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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Rever end
Dr. Brian Ellis-G bbs, from Queens Baptist Church
in Queens Village, New York, will deliver today's
i nvocati on.

Rever end?

REVEREND ELLI S- G BBS: Let us pray.

W conme in this nmoment to
acknowl edge You who are called by many nanes --
justice, conpassion, truth and | ove -- asking
that am d discord and political posturing, out of
Your mercy, You will be present anong those who
are gathered in this space.

We ask for You to pour into everyone
the wi sdomthat comes only from You. May those
who have been elected to serve curate a
prophetically powerful agenda that ensures that
people are prioritized over profits. My those

who have been entrusted to represent the needs of
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t he peopl e choose equity and peace over
di vi si veness.

May Your sons and daughters, the
ones whom You have fashioned and created, reflect
the image of light in darkness, promse amd
pai n, and hope for those whose hope is running
out .

Use themnot only to disnmantle
systens that oppress and perpetuate a cycl e of
trauma, but bless them as they serve the best
interests of Your creation. Bless themas they
make difficult decisions. Bless themas they
rise up against the domnant narrative, rewiting
a narrative that enphasi zes justice and
i beration.

Wiile |eading themin the work, do
not forget to bless their famlies, their hones,
heal i ng them where they are hurting, conforting
themin their grieving, connecting themto joy in
their m dnight nonents and courage in their
val | ey experiences.

Remenber to bl ess those who are not
al ways acknow edged or seen, but those persons,
the staff, who have made a commitnent to show up

and sacrifice and serve as sources of support,
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doi ng the work behind the scenes.

May all work together, forging a new
comunity that is centered in the conpassion that
You extend to them May they work to give birth
to a New York State that is affordable, safe and
enpowers, gives, and benefits all those who have
chosen to nake this state their hone. My they
seek to renenber the forgotten, see the
negl ected, recogni ze the invisible, and honor the
val ue and worth of all people.

And may all be done with an
under st andi ng that what they do for the w dow and
t he orphan, the honel ess and the hungry, the
wel | -to-do and the not doing so well, the
i mm grant and the native-born and all others, is
to be a reflection of |ove.

We ask all these things to be done
in Your nane.

May all say anen.

(Response of "Amen.")

(Vocal enthusiasm appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Readi ng of
t he Jour nal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,

May 1, 2023, the Senate net pursuant to
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adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday, April 30,
2023, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
can we recogni ze Senator Kennedy for a very quick
i ntroducti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Kennedy on a quick introduction.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,

Madam President. And | want to thank the deputy
| eader for recognizing ne.

It's a real honor to pay tribute to
t he Lackawanna Fire Departnment, who are here with

us today, four |leaders fromthe mghty city of
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Lackawanna: Shad Garner, WIIliam Paw owski ,
Tayl or M chaels, and M chael Catazza.

They represent the brave nmen and
wonen of the Lackawanna Fire departnent. | want
to thank themfor their service, welcome themto
Al bany and the Senate chanber.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Kennedy.

To our guests, we wel come you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of the house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we have much to do today, so we're going to try
and nove as expeditiously as possible. So we're
going to simultaneously call a nmeeting of the
Fi nance Conmttee in Room 332 while we continue
to take up resol utions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There wi ||

be an i nmedi ate neeting of the Finance Committee
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in Room 332.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | now nove to
adopt the Resolution Calendar, with the exception
of Resol ution 875.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al'l those
in favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar,
with the exception of Resolution 875, please
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up previously adopted Resolution 647, by
Senat or Stavisky, read its title and recognize
Senat or St avi sky.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
647, by Senator Stavisky, nenorializing Governor
Kat hy Hochul to proclaim My 2, 2023, as
Queens Day in the State of New YorKk.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
St avi sky on the resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you.
Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

It's been three |long years, but we
wel comre the Queens del egati on back to Al bany.
It's a hiatus -- but today is a great day because
we're here in person to recogni ze the Borough of
Queens.

But first let me thank ny new
constituent, Reverend Dr. Ellis-G bbs, fromthe
Queens Baptist Church. Tom Gech, the president
and CEO of the Queens Chanber of Comerce --

Tom Grech, the chair -- and all of the people
from Queens who have cone to Al bany to show what
a great place Queens is to live, to work, to
enjoy, to visit, and hopefully to stay.

For those of you who are not in the
chanber -- not fromthe Gty of New York, Queens
is the largest borough in the Gty of New York
It is 17 -- 178 square mles, with 2.3 mllion
peopl e, and 138 | anguages that are spoken in our
school s.

The diversity is well known, and |'m

not going to touch on that. However, nore than
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hal f of the people in Queens were not born there,
they were born outside the United States. So
Queens is really the opportunity, the | and of
opportunity for people conmng to the

United States.

Last week we had -- the
Mlitary Acadeny sent their cadets, and | spoke
about the cadet fromny district who cane here
from Bangl adesh, because his father won a mllion
dollars in a lottery, and they used that noney to
conme to the United States to seek a better life
here in New York, and particularly in Queens.

| found that story so conpelling
that | really want to repeat it for our friends
fromthe chanber who are in the gallery.

Queens is also the hone of snall
busi nesses. Approxinmately two-thirds of the
smal | busi nesses in Queens County enploy one to
four people. W do have sone | arger industries,
but small business is really the core of the
county and certainly the econom c conmunity.

Queens has been a destination. W
have the two airports, La Guardia and JFK, and
many people land and stay here, stay in Queens

for the opportunities that it presents, the
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affordability, so to speak, conparatively to
ot her parts of the state.

Queens has an out st andi ng educati on
system | taught at one of the high schools,

Edi son, many years ago.

And we are also honme -- and | --
Senator Bailey is not here, but -- oh, there you
are. Senator Bailey, | apologize, we do not have

a basketball team Sorry. But we do have the
New York Mets for Senator G anaris. And we have
Agueduct. And we have the U. S. Qpen. There are
so many sports venues that hopefully soneday
Senator Bailey will be able to play basketball in
Queens.

And | astly, let nme just say that --
the restaurants. Everybody cones to Queens for
the food. W have, with all due respect to the
ot her four boroughs, we have sonme great, great
restaurants. And tonight you will be able to
sanpl e sonme of their wares at 5 o'clock in the
Hart Lounge. | have a feeling we're not going to
be there, but the staff and everybody will cone
and appreci ate everything that Queens represents.

So | thank you, Madam President.

And again, welcome to our friends from
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Queens County.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or St avi sky.
Senator Conrie on the resol ution.
SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Coll eagues, ny friends and --
nmy col |l eagues, ny friends, and everyone in the
chanber, wel cone to Queens Day in New York
(Cheers, applause fromagallery.)
SENATCR COWRI E: | want to thank
Senat or Stavisky for putting forward the
resol ution and al so having Reverend Bri an
Ellis-G bbs from Queens Baptist Church, who |aid

down a powerful nessage for us to really take to

heart today to make sure that we do the things we

need to do to nake sure that all New Yorkers can
benefit from our budget.

And | just want to say thank you
to -- take a mnute to thank our entire
| egi sl ative team and anal ysts and fi nance peopl e
and our |eader for trying to put together a
budget that best reflects the val ues that
Reverend Brian Ellis-G bbs showed us today and
tal ked about today. And we're going to continue

to fight in the future to nmake that happen
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But, you know, we're here to
cel ebrate Queens for a nonent, so |'ve got to
tal k about mnmy home borough, the borough that ny
parents decided to conme from Janai ca,

West Indies, to live in Jamaica, Queens. They
t hought it -- sonebody told themit was the sane
pl ace.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR COWRI E: But that didn't
turn out to be true, but it also gave themthe
i dea that so many imm grants have cone into this
country that they could come here to make a way
for thenselves, just |ike we just heard fromthe
famly -- about a famly in Bangl adesh that
brought their famly here.

Queens is a place where people cone
totry tofind a famly spirit, a positive living
experience, an opportunity to build thensel ves up
fromzero to 100 to find their heart, to find an
opportunity to do the things necessary so that
t hey can make sure that their children can do
better than them

We've had so nmany things happening
in Queens, and |'ve been so proud to have

represented Queens in the State Senate, now in ny
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ninth year working with my great coll eagues to
try to make things happen here. But we've gotten
some strong roots in Queens, from C aire Shul man
to -- we can go to -- and we can go to

Tony Bennett, we could go to Martin Scorsese. W
could go to Fran Drescher. W could even include
Jerry Seinfeld.

We had -- Queens was the place where
the United Nations was first headquartered.

Queens is the place where we have
the nost lucrative sports venue in the world, the
U.S. Open, which actually generates nore noney
during its time than the Mets and Yankees
conbined in a year, if you can believe that. So
it actually does generate nore revenue for the
state within their tinme.

And al so in Queens we have great
athletes. Just in the 2020 dynpics, we had two
nmedal i sts, gold nedalists, and a silver nedali st
from Rochdal e, Queens, Dalilah Mihanmad, and al so
to -- Rio, a 2016 gold nedalist, and she was a
silver medalist as well.

And, you know, we have the King of
Queens, the Mets. They always start off great.

We're going to hope that they stay great to the
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end of the year.

But the thing that | |ove nbst about
Queens are its people, its traditions, the civics
and the nonprofits and the folk that really try
to make Queens happen. Fromthe Chanber of
Commerce that is here, to Queens College that is
represented -- your college in ny district --
fromthe Museum of the Moving I mage that is here.

Fromthe folk that are here in
Queens to showase the -- so many -- as Senator
St avi sky said, we have over 138 | anguages, over
100 cultures that are in Queens, and we do the
best to represent them

From St. John's to all of the
colleges in Queens to as -- I'"'mgoing to get in
troubl e because |I'm not nam ng everybody, and |
just was told | can't nane Resorts World, but I'm
just going to nmention them anyway - -

(Reaction from nmenbers.)

SENATOR COWVRI E: -- because they
truly set the bar for how an organi zati on gives
back to a community, throughout the borough. So
| cannot focus on that.

But it's all about Queens busi nesses

hel pi ng each other, Queens institutions |ooking
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out for each other. You see so nmany people here
t oday because, when it's tinme for Queens to focus
on getting an issue, we find a way to cone

toget her to get things done.

So whether it's from fol ks worki ng
with the blind and di sabled in Queens, doing
great work in an institution to give people
opportunities, from people working to find new

work out at the airport, making sure that people

can get involved in things out there -- Queens is
a uni que borough. It's a place that I'mproud to
[ive in.

| will happily say -- don't tell ny
wife -- I'"mnot |eaving, you know. And so sone
peopl e -- sone people are trying to | eave to go
to | esser places in the world, but Queens is it.
You can't find the diversity, you can't find the
opportunities for restaurants, the opportunities
to meet other cultures, the opportunity to
i mrerse yourself in whatever you want to, to find
out how the entire world works by just talking to
peopl e from Queens.

It's the best borough. [|'mso proud
to be a representative. |'mproud that we're

here cel ebrati ng Queens Day. Thank you all for
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comng. And may all of you please conme to Queens
to visit. As |I've told you, downtown Jarmaica is
in the mddle of a renaissance with workforce
housi ng being built by devel opers that are
focused on making sure that we create actual

devel opnment that works for Queens, that do things
necessary to nmake sure that we are creating
opportunities for people that are -- from

homel ess people to teachers, to get housing in ny
district.

So | would invite you to do all of
that. And just also -- | want to behave nyself
and not tal k about who the first artists are to
make it into the Hall of Fane, but they're al
from Queens.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR COMRI E: So I"'mjust -- I'm
just putting that out there for some folKk.
They're going to speak on it in a mnute. But if
| don't -- if | don't start a little trouble,
can't have fun in this long day that we're going
to have today.

We're going to be here for a |long
day working on the budget, so we may not be able

to be with you in person later. But please nake
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sure that you regale everybody with the diversity
of foods, and especially the diversity of your
spirit, because you guys are infectious.

Thank you very much

(Cheers, applause fromthe gallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Conri e.

Senat or Ranbs on the resol ution.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to start out by giving a
shout out to Sylvia Martin, Mlikah Shabazz,
George Onuorah, three of ny wonderfu
constituents. | hope | didn't m ss any others.
But all of the beautiful people of Queens are up
in the gallery today for this very special day.

Everyone knows |I'm not shy about ny
pride frombeing from Queens. It's an inmense
privilege to represent the borough where | was
born and raised. It truly is a place like no
other. And anyone from Queens will find a way to
tell you all about it in conversation.

W' ve been a unique place for a very
long tinme, in fact. |In 1657, long before there

was a United States, the Flushing Renonstrance
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was a petition by 30 Queens residents asking
Peter Stuyvesant for religious liberty, a
precursor to the First Amendnent and the
diversity that we greatly cherish.

It's now becone tradition that | put
out a call to ny neighbors on social nmedia in
anticipation of this glorious day, and ask them
to share what they | ove about the world's
borough. So I'mgoing to share a few of ny
favorite answers.

Queens is the birthpl ace of
Scrabbl e, says Thomas from Long Island Cty --
and that's true. Scrabble was invented in a
church basenent in Jackson Heights, and the
35th Avenue street sign is designed to |ook like
Scrabble tiles in ny nei ghborhood.

Pankazh in East El mhurst shouted out
the Wrld's Fair Marina. |In addition to having
wonder ful access to our Flushing Bay waterfront,
the mari na has been generous enough to host many
of our town halls.

Al varo shouted out our amazi ng Mets.
They have a great offense right now, but fromthe
| ooks of yesterday, | do pray that we get our

pitching inline alittle bit, I think. But as
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al ways, let's go, Mets!

Li ke Sout heast Queens, East El nhurst
and Corona has a rich Black history, with
Mal col m X Pl ace on 97th Street and
Louie Arnstrong's hone on 107th Street, once
called the "Black Beverly Hills" -- before
LaGuardia Airport took the beaches, that is.

Ella Fitzgerald, Dizzy Gl espie,
Jimry Heath, Fats Waller, Count Basie, Lena Horne
and Jacki e Robinson all called Queens hone. And
even Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was once an
intern at First Baptist Church, where | just
spoke this past Sunday.

Queens has been hone to many
talents: The Ranones, the New York Dolls,
Tony Bennett, Sinon and Garfunkel, Ci ndy Lauper,
Action Bronson, LL Cool J, 50 Cent, Run-DMC,
Nori ega, the Beatnuts, N na Sky, and even
Gene Simmons from Ki ss.

We can al so cl ai m Chri stopher
Wal ken, John Legui zanp, Susan Sar andon, and
Lucy Liu, anong so many ot hers.

Anot her Jessica from Queens
nmenti oned, of course, Flushing Meadows Corona

Par k, where you can go to the Queens Zoo, see
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sonme art and the fanobus New York City Panorama at
t he Queens Museum see relics fromtwo
Wrld' s Fairs, visit the Hall of Science, and
fill your bellies at the Queens Ni ght Market,
whi ch starts this very weekend.

And by the way, the Queens Miseum
was the first site of the United Nations.

Most peopl e shouted out our
di versity, and by extension our incredible food.
And I'"mnot going to get in trouble by shouting
out restaurants. That never worKks.

Arl ene from Jackson Hei ghts sai d:
Any cui sine and any culture your heart could
desire is only a 7 Train ride away.

Wl liam from R dgewood sai d:
Culturally, Queens is New York. Queens is
Amrerica. Queens is the world. It's all here.

And it's true. W welcone with open
arms so many new New Yor kers when hat ef ul
governors in Texas and Florida put asylum seekers
on buses, when people are persecuted or are
escapi ng violence or just |ooking for better
opportunities, like nmy parents did.

Ant hony said: Wen peopl e ask how

know so many phrases in so nany different
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| anguages, | sinply respond: | grew up in
Queens. In fact, there is no place on earth
where nore | anguages are spoken.

But nmy favorite response cane from
Danny in Far Rockaway. He said: "To understand
Queens is to understand the world we want.
Queens is the future, the real ness and
foundation. If | die, | couldn't choose a better
| ocation.”

(Laughter.)

SENATOR RAMOS: | vote aye,
Madam Pr esi dent .

(Cheers; applause fromthe gallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Ranos.

Senator G anaris on the resol ution.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

|"ve got to conplinment our friends
from Queens for their timng, because they
realize that Queens is nore inportant than the
St at e Budget .

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: So we are

pausi ng today in the mddle of putting the
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fini shing touches on our budget for the year to
recogni ze the greatness of Queens and all the
great |eaders from our hone borough that are up
here today.

You' ve heard frommy col |l eagues, and
you' |l hear from nore about the great things that
we all know and | ove about Queens. First and
forenpst for me is always just the fact that it's
everybody's hone. People fromall over the world
come together, live next to each other.

Sonetimes they don't even speak the sane | anguage
and sonehow become friends.

And a classic Queens story: |
remenber, growi ng up, ny grandnother lived with
us -- ny parents, imigrants from G eece --
didn't speak a lick of English. The neighbors
next door, an Italian famly, the grandfather
there also didn't speak a word of English, only
Italian. And one day |'m going out to ny
backyard and | see themtradi ng vegetabl es from
the yards and talking to each other. | was |iKke,
how is this even possible? She was talking to
himin Geek, he was responding in Italian, and
sonmehow they were getting al ong and becane great

friends.
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And that is a classic Queens story
that's repeated throughout the entire county. |
nmean, it's the only place | can think of where
this son of Geek inmgrants and his Peruvi an
immgrant wife can get our native cultures' foods
across the street fromeach other on Ditnars
Boul evard. And not only are they -- can they do
that, but those are anong the best restaurants
serving that fare anywhere in the world.

And of course every street you cross
and every nei ghborhood you go to presents the
very best of the food, of the culture, of the
religious observances. And |I've now, because our
I i nes have changed, so | now have not only the
nei ghbor hoods |'ve historically represented in
Astoria, Wodside, Sunnyside and Ri dgewood, but
| " ve added El mhurst and Maspeth to ny repertoire.

And just the anmount of cel ebrations,
the New Years, the religious holidays that |1've
experienced in only the few short nonths |'ve
represented those new nei ghborhoods is somnething
that is unique to Queens.

| want to say a word about one of
our coll eagues who's not from Queens, who you're

going to hear fromshortly: Senator Bailey gets
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speci al di spensation to speak about Queens Day
because he's fromthe Bronx and he's a huge Mets
fan. And so that causes himall sorts of grief
at hone, but we appreciate himfor it. Senator
Bai | ey, thank you for your Mets fandom

And in fact |I've got to correct
Senator Stavisky: | think the St. John's
Red Stormw || be happy to let Senator Bail ey
play ball in their gym So we do have a
basketball team at the college | evel, anyway.

So many celebrities -- you've heard
a nunmber of themalready. | would nmention the
i ncredi bl e nusical diversity that produced both
Tony Bennett in Astoria and Nas in
Queensbri dge Houses. W've got it all over the
map. And it is just such a privilege. There's
no place 1'd rather be from | love it, | wll
al ways be there.

And as a gift in the budget, we're
gi ving you one free bus route in Queens in the
St at e Budget .

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: They're all --
every borough is getting one. But we're

definitely getting one for Queens, and we | ook
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forward to giving our mass transit riders a few
nore options that way.

So thank you all for making the trip

up today. W love to have you here. [If we niss
the reception because we're here, you'll forgive
us, but we'll try our best to nmake it over and
say hell o.

Thank you, and wel cone.

(Appl ause fromthe gallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senator G anaris.

Senat or Addabbo on the resol ution.

SENATOR ADDABBC Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Good afternoon, everybody. | want
to thank nmy coll eagues for their kind words on
Queens but al so, of course, Senator Stavisky for
the resolution and for being head of the
Queens del egation as we work together as
col | eagues to do what we can for Queens.

And | want to thank you all for
bei ng here. You know, obviously nenbers of
Queens from busi ness to education to community
activism and | want to thank you for being part

of again the debate. And of course it's not the
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budget debate | speak of, it's the debate that
will be here and probably continue into the

| ounge, and that's, you know, who has the best

pi zza, Queens or Brooklyn. Who has the best
food, Queens or Bronx. Right? Bagels and
everything el se, and where did hip-hop start.
You know, this is going to -- yup, Janmmal. This
is going to be a debate. So, you know, we're
ready.

But again, Queens has so nmuch to
offer. The gateway to the world. You know, you
come in -- and | am so proud and thankful that ny
grandparents canme fromltaly to cone to -- and
| anded in Ozone Park. M nom at 96 years ol d,
is still there, and we're proud of it.

But Queens has so nuch to offer, not
only being the nost diverse borough in the world,
but the gateway to the world. You know, you |and
at JFK Airport, you have stepped foot, right --
again in that one footstep onto JFK Airport
property, you have entered the world.

And again, with the coastline, the
Rockaway beaches, the pristine Rockaway beaches,
Queens has everything to offer, and one day may

even be hone for the New York Jets again
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(Laughter.)

SENATCR ADDABBO So therefore --
yeah, that's right, Tom Grech, you heard that.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ADDABBO. But, you know, |
was thinking of Tom G ech for another reason.
You know, during our nost darkest of tines,
Queens people step up. During Hurricane Sandy,
Resorts World was an incredi bl e nei ghbor, and |
want to thank them

And during the nost recent COVID,
when our busi nesses were suffering and did not
know where to turn -- and obviously, you know,
were | ooking to possibly close their doors for
good -- the Queens Chanber of Conmmerce was there
to help with resources on the city, state and
federal |evel

And | want to thank Tom G ech and
the entire Queens chanber for navigating the
treacherous roadway our businesses had to face
during the COVID pandem c. And because of them
many of them survived. So to the Queens Chanber,
t hank you very much

God bl ess you all, and thanks for
bei ng here. Thank you.
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(Appl ause fromthe gallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Addabbo.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

So, Rev, | just want to say, that
was the word. Wen | was in here and | had ny
eyes closed for the opening prayer, | felt like I
was literally in church, because you touched on a
| ot of things that we hear in our houses of
worship, and | truly appreciate it. And you
really set the tone for what will be a
productive -- what will be. Because, you know,
when you're a person of faith, you claimthings,
right? What will be a productive day.

And | truly appreciate that. |
truly appreciate the Borough of Queens, the
worl d's borough. What | don't appreciate i s when
nmy coll eagues intinmate or outright say that
hi p-hop started anywhere el se except 1520
Sedgwi ck Avenue. |I'msorry, y'all, y'"all have
done it very well. But August 11, 1973, which is
50 years of hip-hop. And you know where it was

bor n.
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But you have done so many things, so
many things to inprove the culture, to inprove
culture in general, not just in ternms of hip-hop
culture, in terms of the jazz culture, all the
jazz artists that you' ve heard about.

You tal k about basketball,

Senat or Stavi sky and Senator G anaris were
tal ki ng about basketball. You've got sonme of the
greatest point guards in the world came out of
Queens. Kenny Anderson, Kenny Smth. "Skip to
My Lou," Rafer Alston. Mark Jackson out of

St. John's. So you've got a rich athletic
tradition there as well.

You've -- ny favorite novie of al
time is Coming to Anerica.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR BAI LEY: Li ke Jackson
Hei ghts' own, M. Randy, Randy Watson.

(Cheers; appl ause.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: Queens i s not good
and terrible. That boy good.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: Queens is just
good.

It's a great place. | went to | aw
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school there. | nmet ny wife there. |I'ma Mt
fan. Big Met fan.

(Reaction from audi ence.)

SENATCR BAI LEY: A real Met fan.
Doc and Darryl, that's how -- that's what --
that's what started ny foundation

But | really just want to bring it
home to that Coming to Arerica point. It mght
be ny favorite novie, but when people cone froma
different place and they literally conme to
America, they come through the gateways of JFK
And when they wal k onto the shores of this
country that they see so nuch hope and prom se,
your borough is the first place that they likely
see. And it leaves an indelible inpression upon
them for years, until they nove to the Bronx.

But, in all seriousness, you have an
i ncredi bl e del egation fighting for your needs.
When we are in our conversations about how the
proverbial pie is split up, you should be proud
and you shoul d know that every single one of your
representatives that represents even a sliver of
Queens is at the table fighting for you every
si ngl e day.

Thank you for coming up. Again, |'m
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sorry | probably won't be able to eat sone of
your anazing food. Don't need to (patting
stonmach). But maybe another day. But in al
seriousness, | love Queens. | appreciate you
all.

| vote aye, Madam President.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Bail ey.

Senat or Persaud on the resol ution.

SENATOR PERSAUD: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

As the newest nenber of the
Queens del egation who represents the sliver that
nmy col |l eague just nentioned, | just wanted to
wel comre you all here to Albany. | grewup in
Queens. Many people don't know that. Yes. Yes,
Senator Bailey. So 1169 145th Street in Queens.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PERSAUD: Then
Ri chnond Hi Il before it becane Little Guyana. So
| know it.

So -- and then | noved to Brooklyn,
right? And now | have to fight with ny

col | eagues as to which is the better borough.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3130

But | can't say it publicly.

But again, | just wanted to wel cone
all of you and thank you for accepting nme as a
menber of the delegation. And | will see you
| ater.

Thanks, everyone. | vote aye.

(Appl ause fromthe gallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Martins on the resol ution.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Madam President. | too rise to salute the great
Bor ough of Queens.

So | was born in Queens: Janaica

Hospital. Baptized at St. Pius. Wen ny parents

arrived from Portugal, that's where we | anded.
South -- off of Sutphin, south of Liberty. And
that's where | lived and we lived until | was
five before we noved out to the suburbs, to
Nassau County.

So |l rise to pay tribute to the
great Borough of Queens. | rise to pay tribute
to the great culture, the nusic, the athleticism
Senat or Bailey, the Golden Arcs, not the
Gol den Arches, on Queens Boul evard.

(Laughter.)

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3131

SENATCOR MARTI NS: But | also rise
to say thank you to the great Borough of Queens
for giving us Leroy Conrie and Leroy has been an
institution here in the New York State Senate.

(Cheers; appl ause.)

SENATOR MARTI NS: And | tell you
that -- | tell you that he represents you very
wel |, as do everyone el se. But Leroy's special.

And so thank you for sharing
Senator Comrie with us and for allowing himto be
part of this great chanber.

Madam Presi dent, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senator Martins.

Senat or Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,

Madam President. Although it's been well-said by
everyone el se, | have not said it.

So, ny friends --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SANDERS: -- | am grateful
that you are here. It took a long tinme, three
hours, to get here from Queens. You have heard
many di fferent things. W've heard of tragedies,

we' ve heard of people who have been born in
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Queens and went to sone other place -- tragic,
tragic.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SANDERS: But that's all
right. That's all right. They are forgiven. W
will leave the light on for them

W' ve heard of people who narried
into Queens, do the baseball scene, do
everything. Al we can say is, why don't you
just nove to Queens? Cone on here, you're
wel cone.

My friends, | am from Queens al so.
I"'mfromthe part of Queens that people forget
about. W say Sout heast Queens and the
Rockaways. That never made sense to ne. |If
Rockaways is part of Queens, then why do we need
to say "and the Rockaways"? That's all right,
we' re wor ki ng on things.

|"mglad that, Tom you brought
t hese people up here -- Tom where are you? Ah,
there you are, hiding in the back. 1'mglad that
you brought these folk up here. You guys
continue to cone to this great people's house,
continue to cone here -- and nmake sure that you

| eave sonme class in this place when you | eave,
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because we certainly, certainly appreciate it.

Having said all of those things,
except one last thing -- hip-hop was created in
Queens.

(Laught er; appl ause.)

SENATOR SANDERS: It was. It's a
m snoner -- now, the Bronx, of course, has rea
nice greetings. That is really nice. 1've been

trying to work on one for Queens (gesturing) --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SANDERS: -- but it
really -- we're working onit. It's a work in --
maybe the chanmber could work on that one.

Having said that, have a safe trip
back. | certainly will try to run away and get
some of that good Queens food. Nothing like it.
But if I can't, you save nme a plate.

Thank you. Travel safely.

Madam Presi dent, | vote aye.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR SANDERS: Madam
President -- through you, Madam President, | wll
yield for questions.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER:  Ski ppi ng
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to the next speaker --

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: -- Senat or
Gonzal ez on the resol ution.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| so deeply appreciate the coments
of all of ny colleagues today. | was born in
El mhurst Hospital, | was raised in Queens, | live
in Queens now. And so it means so nuch to say
that | also have the i mense privilege and honor
of representing parts of Queens, in Astoria and
in Long Island City specifically.

And while | also represent Brooklyn
and Manhattan, | will not get into any debates
about boroughs worse than have happened on the
floor so far.

But to the credit of all ny
col | eagues, | think they've said it best and
really spoke to how Queens sets a standard for
the rest of the country. That we're the nost
di verse place, we're the | anguage capital, we
have the best food, we have the best culture.
And what | really wanted to speak to is how

Queens has shaped every part of who | am and who
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| now am as a public servant.

| believe in diversity, and |
believe in creating a state that is inclusive of
everyone, and the nost nmarginalized, because |
grew up in a neighborhood that was working-cl ass
and had people fromall over the world. |
believe in investing in our public parks because
| spent so many of ny summers going to Flushing
Meadows Park. | believe in the arts because when
| went to Long Island Gty and nuseuns |ike the
Museum of Moving Image, | had nmy first, you know,
eyes opening in the history and the effect of art
in our culture, as well as now having the
opportunity to represent Queensbridge and sone of
t he nost NYCHA housi ng conpl exes in the country,
where we al so had the birthplace of hip-hop, as
you heard.

And so | enthusiastically support
this because Queens is not only special to ne and
everyone here, but | do believe that all of us
collectively as Queens natives really do share a
big part in making our city what it is, naking
our state what it is. And again, | amso proud
to work with all of mny colleagues to represent

that in this chanber every day.
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So thank you.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Conzal ez.

Senator Liu on the resol ution.

(Loud reaction from nenbers.)

SENATOR LI U: Madam Pr esi dent, for

the record, that was Liu, not "boo."
(Laughter.)
SENATOR LI U: | think nmy coll eagues

have said it so eloquently already, so |'m not
going to say nmuch nore except to note that, you
know, nost of us -- this one's from Jackson
Hei ghts, this one's from Rockaway, he's from
Jamai ca, she's from Whitestone, he's from
Astoria, she's fromLong Island City, I'mfrom
Flushing. And after 125 years of the creation of
Queens, we still go by our own nei ghborhoods.
(Laughter.)
SENATOR LI U: Nobody says they're
from Queens, New York. They say they're from
t heir nei ghborhood, comma, New York. But the
reality is we are all united today because Queens
brings the best of all worlds together. That's

what all these fine people have done.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3137

And so | will just leave it at that,
with one postscript. Tom next year we get a
better pizza contest.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LI U: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Li u.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: To our
guests from Queens, wel cone on behal f of the
Senate. W extend to you the privileges and
courtesi es of the house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Loud standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on April 10th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: kay,

Madam President, let's nove on to Resol ution 875,
by Senator Ranpbs, read its title and recognize
Senat or Ranos.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol uti on
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875, by Senator Ranps, nenorializing Governor
Kat hy Hochul to proclaim My 1, 2023, as May Day
in the State of New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ranos on the resol ution.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

May Day was in fact yesterday, not
today. But we were a little busy, so we decided
to take up this resolution today.

Well, et me share | guess sone of
the thoughts that | had put together. You know,
in his first State of the Union address in 1964,
Presi dent Lyndon B. Johnson decl ared an
uncondi tional war on poverty in Anerica. Johnson
offered a sinple reason for that stirring call to
arms. He said: "Unfortunately, many Americans
live on the outskirts of hope -- sone because of
their poverty, sone because of their color, and
all too many because of both. Qur task is to
hel p replace their despair with opportunity.™

Sadly, nearly 60 years later, the
situation has not changed even in one of the
ri chest and nost progressive states in the

country. W have built an econony in New York
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that relies on keeping the working poor in a
cycle of struggle, while a growi ng nunber of
billionaires hoard their wealth. The super-rich
woul d rather spend $5 mllion on TV ads defendi ng
a shaky budget than pay their fair share in
t axes.

When he | aunched his war on poverty,
Presi dent Johnson said it would be fought with
upgrades to our unenpl oynment insurance system
job training, elder care, and a raise in the
m ni mum wage to protect the purchasi ng power of
t he wor ki ng poor.

Yet our budget in New York does not
i nclude any of these sinple, vital solutions. W
fail ed to nodernize our unenpl oynent systemto
protect excluded workers. W had to fight tooth
and nail for fair pay for home care workers. And
we are being asked to settle for a $17 starvation
wage.

The essential workers who work for
crunbs don't want handouts, they want their
enpl oyers and their government to take their
dignity and their val ues seriously. They want us
to keep the nei ghborhoods where they are raising

their children safe. They want a chance to keep
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up with rising costs so they can have a roof over
their head and food in the fridge. In short,
they want us to legislate in a way that makes the
American dream nore than just a fantasy.

| rise today and every day for the
working famlies of New York. Their |abor built
t hese chanbers, and their efforts brought nme to
this seat. As President Johnson said, in the
richest nation in the world, the war on poverty
is one we can afford to win. W just can't
afford to | ose.

The heal th and success of our
society can only be nmeasured by the well-being of
t he nost vul nerabl e anong us. W as a body have
to face our responsibility to lift New York from
t he bottom

So a bel ated Happy May Day to al
workers in New York State. As your Labor chair,
|'"d be remiss if | didn't rem nd everybody, don't
forget to use all of your benefits and take al
of your paid tinme off.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Ranos.

The question is on the resolution.
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Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
the two resolutions we just took up are open for
cosponsor shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor on the
resol utions, please notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | believe
there's a report of the Finance Commttee at the
desk. Can we take that up?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the
following bills:

Senate Print 4008C, Budget Bill, an

act to anend Part PP of Chapter 54 of the Laws of
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2016;

Senate Print 4001B, Budget Bill, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment ;

Senate Print 4003D, Budget Bill, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment ;

Senate Print 4006C, Budget Bill, an
act to anend the Education Law.

Al bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Finance Conmttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the report of the Finance
Comm ttee signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The report
i s adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine,

Madam Presi dent, we're going to stand at ease
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whi l e our col |l eagues concl ude their conference.

So the Senate will stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 2:55 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
3:20 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
can we take up the suppl enental cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
719, Senate Print 4008C, Budget Bill, an act to
anend Part PP of Chapter 54 of the Laws of 2016.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
a nmessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nessage of necessity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al
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those in favor of accepting the nessage of
necessity signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,

nay.
(Response of "Nay.")
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
nmessage i s accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Senat or Lanza
wants to |lay that aside.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it

asi de.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
720, Senate Print 4001B, Budget Bill, an act

maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
a nmessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
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t he nessage of necessity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al
those in favor of accepting the nessage of
necessity signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,

nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
nmessage i s accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
721, Senate Print 4003D, Budget Bill, an act

maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
a nmessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept

t he nessage of necessity.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3146

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al
those in favor of accepting the nessage of
necessity please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,

nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
nmessage i s accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
723, Senate Print 4006C, Budget Bill, an act to

amend t he Education Law.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a
nessage at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
a nmessage of necessity at the desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Move to
accept the message of necessity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al

those in favor of accepting the nessage of
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necessity please signify by saying aye.
(Response of "Aye.")
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,

nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
nmessage i s accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we now nove
to the controversial cal endar, beginning with
Cal endar Nunber 723.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
723, Senate Print 4006C, Budget Bill, an act to
amend t he Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent, |
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believe there is an amendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick and
Senator Rolison to be heard.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

Madam Presi dent, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that you recogni ze Senat or
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick to be heard on the appeal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick may be heard.

Senat or .

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

| rise to appeal the ruling of the
chair.

The proposed anmendnent is germane to
the bill at hand because the bill at hand deal s
with our schools here in New York State, and the

anmendnent proposes to expand access to mental
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heal th services in our schools, by establishing a
ment al health services coordi nator program

rei mbursing school districts for hiring of mental
heal t h services professionals and providing
targeted state aid to address nental health

i ssues related to renpte | earning and soci al

i sol ation.

May is Mental Health Awareness
Month. Therefore, it is both a good tine to
acknowl edge the nental health crisis gripping our
young peopl e and the i mense need for nental
heal th services in our schools.

According to the CDC, in 2021
42 percent of students felt consistently sad or
hopel ess, and nearly one-third experienced poor
mental health. Twenty-two percent of students
seriously considered attenpting suicide, and one
in 10 attenpted suicide.

The CDC al so provides that nenta
heal th problens in youth often go hand in hand
with other health and behavioral risks like
i ncreased risk of drug use, experiencing
vi ol ence, and hi gher risk of sexual behaviors
that can lead to H'V, STDs, and unintended

pregnanci es.
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Because many heal t h behavi ors and
habits are acconplished in adol escence that wll
carry over into adult years, it is very inportant
to hel p youth devel op good nental health.

Despite the obvious need, access to
care remains limted. Only 20 percent of
children with nmental, behavioral, or enotional
di sorders receive specialized care.

Thi s amendnment woul d seek to address
this crisis and expand access by establishing a
nment al health services coordi nator program and
rei nmburse school districts for the hiring of
nment al health service professionals.

For these reasons, Madam Presi dent,
| strongly urge you to reconsider your ruling.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senat or Lanza.

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d you pl ease recogni ze Senator Rolison to be
heard on the appeal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Rol i son.

SENATOR RCLI SON: Madam Pr esi dent ,
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| rise to appeal the ruling of the chair.

The proposed anmendnent is germane to
the bill at hand because the bill at hand
i ncl udes a proposal to change the bail laws in
the state, and the proposed anmendnent changes our
bail laws by creating a much-needed dangerousness
standard for judges to consider when setting
bai | .

Now, this anendnent allows a judge
to set bail where it is denonstrated and the
court makes an individualized determ nation that
the principal poses a current physical danger to
the safety of any crine victim person, or the
comunity.

The citizens of New York are
desperately in need of this proposed anendnent.
It's been nore than three years since these
di sastrous bail and di scovery refornms went into
effect, and every day it beconmes nore apparent
that these laws are failing New Yorkers.

We continue to have a violent crine
problemin this state, and these bail reformlaws
are at the root of that problem These | aws
favor defendants over crine victinms. Wile every

other state in this country has the conmon sense
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to create a dangerousness standard for bail, our
state continues to fail New Yorkers by refusing
to adopt this necessary and conmonsense public
saf ety measure.

Unl ess an offender is charged with a
crime that falls within the limted |ist of
gual i fyi ng of fenses, judges sinply have no option
to set bail despite the defendant's crim na
history or history of failing to appear.

Even when bail is authorized, when
setting bail judges are prohibited from
consi dering the dangerousness of the offender,

i ncluding the history of violence and
retaliation.

The fact is, Madam Chair, our system
is broken. Until we fix it, |aw abiding
New Yorkers are going to continue to pay the
price. This violence will continue to spiral out
of control unless we correct the m stakes in
these reforms. And we can do that. W nust
reeval uate these | aws and establish a
danger ousness standard to fix what is broken.

For these reasons, Madam Presi dent,
| strongly urge you to reconsider your ruling.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
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you, Senat or.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATOR LANZA: Request a show of
hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: A show
of hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Senat or Pal unbo.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| have a few questions, if | my, on
the bail section, Part W. And if the chairman
woul dn't mnd yielding for a few questions, |
woul d appreciate it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR BAI LEY: It would be ny
honor .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senat or Bailey. Good afternoon.

So through you, Madam Presi dent.
Just generally speaking, we have put a line
through the "least restrictive nmeans" standard, |
see, and now we've replaced it with new | anguage
whi ch requires the court to, quote, consider the
ki nd and degree of control or restriction
necessary to reasonably assure the principal's
return to court.

So if you wouldn't -- if the sponsor
woul dn't m nd explaining to us what that new
| anguage actually neans, in as specific an
expl anation as you can give, please.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Sure. Through
you, Madam President. Before we get into that, |
just want to tal k about the actual purpose of
bail, because it seens to be m sconstrued by ny
friends across the aisle.

Bail -- the purpose of bail is to

ensure an individual's return to court. Nothing
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nore, nothing less. It is not intended to be

wi el ded as a cudgel to |leverage pleas. It is not
intended to be utilized to drive up nmass
incarceration. Bail on its own is not supposed
to be utilized as a proverbial termfor public
safety. Bail is supposed to return individuals
to court. Nothing nore, nothing |ess.

Now, with that being said, the kind
and degree of control to return a -- necessary to
return a principal's return to court is part of a
standard that was utilized prior to 2019. Now, a
| ot of the conversation around bail reformwas
that judges were having difficulties interpreting
some of the | anguage. And so this was a standard
that existed prior to that.

And what ki nd and degree of control
sinply does, it allows the judge the ability, the
di scussion that they've had and that they
continue to have to be able to determ ne, when a
gualifying offense is in front of them whether
t hey should be able to set bail or not.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senat or .

And Madam President, if | could just

respond to that, I'Il just go on the bill for a
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second and then I'll have a few nore questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Pal unbo on the bill.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

And in that regard, | would just
suggest that bail, prior to this Legislature
maki ng anmendnents in 2019, was not just to ensure
sonmeone's return to court. That's now unique to
New York State. Every other state in the
country, the federal circuits as well as New York
used to al so consider the -- and we did not have
a dangerousness standard, that is true. However,
it was the seriousness of the crinme, the
I'i kelihood of conviction, the strength of the
case, in addition to the person's flight risk.

So there were these other factors.
Because from a gl obal standpoint, our crim nal
justice systemworks hand in hand with justice
and society and safety to society. So bail did
have additional factors prior to the changes nade
by this Legislature and the new majorities in
2019. It did consider public safety, which
t hi nk shoul d al ways be considered in every single
crimnal justice policy, is public safety should

be at the forefront.
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So that's just my conment and
response. | know we'll agree to disagree,
Senator Bailey. But if you would yield for
anot her question, please.

SENATCR BAI LEY: Madam Pr esi dent
will yield, but I need to clarify Senator
Pal unbo' s statenent that -- you indicated that
bail was not intended to return people to court.

That is the constitutional purpose
of bail. So, like, | don't -- whether you agree
that bail should be utilized in different ways,
know that as a practicing attorney, and a damn
good one at that, you well know that bail is
designed to return an individual to court. So |
just want to nake sure that for the people that
are listening and the people that are watching,
that we -- whatever your feelings are, that we
lay that first before we can have a conversation
about other things that you may believe.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Bai l ey, would you yield for a question?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | will certainly
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

Senator will vyield.
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SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senat or .

And as | said, we'll agree to
di sagree. That certainly that is a conponent,
that they will ultimately stand for the charges
that they're accused of.

But regarding this particular
| anguage, that someone -- that a court consider
t he kind and degree of control or restrictions
necessary, that of course would include cash
bail, is that correct? Wether or not they had
to set a nonetary anmpbunt to ensure that person's
return to court, that they put up sone collatera
that's at risk if they don't show.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, for the qualifying offenses,
t hat woul d be correct.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Wbul d t he sponsor
yield for another question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO And | appreciate
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that. Through you, Madam Presi dent.

And Senator Bailey, that leads ne to
my next question. How many new qualifying
of fenses have been added as a result of this
revision that we stand before -- that stands
bef ore us today?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, none.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

Wbul d t he sponsor yield for another
guesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Ckay. So there
have been no new qualifying offenses added. In
fact -- and | want to talk a little bit about
this before | sit down, about the cannabis
enforcenment. There's a new crine that was
created, an A m sdeneanor, for selling unlicensed
cannabis. Is that true?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, correct.
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SENATOR PALUVMBO W1l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUMBO Thank you.

And t hrough you, Madam Presi dent,
would -- so is that C ass A m sdeneanor for
illegally selling cannabis froma retai
purpose -- or for a retail purpose, is that a
bail -eligible offense?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President, it is not.

But, you know, let's tal k about
public safety, in that bail eligibility, in
the -- you know, when we tal k about public safety
in the grand schenme, | just want to make sure to
rem nd people that are watching that individuals
deci ded to vote against, just yesterday, noney
that would go to district attorneys for
di scovery. So | want to lay that out.

And in ternms of that public safety

is a larger thing than just bail eligibility. |
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just want to nake sure we also clarified that for
the record, Madam President.

But his correctionis -- -- that
is correct.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

Whul d t he sponsor yield for another
guestion, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | certainly do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senat or .

So just so we're clear, because
we've had a | ot of discussion back and forth --
just so we're clear, this does not add a
danger ousness standard at any point. That is
essentially is the sane qualifying of fenses, and
the only real substantive change is that we've
crossed out "least restrictive neans" and added
"consider the kind and degree of control or
restriction necessary to assure the principal's
return to court."”

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
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Madam Pr esi dent, no.

But, Senator Pal unbo, would you
yield for a question?

SENATOR PALUVMBO Yes, | certainly
will.

SENATCR BAI LEY: Senat or Pal unbo,
what do you consider to be dangerousness?

SENATOR PALUMBO What do |
consi der to be dangerousness?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Certainly.

SENATOR PALUMBO Wl |, through
you, Madam Presi dent, dangerousness | think is
sonmething that is somewhat subjective in a way,
that it's an objective standard but | think it
depends on the particul ar set of facts, because
facts are different in every single crimnal
case.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, |I'm glad Senat or Pal unmbo
i ndi cated that subjectivity. W as |egislators,
we are supposed to be putting things in statutory
construction, we should not be |eaving roomfor
subj ective ideal s.

|, as a Black man in Anmerica, am

consi dered to be dangerous by many. So | am not
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confortable with the concept of dangerousness,
whi ch coul d be rather nebulous in nature. Which
is why I wanted to ask the question.

Thank you, Senator Pal unbo, for
yi el di ng.

SENATOR PALUVMBO W1l the sponsor
yield for another question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

Well then in that regard, this --
and the reason when | tal k about -- you just
asked about dangerousness. And | tal k about
t hese standards and try to get as nuch
information as | can, because this again stil
provi des no discretion to the judges when it
comes to a qualifying offense or a nonqualifying
of fense, correct?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, that would be inaccurate. The
j udges do have discretion in relation to

qgual i fyi ng of fenses.
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| f you can clarify why you woul d
believe that they don't, it would be hel pful.

SENATOR PALUMBO. Certainly. WII
t he sponsor yield for another question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Absol utel y.

SENATOR PALUMBO el |,

Senat or Bail ey, when we tal k about -- and through
you, Madam President, when we tal k about whet her
or not a judge has discretion, there's a list, a
specific list. 1t's approaching 400 different
crinmes that are not eligible for bail.

So when it cones to the discretion
of the court regarding sonething |Iike, for
exanpl e, dangerousness -- but here |'m speaki ng
specifically about a judge's discretion. That's
t hey do, they make judgnents -- they cannot set
cash bail on a nonqualifying offense still. Is
t hat accurate?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, that would be correct.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Ckay, very good.
Thank you.

Wul d you yield for another
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guestion, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR PALUMBO So have there
been any changes nmade with respect to soneone who
is released in a nonnonetary situation on a
nonvi ol ent felony who commts a new fel ony? Has
t here been any change with regard to judicial
di scretion when it cones to setting bail in that
regard?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam President, if that first offense was
commtting harm was harm nuch |ike the

har m on- harm provi si ons that we went through | ast
year, that would then be bail-eligible.

SENATOR PALUVMBO WI1l the sponsor
yield to anot her question.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Yes, the
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

And just so we're clear, Chairnan,
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that is currently the law, that in the event that
there is an identifiable harmto person or
property in both of those offenses, then that
judge could set bail only after a hearing. |Is
that accurate? That hasn't been changed with
this | egislation?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, that would be correct,
Senat or Pal unbo.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

WI1l the sponsor yield for another
guesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Ckay. So in that
regard, if someone is, for exanple, a garage
burglar, they're commtting residential
burgl aries but they don't go into the living
space, and they're stealing cars from soneone's
garage, it's a grand |arceny. Usually grand
| arceny. Fourth, third, second, whatever it may

be, depending on the value of the car. And the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3167

person is arrested, they nust be rel eased.

| f they recover the vehicle and they
commt another grand | arceny tonorrow, stealing a
car from soneone's garage, the judge cannot set
bail, correct?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, that would not be correct,
because harmto property includes theft. So that
woul d fall into the harm on-harm provision that
we spoke about earlier, Senator Pal unbo.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Wul d you yield
for anot her question, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Al'l day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,

Senat or Bail ey.

So in that regard, if we recover the
vehicle, howis there danage to the property?
Because that was mny exanpl e.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Wbul d you repeat
your question, Senator Pal unbo?

SENATOR PALUMBO, Certainly. If
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t hey recover the vehicle that is stolen and then
you steal a vehicle the follow ng day, and
there's no damage to the vehicle, they just stole
it and got caught in it, then the judge coul dn't
set bail, correct, even though they stole two
cars in two days?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam President. |f you' re speaking about a
charge of theft, that they were charged with
theft, what | said would be correct.

SENATOR PALUMBO So will the
sponsor yield for another question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUMBO. So can you
explain to me how that -- that actually applies
here, that if soneone were to not have an
identifiable harmto a property, however, they're
out on a felony and comm tted anot her felony, how
you could set bail. Tell ne how that works
pursuant to this statute, because that's not how

| read it.
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SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, are you aski ng about 530.60 or
t he harm on harn®?

SENATOR PALUMBO. "' m sorry?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Are you asking
about 530. 60, the provisions of 530.60 that are
i ncl uded, or harm on harn®

SENATOR PALUMBO Correct.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Ckay. Correct.
What are you aski ng about?

SENATOR PALUVMBO My question is --
t hrough you, Madam President -- that | just
indicated that if someone were to commit -- be
out on a felony for stealing a car, and comm t
anot her felony, stealing another car, and the car
is recovered, how a judge would be able to set
bai | .

And this is really for
clarification, because | know there's been sone
public reports that judges were confused.

So now |'mconfused. And if you
could just explain to us, in that situation, may
a judge set bail or remand t he defendant on the
second arrest?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
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Madam Presi dent, the second arrest becones

bail -eligible because theft is specifically
defined as harmto property, in that fact pattern
you gave up

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yield for another question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes, ma'am

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Ckay, so we can
say definitively now, just by way of |egislative
intent, theft is a harmto property, is that
accurate?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, yes.

SENATOR PALUMBO Ckay. W
appreciate that. Thank you, Senator Bail ey.

Wul d you yield for another
guestion, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | got nothing el se

to do. Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR PALUMBO So in that vein,
if soneone is stealing a $900 purse,
repetitively -- and now so they're under a
t housand dollars, these are m sdeneanors, as you
just described, harmto property -- can a judge
set bail in that regard? On the new arrest for
anot her m sdeneanor petit |arceny.

SENATCR BAI LEY: Is it the second
of fense of -- is it, through you,

Madam Presi dent, the second offense and it's a
harmto property? |Is that the fact pattern?
just want to nake sure --

SENATOR PALUMBO, It's anot her
m sdeneanor. It's two m sdenmeanors |'mtalking
about, not felonies.

SENATOR BAI LEY: If it is theft,

t hen you woul d be correct, Senator Pal unbo, yes.
Through you, Madam Presi dent.

SENATOR PALUMBO So,

Senat or Bailey, then would you yield for another
guestion, please.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Absol utely,

Senat or Pal unbo.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

And | appreciate that, because there
was recent data rel eased by the NYPD show ng that
nearly one-third of all shoplifting arrests in
New York City were commtted by 327 people. So
that's over 6,000 shoplifting arrests commtted
by just over 300 people.

So is it your position that this
| egi slation now allows a judge to set bail for
the larcenist who's stealing essentially |ess
than a thousand dollars, but they' re stealing
repeat edl y?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, |ike before, nothing has changed
about that. That would be correct.

SENATOR PALUVMBO WI1l the sponsor
yield for another question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
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Senat or .

Now, there were other -- there's
addi ti onal |anguage that was added, and |I'm j ust
curious if you could explain it to us, please,
that the inposition of a specific type of
securing order is in sone cases required by |aw
and in other cases within the discretion of the
court, in accordance with the principles of, and
pursuant to, its authority granted under the
Crim nal Procedure Law.

So could you tell ne what the
pur pose of adding that |anguage is?

SENATOR BAI LEY: (Conferring.)
Through you, Madam President, excellent question.

It isinrelation to making sure
that we create clarifying | anguage -- because,
agai n, there's been discussion about whet her
people interpret it properly or not, so we're
just trying to make sure that it's clear, the
di stinctions between the securing orders, between
the qualifying and nonqual i ng of fense --
nonqual i fyi ng of fense. Excuse ne,
Madam Pr esi dent .

SENATOR PALUVMBO Whul d t he sponsor

yield for another question.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Yes, ma' am

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUMBO. Just for
clarification -- and | asked this, | know, | ast
year, so |l'd like to just nake sure it's clear
again to my col |l eagues.

We haven't added any lists to the
gual i fying offense lists. So still sale of a
controll ed substance in the second degree, a
Class A-2 felony, is not bail-eligible. That is,
if I can sell up to 2 ounces of fentanyl, | stil
nmust be released by the court. |s that accurate?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, enunerating a |ist of

hei nous-soundi ng crines nmay be part of what
happens over there, and you can list every single
crinme that you' d like to.

We have not added any new qualifying
offenses to the bail |ist.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Wul d you yield
for anot her questi on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. So through you. So robbery
third degree, robbery second degree, aided by
another -- those are still exenpt froma judge
setting bail regardl ess of the new | anguage
change, is that accurate?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent. Again, you can continue to |ist
every crime that you'd like. As | have
previously stated on two occasi ons now during
this debate, we have not added any new qualifying
of fenses in this |egislation.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Wul d you yield
for another question, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO | would just like
to ask a few questions, if | may, regarding
cannabi s enf orcenent.

| don't knowif that is within the

scope of Codes, of the Codes Comm ttee, but |
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just have a few questions about Part UU.
SENATOR BAI LEY: "' m quite enjoying

it, but I would have to yield to Senator Krueger.

No nore questions on bail, Senator Pal unbo?

SENATOR PALUMBO. | don't think for
now. | believe sone of my colleagues nay have a
fewas well. But thank you, Chairnan.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, would you yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

And | do see that we've got a new
crime that was added, a Cl ass A m sdeneanor for
selling without a retail permt. |Is that
accurate?

SENATOR KRUEGER: To clarify, it is
unlicensed sale by a business would be a Cass A
m sdeneanor, yes.

SENATOR PALUMBO Wul d

Senat or Krueger yield for another question,
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pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUMBO Thank you. And
t hrough you, Madam President, does that mnean that
t he busi ness woul d be charged or an indivi dual
who's responsible for the sale, someone who's
wor ki ng the counter, so to speak?

SENATOR KRUEGER: It would be the
busi ness that woul d be responsi bl e, because they
are in fact selling illegal product.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yield for another question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUMBO So in light of
the corporate substitution, is there any -- other
than a nonetary fine, is there any sort of issue

regardi ng the business if they have nultiple
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convictions for selling retail -- cannabis retai
without a |icense?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, there are
quite a few different fines that can be applied
for being a business selling cannabis w thout a
license. It's a sliding scale of a nunber of
di fferent things.

So there woul d be probably nostly
financial fines applied, but in this one case of
a m sdeneanor, there could actually be up to --
aml| right, up to a year? Up to a year of jai
for soneone found guilty of this m sdeneanor
char ge.

SENATOR PALUVMBO W1l the sponsor
yield for another question.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

And who woul d serve that year in
jail in the event that sentence was inposed? A
menber of the corporation, the individual who is
speaki ng on behalf of it? | nean, if it's
something like an LLC or it has nultiple

sharehol ders, who is the targeted defendant under
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this | egislation?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.) So
it would have to be a person, not a corporation,
who woul d be found guilty of a m sdenmeanor in
this situation. You had to prove that they
knowi ngly were selling it.

So | believe that in nost cases it
would be in fact the owner or owners of the
illegal store. But if the fact pattern showed
t hat the sal esperson conceivably knew t hat they
were in fact participating in an illegal -- sale
of an illegal product, they could potentially
al so be caught up in this.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Whul d t he sponsor
yield for another question, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Oh, I'msorry.
Yes, of course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

And in that regard, then, are there

any -- it looks like there's only one crine for
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the retail sale or the unlicensed sale. Are

t here any aggravating factors that were
considered? Like sale to a mnor, for exanple,
m ght be a nore significant crine.

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, not in this
situation of cannabis.

The goal was to primarily stay
within the civil |aw categories, not the crimnal
| aw. Because we just went through a whol e
process of trying to make sure we were
decrimnalizing both the use of cannabis products
and as nmuch as possible the sale of cannabis
products.

So far nore of the penalties, if you
| ook through the entire section of that bill
relating to cannabis, are on civil fines.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you. Wuld
you yield for one nore question, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUMBO | don't know if

the Legi slature was aware, but there were sone
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reports that the state has already started to
crack down on unlicensed entities, and that

t hey' ve been -- they've been -- about five nonths
ago they started to get noving and started to
create essentially like a task force to deal with
peopl e who are unlicensed and illegally selling
cannabi s.

So can you tell nme why this
| egislation is necessary, if the state's already
been authorized to do it itself?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So the cCM did
start to inplenent sone going after, so to speak
illegal stores and trucks. Five nonths ago --
even earlier than five nonths ago.

But | believe five nonths ago,
you're referencing an executive order giving them
some additional authority. And truthfully, it
was just creating lots and | ots of confusion out
there in different parts of the state about who
had what responsibility or authority to do
t hi ngs, including the confusion that there would
be a specific store that m ght be licensed to
sell CBD products and/or tobacco products, but
was also selling, illegally, cannabis products --

cannabi s non-CBD products, with THC
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So there would be lots of argunents
back and forth, could they close that store down
if it was licensed for tobacco even though they
were going after the cannabis marijuana products?
Who could do that? Some confusion about whet her
sheriffs had the authority or didn't have the
authority. Sone confusion, in fact, about with
vari ous police departnments, what authority they
had to go in and seize products and cl ose stores.

And so we worked very hard for quite
a fewnonths to try to establish an entire sort
of collection of statutes that we believed would
finally nake it very clear to | aw enforcenent
what their powers of enforcenent were, powers for
the O fice of Cannabi s Managenent.

The recognition, of course, that
cannabis -- | egal cannabis nust be taxed for
sale. And so -- and licensed. So that in fact
that brought in the Tax and Fi nance Depart nment,
who actually has search and penalty authority
al ready over tobacco and al cohol products, and
this was expanding their role to be inclusive of
illegal cannabis sales by stores as well.

So if you look through the entire

section, you will see that we are trying to both
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clarify for | aw enforcenent what they can do to
address this problem meke it clear to people who
m ght be unintentionally wal ki ng thensel ves down
the road of being involved in illegal businesses
and busi ness sal es, and maki ng sure that we have
| believe now a robust system of making sure that
not only will stores be closed rapidly, but that
many people will realize this is not even
anything they want to try, and they will not try
to open these stores, which would be the ultinate
goal .

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,

Senat or Krueger. Do you yield for one nore
guestion on a little bit different area?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

It's page 162 of the bill, the
grounds and procedure for renoval of comerci al
tenants for unlicensed cannabis retail sale. And
near the bottom of the page it indicates that
this could be grounds for eviction, that they

would file an application for the renoval of a
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commercial tenant so using or occupying the sane
for a violation of Article 222 of the Penal Law,
or Article 6 of the Cannabis Law, involving the
unlicensed sal e of cannabis or such property or

t he portion thereof being used for such
unlicensed activity is not occupied for any other
| icensed or |awful purpose.

So regarding that section, in the
event soneone's selling cannabis out of their
home or out of a licensed comercial building
that has ot her uses -- naybe a Walmart that has
ot her lawful purposes -- do you not have grounds
to evict that tenant if they're in violation of
this new | aw?

SENATOR KRUEGER: This law only
applies to commercial space, not a private
residence. So it would not involve evicting
soneone fromtheir home or a residenti al
facility. It's specific to comrercial
facilities.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

On the bill, please,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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Pal unbo on the bill.

SENATOR PALUMBO. Thank you. And |
appreciate that. And, you know, it's interesting
tolive in a state where weed is cheaper to get
t han ci garettes.

But back to the bail issue. | nean,
of course, you know, | can usually tal k about
these things for quite sonme tine. And we had --
it was -- | appreciate Senator Bailey yielding
for ny questions. And | didn't want to waste
time just really debating back and forth all the
nuance of it, because what we have here is
actual ly no change.

W have all of the same offenses
t hat we've gone through before, alnost 400 of
them and we have sonme of these that are just so
counterintuitive to commobn sense, when you have
riot in the first degree is still not
bail -eligible, so you have 10 or nore people
rioting, you have -- it's an E felony. You have
to give them an appearance ticket and then ask
themto not stop -- put the knives and bats down,
and then when the police step back, because they
can't arrest anyone, they can go right back at

it. It just nmakes no sense to ne.
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And quite frankly, this so-called
change has not added any additional crinmes to
donmestic violence. For exanple, assault in the
third degree isn't even a nmandatory arrest under
our Penal Law if the victimdoesn't want you to
arrest.

So if | break ny spouse's nose,
that's an assault in the third degree. That's a
m sdemeanor under the law. It's an assault in
the third degree. Not only is it not a mandatory
arrest, it's still not eligible for bail because
there is a cross-reference to the donestic
violence or the famly offense statute, which
really has to do with warrantl ess arrest at one
point -- at 140.10, | think it is.

So it says if it's one of those
of fenses, the few that are not on the
bail-eligible list, but they are considered a
famly offense, then it's a mandatory arrest.

But they're still not eligible for bail.

So this was a long time com ng;
we're a nonth late. And we were expecting
somet hi ng spectacular. This is version nunber
four of bail reform 2019, 2020, we just keep

maki ng changes, and none of them are substantive.
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And none of themare going to nake us safer.
Crime is up. Crime continues to go up. It's not
t he pandem c. That was the excuse we've been
using for the past few years, and it's doing
not hing to nmake our citizens feel safer.

Sol will be voting no on this bill.
It's really quite unfortunate that we didn't
real ly consider a dangerousness standard, |ike
all 49 states and the federal system all ows,
because dangerousness is a part of bail. Wether
or not if you have a prior nurder conviction --
this is even the exanple | just gave, actually,
now that | think about it.

If I nmurdered ny first wife, served
my tinme, paid ny debt to society, got out
30 years later, and |I'm now knocki ng around ny
new girlfriend and I break her nose, you can't
even set bail on nme in New York State. How fair
is that? W forgot about victins, folks.

This does nothing. 1'Il be voting
in the negative. Thank you, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Lanza.

SENATOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent, |
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have a few questions on bail. |1'mwondering if
t he sponsor woul d yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Bai | ey, do you yield?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Certainly.

| just want to clarify something
t hat Senat or Pal unbo indicated in his statenent
inrelation to arrests. Subpart B of this bill,
in a domestic violence context, does nake it an
arrestable offense. | just wanted to nake sure
we clarified that for the record.

Senat or Lanza, | certainly do yield
for your questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you.

Through you, Madam Presi dent.
just want to comment, | |listened to the exchange
bet ween Senator Pal unbo and Senator Bailey, and |
just want to seek clarification. There was a
guestion about what is dangerous, and |I'm not
sure | heard the answer. So | want to be nore
speci fic.

So sone of the things that have

occurred, sadly, over the last year and, you
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know, forever in New York: Robbery with a knife,
burgl ari es, peopl e being pushed off subway
pl atforns, assaults, hate crines -- and | can go
on and on. But the point I'mmaking is would the
sponsor agree or is there anything on that |ist
that the sponsor believes is not dangerous?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Not in any of the
subj ect matter that you -- through you,
Madam Presi dent, the offenses that you nmentioned
are harnful to individuals. They are -- they
cause harmto people. They are not things that
shoul d be done. And | would say that that's the
reason why we have a Penal Law, you know, to
puni sh peopl e who are engagi ng in harnfu
conduct .

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d.

SENATOR BAI LEY: | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. You know, | would agree with
that, Senator Bail ey.

But ny question is nore pointed than

that. Do you believe that the things | described
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are dangerous or not?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. So |I'mgoing to answer that in
two parts.

The offenses that you nmention are
dangerous, but that does not necessarily mean
t hat peopl e are dangerous. So when you're
speaki ng about a dangerousness standard, you are
tal ki ng about a person being determ ned to be
danger ous.

The crinmes that are considered to be
danger ous, again, are covered under our
Penal Law. So | also -- | just want to ask the
distinction. Are you speaking about people or
i nstances?

SENATOR LANZA: WI 1l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: |'"d be glad to
clarify. Through you, Madam President.

So I'mtal king about the crinmes that
are commtted by people, so | suppose |I'm asking

about people. For instance, a person that wal ks
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down the street in Manhattan and just hits a
police officer standing there over the head with
a bottle, or a person that wal ks onto a subway
pl at f orm and pushes another person into the
tracks just because they don't |ike the way they
| ook, or a person that points a knife at someone
and tells themto give themtheir purse or their
noney -- would you agree that those people doing
t hose things are dangerous?

SENATOR BAI LEY: (Conferring.)
Through you, Madam President. Those instances
are certainly unfortunate and certainly things
t hat none of us would want anybody in our
comunities, in our homes, to go through, on the
first level.

It sounds like in that instance that
those individuals are requiring of nental health
services. And when we tal k about public safety,
public safety is way nore than bail, it's way
nore than discovery, it's way nore than nenta
health. It's all of the totality of the
ci rcumst ances.

But in sum and substance, it would
be very difficult to say those people are

dangerous. Are they conmtting dangerous
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activities, in that if those instant offenses --
incidents are proven guilty, if they are proven
to be guilty -- and | think we al so often gl oss
over that, right, that there's a standard of

i nnocence until proven guilty.

But I want to -- if they are proven
guilty, Senator Lanza, and presumably in your
hypot hesis -- you know, your hypothetical, they
were -- the actions were guilty. | don't know if
we can indicate that those individuals are
dangerous. Because as Senator Pal unbo nenti oned,
dangerousness is rather subjective. And it's
cont ext ual

SENATOR LANZA: WI 1 the sponsor
yi el d.

SENATOR BAI LEY: | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,

Madam President. So | don't think the things
that | described are matters for debate,
honestly. | think people who do that are
danger ous.

"1l -- 1"Il -- through you,

Madam Pr esi dent, another exanple. On Christnas
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night, after a dinner with ny --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza, are you on the bill or are you asking a
guestion?

SENATOR LANZA: "' m asking a
guestion, through you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: " msorry, yes.
Thank you. Through you, Madam Presi dent.

So on Christmas night, after dinner
with ny famly, we're sitting in ny honme, a quiet
nei ghbor hood that has been sort of -- we've seen
an increase in crinme over the last three years.
My daughter was sitting at the kitchen table. W
have patio doors, and someone right in front of
her, a few feet away, pushed in those doors, had
al ready broken into my hone, unbeknownst to us.
W were all in the house.

That person was never caught,
al t hough there was a rash of crines like that in

t he weeks before and the weeks after. And
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al t hough that person was never caught and
t herefore never proven guilty, that person did
what he did right in front of our eyes.

Through you, Madam Presi dent, would
t he sponsor agree that a person who does that is
danger ous?

SENATOR BAI LEY: (Conferring.) So
t hrough you, Madam President. First and
forenpst, let ne address -- as a friend, as a
person, |I'msorry that that happened to you and
your famly. Geat father, great husband, your
kids are incredible. 1'msorry that they had to
witness that. And | say that with al
seriousness. And that |I'mvery sorry that
happened to you, Senator Lanza.

In the fact pattern that you
menti oned, that individual would have commtted a
qgual i fyi ng of fense, which would -- which would
have been bail-eligible should a -- if a judge
had determned to -- based upon the facts that
you just laid out there.

And whet her you -- you're asking
whet her that individual would be dangerous or
not. And again, it's such a subjective question.

Right? The offense is a dangerous offense,
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unquesti onably, because it caused harmed to you,
ment al angui sh to your children, things that none
of us want.

But the person was not apprehended.
It is very difficult for us to thread that needle
when we' re speaki ng about dangerousness and the
subj ectivity thereof, Senator Lanza.

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: First, | just want
to step outside this debate for a second.

| want to say | do appreciate your
comments, Senator Bailey. | do consider you a
friend. It nmeans a lot to nme that you said what
you just said. People forget back hone that we
coul d work together and we coul d oppose and
debate and that we can still be friends. And I
appreci ate your friendship.

Il will say this, through you,

Madam President, and it -- there will be a
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guestion following. That is, tonme it is not
subj ective. | believe in ny heart, in ny soul,
in ny mnd, that a person who did what they did
to us Christmas night -- and thank God everybody
was okay -- and some of the other things that

| ' ve described, | don't think there's no sort of
issue in terns of -- | understand what Senat or
Bailey is doing, and | respect it.

But people, to ne -- and | think
nost peopl e back home on Staten Island that |
represent, and throughout the state -- would
consider the types of things |I've described and
peopl e that |'ve described as bei ng dangerous.
So we'll |eave that.

Through you, Madam President. So
| ast year, sadly, there were 417,975 crines
committed in the State of New York. Through you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor agree that
t hat woul d suggest that New York State is not as
safe as it ought to be?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yield for that question?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. Crinme is up everywhere, and

it's very difficult to determ ne where are these
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crimes commtted. You know, it's -- | would say
that's a largely contextual question. Right?
You know, what tine periods are we speaking
about ?

Just to put statistics -- and we've
had hearings, Madam Presi dent, about how there
have been maybe conflicting data and i nfornation.
So, one, |I'd wonder where that data cane from
right, because we've seen conflicts between DCIS
and NYPD and ot her different data points.

And secondly, | guess I'd -- when
you' re saying the nunber of offenses conmtted,
what type of offenses have been comm tted,
Senat or Lanza? | just want to | guess clarify a
little bit. So through you, Madam Presi dent.

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor yield.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,

Madam President. So the time period is |ast
year, 2022. The characterization is crinme, not

offense. So there were 417,975 crines commtted
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in the State of New York. Wich is just at a
hi storic high.

We can debate, you know, what the
cause is. Mself and others and fol ks on ny
side, we believe that the bail reform was
certainly a contributing factor to that nunber.
There are other issues | think at play here. But
neverthel ess, we can't get around the fact and
the truth that according to DCJS, 417,975 crines
were conmitted in New York. \Which neans there
are 417,975 victinms in the State of New York | ast
year. And it looks like there are going to be
nore, tragically, this year.

And so through you, Madam Presi dent,
| listened to nmy friend Senator Bail ey say that
the bail issue proposal in this bill does not add
any qualifying offenses that weren't there
already. And that also that it represents a nere
clarification of what was originally done in the
original bail reform

So I'd ask -- through you,

Madam Presi dent -- is Senator Bail ey saying that
inthis bill there is actually no rea
fundanmental change to the bail reformas it

exi sts today?
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SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, | would respectfully disagree
with ny friend Senator Lanza that this -- that
there are no fundanental changes.

| believe that there are a nunber of
substantive changes between Parts A, B, and C of
t his proposal.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

So one of the argunents, if not the
primary argunent in favor of the need for bai
reforma few years ago, was that the prior system
was i nherently racist. Through you,
Madam Pr esi dent, does the sponsor believe that
this roll back of bail reform together with the
ot her roll backs, brings us back toward that
raci st systenf

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
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Madam President, it's very difficult to
contextualize racism As, again, as a Black nman
in Arerica who has faced it since August 26,
1982, the day | was born in New York Hospital

To answer your question, as a
Legi slature, as a Senate body, as an Assenbly
majority, we're a contenplative body. And we
listen and respond to the needs of our
constituents. And we've nade changes that we
have determ ned were required in order to nove
our state forward.

And as far as whether they were
returning to sonmething racist, as sonmeone who
faces racismquite often in a nunber of different
contexts, | don't know how to answer that
honestly, Senator Lanza. It's a very difficult
guestion. Because racismis a multilayered
concept that is not just predicated upon in our
bail laws. You see, it's in our housing |aws.
It's in our econonmic justice laws. It has
per neat ed soci ety.

So it's very difficult to say -- to
point to one area of |law and say that's racist.
There are a nunber of other things that are

rooted in the vestiges of racismand slavery in
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our state's history. And | don't know if we have
the tinme or the energy, for sone, to discuss
those. But | just don't know how to give you the
answer that you're |looking for in that context
specifically related to bail

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent
thank you. On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza on the bill.

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent
t hank you.

And t hank you, Senator Bailey. |

appreci ate the discussion.

You know, Senator Bailey, | suspect
| know the answer to the question. | know you a
long tinme now. | know you would never vote for

anyt hing that you believe to be racist.

W were told for a long tine that
bai|l reformwas necessary because the old system
was racist. Last year the Governor,

Governor Hochul, did a press conference, talked
about the fact that she was not going to rol

back bail reform not one iota. She tal ked about
a knapsack, and she tal ked about the racismthat

existed in just about, | think she said, every
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arrest that occurs in New York. And she said
t herefore she would not roll it back one iota.

A week later, there was a poll in
t he gubernatorial race, and all of a sudden there
was anot her press conference and she said she
rolled it back

Now, | know ny good friend Senator
Bail ey, if he thought sonething was racist,
whether it was or not, that there was no way he
was ever going to nove in that direction. Wich
is why | nust conclude, Madam President, that as
Senat or Pal unbo concl uded, that there is no rea
change here in bail reform

You can't have it two ways. You
can't say the old way was racist and therefore we
can't roll it back, but here we are today, quote,
unquote, rolling it back. | think the people of
New York know better. | think the Governor knows
better. | think the Governor is just |looking to
do anot her press conference so she can say she
di d somet hi ng when she didn't.

We can continue to argue: Bali
reform good, bail reformbad. That's a debate we
ought to have and continue to have. W have our

position, you have yours. But, you know, the
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insult to the people of New York is not sonething
we should stand by. So she's going to have her
press conference. W heard there are no new
gual i fying offenses, we heard this is just a
clarification. And we know, based on the
statenents we've heard fromny good friends, who
bel i eve what they believe on the other side of
the aisle, that they were not going to change it,
period. W' ve been waiting 40 days because of

t hat .

And you know what | believe? |
believe we're not changing it. And | believe
this is just continued di shonesty here in Al bany.
Not by ny friend Senator Bailey, because | think
he pretty nmuch said, Yeah, there's a
clarification, yeah, there's this, |I'mnot going
to answer that question -- because | know he's
unconfortable. Because | know he knows and |
know what's happeni ng here. And we know t he
Governor wants to say sonmething that isn't true.

And New Yorkers are tired of it.
Because you know what | believe? | believe
417,975 crines is too much. And it neans
New York is not safe. And | believe the people

who commit those crines, the lion's share of
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them represent a danger to our state and to our
peopl e.

And you want to keep telling us what
is not causing the problen? Then tell us what
is. And let's for crying out |oud do sonething
about it. But this budget does nothing about it.
VWhich is why | will be voting in the negative,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank

you.
Senat or St ec.
SENATOR STEC: Thank you,

Madam President. |f the sponsor would yield on

t he subject of bail reform

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: t he
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,
Senat or Bailey. Good afternoon.

| would like to follow up on sone of
what ny col | eagues have been aski ng you about
today. |If the sponsor would yield for the first

guestion. In your opinion, does this new bill

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3205

| anguage i nprove public safety?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President, this --

SENATOR STEC: And how?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam President. Public safety is a nmultifaceted
conversation. |f any one of us is |ooking to any
single statute to aneliorate the needs of public
safety, | think that we are all fooling
our sel ves.

This, in conjunction with the noney
that we are giving to our district attorneys, the
noney that we are giving to our defenders, the
noney that we're giving to the police departnents
t hroughout the State of New York, in conjunction
Wi th necessary nental health inprovenents -- nore
beds online -- will inprove public safety. No
one statute, and not this statute by itself, on
its own, will inprove public safety,
Madam Pr esi dent .

SENATOR STEC: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Certainly.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR STEC: Does this bill
| anguage nove the ball forward or not in the area
of public safety on its own |egs?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam President. | was hopeful | answered that,
that no one bill can nove any public safety
forward. And | haven't seen a bill in ny

si x-and-a-hal f years here that does that by
itself.

This bill nakes necessary
i nprovenents to the bail law to assist with sone
of the concerns that people had about bai
reform

SENATOR STEC: W11l the sponsor
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you. Through
you, Madam Presi dent.

Wuld this bill make it easier to
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hol d people in sonme instances in the case of
their arrest?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, it would give judges discretion
to make a determ nati on whether they would |ike
to set bail on individuals after a qualifying
of f ense.

SENATOR STEC: W11l the sponsor

yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does t he

sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you.

Current |aw uses |east restrictive
nmeans. |It's been reported over the buil dup of
the last nonth that this was going to be changed
inthis legislation. 1In your opinion, does this
bill significantly change or does this just
rejunble the words? Are we getting away from
| east restrictive nmeans or are we still under
| east restrictive means?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, in the | anguage that was brought
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up, kind and degree of control to necessarily
return a -- and guarantee the principal's return
to court is a departure fromleast restrictive
nmeans.

| don't -- again, | -- as soneone
who is not in the business of speaking about what
judges will or will not do, it grants them
further discretion to be able to determ ne, once
a qualifying offense has been purportedly
commtted, to be able to set bail should they so
choose.

SENATOR STEC: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you. How many
ti mes have we anmended the bail laws in the [|ast
five years?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, three.
SENATCR STEC: And this would be

the fourth tine?
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SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, excuse nme, this would be the
third tine.

SENATOR STEC: Al right. If the
sponsor woul d yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: | s the sponsor aware
of the Siena poll from March, just a coupl e of
nmont hs ago, that denonstrated that 72 percent of
New Yor kers support giving judges much nore
di scretion than current |aw?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, | would take you at your word,
Senat or Stec, about the Siena poll. That's a
reput abl e polling industry.

But | would also indicate that polls
are not necessarily dispositive of the entire
popul ace in our 20-mllion-popul ated state. And
this does give judges nore discretion to be able
to again, in the event that a qualifying of fense

was conmitted, if they so chose, to set bail on

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3210

soneone.

SENATOR STEC: W11l the sponsor
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you.

What stakehol ders were involved in
drafting the legislation that's in front of us
today? Who was -- what groups or significant
st akehol ders were involved in crafting this?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam President, a nunber. W had conversations
with law enforcenment, district attorneys, the
Executive, Assenbly, Senate, organizations such
as donestic violence organi zations, a nunber of

i ndi vidual s who are -- have a vested interest in
public safety, Madam President.

SENATOR STEC: | f the sponsor woul d
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | yield.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Specifically, was
the District Attorneys Association of the State
of New York consulted, and did they give any
formal opinion, guidance, or input into this
| egi sl ati on?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, not by the Senate.

SENATOR STEC: Sorry, | couldn't
hear .

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, the District Attorneys
Association as a formal entity was not contacted
by the Senate. They possibly could have been
t hrough the Executive or the Assenbly.

SENATOR STEC: | f the sponsor woul d
yi el d.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, they did testify at a number of
public hearings as illumnated in sonme of the
debate from yesterday, where you asked multiple
guestions about another topic of discovery. So
there were conversations that were had with them

in the general realmof public safety.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Yes, certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR STEC: Thanks,

Senat or Bail ey.

Were any victins' rights advocacy
groups consulted, or did we receive input? And
if so, what that was -- what was that?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, for subpart B, in relation to
maki ng the arrests mandatory for donestic

vi ol ence of fenses, domestic viol ence awar eness
organi zati ons were contacted and consulted.

SENATOR STEC: | f the sponsor would
yield. The rest of ny question was --

SENATOR BAI LEY: Absol utel y.

SENATCR STEC: -- what was that --
what was that feedback or input.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Vell, it was
i ncl uded, you know. And it was sonething that
t hose organi zati ons were supportive of.

SENATOR STEC: | f the sponsor woul d

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you.

What about the New York State
Def enders Associ ation, were they consulted? Did
t hey provide input?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, yes.

SENATOR STEC: | f the sponsor would
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Al right. As |
poi nted out previously, I amnot a nenber of the
bar |ike sonme of ny coll eagues that have spoken
earlier. And we're tal king about flight risk and
return to court as the thrust of the purpose of
bail, I think is how | would characterize this.

Wereas a | ot of questions are al ways bei ng asked
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about dangerousness, the seriousness of the
crime, the likelihood of conviction.

Is it fair to say that those |ast
three -- likelihood of conviction, seriousness of
the crime, dangerousness of the individual -- are
not factors in New York's crimnal justice
syst enf

SENATOR BAI LEY: (Conferring.) So
t hrough you, Madam President, flight risk is
somet hing that would be included. And there are
alist of -- a nunber of lists of factors that
are enunerated, and it's not exclusive. So |
woul dn't say anything is rul ed out.

As far as dangerousness goes, that
is not a standard in New York and it's never
been.

SENATOR STEC: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor yields .

SENATCR STEC: Isn't it true that
New York State is an outlier when it comes to
that, that in all the other states, 49 other

states, judges can factor in dangerousness, but
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New York does not? |Is that -- and if that's true
or reasonably accurate, is -- is there a
constitutional prohibition in the New York State
Constitution for us to amend that?

| nmean, we're anending crim nal
justice |l aw here today. Wy not insert
danger ousness?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, there's a reason why we're the
Enpire State. W stand out and we stand al one.

So no, we have not contenpl ated
dangerousness. And |I'mcertain that if sonmeone
desired to take that up, they could. But we are
uninterested in taking up the topic of

danger ousness, Madam Presi dent.

SENATOR STEC: | f the sponsor would
yi el d.

SENATOR BAI LEY: | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Wul d
t he sponsor -- the sponsor yields.

SENATOR STEC: | just -- | wasn't
sure if | heard you. So are we an outlier? Are
we the only state that does not consider
dangerousness in our crimnal proceedings?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
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Madam Presi dent, we are an outlier in many ways.
And Senator Stec would be correct that we are an
outlier in terns of not permitting a subjective
standard to determ ne a reason why an accused

i ndi vidual who is not determined guilty before a
trial should be incarcerated, yes. W are unique
in that factor, Madam President.

SENATOR STEC: | f the sponsor would
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Well, 1I'"msure you
won't be surprised | agree that New York State is
in fact an outlier in nmany regards. W nmay
di sagree on whether or not that's w se or not.

Are you famliar with -- and | --
you know, 1'd alnost Iike to ask a hypot heti cal,
but 1'mgoing to ask sonmething that's current
events. Are you famliar with the tragic
shooting case a couple of weeks ago -- when the
budget was only 15 days late -- on April 15th in
nei ghbori ng Washi ngton County of a 20-year-old
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girl who was shot with a shotgun because she
turned down the wong driveway? Are you famliar
with that, that case that's been in the news?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you, Madam
President, incredibly sad. M/ condol ences go to
her famly, Senator Stec. | amwell aware of
that tragi c occurrence.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you. |If the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: And | appreciate
that. | -- 1 certainly don't doubt your
sincerity there. It's certainly a tragedy. And
there's a lot to talk about in that case.

But one of the current issues on

that case is the subject of bail. A couple of
days after the incident -- the shooting, her
death -- the defendant was brought before a judge

i n Washi ngton County and renmanded. And it's in
the Tinmes Union today, there's a story in the

Ti mes Union today that on Thursday, in
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Warren County Court, the defendant will be in
front of a judge where they're seeking his
rel ease.

If I could, I'll just paraphrase
briefly fromthe news article. A 20-year-old
woman was shot and killed for turning in the
wrong driveway, and the defendant's attorney is
describing his jailing as being "illegally
det ai ned. "

When the judge at the tine,
following the -- his arrest in Washi ngton County
Court ruled against bail, the friends and famly
drew an audi ble sigh of relief in the courtroom
And then in court docunents, and |'ve got court
docunents here, the attorney has argued that jail
wi t hout bail violated New York's current bail |aw
because it not pose a -- he did not pose a flight
ri sk and questi oned whether the ruling was the
| east restrictive neans.

And fromthe court proceedings or
the court filing, the newly -- this is the
defendant's attorney's filing -- the newy
enacted statute governing securing orders
codified in Crimnal Procedure Law Section 500,

whi ch went into effect on January 1, 2020,
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mandat es rel ease pending trial on every single
case, regardl ess of the charge, unless the court
makes an individualized finding that the accused
person poses a, quote, risk of flight to avoid
prosecuti on.

In all cases, the court shal
rel ease the principal pending trial on the
principal's own recogni zance unless it is
denonstrated that the court makes an
i ndi vidualized determ nation that the principal
poses a risk of flight to avoid prosecution.

Accordingly, only if there's a
denonstration of an individualized finding that
t he accused or the principal poses a risk of
flight to avoid prosecution nmay the court then
i npose non-nonetary conditions of release or, if
t he person stands charged with a, quote,
qgual i fyi ng of fense, which we heard about earlier,
nonet ary bai |

Are you confortable with how that's
been phrased to the court? And do you believe
t hat sonmebody that's been convicted of
second-degree -- or accused and arrested for
second- degree nurder, firing a shotgun and

killing a 20-year-old woman, should only be
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j udged on whet her or not he's a flight risk?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam President. Let ne first again -- what |I'm
hearing, | watched the news, | saw that -- the
coverage of that. And | saw and | was paying
attention when he was renanded, because the

of fense that he was accused of is a bail-eligible
of fense, which would be a qualifying offense.

As far as whether |I'mconfortable
with a defense attorney naki ng an argunent, |
have no opinion on a defense attorney naki ng an
argunment for their client. Defense attorneys
have been maki ng argunments since prior to 2019,
in the sane vein, on a nunber of offenses. They
are of fenses that individuals have been renmanded
for murder, for attenpted nmurder. And when | say
this, understand I'm not dimnishing the offense.
| nmean, if that's a constituent of yours, please
convey ny sincere condol ences to them If it's
Senat or Ashby -- |I'mnot sure -- please convey
that to them

But | have no opinion on what a
def ense-attorney argunent is going to nake. Wen
it cones down to it, it is an argunment -- the

article seens to be an article about an argunent
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that a defense attorney is making, not about our
| aws.

SENATOR STEC: On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Stec on the bill.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Thank you, Senator Bailey, for
answering ny questions. Thank you for expressing
your condol ence. And, you know, | know we all
share that sentiment. And | don't doubt that at
all. It's adifficult subject. | apologize to
bring it up in this way. Like |I said, |
hesitated to do so because it's so recent, but it
is also current. And a former constituent of
m ne, a current constituent of Senator Ashby's
followi ng redistricting.

It's cases |like these and argunents
that are being made like this that has got people
in New York State very frustrated with bail |aws
and the way that we treat crimnals in this
st at e.

|''mnot sure that I've -- I'm
convinced that the current lawis significantly

different -- or it inproves public safety than
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the current law. And |I'm absolutely certain that
the current |aw, which was adopted as part of the
budget in 2019, significantly hindered and
reduced public safety in New York State.

Again, | think that the bail reform
| aw that we've got in front of us now, changing
this falls far short. And I'I|l be voting no on
this particular budget bill for this and many
ot her reasons. But bail reform this is
another -- this is another swing and a m ss.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senat or Rol i son.

SENATOR ROLI SON: Thank you,

Madam President. On bail, will the sponsor yield
for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Yes, ma' am

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR ROLI SON: Senator, we had
t he opportunity, along with coll eagues fromthe

Assenbly and nenbers of the Senate, to have a
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joint commttee hearing on data that you were
part of chairing. And there was a | ot of
information that came out of that particular
hearing -- which was frustrating for sure,
because it seened that none of the data systens
within our state when it relates to crimna
justice were probably really conmunicating with
one another. You know, alnost l|ike on different
platforns. And sone organi zati ons woul d have
sone data, and sonme woul d not have the data that
| think we were all looking to hear. So there
was a lively debate on that with various state
entities.

One of the things that was spoken
about when it cane to judges, and there seened to
be sone frustration or just some |ack of
information, | guess, is a way you could
categorize it, that judges were not applying the
current bail laws as witten. And there were
guestions to OCA and DCJS, the District Attorneys
Associ ation representative, on what was known,
how t hey got the information, what was the
training, and we could go right on down the I|ist.

And | ooking at this change to the

bail reform it alnost, in ny opinion -- and this
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is going to be my question, Senator. Does

this -- in your mnd, does this reflect what we

heard that day? Does this sort of clean up sone
of the bail reformthat really was al ready

exi sting but wasn't being properly applied when

it came to certain defendants?

SENATOR BAI LEY: So thank you,
Senat or Rol i son.

So through you, Madam President, in
t hat same public hearing, the chief
adm ni strative judge indicated that judges were
not confused. So -- and we al so have a
subpart C, which specifically addresses the data.
It would mandate OCA and DCJIS to report every
six months regarding pretrial rel ease and
detention. And, you know, it would give us
hopefully a better data set. Because you
nmenti oned data at the outset of your questions at
the data hearing -- excuse nme, at the outset of
your line of questioning.

So we're hopeful that this will make
actual change, nmeaning after six nonths it would
be going every nonth, so we can have a better set
of data concerning what judges -- whether they're

setting bail, whether they're not setting bail.
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So all of this information about
pretrial data, we're trying to inprove that, you
know, as a contenpl ative body.

SENATCOR ROLI SON: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, will the sponsor continue to yield.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

The sponsor yi el ds.

SENATOR ROLI SON: So, you know,
getting back to that part, right? So obviously
that was a huge part of the fact that data was
not available as we wanted it to be froma
vari ety of state agencies.

And then there al so was, you know,

t he conversation about that sone judges were
doing it one way, sone judges were doing it

anot her way. And it was very confusing, at |east
inny mnd, that there wasn't nore of a uniform
way of defining the guidelines that this body
passed in 2019.

| can say, as sonmeone who spent his
career as a police officer, and then obviously as
an elected official, partly during that tinme and

then after in dealing with crimnal justice, that
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we know dangerousness is off the table. |

di sagree with that, but it's off the table. And
SO -- but again, getting back to what we heard --
and | think you started to say that, but |I'm
confused by this. And I've talked to sone of ny
col | eagues about this particular proposal that --
originally put forth by the Governor, nodified,
woul d assunme, maybe not assune, by the two
bodies, that it still seens to be confusing.

Which -- and there may be j ust
different ternms within this new | anguage t hat
really kind of reflects what's already going on,
in sone part. So that -- you know, that concerns
nme, because | do understand this | anguage. And |
don't understand all of it, right, and that's
concer ni ng.

So I"'mgoing to go on the bill,
Madam President, if that's okay.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Ckay.
Senator Rolison on the bill.

SENATCOR ROLI SON: So as | said, |
started ny police career at age 21, | did al nost
29 years in the police force. And | wll say
that there definitely were tinmes, especially

early on in ny career, when there were
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i ndi vidual s that had bail put on themt hat
probably didn't necessarily need it to be done.

It was just how it was for people
who were doi ng repeat offenses, that there was a
way to hopefully address sonme of their
chal l enges. And even back then, correctional
facilities, local county jails, weren't set up
for that.

And there was tal k about a bail fund
when | was a nenber of the county | egislature,
how for |lowlevel crimes, where a county could
set up a bail fund to actually give the noney to
t he defendants so they didn't have to go to jail.
Thi nki ng today about back then, that probably was
somet hi ng that should have been done. And it
wasn't done.

So -- but here we are in a situation
where | wasn't here in 2019 when this was
di scussed. | was mayor of the City of
Poughkeepsie. And what | heard at the tinme was
that these reforns were passed, there was not a
| ot of discussion with individuals within the
crimnal justice system-- this is what | heard.
Again, | was not here. And now we have seen on

several occasions that this body has refornmed a
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reform

And what | -- what | would just hope
is that -- and | don't see anywhere in the budget
any noney to really study the inpacts, say, so to
speak, on the crimnal justice system public
safety, and crinme victins and the defendants as
it relates to all of the refornms that were passed
by this body back in 2019.

| would Iike to see that. Because
one of the things that frustrates ne is that
there is never a conplete -- and | knowin a
perfect world you'd have that, but this isn't a
perfect world, of course, and it's not supposed
to be -- is that we dispute the data: This group
says this, and this groups says that. And
everyone el se who's not on either particular side
of this issue is left kind of wondering, well,
what really -- what does that data support?

And for that reason
Madam President, | will be voting no on this
bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
O Mar a.

SENATOR O MARA: Yes, thank you

Madam Pr esi dent . | think 1'll nove on from bail
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if that's okay with everybody.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: That's
fine.

SENATCR O MARA: | have a few
guestions on the energy issues with a few
different areas of -- electric buildings, | guess
I'1'l start with. And | think that is
Senat or Kavanagh.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Kavanagh, do you yi el d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes, | do,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

On the nove to electric buildings
under seven stories. There's significant
concerns, | think, on the reliability of the grid
and nmoving forward with this. W're certainly
pushing in New York State nore and nore
electrification -- vehicles, honme heating,
stoves, hot water heaters.

This electrification in new

bui | di ngs rai ses a concern because the | SQ
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| ndependent System Qperator in New York has
actually reported on the reliability margins in
New York City and that in 2025 there's going to
be an insufficient supply of electricity in
New York City. That it's estimated to range
bet ween 120 and 350 negawatts deficiency during
the summer. And that if -- that's in 2025.

And there's, you know, | guess nore

el ectricity comng with the Chanpl ai n-Hudson |i ne

com ng down from Quebec with renewabl e
electricity from Canada. But if there's del ays
in that transm ssion line, that power supply
won't be there.

How do you propose or how do you
think that the state is going to handle this
defi ci ency, pushing nore and nore buil di ngs and
vehicles onto electric?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, that was a | ong and t hought f ul
guestion, so I'lIl give a bit of a | engthy answer
in response to the various points that ny
di stingui shed col | eague across the aisle has
made.

Just first of all, for context, in

2019 we passed the dimte Leadership and
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Community Protection Act. It required us to
engage in various processes that are intended to
di m ni sh our inpact on the climte. W're
literally, as of -- in the world systematically
destroying the habitability of the planet we live
on by punping out greenhouse gases. W' ve known
that for a long tinme, and we're starting to
experience the effects of that.

The Cimate Action Council, which
was convened subject to that law, did recomrend
that we do a statew de ban on new buil di ngs
providing -- that burn fossil fuels. And that
council, of course, included representatives of
i ndustry, various professors, various
commi ssioners and experts on energy use. And
agai n, they reconmended that that occur. And in
fact they recommended it occur somewhat --
per haps nore quickly than the bill before us.
That's i nportant because buildings are currently
contributing about 30 percent of our greenhouse
gas eni ssi ons econony-w de.

Now, what that bill does is it says
you can't build new buildings, smaller ones, as
nmy col | eague nentioned, fewer than seven

stories -- seven or fewer stories -- unless they
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are comrercial buildings that are greater than
100, 000 square feet, after 2025. And after 2028,
you can't build any other kinds of buildings
regardl ess of size. Although there are a nunber
of exceptions which we can get into if ny
col | eague woul d Iike.

| would note, though, that to the
extent ny coll eague was citing data from New York
City, this bill basically -- I"'msorry, nuch of
Part RR does not apply to New York City, and
specifically the provisions about all-electric
bui | di ngs do not apply to New York City, because
New York City has its own codes and because
New York City has passed |ocal |aws and
restrictions on electric buildings will be going
into effect pursuant to those laws after this
cal endar year. So this bill does not actually
affect New York City's reliability issues.

To the extent that the current
el ectrical systemis not able to handle --
reasonably able to handle the addition of an
all-electric building in a place where this bil
does apply, there is a clear bright line
exception that says if it's not reasonable, if

the grid can't handle it, it is an exception and
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that buil ding does not have to be all-electric,
even under this provision where it does apply.

SENATCR O MARA: So there is a
safety valve -- excuse ne. Through you
Madam President, if the sponsor will yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: So you' re saying
there is a safety valve that this can be pushed
of f, based on grid reliability?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, it doesn't push off the whole
mandate. But what it says is if the grid is not
reasonably able to handle a particular building
that would require electricity under this |aw,

t hat pursuant to sone provisions that the Public
Servi ce Comm ssion would put forth, that an
exception could be made for that buil ding.

So in case where it's not -- where
the grid is not able to provide for that

buil ding, they won't need to do it all-electric.
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SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: In the case of an
exenption for a particul ar building,
construction, due to insufficient supply in the
grid, will that building be required to convert
down the road once sufficient supply is
avai | abl e?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, no. There are no provisions in
this bill that require buildings to be convert ed.
There are provisions that -- sorry, require
buil dings to be converted. There are provisions
that require that certain buildings be built --
certain kinds of exenptions be built such that
the building is electric-ready even though it's
al l owed to use natural gas under other exceptions
inthis bill.

But if a building were to be built
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usi ng gas service because of the exception about
grid reliability, there's nothing in this bil
that would require it later to becone an
all-electric building.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: So this bill is
going to prohibit the construction of a home with
a natural gas furnace or a propane furnace or a
heating oil furnace, is that correct?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam President, it will -- after the date
specified in this bill, it will prohibit --
again, where | conme from honmes are sonetines
large buildings. |If a building exceeds seven
stories, it will prohibit that after 2028. If it
is a home that does not exceed seven stories, it

will prohibit that after 2025. Again, with sone
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exceptions for particular uses, and nost of those
uses are commerci al .

But there is an exception here for
backup fuel systens, and in that case they m ght
be able to -- they would be able to continue to
have certain backup systens. But for the nobst
part, yes, the routine heating and powering of
honmes and the routine powering of appliances |ike
dryers and stoves woul d be banned in new
bui l dings after the date specified in the bill.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: So will a new
buil ding | ess than seven stories or a
single-famly hone then be able to have a natural
gas hookup for the purposes of a backup
gener at or ?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
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Madam Pr esi dent, yes.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: So regardl ess of
type of structure, they're requiring
all-electric. They're all going to still be able
to have natural gas hookup for backup generation

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, yes. Again, sonmebody woul d have
to decide to construct -- | nean, there are
vari ous ways to make backup power nore
acceptable. Presumably there will be a market
that will determ ne what kind of structures
peopl e want to buy. There are other ways to do
backup, through battery storage or other things.

But the short answer is yes, if
sonmebody wants to construct that and they want to

all ow gas to be for standby power or backup
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power, they can do that under this bill, yes.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: So then basically
it would be left up to the consunmer -- the
buil der, the contractor, or whoever's having the
horme built, the individuals, it will be their
consuner choice as to whether they would like to
be able to hook up natural gas backup generati on,
propane backup generation, battery storage backup
electricity. So that's going to be |eft wi de
open for the individual to determ ne.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, yes.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Have you
undertaken any cal cul ations as to how nuch these
all-electric buildings are going to add to the
cost of construction of a seven-story building or
of a single-fam |y hone?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam President, it will vary very w dely
dependi ng on what kind of building we're talking
about and what ki nd of systens, given that ny
col | eague is tal king about residential as well as
commercial, and there's a very w de range of
conmer ci al .

But as a general matter,
all-electric construction can in some
ci rcunst ances be nore expensive, in sone
circunstances not. And also as a general nmatter
it is cheaper to run these buildings, which goes
into the cost calculation for nost people. And
we think that people who own an all-electric hone
m ght save as nmuch as a thousand dollars a year
on a permanent basis. But, you know, obviously
the cost will depend on the particular costs of
bui l di ng materials and equi prent and ot her things

at various tines.
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But as -- again, as a general
matter, all-electric buildings are being built
all over the world in situations where they're
not mandat ed because they're viewed as nore
efficient and nore cost-effective.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: The nove to
all-electric in all aspects of our society, of
life -- and, you know, let ne just say we're -- |
am not opposed to noving to cleaner and greener
energy. | amconcerned with the pace that we're
doing it and the reliability of the grid.

And the question | have, and that is
we're going to be shifting our peak demand from
t he sumrer nont hs of August, high heat, running
air-conditioners, to the winter -- February, cold

t enperatures, the power goes out, no heat.
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So | think it's going to be
i nperative, until the grid becones reliable, that
everybody have sonme kind of backup generation at
their hone to make up for that. Wuld you agree
with that or not?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. GCenerally speaking, if you're
bui l di ng a nodern structure you ought to be
prepared for energencies, for all Kkinds of
energenci es, including storns that we' ve seen
recently.

The truth is that one of the reasons
we need to be nore prepared for those is because
the effects of climte change are dramatically
i ncreasing. You know, the giant anmounts of
precipitation, the sea |level surge -- all the
things that cause us -- and ny district has been,
you know, thoroughly affected by that in
Lower Manhatt an.

So yes, you should be making sure
that buildings are resilient and that they have
redundancy and backup.

At the sane tine, in order to
address our climate chall enge, we need to do

several things sinmultaneously. W need to
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dramatically and rapidly increase our ability to
create energy through clean neans, which we're
doi ng through of fshore wi nd, through solar. W
need to increase our capacity on battery storage.
We al so need to inprove the reliability of the
network. And we need to stop building structures
that are going to need fossil fuels for 10, 20,
30 years, which is the life cycle of many

bui | di ngs that are being built today.

So this is -- this bill is going to
take effect -- is going to have an effect
gradual |y because there are mllions of

structures and not so many are bei ng added each
day or each year, but over tine we wll have
fewer buildings that rely on burning fossil fuels
on-site and nore that rely on electricity, and
that will allow us to achieve our goals by
changi ng the way we generate electricity.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you, Madam
President, if the Senator will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: You bring up the
aspects of clinmate change and the storns that
have been produced related to clinate change.

New York State only accounts for
0.4 percent of global em ssions. So you can
gquantify for me what benefit we're going to get
in New York by elimnating our 0.4 percent of
gl obal em ssions? What's the benefit going to
be?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, if you are engaging in harnfu
activity in your state, if you are -- by ny
col | eague' s nunbers, you're accounting for
one-hal f of 1 percent of a process that's
systematically destroying the habitability of the
pl anet we live on, it would seemthat you have an
obligation to take action.

And the fact that we have an
obl i gation and other states have an obligation to
take action and the nation has an obligation to
take action and in fact the nations of the world
periodically to get together and nmake conm tnents
to take action, is what is going to save the

habitability of this planet over the next

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3244

decades.

So it is necessary that we take that
action. W are responsible for |ess than
one-hal f of 1 percent of the violent crinme and
the nurders and other things that happen in our
state, but we've just had a | engthy debate about
addressing that. W are engaging in harnfu
activity, we are harmng our own citizens, we're
harm ng the world. And taking steps to address
climate change is essential to -- for us to
address that.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d? The sponsor yi el ds.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

SENATCR O MARA: Woul dn' t our
efforts be better focused in hel pi ng ot her
countries around the world reduce their
em ssions? You know, we still have China and
India, major polluters, that are still building
coal -burning electrical generating facilities.

They' re constructing them now, they're planning
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themin the future. So they're continuing to add
carbon em ssions to the environnment, to the
gl obe, to the earth.

So we elimnate our 0.4 percent,
we're really going to have no effect on gl obal
climate. Wuldn't we be better off solving those
i ssues rather than trying to elimnate our
0.4 percent?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Sorry to
interrupt, but through you, Madam President. A
hal f of 1 percent, alnost half of 1 percent of a
problemthat is destroying the planet is not a
smal | percentage for the 20.3 mllion residents
of this state that has nmany billions of people.

China is the nunber-one producer of
greenhouse gases right now, but that is partly
because it is a country that's substantially
| arger than ours. The United States is anong the
hi ghest per-capita producers of greenhouse gas
em ssions in the world, and New York State, if it
were a country, would be a substantial -size
country and we woul d be doing much nore than our
share of destroying the planet through our
activities here in New York State. The Cimate

Leadership and Community Protection Act is
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i ntended to address that.

Wth respect to getting other
countries to address the problem it is
chal l enging in our world where we have gl obal
conpetition anong, you know, countries at
all levels -- mlitarily, diplomatically and,
yes, economcally. But it is going to be very
hard to get China and India and other countries
that are high polluters -- which are high
polluters like the United States is a high
polluter -- unless we are willing to address our
probl em

The reason the U. S. has nade
progress in the past few years, especially during
the four years when we had a president who
stepped away from sonme of the gl obal agreenents
that were intended to have mutual -- you know,
mutual efforts to address this problem is
because states |like New York and California and
ot her places are taking action.

So we are part of a l|arger gl oba
problem W need to be part of a gl obal
solution. But yes, we should al so encourage
ot her high-polluting countries, that are

hi gh-pol luting in a manner |ike the
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United States, to address the situation. But
agai n, Anericans per capita are doing nore to
cause the problemthan either people in India or
peopl e in China.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: |"msure you're
famliar with the recent Ninth Crcuit Court of
Appeal s decision on the City of Berkeley, where
they held that a natural gas ban there in the
City of Berkeley violates federal law. And
there's | think a TRO on that |aw right now, and
it's pending in the courts.

Way woul d this proposal of
all-electric buildings fare any differently in
court than the City of Berkeley's case?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,

Madam President. Just for -- just for clarity,
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for anybody who's | ooking at home, it was a
Ninth Crcuit opinion. O course opinions of the
Ninth Circuit are not directly binding here in
New York. We're on the Second Crcuit. But --
so there's nothing about that opinion that binds
what we do here.

That being said, it is our judgnent,
havi ng had our counsel review that |aw, having
t he counsel in, you know, the other house and the
executive branch of New York review that
deci sion, that we do not believe that the basis
of that -- it was a preenption decision. They
said what Berkeley did, the particular --
Berkel ey was the very first jurisdiction in the
country to do this kind of thing. Wat they did
was preenpted by a particular federal statute.

W do not believe that this -- what
we' re doing today, which falls in our very broad
purview to set buil ding codes and standards, we
do not believe that this would be preenpted even
if that Ninth Grcuit opinion were upheld. And
of course it is being appeal ed.

SENATCR O MARA: | think that's al
| have on electric buildings for now Thank you,

Senat or Kavanagh.
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| will have a few questions now on
the Cimate Action Fund, if Senator Harckham
woul d yield for some questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
will you yield?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely,
Senat or O Mar a.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Now, you're
setting up in this budget bill a cap on em ssions
in New York State. And then that cap, that |eve
of emi ssions, is going to be auctioned off for
various entities to bid on and build that. And
it's going to be designed to raise a certain
amount of revenue for climate initiatives in
New Yor k.

What is the level -- what is the
dol lar ampunt that is set in this law-- well,
et me back up. Let nme withdraw that.

Under this what I'Il call a
cap-and-tax plan that's going to rai se costs of
anyt hing that's being produced by these
facilities that use natural gas and produce

em ssions, their costs are going to go up
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because they're just going to pass that on to al
the rest of us.

What -- that level is going to be
set by the Departnment of Environnental
Conservation, is that correct?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. What's going to be set through
t he Departnent of Environmental Conservation is
t he budget of carbon that needs to be reduced
that year to neet our goals. And then the
mar ket pl ace will determ ne the val ue of those
credits.

And to address one point the Senator
made about costs and being passed along -- for
i nstance, California has done this. There has
not been a massive increase in costs.

And part of this is on the invest
side, is that 33 percent of the funds that cone
back will go to affordability initiatives. And
there will be a study done by DEC as to what the
nost efficient way and -- and cost-effective way
to get that noney to | ower-income energy
consuners, whether it's rebates or credits or
di rect paynents. That study will be conducted at

the sanme tine.
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SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR HARCKHAM And may | add we
are not setting, Senator, the cap part of the
program That is not being done |egislatively.
The Governor has the right, through law, to do
that and set that up through a regul atory
process. So although we tried in our
one- house -- Senator Parker had great |anguage on
how we can put guardrails and paraneters about
that -- that did not nake its way into the fina
budget .

So the Governor is doing the cap
part in a regulatory fashion, apart fromthe
budget and the | egislative oversight of this
body.

What we do have oversight on is the
fund side. And | think regardl ess of where we

stand on cap-and-invest or the |anguage that was
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in our fund bill, I think all of us as

| egi sl ators believe in the constitutional
authority that we control the purse strings and
shoul d have oversi ght.

So in the Governor's first proposed
budget, all of that noney was unregul ated. She
said 30 percent was going to rebates, and we
didn't know where the rest of it was going. And
| give the Majority Leader and our counsel, Eric
Kat z, and our teama |l ot of great credit for
fighting until the end, and now no noney will be
expended until a plan comes back to this
Legi sl ature.

So all of the noney will be on-book,
it will be subject to the oversight and purview
of this body and our coll eagues down the hall.
And | think that was a great victory both for the
peopl e of New York and for |egislative oversight.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: So this
Legislature is once again, as it did with the
CLCPA creating the Cimate Action Council to do
the real work and nake the decisions -- now we're
| eaving this cap anount, passing the buck to the
Depart ment of Environnmental Conservation to say
what the cap on enmi ssions is going to be.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, we are not passing the buck.

The Governor always had the statutory authority

to do this.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Now we' re creating
this Cimte Action Fund, and the noney that's

going to conme fromthe auction of these capped
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em ssions -- these funds are going to go to
people in New York, | guess presunably of | ower
income, to help offset the costs of the increases
that's going to be created by these climte
action initiatives. |Is that correct?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, 33 percent of the funds right
now, as outlined, are designhated to go to help
| ower -i ncome ratepayers to offset any costs.

The other 67 percent will be going
to clean energy initiatives, efforts in
di sadvant aged conmuni ti es.

But again, no noney will be expended
until the Governor conmes back to this body in
next year's budget. And that gives, also, us
opportunity. W have | anguage on very
specifically how that noney shoul d be spent that
a nunber of us have col |l aborated on. But again,
no noney will be expended.

One of the other things in the fund
bill that came directly from our one-house is we
spent a great deal of time working with our
partners in |abor on |abor | anguage for all of
t hese projects. And also on the worker

transition side, which is incredibly inportant.
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As fol ks know -- 1've spoken on the
fl oor about this before -- | represent
I ndi an Point. And when the Indian Point power
pl ants were cl osed several years ago, New York
was not prepared to help those workers. New York
| don't believe adequately hel ped those workers.

So when we tal k about a just
transition, the transition of workers and their
skills, and to retirenent, has really got to be
critical to the efforts that we do. And | wll
say the Governor took 90 percent of our | abor
protection | anguage, and that's in the bill. And
that's somet hing we should be proud of.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: In fact, that just
transition fund that you tal ked about is actually

antici pating covering the wages and i ncone of
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di spl aced workers as a result of these climte
initiatives, to cover their wages and i ncone for
up to three years, isn't that correct?

SENATOR HARCKHAM (Conferring.)
Through you, Madam President, we're checking on
t he actual | anguage.

But there needs to be a transition
plan. Gbviously part of that is a bridge to
retirement, which is crucial for workers who may
have just two or three years to go unti
retirement and can't be retrained on -- in a new
skill. A lot of this is about new training.

Yes, there is | anguage about
paynents of wages. W're getting -- we'll try
and get you that exact |anguage.

But this is about taking care of the
wor kers who m ght be di splaced, as you nenti oned.
But let's not |ose sight of the fact that this is
al so going to create 130,000 good- payi ng uni on
jobs in New York as we transition to the cl ean
energy econony. So yes, there will be |aborers
di spl aced, and that's what this | abor |anguage is
focused on, hel ping those workers.

But we need to renenber that by

nmoving to a cl eaner, greener econony, we're going
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to be creating 100,000 new hi gh-payi ng | abor
j obs.

SENATOR O MARA: Thr ough you, Madam
President, if the Senator will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senat or Har ckham
|"msure you're famliar with the disclosures
that our state energy czars, DEC Comm ssi oner
Basi| Seggos and NYSERDA President Doreen Harris,
came out with on April 3rd in an op-ed and then
followed up with an interview on Capitol Tonight
wi th Susan Arbetter. And they said that the
nmetric that's being utilized here on how ruch
em ssions need to be reduced is being utilized by
only one other governnental entity in the world,
and it's not an internationally accepted netric.

And t hat based on that netric, they
said this climate initiative is going to increase
costs, extraordinary costs, raising the cost of

gasoline by 62 cents a gallon and raising home
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heating fuel by up to 80 percent for homeowners
and bui | di ngs.

What do you have to respond to those
extra -- are those costs going to be covered with
this Cimate Action fund for everybody?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, | have a great deal of respect
for the conm ssioner and for the president of
NYSERDA. It was really an odd statenment for them
to make, seeing as how they worked on the plan
and they were central to the accounting that we
are using.

Nunber two, they never showed --
after repeated requests, the admnistration never
gave us the backup information so we could
understand those cal cul ations. They just cane
out with costs.

And three, they retracted that. The
Governor, after a week of massive outcry,
retracted that. And the reason there's massive
outcry was because we as a state spent three
years identifying that methane was the nost
pressing driver of climate change, and if we were
to meet our climte goals in the short termwe

needed to focus on nethane, which primarily cones
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from natural gas.

The accounting standard used in the
rest of the world is a 30-year-old accounting
standard. It cones fromthe Kyoto Accords
30 years ago. And so the science has advanced.
Back then, it was all about carbon.

And | give credit to the -- all the
fol ks who worked on the scoping plan and the
Climate Action Council for identifying methane
and this new accounting. And because this is the
proper accounting, Maryland just adopted this
standard. So other states will follow

But until we see the analysis on the
cost, you know, we did not believe what they were
saying. And they never provided the cost. And
they later retracted it.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM | do yield.

And | would like to add --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

Senat or vyi el ds.
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SENATOR HARCKHAM -- that those --
many of those costs will be covered, because
that's why the 33 percent is there, is to help
cover any increased costs.

| do yield, Madam President.

SENATOR O MARA: You know, you said
it was odd that Conm ssioner Seggos and
President Harris came out with that proclamation
that, you know, there's only one other governnent
anywhere in the world following this nmetric. And
they both said in the interview on TV that yes,
they want this to work. This is their baby, is
what they said.

Way woul d they cone out hal f-cocked
on sonet hing, not knowi ng this was going to
drastically drive up costs, and say it's going to
be 62 cents a gallon and an 80 percent increase
in heating fuels? That, to nme, rings to have a
ot of truth and veracity to it to their concerns
over where we're headed in this state with this
pr oposal .

Does that not concern you?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam President, the costs associated with this

are a concern, which is why 33 percent of all of
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t he proceeds of the cap-and-invest programw ||
go to reducing costs. In our one-house budget we
had a very detail ed plan on addressing costs, and
we Wi ll pursue that plan |egislatively.

| would not presune to wonder why
two of the Governor's appoi ntees cane out with
certain statements. But again, the reason
New York settled on the 20-year accounting versus
t he 100-year accounting is that's a 30-year-old
system and the science has advanced. And the
science tells us that nmethane is the imedi ate
probl em because it's 80 tinmes nore potent than
carbon in ternms of heating the econony.

And that's why New York is a |eader
on this effort. That's why Maryland is foll ow ng
us. And that's why others will follow suit as
well. Because if we want to address climate
change in the short term we need to focus on
nmet hane, and that's what the science tells us.
And that's what the Cimate Action Council did;
they followed the science.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: It was also in
that interview-- or not in the interview, but in
t he actual op-ed that Seggos and Harris penned in
USA Today on April 3rd that there was no cost
anal ysis conpleted in the CLCPA and the Cimte
Action Council plan.

Now, you're tal king here today about
concerns of increased costs that we don't know
what they are because, as they admtted, no cost
anal ysis was done. And we've been screamn ng
about that for five years now.

How can we be proceeding with a plan
that we don't know what the costs are going to
be?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam President, we will know what the costs are
when the auction for carbon is put together.

That -- the marketplace will deternm ne the cost.

But | woul d suggest,

Madam President, in this body we work on budgets
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and bills. W don't work off of op-eds that were
directed by the Governor's office. W had a bil
fromthe Governor, we had our own bill, our own
one- house, and that's what we negoti ate.

And so | appreciate the Senator's
reference to an op-ed that was witten by two
government appoi ntees, but that's not what we
deal with in this chanber. W deal with the
Governor's budget, our one-house budget, and we
negotiate fromthere.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: So you're just
di sregarding this op-ed that Seggos and Harris
put out? You disbelieve what they' re saying and
what they're saying about these extraordinary
costs are going to be?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, the Governor dropped that
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short-lived plan -- it wasn't even a plan, it was
an op-ed which they | ater stepped back from

So we are very concerned about
costs. I've said that | think three or four
times today. The costs will be dealt with. As
of now, a third of the funds are earmarked to
hel p energy payers with costs. And as we said
before, nothing will be done on the expenditure
side without the Governor comng to this body
next year in the budget.

We are very concerned about costs,
which is why we also, as | said earlier, had a
very detailed plan in our one-house budget. So
if our colleagues on the other side of the aisle
wer e concerned about costs, | would have hoped
t hey woul d have supported our proposal in the
one- house budget because it was very detail ed at
addr essi ng costs.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

On the bill, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
O Mara on the bill.

SENATOR O MARA: You know, in ny

opinion -- and joined by nany others across the
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state -- we are haphazardly and reckl essly
proceedi ng down this path of ful
electrification. Wthout know ng what the costs

are going to be, wthout know ng what the

capacity of generation in New York is going to be

and whether we're going to be able to reliably
neet those demands with full electric.

And why are we doing it? And we
bel i eve that we should be doing it and we shoul d
be noving. And New York State has been a | eader
in cleaning up the environnment, and we should
continue to be a | eader, and we advocate for
that. But we advocate that it be done in a
responsi bl e, reliable, and affordabl e manner.

These plans really have no
feasibility. There's been no cost anal ysis,
whi ch should be the first thing we had done
before setting down this path. And as | said,
New York State accounts for only 0.4 percent of
gl obal em ssions. W get to zero, New York
State's changes are going to have zero inpact on
climate change. That's what the benefit's going
to be, zero.

Despite these unknown costs which

are estimated at a m ni mrumof $300 billion. And
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we know everything we've seen so far in regards
to these plans has run over tine, over budget,
and have proven to be unreliable.

W' ve been a | eader in New York. W
consune |l ess total energy per capita in New York
than all but two other states. This is
information fromthe U S. Energy Information
Agency. New York State's per-capita energy
consunption for the transportation sector is the
| onest in the nation. W are |eading, New York
State is a | eader, and we should continue to | ead
and take strides that are feasible, that are
reliable, that are affordable.

In 2020 -- and | back up a coupl e of
years -- New York State's per-capita
energy-rel ated carbon di oxi de em ssions were
| oner than those of any other state. Wy do |
use 2020? Because in 2021, based on the
initiatives of the majorities in the Legislature
and the Governor at the tinme, I|ndian Point
Nucl ear Facility was cl osed down, a major
el ectric supplier to New York City.

Si nce the cl ose-down of
| ndi an Point, energy-related carbon em ssions in

New York State have increased -- and there's
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varying views on this -- sonmewhere between 24 and
35 percent increase in em ssions of carbon

di oxide. Wiich is just a glaring exanple of how
proceedi ng down this path not knowi ng what it's
going to cost, not know ng how we're going to
produce our energy, the electricity to provide
it, howreliable it's going to be, and how
affordable it's going to be.

And it's not going to be affordable,
it's not going to be reliable unless we go about
this in a nmuch nore diligent approach based on
avai |l abl e technol ogy and sonething that will be
feasible and that will work down the road.

Grave concerns over what's going to
happen when we get to February and there's no
electricity. People aren't just going to be like
they are in August when the power goes out, hot
and unconfortable. They're going to be freezing
to death in their homes because this grid is not
going to support the denmands at the pace that
we' re proceedi ng.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senat or Mattera.
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SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Wuld the sponsor please yield
to a couple of questions, please, on obviously
el ectrifying of new buil dings.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
will you yield?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MATTERA: You know, all |
really have to say, Senator, is ditto to ny

col | eague for everything that he asked you. But

you know what, | still didn't get certain answers
that -- so it may be redundant because the
guestions really weren't answered, | don't feel.

You know, being the ranker on Energy
with our chairman, Senator Parker, we've had sone
good hearings and sonme good conversations. But |
still don't know, do you feel that the current
state of the electrical grid in New York State
will be able to handle the pressure | oad that
this lawis going to put on all of New Yorkers
and our grid, with our utilities? D d anybody go

to all the utilities in New York State and sit
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t hem down and say, Can this happen with this bil
that is comng forward today?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam President, we'll try to answer the
guestions to the satisfaction of my coll eague
this time around.

Yeah, we have had conversations with
utilities. Again, | would note that the dinate
Council had participation by natural gas
conpani es, people in business.

But also |'ve had direct opportunity
over the last two years, since | originally
introduced this bill in 2021, to discuss it with
Con Edi son and National Gid, which are big
utilities here. And Con Edi son ceased opposing
this bill -- you know, | think it was in early
2022. And National Gid also withdrew their
opposition to this bill.

It is the case that we need to work
hard to make our grid reliable for all kinds of
reasons. There's already -- we already have
bl ackouts and brownouts sonetines. W had -- we
have had worse storms and worse pressure on the
grid as a result of that. If your home is being

heat ed by natural gas but your boiler doesn't
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work if the electricity's not running, it doesn't
hel p you so much

So we do need to increase
reliability all over the state. But what this
bill will do is begin to add additi onal
bui | di ngs, begi nning al nost three years from now,
gradually -- because we don't build buildings
very rapidly. And so to the extent that we have
a need to increase reliability, we have that need
al ready and we're working on that in other
foruns.

But it is also critical that we
cease to build buildings that require us to burn
gas and oil on-site in the buildings to power the
buildings. [It's just an -- it's an essenti al
goal that we need to neet.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yield for another question, a couple nore
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR NMATTERA: So with the
infrastructure of the grid having to be upgraded
to handl e the new | oad, who is paying for this?
New Yorkers need to know. | need to know. W
constituents need to know. Who is paying? |
still can never get an answer, who is going to be
paying for this? 1Is it going to be the
ratepayers? 1Is it going to be the State of
New York fromthe ratepayers? Are we going to be
getting noney fromthe federal government, which
| don't feel that we should rely on that because
| don't even know if they have any noney for
t hi s.

But that's the question | have,
Senat or .

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, the federal Congress in the |ast
coupl e of years has taken sonme truly historic and
enornmous actions to provide funding for places
i ke New York that want to enbrace this to nmake
the transition we need to do. The Inflation
Reducti on Act and sone other things really do
have enornous anmounts of fundi ng.

But the thing to keep in m nd about
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this is, first of all, no one's going to be
living in one of these buildings unless they
choose to, they're going to go there. And people
who live in those buildings are likely to see a
reducti on on an ongoi ng basis to their costs.

The cost of the electrical grid
because we deregul ated many years ago i s borne by
rat epayers. W al so have various provisions that
are intended to prevent people from-- who can't
afford the costs of those, even in existing |aw,
to make sure that they are not, you know -- that
that's not made unaffordable to them

But we al so, as ny col | eague was
speaki ng about before, have very |arge amounts of
noney that are going to conme from sone ot her
provisions in this budget and fromthe federal
government, and the goal is to make this
transition and nake sure it's affordable for
everybody. But it is a transition that we
absol utely need to make.

SENATOR MATTERA: So pretty much
we're saying that the ratepayers will be paying
for this.

Through you, Madam President, would

t he sponsor continue to yield, please.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does t he
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, |I'm saying both that the
rat epayers will continue, as they do now, to pay
for their utilities, and that they will save

noney if they're living in one of these
bui | di ngs, because it is cheaper to live in an
all-electric building than it is tolivein a
buil ding that is powered by gas and oil,
especially a building that has both gas service
and electricity service, which nost buildings
have.

So the net effect of this bill, to
t hose who are | ucky enough to live in an
all-electric building -- where, by the way, their
air quality and their health will al so be
better -- is a significant net positive. And I'd
be very happy to live in one of these buildings
nmysel f for those reasons.

But econony-w de, systemw de, there
are going to be sone transitions, and we are
commtted to making sure that we cover those
costs in an equitable way.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Do you
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yi el d, Senator?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MATTERA: The Cover nor
proposed a new way to cal cul ate greenhouse
em ssions, noving froma 20-year cycle to a
100-year cycle, putting New York in line with the
federal governnment and in line with other states.

s there a provision in this budget
for that?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, ny coll eague did have a bit of
this discussion, and it's not directly on the
Al -Electric Building Act.

But no, the -- that change in
accounting standards is not, to ny know edge,
refl ected anywhere in this budget.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: So, Senat or
Kavanagh, are you aware that the Governor said
change in the accounting would save New Yorkers
25 cents on a gallon of gas and $250 per year on
natural gas? New York residents need to make
sure that there's a savings. And to sit there
and say that electrification with buildings is
going to save noney, | would | ove to know where
you got that survey from

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam President, I'mnot quite sure there was a
guestion there, but I will try to address the
corment. Wiich is to say that, you know, the
Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act
was wor ked out very carefully over extensive
negoti ations with an enornous range of parties.
The dimate Action Council spent several years
figuring out to how to inplenent that.

You don't save noney by a sinple
accounting change. W need to ensure that we
have provisions that are going to achieve the
goal of dimnishing our inpact on climte while

doing it nost efficiently.
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| and nmany ot hers thought that a
proposal a few days before the budget was due to
drastically change how we're accounting for the
Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act
was not something we should take so
preci pitously. There was no -- there was not hing
in the Executive Budget proposal about that.
There was nothing in the one-house resol ution of
ei t her house on that.

If it is appropriate to consider
di fferent ways of accounting for our inpact on
climate, our inpact by the very high inpact
short-term gases that my col |l eague Senat or
Har ckham spoke about, and our inpact based on
carbon di oxi de and ot her sl ower-acting greenhouse
gases, that m ght be a discussion that we can
have. But again, changing in the budget process
an accounting standard that will fundanentally
alter basically all of our goals and their inpact

did not seemto be sonething that we should do at

the -- as a last-m nute proposal in this budget.
But I'"'msure we'll continue to have conversati ons
about that.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you,

Senat or.
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Through you, Madam Presi dent, would
t he sponsor continue to yield, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MATTERA: Senat or Par ker,
SO -- excuse me, Senator Kavanagh. So we have
seven stories and under by 2026. So we have
m xed-use on Long Island. And just to give you a
heads up, our grid at peak nonths is running |ess
than 1 percent in our grid capacity. That's how
bad it's antiquated, our grid on Long Island. To
get to this goal is going to be sonething that's
going to be I don't think feasible.

But ny question to you is the retai
stores -- down bel ow, we have restaurants. So
that restaurant, the chef could be there cooking,
of course, because restaurants are exenpt from
this. But the apartnents above, the other
stories we have above, we have then all-electric
stoves. So that chef that's cooki ng down bel ow,

wants to have an apartnent upstairs, is not going
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to be able to go upstairs to go cook.

So everybody to cook with natural
gas. What is the reasoning why that chef could
go in the restaurant and cook but then he can't
even go upstairs in his apartnment to go cook
because we're banning natural gas with stoves?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | do want to clarify, since
there's been a |ot of talk about stoves: W are
not banning natural gas in stoves to the extent
they are in existing buildings. | just think
it's inmportant because there's been a | ot of
m si nformati on about that floating around out
t here.

We are saying that new buil di ngs
can't be set up to be powered by gas stoves or
ot her gas-burni ng equi pnent unl ess they neet one
of the specific exceptions. One of the specific
exceptions, as ny coll eague nentions, is
commerci al food establishnents. And to the
extent that gas is necessary for the cooking in
that function, if it's an exception in this, then
you can continue to install gas-burning
appl i ances for that purpose.

And the reason for that is that
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there is a particular need in a restaurant to
prepare food rapidly, to engage in a w de range
of cooki ng processes, and very high volune. And
so far it is believed by the restaurant industry
that it is necessary at this nonment to continue
to use gas for that purpose.

|f a restaurateur wants to have, you
know, dozens of people having nmeals in his dining
roomin and out all night, | suppose you m ght
simlarly have that need. But again, that
restaurateur, under this bill, would be free to
live in the mllions of apartnents that currently
have gas stoves for the foreseeable future. They
just would not be able to live in a brand-new
building that's being built on Long Island with a
restaurant on the ground floor. |'mnot sure who
really wants to live upstairs fromtheir work,
but if that were their choice, it is true that
t hey would not be able to also install a
gas-burning stove in a residence that is built
brand- new subsequent to the effective date of
this bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Just to inform
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t he nenbers, because | know many of them are
aski ng, we have agreed on this bill, because it
has so nuch substance in it, to go beyond the
normal two hours. So there will be three hours
of debate on this bill, which gives us a little
| ess than one nore hour to go.

Thank you.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Senator Kavanagh, so you're
saying that in other words --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Are you
asking the Senator to yield?

SENATOR MATTERA: Yes, |'msorry.
Senat or - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Kavanagh, do you yi el d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: So you' re saying
a gain that, in other words, it's okay for that
chef in the sane building that's being built,
could go and cook but then he has an apartnent

above -- because that's what we have on
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Long | sl and, we have our m xed-use. You're
saying that in other words all those apartnents
and people that cook with natural gas, so he
coul d cook down bel ow but he cannot go upstairs
and cook also for his neal.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam President, this bill has a variety of
exceptions for uses that we concluded still are
feasible that are -- mght be infeasible wthout
nat ur al - gas- power ed appliances. Restaurants
often use nuch | arger equi pnent that burns gas.

We al so are making simlar
exceptions for car washes, for |laundromats, for
| aboratories, for manufacturing facilities, for
nmedi cal facilities, for crematori a.

The decision we made in this bill,
it isintended to minimze the ability for people
to create new structures that are powered by
natural gas. It is -- |'ve experienced, as many
of us have experienced this, being in homes and
home kitchens that work extrenely well w thout
burni ng natural gas. The restaurant industry and
ot hers have asserted that some restaurants woul d
be difficult to run without natural gas, so we're

maki ng t hat exception in a building that needs --
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where that use is going to be permtted, and we
are maki ng the exception to the extent it's
necessary to provide for that use.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: Senat or Kavanagh,
have you had any conversations with devel opers
about new hones and what they feel? Because --
and about conmercial buildings, 100,000 square
feet and under, are devel opers concerned about
this bill?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam President, as the chair of the Conmttee on
Housi ng, Construction and Conmunity Devel opnent,
| talk to devel opers and builders and others in
the industry all the tine. And yes, |'ve had
many, nany conversations over nore than two years

of sponsoring this bill. And | believe that nost
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of the people |I've tal ked to have acknow edged
that it is not just possible but perfectly
feasible to build the kinds of structures that
woul d be required by this bill.

And |'ve had the opportunity to be
in high-rise buildings that are all-electric in
other cities, and we're building some of those in
New York already. And yes, | think that --

have no reason, based on ny conversations wth

devel opers and others, to think that this bill is
not very confortably and easily -- easy to conply
with.

| would note | ast year that the
commi ssi oner of Housing testified that there's
nothing in her portfolio that she believes could
not have been constructed all-electric by | ast
year.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR NMATTERA: So |'ve had
numer ous conversations with a lot of --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Hol d on,
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Senator. Hold on.

WI1l the sponsor yield?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: | am so sorry.

| ve had nunerous conversations with
devel opers, especially on Long Island. Have you
had any conversations with people besides the
City of New York? Because New York already has
this bill. Have you been upstate to upstate
New York? Have you been to Long I sl and?

| would | ove you to cone to Long
| sl and, and to be honest with you, | would
| ove -- did you speak to organizations |ike Libby
about this?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | would -- as ny coll eague
notes, this bill does not apply in New York City
because New York City already has provisions |ike
this that are going to go into effect at the end
of this year. This bill, of course, doesn't go
into effect for al nbst three years.

But yes, I've talked with -- ['ve
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been to Long Island. | actually tried to join ny
col | eague at an event he was sponsoring -- he's
sponsoring | believe in a few days i n Brookhaven.

| have tal ked with organi zations
fromaround the state. |1've talked with
i ndi vi dual devel opers who work in Long |Island and
West chester and upstate. |'ve talked with
i ndi vidual builders. |'ve talked with the
St at ewi de Associ ation of Builders. And again,
|"ve also talked with the utilities that provide
power for buildings in these places. And it is
ny assessnent, after extensive conversations over
a long period, that this is quite feasible and
that, you know, the benefits of this will accrue
over tinmne.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Wuld the sponsor yield for one
nore question, and then I would like to go on the
bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR MATTERA: Ckay. You know,
| belong -- actually I'ma very proud nmenber of
t he Plunbers United Association -- the United
Associ ation of Plunbers and Pipefitters. Very,
very proud to go to the apprenticeship program
Very proud to be a foreman, very proud to, you
know, work and work very hard. Do you realize
that 25 percent of the project is natural gas on
our projects?

And what's happening here is the
tradespeople that -- in the plunbing, not just
t he plunmbi ng contractors, union and nonunion --
do you realize how much work is going to be | ost
fromthen? | would |like to know what are we
doing to protect these workers?

You know, and the last thing | want
to hear is nake them beconme electricians. Are
we -- do we have any ot her source or anything
that is going to be helping the people that are
going to be losing jobs? Because we always talk
about jobs. Very inportant.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam President. First of all, I'maware of ny
col | eague's experience in this area. | have a

great respect for his work as a person, you know,
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with these skills.

And | would say that there are
functions in our society that over time are going
to change as a result of the changi ng nature of

t he econony, the changing nature of jobs.

But there are going -- for jobs that
are lost, there will be many other jobs that are
added. In this case, this very sane Part RR of
this bill has separate perspectives fromthe

all-electric building provisions that require a
very extensive study of how to decarboni ze our
state facilities. And that -- those provisions
i ncl ude an enphasis on thernmal energy. Thernal
energy is a type of technology that is clean and
green and doesn't burn carbon, but does require
sonme of the same kinds of skills and sone of the
same kinds of work that hooking up buildings to
natural gas require.

And again, we've had conversations
wi th various representatives of |abor about this,
and general ly speaking we've gotten a positive
response to that.

"' m not saying that the kind of
transition that we're going to have to do is

going to be perfectly snooth or easy for

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3288

everybody. But we are conmitted to naking sure

t hat people have -- continue to have good worKk.
The provisions | just nmentioned have very strong
| abor standards to ensure that people will be

pai d good wages. We're going to continue to nake
sure this transition is done effectively.

But we can't continue burning
natural gas and oil in ways that are destructive
to the planet in order to -- we can't continue
that activity indefinitely. W need to do the
transition, and we need to do it in a way that is
just and fair to everyone. And that's the intent
here.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you,

Senat or Kavanagh.

On the bill. | was hoping that --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mattera on the bill.

SENATOR MATTERA: | was hopi ng that
Senat or Kavanagh was going to say that in other
words |I'm | ooking for other renewabl e energy such
as green hydrogen. That will help the workers
that are going to be losing their jobs.

But you know, | feel that ny

constituents in ny district are not being treated
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properly with this mandate, especially banning of
natural gas fuel, especially clean-burning
nat ural gas.

New Yorkers need to know who is
paying for this, and New Yorkers -- | want to |et
everybody know right now, you are going to be
paying for this. And it's going to be trillions
of dollars. That's what's going to be the cost
factor. Especially with wind and sol ar and our
battery storage facilities. Not billions,
trillions.

You know, as an el ected official,
|"ve always said, you know, it's always sonething
that you make sure that with our environnment, to
protect our environment, | -- with the sewage
treatment plants, we nade sure on Long Island
that we're doi ng whatever we can do possible to
put infrastructure first. Then we could go and
build. And that's very, very inportant. And
something like this is, again, the cart before
t he horse.

| am not happy, in other words, that
we're sitting here and saying that the grid is
okay. W spoke to the utilities, and the

utilities say it's not going to be a problem
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That's not the truth here. The factor is in 2026
and by 2029, guess what, all New Yorkers won't be
able to purchase a gas stove, dryer, or a boiler.
And guess what they're going to be doing to

repl ace? They'll be going to other states. And,
guess what, the surrounding states will have
appl i ance stores and pl unbing supply stores so
people will be going across, so | guess we'll be
nmonitoring that so people aren't going to
purchase to repl ace.

You know, again, we have on this
bill also with our bail reform It didn't work
the first time, it didn't work the second tine.

It was supposed to be the third tinme the charm
This is the fourth tine. And it's still not

wor king. W need to repeal bail reform W need
to make sure we get the proper people to the
table -- the district attorneys. W need to get
our judges and our PBAs to come up with a correct
bail reform

This is just another Band-Aid fix.
That's like nme -- you know, everybody knows |'m
in the plunbing business. That's |ike me going
to sonmeone's hone and sayi ng, guess what, | can

fix your pipes with no tools. W took the tools
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away fromour |aw enforcenent. That's what we
did here. And you know what? The constituents
that | represent are frightened.

And when | ran for office we said
what we were going to do was work hard to nmake
sure we were going to work together to guess
what, to make people safer. This did not do the
job. To go into the school budget, this -- this
is terrible. GQGuess what, there's certain things
that you like to vote on, but nost of this stuff
here in this bill you cannot vote on.

And Madam President, | will be
voting no today and | hope all ny coll eagues
follow. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senator Martins.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

Madam President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Martins on the bill.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: You know,

Madam Presi dent, | believe very strongly that we
don't inherit the land fromour parents. W

borrow it fromour children. And so we have a
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responsibility to nake sure that we do the right
thing when it conmes to the environnent. | think
we all agree on that.

This nove to renewabl e energy and to
a lower, smaller carbon footprint didn't just
start over the last couple of years. It's been
sonmet hing that we' ve been working on as a state
goi ng back probably for decades. Wether it's
of fshore wind, whether it's hydro, whether it's
solar farms, it's a commtnent that we've had a
as a state. And | think the facts speak for
t hensel ves that our carbon footprint has actually
been reduced over the years.

| also believe that we don't have a
force field around our great state that protects
us fromthose other states around us that nay not
necessarily be as conscientious as we are. That
if they're going to burn oil and coal and ot her
fossil fuels in their states, that those are
com ng over to our state as well. And so we
don't live in a bubble, but we also have to live
understanding that there are other inpacts that
will inpact our state as well.

| have serious concerns about the

electrification and the nove to electrification
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that is being mandated not only by this bill but

other policies in this state.

You know, Madam President, | live on
an island. M island that | live on has, if you
i ncl ude Brooklyn and Queens, has 8 mllion

people. Include Nassau and Suffol k County, it's
3 mllion people. W get our energy, typically
our electricity, fromoverhead wires. They're
strung al ong poles along the street. And, you
know, we're jutting out into the mddle of the
Atlantic, so every once in a while we get hit
with a Nor'easter or with a hurricane. And when
those winds hit, those trees cone down, those
power |ines get broken, and we end up wi thout
power .

That happens all too often. And it
goes back to our original point: Do we al
understand that we are in a crisis and that we do
have to do sonething about it, but we have to be
practical about it. Because our first priority
as elected officials has to be do no harm
Protect our constituents.

So |I'mconcerned. |'m concerned
that as we nove from natural gas and ot her heat

sources and power sources to purely electric,
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that we have a systemand a grid that is not
capabl e of handling that additional | oad.

Sonme peopl e forget that when Sandy
hit, it was late Cctober in 2012. Sone people
forget we had about six inches of snow with that
storm It wasn't just a windstorm it was a
wi nter Nor'easter.

There's those of us who went weeks
wi t hout power, Madam President. And if it wasn't
for the fact that we had access to natural gas to
heat our hones, | think nore and nore people
woul d have perhaps died or there woul d have been
far greater tragedy.

So |''m concerned about this nove
wi t hout ensuring that we have the capacity to
actual ly handl e the | oad.

Now, we don't live in buildings in
my community -- we do have sone, around our train
stations, sone rmultifam |y housing. But
predom nantly we have single or two-fam |y hones.
And t hose single and two-fam |y homes, 40 by 100,
50 by 100 lots, we don't have generators. W
don't have backup. W have hones and we have
connections to our electrical grid and we have

some power source to heat our hones, whether it's
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el ectric, whether it's oil, whether it's gas.

My concern is | don't know and |'m
being told from people who operate the el ectrical
systemon Long Island that they don't have the
capacity for this, for this change. That they
haven't devel oped that capacity yet, and it's not
there. And so when that stormhits and those
wi res cone down and people are without
el ectricity and they can no |onger heat their
honmes, people are going to be inpact ed.

And yes, as ny coll eague
Senator O Mara said before, people will die.
That's a fact, and we've got to deal with that.
In our rush to reach a certain end, we're going
and getting there before we actually have the
ability and capacity to get there.

And | think we all agree that that's
the goal. W want to get there. Qur concern is,
Madam Presi dent, does it put people at risk? And
| believe this does.

So with that, | would ask the
sponsor if he would yield for a couple of
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Kavanagh, do you yi el d?
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SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: | m ssed the
call to yield there, but thank you

SENATOR MARTI NS: Senat or, |
appreciate it. Madam President, through you.

Those being ny concerns, as | just
stated, you know, as we transition to a grid that
is going to now be not only |oaded in the sumer
but also in the winter -- sunmer to cool, w nter
to heat -- without the guarantee that there is
going to be capacity to be able to address that,
what do we tell our constituents with regard to
reliability when they want that alternative fue
source in order to heat their homes in the wnter
and they don't have access to natural gas?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam President. First of all, you tell them
that if they live in an existing hone and they
Iike their arrangenent, there's nothing about the
| egislation we're passing today that is going to
alter that in any way.

You -- secondly, you would tell them

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3297

that if they are choosing to buy a new hone, they
shoul d assess whether that honme is properly
resilient for the tines we're in. And that they
shoul d do that now if they're purchasing a hone
that's ostensibly going to be powered by gas and
oil, and they should do that if they' re choosing
an all-electric home now or after this bill goes

into effect.

And you should also -- we would want
totell themthat this bill does allow people to
continue to build structures that -- where

natural gas is available for backup or standby
power .

And | astly you tell themthat we
fortunately live in a state that is taking very
aggressive action to increase our capacity to
generate electricity, nost notably off the shore
of Long Island, where we're doing enornous
anounts of offshore wind, 6 gigawatts of new
of fshore wind capacity is com ng online.

That we're doing -- we're already
t aki ng enornmous steps to increase our ability to
transmt that both from offshore, on-shore, and
i ncrease on-shore transm ssion. And that, over

time, we are making the grid nore reliable, not
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|l ess. And that people who currently have
reliability problens, which we know they do, wll
benefit fromthose investnents, and we need to
continue to nake those investnents.

And yes, burying power |lines would
be a good idea regardl ess of whether we require
buil dings to be all-electric starting three years
from now or not.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: | appreciate

that. You know, | guess if -- and | don't want
to put words in the sponsor's nouth,
Madam Presi dent. But, you know, essentially if
someone's going to buy a new honme or if there's
going to be a nultifam |y building of |ess than
100, 000 square feet or less than seven stories

built in one of our downtowns, that they better
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have a few extra bucks in their pocket to put in
a generator in order to make sure that they're
okay, because otherwi se they can't rely on the
power that is being supplied to them Not only
because the capacity of the grid isn't there, but
al so because of the fragility and the
infrastructure that we have in place that

provi des electricity over overhead |ines.

And | don't want to put words in his
nmout h, but is that what you're saying?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, no.

Through you, Madam President, there
are many -- first of all, I would just rem nd ny
col | eague that this only applies to new buil di ngs
t hat woul d be built based on new codes that would
be witten in response to this law. That those
codes will be witten by the same peopl e that
wite our current codes, to create buildings that
are safe and reliable and good places to live.

And that there are a variety of ways
to make a hone resilient, there are a variety of
ways to do backup. There are battery storage
systens. There's solar, which works even when

grids are down. And there's an ability in this
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bill to the person choosing to nove into that
home could be quite aware that there is natura
gas avail able as a backup in that hone even after
this takes effect.

So -- and sonebody who is worried
about resiliency and the reliability of our
systens should be worried about that. W need to
do upgrades on that.

And just one nore thing again.

W' ve tal ked about this a couple of tinmes today.
But if a building were not able to be built in a
way where the grid is reasonably reliable, in
that circunstance this bill would permt a
non-all-electric building to be built in that
circunstance even after these dates take effect.
There's a broad exception if it is unreasonable
in a particular context because the grid is not
sufficiently reliable in that place.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
if the sponsor would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: You know, on that
point -- and | appreciate you bringing that up.
The concern | have, Madam President, is that the
grid itself doesn't have a bright |ine indicating
when it's at capacity or not at capacity,
dependi ng on any nunber of factors, including
t enperature, usage, peak capacity and the like.

And wi t hout knowi ng where that is,
how woul d we or how woul d soneone determ ne
whet her or not there is a reasonabl e application
for an exenption under these circunstances?
Because | did read in the bill that there was a
mechanismto go to the PSC -- we can tal k about
what that nmeans on Long |sland, where the PSC
doesn't have jurisdiction other than through DPS.

But since there isn't a bright |ine,
how i s that determ nation going to be nade?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Agai n t hrough
you, Madam President, the bill says that if it is
not reasonably -- if the grid is not reasonably
avai lable to provide all-electric, that -- and
PSC wi || set the standard of reasonable over the
next -- presumably over the next three years.

But the codes will be rewitten, PSC will have a
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reasonabl eness standard. And if you are trying
to -- again, the person constructing the hone
woul d be making this choice. |If they believe
it's not reasonably available in that case, they
woul d apply and they woul d get the exenption and
they would be allowed to build a gas- or

oi | -burning structure in that circunstance.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, if the sponsor would just yield
for one | ast question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH:  Happi l vy,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: You know, woul d
you agree that the capacity of the grid wll
change significantly between peak use and
non- peak usages, peak usages being in those tines
when either it's extrenely hot or extrenely cold,
and making it difficult for soneone to make an
application for a reasonabl e standard w t hout
havi ng those paraneters securely fixed?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
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Madam President. [|f | understand the question, |
think I would agree with that premse. But it's
not so conplicated that the Public Service

Conmi ssi on cannot make a standard.

And obviously if you're building a
new bui |l di ng, you would want it to have the power
that's going to be necessary at the tine that
thing needs to draw the nost power fromthe grid.

| would notice that one of the
t hi ngs about electricity is that it is -- first
of all, it can be generated on-site, unlike
natural gas for nost of us. You can generate it
with wind and even nore conmonly, if you're
tal ki ng about a home, you can generate it with
solar. You also can store it on-site. There are
vari ous technol ogi es.

And one of the things -- you know,
there's a little bit of response to a
conversation we were having earlier. But one of
the benefits of places |ike New York creating
t hese standards is that we will see innovation
over time. W will see battery systens get
better and cheaper. You know, they're exploring
sodi um based rather than |ithiumbased batteries

in sone contexts. That's probably nore |ikely
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for vehicles.

But there's a |ot of talk about how
to innovate and nmake this effective, just as
homes got better insulated and nore efficient in
the fossil fuel era, they will certainly get
better insulated and nore efficient in the
all-electric phase too.

But we are currently able to build
highly efficient, highly reliable hones with
exi sting technol ogy, including battery storage,
so peopl e who have a properly designed hone may
not notice that the stormis having any effect at
all.

O as those of us who have a current
home m ght still have gas but |ose power so our
boil er doesn't work, we m ght be dependent on
el ectricity or gas for things and those not be
del i verabl e, and those systens are vul nerabl e as
well. W' ve seen that in other states where
they've had -- where they rely on natural gas and
t hose systens becanme unavail able as well.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. | thank Senator Kavanagh for
hi s answers.

On the bill.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Martins on the bill.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
my concern is pretty clear, and | think the
answers | heard only reinforce it.

W're not there yet. [It's something
we' re working towards, and that we're
prioritizing as a state, but we're not there yet.
There's offshore wind that's com ng online, there
are batteries that are being devel oped at a
future date. There are things that are going to
happen over tine that will nake this possible at
a future date. That date isn't now. And by
insisting on nmoving this forward now, we're
putting people at risk.

Now, when sonebody buys a hone,
they' re buying a hone because they want to feel
safe in that home, they want to provide for
t hensel ves and for their famlies, they want to
make sure their children have a safe place to
actually live and grow up w thout the risk of
wor ryi ng about when that next stormhits, whether
or not they're going to be out of electricity,
wi thout electricity for a prolonged period of

time, and especially in the winter when it's
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col d.

W're not there yet. And because of
that -- and bear this in mnd. | haven't even
tal ked about the cost. |'mjust talking about

froma purely safety standpoint, we're putting
our constituents at risk.

For that reason, 1'Il be voting no.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Wl czyk.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

First on Part RR if the sponsor
woul d be willing to yield.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

SENATOR WALCZYK: So | noticed in
this legislation that you proposed, manufactured
homes are exenpt fromthe gas ban. |[|s that
correct?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, yes, that is correct.

SENATOR WALCZYK: I's that
manuf act ured homes of any size?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
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Madam President, that is manufactured hones that
neet the existing definition in state | aw of a
manuf actured honme. | don't have that before ne,
but | think it's the sort of structure that

you -- you know, that you think of as a

manuf actured hone. And --

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you. And
t hrough you, Madam President, would the sponsor
continue to yield.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: -- i f I may
finish, if I my --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: | know that nmny
col | eague is anxious, but | still -- 1 still have
the fl oor and am speaki ng.

And | would just note that the
reason that provisionis in there is that there
is a federal preenption that we believe nakes it
such that we can't apply this to them So that
is why this is a special exenption in this bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Actual |y,

Madam President, 1'Il nove on to Part TT, if the
sponsor for that section would be willing to
yi el d.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

The sponsor yi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: -- New Yor k
Climate Action Fund, the Governor proposed a cap
on em ssions for the industry, a cap on
em ssions, a tax on em ssions for the industries.

Wen we' re tal ki ng about capping and
taxi ng, how exactly will that portion work?
can see what the Covernor calls the investnent
portion outlaid in this budget.

How wi || the taxing portion be
prescri bed?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam President. As has been nentioned in the
prior debate, the Governor already has the

statutory authority to do this. This body wll
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not be involved in that process. That wll be
set up the way RGA was set up, through the
regul at ory nmechani sm

But the way it's outlined in the
scoping plan is there will be a budget target of
carbon reductions that need to be net in order to
neet the goals, and that amount will decline
annually. And then the market will determ ne the
price of the all owances.

But again, that's not being done
statutorily. So we know roughly what the
outlines of a cap-and-invest program | ook I|ike,
but the CGovernor and DEC and NYSERDA and those
folks, PSC, will establish that plan.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And | don't think
NYSERDA and DEC are the --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Are you
aski ng the sponsor to yield?

SENATOR WALCZYK: | am  Through
you, Madam President --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR WALCZYK: -- woul d the
sponsor continue to yield.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: | don't think DEC
and NYSERDA are generally who we | ook to for
proper taxation nethods in the State of New York

But | did notice that we're sending
t hose taxes into three different buckets. One of
t hose buckets, 67 percent of the fund goes to the
Cimate | nvestnment Account, is that correct?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Through you, Madam Presi dent.
First of all, these are not taxes. Let's be very
clear. This is an auction of carbon at the free
market. So they're not taxes.

Yes, 67 percent will go to an
account that will address sone of the things in
fact that our coll eagues have been tal king
about -- resiliency of the grid, reliability of
the grid, expanding the grid. That is part of
what some of this nmoney will go for, because we
know that's part of the work that we have to do.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So you say
po-tay-to, | say po-tot-to. You say cap and
invest, | say cap and tax.

This is going to be paid for by
New Yorkers at the end of the day. They're going
to see higher energy bills and higher taxes as a
result. So it's ny choice to call it a tax
t oday.

But | did notice that PLAs are
required for nost of these builds, with sone
exceptions, when you're qualifying for the
climate investnent account. Wy aren't you
requiring union | abor for |owincome housing
proj ects?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam President, this is an energy bill. It's
not a housing bill.

So if we want to go down that route,
| actually have a bill for prevailing wage for
brownfield cl eanup, so we can tal k about ot her
| abor provisions that we're working on. But
that's not a provision that's in this bill or in

t hi s budget.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | woul dn't say
that this is either an energy bill or a housing
bill, this is a budget bill. And many are

referring to this bill as the Big Ugly, which is
why we've been debating it for nearly three hours
here today.

And | had a sinple question about
proj ect |abor agreenments and why they aren't
required -- when we're tal king about the dinate
| nvest nent Account, why project |abor agreenents
or union labor is not required, only when we're
tal ki ng about New York City housing projects.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam President. In this bill there is nothing
about housing. There's absolutely nothing. So
if we want to debate prevailing wage for

construction of affordable housing or for
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renovati ng affordabl e housi ng, perhaps we can do
that in another part of the budget or we can do
it offline. But it's not in this part of the
budget .

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So | covered
climate risk-related and energy transition
products shall be subject to prevailing wage
requi renents. |'mreading on page 140 of this
Big Ugly bill, known as Senate Bill 4006C. Is
t he sponsor telling nme that that does not include
housi ng projects?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam President, correct. That is other
energy-related and resiliency projects. It's
not, as we nentioned before, a housing bill.
Housing is not anywhere in this bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
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Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So |I'msure the
sponsor is aware that New York State has nore
than $100 billion in project |abor agreenment work
al ready forecasted over the next several years.
We only have 30 percent of our construction
workers in New York State that are unionized --
and to nane a few, the Buffalo Bills stadium
| -81 in Syracuse, the Kensington Expressway, the
Skyway reconstruction. A lot of things that
we' ve tal ked about in here.

| s there enough union |abor to be
able to do these projects?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
Madam President. Yes, there is. There's also
t he apprenticeship pipeline, which we've tal ked
about a great deal in this chanber.

But there is. And again, this is
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about prevailing wage, so it doesn't necessarily
have to be through a union. Prevailing wage is
just the wage that is the prevailing wage. So we
often associate that with unions, but it's not
excl usive to unions.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,

Madam President. And I'Il nove on to Part TT --
isn't that what we were just talking about?

Vell, we'll nove on to Part QQ
pl ease, if there's a nmenber that wants to take
t hat section. Build Public Renewabl es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Parker, will you yield?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,

Madam President, 1'1l vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, thank you for vyielding.

So the New York Power Authority
hasn't built a power production project in over
15 years. What's the justification for putting
t he onus on buil ding many public renewabl e
projects on the New York Power Authority in this
budget ?
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SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. As we all know and has been
nmenti oned several tines in this body before, the
ruling guide for what we're going to do both
around energy and the environnent is the CLCPA
And the CLCPA actually creates a tineline in
which the State of New York is supposed to get to
net zero in terns of carbon and net hane by 2050.
And there's sone internedi ate dates in between
that in which we need to reach those |evels.

Now, for all that to happen, as you
heard Senator Harckham tal k about, you heard
Senat or Kavanagh tal k about, we're going to need
to use |l ess carbon, |ess nethane, in everything
that we do. W have a working group that was
created by the CLCPA that created the 400-pl us
docunents of just the scoping plan that tells us
some of the things that we need to work at.

As we | ook at how we in fact
transition into a clean energy economny here in
the State of New York, it's going to be necessary
frommy perspective to have an all-of-the-above
approach. Wsat do | nean by that? There's going
to be things that we're going to need to do about

vehi cl es, water vehicles, air vehicles,
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buil dings, farmng. And we're going to have to
upgr ade t hi ngs.

And so we've done a kind of
mul ti faceted approach in the context of this
budget of electrifying buildings down the |ine,
doi ng cap-and-invest, in which we in fact use a
nodel that's a simlar nodel that we're using
already with energy as it relates to RG3, the
Regi onal Greenhouse Gas Initiative. Wich is not
just a state nodel, but a multistate conpact in
whi ch many states are in fact engaged in capping
carbon, you know, that cones from energy
resources, using that noney to devel op cl ean
energy sources. Right?

What this particular part does, it
says that we're going to need at some point to
get to the | evel of energy production,
particularly electricity production. Because
what we generally understand is if we're going to
use less energy, we're going to need to use nore
electricity. | know that went over sone of y'al
head. Let nme say it again.

For us to use less energy, we're
going to have to use nore electricity. R ght?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
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Senat or - -

SENATCOR PARKER: And so within the
context of that, to answer your question, is that
what we're doing in this bill is saying NYPA
shoul d be part of that mx. UWilities are doing
some of it, hopefully down the line. But they
have parts that they're doing. W have -- you
know, we have industry that's working on
producing this. But at some point NYPA is going
to also need to do this, and we're creating both
a perm ssion and a process for NYPA to be engaged
i n sustainabl e energy devel opnent in the State of
New York in order for the state to nove forward
inthis transition to a clean energy econony.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.
Through you, Madam President, | always appreciate
t he conci se answers fromthe Energy chair.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR WALCZYK: | f he would
respond to an additional question.

SENATOR PARKER: Get to the point.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: | do,
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Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: In the answer for
this question |I'mlooking for a nunber sonewhere
bet ween zero and infinity, and only a nunber.

How many nucl ear power facilities are we siting
in this budget?

SENATOR PARKER: Zero. But that's
al so not the job of this budget, though.

| mean, in the context of the
budget, right -- in the context of the budget --

SENATOR WALCZYK: | f the sponsor
woul d yield for some additional questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: " m happy to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: In the answer for
this question I'm |l ooking for a nunber of
nmegawatts, specifically a nunber.

How many megawatts or gigawatts are

we requiring the New York Power Authority to
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build in this budget, if it's prescribed at all?

SENATOR PARKER: W' re not
prescribing it.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: How nuch noney in
dol | ar anmpbunt are we requiring the New York Power
Aut hority to spend on renewabl e energy projects,
or is that prescribed at all in this budget?

SENATCOR PARKER: The New Yor k Power
Aut hority is off-book. So the New York Power
Aut hority does not use General Funds in any of
its operations. Thus we are not prescribing or
directing their budget in any way.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR PARKER: Il will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | know t hat
you're aware that the New York Power Authority's
custoners are governnments and utilities,
nonprofits and some industry across the State of
New York. |If we're requiring the New York Power
Aut hority to build additional renewabl e energy
projects as is prescribed in the bill that's
before us right now, do we anticipate that the
rates for those custonmers will increase,
decrease, or stay the same?

SENATOR PARKER: We expect that
they will stay the sane.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank

you.
Senator Borrello.
SENATOR BORRELLO Yes,

Madam President, |I'mlooking to get sone answers

on Part JJ, Western New York Regi onal OTB.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,

will you yield?
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SENATOR KENNEDY: Yes, | wll,
Madam Presi dent. Thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Al'l right,

t hrough you, Madam President. Thank you

Senat or Kennedy. Gbviously we had -- we | ook

i ke we're having sone major changes to the
structure of OIB. Can you explain the rationale
behi nd changing this froman even distribution of
all the participating municipalities to a

wei ght ed vot e?

SENATOR KENNEDY: Absol utely.
Through you, Madam Presi dent.

First and forenost, let ne start by
recogni zing the | eadership of the Senate, the
Governor, and the Assenbly for working to
negoti ate this package that will reformthe
Western Region OIB to finally enpower the people
that are represented by the board.

As many of us know, the State
Conmptrol l er has audited this board and the OTB
that it represents and has found w de-rangi ng
m suse of power and funds over tine.

This is on the heels of both other
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audits, reconmendations by the Attorney General,
and what we're told is an ongoi ng investigation
by the federal governnment into nalfeasance by

t hi s board.

So what we did in this bill is we
took the board -- we are taking the current
makeup of the board, at |least as it exists today,
and we are putting in place a wei ghted-vote
systemthat will ensure that each board nenber is
representative of the population that they
represent in each particular nunicipality, the 15
counties and the two cities that currently nmake
up the board. And it nakes it nore equitable and
a fair distribution of that board system

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
if the sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCOR KENNEDY: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Vell, | think
it's well known that -- the issues that occurred.
And certainly you could argue that, you know,

t hi ngs have been addressed in so many ways by
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actions by this Legislature, as well as by the
OIB board itself.

But it doesn't really explain why
we' re changi ng the breakdown. Because at the end
of the day, you want to tal k about fairness and
equity, can you please tell me where the | argest
per cent age of revenue for the Western Regi on OIB
cones fron®?

SENATOR KENNEDY: Sure. Well,
absol utely. Through you, Madam President, let ne
just go back for a nonent.

You know, what we plan to do here
t hrough the approval of this bill is renove the
current board and replace themwth
representation fromeach and every county and
muni ci pality, have a wei ghted vote by popul ati on,
and root out what could be considered the worst
and nost corrupt systemthat's in place across
the entire state: A blatant disregard for the
public good and really a corrosion of the public
trust.

To answer your question sinply, each
and every conmunity is given revenue-sharing by
statute, as defined in Section 1516 of the

Raci ng, Pari-Mituel Wagering and Breedi ng Law,
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that 50 percent of the revenues that are based in
each nmunicipality and collected, along with

50 percent of the revenues by popul ation, are

di sbursed.

So the disbursenent of all of the
revenue across the systemis in separate statute;
that will not be changed. Sinply the voting
board, which has a long history of ignoring the
law, ignoring the ethical obligations that they
have to the public that they're there to
represent, and it will replace that current board
with a representation that again enpowers the
peopl e that those board nmenbers are there to
represent.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

SENATOR KENNEDY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO That was a very
| engthy detailed answer to a question that |
actually didn't ask. | asked you who was the
| argest contributor to revenue for the Western

Region OTB. 1'd like to have those m nutes back,
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if I could.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, based on ny col |l eague' s answers
fromthe previous debate that we had | ast
June 2nd, | have a feeling he's going to tell ne
it's at Batavia Downs in Genesee County.

However, that being said, let ne
tell you that regardl ess of where the funding
comes from it has no inpact on how the funding
is disbursed. So while we've heard a | ot of
rhetoric publicly fromboth nmy coll eague |'m
speaki ng with now and ot hers, what we're doing
now is sinply reconstituting the board that is
representative of the Western Regi on OIB, which
shoul d have, by virtue of the law that's in place
in Section 516 of the Racing Law, no inpact on
how t hose funds are di sbursed.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KENNEDY: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO And agai n,
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didn't get an answer to my question. You did
allude to the fact that it was Batavia Downs.

But you nentioned "equitable."

Well, the fact that, you know, in 2021

$12.1 mllion was generated by OTB, which is
represented -- which is hosted by Genesee
County -- GCenesee County only gets two of those
vot es.

And beyond that, because of this
wei ghted system they actually only received a
little over $200,000, | believe in revenue. Yet
they were responsi ble for generating over
12 mllion.

And keep in mnd that that city has
to now host the -- you know, they have to provide
energency services, they have to do everything
el se that's involved in maintaining the
infrastructure to ensure that that revenue can be
gener at ed.

So with that being said, if we're
tal king about equity, is there any other OIB t hat
has a wei ghted vote systemin New York State?

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thr ough you,
Madam President, this will be a first-of-its-kind

systemthat we are putting in place across
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New York State. And it's for good reason. You
know, we didn't end up here on a whim W ended
up here because of a pattern of pervasive

di sregard for the law, for financial and et hical

i mproprieties, as evidenced by nultiple audits by
the Ofice of the State Conptroller, advisory

opi nions by the Attorney General and outside

| egal counsel that was ignored by the sane OIB
board that hired that outside counsel

And | could go through a litany of
t hose instances, if you could indul ge ne.

Through you, Madam President. |In 2008 the
Attorney Ceneral's office concluded that the
OB board nenbers are not legally authorized to
recei ve health insurance benefits, yet they
continue to receive themto this day.

In 2009 the Western OTB hired an
outside law firmto provi de an opi ni on on whet her
board nenbers were entitled to those health
i nsurance benefits. The outside |aw firm agreed
with the Attorney Ceneral's opinion. However,
still today those sanme benefits are provided to
t he board.

In 2020, $3.1 mllion in federal aid

t hrough the federal Paycheck Protection Program
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PPP, was received. And despite receiving this,
they still furloughed 300 enpl oyees.

In 2020, one of the officers that
was sinply cooperating with an outside | aw
enforcenment entity was fired.

In 2021 the Conptroller,

Madam Presi dent, issued several reports outlining
t hat mal f easance at the Western Regi on OTB,
specifically --

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
poi nt of order. M question is not being
answered. Point of order, ny question is not
bei ng answer ed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrello, if he --

SENATCOR KENNEDY: Madam Leader - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrello --

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anaris. Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: My col | eagues,
pl ease. | understand Senator Borrello's
frustration. But we don't get to tell you howto

ask the questions, and you don't get to tell us
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how to answer them You asked a question of
Senat or Kennedy, he's giving you the answer as he
sees fit.
If you' d like to speak on the bill,
you're nore than wel cone to do that. But if
you' re engagi hg our nenber, you have to let them
answer the question in the way that they think
appropri at e.
SENATOR BORRELLO (I naudi bl e.)
SENATOR G ANARI S: Il will also
rem nd ny coll eagues that we gave you an extra

hour for debate, which | eaves five m nutes on

this bill.
(I naudi bl e overtal k.)
SENATOR KENNEDY: Madam
President -- Madam President, may | continue to

answer ny question as the --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza.

SENATCOR KENNEDY: -- leader has --

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent
Senat or Borrello has indicated that he's going on
the bill. He therefore has the floor.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Excuse ne.

Madam Presi dent, | have the floor. |'m answering
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the question. The deputy | eader suggested |
still have the floor. | will continue to answer
my question.

| know ny col | eague doesn't like to
hear this answer. There's a reason we're
addressing the Western Regi on OTB specifically,
and that is because of the litany of ethical
instances that | amciting in this paperwork here
t oday.

(Overtal k.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anaris. Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
let's do this. Let's let Senator Kennedy finish
his answer. It will not count against Senator
Borrello's tine that he can speak on the bill at
that time. But we are term nating the debate

five mnutes after Senator Kennedy finishes his

answer .
SENATOR LANZA: Thank you, Senator.
SENATOR KENNEDY: Certainly I'm at

the end of this answer. | would have been done

|l ong ago. But let nme conclude the answer by
telling you in 2021 the State Conptroller, who is

supportive of this legislation, mnd you, said
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that the Western Region OTB i nproperly received
tickets for sporting events and concerts, that
they failed to account for personal use of
agency- assi gned vehicles, and that he concl uded
that the Western Region OIB needs to clean up its
oper at i ons.

This legislation that we're passing
here today as a part of this budget bill does
just that. It cleans up the Wstern Region OIB
by ensuring that the board -- that's
representative of the people by weighted vote and
by popul ation in each and every county that wll
continue to have a voice at the table -- enpowers
t he peopl e.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO Very briefly.

But the bottomline is this does not
clean up the corruption. What this does is
creates new corruption by enpowering Erie County,
the Gty of Buffalo, Monroe County and the City
of Rochester, to have controlling power. Wat

you're ignoring is the will of the people, the
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peopl e that actually do the hard work to generate
that revenue. This is just another shanel ess

power grab. And running out the clock was al so

shanel ess.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

SENATCOR KENNEDY: Madam Pr esi dent
thank you so much. On the bill, let ne --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: If I could, for
nmy col | eague Senat or Kennedy, we have a |ist of
peopl e who still want to get in the |ast couple
of mnutes. O we can add you, or you can
expl ain your vote once we take the vote,

Senat or Kennedy.

SENATOR KENNEDY: (I naudi bl e.)

SENATCOR G ANARI S: You don't have
the floor right now, Senator Kennedy, |'msorry.
You can return to explain your vote.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Under protest, |
will be explaining ny vote |later.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Qber acker .

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,

Madam President. ['mgoing to speak on the bill.
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(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ober acker on the bill.

SENATCOR OBERACKER: | believe it
will be one of the nobst inspiring speeches that
we have today, and |I've heard many. So thank
you.

| was going to talk on the free bus

fare pilot program concerns that | have on this

part of the bill. Being asked to vote for a
$15 mllion line itemw thout having all the
information | think is reckless. In my business

| would not do it. As a Senator representing the
51st Senate District, | cannot do it.

There's a | ot of questions | had
that unfortunately I will not be able to ask
But with that, I will end it this way.

| have had ny col | eague fromthe
across the aisle, Senator Bailey, use some song
verse to support his position at tines, so |I'm
going to kind of channel naybe a little bit of
Senator Bailey here. | won't sing it, but ['lI
say it.

It's a free ride when you' ve al ready

paid. |It's the good advice that you just didn't
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take. And isn't it ironic, don't you think?

Madam President |1'Il be voting no on
the bill. Thank you.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCR G ANARI S: That does run
out the clock on this bill, and so if we can cal
t he vote, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
debate is cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

There is a substitution at the desk.
The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Fi nance, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 3006C and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
4006C, Third Readi ng Cal endar 723.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
723, Assenbly Print Nunber 3006C, Budget Bill, an
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act to anend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Jackson to explain his vote.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise after three and a half hours,
and ny back hurts sitting down. But we find
ourselves a nonth late voting on the State
Budget, and I'mnot so sure it was worth the
wait. Voting on the ELFA budget bill, which is
called the Big Ugly, is not a decision that cones
wi thout difficulties. And | have huge concerns
with this budget and its process.

It m sses the opportunity to tax the
weal thy, ultra-wealthy, to fund proven socia
progranms. It gives the horse-racing industry a
handout. The inclusion of zombie charters wll

continue to usurp noney from Foundation Aid at an
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alarming rate, underm ne |ocal public schools'
efforts to increase student enroll nent and
opportunities, and further privatize public
education and charter-saturated school
districts -- all without the accountability and
transparency that the use of mllions of public
dollars nmerit.

There are no real solutions to
protecting affordable housing. |'mtalking about
good cause eviction. Holding the Legislature
hostage for a nonth, and not getting this done
for tenants in New York is inexcusable. And
let's use the remaining six weeks to get it done.

W have sonme nmmjor victories to
cel ebrate, Madam President. Education. Finally,
after three | ong decades, our public schools
having received the full funding owed, injecting
$2.63 billion into Foundation Aid, the state has
finally nade good on its promse to fully fund
our school s st atew de.

This historic investnent is thanks
to tireless efforts of generations of advocates
and parents who persisted and insisted on a
qual ity public education system for New York

st udent s.
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Hi gher education. The TAP gap will
be decreased, benefiting students at SUNY and
CUNY. NYCHA finally securing ERAP for residents.

Jobs. W are inproving our state's
wor kf orce by wai ving the exam fees for civil
service exans, funding efforts for recruitnent
and retention, and increasing the cost-of-Iliving
adj ust nment .

Climate. Including the Build Public
Renewabl es Act and the All-Electric Buildings Act
to meet the goals of the CLCPA. Healthcare.
Protecting reproductive rights, requiring
coverage of abortion nedication --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Jackson, how do you vote? Your tine is up.

SENATOR JACKSON: I -- 1 --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Jackson, how do you vote?

SENATOR JACKSON: Madam Chair --
Madam -- Madam Presi dent. Considering everything
t hat has happened here today, | request 30
seconds nore.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Jackson, how do you vote? Senator Jackson, how

do you vote?
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SENATOR JACKSON: Consi deri ng that,
| vote aye on this budget, with --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator Jackson.

Senat or Conzal ez.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Il -- | was
pl anni ng t oday, Madam President, on expl ai ning ny
vote. |I'mnot speaking on the bill. 1Is this
now? Sorry, just checking.

Wel |, thank you, Madam President. |
appreciate this opportunity. And it is not |ost
on nme how nuch effort has gone into crafting this
budget. And I want to thank the | eader for her
steadfast | eadership in this budget. | want to
thank this conference for sone significant w ns
for all New Yorkers, and all the staff and tine

that we've put into this

You know, | amcom ng froma
district that is working class. | represent
t housands of NYCHA residents. | represent young

peopl e whose only path to a better future is
public education. | represent New Yorkers who
have for generations been dealing with the
effects of the climate catastrophe at hand.

And it is with that, and
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representing all of those people, that | canme to
Al bany to fight for a vision of a better

New York, a New York that serves the nost

mar gi nal i zed of us. A New York where it's
livable, our air is clean, our water is clean,
our schools are funded, everyone has access to
uni versal healthcare. And ny district also sent
me here to not accept politics as usual.

And so in this budget | am
absolutely thrilled and honored to be part of a
body that is passing sone pretty historic things,
including the All-Electric Buildings Act, funding
the MIA, including the Build Public Renewabl es
Act, which is landmark in its advancenent of the
climate crisis but also in its |abor protections,
inits noving forward on a just transition.

But at the sane tinme, as nmuch as |
amthrilled at these wins for our novenent, | am
al so deeply heartbroken over sonme of the
concessions, including bail and charter schools.

So | cannot whol eheartedly support a
budget that doesn't represent the interests of ny
district, and doesn't necessarily represent the
interests, | believe, of all New Yorkers in the

future that we deserve
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| am upset to see that we're out of
time, that the Governor is saying that she is
happy to hold up the budget sinply about a single
i ssue of bail reform and that we are willing to
kneecap it. | think that the path forward to
safety is to not incarcerate nore people
pretrial. | have been to R kers. | have spoken
to peopl e who have been directly affected. This
isn't the path forward.

What we need to do is fully fund our
comunities --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Gonzal ez, how do you vote?

SENATOR GONZALEZ: And so with
that, | vote nay on this budget.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator Gonzal ez.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Sal azar to explain her vote.

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Wiile | have a responsibility to ny

constituents to vote in the negative on this bil
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and to reject efforts to weaken the civil rights
of defendants, | nonetheless want to thank staff,
counsel, and every single person who worked
relentlessly on this budget, who resisted
proposed policy changes that are not actually
noti vated by public safety and which threaten to
expand the injustice of wealth-based detention in
our state.

But | want to al so recogni ze sone of
t he positive conponents in this budget bill for
all New Yorkers. Working people rely on public
transit every day. MIA transit is a public good.
And we are denonstrating that by establishing
five fare-free bus lines in New York City's five
bor oughs and dedi cating funding to nake our
trains and buses nore reliable and nore frequent.

Through this budget we are acting
with urgency to confront the climate crisis and
build a nore sustainable future for our planet.
Communi ties across our district in Brooklyn and
Queens have faced the brunt of the climte
crisis, its devastating inpacts. The BPRA and
Al -Electric Buildings Act included in this bill
will bring climate justice that our comrunities

need and deserve. The Build Public Renewabl es
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Act will transform New York's energy system and
put us on the path to a just transition.

We are also targeting the biggest
source of greenhouse gas em ssions through the
Al -Electric Buildings Act, one of the nost
nmeani ngf ul steps taken by any state in the nation
toward a renewabl e future.

Thi s budget al so includes increases
in the mnimumwage. And yet we nust continue to
fight for the permanent pay increases that al
wor kers deserve across all sectors.

And while this budget does not neet
t he needs of NYCHA residents as a whole, we are
prioritizing the needs of NYCHA residents and
Section 8 tenants who have applied for relief
t hrough the Emergency Rental Assistance Program

| want to thank our Majority Leader
for guiding us through an arduous budget process,
and now into the weeks ahead as we continue to
fight for the better state and the better world
that we know i s possi bl e.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Sal azar, how do you vote?

SENATOR SALAZAR: In the negati ve.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Mayer to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| amvoting aye, and proudly so, on
this bill. 1've been around a long tine.
Budgets are conprom ses. You don't win every
fight. And you don't |ose every fight.

But there is nuch to be proud of in
this budget, particularly in the area of
education. And there also is a sense that our
constituents are smart enough and t hought f ul
enough to understand that budgets contain
nuances.

On many of the issues debated here
today, | have confidence in ny constituents to
understand these are conplex issues. And we are
dealing with legislation. And |I have confidence
that they will have faith that we are making the
best choi ces we can.

But | want to say, on educati on,
this is, as ny coll eagues have said, a historic
third year of investnment in Foundation Aid, which

we have been fighting this battle to fund these
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schools all over this state for all these years,
and we have now achieved that. That is not
sonmet hing that we can step away from W should
feel proud about that.

W are investing $135 million to
expand access to school neals for al nbst 300, 000
new students. Over 80 percent of the state's
school children will have breakfast and |unch
provi ded. That is an extraordi nary
acconpl i shnent .

We are expanding full-day pre-K
outside New York City and making it nore
feasible. W are making steps to protect our
853, 4410, and ot her schools for special needs.

Yes, |'mdisappointed in the
i ssuance of zonbie charters, the reissuance.
wi sh we had not done that. | think it is a very
wr ongheaded deci si on.

But on bal ance, this budget reflects
an extraordinary commtnent to public education
and nonpublic education on the benefit of every
child in this state.

| want to thank the Majority Leader
for her steadfast |eadership; all ny coll eagues

who have been united for full Foundation Aid. W
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have achi eved sonet hi ng extraordi nary and
nmeani ngful, and I'm proud to vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mayer to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Bailey to explain his vote.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

NBA superstar G anni s Ant et okounnpo
was asked | ast week after the Bucks were
elimnated fromthe playoffs if he considered
his -- the Bucks' losing to be a failure. His
response was one of the nost artful and
t houghtful | ever heard, and he in sum and
substance said it wasn't a failure just because
he didn't win this time. They were steps to
success.

We've heard from nmany of our
col | eagues that this is an inperfect process,
it's an inperfect budget. But by and | arge these
are steps to success to nmake our great state the
state that it is -- record anobunts of education
aid.

Finally an increase in the rates for
18B pay, sonething that both sides of the aisle

can agree upon. Because we've had | ots of
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conversations about public safety. And public
safety is areally nultifaceted, interesting
concept that requires a nunber of things to work
properly. If the assigned counsel pool is

under pai d and under-respected, they -- it hel ps
to grind the wheels of justice in so nmany ways.

So |I'm excited about that and so
many other things in this budget. And I'mtruly
grateful for the |eadership of Andrea
Stewart-Cousins as a true bridge over troubled
waters in many troubled tines.

And | thank my colleagues fromthe
ot her side of the aisle for their thoughtful
guestions in relation to sone of the debates that
we have.

| stand at the ready to continue to
fight for justice in all shapes, fornms, and
aspects. | vote aye, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Bailey to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Brouk to explain her vote.

SENATOR BROUK: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

Thi s budget bill contains inportant,

i mpactful funding neasures that will benefit
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working fam lies and community organi zations

t hroughout mny district. Real people' s lives in
Rochester will be hel ped by the investnments we
are making in today's budget bill.

| can't vote no on a budget bill
that fully funds our public schools and comits
additional dollars to school |unches and
universal pre-K. | can't vote no on a budget
bill that expands the child tax credit and access
to childcare, because these investnents are what
keep our conmunity strong.

|"mproud to vote in favor of these
itens and ot her good things that we are doing
here in Al bany this week that will keep our
communities safe and healt hy.

But with this bill and the changes
to bail reform we are once again letting
politics and headlines drive policy when we know
what will truly keep New Yorkers safe. Things
like fully funded education, affordable and
accessi bl e healthcare and childcare, access to
nmental health care, affordable housing, and
t enant protections.

| do want to say |I'mgrateful to our

| eader Andrea Stewart-Cousins and the staff for

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3349

hol ding the line and reducing the harmthat could
have been done by the original Executive
proposal. But what we ended up with in this
| egi sl ation are unnecessary edits to a | aw that
was designed to equalize our justice system And
sadly, these changes will do little to keep
New Yor kers safer.

| look forward to a day when our
deci sions as | eaders all throughout Al bany will
be informed by the needs of our constituents
rat her than headlines and fearnongering. And
while I'll be voting in support of all the good
that this budget will do for nmy honmetown in
Rochester, it is not without great frustration
and di sappoi nt nent .

| do vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Brouk to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Li ke nmy col | eagues, | have to say
this budget, as is true of all the budgets |I've
voted on, has sonme big disappointnents in it.

But I want to highlight sone of the big wins for
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nmy constituents.

The child tax credit. M city of
Syracuse has the highest child poverty rate of
any city of its size in the country. This
decision to extend the child tax credit to
children fromage zero to four will affect the
lives of thousands of people in ny district for
the better, giving them assistance for caring for
babi es and toddl ers when they need it the nost.

Children and famlies will also
benefit fromthe free school |unches, from
uni versal pre-K, and from expanded chil dcare.

Al -electric buildings is a change
that will result in dramatic energy savings,
reductions in greenhouse gas pollution, nore
confortabl e heating and cooling, and safer and
heal t hi er indoor air quality. It's a
Wi n/wi n/wn.

Bui |l d Public Renewables also wll
put NYPA in a position to build green energy with
union jobs. NYPA will be accountable to the
peopl e, not just sharehol ders. W can assure
that they will deliver the energy nore cheaply
than profit-driven energy conpanies, and they can

shut down pol |l uting power plants in vul nerable

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3351

comunities. Again, wn/win/wn.

W didn't get every win we wanted in
this budget, and I, like my colleagues, wll keep
fighting for a nore just New York State. But in
the neantine, | vote aye on this budget.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Murray to explain his vote.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. You know, there's a saying that
even a broken clock is right twice a day. |[|f you
stuff enough policy and garbage into a bill,
you're going to find a few nuggets here that

m ght be okay.

You know, we talk about fully
fundi ng education. W should be doing that
anyway. That doesn't deserve a pat on the back.
We shoul d be doing that.

W didn't nake New Yorkers safer
with this bill, not at all. Cosnetic at best are
t he changes there.

You know who el se we didn't hel p?

We didn't help businesses, not at all. Help with
unenpl oynment i nsurance? Nope, not there.

You know, we're turning off the
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spigot to energy sources while we're turning up
t he spigot, increasing the flow of people |eaving
this state. Wiy? Too expensive, and it's going
to get worse with many of these policies.

W didn't get a chance in the debate
to touch on the mninmmwage, so |'ll touch a
little bit here. Everybody wants people to be
able to earn a good living. They deserve that,
of course. But let me clear up a couple of
fall aci es.

M ni nrum wage i s not a permanent
wage. M ninmumwage is basically an agreenent.
It's an entry-level. Many tinmes it lasts as |ong
as a probationary period. It's a foot into the
wor kpl ace. It's an agreenent between the worker
and the enpl oyer that I know I'mnot bringing a
ot of skills, but if you'll give ne a chance,
can prove nyself.

kay, we'll do that, but | can't
afford to pay you a | ot because |I'm going to be
training as you get it. You'll get experience
and pay. And as it comes together, if it works
out, usually it ends up getting pay increases.

In fact we've given increases. The

m ni mum wage has increased six tines in the | ast
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seven years. The federal m ninmum wage, 7.25 an
hour. Here, we have different zones but,
general |y speaking, about 15 an hour. |If we go
by the plan here -- and again, | do appreciate
the effort to nmake sure that people are earning a
decent anount of nmoney. But it is not, it is not
aliving wage. It's not what -- they're not
raising their famlies on m ni mum wage.

The nunber of head- of - househol d
earners making mnimnumwage is a fraction of a
fraction. The |argest segnent is under the age
of 24, nostly teenagers, nostly part-tinme
positions.

W're tying it then to the inflation
rate after 2026. Did a little calculation. |If
we took the CPl at just 3 percent -- which, by
the way, right nowis 4.5 percent -- if we took
it at just 3 percent for the next 10 years --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Murray how do you vote?

SENATOR MURRAY: -- we'll be up to
$23 an hour.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Murray, how do you vote?

SENATOR MURRAY: For that, | vote
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no. Thank you very nuch

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Murray to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Martinez to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR MARTI NEZ: Good eveni ng,
Madam Pr esi dent .

First of all, you' ve all heard
budgets are never easy, and it's very easy to
conplain and then take credit for things later.
W don't always get what we want, and | know
surely did not get everything | wanted.

But | will be voting in the
affirmative. As the only Suffol k County Senator
in the Majority, a fornmer educator, and chair of
Local Governnent, despite our fiscal constraints,
| can say we delivered for Long Island s nost
pressi ng i ssues.

W saw an increase in school
funding, we delivered Foundation Aid to those
schools who were still owed. W fully retained
| ocal zoning in response to the Governor's
housi ng proposal. And we al so prevented the MIA
tax fromcom ng onto our small businesses and

t axpayers.
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We al so anended our bail |aws once
agai n, even though ny coll eagues had a hard tine
doi ng that and staying strong and def endi ng t hose
that are always kept incarcerated because they
cannot afford to post bail and because of their
skin col or.

As you heard before, the intent to
reformbail laws was to pronote fairness and
reduce pretrial detentions, and to prevent
i ncarceration. This budget actually presents an
opportunity to change those | aws again. W
literally gave our judges nore discretion.

And instead of putting politics into
what is happening, we need to really | ook at what
the issue is at hand. And that is making sure
that we're providing the resources, the services
that are needed to keep people out of jails.

We need to take care of nental
heal th, our drug issues. W need to -- excuse
me. | get enotional during this stuff. W need
to enforce what we have started.

Al so, we recogni ze there's a housing
crisis in this state. W need to nake sure that
everything we do, one, is affordable. Two, we're

keepi ng |l ocal control. People want that. W
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need to make sure that that stays with us.

Creating housi ng demands a
mul ti faceted approach. Zoning authority should
remain in their hands. Sustai nabl e devel opnent
needs to keep in place. Wrkplace housing,
tenant rights also need to be protected when
we' re di scussing housing. But we also need to
keep the separation of governnent differently
bet ween | ocal and state.

We nust recogni ze that the MIA
agency cannot be continually bailed out on the
backs of taxpayers and small|l businesses. W
al ways -- the Long I|slanders are always the ones
who are getting hit with everything that needs to
be rei mbursed or even funded. But as a former
teacher, funding our schools is of utnost
i nportance and we nust continue to do so.

We nust be cogni zant that our
students attend public schools and private
school s, 4201s, 4210s, and every single child in
the State of New York deserves an equitable and
i nclusive classroom W nust be providing
addi tional services --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Martinez, how do you vote?
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SENATCOR MARTI NEZ: -- to neet the
soci al and enotional needs.

And | said before | vote yea.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Martinez to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Cleare to explain her veto.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

SENATOR CLEARE: | can't go that
fast. But --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR CLEARE: | have to say that
speaki ng for Harlem and Senate District 30, we do
not need any nore charter schools of the zonbie
variety, ghostly or supernatural

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR CLEARE: W nust renmenber
that charter schools were an experinent. They
wer e not guar ant eed permanency. But the damage
isin. M district has and continues to be
oversaturated with charter schools, with
real -worl d consequences, including | ess financial
support for traditional public school students,
decreased resources for traditional public school

students, |ess space, prograns and services for
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traditional public school students due to
col | ocati ons.

| do want to thank Leader
Stewart-Cousins and others in the Denocratic
Conference for hearing nmy nmessage and limting
the proliferation of zonbies in District 5.
However, | amdistraught that the state will be
paying to locate all of these new schools. That
noney could go to far nore worthy causes:
After-school prograns, universal school neals,
arts, sports, advanced | earning.

The conclusion is really sinple.
The tinme has cone to repeal the 2014 | aw t hat
rigged the systemin New York City in favor of
charters, to give power and oversight back to the
city, coupled with a redouble conmtnent to
traditional public schools.

There's no nore inportant need and
demand than for affordable housing in ny
district. A recent survey put rents in Manhattan
at a nedi an average of $4200 a nont h.

The budget has nade some progress
with regard to housing. ERAP for those in
traditional public housing and on Section 8 are

positive steps. Moire noney for NORCs is useful.
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But overall we did not provide a new path for
af f ordabl e housing as a social good.

The precipitous outm gration from
Harl em by Bl ack residents -- from New York City
by Bl ack residents, as evidenced by the fact that
the city's Black popul ati on has declined by
nearly 200,000 people in the past two decades --
is not because they do not want to live or return
to their hone, but because it is unaffordable to
do so.

The medi an househol d income for a
Black famly is New York City is $43,764 --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Cl eare, how do you vote?

SENATOR CLEARE: -- a year. No one
can afford to live --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Cl eare, how do you vote?

SENATCOR CLEARE: -- and thrive
under those circunstances.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: How do
you vote?

SENATOR CLEARE: | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Cleare to be recorded in the affirmati ve.
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Senat or Webb to explain her vote.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank our Majority Leader,
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for her |eadership during
this very interesting budget process, and ny
col | eagues and staff for all their work on this
budget .

So | rise today, I'mgoing to lift
up specifically education. As |'ve shared, part
of ny journey here revol ves around educati on
advocacy. And so there have been sone great w ns
with regards to education that I'"mproud to be a
part of voting for in this budget bill.

| am at the same tine disappointed
that we are siphoning funds towards zonbie
charter schools instead of putting nore noney
into our public schools.

Despite this di sappoi ntnment, just
wi t h our uphol di ng our funding obligation with
regards to the Foundation Aid fornmula and for our
schools, in ny district alone, in Senate District
52, this translates into $46 mllion for small
city schools in ny district.

We al so recogni ze in this budget
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bill that our students cannot learn if they go
hungry. And so |I'm happy to see that this budget
bill addresses food insecurity in our schools
with $134 mllion in expandi ng resources around
this particular issue.

And as |'ve said during the duration
of this process, that it is inportant that we
recogni ze that the decisions that we've nade in
this budget, it needs to be recognized as a
continued stepping stone towards equity. Because
we know that we have significantly disinvested in
a nunber of resources that all New Yorkers
deserve, especially those who are vul nerabl e,
fol ks who are people of color and ot herw se
mar gi nal i zed.

And so again, there have been
several historic investnents in education.

Higher ed is no different. As a representative
that has five SUNY schools in their district, |
was happy to see that we rejected the tuition
hi ke.

And so for this reason and ot hers, |
will be voting aye on this bill, with a continued
commtment to ensuring that we put nore resources

into prograns and resources such as affordable
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housi ng that includes tenant protections,
supporting things |ike good cause and ot her
i nvest nent s.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Webb to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Borrello to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Well, this bill has certainly |ived
up to its nicknane, the Big Ugly. It's really
big and really ugly. There's even zonbies.

Wth that said, what we've seen here
is a shanel ess power grab. At the same tine,
we' ve seen power being shanel essly grabbed away
fromthe people of New York State, reliable forns
of power in this budget.

We've seen a crimnal justice shel
game to pretend that we're doing sonething about
t he massive spike in crime by saying we're doing
sonmething to reformbail reform But in the end,
this bill is really big and does nothing to do
what people of New York really want. They want a

safer place to live, a nore affordable place to
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live. And they want to know t hat one day when
they go to flip on the light, the power's
actually going to come on. And this budget,
particularly this bill, puts that all in
j eopar dy.

So I'll be voting no. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Gounardes to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, | join ny colleagues in
saying that this budget is a series of
conprom ses. There's a lot to celebrate and
there's also a lot -- a great deal to be
di sappoi nted in.

"' mvery happy that for another year
that we've been here in the Majority we have
i ncreased funding to our SUNY and CUNY canpuses.
We have fought back against tuition increases at
our public universities. |I'mincredibly proud of
the fact that not only did we put the MIA on
sturdy financial footing, due in no part -- or

because of COVID. W' ve al so secured conmitnents

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3364

to increased funding -- increased frequency, |
shoul d say, for our mass transit rider users in
the five boroughs.

But really what | want to tal k about
today is something that I'mincredibly proud of,
and that is the expansion of our child tax
credit. Experts agree that refundable tax
credits like the Enpire State child tax credit
are a critical part of our strategy to slash
chi | dhood poverty in half by 2030. Wen the
federal governnment expanded the child tax credit,
it lifted 2.9 mllion people out of poverty in
2001, cutting the poverty rate in this country in
half in the course of six nonths.

Ever since Congress failed to
reaut hori ze the expanded child tax credit, we
have now seen poverty rates increase 41 percent.
The United WAy put out a study two weeks ago
saying that 50 percent of New York City residents
cannot nmake enough to put food on their table or
to nmeet their basic needs.

Which is why I'm so proud that
20 years after New York was the first state in
the country to adopt a state-based child tax

credit, we are elimnating the carveout that
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prevented the youngest New Yorkers, children
under the age of four and their famlies, from
being able to claimthe state child tax credit.

W are joining other states |ike
New Mexi co, New Jersey and Vernont who have
recently created or expanded their own child tax
credits to fill the void left by the federal
government's inaction.

Qur bill, this budget right now,
will now make the child tax credit -- expand it
to 27 percent nore famlies. That is 584,000
househol ds. Ei ght hundred thousand children --
800, 000 children will now benefit from nonies
bei ng put back in the pockets of their famlies.

And | know the budget's a
conpl i cated docunent. There's a lot we could
take here, a lot --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Gounar des, how do you vote?

SENATCOR GOUNARDES: -- back and
forth. This --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: How do
you vote, Senator Gounardes?

SENATOR GOUNARDES: -- put noney

back in the pockets of famlies, and for that
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reason, Madam President, | proudly vote aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Gounardes to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Mannion to explain his vote.

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | will be voting aye on this
budget, and thank you to Majority Leader
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

As was stated, budgets are both
priorities -- but they are conplicated docunents.
And there's certainly things within this docunent
that I am phil osophically opposed to. But |
strongly believe in the power of public
education, and | believe that public schools give
every student a chance to succeed regardl ess of
their incone.

| believe that we have anmazi ng
t eachers and teachi ng assistants in our public
schools. W al so have amazi ng coaches,
adm ni strators and other staff. Public schools
are the bedrock of our conmunities. And as
Senat or Cleare stated, the original concept of

creating charter schools was done with the
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intention for themto serve as incubators and be
creative.

But unfortunately, they were
hi jacked by the corporate world. They play by a
different set of rules. They cherry-pick their
students. They don't have the same nunbers of
students that receive special education services
or English I anguage | earners. They're allowed to
keep additional dollars in their reserve funds.
They receive paynents early from schoo
districts. And if they have students that are
di sciplined and returned to those public school s,
the dollars don't go back with them

So | look forward to working in the
future, including the remai nder of this session,
in advancing legislation to try to anend those
di fferences and bring equity to the system

Therefore, | oppose the expansi on of
charter schools in any formuntil we make those
changes.

There are nmajor wins in this budget
for public education. W're talking about, for
the first tinme ever, fully fundi ng our Foundation
Aid formula and continuing the school neals

program which was a huge success during the
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pandem c, saved nmany fam lies during an awf ul
crisis, and it may be the nost consequenti al
thing that we've achieved in this budget.

| would Iike to nove on and briefly
state that | was a teacher for 28 years, a
bi ol ogy teacher. And every year | taught about
how it took mllions of years to sequester the
carbon that is enbedded in our fossil fuels. And
over the course of the last 100 to 125 years
we' ve dug that or punped it out of the ground and
burned it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Manni on, how do you vote?

SENATCOR MANNI ON: And as a result,
it's inmpacting our climate.

As | stated, Madam President, | vote
aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mannion to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Rhoads to explain his vote.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| certainly agree with Senator
Borrello's conmments: This was a Big Ugly. |

wi sh this was only about education, because we
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di d acconplish some remarkabl e things.

However, one opportunity | think
that we mssed is with the school |unch program
We had the opportunity to provide it for every
student, which | think had broad bipartisan
support, yet we're putting schools in the
position now of having to determ ne which of the
four out of the five is eligible, which of the
one out of the fiveisn't. And | think that's a
m ssed chance.

| unfortunately can't support this
bill, as nmuch as | would like to, with respect to
t he acconplishnments in education. Because |
agree with Senator Brouk: This bill acconplishes
nothing with respect to bail reform

New York is an outlier. New York
was an outlier back in 2019 when we passed a
reckl ess and irresponsible bail reformlaw that
has made New Yorkers | ess safe, and denonstrably
so. And we are an outlier again in that this
Senate, this Legislature and this Governor
refuses to do anything to address the real
probl ens.

The notion that without eligibility

for bail you can be arrested for assault,
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reckl ess endangernment, nenaci ng, stalking,
possessi on of a weapon on school grounds, robbery
in the second degree. Burglary in the second
degree. Crimnal sale of a controlled substance
on school grounds.

| could have two ounces of fentanyl
right now, right now, enough to take out the
entire popul ation of the Capitol, and |I'm not
eligible for bail. 1It's an absurdity.

Yes, dangerousness is subjective.
But the individuals who should have the
responsibility of nmaking a determ nation as to
whet her sonmeone is a danger to the conmunity or
not are judges. That's their job. And this bil
does nothing to restore that.

When it comes to climte change,
yes, we're all in favor of renewabl e sources of
energy. W should be investing in renewabl e
sources of energy. But we can't put the cart
before the horse that we're doing now. You can't
put in through mandates a transition to electric
power, full electric power, until we know t hat
the grid can support it.

The bottomline is by pushing the

cart before the horse, we are going to create
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i ssues, we're going to create capacity --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Rhoads, how do you vote?

SENATOR RHOADS: -- and we're going
to cause a --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Rhoads, how do you vote?

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Madam President. | vote in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Rhoads to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Kennedy to explain his vote.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

First I want to begin by thanking
the Majority Leader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for
her | eadership and stewardship through this
process, our -- all of our partners in
gover nment .

There's a lot to be proud of in this
budget bill, Madam President, fromfully funding
Foundation Aid to give our children a world-cl ass
education, to expandi ng access to childcare
across New York State, to protecting the

environnment, to protecting and enhancing public
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safety, to providing an increased m ni nrum wage to
our workforce, to putting in place a record
investnment in transportation -- be it our roads
and our infrastructure or our public
transportation in each and every comrunity across
New York State, with still nmore work to do.

O enhancing the public trust by
reform ng the Western Regi on OIB board, which is
just the beginning of the reforns that need to
happen at that board. Putting the power of the
vote back into the hands of the people in the
Western New York comunity.

|"mvery proud to stand on the fl oor
of the Senate here today and support this bill.
Again, nmore work to do. But this is sonething
that we can hang our hats on and be proud of.

Wth that, Madam President, | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Kennedy to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Fernandez to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

As has been said, denocracy is a
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conprom se. That is a true belief of mne. And
| really want to give credit to ny conference for
fighting so hard, so nuch so that we are at this
day, in May now, making sure that this budget is
passed.

And while | too feel disnmayed about
sonme of the political battles that have been
brought to this budget, | cannot help but be very
happy about sone of the good things that are in
here -- a lot of the good things. And a |ot of
the good things are in relation to our children.

Foundation Aid, it's about tine,
yes, that we got that noney. And |I'msorry to
t hose across the aisle, but when you were in the
majority, you didn't put that noney in for the
ki ds.

Sanme thing with feedi ng our
children. School neals for all. This is
nonunment al that children now can | earn and be fed
and be able to | earn better.

The child tax credit, another
nmonument al step, to nake sure that famlies can
provide for their children, their baby children.

And universal UPK. Finally,

children all over the state can experience and
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|l earn at the age that children in New York City
have been doing. And we've been seeing that
they' re excelling because of it.

And when it comes to SUNY, yes, |I'm
so happy that we fought against tuition raises,
because that's unfair. And even nore so, we
hel ped expand the Sunmer at Sea program at SUNY
Maritime, the best, in my opinion, SUNY canpus
that is in the 34th, the only SUNY canpus in
New York City.

These are big wins. And one | ast
one to nmention, protecting our kids. Because
unfortunately, since passing the MRTA we've seen
t he opening of illegal cannabis sales. And very
unfortunately, some of those itens are getting in
t he hands of our young ki ds.

And what we did in this bill is to
make sure that we're stopping that, we're
stopping those that are illegally selling
cannabi s and encouraging themto be |icensed, to
do it the right way, the way we intended with the
great MRTA bill.

So | vote in the affirmative, | vote
aye, because we are hel ping New Yorkers here. W

are protecting our young children, and we are
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taki ng steps to make sure that New York is
getting better. These are steps that we have to
be proud of, including the m ni numwage, that
while we didn't get there, we're close. And in
the 10 years that |'ve been around, we've only
had this fight twice. So | think this is a
really great achievenent to get to this point
now.

Thank you, Madam President. | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Fernandez to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Weber to explain his vote.

SENATOR WEBER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

|'"d like to start off by thanking
t he taxpayers of the State of New York for
everything that they do, for getting up early
every day, paying their taxes, and funding this
great governnent in the State of New York.

You know, this is ny first
gover nment budget year and process, and | took a
| ot of notes throughout this process. | have to
say that this so-called bail reformchange is

probably the nost anticlinmactic event that |'ve
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seen in along time. 1It's kind of |ike when
Ceral do Rivera opened up that Al Capone vault and
f ound not hi ng.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR WEBER: It rem nded nme of
t hat .

No dangerousness standard. A
revol ving door for violent crimnals to prey on
our kids and our nei ghborhoods. This was not a
serious attenpt by either the Governor or by ny
col | eagues on the other side to deal with the
di sastrous bail reform | had hoped that it was.
| gave everyone the benefit of the doubt. It
becane enpty proni ses.

Dunpi ng nore unfunded nandates and
costs on our counties, who can't afford it, who
really tighten their belts all the time. A small
business killer, so nmany prograns in here that
are just going to strangle and keep a

strangl ehol d on our busi nesses.

You know, | heard about the rush to
an ill-conceived all-electric-building rush. You
know, | heard one of ny coll eagues say it

essentially exenpts New York City because it has

its own codes. Rockland County has its own
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codes. Wiy aren't we exenpt?
Many good things in this budget.
| " mthe husband of a 31-year public school

educator. Fully funding Foundation Aid,

uni versal pre-K, free and reduced |lunch -- very
inmportant itens. It angers nme and |'mresentful
that this bill was poisoned by so nany bad

policies when we could have all cone to a common
agreenent on great education things.

| will fight for those things till
the last day that I'min this office. | have to
vote no because of the poisonous things that are
attached in this bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Weber to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Kavanagh to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

First of all, it's been observed
several tinmes that we're falling short in certain
ways on housing in this budget. But there are
key housi ng provisions spread through various
bills, including this one.

We are funding the Nei ghborhood and
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Rural Preservation Progranms, 200 organizations
that serve the constituents of all 63 Senators in
this chanber, funding that at $25 million this
year -- it's a big increase fromprior years --
because those organi zations are really critical.

W' re al so adding $22 mllion in new
nmoney for the Rural Rental Assistance Program and
$51 mllion for the Honel ess Housing Programin
t hi s budget.

So there is positive news. W wll
continue to work in the 37 or so days left in the
session to get additional progress on housing.

On all-electric building. W
col | eague just said that we can't put the cart
before the horse. That may be true, but we need
both the cart and the horse to nove. W need to
nmove sinul taneously on increasing generation of
renewabl e energy, inproving transm ssion of
renewabl e energy, and the end uses of naking sure
they are ready and able to use green, clean
energy.

The Al -Electric Building Act, we've
worked on it for two years. It is a
first-in-the-nation that a state is doing this

statewide. But it is in other ways |ong overdue.
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My col | eague just nentioned New York
City is exenpt. That is technically true, but
only in the sense that New York City already
passed this citywide, and it goes into effect in

New York City nore than two years before this

bill will go into effect.
So this will now be statewide with
this bill, and it will apply throughout -- the

sanme notion that it has to be all-electric wll
apply throughout New York State.

| want to thank mny col |l eagues for
expressing their concerns, the fears of their
constituents, their questions. [It's inportant
that we're in this roomable to tal k about the
details of this, and we understand that change is
hard. W understand this transition's going to
be hard and uncertain in sone ways. But we're
doi ng what we need to do here.

And lastly, if you'll indulge nme, we
coul d spend all day thanking staffers that worked
on this bill -- on these bills. But given that
we' ve spent two years working on the All-Electric
Building Act, | just want to take a nonent to
t hank Mobeen Bhatti, Tyler Del G udice,

Dan Ranel |l one and M ke Press, Rob Haber mann and
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Dan Mosher fromny office who have been working
on this for a very long time, and our coll eagues
in the other chanber and the Governor's office
for getting this right.

And with that, Madam President, |
vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Kavanagh to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Stavi sky to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. And thank you to our Majority
Leader and to the staff who have been working, as
has been said.

|"ve been listening to conplaints
about the process, et cetera. And | want to
remnd you that it was Wnston Churchill who said
denocracy is the worst form of government unti
you consider all the others.

| amparticularly proud of this bill
in ternms of the higher ed conponent. Al nbst as
long as the tine | have been in the Senate, there
have been increases in tuition at CUNY and SUNY.
They had what they called a "rational tuition

pl an. To me, it was an irrational plan because
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it increased tuition $200 every year. And in
2019, that stopped.

And the fact that there is no
tuition increase in this budget for in-state
students to ne is a credit to everybody working
together. That is extrenely inportant, because
students in the past have borne the burden of
increases. The state should be paying its fair
share, and it hasn't.

W' ve increased operating aid
substantially, phased in over a three-year
period. But SUNY and CUNY are receivVing
increases in the many mllions, and |'mvery
proud of that. There's capital noney for your
districts, and mne, for the coll eges and
universities. And, you know, you can feel free
toreject it, since you're rejecting the budget,
but I don't think so.

Lastly, there has been aid for the
i ndependent col |l eges and universities. W
restored the cuts. And | think the investnent
that we nake today will hel p students tonorrow,
will keep themin New York to beconme citizens who
care about government and about New York State.

For that reason, Madam Presi dent,
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vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Stavi sky to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Martins to explain his vote.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

"1l get it out of the way early.
"1l be voting no on this bill. Not because
there are things in this budget bill that | don't
like. There are things | do |ike.

| like the fact that we are fully
fundi ng Foundation Aid. | would rmuch rather have
seen a lot of these policy itens out of this bill
and handl ed -- for exanple, our bail reform
di scussions handled in public protection, where
t hey bel ong, and not here. But here we are.

| do believe that this bill and this
policy will make the residents of mny district
| ess safe. | believe that this rush to electrify
at all expenses imedi ately, w thout making sure
that we have the infrastructure in place to
ensure that we will have access to energy when we
need it nost, puts our comrunities at risk.

| find it odd that we can't agree on

what "dangerous" neans. And even though we have
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49 ot her states that have a "dangerous" standard,
we can't agree in this chanber whether or not
sonmebody i s dangerous when they're comritting a

crinme and assaul ting sonebody.

But overall, | can't support this
bill because it does put ny comunities at risk.
So I'll be voting no and hoping that we can work

t oget her in addressing sone of these issues as we
go forward.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Martins to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Ranps to explain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, the Big Ugly is probably
one of the nost insidious things we have as part
of our state budget process. | feel like it puts
us legislators in quite a pickle because we have
to figure out whether we're voting for a bill
that of course includes a ton of things that you
chanpi on, but then they're put against itens that
quite frankly are very hard to support.

So | et ne begin by denouncing a very

regressive and violent roll back of bail reform
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that will surely result in nore poor, Black and
brown New Yorkers sitting in jail. [It's |anguage
that unfortunately responds to fearnongering
spl ashed across the front page of racist rags;
i ke the New York Post, not the need for nenta
health care or real poverty reduction.

| al so want to denounce the
expansi on of charter schools, which suck
resources fromour society's nost val uable public
institutions, our public schools. Especially
when right now we actually have a teacher
shortage and our teachers are paying for school
supplies out of their own pockets.

So with that, of course, let ne
hi ghlight that 1'mvery happy to see
Foundation Aid fully funded. | think that's
going to put us certainly on a path to a brighter
future for our children, along with nore neals
for our kids. Happy to see public renewables
passed with full |abor |anguage, which is what we
want ed. And of course the expansion of the
working famlies tax credit, which I'm sure our
col | eagues across the aisle will pronote to their
constituenci es despite not chanpioning it as a

cause for them
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We expanded subway frequency and
hel ped secure the first-ever free bus pilot,
whi ch is huge for me and nmy nei ghbors who rely on
public transit to nove our fam |ies throughout
the city. And we set paraneters around the
m ni mum wage.

| want to say -- and it's
unfortunate that Senator Miurray stepped out --
there is no business worth saving if it goes
agai nst the well-being of human beings. | want
to be very clear. |If your business cannot pay a
living wage, you have no business being in
business, it is not a viable business.

There is no way, shape or formthat
anybody here, especially those across the aisle
who derided us for voting a raise for ourselves,
right, and said --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ranbs, how do you vote?

SENATOR RAMCS: -- and said that we
woul d -- you know, that they would be supportive
of sonething to help their own constituents.
Here they are --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Ranpbs, how do you vote?
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SENATOR RAMOS: -- not even being
cooperati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ranbs, how do you vote?

SENATOR RAMOS: | will be voting in
the affirmative despite ny di sappoi ntnent, and
|''mthankful to the | eader and the staff for
their work.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ranos to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Conmrie to explain his vote.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to continue to deride the
fact that we have a term"Big" and "Ugly." |
just can't put those two words together.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR COWVRI E: Because anyt hi ng
big is not ugly.

(Laught er; appl ause.)

SENATOR COWRI E: | would -- 1'1l be
brief. | want to thank first our |eader, ny
col | eagues on both sides of the aisle for raising
cogent argunents about the future of our state.

| think it was unfair that we got so
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much policy and other critical issues dropped on
us in a six-week period that we had to solve. W
have critical issues in affordable housing that
we have to solve. W have to figure out a way to
protect small property owners. W have to figure
out a way to come up with righteous reasons to
protect tenants and | andlords. W couldn't do
that in a six-week period, understanding all of
t he vari abl es that happened to us.

| want to thank the staff on both
sides for putting in the hours necessary to help
us formthe debates to make that happen. | hope
that we don't let this go and wait until the next
budget to bring back the need for housing in this
state. W need to, as a body, continue to raise
this cause so that we can make sure we build
af f ordabl e housing like they're doing in ny
district.

| f you | ook at Downt own Janumi ca, by
Long Island Rail Road station, there's a ton of
housi ng going up, nultifamly housing, apartnent
housi ng, that is workforce available that's
bringing in incones from $30, 000 and soneti nes
homel ess housing. And it's being built by

devel opers that are concerned about naking sure
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we have a programthat can allow for sustained
devel opnent in this city and state.

We al so got saddl ed with other
i ssues around zonbies. M/ concern was that we
have mnority and small |ocally based vendors
that were in the pipeline that got shut out by
t he bureaucracy in this state and were never
allowed to sit and create a locally based charter
because they got el bowed out by the big guys that
are putting up charter schools.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Conri e, how do you vote?

SENATCR COWRI E: Is it two mnutes
al ready?

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: It's
nore than that.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: It is
nore. How do you vote?

SENATOR COMRI E: ["msorry. |I'm
sorry. But if we don't fix the fact that our
| ocal vendors can't get a fair shot fromstate
government, we are failing as a governnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
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you, Senator. How do you vote?

SENATOR COMRI E: | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Conrie to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Brisport to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

In school, children are taught that
the founding fathers felt access to education was
an essential part of denocracy. Black children
are often taught this in densely overcrowded
cl assroons and crunbling facilities, while
sharing a textbook with two other students, if
t hey have textbooks at all. M students didn't.

In school, children are often taught
that the founding fathers believed in |iberty and
t hat peopl e shoul d be consi dered i nnocent unl ess
and until proven guilty. Black children are
often taught this while their friends, their
parents or their siblings are being held behind
bars w t hout being convicted of a crime. For
them civil rights, like quality education and
t he presunption of innocence, have been a proni se

never fully realized.
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Qur CGovernor unfortunately has
deci ded not to work toward realizing that prom se
but rather to actively roll back gains that have
been nmade on these civil rights. Through
Foundation Aid, our state was finally forced to
neet its obligation to equitably fund every
school district, but this budget will divert nore
of that noney away from public schools into new
charter schools that target Black conmunities
with sleek, well-funded marketing canpai gns while
dismantling their public school systens.

At the sane tinme, hard-won
protections for the right to the presunption of
i nnocence are being rolled back in this budget.
As a result, nore Black people will be ripped
away fromtheir famlies and held for years on
end i n dangerous and i nhunane conditions wi thout
bei ng convicted of a crine.

This is what our CGovernor has chosen
to do with her extraordinary power in this
process. This bill will jeopardize the
education, the famlies, and the futures of
Bl ack children, and | cannot abide by that.

| acknowl edge the hard work of our

| eader, our conference, and staff. But | vote
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no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Brisport to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Ryan to explain his vote.

SENATOR RYAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Soneti mes the neasure of a good
budget is what's not in the budget. | was very
happy to see that we took out a ban on natural
gas i nplenments on existing housing. W need to
develop a plan in New York State for how to
retrofit houses. W're not there yet, but |I'm
confident that we'll be there.

And | join Senator Stavisky in
saying |I'm happy there's no SUNY and CUNY
increases. So two things that are out.

Every budget's got the bitter and
every budget's got the sweet. But boy, the
charter school increase is pretty bitter. It
reopens an acrinoni ous debate, intentionally
divisive, a debate we didn't need to have. But
it may open up to really look at charter schools
to |l ook at their transparency, to | ook at who
they educate. So if we're going to reopen the

new zonbies, let's reopen the whole | ook at how
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charter schools operate in New York State.

But Madam Speaker, the sweet in this
budget is a lot. The ERAP funding -- we're not
| eavi ng people hanging with old rent bills.

Thank Senat or Kavanagh for his tirel ess advocacy
on that. Section 8 people are going to be
included in there. You're going to see HOPP
funding com ng up for people facing forecl osure.

Senat or Kennedy's Western New York
OrB bill is going to root out sone of the in -- |
woul dn't say inbred, but -- | don't know what the
correct word is. But boy, is corruption in the
Western New York OTB. We're going to take it
out .

M ni nrum wage i ndexi ng, you can't get
around the fact that that is historic, that is
good. And the universal school neal program W
all know that hungry kids can't |earn.

So a lot of good in this budget.
Some stuff that's undeniably bad. But other
t hings that open the door for future debate. So
| proudly vote in the affirmative,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Ryan to be recorded in the affirmative.
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Senat or Hi nchey to explain her vote.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise today first and forenost to
t hank the | eader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, and the
i ncredi ble staff who worked so diligently to put
t oget her a budget and a docunent that we could be
proud of. They held the line on so nany issues
in so many areas, and because of that we have
real, tangible, life-changing things in this
budget that we can all bring back to our
constituents.

Not a day, really a week goes by
that I'mhere that 1'mnot rem nded that we are
deal ing with decades of disinvestnent and
underinvestnent. W are standi ng here today,
nmysel f included, upset and sad and angry because
we're not able to deliver all the things that we
want to for our constituents, for the communities
that sent us here to fight for them | know
nmysel f and ny col | eagues cane here to nake life
better for those who live in our districts, and
when we show up and we conme back wi thout getting
everything that we wanted that we prom sed, that

we' ve tal ked about, it can be really
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di sheart eni ng.

But in this budget we have nade
significant expansions buil ding back fromthose
decades of disinvestnent and underinvestment:
Finally commtting and fulfilling our conmm tnent
to fundi ng Foundati on Aid and funding our public
schools -- as a public school graduate, | am
incredibly proud to be a part of that -- to
expanding the child tax credit that will put
noney back in people's pockets, to scaling
renewal energy projects while also protecting
farm and, but making sure that we can actually
hit our goals so that we have a planet to |ive on
for the future.

And sonething that | have been
really proud to chanpion, a significant expansion
of school neals. W know that our students
cannot |earn, they cannot be successful if they
are concerned about where their next neal is
coming from if they are hungry, if they are
trying to figure out social enotional behavioral
i ssues because they're hungry. These are things
that we have a responsibility to fix.

And so in this budget, while we were

not able to get a full and conpl ete expansi on,
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t housands and thousands and thousands of kids
wi Il now have breakfast and |lunch, free breakfast
and lunch in their schools. And that is

sonmet hing that we should all be trenmendously
proud of .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
H nchey, how do you vote?

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Wth that,

Madam Presi dent, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you. Senator Hi nchey to be recorded in the
affirmati ve.

Senat or Thomas to explain his vote.

SENATOR THOVAS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| vote in the affirmative, and these
are the reasons why. W are fully funding
Foundation Aid. Yes, this Majority did it, and
yes, we get to take credit for it because the
last majority did not.

We are providing nore noney to pre-K
and expanding it out in the suburbs. There are
no increases to tuition for SUNY and CUNY.

M ni nrum wage i ncreases. Expansion of free

lunches. | knowthis is just a start, and we can
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expand it even nore next year.

More nmoney for distressed hospitals
that -- |ike Nassau University Medical Center
Enpire State child care credit. W are
protecting the environnent with so nuch policy
here and we are keeping | ocal control of our
zoni ng.

Lastly, crine is conplicated and
mul tifaceted. And blamng reformfor all the
ills in the world is just disingenuous. And to
nmy col |l eagues from Nassau County and
Suffol k County, Nassau County is the safest
county in the United States. So quit crying wolf
all the tinme, all right?

But, listen, we're giving nore
di scretion to judges. And we're going to hold
t hem accountable if they' re not followi ng what we
are now doi ng.

So I"'mvoting in the affirmative
because this is a good budget for Long Island.

Long live Long Island. Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you. Senator Thonas to be recorded in the

affirmati ve.
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Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick to
cl ose.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, Madam President. | want to conplinent
you. You have been standing this entire tinmne.

(Cheers, appl ause.)

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: And
you have kept order in this chanber, so | thank
you for what you' ve done.

As we' ve heard, there are nany good
things and a lot of bad things in this bill.
Housi ng being -- the housing proposal initially
proposed by the Governor being out is a good
thing for Long Island. | amglad that ny
constituents and their voices were heard and that
that is not part of the budget today.

As we' ve said, Foundation Aid being
fully funded and feeding our students is
extrenely inportant.

But there are several negatives that
will cause ne to vote in the negative today.

Bail reformwas not changed. There are no -- no
dangerous standard that was included. And our
comunities will be | ess safe based on what has

been proposed today.
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As a smal | business owner in the MIA
region, I will tell you that this budget does
nothing to relieve the burdens on small business
owners and does nothing to give thema tax break.

Most troubling, as we've heard
extensively, is the elimnation of gas w thout a
proper plan for our electrical grid to support
the need. That, to nme, is extrenely troubling.
Super st orm Sandy devastated Long Island. And
wi t hout a proper plan to back it up, it does not
seem reasonabl e to have all of your eggs in one
basket and to rely solely on electricity.

So for those reasons | wll be
voting in the negative. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 723, those Senators voting in the
negative --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Hel m ng to explain her vote.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| really didn't intend to stand and
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explain ny vote on this bill, but |I feel the need
to make a coupl e of observations and statenents.
There's a | ot of cel ebrating going
on on this floor about fully funding the
Foundation Aid fornmula, which | think that's
great and that's wonderful if your schools
benefit fromthat. | have schools that don't.
The Foundation Aid formula is
broken. W have shared that information with the
Majority over and over and over again. | know
heari ngs were hel d, neetings were held, because
we all know that Foundation Aid formula needs to
be fi xed.
| have schools |ike the Gananda
Central School District, the Foundation Aid
formul a doesn't work for them and they're
shortchanged. And their kids, their kids in that
school are shortchanged. So |I'mnot celebrating
t hat .
" mal so not cel ebrating that
t housands of kids will now receive school neals.
| " m di sgust ed, sickened, that we couldn't cone up
with about $280 million to fully fund the
uni versal school meal program W're giving a

billion dollars to the MIA, we're giving mllions
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and mllions to rich Holl ywood producers -- but
we couldn't take care of our kids. That's not
worth cel ebrating, to ne.

And when it cones to what's
inmportant to the people in ny district, it's
public safety and it's affordability, and this
bill and this budget falls far short.

| am voting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Hel m ng to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 723, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Ashby, Borrello, Brisport,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Gonzal ez,
Giffo, Helmng, Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Muirray,
Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Sal azar, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Wber
and Wi k.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 24.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent

at this tinme we're going to take a brief break
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while we call a neeting of the Finance Conmittee
in Room 332.

| expect that to be a quick neeting,
and we' Il be back on the floor very shortly. So
pl ease call that neeting and stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the Finance
Commi ttee in Room 332.

The Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 7:38 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at

7:53 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will return to order.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

Can we pl ease take up Cal endar
Nunber 719.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
719, Senate Print 4008C, Budget Bill, an act to
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anend Part PP of Chapter 54 of the Laws of 2016.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent, |
bel i eve there's an amendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Hel m ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly, Madam
President, | appeal the ruling of the chair and
ask that you recogni ze Senator Helm ng to be
heard on the appeal .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The appeal
has been nade and recogni zed, and Senator Hel m ng
may be heard.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to appeal the ruling of the
chair. The proposed amendnment is germane to the
bill at hand. The bill at hand deals with

various | abor provisions, and the anendnent that
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| have offered establishes a statutory fixed rate
of contribution fromenployers to the

unenpl oynment insurance fund. And it also creates
a solvency fund that could draw on other state's
revenues, settlenent dollars or unencunbered
federal funds.

Thi s anendnent woul d protect
busi nesses from unenpl oynent i nsurance tax
i ncreases resulting from pandem c-rel ated job
| osses. As we all know, in this budget -- and |
heard some of ny coll eagues earlier say that the
MIA is receiving nore than a billion dollars to
help with their recovery fromthe pandem c. Yet
this budget fails to recognize that businesses
especially small businesses, continue to struggle
post - pandem ¢ to get back to where they were
prior to COVID and prior to the state shutting
t hem down.

That in this budget New York State
is agai n increasing the m ni mum wage and that
such increases will inpose further costs and
burdens on enpl oyers, hitting snall and
fam | y- owned busi nesses and our farmers the
har dest .

New York State has 33.3 billion in
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reserves, of which, according to the Senate
majority's financial plan, 14.8 billion are

di scretionary unconmtted reserves. This
anmendnent is absolutely necessary to support and
ensure the continued survival of many small
fam | y- owned busi nesses and our fam|y-owned
farns.

Specifically, the amendnment | have
bef ore you woul d use existing reserves or surplus
revenue to pay the unenpl oynent insurance
i nterest assessnent surcharge, which is projected
at $250 mllion for fiscal year 2024. It would
use existing revenues -- use existing reserves or
surplus revenues to pay down part of the deficit
in the Unenpl oynment |nsurance Benefit fund, which
is approximately $8 billion. And it would create
a | ockbox, sonething we've used successfully in
t he past, where the unenpl oynent insurance
program s sol vency reserve fund, into which
50 percent of surplus revenue woul d be deposited
to pay future interest assessment charges and
unenpl oynment i nsurance deficits.

As the econony struggl es and
inflation continues to soar, we need to help our

smal | busi nesses. Now, yesterday during one part

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3405

of the debate ny coll eagues across the aisle
indicated that it was time for New York to step
up and prioritize innovation in our unenpl oynent
policies. | agree. And the neasure that | have
presented does just that. It brings stability,
consi stency, and reliability to the forefront for
busi nesses across this state.

| urge ny coll eagues to break from
party lines, show your support for our farners
and busi nesses, and vote yes.

Madam President, | strongly urge you
to reconsider your ruling.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.
Senat or Hel m ng.

| want to rem nd the house the vote
is on the procedures of the house and the ruling
of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATOR LANZA: Request a show of
hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3406

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The ruling
of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief is
bef ore the house.

Senat or O Mara, why are you rising?

SENATOR O MARA: | have a question
on the bill, Madam Speaker, if -- whoever wants
to tal k about the MIA payroll tax would |ike
to --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

There's an increase in here for the
MIA payroll tax that applies just to the counties
of New York City, correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Correct.

SENATCR O MARA: Now, that -- while
it's a -- through you, Madam Speaker, if the
Senator will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you

yi el d?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Wile it's a
relatively | ow percentage increase, 0.26 percent,
it's actually a 76 percent increase in that tax,
raising it from0.34 to 0.6. How nmuch is that
anticipated to raise?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Approxi mately 1.1
billion annually.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam Speaker, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: How nmany enpl oyees
are taken into account with this -- or caught up
in this payroll tax increase?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So the enpl oyees
do not pay the tax. The enployers pay the tax.

My col |l eague is correct, the

cal cul ati on of what any business owes is based on
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their -- the size of their payroll. But the cost
is not transferred over to the enployee, it is
kept at the enpl oyer |evel.

Do we know how nmany enpl oyees, if
understood correctly, how many enpl oyees are
enpl oyed by these conmpanies in New York City?

(Conferring.) Okay. So it's been
explained to nme that it's a relatively snal
nunber of conpani es that nmake up the vast
majority of the enployees in New York City. So
these are basically all very large corporations
with large payrolls.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: So you don't know
the -- do you know the total nunber of conpanies
that are inpacted by this increase?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,

Madam President. So in order to be hit with this
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i ncrease, you have to nake a certain threshold of
nmoney. And so it's only 5 percent of the
conpanies in New York City that will be hit with
t his increase.

But | don't know the exact nunber of
conpani es, because -- | guess | would need to
know t he base, how many conpanies are there in
New York City, hence what is 5 percent of them
And | don't know the top part of that equati on.

SENATOR O MARA: | just didn't hear
you. Did you say 5 percent or 25 percent of
conmpani es?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Fi ve percent.

SENATOR O MARA: Fi ve percent.

SENATOR KRUECGER: Yes, sir.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: WIIl you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, in Part R

dealing with casinos, we're changing the revenue
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di stribution fromwhat casinos across New York
have been payi ng towards education and towards
| ocal comunity benefit paynents. Wat is the
rational e for reducing the amount going to
education from-- | think it was -- it's
typically 80 percent. 1t's going down to
50 percent, and then 50 percent going to the MIA

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.) So
there's two different funding streanms fromthe
casinos. One is obviously the licensing fees,
and that was not in existence for those new three
casi nos, so we're not taking that away from
education. And we're not changing the formula
for any existing casinos; hence, also not taking
that away from educati on

But there is a forrmula for new
casinos to actually pay a formula split between
education and the MIA. Again, these are the --
these are only the three casinos that would be in
the MITA region. And | think it would be a higher
share if it's a New York City casino, versus
anot her county in | ower New York fornula.

Again, we're not taking it away from
educati on because that -- these funds haven't

existed until these casinos are |licensed and
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oper ati ng.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Through you, Madam President, if the Senator w |
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: You know, | just
-- it -- this change in the formula kind of
concerns me because, you know, when we first
started with ganbling in this state with the
|ottery, all the proceeds were supposed to go to
education, and that was the justification for
allowing the evils (finger quotes) of ganmbling in
t he state.

And then we went and we authorized
casi nos and | owered that percentage fromwhat --
100 percent going to education. | think
80 percent is what it was, and now we're goi ng
down to 50 percent. It seens to be a trend here
in ganbling that was initially approved on al
t he proceeds going to education, though now

they're being diverted to a variety of prograns.
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes. And when we
first started the lottery in New York State and
t he decision was nade for the funding to go to
education, |I'mnot sure nost of us would have
i mgi ned that we woul d open up so many additi onal
nodel s of ganbling in this state, so that in fact
the revenue fromall these different sources of
ganbl i ng have dramatically increased the noney
that is available. And so if some of it is not
going to education, | actually don't believe that
at this point in history it is alimtation on
what we are able to invest in our schools.

You know, it's always a dilenma for
me whenever we have these di scussions, because |
actually don't think we should have | egalized any
of these ganbling options. |'mnot a
pro-ganbling person. But apparently we did do
that, and we keep doing that with new ki nds of
ganbling -- sports betting, online betting,
casi nos, racinos, nore casinos, and bigger and
bi gger anmounts in lottery.

So | think a very val uabl e question
and policy discussion for us to have at sone
point is what the hell are we doing with all this

ganbling in New York State? But at the nonent,
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we seemto have all this ganbling in New York
State and shockingly |arge anmounts of revenue
com ng to us because of that.

So | don't believe that investing
some of this ganbling revenue in the desperate
needs for the MIA is going to have any negative
i mpact on the funding for our schools.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Madam Speaker, if the Senator wl|
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: | really am
anbi valent to ganbling. | have no problemwth
it inthis state. | just have concerns wth what

seens to be a growi ng diversion of those proceeds
and those revenues away from education, when that
was really the basis of authorizing it in the
first place.

Can you tell me what these casino
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| icenses and separately the revenue distribution
fromthe proceeds is going to generate, in total?
And that will be split fifty-fifty between
education and the MIA.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So we'll take the
licenses first. So there are three |licenses that
are up for RFP and bidding. M understanding is
the mininmumbid needs to be $500 mllion for a
license. W don't know what that top will be. |
hear sone very | arge nunbers being thrown around.

But at the tine that these three
| icenses are awarded and paid for, then the
formula will be -- sorry, just doubl e-checking.

(Conferring.) So the licensing
fees, whether the new casinos are inside New York
City or not, 100 percent of the licensing fees go

to the MTA. W don't know what that total anmount

will be. But | -- doing easy nmath, a m nimum of
$1.5 billion once, but could be significantly
hi gher .

And then on the fornulas that |
descri bed before of the ongoing casino revenue
split are estinated to be an estimated 450 to
600 mllion a year on an ongoing basis to the

MTA -- excuse ne, 450 to 600 mllion on an
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ongoi ng basis fromthose three casi nos being
split between education and the MIA

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thi s next question
may be related to the Aid to Localities budget,
but it relates to MIA, if you don't m nd taking
it up now, save us the tine later since |I'mon
t he MTA.

And the MIA | agree in supporting.
It's very inportant. And in fact | have several
rail car manufacturers in ny district that
manufacture railcars for the MTA. So it's
critical to New York City's economy, which is
critical, frankly, to New York State's econony.
So | get it.

But how much state noney --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Are you

aski ng the Senator --
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SENATOR O MARA: Yes, | am

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
yi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Yes, the
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: How nmuch | unp sum
direct state dollars is going to the MTAin this
budget ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So addi ng up al
sources of revenue that go annually, plus the new
nunbers that we're discussing now -- so
everything, kit and caboodl e?

SENATOR O MARA: Wel |, everything
except what we've di scussed.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So not the PMI
changes and not the ganbling changes --

SENATOR O MARA: Not the PMI, and
not the ganbling. Everything el se.

SENATOR KRUECGER: So what is the
total anmount that goes to the MIA. (Conferring.)

Annual ly, 4.4 billion. That's the
conmbi nati on of the STOA and the one-tine paynent
that the city -- the state commtted, excuse ne.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
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Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: What is that
one-time paynent?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Three hundred
mllion dollars.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: And | believe that
i n exchange for that one-tinme $300 mllion there
was a requirenent that New York City kick sone
nmoney in too? How nmuch was that?

SENATOR KRUECGER: Three hundred

sixty-five mllion dollars.
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SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: VWhat if any
cost-contai nnent proposals or requirements are in
this budget? You know, we have read in the news
a | ot about cost overruns on many of these
projects, and that the MTA in their projects is a
real significant outlier conpared to other
transit systems in the world on what the costs of
t hese projects are.

So what are we putting in this
budget to kind of contain those costs?

SENATOR KRUEGER: My col | eague
Senat or Leroy Conrie, who is the chair of Public
Aut horities apparently is rising because he woul d
| ove to answer that question. |Is that right?

SENATOR COWRI E: Yes.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Ckay. |I'm

passing it to ny good coll eague.
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SENATOR O MARA: Sur e.

SENATCR COWRI E: Madam Pr esi dent
t hank you.

Senator O Mara is asking us what are
we doing to try to make sure that the MIA, which
has had -- been under a fiscal cloud since the
pandem c, when they were forced to operate their
trains full-time, even though there was no
ridership, because people wanted to make sure
that essential workers could get into the city --
and it's now one of the reasons why they're
facing this budget crisis -- has agreed to do
over $400 mllion in reductions, primarily making
sure that they utilize new technol ogy to reduce
duplication of services, to make sure that they
are in-sourcing subway car cleaning.

They're working to do $400 million,
and al so by reducing car cleaning, by fine-tuning
t heir mai ntenance schedul e, by reevaluating their
wor kf orce schedul e, by expandi ng use of new
technol ogy and by limting non-revenue vehicles,
anong other things. W'I|l be doing regul ar
nmonitoring of the MIA to ensure that they do
ot her efficiencies by their workforce. And al so

their policy that they put together three years
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ago in an audit where they agreed to reduce their
executive staff as well.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Conrie --

SENATOR COWVRI E: Yes, thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: There's been
efforts in this Legislature in prior years to
require forensic audits of the MIA.  You j ust
nmentioned an audit -- | don't believe that was a
forensic audit. But why aren't we doing nore
significant auditing of the budgets of the MIA?

SENATOR COMRI E: " msorry,
Senator, | hate to correct you, but that was a
forensic audit in 2019. There were
recommendati ons that have cone fromthat audit
that the MIA has been slow to adopt. They agreed
to adopt nore this year, such as illum nating
t heir dashboard to include nore projects, to

ensure that their capital projects would be --
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there woul d be capital projects, and that their
projects dealing with resiliency and especially
accessibility, which they face multiple |awsuits,
woul d be laid out on their capital program
dashboard where the public could see.

W' ve been pushing themto do nore
detailed financial data. W' ve been making sure
that the -- also the forensic audit they've
agreed to be updated, since it was done in 2019.
That was a few years ago. And we're al so working
to incorporate the audit into the next financial
pl an, and we're going to continue to go after
them for nore operating efficiencies.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

SENATOR COWRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or continues to yield.

SENATOR O MARA: Do you think it
woul d be wise to get a regularly schedul ed audit,
say, every five years, since it's been four years
now? You're tal king about doing one next year?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Yes.
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SENATOR O MARA: And t hen just
build that in so it's automatically going to be
done and we don't have to fight over it every few
years?

SENATOR COWVRI E: | do agree. W
are working towards that goal

We have been tal ki ng about the need
for the MTA to ensure that they can show
transparency and trust to the public to justify
the nonies that they're getting fromthe city,
state and federal governnment. That's been one of
my recurring thenmes as chair, and working with ny
col | eagues to nmke that happen, to make that part
of their understanding that as an agency they
have to engender trust in the public by nmaking
sure that they are doing as nmuch as they can to
show every dollar that's being spent -- where,
how, and when.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR COWRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, what is
specifically in this budget that is directed
t owards cost overruns and excessive costs of
capital projects and | ooking at these projects on
kind of a global cost basis to figure out why the
MIA i s paying so much nore than other transit
agencies do for simlar projects?

SENATOR COWVRI E: They have agreed
to -- they have agreed to -- the MIA was the
first agency to work with design-build, which is
a bill that we passed in 2019 which is up for
renewal this year in both houses.

And we are going to add nore --
design-build was able to reduce costs in
projects. An average cost of a project that was
$500 million, it's been averaging $100 mllion in
savi ngs. Because what they did was, as opposed
to making a bidder blind-bid on a project, they
woul d actually open up the job so that they could
see all elenments of a project.

They al so nake sure that they've
built in an MABE conponent and a project |abor
agreenent, so that they would have those costs

built in up-front, which would also | ower the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3424

proj ect costs as well.

They' ve al so made sure that they' ve
mai nt ai ned their MABE conponent and has even
risen it. They have been the best MABE agency in
the state for the past four years, and doi ng nore
to make sure that -- they are working to raise
the cap for small businesses, and they're trying
to get the cap raised from1l mllion to
1.5 mllion so that they can get nore snall
busi nesses to be subcontractors and |l earn how to
do t he budgeti ng.

Again, |I'lIl go back to the
dashboard. They're al so opening up their capital
program dashboard, which is an online, accessible
program for anybody to look at, at any tinme, to
see the progress of their capital projects.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President, if the sponsor wll
continue to yield.

SENATOR COWRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Conrie continues to yield.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or
specifically with regards to I ength of tine and

going over-time to conplete projects, and the
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overall costs of projects, is there anything
underway to benchmark MIA projects conpared to
other transit systens to see just how far out of
line or howclose in line that the MIA m ght be
Wi th other systens?

SENATOR COWVRI E: So they are in the
process of going to neet an international design
standard that we have worked on and been fighting
to make sure that they' ve acquired, to ensure
that there are benchmarks on projects.

W've also -- at the end of the
Third Track, they did put in a time constraint
and a -- a what do you call it, a -- a penalty if
they didn't finish a project on tine. That was
one of the first they did. W're trying to get
themto do nore of that.

But they're working on this --
there's an international benchmarking that has
been adopted by other countries all over the
world to make sure that projects can be done on
time, and we're pushing themto get to that
| evel .

It's been well noted, as you
nmenti oned, that the cost of working on MIA

projects is higher than any other rmuni ci pal
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transit systemin the world. W've been bringing
that up to them whenever possible, trying to work
with the unions to | ower costs. And as costs
have gone up because of COVID, with the supply
chain and other issues, we're going to continue
to be adjusting costs. But we're going to
continue to work at it. And | want to just take
a nonment to conplinent our staff, because they've
been | aser-focused on trying to make the MIA nore
responsi bl e, project by project.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senator. Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or O Mar a.

Senat or Murray, why do you rise?

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you, Madam
President. Wuld the support -- and we'll stay
with the sanme thene here, and that's the MIA
payroll tax. So would the sponsor rise for a few
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

Senat or vyi el ds.
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SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you very
much.

Sticking on that thene, we've
covered a lot of it, soit's kind of trimmed it
dowmn. But | wanted to stay on the Part Q the
MIA payroll tax increase that focuses on the
city.

Were there any changes to the MIA
payroll tax on Long |sland?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No.

SENATOR MURRAY: kay, so it's
just -- I'msorry. Through you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

Just New York City, that's where the
increase will be, and | believe it goes fromO0. 34
to 0.6, is that correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Correct.

SENATOR MURRAY: Ckay. Through
you, Madam President, would the sponsor continue

to yield.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
yi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Now, you had
nmenti oned how nmuch that increase was proposed to
rai se. But how nuch does the MIA payroll tax in
general, how nmuch does that raise for the MIA?

SENATOR KRUEGER: One nonent.
(Conferring.)

As the night goes on, we have to
nove all the people and the nunbers together.

You don't by chance know t he answer
for ne?

SENATOR MURRAY: No, | don't.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Ckay. Well, it
didn't hurt to ask.

SENATOR MURRAY: Madam Pr esi dent, |
coul d ask another question while we're waiting
for that, if the sponsor would continue to yield.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Great, thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do yield.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

So let's gotothis. Ddw --1in
this bill do we elimnate any congestion pricing?
Is that still com ng?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes. This bill
has absolutely nothing to do with congestion
pri ci ng.

SENATOR MURRAY: That's what |
t hought. Ckay.

At this point, | do have to wait for
the answers -- for the previous answer.
SENATOR KRUEGER: | have the answer

for the previous question.

The MTIA anticipates receiving about
1.8 billion in PMI revenue in '23. And that's
with the added | evy or before we increase? So
it's 1.8 billion, and we're hoping it will grow
another 1.1 billion, so that would bring themto
3 billion.

SENATOR MURRAY: Wel |, thank you
very much

Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
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Murray on the bill.
SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
Senat or Krueger. Appreciate that.

So we're tal king about that MIA

payroll tax. | heard another nenber in the | ast
debate use the term"crying wolf." And if that
doesn't describe the MIA -- every year we're

going off a fiscal cliff. Every year we need
nore noney to give to themso they can continue
to operate.

| heard anot her menmber nention that
Long I sl and shoul d be happy because they didn't
get hit with this MIA payroll tax. But here's
the thing. W also didn't elinmnate the MIA
payrol | tax.

We're still finding new ways to
bring nore noney to the MIA, and all of it is
t axpayer noney. And we're throwing it into --
again, |I've said it before -- the black hole of
the MIA, to the tune of 4.4 billion now, as was
stated earlier. And that's not counting sone of
the new things that are comng, |ike the increase
fromthe city, |like the congestion pricing, which
is proposed to bring another billion dollars to

t hem
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So again, it seens |like the sane
old, same old. | don't look at it as a wi n when
they don't punish us nore; | would like to see
t hi ngs el i m nat ed.

For exanple, here's what we're
paying right now -- when | say we, | nean the
t axpayers -- to the MIA: The payroll tax, we'll
see the increase in the city; large enployers are
payi ng the payroll tax on Long Isl and.

Sel f - enpl oyed who are maki ng 50, 000 or nore,
payi ng the payroll tax on Long Island. Local
governments on Long Island paying the MIA payrol
tax. Hospitals on Long I|Island paying the MIA
payroll tax. Conmunity colleges still paying the
MIA payroll tax. |In fact, Long |slanders pay

t hrough state nortgage recordi ng taxes, cell phone
fees, there's the urban tax, the mansion tax, the
corporate tax surcharge which we're adding, the
regional sales tax, the for-hire vehicle
surcharge, the internet marketplace tax, the

not or vehicle license and registration fee, the
hai | ed-vehicle-trips tax, and the passenger car
rental tax.

And as | said, soon to cone,

congestion pricing for another billion and, as we
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di scussed earlier in the previous debate with
Senat or O Mara, nore noney com ng fromthe
casi nos.

The poi nt being, they have noney
over noney over noney and continue to ask for
nore, and it conmes fromthe taxpayers. At what
poi nt do we say nho?

We tal ked about the construction,
some of the projects through the MTA. And | very
much appreci ated Senator Conrie's renmarks
regardi ng the audits being done. Unfortunately,
t hey haven't been very responsive with those
audits. You renenber the old -- those -- the
Sei nfeld thing when he's tal king about the rental
car? You know, you're good at taking the
reservation, but you don't hold it.

Well, we're good at telling them
what's wong there through the audit, but they
don't do anything with it, and so we end up
gi vi ng t hem nore noney agai n.

W have to stop. At some point we
have to say, no, enough is enough. There has to
be sone accountability here, because we're sinply
not wwnning. It wasn't -- it isn't a win for

Long I sl anders, for the taxpayers, for the
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busi nesses, when we continue to give them nore
noney. So at sone point | ask that we pl ease say
enough i s enough, let's get sone accountability.
It is vital. | wll admt, it's vital.

But as soneone el se brought up, take
a | ook, head down to D.C., ride their Metro.
That's how you do it right.

| go back to the projects. | think
it was the Second Avenue subway expansion. |t
was estinmated that's the nost expensive

construction project ever in -- in fact, there

were simlar expansion projects in London, Paris,

and Spai n.

Yet that project,

t he Second Avenue,

it cost nore than all

three of those conbi ned.

| f that doesn't tell you something is wong, |

don't know what does.

So again, |'m saying no, enough.

Show us some accountability,
it right. Treat our tax dol

worth sonething. So for now

show us you can do
ars like they're

| " m sayi ng no.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER

Senator Mirray.
Senat or Skoufi s

SENATOR SKOUFI S:

Thank you,

on the bill.

Thanks very nuch
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Madam President. And | will be on the bill.

A nunber of nonths ago the
Orange County | DA induced the expansion of a
conpany in Orange County called M| mar Foods. On
their application to the I DA they indicated that
t hey woul d proceed with that project whether they
got a dine of |IDA benefits or not. Furthernore,

t hey indicated that 90 percent of the 50 jobs
t hey woul d create would be at an average sal ary
of $35, 000.

The Orange County | DA decided, in
their infinite wisdom to issue 15 years of
property tax breaks to a project that was going
to happen, they admitted woul d happen, regardl ess
of any of inducenents.

Several nonths ago anot her conpany
in Orange County applied for property tax breaks
call ed Royal Wne. They also got a significant
set of property tax breaks that on a per-job
basi s, taxpayers induced to the tune of
$580, 000 -- per job.

Not | ong ago the Orange County | DA
voted to approve a transfer of a PILOT froma
nmedi cal provider to a hedge fund conpany in order

to -- and there is no other explanation -- in
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order to boost the sale price of the building
that that provider was selling to the hedge fund.
It would be worth nore if there were property tax
breaks associated with that sale.

So that leads nme to Part |1l of this
budget bill. And I know we tal k about a |ot of
i ssues of statew de significance, and certainly
| "' m appreciative of the large nmgjority of what's
in these budget bills. But this is an enornously
inmportant item for taxpayers and ny constituents
in Orange County.

And to that end, | want to thank the
Majority Leader and a nunber of folks, including
Eric Katz and Paul MCarthy, Dan Ranellone, and
al so, you know, the Governor and the Assenbly
negoti ators who col |l aborated on this final
product .

The extraordinary circunstances --
and | only listed a very small handful of many,
many, many exanpl es where the Orange County | DA
has for years, if not decades, conpletely
di sregarded the taxpayers of Orange County and
has engaged in what | call blank check econonic
devel opnent .

And so because of these
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extraordinary circunstances, Part Ill installs a
first-of-its-kind state nonitor within the
Orange County I DA, so that someone can watch
every novenent, every action, every financi al
transaction |ike a hawk.

And furthernore, when there's an
illegal action, when there's a conflict of
interest and when, inportantly, there is a
violation or a deviation fromwhat's called the
UTEP, the uniformtax exenption policy, which
mandat es that the | DA consider inpacts on the
envi ronment, consider return on investnent,
consi der the value of an exenption, consider
revenue inpacts to local nmunicipalities and
school districts, consider the nunber of jobs and
the salaries of those jobs and the quality of
those jobs. That the nonitor can step in if
t hose are not considered and override actions,
override awards, veto decisions by the
Orange County | DA

Over the past 11 years that |'ve
been in the State Legislature, |I've had a | ot of
battl es, usually al ongsi de taxpayers, agai nst
this Orange County IDA. And we've won sone of

those battles and we've | ost sone of those
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battles. But today |'m very happy, delighted,
really proud to say that the taxpayers have won
t he war.

| vote yes. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Skoufi s.

Senator Conrie on the bill.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

| rise to congratulate the staff.
Since 2019, since we've been in the Majority, the
staff has been hyperfocused working with ne, |'m
honored to be chair of the Corporations
Commttee, to nake the MIA nore responsi bl e.
W' ve pushed themto do their first forensic
audit, we've pushed themto do a capital
dashboard, we've pushed themto nake sure that
t hey i ncorporated design-build, which saved
mllions of dollars for the state. W're forcing
themto nake sure that they do their
accessibility prograns that they' ve been sued
about. But to do all of these things in a way
that the public can start to have faith in an
agency that used to have two sets of books.

We've elimnated that since we've taken the
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Maj ority.

We're going to work nore to fix the
MIA, because we need to nake sure that we have an
MIA that works for all of New York State and for
all of the Eastern Seaboard, because New York has
to continue to be the economc capital for this
country. W can't afford to have congestion
coming in fromall over the state to try to take
three hours to get into the city. W need a

muni ci pal transit systemthat will work well for

all of us.

So I"'mglad that we've had questions
and concerns. |I'mglad that we're pushing the
MIA to do nore. | want to thank Dan Ranel | one

and Mobeen Bhatti and Louis and Julia and the
whol e team and especially our new captain, Eric
Katz, and all of the Finance and anal ysts staff
for maki ng sure that we're doing nore to nake the
MTA responsi bl e.

W have a ways to go. W need to
make sure that -- it's hard to nove a bureaucracy
t hat doesn't want to nove. But |I'mused to
nmoving big things, and |"mhere to let you
know - -

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR COWVRI E: | " m using that
agai n.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR COWRI E: |'mhere to |let
you know and to let the public know, especially,
we're going to nake the MIA be a nore responsive
agency. We're going to make the MIA be a nore
accessi ble agency. W can't afford to do any
| ess.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Conri e.

Senat or Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
actually if the sponsor would yield for sone
guestions on Part FF, MM and OO

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: What are
t he subj ects of your questions?

SENATOR WALCZYK: FF is the
Excel si or Linked Deposit Program MMis
snowmobi l e registration fees, and QO is
agriculture in school s.

SENATOR KRUECGER: | need to find
the right people.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Yes.
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Wi ch issues would you like to start wth,
Senat or Wl czyk?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Whoever' s ready
to go, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: One
m nut e.

Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Since the
agriculture people have gotten here, can we
started with that?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Congr at ul ati ons
on ag being first to the punch.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Al'l right.

SENATOR WALCZYK: On Part QO --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Are you
aski ng Senat or Krueger to yield?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wbul d t he sponsor
yield for some questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, will you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So in Part OO

we're elimnating some of the onerous
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requi renents for schools on sonme Buy New York
provisions, as | read it.

And we're al so increasing from
100, 000 to 150,000 in this budget the anmount of
New York foods that they can purchase. Am|
readi ng that right?

SENATOR KRUEGER: That is correct.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wy are we
doi ng -- through you, Madam President, would the
sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: What's the goa
in doing that?

SENATOR KRUEGER: To encourage and
support schools to buy nore |ocal food through
our agricultural systemright here in New York

SENATOR WALCZYK: Geat. And
t hrough you, Madam President, would the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you

continue to yield?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: What then woul d
be the reason it's stopping at $150, 000 of
New York ag products?

SENATOR KRUEGER: W tried for
nore, but this is as far as we got.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: |"msorry to hear
t hat .

There was al so a change in mlk, a
slight change there, pronoting New York-bought
mlk, which | very nmuch appreciate. 1Is there any
provision in here that will allow whole mlIk to
be purchased and delivered in our New York State
school systen?

SENATOR KRUEGER: There's no
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di stinction between types of mlk at all in the
rul es.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: In this budget
bill or anywhere else in the proposal that | may
have m ssed, will we allow schools to provide
whole mlk to students in New York State?

SENATOR KRUECGER: School s can nake
their own decision about what type of mlk they
woul d |'i ke to purchase and serve with their
nmeal s.

SENATOR WALCZYK: That's great to
hear .

Through you, Madam President, would
t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: We heard
testimony from many agenci es and departnents
t hroughout the budget hearing process, and | know
that was a couple of nonths ago in your nenory.
The Departnent of Ag & Markets has expressed
interest a couple of tinmes publicly about getting
i nvol ved in providing school | unches.

s there any provision in this bil
or the New York State budget as it's been
presented yesterday and today that would all ow
Ag & Markets to provide or be involved in the
nutrition of students across New York State?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, that
responsibility and authority lies strictly with
the State Education Departnent.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

Senat or vyi el ds.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Was t hat
sonmet hing that was taken off the table fromthis
house or the Executive or the Assenbly?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Apparently that
was a di scussion |ast year that was never really
brought up in negotiations in this year's budget.

SENATOR WALCZYK: |"msorry to hear
t hat .

Madam Presi dent -- and thank you so
much for your answers. Looking for soneone to
chat briefly about Part MM snownobiles, and
Part FF, Excel sior Linked Deposits.

SENATOR KRUEGER: It's not the same
per son who does the school neals and snowrpbil es?
They' re so correl at ed.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: We're ready for
snownobi | es, Madam Presi dent .

SENATOR WALCZYK: well, if we took
these up as separate budget bills, I'msure we
could -- any -- through you, Madam President, if
t he sponsor woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: It's fun to have
so many diverse topics in one bill. This
certainly hasn't been the only one in front of
us.

Wo's in front of us now Part FF or

SENATOR KRUEGER: Part MM
snownobi | es.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Excellent. So if
you' d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes. | love to
di scuss snownobi | es.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: The current
registration fee for a snowobile, if you're not
a nenber of the association, is $100, and this
budget bill is increasing that to $125. Am|
readi ng that right?

SENATOR KRUECGER: One hundred and
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thirty-five dollars, Madam Presi dent.

SENATOR WALCZYK: One hundred and
thirty-five. I1'mglad | asked.

And t hrough you, Madam Presi dent,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
yi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Did | get this
one right, then? If you' re a nenber of the
association it's $45 and it's going to go up to
$557?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.) W
believe that it's $35 now for nenbers and goi ng
up to $55.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3448

Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wth the
addi ti onal revenue of something |ike 90,000
snowmpbi |l es that are registered in the State of
New Yor k, what can snowrpbil ers expect to get for
those fees that we're taking in?

SENATOR KRUEGER: My under st andi ng
is those fees go for trail naintenance and
devel opnent. So |I'm not a snownobiler, but |
guess it means inproved places you can ride your
snownobi | e.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wul d we
anticipate that there would be new trails added
to the snownobile trails in the State of New York
with this increase in fee?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, the | anguage

is that this is for inprovenents in naintenance
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of existing trails.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

And if | could nove to Part FF, that
woul d be wonderful .

SENATOR KRUEGER: W' |l get the
right people for that. Can you rem nd nme what FF
is?

SENATOR WALCZYK: This woul d be the
Excel si or Linked Deposit Program

SENATOR KRUEGER: W' ve got the
peopl e, okay. Madam President, |'mready.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, if the sponsor continues to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So under the
Excel si or Linked Deposit Programthe current
maxi mum award is $2 mllion, is that correct?

SENATOR KRUECGER: Yes, that is
correct.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
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Madam President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And the current
total of all awards that you can receive fromthe
programis also $2 mllion, is that correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, that is
correct.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: In this budget
bill that's before us right now, the TED bill,
Senate Bill 4008, this increases a single award
from$2 million to $4 million, is that correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: That is correct.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: This bill also

increases the total of all awards from$2 mllion
to $6 million for any eligible recipient, is that
correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: For lifetine
awar d purposes, yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So many snal |
bank are able to offer these | oans and snall

busi nesses are able to take advantage of them
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WI1l this advantage |arger banks and | arger
busi nesses over the smaller ones that it's been
specifically targeted towards in the past?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.) So
t hey have to be an econom cally distressed
bui l ding that can be -- econonmically distressed
busi ness that can show that they couldn't get a
| oan from anot her bank. So | think the answer is
that yes, this will still remain targeted to
exactly the sane smal|l distressed busi nesses.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Many smal |
financial institutions that are the closest to
t he peopl e across New York State, nany of themin
rural areas, snmaller banks and comunity bank
have taken a part in this. WII they be priced
out by | arger banks as we increase the total

anount here?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Just so | can
clarify, if I mght, that your question -- excuse
me. Through you, Madam President, if ny
col | eague would allow nme to ask himto clarify
the question. |Is that all right?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, 1'Il1 yield.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Ckay. So the
guestion | think relates to because sonehow
there's sone additional noney that's avail abl e,
that | arger banks who woul dn't have been
interested in the past would now be interested
and sonmehow be preventing our smaller comunity
and | ocal banks from participating as they have.
I's that the concern?

SENATOR WALCZYK: That's the
concer n.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Ckay.
(Conferring.)

So there's nothing that stops the
concept of conpetition anongst the banks. But
given that this is still the same standards for
any individual loan, and a relatively small
lifetime pot for any given project, we don't
think that the bigger banks are actually going to

be rushing to get involved in this business.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you to the
sponsor. And thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Wl czyk.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger to explain her vote.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

So just to highlight some of the
concerns that were raised around the MIA, | think
nmy col | eague Senator Conrie explained very
carefully why we are doing a great deal to try to
i ncrease accountability, and that we have already
wor ked closely with the MIA to ensure any nunber

of inmprovenents are made goi ng forward.
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But just to say it out |oud because
| need to. Yes, the taxpayers have to pay to
hel p the MIA because, frankly, New York City and
the 12-county region of the State of New York
woul dn't exist without a functioning MIA public
transportation system

And it is nore inportant going
forward than ever before because of the climte
i ssues and the necessity of decreasing the damage
to our clinmate that is caused by cars and ot her
vehi cles, and the inportance of switching to
trai ns and buses and subways.

And in fact when you actually
eval uate the cost per mle of using the MIA it's
| oner -cost than any other public transportation
systemin the country. And it's actually, with
the investnent that we're making this year, going
to be nore stable than any other public
transportation systemin the country.

O her transportation systens during
COVI D actually shut down for nonths. They shut
down night service. W are talking about, with
this budget, ensuring that they increase service,
that they speed up -- bless you -- that they

speed up the anobunt -- the tine -- or they
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decrease the wait tinme by speeding up the anount
of tinme in between trains and buses, which wll
be a huge victory.

And with no disrespect for ny
col | eagues from Long | sl and who rai sed issues,
I"'mfine if they want to take over their own
trains and buses. | don't think it's
econonmically a really good idea. They raised
this during the one-house budget also. But in
fact New York City subsidizes half the cost of
every train ride on the Long Island Rail Road. |
think New York Gty would be okay not doing that,
but 1'm not sure the people of Long Island would
be happy with it.

And we spent $12 billion to expand
East Side access to cone into nmy district. It's
not actually good for ny district; it's very good
for the people of Long Island. And we built the
Third Rail. And we continue to ensure that we
are making maj or investnents in mass transit not
just in the Gty of New York, but throughout the
regi on, because we do recognize that the future
of the region -- and | would argue the future of
the State of New York -- is dependent on naking

sure we have a strong nass transit system
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So we al so nmake investnents in
upstate transit as well in this budget -- and
t hank you, Ti m Kennedy, chair of Transportation,
for being such a strong partner and advocate for
mass transit throughout the State of New York, as
wel | as recogni zing the inportance of the MIA

Sol'"'malittle confused when | keep
heari ng everyone say, Wiy do we keep having to
hel p take care of the MIA? Because we woul dn't
be the great State of New York if we didn't have
a functioning MTA and if we didn't make sure that
it was there for everyone.

And so | proudly do vote yes for
this budget bill specifically because of the
commtment we are making to the future of mass
transit in this state, because it affects and
hel ps everyone.

Thank you very much, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

|'d like to shout out two itens in
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this bill. The first is Part DDD, the New York
Yout h Jobs Connector Program which will support
boys and girls clubs and ot her youth and enpl oyer
organi zations to provide job skills training,
career counseling, job placenent, and ot her
support for at-risk youth fromages 16 to 24.

In the cities that | represent,
prograns |ike this, together with creative
efforts |like Senator Bailey's youth sports
funding -- and our conference's strong advocacy
for upstate arts, recreation and culture -- wll
go farther toward addressing the root causes of
crime than any efforts to | ock nore people up
wi thout trial just because they don't have bail.

Part OO in this bill, which wll
make it easier for schools to source their food
and mlk from New York State farns, is another
one | want to shout out, because it will help
give our children healthier neals and our farners
nor e busi ness.

| have the unusual honor to chair
both the Cities 2 Cormmittee, which concerns
itself with cities other than New York City, and
t he Conmi ssion on Rural Resources. This itemis

one of the ways we are standing up in this budget
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to connect our rural and urban interests for the
benefit of all New Yorkers.

| vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Martinez to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR MARTI NEZ: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

We sure have heard Long Island this
evening. But | would like to thank
Leader Stewart-Cousins and the Governor for
under st andi ng the needs of Suffolk County and its
concerns to protect our sole aquifer and the | ack
of sewer infrastructure. | heard fromelected
of ficials, advocates, comunity organi zati ons,
busi nesses, union | eaders and residents for the
need to inplenment a long-term plan to address
t his issue.

In this budget we included the
Suffol k County Water Quality Act, which will give
voters this Novenber the opportunity to create a
| ocal funding match through a referendum which
then can be | everaged to secure additional state

and federal funding.
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The Suffolk County Clean Water Pl an
will give us a chance to reverse the inpact of
nitrogen | oading, which is critically needed for
the infrastructure that we have, and this
investrment will |ift up businesses, conmunity
services and residents, and will protect our
dri nki ng water and waterways from pol | ution
resulting fromuntreated sewage.

| hope ny Suffol k County col | eagues
vote in the affirmative for this neasure.

As | mentioned earlier, though no
increase in the MIA tax on Long Island, and
busi nesses, | agree with ny coll eague on the
ot her side when he said we need to stop bailing
out the MIA due to their financial woes. There
needs to be greater accountability -- which
Senat or Conrie, thank you for that. And | al so
i mpl ore ny col |l eagues on Long Island to junp on

my bill which will repeal the MIA tax once and

for all, and to al so give the MIA accountability.

| vote in the affirmati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.

Senator Martinez to be recorded in
the affirmati ve.

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 719, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

ENATOR G ANARI S: Can we next nove
to Cal endar 721, please, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
721, Senate Print 4003D, Budget Bill, an act
maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ashby, why do you rise?

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,
Madam President. WII the sponsor yield
regardi ng questions on Dwer funding?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
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Ashby, that's on Dwyer fundi ng?

SENATOR ASHBY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | guess | will be
answering questions on this section, yes.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

| was happy to see that the funds
had been decoupl ed by the counties, but I'm
wondering why we're not seeing an increase.

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.) So
this is the second year of an expansion. W were
nmoving from 27 counties to 57 counties, is that
correct? So there wasn't any opportunity for an
increase of funds in this two-year deal during
t hi s budget.

SENATOR ASHBY: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: Wiy was there no
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opportunity?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Because
apparently the Governor wasn't open to expandi ng.

SENATOR ASHBY: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: Was t he Senate

willing to?

SENATOR KRUEGER: The Senate --

SENATCR ASHBY: Was the Senate
willing to expand it?

SENATOR KRUEGER: It did not
successfully nove to the bill fromthe ask |ist,
as did many of our asks, not actually -- just --
English. | apologize. | clearly need to get a

little caffeine.

W made many asks, we had nany hopes
and dreans for expansion, and this is one of the
ones that did not nake it.

SENATOR ASHBY: W11l the sponsor

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: Regar di ng an
all ocation to the University at Al bany School of
Soci al Welfare, could you explain the purpose for
that? Wen | see that Al bany County is
al ready -- already receiving an allocation.

SENATOR KRUEGER: At the nonment al
we know is that the University of Al bany's
Depart ment of Social Wrk has sonme sort of
systemni de responsibility for the Dwer prograns,
but 1 don't know what that specifically is.

SENATOR ASHBY: WI 1l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: Does this provide
the opportunity for other institutions in other

counties to be allocated funding?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: To ny
under standing, this programserves all of the
progranms. So it's not unique for Al bany County.

So Al bany County Dwyer has X anount,
and then the School of Social Wrk has a specific
role not just for Al bany but for the entire
st at e.

SENATOR ASHBY: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR ASHBY: | understand that.

But if one educational institution
has the opportunity to do that, wouldn't this
suggest that other institutions could be brought
in on this?

SENATOR KRUECGER: Madam Pr esi dent
| unfortunately don't know what specifically the
rol e of Al bany Social Wrk School is.

But | guess | would argue not
necessarily. |If you have one institution who is

successfully doi ng sonet hi ng needed by
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57 counties, | don't know why you woul d choose to
use nore nonies for a nore adm nistrative role
with nmore institutions.

So it's an interesting question, and
perhaps if | understood nore about how this
program wor ks we coul d have a debate about how - -
t he best use of the noney. But no, | don't
believe that automatically we shoul d i nagi ne
multiple institutions playing a role that nay be
perfectly well-suited for one institution.

SENATCR ASHBY: Madam Pr esi dent, on
the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ashby on the bill.

SENATOR ASHBY: | appreciate the
response of the sponsor and the fact that we have
been abl e to decouple funding here. But |
di sagree, when we know that this program has been
enor mousl y successful .

And now we are suggesting that
because one educational institution is doing its

part and doing a fine job in doing so, that

ot hers woul d be excluded fromdoing so. | think
that -- | don't agree with that phil osophy at
all. Especially considering that the nen and
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wonen benefiting fromthis have risked their
lives for us to be here, every single one of us
in this body, | would think that we'd have a nore
open approach to that.

And as a whol e, when we | ook at how
the new state agency is being funded, although
separate from Dwer -- just to put sone
perspective in this, $30 mllion total funding
for this new state agency. New Jersey has three
times the funding and roughly half the veterans.
Chio, two tines the funding, roughly the sane
nunmber of veterans. Massachusetts, three tines
the funding, less than half the nunber of
veterans we have in New York State.

| woul d hope that we coul d consi der
to be alittle nore generous to the nen and wonen
that are still serving our country, risking their
lives each day.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Ashby.

Senat or Rhoads, why do you rise?

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

WI1l the sponsor yield to a question
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with regard to | ocal governnment assistance first.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Through you

Senat or Krueger, the bill includes
funding in the amount of $2 mllion for the
North Shore Water Authority, is that correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

SENATOR RHOADS: Incidentally -- if
the sponsor will yield to another question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: The North Shore
Water Authority and the South Shore Water
Aut hority were both created in 2021, is that
correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

SENATOR RHOADS: And if the sponsor
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will yield to anot her question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: The purpose of the
North and South Shore Water Authorities were to
i nvestigate whether a public takeover of a
private water conpany -- in fact, the sane
private water conpany for both the North Shore
and South Shore Water Authorities -- would be
feasible, and to engage in negotiations with that
entity to acconplish that objective. |Is that
accurate?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, it is.

SENATOR RHOADS: W11l the sponsor
yield to anot her question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you.

Through you, Madam President. At
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the tinme the North Shore Water Authority was
provided with $1 mllion in funding for that
pur pose, but the South Shore Water Authority was
not. Are you aware of a reason for that?

SENATOR KRUEGER: My under st andi ng
is at the time we tried to get the South Shore
Water Authority the sane anount of funding, but
t he Governor vetoed that.

SENATOR RHOADS: | f the sponsor
will yield to anot her question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: | know you're
probably referring to the bill that was passed
| ast year. That's right?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

SENATOR RHOADS: Wi ch was approved
by both houses and vetoed by the Governor.

Do you recall the reason why that
was vet oed by the Governor?

SENATOR KRUECGER: The Covernor said

in her veto nessage that this was an issue that
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shoul d be di scussed in the context of the budget.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you.

WI1l the sponsor yield to another
guesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: | had introduced
bill S5173 to equalize the funding with the
North Shore and South Shore Water Authority, in
an attenpt to pass essentially the same bill that
was passed by this house and the Assenbly, and
sent letters to the Governor and to Andrea
St ewart - Cousi ns, our Tenporary President, as well
as to Speaker Heastie, to try and get that
included in this year's budget negoti ati ons,
based on the Governor's nessage.

Was this the subject of any
negoti ations to equalize the funding between the
North Shore and South Shore Water Authorities?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.) So
no, apparently that never successfully noved

f orward because of the belief that the Governor
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had that she did not wish to expand this --

excuse nme, expand this noney to both authorities.

| can't speak for her, so | don't know.

And | certainly can't speak to your
request for a specific bill of all the |eaders.
|"mnot privy to that either, I'msorry.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

WI1l the sponsor yield to another
guesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Did the -- did the

Governor -- so it's my understandi ng, based on

what you just said, that it was the Governor

specifically that decided to exclude funding from

the South Shore Water Authority?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.)
Al | actually knowis that we did get the one
shot for North Shore out of this, but that was
the end of that story, as far as | know.

SENATOR RHOADS: | f the sponsor
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will yield to anot her question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you.

Are you aware of any rationale for
why the North Shore Water Authority and the
Sout h Shore Water Authority are being treated
differently, when they're both to acconplish the
same objective?

SENATOR KRUEGER: The only answer |
can offer apparently is that there was an
exi sting funding streamfor the North Shore
Aut hority and that existing funding streamdid
not exist for the South Shore, and there seens
not to have been a real interest in changing that
story and creating one for South Shore.

SENATOR RHOADS: W11l the sponsor
yield to anot her question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3474

Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: There was
certainly an interest on ny part, which | voiced
t hat concern. And there are other Senators here
who share portions of that -- of that district.

Is there a path forward at this
point for funding for a South Shore Water
Aut hority -- South Nassau Water Authority?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Real i stically,
probably not until a discussion of next year's
budget starts and noves forward.

| nmean, | suppose a bill that's
al ready been vetoed once could be passed agai n,
but likely would face a veto again.

SENATOR RHOADS: But -- will the
sponsor yield to another question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: WIIl you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: So the bill would
likely be vetoed again because it's existing
out si de the budget, but the Governor has refused

to put it in the budget. | see a catch-22 here.
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SENATOR KRUEGER: | want to be
careful of -- | don't know t hat soneone actually
refused, but it did not seemto be brought to the
table for a discussion or approval. So | just
don't want to m sspeak that | know for a fact the
Governor refused sonmething, as opposed to it
never rose to the | evel where she and her people
brought it to the table.

SENATOR RHOADS: WI | the sponsor
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: Do we know if we
brought it to the table, in terns of the Senate?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, we did not

ei t her.
SENATOR RHQOADS: |"msorry, |
m ssed that. | apol ogi ze.
SENATOR KRUECGER: | said no, we did

not either.
SENATOR RHOADS: W1l the sponsor

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: Do we even know if
t he request was received? | know | sent it. |
know | sent the request. Do we know whet her that
request was ever received?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Ckay.
(Conferring.) |I'mreceiving a note saying that
Sout h Shore did not receive funding because the

Town of Henpstead did not want it.

SENATOR RHOADS: -- but it's really
not a question. | don't believe that that's the
case. But we'll take --

SENATOR KRUECGER: | don't know.

|"mjust being handed a note, and |I'm sharing the
information that | have.

SENATOR RHOADS: | appreciate that.

I f we can nove on to the topic of
Medicaid. Different people.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, |I'm happy to engage with new

guesti ons.
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SENATOR RHOADS: Al set?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

SENATOR RHOADS: Ckay. If the
sponsor will yield to a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: And t hrough you,
Madam Presi dent. Senator Krueger, can you
descri be how the cost of Medicaid is split
bet ween the federal governnment and the states?

SENATOR KRUEGER: l"mso sorry, I'm
having a little trouble hearing. How the what is
split?

SENATCOR RHOADS: How t he cost of
Medicaid is split between the federal governnent
and the state.

SENATOR KRUEGER: That's not a
si npl e question because it depends on what
Medicaid is paying for. So it ranges quite a bit
as to what percentage of Medicaid is federa
versus state versus |ocal, depending on the

category within Medicaid both for services and
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for the popul ation.

So | don't knowif | can even pul
out a chart fast enough. So it's not one answer.

SENATOR RHOADS: Fair enough. WII
t he sponsor yield to another question.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHQOADS: Senat or Krueger --
t hrough you, Madam President -- does New York
State shift any portion of its Medicaid
responsibilities to the 62 counties in the State
of New York?

SENATOR KRUECGER: The short answer
is yes.

SENATOR RHOADS: W11l the sponsor
yield to anot her question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: And do we know by
per cent age of Medicaid costs what portion of the

Medi cai d costs that would normally be incurred by
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the state are shifted to the counties?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.) W
believe that the only change that took place was
that a specific programwe know as FMAP -- excuse
me, eFMAP, which was a suppl enent fromthe
federal governnent, that the cost ratio was
changi ng so that 75 percent of that noney woul d
continue to go to the counties instead of
100 percent of the noney fromthat specific
suppl ement al program

(Conferring.) Let me try again.

The eFMAP program the state was keeping

20 percent of the funds and 80 percent were going
to the counties. And under the new arrangenent,
the state will keep 25 percent of the funds and
75 percent will go to the counti es.

SENATOR RHOADS: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
sponsor yields? Yes the, sponsor yields.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you so much

And t hrough you, Madam Presi dent.
The initial question, | believe the response was

that counties in the State of New York pay about
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18 percent of the total Medicaid bill. In fact,
the noney that is paid by the counties, that

18 percent, is larger in total dollar value, at
$7.6 billion than the counties pay in any other
state in the 49 other states in the

United States, conbined. So it's 18 percent that
we shift.

Wth respect to the eFMAP, however,
what was the rational e behind changi ng t he anount
that we actually reinburse the counties for the
eFMAP pr ogr anf?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So there wasn't
necessarily any rationale. It was just the
Governor announci ng that through executive
action, she would be changing the formula of how
much was bei ng passed on to the counti es.

SENATOR RHOADS: W11l the sponsor
yield to anot her question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senat or Krueger.
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Through you, Madam President. So
this was purely an adnministrative deci sion?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

SENATOR RHOADS: | f the sponsor
woul d yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: But it's an
adm ni strative decision that is now being
codified as part of the budget, as a three-year
phase-out of the comm tnent of the pass-through
of federal nonies for the expansion of the eFMAP
program is that correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, it is stil
an admnistrative decision. It is not actually
in the budget. So the proposal as we understand
it made by the Governor is still within her
adm ni strative authority. And so there's no
| anguage in these budget bills that tal k about
t hi s.

SENATOR RHOADS: Ckay. If the

sponsor will yield to another question.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: However, the
Senat e does have some role in affirmng this, in
t he sense that even as an adm nistrative
deci sion, the revenue that's bei ng generated by
wi t hhol di ng the noney to the counties that woul d
typically be paid as part of the eFMAP program
is included within our revenue sources, is it
not ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.) It
is, through the overall financial plan of the
Governor, yes. But there is no |legislative vote
per se on this admnistrative change because it
is not being put into the budget.

We did strongly object, which is why
the outcome is a nmuch smaller reduction to the
counties than the origi nal Executive proposal.
So we did use our voice as advocates per se.

But it's not actually within the
budget .

SENATOR RHOADS: W1l the sponsor
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yield to anot her question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

And t hrough you, Madam Presi dent.
Whet her it was a one-year w thdrawal of those
funds or a three-year phaseout -- because ny
understanding is that the Aid to Miunicipalities,
the aid to the counties for eFVMAP will be reduced
by 25 percent in fiscal year 2024, will be
reduced by 50 percent in fiscal year 2025, and
will be reduced by 100 percent in fiscal year
2026.

I's that correct? Wether it's one
year or three years, counties will no |onger be
receiving the funds that the federal governnent
i ntended for them

SENATOR KRUEGER: Because it's not
part of the budget, it's not necessarily shut
down as a discussion. As we all know, very often

Governors project what they will do in outyears
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and then those storylines change a year |ater.

So while there's nothing in this
budget docunment that establishes this formula
this year or any outyears, we are still not
giving up on the fight to not have these nonies
taken away fromthe counties in future years.

SENATOR RHOADS: WI1l the sponsor
yield to anot her question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you.

And t hrough you, Madam Presi dent.
Whether this is included as part of the budget or
not -- and it's certainly referenced in the
budget docunents, the inpact on individual
counties is still felt nonetheless. Wuldn't you
agree, Senator Krueger?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, since they
are being -- since they are, excuse ne, |osing
5 percent of what they got in this year,
obviously that will be felt by individual

counti es.
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And while you referenced 18 percent,
| don't -- | think that's an average. The
storyline is actually different in different
counties. And ny understanding is the storyline
of the amobunts are also -- vary by different
counties, because | guess there's been
adj ust ments goi ng on even in previous years
around these funds.

So it's not one straight nunber or
percentage in each county.

SENATOR RHOADS: WI1l the sponsor
yield to anot her question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Well, actually
it'"s not a5 percent loss, it's a 25 percent |oss
this year. 1In other words, the noney that was
going to municipalities, 25 percent of the ful
allotnent to those counties is being held back
this year -- 50 percent next year, and
100 percent in 2026, at |east according to what's

in the budget.
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SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.)
I"'mstill not sure, once the reconciliation is
conpl eted, what the exact percentage for this
com ng year of reduction will be. And it may in
fact vary by county based on nonies owed or not
owed or spent or not spent from previous years.

SENATOR RHOADS: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield for another question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

Through you, Madam Presi dent.
According to the New York State Association of
Counties, however, New York State hasn't nade a
reconciliation paynent since 2017. So that
reconciliation is conpletely separate and apart
fromthe noney that they' re supposed to be
receiving through the federal governnent -- from
t he federal government as a pass-through, going
directly to counties.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So you're right
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that there hasn't been a reconciliation since the
program started in -- excuse ne. So not 2017,

but for three years. So we are working with DOB
totry to get a full accounting and
reconciliation. W believe that that will result
in a lesser reduction in this comng year for the
counties. Because many but not all of themare
owed noney by the state, so this should actually
hel p make this reduction | ess for now.

SENATOR RHOADS: WI1l the sponsor
yield to anot her question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | wll do ny
best .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: So payi ng the
counties the nonies that they're already owed in
a reconciliation will not make up for the fact
that nmoving forward, counties will be | osing
noney as a result of the phaseout of the federal
pass-t hrough.

SENATOR KRUEGER: You're correct.

But since the starting point was she wanted to
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take all of the savings, we actually think that
this is a nmajor inprovenent over the original
proposal by the Executive.

SENATOR RHOADS: WI1l the sponsor
yield to anot her question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: But a deal that's
half as bad is still half as bad.

So did we have any role to play in
formulating this three-year phaseout or not?
Because we're being told that this was an
adm ni strative decision by the Governor and that
it's not included as part of the budget, yet we
negoti ated the three-year phaseout, as opposed to
t he i medi ate phaseout, and it appears in the
budget docunents.

So do we have a role to play in this
or not?

SENATOR KRUEGER: We brought it to
the table to negotiate to help the counties, even

t hough it was not part of the budget. So we
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t hought that this was critical enough that we
added it to our fight, so to speak, on behal f of
the counties. But that doesn't change the fact
that it's not actually part of the budget.

SENATOR RHOADS: WI1l the sponsor
yield to anot her question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: There were plenty
of things that the Governor wanted that are not
included in this budget. Wy is this here, if we
were fighting, since it's such a bad idea?

SENATOR KRUECGER: | think it's been
di scussed quite a few times since our one-house.
W win sonme, we |ose sone. We win some of sone
t hi ngs, we | ose sone of sone things.

So we took on an additional
assignment that we believe was inportant on
behal f of the counties, and we won significantly
agai nst the original Executive proposal for this
year. |It's not conpleted. W still think that

there's roomthrough reconciliation to decrease
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the harmto the counties even further in this
com ng year.

But it doesn't change the fact that
we wll still need to confront this in future
years as -- whether it was on-budget or not,
pretty nuch everything is done on an annualized
basis in New York State. So if you ask why we
weren't 100 percent successful, you could ask ne
that on every single itemthat comes before us in
a budget. W' re not always successful. W
fight, and eventually we negotiate to a final
budget docunent. And this isn't even part of the
budget docunent, we just threw it on the table at
the sane tinme, because obviously it relates to
budgets, it relates to county budgets, and it's
of course nobney. So we choose to add it on to
t he assignnent to fight for.

And we were sonewhat successful and
not fully successful.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you, Senator
Krueger.

WI1l the sponsor yield to another
guesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: WIl you

yield to anot her question?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you.

Through you, Madam President. Do we
have any idea how counties actually pay for
Medi cai d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Counti es use
their revenues. They use sales tax, they use
property tax. New York City uses incone tax. |
guess Yonkers has an incone tax. That is up to
the counties to deternmine how they're going to
pay a percentage of the full Medicaid cost.

SENATOR RHOADS: W11l the sponsor
yield for another question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: | can tell you
fromm own experience -- and | believe that the
experience is the same, having conme fromthe
county legislature, is the same with many of ny

col | eagues who conme from county governnent --
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every single dollar that Nassau County coll ects
in property taxes goes to fund Medicaid. Every
dollar. So all of county governnent is run off
of sales tax, and potentially fees. Many

counties -- nmany counties | trust are the sane.

Isn't it the case that with the
Governor's unilateral decision to take away this
funding fromthe counties will invariably force
counties to engage in property tax hikes to make
up the difference?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | don't know,
because the ambunt of noney being taken from each
county is different. And sonme counties with
significant sales tax increases over the |ast
several years actually have quite |arge fund
bal ances that woul d probably not require any
increase in taxes, while other counties m ght
find thenselves in a different story.

SENATOR RHOADS: W11l the sponsor
yield to anot her question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

Senat or vyi el ds.
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SENATCOR RHOADS: However, the state
was projecting a $36 billion surplus this year,
were we not ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: It wasn't a
sur pl us because we -- well, if you're talking
about the year that just ended, no, we did not
end with a $36 billion surpl us.

| f you're tal king about noney in
this budget we are hopefully passing before | go
to sleep tonight -- we'll see -- we are putting
noney into reserve funds. Wich, as again
t hi nk we di scussed yesterday, good governnent and
accounting entities who track what governnent
shoul d and shoul dn't be doing feel very, very
strongly that states, to be responsible, should
be putting at |east 15 percent away in reserve
funds.

And | believe our nunber right now
woul d be 16.5 percent, | believe is what | said
yesterday. So it's not surplus as nuch as it is
a reserve fund for emergency situations or rainy
days, which | think is smart governnment to do.

SENATOR RHOADS: W1l the sponsor
yield to anot her question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
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continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thr ough you,
Madam President, why is it okay for the state to
create a 15 percent or, as you nentioned,
16.5 percent reserve fund at the expense of
depl eting the budgets of counties by depriving
them of dollars that the federal governnent
i ntended for then®

SENATOR KRUEGER: Well, | think
that the State of New York needs to watch out
over its nmoney for 20 mllion New Yorkers and al
ki nds of different scenari os.

| don't know if counties actually
al so hold reserve funds. | think probably sone
do, and perhaps sone don't. Again, as | said,
based on the chart | have before nme, sone
counties have quite large fund bal ances t hat
could clearly address this loss for this year
wi t hout having a reason to have to rai se taxes.

So | suppose a fund bal ance at the
county level is a reserve fund at the state

| evel, even though | think they're legally
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defined as different things.

SENATOR RHOADS: W1l the sponsor
yield to anot her question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senat or Krueger.

Through you, Madam President. The
i ssue, however, is that this is not the state's
nmoney. This is noney that's provided by the
federal government. The state is sinply the
pass-t hrough.

And as a result of withholding this
noney, we are now blowing a hole in counties
budgets that have al ready been passed for the
year. They didn't have the benefit of passing a
one-nont h-1 ate budget |ike we're doing. They had
to get their budgets in on tinme.

And so for Nassau County, this wll
blow a $7.5 mllion hole in their budget. In
Erie County, this will blowa $6.7 mllion hole

in their budget for this year. And this -- and |
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can go through a list. You know, Suffolk, it's
going to blow a hole of alnmost $8 million in
t hei r budget.

In fact, it's going to be
wi t hhol ding fromthe 57 counties over the
three-year period of time $281 mllion in
funding, $345 million fromthe Gty of New York
and $626 mllion in funding overall -- not just
this year, but when fully inplenmented, wll
wi t hhold that funding fromcounties and the City
of New York every year after 2026 and novi ng
forward

And t he Governor provided no
rationale as to why she's doing that?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. You know, every state's story
is different. Most states didn't pass any of
this noney to their counties. New York State
chose to. So it wasn't a mandate to do so, but
we chose to. Which | think was very hel pful to
the counties. There was no obligation by the
state to use this federal noney as pass-down to
the counties, just to clarify that.

And we don't disagree with you that

we thought that this was going to do harmto the
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counties, which is why we've pushed back so hard.
And the Governor's original proposal was to take
all of this back now, and we pushed back very
hard. Wich is why we actually think we made
gquite a bit of progress on behalf of the counties
by getting that nunber down dramatically.

And we are not giving up. W are
still pushing for the reconciliation to adjust
what we believe the counties should have gotten
in previous years and did not, so that would al so
help themnow. And we're not giving up the fight
about not |lowering the nunbers in the future
years even though that is still within the
authority of the Governor to do at the
Executive level -- again, without bringing it to
the Legislature for a vote one way or the other.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senat or Krueger.

On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Rhoads on the bill.

SENATOR RHOADS: And t hank you
agai n, Senator Krueger. | appreciate your
responses.

The issue here is that the State of
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New York gets to determ ne who's covered, gets to
determ ne what benefits participants receive,
gets to determ ne what the reinbursenent

rates are, gets to determ ne how nuch it costs.
And now, by Executive decision, apparently

wi thout the input fromthe Legislature, the
Governor now gets to take the noney that was
provi ded by the federal governnment and that was

i ntended for the counties, and keep that noney,
putting the counties in an inpossible position.
Which is going to directly relate to property tax
i ncreases.

Once fully phased out in 2026, this
will nean a $30 million hole in the county's
budget that will have to be filled through
property tax increases.

For a municipality like -- oh, gosh
Monroe County, their residents can expect, in al
likelihood, a $23 mllion hole that will likely
be filled by Governor Hochul's property tax
increases. For Erie County, a $26 mllion hole.
For Onondaga County, a $13 mllion hole. For
Orange County, a $9 mllion hole. Every single
county of the 62 counties in the State of

New York will be directly inpacted, and virtually
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every county in the State of New York will have
to, in turn, raise property taxes on residents in
order to pay for it. Wth no rationale fromthe
Governor other than greed.

So it's like inviting sonmebody to
dinner, right -- | invite you to dinner, and |
tell you, Cone with nme to dinner. And | order
everything on the nenu. And then when the check
conmes, | tell you that you're paying for it. And
you don't have the ability to say no, because
we're the State of New York.

That's exactly what's happeni ng here
with respect to counties. And the fact that the
Governor has decided to do this now, when budgets
have al ready been set, makes it all the worse.
Because now there's nothing that counties can do
other than try to absorb that shortfall or run a
deficit.

So | don't accept the answer that
the Senate and the Assenbly play no role in
making this determnation. It's our
responsibility to get involved, because every
single county -- and the City of New York -- is
i npacted by what the Governor has decided to do

in this instance.
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It is unacceptable, it's
unsust ai nable. And again, it's another unfunded
mandat e i nposed upon | ocal governnents by a state
t hat does not seemto be concerned in the | east
about them and their budgets. Especially when
we're showing a reserve fund to the tune of
$36 mllion.

So I'll be voting no. Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Rhoads.

Senat or Martins, why do you rise?

SENATOR MARTI NS: On the bill,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Martins on the bill.

SENATOR KRUEGER: (I naudi bl e.)

SENATOR MARTI NS: No. No, no, no.
I'"'mon the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: On the
bill.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: You know, on this
Medi cai d FMAP di sbur senent, Madam Presi dent, you
know, |'ve heard the explanation. 1've heard

that this is an adnministrative deci sion
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transferring $345 mllion for the City of

New York, $281 million for the counties,

$8 mllion for ny county this year. And

Madam Presi dent, about the same for your county
in Westchester as well.

They al ready have their budgets.
don't buy that this is solely at the feet of this
Governor. W have a responsibility in this house
to stand up for our taxpayers back hone. W have
a responsi bility when we understand t hat
somet hing unfair is happening. And as has been
said, Medicaid policy is set here in Al bany.

It's set in this building. Those inpacts inpact
our communities. And to blow an $8 mllion hole
this year, a $23 mllion hole next year, and a
$30 mllion hole the year after that for the

t axpayers of Nassau County, is unacceptable.
They deserve better.

W yesterday voted on how nuch we
woul d charge for a chair of a retiring nmenber in
this chanber. That was part of our budget bill
yesterday, a chair in this chanber. And yet
we're tal king about mllions of dollars that is
being transferred onto the tax rolls for each and

every one of us and our taxpayers back honme, and
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we're sitting here saying that it's the
Governor's fault and we have nothing to do with
it.

It's not acceptable. Thirty mllion
dol | ars pays for public safety. Thirty mllion
dol | ars pays for healthcare back home, puts
people to work, infrastructure inprovenents. W
should all be careful about that.

So Madam President, 1'Il be voting
no on this bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senator Martins.

Senat or O Mara, why do you rise?

SENATOR O MARA: Yes,

Madam Presi dent, will Senator Krueger yield for a
coupl e of questions relative to the eFMAP
di scussi on we' ve been havi ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, will you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senator, ny
understanding on this eFMAP i ssue that we've been

tal ki ng about here for the past half-hour or so
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is that since 2017, when the federal governnent
sent this eFMAP noney in relation to the
Affordabl e Care Act being passed, that these
federal dollars were directed to the counties to
go through the state.

And that since 2017, the state has
wi t hhel d 20 percent of that, to then |ater
reconcile to see what of that was owed to the
counties based on what they spent. And that's
where the 20 percent is. |Is that incorrect?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.) So
we know that the federal governnent sent the
noney, the state decided to split it anong the
counties. They were not obligated to by the
federal government. And they did wthhold
20 percent.

| amnot clear or | don't think
can get an answer on what the specific |ogic of
the state to withhold the 20 percent has been al
t hese years, whether it was for reconciliation
pur poses or not.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you

continue to yield?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or Krueger
woul dn't you agree that it's sonmewhat common
practice, when federal dollars are flow ng
t hrough the state -- or when any dollars are
going fromthe state to | ocal governnents,
there's a certain anmount held back so that the
books can be reconciled later on and that this
seens to be a standard routine?

SENATOR KRUEGER: You know, |'ve
not worked in budget for a governor or the
Comptroller's office, so | don't know that ny
good colleague is right or wong. So | don't
know whet her 20 percent is sone normal story or
even that hol ding back for this purpose is a
normal story.

So he may very well know that that
isin fact the norm | just amnot sure.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will vyield.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

Senat or vyi el ds.
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SENATCR O MARA: You know, |'m not
sure if that is the norm |'mjust saying that's
what the counties -- at least in this situation,
t he counties' understandi ng has been since 2017
that 20 percent's been being w thheld for
reconciliation down the road. And that no
reconciliation has taken place to date. And that
now the counties are estimating that
reconciliation aggregated nunber is to be
$1.8 billion that they've been shorted since
2017.

Do you agree with that nunber?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So our
understanding is that's 1.6 billion, not
1.8 billion --

SENATOR O MARA: One- poi nt - si x

billion.

SENATOR KRUECGER: Yes, sir.

But pretty close.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3506

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Wel |, yeah

200 million for us around here is pretty cl ose,
since we're dealing with a $230 billion budget.
So we'll take that rounding error of 200 mllion.

Thi s proposal of cutting out the
eFMAP nmoney fromthe counties was originally in
t he Revenue Budget Part M the Executive's
Revenue Budget Part M and it di sappeared from
that. And it hasn't, as we've tal ked about,
hasn't reappeared anywhere in the budget.

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, it's not
anywhere in the budget. And it wasn't -- |I'm
being told it was not Part M

SENATOR O MARA: kay. On the
bill, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
O Mara on the bill.

SENATCR O MARA: This is a
dereliction of this Legislature's ability to help
our local governnents. This is going to be a
huge hit to local governments. They're already
in the hole of this $1.6 billion that we agreed

that the counties are waiting on reconciliation.
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The Governor says that the tota
amount annually is $774 mllion going to
counties, and that next year they're going to
hol d 25 percent of that. And the next year
they're going to hold 50 percent of that. And
the year after that, they're going to take all of
it. So that after three years, the hit to the
counties is going to be $774 mllion annually.

Now, I'll correct the nunbers that
were mentioned before by ny coll eagues here about
what the hits were to each county, because we had
a sheet from NYSAC that said the total hit was
going to be $626 million, so 24 percent |ess
t han what the Governor is saying it is. So the
nunbers that were stated by Senator Rhoads were
actual ly understated by 25 percent.

This adm ni strative action that this
| egi sl ative body has the ability to negoti ate,
have input, and hopefully elimnate this
reduction, because the counties -- at |east al
the counties that | represent, and all the ones
I"'mfamliar with upstate, have no ability to
absorb these costs wi thout raising property
taxes. This is a direct assault on New York

State's property taxpayers to the tune of
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$774 mllion, that this |legislative body is just
sitting by and saying, Ch, the Governor can do
it, go ahead.

So the hit in this, after three
years, for Onondaga County is going to be about
$16.4 mllion. Orange County, 11.4 mllion.
Rockl and County, 10.8 mllion. Suffolk County,
39 mllion. Westchester, 34.5 million. New York
Cty, 431 million. 1It's a hit to New York City.
Monroe County, 28.5 mllion. Nassau County,
$37 million. Erie County, 33 mllion. And those
are just nam ng sonme of the bigger players here.

And t hose county property taxpayers
are going to foot the bill for this
adm ni strative action by the Governor, by the
Executive. On noney that the federal governnent
intended to go to the counties. So this is a
$774 million hit to the counti es.

Now, one thing we didn't discuss
earlier was the 18B assi gned counsel fees have
been increased nore than a hundred percent, from
$75 or $90 up to $158. And it's been sone
20 years before that's -- and it's |ong overdue.
But it's a massive increase and a one-tinme hit

that's going to inpact the counties totally about
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$92 mllion to the counties, every year.

On this, raising the 18B fees, the
state's only providing about $32 mllion to the
counties to offset that, for a hit to the
counties of $60 mllion. And you'll love this
one. The 32 mllion that the state's given the
counties to pick up this 18B fee is apparently
com ng out of indigent |egal services fee noney
that goes to the counties.

That's wong. |It's wong to pass
t hese costs on anot her unfunded mandate to the
counties. It's wong to intercept this eFNVAP
nmoney fromthe federal governnent to the
counties, and it's only going to result in
massi ve property tax increases that |'ve read
they're estimating in the counties will be
anywheres froma 7 to a 14 percent increase in
property taxes on all of our constituents
property tax bill.

That's unwarranted. It's not right.
And this legislative body shoul d be doing
sonmet hing about it, and we're just sitting here
and saying it's the Governor's job. That's
wWr ong.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
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Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor yield for a question about
Aneri can Legi on Boys State.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: About - -
what is the subject?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Ameri can Legi on
Boys State.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: This is as
exciting as the snowrobiling challenge. Yes.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: In the past we've
funded Anerican Legion Boys State in the New York
St at e budget at $150,000. What is the line item
for American Legion Boys State this year?

SENATOR KRUEGER: My under st andi ng
is that they have not had any funding since 2018,
and that there is zero funding this year as well.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Yes, the
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Is there a
particul ar reason why we didn't fund Boys State
this year?

SENATOR KRUEGER: ' m not aware of
a request or discussion, but | don't have any
ot her answer .

| did do a little honework. There
are a hundred different registered veterans
organi zations in the State of New York as
not-for-profits, so | hazard to guess the vast
maj ority of those 100 organi zations al so were not
in this budget.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
Madam President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: I ncredi bly
di sappointed to see that we've cut funding for
Ameri can Legi on Boys State. Boys State has

proudl y been serving Anerican citizens since the
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1930s. It's a great partnership between the
Marine Corps and Anerican Legions that serve each
one of our communities and the veterans in our
conmunities. There's |local nom nations for each
one of the boys that will go into Boys State.
Hi gh school juniors are eligible for the program

And in New York -- every state
i ncl udi ng New York, and hopefully this sumrer
wi t hout the assistance of this body or this
government, they're still able to do this. Every
state except Hawaii has an active Boys State.

In the hottest week of the sunmer at
SUNY Morrisville these young nen | earn civics and
di sci pline. You know, we tal k about educating
our youth, and we had an education bill earlier.
Many of you realize that in our constituencies
there is a lack of understandi ng about state
government. | know you're all Senators in this
chanber, so often your constituents think that
you go to Washington, D.C. and vote on federa
policy.

| prom se you, graduates from
Boys State don't believe that. They know about
civics in New York State. W need nore programns

like this, not to cut funding fromthem
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And | tell you that it works.

You're going to recognize a couple of names that
are graduates from Boys State: GCeorge Pataki,
Neil Arnmstrong, and Bill dinton were al
graduates from Boys State. And a coupl e of
them -- Senat or Gounardes -- a coupl e of

di sti ngui shed nenbers from chanber, including
Senat or Hoyl man and Senat or Gounardes. And there
was a great Senator, Dave Val esky, that once
served in this chanber; he was a graduate of Boys
State. And our very own esteened, distinguished
and wel | -respected Secretary of the Senate Frank
Patience was al so a graduate of Boys State.

These young nen depended on the
peopl e that supported prograns |ike this to get
theminto the seats that they're in and into the
positions that they're in, to get theminterested
in local government and interested in state
government and educated on what exactly it is
that we do here. That's the funding that you've
cut when you present this bill today.

It disrespects the | ast generation
of some of those that | nentioned. It
di srespects the future generation that we're

| acking the investnent in. And before you cast
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your vote, | want you to think about one thing.
In the hottest week of the year, at SUNY
Morrisville boys fromaround the state,
hi gh school juniors, have the opportunity to sit
in a gymasium get discipline fromUnited States
Marines, and | earn about civics.

If they're not in that gymasium for
t hat week, what are they doing? | want you to
t hi nk about themsitting in your community with
i dl e hands, not working on | earning about civics
in the State of New York, not having exposure to
di sci plined Marines, not having an ol der
generation of Legionnaires who are guiding them
in the next phases of their life as they make
i mportant decisions going into their senior year.
Thi nk about that before you cast your vote.

And Madam President, 1'Il be voting
no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Wl czyk.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

There is a substitution at the desk.
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The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Fi nance, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 3003D and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
Nunber 4003D, Third Readi ng Cal endar 721.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
substitution is so ordered.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Bailey to explain his vote.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Not hi ng bri ngs peopl e together |ike
sports. A friend of m ne, Jason Klingsfield,
says sports is the world's greatest social
currency. And in this budget, in this part of
t he budget, the Aid to Localities section, one of
the bills that | sponsor about youth sports

grants will provide $10 mllion in funding for
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yout h sports organi zations throughout this great
st at e.

As we've seen in the | ounge during
t he pendency of today's Knicks ganme, sports can
bri ng peopl e together who may be di vergent on
different issues, but it can actually bring them
cl oser through conversation. Sone of the
greatest lessons that | learned in life were on
the fields of play, and they had little to do
with the actual ganme, but it had a lot to do with
t he camaraderi e and | earni ng who people were and
learning that life in fact is a team sport,
Madam Pr esi dent .

This nmoney is incredibly inportant
to make sure that these Little Leagues and
tournanents that we all have in our districts are
adequately funded, to nmake sure that the next
generation of athletes will succeed -- but not
necessarily on the fields of play, but in the
hal | s of government, in any walk of life -- in
hospitals, in doctor's offices, anywhere around
our great state. W want to make sure that nen,
wonen, boys, girls, nonbinary individuals, trans
i ndi vi dual s who want to play sports -- yes, we

want to nmake sure that everybody has access to be
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able to play sports. It's really inportant.

And you all know that we play
basket bal | on Tuesday nights up here in Al bany.
And what we do is |ess about the gane than it is
about maki ng sure that we recogni ze who we are.
So I"'meternally grateful to ny coll eagues in
government for supporting this inportant piece of
| egislation. Let's continue to fund sports,
youth sports, for the vehicle that they are
towards creating success.

Wth that, Madam President, | vote
aye, and I'mgoing to go watch the Knicks.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Bailey to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Rivera to explain his vote.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Besides the -- | will be voting
in the affirmative on this piece of |egislation,
not only for the programthat was just described
by Senator Bail ey, as he sashays away -- we're up
by three, by the way.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR RI VERA: But there's a
couple of other -- there's a few other things

that some of ny col | eagues have nentioned -- no

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3518

tuition increases for New York residents at CUNY
or SUNY schools, the reduction of the TAP gap,

i ncreases for zoos, botanical gardens and
aquaria, including two in nmy district. BronxNet
at Lehman Col | ege getting $150, 000.

Ki ngsbri dge Hei ghts Community Center getting
$250,000. So there are a few things here that |
certainly woul d be supportive of, so I'Il be
voting in the affirmative.

But | would be remss if | did not
poi nt out sonething that was a m ssed
opportunity. This budget is filled with them
Madam Presi dent. This has been a fraught
process. And one in particular that 1'd like to
poi nt out because it is included here -- or
should say it is not included. | spoke about it
briefly yesterday when we were having a
conversation about addiction and about overdoses,
and the fact that overdose prevention centers,
two of which are operational in the State of
New York right now, saving lives as we speak --
and yet this adm nistration and the Governor
specifically has made the anmazi ng deci sion not
fund these organi zati ons.

And Madam President, just a couple
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of years ago | passed a bill to create an

advi sory board which actually provides
recommendati ons, and we are supposed to foll ow

t hose reconmendati ons. And unfortunately, the
opi oid settlenment funds have not been directed to
what they're supposed to be directed to.

So, Madam President, although | wll
be voting in the affirmative, | just wanted to
point out that this is a nonent where
unfortunately we have m ssed opportunities. The
Governor particularly has made this opportunity
m ssed. But we're not done with this.

But on this case I'Il be voting in
the affirmative, Madam President. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Rivera to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Ranps to explain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,

Madam President. | rise in support of this bill,
whi ch holds many | abor-led initiatives designed
to rebuild the mddle class here in New York

We are maki ng huge investnents in
apprenticeshi p and pre-apprenticeshi p prograns,
vocational training that provides an alternative

to student debt, trains people for skilled | abor,
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and sets themon a pathway to a union career. W
will need these high-skilled workers to build a
uni on-cl i mate econony, and you can't have any
ki nd of New Deal w thout |abor, truly.

So to guide our just transition, we
have secured record funding for the
Cornell Cinmate Jobs Institute. And |'m
particularly proud that this year |abor hel ped us
| ead the charge to establish a historic building
trades childcare pilot program including the
expansion of the facilitated enrollnment pilot.
Today we actually chart a path towards a state
chil dcare subsidy programthat for the first tine
will leave no famly behind in New York State and
will allow working parents to find a safe pl ace
for their children regardless of inmgration
status, while they work to build a better life
for their famly.

So for all these reasons and nore, |
vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ranos to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Stec to explain his vote.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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As | explain ny vote, before | cane
to Albany | was in the county legislature in ny
home county, Warren County, for nine years, back
in the days of tal king about unfunded nandates
and the tax cap. And |I've got to tell you, in
t hose nine years and the 11 years that |'ve
served here, | have never seen a larger slap in
the face to county governnment than what this bil
does in the eFVAP

That $774 million price tag that's
going to get spread out anobngst all our counties,
it wll be mllions of dollars to all six of the
counties in ny district. It's going to --
according to the nonpartisan Citizens Budget
Comm ssi on, counties can expect this alone to
pressure their property taxes to increase from?7
to 14 percent.

That is -- that is a tax cap buster.
That is an affordability issue. And again, it is
something that is conpletely out of the contro
of counties. And on top of that, it's none of
the state's business. This noney was fromthe
federal government, intended to counties, and
we're going to intercept it because we think that

the counties are flush with cash. W're just --
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we're taking fromour counties and we're sticking
it to the taxpayers

New York has an affordability
probl em and you need to | ook no farther than
this bill right here and this one part of this
bill to understand why.

| amfirmy in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Stec to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Rhoads to explain his vote.

SENATOR RHOADS: | think it's
pretty clear, obviously, I"mvoting no on this.

And | ook, there are |ot of
tremendous things in this bill. There are a | ot
of wonderful programs that are getting funded.
But if there's ever tine to draw a line in the
sand and say no, this is it. Because for all the
good things that are in this bill, there's sone
bad things in this bill that inpact every single
person in this roomand that inpact the
constituents of every single person in this room

It's a chance for us to say no to
t he Governor, who has deci ded on her own that
she's going to take nearly half a billion dollars

away fromthe City of New York, that she's going
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to take $30 million away from Nassau County, that
she's going to take mllions of dollars away from
every county that is going to have to be nade up

t hrough property tax increases.

There's a chance for us to go back
reject this bill and go back to the negotiating
table and pull this out. Fix this m stake.
Because if we don't, all of this, $626 mllion,
maybe as nmuch as $700 million -- this is
Kat hy Hochul's property tax increase. And if you
voted yes on this, this is your property tax
i ncrease that you've got to explain to your
constituents.

Let's vote no on this. Let's get
this right. Let's fix this m stake and conme back
and support the bill. But I'll be voting in the
negative until this is fixed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Rhoads to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Chu to explain her vote.

SENATOR CHU: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Today | rise to speak on the
historic investnment for the AAPI comunity. This

budget includes a $30 mllion investnment for the
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AAPI Equity Budget Coalition. It is a
recognition for this coalition that has over
150 | ocal grassroots organizations throughout the
state, of their day-to-day hard work in uplifting
our AAPI constituents.

It is an investnment for the AAPI
comunity's future and the comunity
devel opnents. It is also a confort for those
victins who have suffered fromthe hate crine
attacks or those who lived in fear, afraid of
bei ng attacked, in those past few years.

| want to thank our |eadership and
nmy col |l eagues in the conference for showi ng their
support and truly standing with our conmunities.
This funding is beginning to address the need for
real investnment in our communities and provide
for a chance to recover and thrive in safety and
dignity, especially during a tinme when we need it
t he nost.

The AAPI comunity is one of the
f ast est - growi ng denographics in our state.
However, our rich and diverse contribution has
typi cally been overl ooked, underfunded, and
underrepresented. And today, unfortunately, it

is a disappointnment to see sone of ny col |l eagues
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across the aisle in this chanber just voting

agai nst this budget because tine and tine again,
our community was told that we were a priority

t hroughout the year. However, at the end of the
day, when there's a mechanismto address our
needs and show our voice being heard, there is no
foll owthrough. There is no real support.

What our AAPI comunity needs is
nore than pretty words. W need to see real
support, real actions. W need to put noney
where our nouth is

For this reason, Madam President, |
proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Chu to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Kennedy to explain his vote.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise in support of this bill that
will bring tens of mllions of dollars to
Western New York and the comrunity that
represent.

There's a lot to be proud of in this
bill. First and forenost, education. W're

dedicating $10 mllion to Say Yes to Education
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Buffalo, the first of the four-year installnments
in this budget, $2.5 mllion, building on the
i nvestment the state has al ready nade.

And Say Yes to Education has been an
absol ute game-changer in the Buffalo public
school s over the last eight years. The rate of
graduati on have gone from bel ow water --

48 percent -- to 79 percent, and the trajectory
continues to rise through the efforts of

dedi cat ed anbassadors, donors, nentors, staff and
vol unt eers.

Say Yes has energed as an agent for
true change, and | want to recognize those that
wor ked so hard with the Say Yes program each and
every day. This is a victory for themand their
hard work, especially David Rust and all of those
out st andi ng team nmenbers that he surrounds
himself with. They're doing God s work.

We're also investing in our
wor kf orce and our greater econony, dedicating
$6.5 million to the Wrkforce Devel oprment
Institute as well as $200,000 to the Western
New York buil ding trades pre-apprenticeship
program $200,000 to the Western New York Counci

on Cccupational Health and Safety. W all know
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in this post-pandeni c econony, as we're worKking
to get people back to work, we need to provide
themwi th the training that they need in order to
take the jobs of tonorrow.

And we're stepping up health
di sparity connectivity with the conmunity of the
underserved, where we're dedicating $5 mllion to
Native health clinics. W're also dedicating
$2 mllion to Double Up Food Bucks, where data
shows 2.5 mllion New Yorkers struggle to afford
all the food that they need, with 32 percent of
t hose New Yorkers being children. These
Doubl e Up Food Bucks have been an extraordi nary
godsend to our comrunity and to conmunities
across New York State.

And finally, Madam President, we're
investing in grassroots organi zations |ike
Save the M chaels of the Wrld and the Center for
El der Law and Justice, who are the boots on the
ground connecting individuals and famlies with
the help they need in sonme of their darkest
hour s.

| believe this budget bill noves us
forward as a community and as a state, and |'m

proud to vote aye. Thank you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Kennedy to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Weber to explain his vote.

SENATOR WEBER: Thank you,

Madam Speaker .

After many fires and concerns over
code enforcenent in the Village of Spring Vall ey,
in late 2021 the Secretary of State essentially
deputi zed the County of Rockland to take over
code enforcenent responsibilities in the village.

In the 2022- 2023 budget our | ocal
state elected officials at the tinme secured
$500, 000 to of fset expenses for the code
enforcenent. State representatives including
nmysel f, Ken Zebrowski, John McGowan, nmet wth our
county executive, Ed Day, a few nonths ago, where
he had asked us to secure an additional $500, 000
to support these ongoi ng code enforcenent
efforts. I'mglad to see this -- an additional
$500, 000 included in this year's budget to help
continue to support these code enforcenent
responsi bilities and expenses.

" mextrenmely concerned, though,
with the eFMAP adninistrative action that's part

of this Medicaid budget. The county executi ve,
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t he bipartisan county |egislators in Rockland
County have done a great job over the |ast nunber
of years being great stewards of our county's
finances. They can't afford right now to | ose
$2.2 million in aid this year, or $8.7 mllion
when fully phased in.

This will be very detrinental to the
t axpayers in Rockland County. | can't in good
consci ence push this down to the property
t axpayers in Rockland County. | will be voting
no on this budget bill.

But | want to thank this body for
supporting the code enforcenent efforts that are
going on in our county. Thank you very much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Weber to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Martins to explain his vote.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, as | said earlier, I'll be
voting no on this bill. You know, if we were
tal king about a transfer of responsibility to the
tune of several hundred mllion dollars to our
counties and to our |ocal property taxpayers, at

atime when the state was in deficit or dealing
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with difficult tinmes financially, we could have
t hat di scussi on.

But as we all know in this chanber,
and as everyone is very proud of saying, this
state has a surplus. And in the context of a
surplus, for us to be | ooking at passing costs on
to local counties -- that's going to be passed on
to | ocal property taxpayers -- is frankly
unbel i evabl e.

The fact that we're sitting here
tal ki ng about passing tens of mllions of dollars
to my county, hundreds of mllions of dollars to
property taxpayers across this state, and think
it's okay, is unbelievable. Wether it's the
Governor's decision, whether it's this body's
deci si on, whoever it is, it's unacceptable in
t hese days for us to be | ooking at passing these
costs on to our |local property taxpayers.

And as |'ve said before,

Madam President, 1'Il be voting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Martins to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Serrano to explain his vote.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you very

much, Madam Presi dent.
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It is a pleasure to rise in support
of this legislation -- in particular, the
i ncreased funding for the arts and culture. The
arts and culture is something that | think we all
can agree is significantly inportant to our
state. And during the pandemic, the arts
organi zati ons were unfortunately the first to
cl ose and the | ast to reopen.

And as we continue to recover from
the pandemc, we rely very heavily on the arts
and cultural sector to help us recover.

Qobvi ously economi cally, because we know t hat they
are a major econom c engine for the State of

New York, but also enotionally, as we continue to
grapple with all the trauna that the pandem c
brought upon our state.

| think it's inmportant to continue
to view the arts as sonmething that is far nore
t han somet hing aesthetically pleasing, but
actually something that is transformative. The
arts and artists provide that perfect vehicle for
soci al discussion, for issues that need to be
di scussed, oftentinmes challenging us to face a
| ot of the issues of our day that we woul dn't

normal |y face.
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But the arts do it in a unique way
that brings all of us together, in a way that
allows us to coal esce on a solution and better
days.

So I"'mjust so grateful to all of ny
col | eagues; to our | eader, Andrea
Stewart - Cousins, for her |eadership on securing
additional arts funding; to nmy good friend
Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, for his nmany years of
vocal advocacy for the arts.

And | hope that as we continue to
nove forward and we show our priorities as a
state, that we continue to build upon the need to
support the arts and artists across the State of
New Yor k.

| vote yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Serrano to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Ryan to explain his vote.

SENATOR RYAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| have five reasons why the Aid to
Localities is a good budget bill and I'"'mgoing to
vote for it.

The first reason. W restored noney
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fully for the Refugee Resettlenent Program The
refugee resettl enent program hel ps people in
need, hel ps the recipient comunities grow their
econonies grow their cultures, grow their school
districts. Back before 2017, New York was
settling 5,000 refugees a year. W left the

i nternational conmmunity for four years, but we're
back, we're headi ng back up to that 5,000 nunber,
and we need to keep it grow ng.

We invested in university-based
research. So nunber two reason, the Centers for
Advanced Technol ogy hel p link research going on
in universities, helps to turn that research into
private-sector investnment. The same with the
COEs program the Centers for Excellence. Sane
t hi ng, matching university based research
appl ying that to our econony.

The fourth reason is the HOPP
program The HOPP program provi des assi stance
for hel ping people stay in their house. The best
homel ess prevention programis keeping people in
their hones. And too |ong New Yorkers have been
ki cked out of their houses during foreclosure
process. The HOPP program has hel ped over

15, 000 people stay in their hones.
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And the fifth and final reason, the
reason you' ve been waiting for, Madam Speaker, is
the Upstate Theater Fund. W' re taking 13
historic theaters, putting $5 mllion of
operating noney into them allowng themto
expand their prograns.

Thi s program was spear headed by ny
col | eague Jereny Cooney, who should be sitting in
this chair, but he's hone recuperating. And we
wi sh Jereny Cooney well in recuperating, and we
congratul ate himon securing this inportant
f undi ng.

Thank you, Madam Speaker, and | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ryan to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator O Mara to explain his vote.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

And clearly one of the problenms with
rushing these bills through without -- with
nmessages of necessity is that things get
overl ooked. And this has been brought to ny
attention, and | think it explains the eFMAP

situation that we're dealing with of $760 mllion
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to the counties.

That in this budget of Aid to
Localities is a billion dollars to New York City
for the mgrant crisis they have, that the city
brought upon thensel ves by beconm ng a sanctuary
city. So now all of New York State taxpayers are
suffering this $770 mllion hit to their FMAP to
offset this billion dollars. That is why we're
not hearing a peep out of New York City about the
| oss of this $400 mllion.

It's wong, and that's the problem
with rushing these bills through.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
O Mara to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Stavi sky to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you. Very
briefly, Madam Presi dent.

This is the budget that provides
operating aid for the SUNY and CUNY col |l eges so
that there is no increase in tuition, as |
nmenti oned earlier. And when you vote no, you're
voti ng agai nst operating aid for SUNY and CUNY.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
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Stavi sky to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 721, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
720, Senate Print 4001B, Senate Budget Bill, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Wuld the sponsor yield for
some questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: What is
t he subject, Senator Wal czyk?

SENATOR WALCZYK: On the Judiciary

portion.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Way not .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Way not,
she says. The Senator vyields.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Through you, Madam President, we've
had sonme changes in the judiciary recently. W
debated themin this chanber. W have a new
chief judge, we'll have a new adm nistrator. And
so |'ve been | ooking at sonme of the things that
we' ve seen fromthe Judiciary in the past.

The Bronx Hall of Justice stood out.
I n past years they had a budget for the Bronx
Hal | of Justice of $325 million. |Its final cost
when construction was conplete was $420 mlli on,
but then they've already seen $50 million in
repairs. | knowthis is a | ong-w nded questi on.

Are there neasures within this
budget that will protect, you know, waste, fraud
and abuse, or provide some oversight in the
Judiciary when it conmes to massive and expensive
construction projects like this?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. W don't know of anything
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specific in this bill that addresses eval uating
t he capital expenses of the Judiciary.

| gather the Hall of Justice in the
Bronx is the Bronx Courthouse. |'mjust checking
with nmy Bronx col |l eague. And so they were
bui | di ng a new Bronx courthouse? |'msorry,
maybe it's not fair, |I'msorry.

|"mnot sure, but |'massum ng
that this is a new Bronx courthouse and there
were overruns in the cost. So | don't actually
know whet her there is any authority within the
Legi sl ature or sonme other state agency to
questi on expenses when there are overruns on a
capital building construction.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Judge Di Fi ore,
when she was chief judge, also spent a mllion

dollars a year on a 24/7 chauffeur. |If we're
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i ncreasi ng the Judiciary budget to neet their
request here, are there any neasures of
accountability to ensure that that type of abuse
won't happen in the Judiciary this tinme around?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.) So
we rai sed many concerns about expenditures by the
Judiciary, particularly the ex-chief judge,
Janet Di Fiore. But unfortunately we were not
able to get that |anguage through in three-way
negotiations into the bill.

| personally don't think that this
house has given up on our efforts to create nore
accountability by the Judiciary -- not just on
their expenditures, as you're raising it as an
exanple with that $1 mllion, but with any nunber
of issues that we feel that they should have
greater transparency and nore accountability to
t he governnent for.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Last year's
budget for the Judiciary was at $3.3 billion.
|"mreading this year's is at 3.4 billion, is
t hat correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: How do we
anticipate the additional 100 mllion will be
spent ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.)
kay. So there would be -- an increase is nmainly
attributable to the increase in judgeships, an
increase in the staffing |levels, collective
bar gai ni ng agreenents with their unions, and
potential cost of |egislatively enacted hourly
rates for 18B attorneys.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
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Madam Presi dent, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Do we have any
guarantees fromthe Legislature -- or fromthe
Judiciary, or is there anything in this bill that
woul d require fromthe Judiciary anything in
regards to disposition rates or backl ogs across
our court system sone that have plagued them
pre-COVID and still do today?

SENATOR KRUECGER: So we know,
again, we were asking for nore transparency and
nore accountability and reporting to the
Legislature. Unfortunately, we were not able to
come up with a three-way agreenment on the
i nportance of this.

But again, | do believe that this
house is very interested in noving, through
statute, to get these requirenents put into place
so that we can get answers to why do we have

backl ogs and what is the rate at which cases are
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being dealt with in different courts.

So | guess | want to go on record as
sharing ny coll eague's concern for these issues
and believing that the state can do nuch better
in hol ding our court system accountable to the
peopl e for how they spend their noney.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

And t hrough you, Madam President, if
t he sponsor would continue to yield on the
Legi slature portion of this budget bill.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: When i s the next
f ederal census?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Every 10 years.
And | believe it is two years before we actually
i mpl enent redistricting. So would that be 20307

|"mgetting a head nod from soneone
| trust. So 2030.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you

Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
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yi el d.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

Yes, the Senator vyields.

SENATOR WALCZYK: That's great.
You ski pped a coupl e of questions forward for ne.

If we're not doing redistricting
until 2030, why would we put $4 nillion in here,
inthis bill, for the Independent Redistricting
Comm ssion for this follow ng year?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.)
Because they're conpleting their work. They only
put out maps two weeks ago, apparently, because
this is ajoint redistricting conm ssion for both
houses of the Legislature. And as we know, the
Assenbly is on a bit of a different schedul e than
we turned out to be.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Two hundr ed
twenty-nine billion dollars of other people's

noney, W thout accountability and a

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3544

responsibility that they expect -- there is too
much spending and too little accountability.

And I'Il be voting no and encourage
nmy col |l eagues to do the sane.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Senator Martins, why do you rise?

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you. |If
t he sponsor would yield to a few questi ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Sure. \Wat topic
are we on?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: What
topi c, Senator?

SENATCOR MARTI NS: The Commi ssi on on
the Long |sland Power Authority.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Ckay.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Long | sl and Power Authority.

The Senator yields.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Now, | notice

that in this bill thereis a $2 mllion
allocation, $2 mllion, for the Long Island
Power Authority's -- or the Conm ssion on the
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Long | sl and Power Authority.
SENATOR KRUEGER
| egi sl ati ve conmm ssion. That

SENATOR MARTI NS:

s that right?

It's a

is correct.

And that's

$2 million that we're --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Are you
aski ng Senat or Krueger if she yields?

SENATOR MARTI NS: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent, ny apol ogi es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: No
probl em

SENATOR MARTI NS: | f the sponsor
woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Now, do we expect
that the comm ssion will continue to neet and to
exerci se any function at all between now and the
end of our fiscal year, March of 20247?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Apparent |y
they' ve just released a draft report a couple of

weeks ago, so they're now planning for public
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heari ngs on the report and do expect to continue
their work.

SENATOR MARTI NS: | f the sponsor
woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: You know, there's
a sense out there -- at |east we've heard that
the comm ssion is expecting to rel ease a final
report and will be introducing legislation to
this body before the end of this session. Have
you heard anything to that effect?

SENATOR KRUECGER: The conmi ssi on
has done the draft report. They are planning the
public hearings. And we have heard not hi ng about
atimng for the final report or proposed
| egislation at this tine.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
if the sponsor would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So out of the
$2 million | see that there's $750,000 that's
al |l ocated for personal services, regular. |It's
all ocated. Can you tell ne how nmany enpl oyees
t he commi ssion has?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | don't know at
this point. | suppose the Conptroller's office
m ght be able to be of assistance in tracking how
noni es are being spent. Although probably we
can't find themat 10:25 tonight.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
if the sponsor would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So is this -- was
this a simlar allocation or same allocation in
the prior fiscal year as they are seeking this
fiscal year?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.) So

my understanding is that it is a continuation of
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reappropriation of unspent nonies fromlast year.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Do we know how
much noney was reappropriated fromthat prior
al l ocation and how nuch of this $2 mllion is new
noney?

SENATOR KRUEGER: The full 2
mllion.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So | know t hat

the comm ssion has staff, has an executive

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3549

director. Wre they paid during this last fiscal
year, or were they volunteers, or was it
sonmething else, if the sponsor knows?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.) |
stand corrected on the earlier statenment. The
$2 million was put in |ast year's budget. Sone
anount of it has been spent on staff.

The menbers of the conm ssion are
not paid. W don't know the exact anount of how
much has been spent of that 2 mllion. But the
remai nder of that 2 mllion is what is being
reappropriated to be used in this new year, so to
speak.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, if the sponsor would yield for one
nore question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUECGER: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

And just to be clear, so the tota

appropriation for the commi ssion |ast year and
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this year will not exceed the $2 million that was
originally allocated |last year. |s that your
under st andi ng?

SENATOR KRUEGER: That's correct.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you. No
further -- thank you, Madam President. Thank
you, Senator Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 720, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,

Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,
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O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
can we take up the report of the
Finance Conmttee that's at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is a
report of the Finance Commttee at the desk.
Pl ease take that up

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the
following bill:

Senate Print 4000D, Senate Budget
Bill, an act naking appropriations for the
support of governnent.

The bill is reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Finance Conmttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al'l those

in favor of accepting the report of the Finance
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Comm ttee signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The report
i s adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
t he suppl enental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
724, Senate Print 4000D, Senate Budget Bill, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is a
nessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nessage of necessity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the nmessage pl ease signify

by sayi ng aye.
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(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed?

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
nmessage i s accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
724, Senate Print 4000D, Senate Budget Bill, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Wal czyk to explain his vote.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent, to explain my vote.

The State Board of Elections is
funded in this bill at $38.8 mllion. That

includes $14 million which will pay for staff at
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t he Public Canpai gn Fi nance Board.

| f you do sonme quick math, we had a
gubernatorial election recently; 5.6 mllion
New Yorkers voted in it. That neans just for the
staff at the Public Canpai gn Finance Board, which
woul d oversee the public dollars that are spent
on earning their vote, their own taxpayer noney,
that's $2.50 per voter.

And if you add in the $35 million
that this body is already |looking to grab in
taxes fromthose people in order to try and earn
their vote back for these political canpaigns,
the grand total is $8.75 right now, before
t hey' re done spendi ng on public canpaign finance
or taxpayer-funded canpai gns.

On behal f of the outraged
New Yor kers who don't want their taxes going to
your political canpaigns, | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Wal czyk to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Borrello to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Two hundred and twenty-nine

billion dollars. That works out to $627 mllion
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a day, 365 days a year.

| spoke to sone bankers this
norni ng. There are banks that don't have that
many dol | ars under managenent. And yet we spend
that much every single day.

And what do we get for that? Well,
we get one in three New Yorkers on Medicaid. You
know, we get a | ot of other supports. And there
are some good things, no doubt -- education and
so forth.

But yeah, we couldn't even fund
school lunches for all kids in this budget. W
stol e noney away from our counties, which just
nmeans they're going to raise property taxes. For
$627 mllion a day -- a day -- we couldn't find a
way to stop from stealing noney from property
taxpayers in New York State. |It's shameful.

|"mvoting no. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Kennedy to explain his vote.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| just quickly want to, nunber one,

thank the | eadership again for their diligence in
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maki ng sure that the right things were included
inthis part of the bill, budget bill.

And | want to recognize a piece of
t his budget that adds additional funding for
10 state railroad inspectors -- nearly doubling
the noney for railroad i nspectors here in the
State of New York.

And | want to recognize
Senat or Hi nchey for her |eadership in working
with nyself and the Transportation Conmttee and
Leader Stewart-Cousins in getting this added to
t he budget following the tragic train
derail ment -- one of a nunber of derail nents
across North Anerica -- just several nonths ago.
We recogni zed that we need nore inspectors across
the State of New York. This budget does just
that. W're going to make the rails and
comunities to which those rails go through here
in the state safer for all involved.

Wth that, Madam President, | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Kennedy to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar 724, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the supplenental cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

The budget is conplete, the Knicks
have won, this is a good night.

(Laugher; appl ause.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can you pl ease
recogni ze Senator Ott for renarks.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or

SENATOR ORTT: | want to thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank -- first | want to
thank all ny colleagues for their participation

t hese | ast several days.
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| would like to thank Majority
Leader Senator Stewart-Cousins for her work and
comuni cation with nme during this process.

| would Iike to thank
Senator G anaris for his work on the floor.

And of course | want to thank ny
conference for your patience during this process,
for your debate today on the floor and yesterday.
I'd like to thank our Finance ranker,

Senat or O Mara, who not only sat through, |ike
Senat or Krueger, a nonth of budget committee
neetings, but then all our Finance Committee
neetings, but then also | ed our floor debate
these last two days. So I'd like to thank him

I'd like to al so thank our fl oor
| eader and deputy | eader, Senator Lanza, for his
work dealing with me, dealing with
Senator G anaris. No one should have to deal
with both, and he does.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ORTT: So | very much
appreciate his patience in that process.

| have to thank the staff -- our
staff, the Majority staff. You know, we stand up

here and debate, and no doubt put a | ot of work
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in and a ot of effort and a | ot of thought, but
there are a | ot of people whose nanes New Yorkers
wi |l never know who spend a | ot of tine going

t hrough these bills, briefing individual

Senators, briefing the conferences, negotiating
the bills to begin with. And it can be sonetinmes
t hankl ess, or maybe seemthankless. So this is
one of these rare nonents when | think we can
publicly thank the staff, counsel and Fi nance
office certainly for the Mnority Conference, as
wel | as our counterparts on the Majority.

They say good things cone to those
who wait. Certainly fromny vantage point,
New Yor kers should have to wait a little | onger,

t hen, because | do not see this as -- this budget
as a good thing. Just by way of getting it out
of the way, yes, there's always good things in a
budget. \When you spend $229 billion, there's
going to be a few good things in there. And
there are sone good things in this budget.

But there are many things in this
budget that do not solve the issue that is facing
New York State, but exacerbate the problens
faci ng New Yorkers.

Thi s budget does not help with
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inflation. 1In fact, it will contribute to it.

It will make inflation and the causes of
inflation worse. W talk and we hear a | ot about
peopl e | eaving New York State. Does anyone
think, truly, that this budget is going to solve
t hat issue?

We heard the Governor and others
tal k about the need for nore affordabl e housing,
that we needed to build nmore housing in New York
State, that the dream-- that's inportant,
because the dream of honmeownership i s sonething
that is really tied to the idea of the American
dream to own your own hone.

And yet, putting the lack of a -- |
guess a housing plan or what have you aside, we
have a ban on natural gas and fossil fuel hookups
to include gas stoves. Lest anyone say or
continue to try to say that that is not part of
the ban, it is. And it's in new construction, so
new homes. Which neans the cost of building new
homes wil|l be nore expensive. |If you don't
bel i eve nme, ask a hone buil der.

Now, | doubt anyone has done that,
because we know we pass a lot of things in this

chanber without talking to the people who
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actual ly know about the thing that we're doing.
And | won't bore everybody, because of the hour,
with all of the litany of |egislation that we've
done that on, but certainly when it cones to new
home construction, the ban on fossil fuel natural
gas hookups for commercial and residential wll
increase the costs to build here in New York

And therein lies the reason why we
don't have nore affordable housing. Because it's
expensive to build in New York. It's already
expensive. W are naking it nore expensive. And
that's why people who do these things, who do it
to make noney, they're going to do themin
New Jersey and Pennsyl vani a and Connecticut. Not
even raging red states. Those are bl ue states.
Those are liberal states. And it's even nore
af fordabl e there.

So we're not hel pi ng peopl e achi eve
the idea of home ownership when we do things |ike
banni ng fossil fuel and natural gas hookups.
Forget the fact that banning a form of energy has
to be I think one of the worst ideas when you
t hi nk about, from an energency managenent
standpoint, in the Gty of Buffalo, Wstern New

York, we lost alnobst 50 people as a result of a
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blizzard. Most of those people lost electric.
They | ost power, the ever-reliable electric.

And we're going to go all-electric
for all of our buildings going forward. And | est
anyone at hone thinks, Well, you know, | live in
an old house and | have a gas stove and so |I'm
going to be okay, the people like -- our
conpani es |i ke National Fuel, who enploy a | ot of
people in Western New York and across New York
State, as well as other utilities that provide
natural gas, they are going to sinply -- they're
goi ng to make busi ness decisions as a result of
what we're doing. Because they will not be able
to grow their custoner base. So they're going to
make deci sions about infrastructure that's going
to have an inpact even on people that this | aw
does not directly inpact today.

And | have no doubt that some of ny
col | eagues across the aisle will be back at
this -- to save the planet, of course -- as early
maybe as tonorrow.

So that's one policy. W can talk
about the intercept of Medicaid funding, the
eFMAP, which I'm sure nost New Yorkers have never

heard of before. Right? These are governnent
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terms. W all -- maybe sone of us don't even
know what those were before today.

But here's what it neans for
everyone in this chanber. Everybody. You are --
t hese who voted for this budget, you can talk
about 100,000 for a sewer line here or for this
school or for this not-for-profit, and that's
good. It's good. Those are good things. But it
doesn't whitewash the fact that you are voting to
rai se property taxes on your constituents.

You have voted, the Majority has
voted to raise property taxes on their
constituents, who already pay sone of the highest
property taxes in the country. Certainly if you
live on Long Island, you do. In the Hudson
Val l ey, you do. And per capita in Western

New York you certainly do.

So you can't get around it. It's
true. It's not my opinion, it's not froma
certain perspective. It is fact. On top of al

the mandates, at a tine when we're spendi ng

$229 billion -- Madam President, $229 billion is
a lot of noney. |'ve never seen it, $229
billion, but it's a lot of noney. | have a hard

time wapping ny mnd around that.
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And we've -- |'ve said this over
time and time again. Just the increase over the
| ast five years is larger than nost -- than
budgets in thirty -- | think 35 states. Just the
i ncrease we've gone up in the last five years,
| et alone the total anount.

And still the $229 billion we had,
we had to find a way to take noney that counties
had al ready budgeted and were counting on. It
wasn't enough. So we're putting nore pressure on
people's attenpts to buy new hones, build new
homes, on their energy bills, on reliability.
We're increasing their taxes, there's no tw ways
about that. W're -- of course we're increasing
spendi ng, because that's what we do better than
anywhere in the world. As |'ve said before, if
spendi ng noney coul d nake our state nore
affordable, we'd be the nost affordable state.
And yet we're not. Nobody would say different
her e.

|"ve heard ny col | eagues across the
ai sle say we are not an affordable state. And
they're right. But it never seens to dawn on us
that maybe it's the policies com ng out of

budgets |ike these that nmake our state |ess
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af f ordabl e, that cause people to seek
opportunity, to seek freedom personal freedom
and econom c freedom in other states. That's
why we're losing people. It's the climte, al
right. 1It's the economc clinmate here in

New York. It's the affordability climate.

Thi s budget does not nake things
nore affordable. | know there's a m ni mum wage
increase in this budget. And |I know how m ni mum
wage polls, because | know nost people think, You
know what, putting noney in the pockets of
wor ki ng people, that's sonmething | can get
behind. And that's sonmething we all can get
behi nd.

But you know what happens when we do
it? Here's what really happens, the dirty secret
t hat one ever tal ks about. W raise the m nimum
wage for |ow skilled workers, and you know what
happens? First of all, the cost of basic goods
and services goes up. And so whatever they got
of the increase is gobbled up when they go to the
gas punp, when they go to the grocery store, when
they go to the daycare center, it's gone. They
don't see it.

But you know what el se happens?
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Conpani es |i ke McDonal d's, where they have a | ot
of lowskilled jobs, they elimnate those jobs,
and they go to fully automatic, like they're
doing in Colorado and |like they no doubt will do
here. And so what ends up happening is you have
| ess lowskilled jobs, you have |ess m ni mumwage
j obs, because conpani es nake a deci sion that
we're going to have | ess peopl e.

So maybe sonebody ends up
benefiting. Maybe sonebody will see $21 or 17.
Most conpani es today in New York aren't even
payi ng m ni rum wage because the econony nandates
or dictates that they pay nore. But very often
t hese | aws, these things we do here, hurt the
very people we purport that we are hel ping.

So | can't stand, or nor will I, and
be told that | don't care about working people.
My parents were working people. M nom cl eaned
houses to put ne and ny sister through
hi gh school and college. The first tine | was in
a country club was when | was running for
State Senate.

But | know the dirty secret, which
is many times these platitudes that we put out

there don't help the very people that we tel
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everybody it's helping. And sonetines the people
who we' re supposed to be hel ping, they're too
busy working two and three jobs to really do the
work to find out that this isn't hel ping them
that these things are the reason why they're
having a harder tine finding enploynment, why
conpani es are going fully automated.

Not the | east of which is what it
will do to our farmers we continue to hanmer.
Yeah, we put sone noney into Cornell so we can
continue to do research, and that's inportant.
So we can continue to produce apples so we can
have nore cider and nore wineries. And that's a
good thing. It's a good thing for New Yorkers.
It's certainly a good thing for soneone |ike
nmysel f who represents a rural district, and many
of ny menbers.

But where it's not good is the farns
who will not be able to continue to be in
busi ness because they can't continue to pay the
costs. They're barely at the margins today, if
they' re even breaking even. Mst of themare
| osi ng noney. Most of them have the banks
breat hi ng down their necks because they already

owe hundreds of thousands of dollars in | oans.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3568

And now we're going to hit them
again. M ninmum wage increase, 2017. FarmFair
Labor Act, 2019. Another nm ni mum wage i ncrease,
2023. Let's see how nuch they can take before
they're done. Let's see how much they can handl e
before agriculture isn't the nunber-one econom c
driver in New York State anynore and food has to
cost nore than it does because we've got to bring
it in fromother states or other countries with
| oner food-quality standards than we have here in
New York. One of those exanples, again, where
policy doesn't add up to the rhetoric.

And I'Il close -- we know this
budget was | ate because of bail, largely,
crimnal justice. The Governor was pushing a
bai | change, a very nodest bail change, by al
accounts. Now, | believe it was being pushed not
for public safety but because of politics. And
yet that nodest change was too nuch for ny
col | eagues in both the Majority here and in the
Majority in the Assenbly.

They were proud of the cashl ess bai
change they passed in 2019. Many of themstill
are proud. They feel that there's no correlation

bet ween that and increases in crine. And |
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believe there is. But we can sit there and fight
about that all day long. Here's what | would
argue. \What are we doing to stop the crine

probl emin New York? What policies are coni ng
forward in this budget that stop it?

What | will tell you is this. The
bai | change by my col |l eagues’ own -- their own
characterization, is that it's not a change at
all. There's no change. There's no change to
the crimes that were bail-eligible or not
bail-eligible. It's a clarification. Apparently
the judges we have in New York aren't smart
enough to understand the law. That's what |
heard over and over again. They don't understand
t he | anguage. These are people who went to
| aw school, people who have been judges for a
long tine -- people |ike the folks we just put on
the high court, | guess -- that don't quite
under stand what "least restrictive neans" neant.

But now it's gone, replaced by new
| anguage, to be a little nore clear. And | think
we're going to see the sanme exact thing. And so
the question | would have, unfortunately for the
Governor, is we held up a budget for over a

mont h, and no doubt we had to trade for sone

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3570

really bad policies for New Yorkers that are
going to increase their energy bills, their

t axes, going to make housi ng nore expensive,
going to make farm ng nore expensive, going to
hurt wor ki ng peopl e.

And all to get a bail change that by
all accounts fromthe fol ks who negotiated the
change, who drew up the initial policy, will tel
you is not really a change.

And so | can't find enough good
reasons to vote certainly for this budget. This
budget does not help New York. It continues us
on the path we're on. [It's not even managi ng the
decay. |It's exacerbating it. As ny good friend
Senat or Lanza said, as we were waiting for the
budget, Madam President, we sort of felt in our
conference like we were waiting for the asteroid
to hit. And it's |landed, unfortunately, and it's
| anded for New Yorkers.

Because, you know, |'ve heard ny
col | eagues say this -- and I'll close with this.
There was a debate a couple of weeks ago, and |
heard sonme of ny col | eagues say, you know, we
know it's tough being in the Mnority. And of

course sonme of themactually do know it's tough
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being in the Mnority. Some of the fol ks who
made the conment actually don't know, because
t hey' ve never been in the Mnority.

But it is tough being in the
Mnority. That's no news flash. But that really
m sses the point, Madam President. Because this
budget isn't tough because we're in the Mnority,
this budget's tough if you're a farner. This
budget's tough if you own a small business. This
budget is tough if you were looking to build a
home here in New York. This budget is tough if
you care about your energy costs. This budget is
tough if you're a working person in New York
That's who this -- that's who's tough to be in
New Yor k.

And these folks aren't in the
mnority. | think they're in the majority. |
t hi nk nost New Yorkers feel exactly as | just
outlined. Unfortunately, this budget doesn't do
anyt hing to address those concerns.

So, Madam President, while |
appreciate the work that goes into this --
because bad budget, good budget, the same anount
of work has to go into it to get us here. And |

have no doubt that mny coll eagues on the other
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side and the staff put a lot of work in to get us
to this point. But make it -- make no m st ake,
this budget is not good for the people of
New York. |I'mnot even going to limt it to the
people | represent. |It's not good for anybody in
the State of New York. It does not nove the
state forward. It does not put us on a path to
success. And | think we're going to | ook back
years from now and rue the day that this budget
was passed and signed into | aw.

So with that, Madam President, |
t hank you for your indulgence. | wll be voting
no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
pl ease recogni ze Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Maj ority
Leader Stewart- Cousins.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so much, Madam Presi dent.

And actually I want to thank all of
our presiding officers over the past couple of
days, Senator Bailey and Senator Persaud and

certainly you. It has been a spirited debate,
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and | know that we have waited for me to say this
is the end. 1've been chronicling throughout,
and finally we are here.

But of course we couldn't be here
wi thout the incredible, intrepid Senator Liz
Krueger. Thank you so rmuch for what you do.

(Ext ended appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And |
won't ignore the fact that your partner,

Senator O Mara there as well, sits through these
t hi ngs and appreciate -- appreciate, |'msure,

not only the partnership, but what you' ve | earned
from Senat or Krueger over the years. W all do.

And | al so want to thank --

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And of
course to ny own deputy and the floor |eader, the
deputy | eader, Senator M ke G anaris. Thank you
for always making sure that this plane | ands and
it lands exactly where it should and as it is
shoul d. Thank you so much

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And of
course, like Senator Ortt says, Senator Lanza has

to listen to himand everybody el se here. And |
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will say thank you, Senator Lanza, as well,
because | know that you all work very, very well
together to get it all done. And that is not

unnoticed, so thank you. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: | want to
t hank the Governor, the Speaker -- Senator Ott.
|"msorry, | was just so enthralled by what you

were saying that | forgot to thank you
(Laughter.)
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank

you.
(Appl ause.)
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: | can say
nore --
(Laughter.)
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: But |
will say, you know, we do, we try and keep

comuni cations. And certainly we have been on
that side. As | say, the better part of a
hundred years we were on that side. So --
(laughing) not all of us here, but --
(Laughter.)
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: It just

feels like it. But so -- so we know, | know
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Senat or Breslin says he renenbers --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: So we get
it. And sonetinmes, you know, you just, you know,
just sit and wait. So |I'm conscious of that. So
we want to nmake sure that you're engaged and your
time is spent at |east knowi ng what the next
thing is going to be. So thank you.

| wanted, as | said, to thank the

staff, incredible staff on both sides. But in ny

world here, I want to give a special shout out to
the secretary of Finance, Dave Friedfel. Were's
Dave?

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: E. K
Eric Katz.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Sonmeone
you may not know, but instrunental in our team
Leah Gol dman, who is now our director of
i ntergovernnental affairs.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And of
course sonebody that nobody knows, our

comuni cations director, M ke Mirphy.
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(Laught er; appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And |
think we all want to thank Al e Paulino, who makes
sure --

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- that
we are confortable in the house.

So | want to thank ny Senat ors.
tell themall the tinme that they are an
i ncredi ble group of public servants. And this
just takes nothing away from ny col | eagues on the
other side of the aisle; | don't have the
privilege to work with you day to day. | don't
doubt that you are as committed as everyone in
this chanber. So thank you for all that you do.

For ne, who gets to, you know, spend
so nmuch of my tinme with this group of people, |
say to you, you are extraordinary. Please, thank
you, give yourselves appl ause, that we have

actually nmade it.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: | have to
remenber to look -- and |I've got to | ook over
there too (indicating). I'msorry, | forget.

Il will tell you, you got credit for
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themon the first day. You know, | actually had
soneone in the chanber who, when we were -- you
know, our swearing-in day. And ny -- yes, |I'm
sorry, I'mforgetting you (gesturing).

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And
they're like, there's nore diversity over there
than | thought. | said yeah.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: So you do
get credit for the Senate Denocrats.

But again, | think it's good.
spent sone time over there sitting next to
Republ i cans, and it actually worked out well.
got some things done because you build
relationships. And I think part of what's
happened certainly during COVID, we haven't had a
chance, really, to build relationships. So we
wi nd up showi ng up and doi ng what we do and then
goi ng our separate ways. So I'd like to take
sonme tinme for sone levity that so that we can
you know, not only do the hard work but enjoy
each ot her.

(Appl ause.)
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
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you.

And now | get to explain why this is
a great budget. And I know the hour for us is
early, but I won't be too long. But | think it's
i nportant that New Yorkers actually know what
t hey' ve got here.

And it is alittle later than we
expected. And it's hard to appreciate all the
nmovi ng parts behind the scene, and all the people
who nade it possible.

But when we enbarked on this
2023- 2024 budget, our mssion was to forge a nore
af f ordabl e New York where no one could be priced
out of their livelihoods and where greater
opportunities for all were funded at every turn.

After guiding our state through the
wor st of the pandem c, and successfully
stabilizing our workforce, passing a budget that
woul d fund New York fromthe bottom up was the
next step in our econom c recovery. Wile many
of the top saw their profit |ines grow throughout
t hese past years, mddle- and working-cl ass
New Yor kers continue to be stretched from both
ends. W needed to bol ster an econony that

builds fromthe mddle out and pulls fromthe
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| onest rung to the top

And that neant taking historic steps
to ease the pain that everyday househol ds have
been enduring for years, and create new pat hways
for prosperity in every community and for every
famly. It neant fully funding bedrock soci al
policies |ike public education, free school neals
and childcare, while not only lifting fam|lies up
but hel ping them build generational stability for
years to cone.

It al so neant continuing to invest
in communities thensel ves, by strengthening
public safety and outreach services while
expanding Main Streets and supporting | ocal
economes. And it neant building towards a nore
sustai nable future so that the strides we nake
today can be fully enjoyed by the New Yorkers of
t onor r ow.

|"m proud to say that today we
passed a state budget that funds these objectives
and directly benefits the hardworking peopl e of
New York, starting first and forenbst with
transformative investnents into our public
education system frompre-K all the way to

col | ege.
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We are the Education Conference for
a reason. Two years ago we set out to create a
cradl e-to-col | ege pipeline that supports our
children's excellence at every stage of
devel opnent. And now, for the first time ever,
we will fully fund Foundation Aid, ensuring that
each public school is equally provided for
t hr oughout New York

W' ve rejected --

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: W' ve
rejected any tuition hikes to in-state SUNY and
CUNY rates, keeping higher education within the
econom ¢ reach of all of New York's students and
ensuring no one is priced out of the education
t hey' ve earned.

In a | ong-overdue step, we're al so
fundi ng universal free school neals for mllions
of children so that no student's ability to | earn
will be affected by hunger. And this program
will help keep noney in the pockets of so many
parents and caregivers. These are commbnsense
policies that will rmake seismc differences in
our conmunities.

W're also lifting the burden
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further on working famlies with an eye towards
ensuring parents won't have to choose between a
paycheck and raising their children. That's why
we' ve expanded our efforts and increased funding
for universal pre-K and childcare. W're also
investing 25 mllion to support the

enpl oyer - provi ded childcare credit, and expanded
the child tax credit to include children under
four years old, a necessary threshold for so nany
wor king fam i es.

When we invest in |ocal social
progranms and services, we're investing in the
wel | -being of the community. That's why, in
addition to robust education funding, we al so
took maj or steps to strengthen the healthcare
infrastructure that supports our every need.

The COVID stress test didn't end
when cases dropped. The sane inequities that |ed
to provider burnout and overl oaded hospitals
still persist today in the same places, and often
bear the brunt of our healthcare crisis. No one
shoul d be geographically stranded from a hospital
or doormed and deemnmed too poor to receive care.

That's why we took crucial steps to

support our distressed providers with
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$500 million in additional aid. And we secured a
billion dollars for healthcare capital funding,
i ncreased Medi cai d reinbursenent rates for
hospi tal s and nursing hones, expanded Medi caid
for those who are disabled and still working.
And we received a commtnent fromthe Governor to
request federal assistance to allow us to provide
coverage for all

In addition, we continue to |ead the
way as a destination state for reproductive care.
Thi s budget allocates $101 million to abortion
servi ces, which includes an expansi on of services
to SUNY and CUNY students, and access to
over-the-counter contraception.

We're furthering our efforts to
strengthen nmental health resources and crisis

care so that people in need can access hel p as

soon as possible. In that effort, we secured a
historic billion dollars for nmental health
services, which will go towards inproving

i nsurance coverage, increasing outpatient
services and inpatient psychiatric treatnent
capacity.

Additionally, we're creating a

Daniel's Law task force to evaluate inproved
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intervention for nmental health crises.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Keepi ng
resources | ocal and services accessible is the
foundation for progress. But reliable public
transportation is the engine that actually noves
us forward. As New Yorkers continue to return to
i n-person work, entertainnent and travel, we need
to ensure that the MIA can support their rising
demand. We went into these budget negotiations
knowi ng that MIA failure -- for all the reasons
that we heard on this floor -- was not an option.

Now |'m proud to say that we've
reached an agreenent that will fund operations,

i mprove the quality of service, and provide
accountability and ensure that the critical
infrastructure will continue serving residents
and their busy lives while remaining affordabl e.

We're al so introducing a pilot
program for five free MIA buses, as has been
explored and i nplenented in other nmajor cities.
Wth these pilot routes, we're bringing nore
New Yorkers into the public sphere, revitalizing
nei ghbor hoods that may have ot herw se been |eft

stranded. This is good for New York and good for
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New Yor ker s.

Qur fight for affordability nust
al so address the nickel -and-di m ng of average
househol ds that have been | eft unable to neet
their basic needs. You should not have to work
numer ous jobs to keep a roof over your head, |et
al one put food on the table.

The current m nimumwage is not a
livable wage. It needs to go up. |'mproud to
say we secured a $2 increase over the next three
years and will finally tie the wage to the rate
of inflation.

When we invest in the financial
wel | -being of our citizens and provide themwth
resources needed to succeed, we create greater
opportunities for generations. |It's no mystery
why conmunities with fully funded schools, robust
heal t hcare systens, reliable public
transportation, and |livable wages are al so the
ones with |ower rates of poverty and crine.

My not her often said an ounce of
prevention is worth a pound of cure. That's why
we continue to provide record funding for
educati on, expanded after-school activities, the

arts, and youth athletics. And we wll always

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3585

prioritize prograns |ike these which stop crine
fromoccurring in the first place.

In this budget we are continuing our
transformative work to get guns off of our
streets and keep them out of the wong hands by
investing $347 mllion in evidence-based gun
vi ol ence prevention initiatives. And yes, we
clarified | anguage in the bail |aw to underscore
t he discretion judges have in order to uphold our
reforns and prioritize true justice.

The law is clear, the services are
funded, and the data is conclusive. Qur crimnal
justice policies prove that crimnal justice
reformand public safety can and nmust go hand in
hand.

This budget is a blueprint for
greater prosperity, and lays the franework for an
even brighter future. But these investnents
won't nean anything if people are displaced due
to climte change. That's why we're continui ng
our nation-leading efforts to not only stop
further danage from occurring, but reverse what's
al ready been done, because the environnent al
stakes are too high for anything el se.

For the first time ever, thanks to
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our conference's efforts, this budget will hold
our greatest polluters accountable for their
actions by maeking them pay for clean energy
projects going forward. W laid the foundation
for a historic cap-and-invest program and the
Senat e overcane resistance to nake sure the
Publ i c Renewabl es Act had real teeth and strong
| abor st andards.

And, yes, we advanced the
all-electric buildings without restrictions on
exi sting buildings. W're not burdening everyday
New Yorkers in our climate fight. And we're not
asking themto give up nore than our greatest
polluters. So that neans, just to be clear, that
yes, you can keep your gas stove, you can stay in
your home that you' ve al ways known, you can keep
your job, and we will sinply be building
cl i mat e-conscious policies into the spaces.

The days of shifting costs and
carbon onto poor comrunities are over. Qur
climate policy centers working-class New Yorkers
as the beneficiaries of this affordable green
econony, not the financiers, wth good-paying
uni on jobs forging our clean future.

These are the actions desperately
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needed for us for stay the course on clinate and
keep New York habitable. And we nust renenber
those at the front lines of our climte fight --
the stewards of our land, the farners. New York
is the proud honme to thousands of famly farns
whi ch not only support numerous wor ki ng-cl ass
famlies and communities, but nourish the
entirety of our state. This budget stands up for
them and invests in them

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS:
Affordability creates opportunity. New York w ||
only be at its very best when every person,
regardl ess of incone, can live safely, securely,
and with the same opportunity for success as
everyone el se.

This State Budget targets our
greatest areas of need to lift the burden and
generate future prosperity. | knowit cane |ater
t han we expected, but there is sonme serendipity
that the 2023-2024 budget is passing at the
begi nni ng of May, a nonth dedicated to the
struggl e and advancenent of workers.

In the words of |abor unionist and

civil rights activist A Philip Randol ph, "A
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comunity is denocratic only when the hunbl est

and weakest person can enjoy the highest civil,
econonmi ¢ and social rights that the biggest and
nost powerful possess.™

That is the inpetus at the core of
this budget. The Senate Denocratic Conference
has al ways believed that by supporting the m ddle
and working class, investing in education,
strengthening | ocal econonies, funding our green
future, we'll forge a nore equitable and abundant
state where every person can excel.

" m proud of the work we've
acconplished in crafting this people's budget,
and for all that it will do on behal f of
New Yor kers.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to

adj ourn until tonorrow, Wdnesday, My 3rd, at
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11: 00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: On noti on,
t he Senate stands adjourned until Wdnesday,
May 3rd, at 11:00 a. m

(Wher eupon, at 11:18 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




