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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Today' s
clergy will be fromButler Menorial United
Met hodi st Church, State Senator Jammal Bail ey.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Bail ey.

Thank you, M. President.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: In al
seriousness, let us pray.

Fat her God -- whoever you nay pray
t o, whoever brings you here -- we are all here
for a real reason on a particular path. And that
path is often wal ked by different people at
different tinmes, but Lord, you know that we're
wal ki ng for the same reasons: To bring safety,
equality, justice and fairness to all of our

residents in each county of the great State of
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New Yor k.

Whet her Watertown or Westchester,
Bronx or Broone County, we are all charged with
reasons, and in seasons, to nake sure that we are
providing for our constituents in all ways -- not
just in all ways, but always.

In Jesus' nane we pray. Anen.

(Response of "Amen.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Friday,
June 9, 2023, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Thursday, June 8,
2023, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Mbti ons and resol utions.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Good
nor ni ng, Senator G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Senator Breslin, | wish to call up Cal endar
Nunber 1189, Assenbly Print 4925.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1189, Assenbly Print Number 4925, by
Assenbl ynenber Hunter, an act to amend the
| nsur ance Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
reconsi der the vote by which this Assenbly bil
was substituted for the Senate bill, Print 6827,
on June 10t h.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bill
is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng

Cal endar.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

7139

SENATCR G ANARI S: | now nove that
Assenbly Bill 4925 be conmitted to the Conmittee
on Rules and the Senate bill be restored to the
order of Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's take up
t he cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a substitution at the desk

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Cooney
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 3301A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 1051A, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1073.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:
Substitution so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1073, Assenbly Bill Nunber 3301A, by
Assenbl ynmenber Raj kumar, an act to anmend the
Executi ve Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 1073, voting in the negative:
Senat or Tedi sco.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1299, Senate Print 6858B, by Senator Rhoads, an
act authorizing the County of Nassau assessor to
accept an application for a real property tax
exenpti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1299, voting in the negative:
Senat or O Mar a.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1822, Senate Print 7362A, by Senator Cooney, an
act to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect March 1, 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.
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The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Kavanagh
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 7768 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 7573, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1840.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:
Substitution so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1840, Assenbly Bill Nunber 7768, by
Assenbl ynenber Colton, an act to amend the
Educati on Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect July 1, 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Kavanagh to explain his vote.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you,

M. President.

The hour is late, so | will be
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brief, as Senator Liu has instructed ne to be.
That's a bit of an inside joke.

But no, this is a very significant
thing we're doing. W in fact changed the day to
Saturday just to do this tonight.

W are, with this bill, designating
t he Asian Lunar New Year as a statew de schoo
holiday. And we know t hat across New York one of
t he ways we convey the significance of a
particular culture, the inclusiveness of our
state, is to recogni ze holidays that are
important to the many di fferent people in our
di verse comunities across the state.

This holiday is a very significant
holiday for many of our Asian-Anerican
New Yorkers and, for many, the nost significant
holiday in the year. And we know that the AAPI
comunity has been growi ng across the state by
38 percent between the |ast two census counts by
the U S. governnent. But we al so know that Asian
representation has been growi ng right here in our
own Senate chanber and in the Assenbly chanber.

So this is a very, you know, proud
nmonment for me to be a sponsor of this bill, as a

representative of Chinatown. | want to thank ny
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col | eagues, particularly Senator Liu and

Senat or Chu and the | eadership of our | eader,
Andrea Stewart-Cousins; and in the Assenbly,
sponsors Assenbl ymenber Col ton and

Assenbl ynmenber Lee -- who is here -- and the
Speaker, for working with our |eader to get this
across the finish |ine.

And al so our -- | should acknow edge
our Education chair, Senator Mayer, who has been
very supportive of this.

So with that, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Kavanagh to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Liu to explain his vote.

SENATCOR LI U M. President, in the
interests of full disclosure, I'mAsian. 1've
been Asian ny whole life. And this is pretty
darn inportant to Asian Anericans. Wth that, |
proudly vote aye.

| want to thank Senator Kavanagh for
sponsoring this. And Senator Kavanagh, this is
how you do bri ef.

Thank you. | encourage ny
col | eagues to do the sane.

(Laught er; appl ause.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Liu to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Mayer to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

M. President. | wll be brief -- not as brief
as Senator Liu.

But thank you, Senator Kavanagh,
Senat or Liu, Senator Chu, all ny coll eagues for
their | eadership in expanding the holidays for
school s throughout the state, and particularly
for maki ng Asian Lunar New Year a school holiday
for every district.

As we do so, we're going to need to
work with the State Education Departnent, the
Board of Regents, Conm ssioner Betty Rosa, to
ensure that we have flexibility as our schools
struggle to both diversify the holidays they
celebrate and al so deal with the 180-day
requi renent that the state i nposes on them

This is going to require flexibility
and creativity. | look forward to working with
our coll eagues across the street at the
State Education Departnent to find ways to ensure
our kids both cel ebrate holidays and have all the

requisite learning we need themto do.
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| proudly vote aye and sal ute ny
col | eagues for bringing this to the floor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Mayer to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Chu to explain her vote.

SENATOR CHU: Thank you,

M. President. Happy Saturday.

|"mvery excited to be here to speak
on this bill that still keeps ny eyes open at
this hour. Lunar New Year right now, this
holiday is probably one of the nost cel ebrated
holidays in the world. Right now, around the
world there's about 2 billion people, population,
who are cel ebrating Lunar New Year this holiday.

And usually this holiday falls in
| ate January, early February. And next year it
is February 10, which the night is the eve we
have a big feast, a dinner with our famly. And
it is a nonth-l1ong, 30 days of cel ebration.

So this -- it is absolutely the tine
for our famly and friends who cel ebrate and cone
t oget her for each other to celebrate for our
culture and our future.

As an Asi an- Anerican nysel f, our

expansive cultures and traditions have typically
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not been recognized in the public domain. "1l
sinply state it is about tine we do so.

So | really appreciate all ny
col | eagues, especially State Senator Kavanagh and
all the Senators and our | eadership who support
this one. | really, really appreciate it.

It means a lot for our AAPI
comunity because by passing this bill it nmeans
our students, our famlies who celebrate this
hol i day, they no | onger need to choose between
their honmework, their tasks, their attendance in
their school, their records -- or they can spend
the tine to celebrate with their famly.

And I"'mreally proud to be a
cosponsor of this bill.

For all these reasons, | proudly
vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Chu to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

There's a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Senat or Addabbo
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 7769 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 7574, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1859.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1859, Assenbly Bill Nunber 7769, by
Assenbl ynmenber Raj kumar, an act to anmend the
Educati on Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect July 1, 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Addabbo to explain his vote.

SENATOR ADDABBC Good nor ni ng,
everyone.

Li ght over darkness, good over evil,

the ability to address your chall enges. These

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

7149

are the nessages of Diwali, and this is the
characteristic of Diwali.

And now, because of this bill --
hopefully the Governor signs it -- the residents
of New York City, through the school system wll
realize this as a holiday.

It's a positive nmessage that | think
certainly in today's tines we need that nessage
that Diwali brings us. | want to thank you al
for your support. | want to thank our | eader, of
course, for bringing this to the floor.

But | really want to thank
Eric Katz, ny legislative director, and the team
To deal with the Assenbly on this bill, and their
persistence to get it to the floor and to have us
do this bill -- it was an adventure. So | want
to say thank you.

And I'Il be voting aye. Thank you
very much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Addabbo to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Liu to explain his vote.

SENATOR LI U: Thank you,

M. President.

Diwali is the triunph of good over
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evil, of Iight over darkness, of everything good
over bad. It's very inportant as well. And |
t hank Senat or Addabbo for carrying this bill.

This is very nmeaningful to the
growi ng popul ati on of New Yorkers who are of the
Hi ndu, the Jain, the Sikh and al so the Buddhi st
faith.

So | want to thank Majority Leader
Stewart-Cousins for all of her support in this,
as well as many of our colleagues here, and |
proudly vote aye.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Liu to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Chu to explain her vote.

SENATOR CHU: Thank you,

M. President, again for another reason | stil

keep ny eyes open for these exciting bills.

Diwali neans "world of light." It's

a holiday usually to celebrate for five days
long. That's where our people celebrate with
great happi ness and joy and synbolize the
spiritual victory of |ight over darkness, good
over evil, and know edge over i gnorance.

And majorly, usually there's three
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traditional ways to celebrate this holiday. W
dress in colorful traditional clothing, we |ight
up the inside and outside of our hones with a row
of lights, and probably the last one is the nost
uni versal celebration, is we celebrate with
fireworks.

And with that, by passing this
bill -- sorry, late hours.

Unfortunately for those holidays,
those five days' celebration time, our students,
they're not given any tinme off of the school to
partake in the festival. However, this bill wll
make Diwali a school holiday in New York Gty and
send a nmessage to our constituents that we
recogni ze their cel ebration and encourage their
traditions by allowing themto take home to focus
on their religious obligations.

In my district this bill will allow
my constituents the ability to participate in
Diwali celebrations. And | would like to thank
Senat or Addabbo for advancing this inportant
representation in enbracing our diversity. And
|"ma proud cosponsor of this bill.

For all these reasons, | vote aye.

Thank you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Chu to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1861, Senate Print Number 7571, by
Senat or Scarcel |l a-Spanton, an act in relation to
authorizing the Silver Lake Foundation Inc. to
receive retroactive real property tax exenpt
st at us.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Persaud to explain her vote.

Just ki ddi ng, Roxie.

Announce the results.

(Laughter.)

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar Nunber 1861, voting in the negative:
Senat or O Mar a.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATCR G ANARI S: That was |ike
getting called on when you didn't do the reading
for the day.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President, |
nove to recomit the cal endar of bills to the
Rul es Committee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: So
or der ed.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease recogni ze
Senator Ott.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you,
M. President.

It is late, and 1'd like to say I'l
be brief, but that's a very subjective term So

"1l be between Senator Liu and Senator Wal czyk,
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sonewhere in the mddle there.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR ORTT: You know, as a
| eader, you know, whenever you do these closing
comments you think about things you're going to
say on behal f of your conference, you think about
t hi ngs you should say. And of course we al ways
do these at like 4:00 in the norning, right?

So -- and the truth is not only am| not at ny
best, it's 4:00 in the norning. You really don't
feel like doing all the coments you wote at

10 ppm So -- so that was the strategy. G eat

j ob.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ORTT: Great job.

But | just want to -- first of all,
| want to thank -- | think the nost inportant
thing at the end of session is to thank everyone
who hel ps make the New York State Senate run.
Because there's a lot of folks who don't sit in
t hese chairs, whose nanes are never on a ballot,
whose nanes aren't in the newspaper, probably
much to their appreciation. But they nake this
pl ace run on behalf of the 20 mllion people who

live in New York State. And they help us do what
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we have to do.

So to all of the staff, both in this
room and out there, who help nake us | ook as good
as we can be | ooked -- | ook as good as we can,
and who help us do our job, | just want to thank
the staff collectively, Republican and Denocrat.

And | would like a round of applause for all of

t hem

(Appl ause.)

SENATCR ORTT: No doubt on both
sides -- and |'m sure Senator Stewart-Cousins
will mention her staff. | do want to thank our

staff, our counsel staff, who's spent a | ot of
time working with our counterparts across the
aisle to get bills in, to get changes nade so
that these bills can be put on the floor and
hopefully put into | aw

And it's a hard process even when we
were in the majority. You don't get all the
bills you want. Things happen. The Assenbly
makes a change and screws them up or whatever,
however it goes. But it's tough.

But | want to thank our staff;
agai n, counsel's office, for the work that they

do working with Majority counsel's office to get
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t hese cal endars in, nmake sure we have tinme to
brief. Mch of our staff is briefing these
bills. Certainly in the Mnority they're
briefing us at 1:00 in the norning, 2:00 in the
norning, they're briefing us on very little
sleep. Even if they're briefing us at 10:00 in
t he norning, they probably didn't sleep nmuch the
ni ght before as they were going through these
bills.

And all the great questions you
heard, nost of themwere witten by staff. Not
all of them but a lot of them And so | want to
t hank our staff certainly for the work that they
do.

| want to thank our nenbers. It is
a privilege to serve in leadership in this body.
It is certainly a privilege to be a conference
| eader. And for me, to be chosen by your
col | eagues, by your peers to lead them-- | nean,

we're all Senators. And to be chosen by

Senators -- |"msure the Majority Leader feels
exactly the sane way -- it's really a very high
honor .

And it is not always easy, but it is

certainly an honor and pleasure. And | want to
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t hank ny nmenbers for how you conducted yoursel ves
on the floor, for the debate, for the questions,
and for the job that you do.

So | want to thank you, of course,
for letting ne lead this conference. It is one
of the great honors of ny life, M. President, to
| ead the Republican Conference here in the
State Senate.

| want to thank the Majority Leader,
Senat or Stewart-Cousins, for her partnership, for
her cooperation, for her understanding, and for
the role she plays as the | eader of the body but
al so the | eader of her conference, and for
working with ne as we try to get through what we
have to get through on behal f of the people of
New York State.

| want to thank Senator G anaris for
what he does here on the floor.

And of course I1'd be remiss if |
didn't thank ny deputy | eader, Senator Lanza.
Senat or Lanza, as you m ght know, doesn't really
| eave the chair a whole lot. Now, |'ve told him
he can | eave to go to the bathroom get sonething
to eat, get away from Senator G anaris for a few

m nutes --
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(Laughter.)

SENATCR ORTT: -- whatever it is,
right? But he really doesn't. He sits here --
and | cane over here, he's got bottles of water.
It's like he's a hostage out here.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR ORTT: But he's -- he does
not like to | eave because he takes his role,
being a floor |eader, being that floor general,
very seriously.

And there's a | ot of hours spent on
this floor -- not just today, but the whol e week
and all session. And certainly on behalf of our
conference, | want to thank Senator G anaris
{sic} for your |eadership here as well.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR ORTT: He thought he was
going to be the nost fashionable guy and he wore
t he seersucker suit, and then he saw
Senat or WAl czyk and that was out the w ndow,
so --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ORTT: Very, very briefly,
M. President.

Look, it's no surprise, it's been a
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| ong session, there's been a lot of tw sts and
turns this session fromthe judicial nom nations
to the budget to -- you know, here we are today.
And it's probably no secret that our conference
feels very differently about a |ot of

| egislation -- not all of it. Not all of it. |If
you' ve probably | ooked at the nunber of bills

t hat were passed, many of them were passed
overwhel m ngly or unani nously.

But there's a lot of bills that our
conference has very real disagreenents about, and
you say that in the debate. And it's a
phi | osophical difference. | really believe at
our core, and | think it was crystallized in the
el ections bill, the changing of the election.

And | was thinking about, you know, what was |
going to talk about, and I wanted to boil it down
because it's late and | wanted to just get to the
one bill. But | think it crystallizes the

di fference between our conference and the

Maj ority.

This is a conference that believes
that the snmaller the form of governnent, the
better. The bigger it gets, the worse it gets,

the nore divorced fromthe people. So whether
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it's your village government, your city
governnent, your town governnent, your county
government, | firmy believe that that is the

| evel of government certainly that's closest to
t he peopl e and that produces the best result and
t hat ensures our principles, which are freedom
public safety, affordability -- those are our
principles here in this conference.

And general | y speaki ng, when we talk
about Al bany, | don't believe in my tine here,
both Majority and Mnority, | haven't seen a ton
of solutions that came out of this place that
made life infinitely better for people on the
ground. And certainly in Washington, D.C., |
think we can all agree that's even nore the case.
Because you're just getting bigger.

And yet what we did with that
bill -- and | know, we heard things |ike, you
know, voter turnout. And, you know, so obviously
t he argunent being that we are agai nst voter
turnout, which neans we nust be agai nst
denocracy. That's -- nothing can be further from
t he truth.

|"ve watched over the past severa

years as this body has made several Election Law
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changes. W have nmade it easier and easier and
easier to vote. O at |least we've said that.
We've said we're naking it easier to vote. You
can vote early, you can vote absentee, you can
change your registration very close to the
El ection Day. You can register to vote very
close to the Election Day. You can have an
absentee ballot that's not even postnarked.

W' ve nade nmany, nany changes, al
in the nane of boosting voter turnout, meking it
easier to vote. And yet still, apparently that's
not enough. So we've got to condense these
el ections.

| don't believe it's about turnout.
| firmy believe it's about nationalizing
elections. That's what it's about. And we know
why. We know why. Senator -- the sponsor during
t he debate said, you know, turnout, what's the
probl en? \When you nationalize elections here in
the State of New York, that is going -- if you
| ook at the nunbers, Republican voters turn out
at a higher rate in mdtermyears. They also
turn out in the even years, but they turn out at
a higher rate in mdtermyears. Denocrat voters

tend to turn out big in national elections,
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predom nantly presidential.

Those are the nunbers. Despite al

the efforts we've made, those renmi n the nunbers.

So what do we do? Let's nerge them That'll --
that's the ticket. W'Il nerge the elections,
and then hopefully that addresses the issue of
turnout. But what it really does is it changes
the outcome in local elections. And it
absolutely will drown out |ocal governnent

el ections, canpaigns and issues. There's no way
it doesn't. There's no way it doesn't.

When you -- when your average
constituent turns on their TV and watches CNN
MBNBC, Fox News, whatever it is, they're not
tal ki ng about the town board or the county
| egi sl ature, they're tal king about the
presidential politics, Washington, D.C. That's
true for nost people. That's the |evel of
politics they know.

And we' ve seen the nationalization

of politics due to social nmedia and other reasons

across the board. | see people running for
school board tal king about the southern border.

So we know what it's really about.

And our conference stands opposed to that because
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we believe in the primacy of |ocal governnent.

And t hey shoul d have their own year to tal k about

| ocal issues. And we see the results. Denocr at s

vote for Republicans in those |ocal years. In
nati onal years, Republicans vote for Denocrats,
because the issues are different. And that
separation is key, and it's always been that way.

And it has worked because everyone
is -- even Senator Martins said everyone in ny
district's registered to vote that wants to vote,
and they are free to vote. W've nade it easier
for themto vote. And that's not a bad thing.
It's not a bad thing. | served for a year in a
country where they didn't have the right to vote,
and it was only people with guns that all owed
themto go vote. So it is a good thing when
peopl e can turn out, and we should al ways
encour age that.

But to drown out |ocal election
years, to essentially nullify the inportance of
| ocal elections in the effort of partisan
politics -- that's what this is. And let's not
pretend that partisan politics don't ever enter
t hi s august chanber, because they do. They did

before, and they do today, and they will in the
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future. That's a reality. The folks at hone
wat chi ng, they're smart enough to know -- whet her
it's 20 percent or 70 percent, they know that's
what's goi ng on here.

So while we were disappointed with
that and other bills, certainly the Clean Slate
| egi sl ation and sone others, | was proud of the
way this conference has conducted ourselves the
past week.

And | would just say this, because |
noticed on the floor, you know, things get a
little tense, M. President. They get a little
tense this time of year. People are tired, we're
up late. But how we conduct ourselves | think is
i mportant. And how we conduct oursel ves when
we' re having passionate debates is inportant to
me. | knowit's inportant to the
Majority Leader, because |'ve talked to her and
she's affirmed that. And | know it's inportant
to our conference.

And so | would just rem nd ny
col | eagues across the aisle that we do have a
di fferent governing philosophy that is
represented by our constituents. W're not your

bro, we're your colleagues. W're not stupid, we
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have a different way that we think governnent
shoul d be run.

M. President, we sleep just fine at
ni ght .

Thank you for your indul gence.
want to thank the nmenbers. CGod bl ess.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
pl ease recogni ze Majority Leader Andrea
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Majority Leader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so nuch.

And |I'mnot going to say |'m going
to be brief, but I certainly will not bring this
to an extraordinarily long end. But there are
t hank-yous, there are sentinments that obviously
need to be expressed.

But | think the sentinment overall is
gratitude. Gatitude, again, for the opportunity
to be in these chanbers. Gatitude for the

opportunity to share our opinions, to debate our
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phi | osophies, and to govern in a way that
reflects, yes, our districts and what we believe
is for the betternment of the state.

But as Senator Ortt said, none of
this happens without all of us working together.
And this is, in this night of gratitude, the tine
where | too get a chance to thank all of the
peopl e who nake this work.

And | of course want to say
thank you to ny deputy, the guy who keeps it
nmovi ng, keeps the decorum He too is really not
allowed to | eave. Every once in a while you do,
and then you're |ike, okay, let ne get back.

But | want to thank you,

Senator G anaris, for really helping to guide the
ship and getting us to the end.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: | " m goi ng
totell a secret. He's going to be a daddy!

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Very
exci ting.

And of course your -- your
counterpart, Senator Lanza. W' ve been --

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: You know,
| was going to -- you don't know what you did, do
you?

SENATCOR LANZA: | have that effect.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Yeah.

(To Senator Ott.) You know, |
was -- because when you were thanking him you
actually said "G anaris."

SENATOR ORTT: No.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Yes, you
did. So | was going to do that. You thanked
him and then you said -- but | knew we were --
so |l will give you -- but thank you al so,
Senat or Lanza, for what you do.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Senat or
Ott, certainly it is a pleasure. Even when you
staged a mni-revolt. Then we're |ike, okay,
what's going on, you know. But | found out.
And, you know, we get to talk. And then
everybody cones back together and we eventual ly
get to the end.

But it's good working with you, and
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Il will always strive to keep the |ines of
comuni cati on open.

Qoviously I want to thank the
incredi ble staff on both sides of the aisle. |
know ny staff has really -- like you said,
there's been so many twists and turns, and so
it's been a perpetual going and going and goi ng.
So | thank each and every one of you for really
creating an environnent, no matter how bunpy or
how uncertain, really just -- just even and
real ly professional.

And again, | know we've been on the
Mnority side, and staff in the Mnority work
just as hard -- and sonetines even harder because
you have to do a | ot of catching up

So again, thank you so nmuch to the
staff. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And when
| talk about staff, | really have to shout out ny
senior staff, who really have just been
incredible. M counsel, Eric Katz.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: The noney

man, ny Finance director, Dave Friedfel.
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(Appl ause.)
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: M ke

Mur phy, communi cations director. Were's M ke?
There he is.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: | want to
t hank Jonat han Al varenga, ny director of
oper at i ons.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And al
of ny staff here in the Capitol, 907, in the
district, just thank you so rmuch. | said | know
you have to run a | ot because of ne.

And | also want to thank -- where's
Al ej andra, Al ejandra Paulino, the Secretary of
t he Senate?

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: She
t hought of getting us all these cool bottles so
that we will stay hydrated during the sumer.

But thank you, Ale, for always
maki ng sure everything is, again, the way it
shoul d be.

Al so Big Ben, Ben Sturges.

(Appl ause.)
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SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And al
t he Sergeant-at-Arnms who keep us safe.

| think it's pretty clear that it
takes a village. And every single one of you,
every single one of us plays an essential role in
this village.

And of course | want to thank ny
conference. Every tine | get an opportunity to
say, you know, how incredible you are -- and |
| ook over there too, and |'ve got to | ook back
t here.

And t hank you. Thank you for
never -- never being afraid to take on the hard
fights, to do things that were never, ever
entertai ned before in these chanbers because so
many -- so nmany of us were never in the chanber.
But here we are. And every day we prove to
New York and to New Yorkers what | eadership | ooks
like.

| also want to thank ny first ever,
the first-ever class of all wonen freshnen
Senators --

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Never

done. Cone on.
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| was trying to get Patricia over,
but -- you know, Patricia, because you were al one
in the group. | said, Cone on over, but she
didn't. She stayed. (Laughing.)

But | want to say to themthat they
al | brought such uni que and diverse perspectives
to our body. And you all have acconplished so
much in your very, very first year in Al bany.

When | stood in front of the chamnber
at the beginning of the year, it was to | ead
New York State's first ever back-to-back
supernmgjorities in state history. Voters sent us
here once again to continue addressing the nost
pressing issues of the day with the sane |evel of
tenacity and resol ve that we' ve denonstrated
si nce the begi nning.

W were tasked with formulating
timely solutions that not only alleviated the
synptonms but rooted out the disease. W spent
this session fighting at every turn for the best
interests of the people we represent, and
certainly for mddle- and working-class famlies.
We opened strong pro-denocracy, pro-choice
| egi slation to counter national rollbacks.

We used our purse to craft a
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hi stori ¢ budget that funds resources and
opportunities fromthe mddle out and fromthe
bottom up, creating a nore affordable New York
for all. And now we're closing with robust
policies that carry this year's nmonmentumto

unl ock our greatest potential for generations to
cone.

The rest of the nation | ooks to us
to set an exanple. That's why the work we do
here carries enornous wei ght, because the path we
clear today will be the road that others wll
t ake tonorrow.

As sonme seek to up-end the pillars
of our denocracy and claw at the heart of
Anmerican val ues, New York continues to stand as a
breakwater. Per our tradition since taking the
majority, we started this session by advancing a
new spate of voting reforms and el ection
protections that pay homage to the peopl e who
sent us here and ensure that they always have the
final say in these halls of power. W expanded
bal | ot access, strengthened anti-suppression
neasures. W took steps to join the ERIC
dat abase that will keep voter registration

i nformati on up-to-date across state |ines.
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We al so rejected the draconi an
attacks on our reproductive freedons by advanci ng
t he second passage of the Equal Ri ghts Amendrent,
whi ch codi fies reproductive care and gender
equality in the State of New York

We further strengthened provider
protections, increased access to services,
solidifying New York as a destination state for
anyone in need of reproductive care.

And we hel d oursel ves account abl e by
enacti ng much-needed judicial reforms, ensuring
the arbiters of justice are beholden solely to
t he | aw

Qur state was founded by those
fl eei ng oppression in search of the freedom we
hold dear. That's why we took proactive steps in
this year's legislative budget to allocate
$1.3 billion for asylum seeker support, and we'll
continue to work with our state and federal
partners in addressing this situation with
humani ty and grace.

W al so passed the Coverage For Al
| egislation that will help provide healthcare to
i mm grant brothers and sisters w thout burdening

our state taxpayers.
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New York will look to chanpion the
val ues we were built upon, but we can only do
that if our own foundation is rock-solid. That
means continuing to nake New York an affordabl e
state where famlies can settle down and raise
their children without being priced out of their
livelihoods. This session we hel ped nmake that a
reality by raising the m ni numwage and i ndexi ng
it toinflation to make it a true |iving wage.

We al so conti nued supporting
famlies by expanding the childcare tax credit
eligibility to kids under five, because no parent
shoul d have to choose between raising their child
and maki ng a living.

We | ooked to nake the everyday costs
of living a | ot cheaper by ratepayer protections,
capping the price of insulin, prohibiting
pri ce-gougi ng of medicine, and this week passing
t he New York HEAT Act. Wth these nmeasures we're
making it nmore economically possible to stay in
t he place you' ve al ways known, keeping New York's
excel l ence right here at hone.

Rei nvesting in New York conmunities
is fundanmental to the continued growh and

success of our state as a whole. That's why, in
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addition to supporting househol ds, we've al so
taken steps to bol ster | ocal resources.

We prioritized public transportation
and infrastructure by continuing to fund MIA
services that result in better service, including
a pilot programof five free buses throughout the
city boroughs.

W i npl enented recommendati ons from
the Task Force on Linp Safety to make comerci al
rentals safer and nore reliable. W passed the
first-ever railroad safety package in our state's
history to prevent future calamties |like the one
in East Pal estine, Chio, from happening right
here in New York

We al ways invest in the best when it
comes to our comunities by creating
opportunities at every turn. For nmany, it starts
with education. And that's why |I'mso proud that
this year, for the first time, we're fully
fundi ng Foundation Aid for our public schools,
finally ensuring that no one is owed nobney and
| ooking to nmake sure that no one is | ocked out of
a brighter future because of the zip code they
[ive in.

And we' re guaranteei ng that students
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will eat at |least two free nmeals during the
school day. 1In a world where many chil dren
receive the magjority of their nourishnment at
school, this is inportant, it's inperative, and
it's groundbreaking.

W halted any increases in state
tuition for SUNY and CUNY. W continued our
i nvestment in our public higher education system
by providing $3 billion in capital investnents.

We know that in order for people to
make good choi ces, they need to have good
choices. That's why we've strengt hened
after-school programm ng, expanded investnents in
activities dedicated to the arts and youth
athletics. And this week we passed a bill to
enact the School Anti-Violence Education Act,
ai med at reduci ng gun viol ence anong chil dren.

| remain a firmbeliever that public
safety and justice reformcan work together.
Thi s conference has never been a one-and-done
shop. So we clarified the bail law to ensure
that it's working as intended by providing judges
greater discretion, and put greater funding
t owards gun viol ence reduction and nental health

treat nent.
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And we're prioritizing second
chances. And |I'mso proud that today we passed
Clean Slate, which will renmove barriers that have
prevented too many fromreintegrating into
society after they've fully paid their debt. Now
we can tap into the talent and potential that has
been needl essly withheld from our communities due
t o perpetual punishnent.

In the same effort, we passed the
| andmar k W ongful Convictions Act, which grants
citizens a nmeaningful review of their case to
redress wongful convictions, even in guilty
pl eas.

W' ve al so begun the process to
fully outlaw forced | abor as a puni shnent for
crime, the well-known 13th Amendnent | oophol e
that has allowed | egal slavery to flourish
t hroughout U.S. prisons. Qur bill, "No Sl avery
in New York," is a nonunmental step towards
stanpi ng out our nation's original sin and
accounting for the ways it still perneates our
everyday |ives.

Qur conference is conmtted to
correcting the m stakes of the past so they are

no | onger the playbook of the future. That's
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al so why we're finally advancing the

Comm ssi on on Reparations, which will be tasked
with studying the effects on how New York's
status as an econom ¢ and cul tural hub of the
world has in many ways been built and shaped by
sl avery, and how we as a state, as a nation, can
atone for the generational trauma that's

i ncurred.

These are crucial steps towards
bui l ding a strong and nore equitable New York
But as | so often say, we can't reap the true
reward of these efforts if the earth is
uni nhabi table. Just this week New York was the
center of the world's attention as we led the
pl anet in the worst air quality by hundreds of
points, shattering all records since the EPA
first started keeping track, as a result of the
Canadi an wi | dfires.

We often hear the refrain "It wll
never happen in New York." But we as | eaders
know better. \Wether it be reproductive freedom
gun control, clinmate action, we see now that the
only guaranteed protections are the ones that we
secure for ourselves. The stakes have never been

higher. That's why I'mnot only so proud of this
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nation-|eading clinmate action we've enacted in
t he past, but of our continued efforts to make
good on climate prom ses in the CLCPA while
reversing the danage that's been done. Because
we no | onger have to inmagi ne how bad the
alternatives can be.

We finished the session strong in
our commtnent by getting the Build Public
Renewabl es Act done and passing the
Climate Superfund Act, which requires our biggest
polluters to pay up on the costs of adapting to
climate change. It also has the teeth necessary
to ensure our clean, green infrastructure of the
future is union-made right here in Anerica.

That's what our conference is al
about: I nplenmenting ground-up reforns that not
only target the urgent needs of our citizens and
our state, but do so in a way that generates
growt h and prosperity throughout all |evels of
soci ety.

The chal |l enges we face are really
opportunities lying in wait. As this
del i berative body passes conmobn-sense sol utions,
we're witing the blueprint for our greatest

potential yet. So as you return to your
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districts to nmeet with your hardworking famlies
and the community, all the people who you
represent, | invite you to consider the ways our
work here will change their circunstances for the
better, and to feel proud of what we've
acconpl i shed on behal f of New Yorkers.

| want to thank you all for another
i ncredi ble, nmenorable and historic year. And
when you go back to neet all your hardworking
constituents, don't forget to hang out a little
bit with the people you actually know, |ove and
t hat have mi ssed you for so | ong as you come up
here away from your famlies.

Have sone tinme, enjoy yourself.

Repl enish. Travel a little bit. Stay safe. And
| will see you back, happy and healthy, in 2024.
God bl ess. Thank you.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
is there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adjourn to a date and tinme at the call of the
Tenporary President of the Senate, with
i nterveni ng days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until a date
and time at the call of the Tenporary President
of the Senate, intervening days being
| egi sl ative.

(Cheers; appl ause.)

(Wher eupon, at 3:27 a.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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