- nost of
them are in your pockets or purses -- and

provi des that soneone who does not possess a
val id and current governnent-issued photo
identification shall be allowed to cast an
affidavit ballot which the |ocal Board of

El ections shall be responsible for determ ning
the validity of.

It's great to make sure that people
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are who they claimto be while ensuring that a
voting experience is easy for citizens. But

al so, you can pay all of the consultants,
mul ti state groups, create new prograns at SUNY
and CUNY and do all of the elections |aw changes
that you' re doing right now, come up with all of
t hese new schenes, but you're really tying the
hand behi nd the back of anyone who is trying to
cl ean up the voter rolls, because your bill would
be so much nore successful if we had voter |.D
in the State of New York

You can't buy cough syrup or visit a
school without identification. |It's no
i nconveni ence to voters, who are the nost
powerful tools in validating their own voter
information. Rather than paying all of those
groups and consultants to do it for us, enlist
the voters who show up to the polls once a year
and have that constant contact with their
gover nnent .

Your bill needs this hel pful
anendnent, and that's why | offer it up. And for
t hose reasons, M. President, | strongly urge you
to consider -- reconsider your ruling.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
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you, Senator Wl czyk.

| want to rem nd the house that this
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATOR LANZA: Request a show of
hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Next up is
Cal endar Nunber 1, please.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 1,
Senate Print 242, by Senator May, an act to anmend
t he El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrell o, why do you rise?

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
hel | o.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Good to
see you, Ceorge.

SENATOR BORRELLO Good to see you
as wel | .

WI1l the sponsor yield for a
guestion?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: |'"d be glad to.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,

M. President. So at our Elections neeting
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earlier today, | heard you say that, Wll, this
isn't really -- you know, this is sonething so
you don't have to have a polling place for the
entire early voting period, that if they wanted
it to be -- the Board of Elections would like to
do it for just three days -- |I'm paraphrasing --
for just three days.

But previously when we've debated

this bill -- I think this is the third tine you
and | have debated this bill -- ['ve brought up
the analogy of a -- like a Board of Elections

food truck, and you said yeah. You know, it
coul d have wheels, it could be noving around.
But today it sounded like it could be just
somet hing stationary, like you could throw up a
card table at Wal mart and have peopl e vote there.
So | guess ny first question is,
what will this |ook |ike?
SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President. Thank you for debating this three

times. It makes ne feel like this bill is really
i mportant.

| will say we don't know exactly
what it will |look like, because it will be up to

the boards of elections to decide that. The bil
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says it has to exist for a mninmumof three days.
It could be a nobile van of sone kind that is
capabl e of printing ballots and having the
security necessary. It could be a library or the
ki nds of places we recogni ze as ordinary polling
pl aces, whatever the two el ecti ons comm ssioners
fromthat county agree is a suitable place.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,

M. President.

So we really haven't defined what
this I ooks like. It could be any nunber of
things. But yet we do have standards, and we
want -- you know, part of being -- having a
secure election is to ensure that we are neeting
certain standards. And you say security very
vaguely, in the sense that we ought to nake sure
it has security.

So what oversight is going to occur
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to ensure that this isn't just a card table with
a box and people cone up and, you know, fill out
the ballot and drop it in the box? Wat are we
doing to secure these -- you know, these portable
voting stations?

SENATCOR MAY: As the bill states,
these polling sites will be subject to the exact
same requirenents as the nine-day early voting
sites or the one-day Election Day sites. They
wi |l have the exact sane requirenents.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,

M. President. You'd said |last year that you
coul d have these portable stations sent to a --
you know, a high-traffic area where |ots of
people are. | think your exact words were, you
know, that, you know, you can predict that there
will be a lot of people there, and that's a good

pl ace to set up a polling station.
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So, you know, who's determ ning, you
know, what the -- that woul d be considered and
where they're going to go? | mean, you know, are
we going to -- where are they going to be set up?
How wi || that be determined if we're foll ow ng
certain guidelines?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President. It will be determ ned by the two
el ections conm ssioners fromany given county
t hat chooses to use this -- this option.

We have exanpl es from ot her states.

I n Boi se, Idaho, they put sone portable polling
sites in rural areas where it was very hard for
people to get to the full 10-day or whatever the
length of time is in Idaho the -- they couldn't
get to the polling sites, so they would put them
in places where they believed that people

ot herwi se did not have ready access to early

vot i ng.

| imagi ne there are |arge enpl oyers
in sone districts -- when Mcron opens its
facility in -- north of Syracuse, there will be

t housands of people working in that facility.
That m ght be a place where, during the weekdays,

it would be appropriate to have a site set up
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| f you had a county fair with a | ot
of peopl e expected to be there over a few day
period, that m ght be a good place for a board of
el ections to set sonething up

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,
M. President. | don't expect you to necessarily
know t he answer to this question, but you brought
up Boi se, lIdaho, as an exanple of getting
rural -- getting some rural voters access. Do
you know, do they have early voting |like we have
here in New York State, 10 days of voting when
you include early voting, in |Idaho?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, | don't honestly know t he exact
situation in |daho.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WI1l the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So you brought
up the -- Mcron and the fact that, you know, you
have a | arge enpl oyer there that woul d somehow be
set up and be giving sone kind of preferenti al
treatnment. Yet usually we try to, you know, keep
these things a little nore neutral. W're not
giving a preference to -- to, you know, to one
enpl oyer over another or to one group over
anot her.

So what kind of oversight will there
be for those |ocal boards of elections to ensure
that these portable polling places are being
fairly distributed?

SENATOR MAY: M. President, once
again, it wuld be decided by the two el ections
commi ssioners, who are fromdifferent parties,
who woul d be naking that consideration.

| would hasten to say that it
woul dn't be about preferential treatnment to
M cron, but about making sure the |argest nunber

of voters have access to the polls.
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SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO | just want to
go back to the Mcron exanple. | think we all
woul d agree that this would not have happened
wi t hout heavy, heavy, heavy subsidy from New York
State governnent, from our CGovernor, and so
forth.

Do you think it's fair that we would
set up a portable polling site in front of a
pl ace that's enpl oyi ng thousands of peopl e that
are benefiting fromone particular, you know,
el ected official's generosity with our taxpayer
funds?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President. | will say it one nore tine.
We're tal king about two el ections comn ssioners
from opposi ng parties who would be jointly nmaking
t his decision together, and not expecting or

seeking any kind of favor fromthe voters
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t hensel ves because they are not elected by the
voters thensel ves.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you once
agai n, Senator My, for the indul gence with that
debat e.

You know, we've heard this now three
times, three years in a row, and just can't get a
clear answer as to what this |ooks like. And I
know the fallback is that we have this board of
el ections were we have a Republican and a
Denocrat and they are going to work together to
make sure it's fair.

Vell, we have that in a |ot of
situations, but yet it doesn't stop New York
State governnent from you know, having --
| ordi ng over those situations with a |lot of rules
to ensure that, you know, things are being done
above board.

But all of a sudden now, we're going
to let the local election -- board of elections

fol ks decide for thenmselves howthis is going to
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| ook. And | do have faith in our |ocal boards of
el ections and the bipartisan nanner. However,
we've also at the sanme tinme been pushing to,
guot e, unquote, professionalize our boards of
el ections.

So how nuch |longer will we have a
Republ i can and a Denocrat in every nunicipality,
every county in upstate New York, that are able
to have that bipartisan discussion and debate?
The answer is maybe not for nuch longer. So
something like this could all of a sudden becone
under the purview of someone who i s not having
the best interests in a bipartisan manner.

But let's just go back to the fact
that we really don't know what this is going to
| ook like. A couple of years ago it was a food
truck; nowit's just a tenporary location. W're
really not sure. W're not sure howit's going
to |l ook. And now we've decided that our | ocal
boards of elections are going to be experts at
bei ng able to produce sonething that actually no
one has ever seen in New York State.

This has got a |lot of problens. It
continues to have a |l ot of problenms. And as |'ve

said nmany tines before, the nost inportant thing
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is to ensure that the people of New York State
bel i eve that our elections are secure and that
their vote counts. And this is just one nore
step in the wong direction, as are nany of the
other bills we've voted on today, that wll
underm ne the confidence in our elections here in
New York State.

So I'll be no.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
M. President.

When | first thought about running

for office in 2018, a big part of the reason was
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that it was hard to vote in New York State and |
was frustrated that our el ections systemwas so
difficult conpared to that in other states. And
early voting was one of the first things we
passed when we gained the majority, one of the
very first votes | took in this chanber.

| ncreasi ngly, New Yorkers are nmaking
use of early voting, and | am proud that we are
passing this bill to offer yet another bit of
flexibility for voters to nmake use of that early
voting and for boards of elections to bring the
voting to where the people are.

| do want to say this term "portable

polling places,” while they can be portable, the
reality is that on Election Day we have one-day
voting sites. These will be three-day voting
sites. So to imagine that they are sonehow nore
flighty or difficult to imagine is really, |

t hi nk, taking out of context what we're trying to
do here, which is creating flexibility, bringing
the ball ot box to the people where they are, and
maki ng sure that the nost people possible who are
eligible to vote can exercise the franchise in

New Yor k.

| vote aye
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1, those Senators voting in the negative
are Senators Ashby, Borrello,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Mattera, Miurray, Oberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bill
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Last but not
| east, M. President, Calendar Nunber 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 4,
Senate Print 610, by Senator Hoyl man-Si gal, an
act to anmend the El ection Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: | rise because

| "' m hopi ng the sponsor will be willing to yield
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for sone questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Through you, M. President. Wat is
the goal of this bill?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- SI GAL: "' m sorry?

SENATOR WALCZYK: The bill's goal

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: The bill's
goal. Well, ultimtely, as you've heard today --
t hrough you, M. President -- the goal of all of
these bills is to increase voter turnout, to
extend the franchise as widely as possible to get
as many New Yorkers to pursue their right to vote
and fulfill that solemm responsibility.

Specifically, the goal of this bil
is to permanently authorize the use of absentee
ball ot drop boxes in the state as a neans to
return absentee ballots. This bill is perm ssive
in nature, M. President, and gives counties the
authority to use drop boxes if they so see fit.

The Board of El ections would be authorized and
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directed to prormulgate related rules and rul es
and regul ati ons, including emergency regul ations
i f needed.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Now, | ast year we
funded postage for absentee ball ot applications
and for absentee ballots. |Is there a concern
that the United States Postal Service will not be
able to deliver those ballots effectively?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. Look, we've all placed
letters in our post boxes, and | was reading
recently that one took a hundred years to be
delivered to the recipient. That was in the
United Kingdom But neverthel ess, we know t hat
t he post office can be irregular.

But this is not about the post

office. This is about creating another
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opportunity, another nechanismfor voters to
return their absentee ballots. In fact,

25 states, M. President, use ballot drop boxes,
and they've done so with very few incidents.

And we understand that there is
concern around ball ot drop boxes, but it is
conpletely unfounded. It is based nostly on a
2021 docunentary called 2000 Mul es by a
ri ght-w ng conspiracy theorist naned D nesh
D Souza, who clains there were 2,000 people -- or
mul es, as he calls them-- who were hired by
unnamed nonprofits dubbed "stash houses"” to
conduct ballot trafficking, stuffing numerous
drop boxes with potentially fake absentee
bal | ot s.

Now, that is a conspiracy theorist
who's working with the 45th President of the
United States, an el ection denier, and soneone
who wants to restrict New Yorkers' right to vote,
not expand it.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would yield for
anot her question about the United States Postal
Servi ce.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WI1l the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: "' m not an
expert, but vyes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: To your -- to
your know edge, has the United States Postal
Service lost any ballots that were nailed in the

St ate of New Yor k?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: It's
possible. | have no -- | have no evidence of
t hat .

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: To your
knowl edge, has the United States Postal Service
ever committed fraud with a ballot or failed to
postmark a ballot when it was dropped off at the

proper tine?
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SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Not to ny
knowl edge, M. President.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: How | ong woul d
t he drop boxes that you're proposing be avail able
to the public? Wuld they be avail able on
El ection Day?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President, yes, they would be avail abl e.

But as our -- as our bill sets
forward, the actual regulations would be
determ ned by the New York State Board of
El ecti ons.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So while
New Yor kers woul d have poll sites to visit, these
woul d be working in -- adjacent to poll sites to
al so -- you would al so have drop boxes on
El ection Day, the voters could either choose to
take an absentee ballot to a drop box or go to a
poll site and vote with the other voters that are
voting on El ection Day?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President, yes, but it -- that is the
operating theory. But it would be up to the
New York State Board of Elections to draw up
t hose specific regul ations.

The idea is that fol ks wouldn't have
to stand in line for hours -- working-class
New Yor kers who have kids and jobs and who are --
obvi ously have a lot to do, could take advantage
of a repository, a secure drop box where they
could, at their convenience, during specified
times as set forward by the New York State Board
of Elections, drop their absentee ballot off.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
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M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: What tinme of day
woul d the drop boxes cl ose?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. Not specified in the bill.
It would be up to the New York State Board of
El ections to draw up those regul ati ons.

And they woul d cl ose, according to
this section, when the polls close on
El ection Day.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So these drop
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boxes woul d be available at 2 a.m prior to

El ection Day, but on Election Day they would
close at 9 p.m, am | understanding that right,
or when the polls close?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Again, it
woul d be up -- through you, M. President, it
woul d be up to the -- to the State Board of
El ections to draw up those specific hours and
days.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Clearly a polling
site closes the door and shuts down at 9 p. m
You know, if you show up at 9:05, sorry, you
m ssed it. Hopefully you nmailed your absentee
ballot, or we'll catch you next year, nmaybe you
shoul d apply for absentee, would be the nessage
to the -- to the voters

What is the mechani sm of shutting
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down a drop box that's placed sonewhere in the
comunity at 9 p.m on Election N ght?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. Well, 25 other states have
and are doing this.

By the way, there's again a whol e
nmovenment to restrict absentee ball ot drop boxes
by sone state |egislatures, |led by parties other
t han m ne

But the -- the way it works in other
states is that the drop boxes are cl osed when the
appoi nted hour passes for -- on Election Day.

But again, that would be up to the New York State
Board of Elections to determ ne specific rules
and regul ati ons.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: W11l ballot drop

boxes be uniforn? The size, the color, will that
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be up to the I ocal board of elections? Wat are
the options in your proposal here?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. Again, specifics about
desi gn, size, weight, | ook and feel would be
deci ded by the New York State Board of Elections.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: This bill that
you' re proposi ng which woul d have nore drop boxes
for absentee ballot receipt on Election Day up
until the time that polls close, what security
will be in place to prevent noncitizens from
putting ballots into those boxes?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. Through you, M. President.
| think, you know, the first question would be
how a noncitizen acquired a ballot in the first

pl ace to cast.
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But that said, any ballot that is
pl aced in an absentee ball ot drop box woul d have
to be verified, just |ike an absentee ball ot that
is sent through the nmail has to be verified.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: You know, that
brings up a good question. WII| there be a
di fference between the | ook or any
identification -- sonmetinmes the Board of
Elections is able to code different applications.
WIIl there be a difference in the way that an
absentee ballot that goes into a drop box | ooks
versus one that is sent in the nmail and
post marked by the United States Postal Service?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. No, it would just be your
standard New York State absentee ballot.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
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M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wul d t hat
absentee ballot that goes into the drop box up
until the polls close on Election N ght -- what
ki nd of marking does that receive to show that it
was properly cast so that the Board of El ections
could ook at it?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. Again, the specifics of how
a ballot, absentee ballot that's dropped into an
absentee ballot drop box is marked would be up to
the New York State Board of Elections to
determ ne as soon as we pass this bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Wul d t he

sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wth -- with
drop -- | nean, clearly you can walk into a pol
site with a nunber of ballots or request a nunber
of ballots at the desk and say, Yeah, 1'd like
three or four to submt and send themin, and you
get the beautiful "Your ballot was cast
successfully,” and you could just feed a few
t hrough. Obviously there's a whole staff of
board of elections at a polling site to nake sure
t hat everyone only gets one vote.

What security measures are there
with drop boxes to ensure that soneone isn't
putting nore than one ballot in one of these
drop boxes?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. It would be the sanme as any
ot her receipt of an absentee ballot. You're
entitled to one, and to cast one.

But any specific additional
provi sions regarding the safety of -- and
security of absentee ballot drop box voting woul d
be determ ned by the Board of El ections.

And let's -- and let's understand
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very clearly: Again, 25 states utilize absentee
bal | ot drop boxes, and they do it successfully

wi t hout any controversies. Notw thstanding the
el ection deniers -- which | assune you are not
one -- who claimthat the 2020 el ecti on was

stol en and who have fueled this conspiracy theory
on social nedia and el sewhere. There is not a
scintilla, not a scintilla of evidence that
absentee ball ot drop boxes |lead to | ess voter
security and election integrity.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: To those that are
famliar with how a board of elections runs, with
a Denocrat and a Republican comm ssioner to
of fset each other, they share keys to certain
roons where ballots can only be accessed if both
of themor a representative is present, and we've

got a bunch of Election Law that guarantees that.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

131

So the -- with your drop box
proposal that we're about to vote on here, what
surveillance or what sort of basic security
neasures are there to ensure that those ballots
are protected at the drop box? WII there be a
vi deo surveillance on each one of these drop
boxes? |Is that witten into your |egislation
her e?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you -- through you, M. President. Again, issues
around chain of custody would be determ ned by
the New York State Board of Elections.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Not just chain of
custody. But if Board of Elections just wanted
to make sure that no one was tanpering with the
box or -- you know, obviously if you' ve got

ballots in there, that's sonething that they
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woul d want to keep secure. They have vaults for
t hat purpose at a | ot of boards of el ections.

What basic security neasures are
witten in with your proposed change here?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. Again, | don't mean to sound
li ke a broken record, but it would be up to the
New York State Board of Elections to draw up
rul es and regul ations regarding the security and
integrity of these ballot drop boxes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t he bearing
of costs for the -- for the drop boxes, where
does that sit?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Thr ough
you, M. President. Let's understand that this
is not a nandate. It's up to counties to

determ ne whether they want to use ballot drop
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boxes and increase the franchise, which we've
seen in other jurisdictions. There in fact was a
study that showed that voter opportunity was able
to be increased close to -- close to 1 percent,
depending -- depending on the proximty to the
vot er .

So the | ocal boards woul d make that
determi nation. W have provided, in our |ast
budget, an additional $15 mllion for our | ocal
boards of elections that they potentially could
use in part for this purpose.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thanks very nuch

M. President, on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And | appreciate
your answers.

It's 2024. W just opened this
session. It's a presidential election year,
nati onwi de. The first action and the first bills
that this body took up today was to change a
bunch of election | aw and then put drop boxes all
over the place.

| -- this bill will allow someone to

drop as many ballots as they would like to or
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t hey have access to, up until the polls close on
El ection Night, wi thout any surveillance, while
the polls are still open, and there's no way to
separate those ballots by identification from any
ot her ballots that have been cast.

So you tal k about disenfranchi sement
and the faith in our election; you can see how
voters may be a little frustrated, if they're
one that goes to the poll site and they're very
concerned that others are offsetting their --
their vote

Faith in our electoral process is
t he bedrock of this constitutional republic. And
proposal s like this erode confidence and endanger
the sinple security of our elections.

For the sake of our republic, | wll
be voting no and | encourage ny coll eagues to do
the sane. Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is

cl osed.

Senat or Rhoads.

SENATCOR RHOADS: | -- not to ask
any -- not to ask any questions --
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Rhoads, are you on the bill? O are you going to
expl ain your vote |l ater?

SENATOR RHOADS: Expl ain the vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Ckay.
Thank you.

Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick?

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
"1l just explain nmy vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: To
expl ain your vote.

So debate is closed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Rhoads to explain his vote.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
M. President.

You know, this -- this has nothing

to do with -- with election denying. It has to
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do everything with comon sense. And | agree

wi th Senator Wal czyk. The issue here is the fact
that there is no security behind these ball ot
boxes.

It would make perfect sense to ne if
t hese bal | ot boxes were going to be placed at
polling sites so that there would be supervision
from enpl oyees of the Board of Elections so that
t hey can guarantee that everything is being done
the way it's supposed to be done.

It woul d make sense -- | nmean, even
if you put a ballot box at a post office,
virtually every town in the State of New York has
a post office. The post offices are open,
there's nonitoring. It would be secure. So even
if they don't want to pay for a stanp and
actually put it in the mailbox at the post

office, there could be a drop box in the | obby of

a post office -- many have 24-hour access,
right -- where there would be sonme | evel of
security.

Here, this bill provides no

i nstruction what soever as to what these ball ot
boxes are supposed to | ook |ike, how these ball ot

boxes are supposed to be secured, how the ballots

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

137

that go into those boxes are going to be secured.

So literally, if the Board of
El ections were to say, Hey, you know what, 1|'ve
got a Hamrerm || Paper box and I'mgoing to cut a
slit inthe top of it, and it's secure because
|"mwapping it in duct tape, that is going to
pass under this legislation. But we all know
that that's not secure.

| think this bill is a mstake. |
amall for giving voters nore opportunities to be
able to participate in the process, but we have
todoit in a way that keeps the integrity of the
ballots and the integrity of the process secure.
This does not do it.

My vote is in the negative.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Rhoads to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick to
expl ain her vote.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, M. President.

The sponsor did nmake sone points
about wanting to make sure that every vote is

counted. And while it's been intimated that this
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side of the aisle is afraid of people voting that
don't have the right to, the other issue that we
have to be concerned about is that ballots are
going into a box -- and in ny head it's
envisioning what is very sinmlar to be a FedEx
box.

And on Long Island, in my business
i n Nassau County, we use FedEx boxes all the tine
to get |egal docunents back and forth. And |'ve
unfortunately had nultiple occasi ons where boxes
have been broken into, docunents never arrive,
checks are lost, original docunents, del ayed
cl osi ngs.

Sol -- 1 fear that a person who
took the time to fill out a ballot, which in
Nassau County will probably have nore than 30,
30-plus electoral -- candidates that they're
voting for, that that ballot's going to disappear
potentially if somebody breaks into that box.

We have no surveillance. W have no
way of counting how many ballots went into that
box. W have no way of determ ning which
residents, which constituents voted. And |
daresay that -- | know that there are people

sitting in this chanber that won by | ess than
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20 votes. So one box being conprom sed has the
ri sk of changi ng what our electorate want. And
t hat' s danger ous.

As ny col | eague Senator Wal czyk
poi nted out, there are so many issues with the
security of these precious ballots that -- it is
our basic constitutional right to vote, and we
have a duty to safeguard that. And | don't think
that this bill is doing that.

For those reasons, I'll be voting in
t he negative. Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick to be recorded in the
negati ve.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 4, those Senators voting in the negative
are Senators Ashby, Borrello,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |

i s passed.
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Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to adjourn
until tonorrow, Tuesday, January 9th, at
11: 00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, January 9th, at 11:00 a.m

(Wher eupon, at 5:00 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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