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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Rever end
Fat her Dan Quinn, from Bl essed Sacranent Church
in Al bany, New York, will deliver today's
i nvocati on.

FATHER QUI NN: | thank you for
having ne with you today. | appreciate the honor
of being invited to pray with any group of
peopl e, but today, with you all, I'mvery pleased
to be here.

| usually begin nmy prayers in the
name of the Father and of the Son and the
Holy Spirit.

There is a scene in the Gospels
where Jesus is visiting with friends, Mary,

Mart ha, and Lazarus. And Martha is busy about
many things, lots of busy-ness, lots of -- she's
worri ed about taking care of things, nmaking sure

everything is in order and things are getting
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done. And neanwhile Martha believes that Mary is
negl ecting those sorts of duties by just sitting
down and tal king and having a good conversation
with Jesus, with the other people that they are
hosting, the other nmenbers of this famly that
Jesus has gat hered today.

| think regardl ess of our separate
religious traditions, there's sonmething in that
about -- because Jesus has to rem nd her:
“Martha, you're busy with too many things.
Mary's chosen the better part of enjoying this
time together as a famly and as friends and as
| oved ones. And all that other stuff is
i mportant, but it's secondary."”

| think that's a good reflection for
times such as today where there's a | ot of stuff
to be worried about, |I'msure you are al
concerned about. But in a way, it's secondary to
the primary relationships we have with one
anot her as col | eagues, friends, |oved ones,
nei ghbors within our community and within our
state, and enjoying and prioritizing those
fraternal bonds. And then of course al so
going -- getting done what needs to be done, but

understanding themin the right order.
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Let us pray.

Lord God, guide us into all truth
and give us the strength to do what is right and
what is just, especially as concerns this body
and the crafting of |aws, the discussion of needs
and of priorities, and the discussion of the
requi sites of basic human dignity.

May we respect all contributions to
t hese conversations and, on this Law Day, respect
the |l egal systens that have been devised to
protect the fair representation of ideas and of
our process of sharing themw th one anot her, of
wor ki ng to convi nce one another to see things
fromother points of views and then voting on
t hem

Hel p us, Lord, not to be short with
one another, but long, in a way -- taking the
time to hear argunents out, even when there will
be di sagreenent. Strengthen us with clarity of
m nd and sound logic. And as we pray in the
Serenity Prayer, help us to have the wi sdomto
know t he difference between what is within our
purvi ew and what is not, especially those things
t hat we nust recogni ze only belong to You.

At the nost basic level, Lord, help
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us to protect all You have created, all into

whi ch You have breathed life. And strengthen us
to be courageous, to act courageous, to speak --
and courageous in humlity and recogni zi ng when
we do not have all the answers, and bei ng honest
about that.

Al m ghty and eternal God, You have
reveal ed Your glory to all nations. God of power
and m ght, w sdom and justice, through You
authority is rightly adm nistered, |laws are
enacted, and judgnment is decreed. W pray for
the nenbers of this Legislature who are entrusted
to guard our political welfare. My they be
enabl ed by Your powerful protection to discharge
their duties with honesty and ability.

We |ikewi se coomend to You all of
the citizens here of our state, that we may be
bl essed in the knowl edge and sanctified in
observance of Your |law. Preserve our union, and
t he peace, and give us peace that the world
cannot give. And after enjoying the bl essings of
this life, of our tinme on earth, admt us to
those | ands that are eternal, in heaven with You.

And we pray to You who are Lord and

God forever and ever. Anen.
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(Response of "Amen.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Sunday,
April 30, 2023, the Senate nmet pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Friday, April 28,
2023, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
Madam Pr esi dent .

On behal f of Senator Ryan, | wish to
call up Senate Print 101, recalled fromthe
Assenbly, which is now at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 70,
Senate Print 101, by Senator Ryan, an act to
amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law and the
Real Property Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bill
is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: There will now
be an i nmedi ate neeting of the Finance Committee
in Room 124.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There

will be an i medi ate neeting of the
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Fi nance Conmttee in Room 124,

SENATOR G ANARI S: The Senate
stands at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 2:20 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
2:37 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| believe there's a report of the
Fi nance Conmttee at the desk.

Can we take that up

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the
following bills:

Senate Print 4004D, Budget Bill, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of

gover nnent ;
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Senate Print 4005C, Budget Bill,
enacting into | aw naj or conponents of the
| egi sl ation necessary to inplenment the State
Public Protection and General Governnment Budget
for the 2023-2024 state fiscal year;

Senate Print 4007C, Budget Bill,
enacting into | aw maj or conponents of | egislation
necessary to inplenent the State Health and
Ment al Hygi ene Budget for the 2023-2024 state
fiscal year;

Senate Print 4009C, Budget Bill,
enacting into | aw maj or conmponents of | egislation
whi ch are necessary to inplenent the State Fisca
Plan for the 2023-2024 state fiscal year.

Al bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Finance Conmittee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al
those in favor of accepting the report of the
Finance Comm ttee signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
report is adopted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he suppl enental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
715, Senate Print 4004D, Budget Bill, an act
maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
a nmessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nmessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al
those in favor of accepting the nessage of
necessity signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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nmessage is accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
716, Senate Print 4005C, Budget Bill, an act to
anmend Chapter 887 of the Laws of 1983.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a
nmessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
a nmessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nessage of necessity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al
those in favor of accepting the nessage of
necessity please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,

nay.
(Response of "Nay.")
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
nmessage i s accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
717, Senate Print 4007C, Budget Bill, an act to
anend Part H of Chapter 59 of the Laws of 2011.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
is there a nessage of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
a nmessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nessage of necessity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al
those in favor of accepting the nessage of
necessity please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,

nay.
(Response of "Nay.")
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
nmessage i s accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bil
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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718, Senate Print 4009C, Budget Bill, an act to
amend the Tax Law.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
| think there is another nmessage of necessity at
t he desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
a nmessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nessage of necessity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al
those in favor of accepting the nessage of
necessity please signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,

nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
nmessage i s accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

UNI DENTI FI ED SENATOR: Lay it
asi de.

(Laughter.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza, are you asking to lay it aside?

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you. The bill is laid aside.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's nove to
t he controversial cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
715, Senate Print 4004D, Budget Bill, an act
maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
O Mara, why do you rise?

SENATOR O MARA: Yes,
Madam President. | have a few questions for
Senat or Krueger on the budget bills before us.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam Pr esi dent .
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Wel |, Senator Krueger, here we are,
anot her year -- déja vu all over again, as
Yogi Berra mght say. G oundhog Day, as soneone
el se m ght say, who will renain nanel ess.

And we're proceedi ng on a budget
now, again with nessages of necessity. W are
now a full nonth with an untinely budget. W
have passed extenders for spending to keep state
gover nment goi ng each week throughout this
period. State governnment has continued to
function. State workers have continued to get
paid. State services have continued to be
provi ded to everybody who receives themin the
st at e.

Wiy can't we wait an additional
48 hours? Since these bills were just introduced
yesterday, we wouldn't need a nessage of
necessity to bring themup on Wdnesday under the
constitutionally provided three-day agi ng peri od.
What is the rush at this point? Wat are we
avoi ding? And what is the necessity that we
can't wait two nore days?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So the Governor,
as she previously in other weeks has given us

extenders -- and the G oundhog Day di scussion
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followed that. And happily it's not G oundhog
Day -- sorry, Ceorge. W're actually facing the
opportunity to pass budget bills. And ny
col | eague is correct, the Governor gave us
nmessages of necessity arguing there's a necessity
for us to nove these bills in a rapid as opposed
to a three-day tineline.

|"ve been here now 20 years, under
Denocrati c governors, Republican governors,
Republican majority, Denocratic majority. And
people just seemto |ike to use nessages of
necessity to finally close down budgets. It
seens to happen over and over to us.

So | suppose we're doing it this way
because this is how the governors -- whoever they
are -- seemto prefer that it happen,

particul arly, obviously, when we are a nonth

| ate.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam Presi dent, if Senator Krueger will continue
to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or Krueger
do you believe it is inportant to allow the
citizens of New York State the three-day aging
period to have an opportunity to review any bill,
particularly these budget bills for what's going
to be a $230 billion budget -- that they be given
the opportunity to review these bills, since
they're the ones that are going to be paying the
cost of these bills, and have sone tinme to give
input to their representatives, all of us in this
body?

We're acting on these bills today,
with roughly a little over 24 hours notice, with
no input fromour constituents. O yours. Do
you believe it's inportant that the citizens of
New Yor k should have that three-day period, at a
mnimm to be able to weigh in on this budget?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So I'Il start
with the second half. | don't agree that
constituents haven't had an opportunity to weigh
in. People have been weighing in with us since
the day the Governor's proposed Executive Budget
came out. They have been comrenting on the

concerns they have, they have been testifying at
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budget hearings, they have been submtting, |
suspect, letters, calls and enails to all of us
here in the Senate, and they have been protesting
in our corridors and even at our hones in sone
cases.

So definitely people are letting us
know what their feelings are about different
proposal s and i ssues within the budget.

Now to junp to the first half of the

guestion, do I, Liz Krueger, think it would be
better to wait three days? | personally do.
actually think I carried a bill for several
years -- you m ght have found it already --

calling for budget bills to actually be out in
print for 10 days, because | think they're so
important. That | actually think we should | et
everybody take a |l ook at themfor 10 days.

Shockingly to ne and others, | don't
actually get to control this city, so the fact
that | actually think we should probably | et
peopl e have even longer with the bills is not the
deci sion that we are operating under at this
tinme.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you

Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
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yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or Krueger
you know, we have before us today four bills of
t he budget that were just introduced yesterday.
W' ve done one bill, the debt service bill,
previously. That |eaves five nore bills that |
can tell you our conference has not briefed yet,
and hopefully they're not going to come up until
tomorrow, so we at |east get 24 hours notice to
prepare for those.

But it's ny understanding that two
of the bills have not even been finalized yet and
that issues are still being worked out in the
State Operations Budget and in the Education
Budget, which we're assunming is ultimately -- one
of those two is going to be what we call the
Big Ugly this year

So maj or portions of these first
four bills that have been omtted because they're

controversial are going to be included in those
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bills tonmorrow that are yet to cone, yet to be in
print, yet for you to read the | anguage, yet for
us to read the | anguage, and certainly yet for
any New York State citizen to read the | anguage.

So how can we be proceeding on a
budget today when we've got inconplete bills out
there that are going to contain nmajor policy
i ssues affecting all New Yorkers?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So we are asking
everyone to vote on bills that we do have before
us and have gone to print. Leaving aside that
there's not a | ong enough tineline for everyone
to perhaps feel that they've had a chance to
really review everything.

The bills that are not in print wll
not come to the floor today. | suspect that they
will be done by the end of today and then will
likely cone to the floor tonorrow. But | don't
know for sure because, again, it is not ne
ultimately who is nmaking that deci sion.

But there will be sonme tinme for al
| egislators to reviewthe two bills that are yet
to go into print.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Senat or.
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Madam President, will the Senat or

continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does t he

Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Now, Senator, to
the fiscal plan, the financial plan. Wich,
again, we just received today. |Is the financial
plan -- and |"'mnot even sure if it's final yet.

Is the financial plan that | have
i ndicating 229 billion, 823 mllion in spending,
is this the final financial plan that | have
bef ore nme?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, as far as |
know. It's 229 billion, 823 mllion. W have

t he sane nunbers today. W didn't every other

tinme.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does t he

Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: This is roughly
2 billion, alittle bit nore, | think, than the
Governor's proposed budget -- and certainly
hi gher than the $800 million revenue consensus
t hat was made between the Covernor and the two
houses a nonth or so ago.

Wher e does the additional
$1.2 billion cone fromto close that gap?

SENATOR KRUEGER: The CGovernor had
proposed a slightly higher amount to go into the
reserve fund than we have ended up with as a
final nunber.

And we -- there was an unofficial
reserves fund al so for econom c uncertainty, and
we have al so reduced that. And then we also
| earned that there was higher tax revenue | ast
nmont h t han expected, so about 900 mllion
additional in tax revenue that hadn't been
accounted -- hadn't been appropri ated.

So between the two different changes
in the reserve funds and that additional
900 million fromthe -- today is May -- March?
March or April? (Conferring.)
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Sorry, the 900 mllion additional
fromApril, | believe that the Conptroller's

office reported 2.9 billion additional in April.

Two billion was anticipated to be that one-tine
pass-through noney, and the other 900 million
was, | suppose, surprise good news.

So those three itens add up to the
addi ti onal noney fromthe Governor's proposed
executive budget to this proposed final budget
t oday.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senator, just to
guess maybe sunmarize that in a shorter version,
how much to bal ance this budget that we have
before us -- alnost all of the budget before
us -- but | guess we know what the full spending

is going to be even though it's not witten yet.
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How nuch of New York State reserve funds are
bei ng used to bal ance this budget?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Techni cal Iy none,
because these are nonies that were proposed to
increase the reserve fund for the State of
New York but had not gone in, were sinply
proposed in the Governor's original
Executive proposal.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Yet you said,
Senator, that we're taking funds fromthe
econonmi ¢ uncertainty reserve fund in the state.
| believe nbost econom sts out there in the
country have significant concerns of an inpending
recession which will certainly create econom c
uncertainties going forward throughout this next
fiscal year. Um --

SENATOR KRUEGER: Just to clarify,

| m sspoke. | should not have said they were
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taken fromthem They were not going to be put
in. So not as much noney fromthe Governor's
ori ginal proposed budget will go into either the
reserve fund or the unofficial reserve fund.

So it's not that nonies were taken
out, just less is going in as additional.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Well, given the
prognosi s of inpending recession and econonic
uncertainties, wouldn't it be wise for the state
to be building upon our econom c uncertainty

funds?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.) So

there still will be nore noney in the reserve
funds than we have seen in a very long tine in
this state: 16.8 percent of General Funds wll
be in reserve funds.

| believe that a series of good
gover nment groups have nade reconmmendati ons that

a great target for a state to get to is
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15 percent, so we would be over the recomended
proposal s from good government organi zati ons.

And as to whether or not we are
expecting a recession and the inpact on that,
personal ly that is one of the great questions
open at this nmonment in history. For nonths now
have read econom sts telling ne: No, we don't
think we're having a recession; yes, | think we
are going to have a recession. W mght be in a
recession, but it's a soft recession.

Dat a shows that enpl oynent continues
to go up at a national level, and yet we have
banks col | apsi ng and yet we have all these
indicators that go in all different directions at
the sane tine.

So, Senator O Mara, | don't think
you're an econom st. | guarantee you that | am
not. So it's a fascinating question, what are we
going to be facing. | think it's an inportant
reason that of course the state should have
reserve funds, for exactly those issues.

But | sincerely don't know if we
could find anyone who would tell us -- | know we
actually, in our revenue forecasting neeting a

nmonth and a half ago, we had four to five
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di fferent economists, and | don't think any of
them had a great answer either about if and when
we m ght have a recession, what one | ooks |iKke,
and what it would nean for us.

So | certainly don't want to try to
take a gi ant guess either.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Through you, Madam President, if
Senat or Krueger woul d continue to yield.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, is the
financial plan before us today, is it bal anced?
SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

SENATCR O MARA: Does this

financial plan raise taxes? And if so, which

t axes?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.)
Okay. | just want to make sure | had ny facts
right.

So there's a cigarette tax increase
of about a dollar a pack, which we actually

project will |ower tax revenue for the state.
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Sonme people think that's a funny story. Qhers
think that reflects if you nmake cigarettes nore
expensi ve, fewer people buy them fewer people
snoke them and that's a good public health w n.
So there's that tax increase.

And then there's a specific tax
i ncrease only for businesses within New York
City, the payroll nobility tax that increases and
goes to help pay for the MIA operating revenue
crisis. But that is not specific to the entire
state, and actually the revenue side is only from
New Yor k busi nesses.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: What is the
increase in state operating funds fromyear to
year in this budget?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Appr oxi mat el y
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5 billionin total.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Wth that spending
increase within this budget, are there any
cost-contai nnent provisions for uncertainties
that m ght come down the road?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So, I'msorry,
just to make sure | understand the question, are
we di scussing the concept that there would be
| anguage in the budget that cut the budget
automatically if sonmething happened? |Is that the
guestion? O is there another exanple that you
had in m nd?

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President. Yes, Senator, that would
automatically either cut the growh off in a
certain category, given certain situations.

O are there -- on new prograns in
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t he budget, are there built-in caps on what the

new program -- or existing prograns,
continuing -- what they can exceed in this fiscal
year ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: kay. So really
the only prograns that don't have a cap on them
are prograns called entitlenent prograns, pretty
much which are federal prograns with some kind of
per haps state match

We don't really have entitl enent
prograns that are state | aw which would
automatically rise above what we budgeted for
t hem based on the nunber of people eligible.

And as far as what would we do to
control spending if in fact we found oursel ves
with some energency or crisis or a plumret in
proj ected revenues? | guess we are that fall back
position, the Legislature. Because the Governor
could then come to us and say, Qur projections
were really off and now we have to reeval uate our
spendi ng plan for the remai nder of the year.

And | suspect the Legislature would
do our due diligence and our jobs and negotiate
sonme change in the budget m dyear because of

sonet hi ng t hat happened.
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| know that | was -- | was brand-new
in the Senate in February 2002, | won in a
speci al election, so soon after 9/11, and there
wer e sudden energency fiscal needs, and | believe
the Legislature did come back and change the
budget .

| have been here in years where
revenues dropped and we had to face enornous cuts
in the budget during the budget negotiations, and
we did our jobs and did that.

So | have to believe that if
somet hi ng either imagi nabl e or uni nagi nabl e
happened during the next 12 nont hs changi ng our
revenue situation or our need for expenditures,
we woul d be responsi bl e and respond at that tine.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or Krueger
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based on the fiscal plan | have before ne, the
total of all the various reserve funds we have,
both statutory reserves and unofficial reserves,
is about $33.3 billion. And that's about
1.6 billion less than what the Covernor had
proposed. |s that about accurate?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, that is
correct.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: In this budget,
Senat or Krueger, how nmuch is being spent to pay
down t he unenpl oynment i nsurance debt owed to the
federal governnent?

SENATOR KRUECGER: None of the
CGeneral Fund noney is used for that purpose. The
Unenpl oynment | nsurance Benefit Trust Fund is a
separate itemnot technically on-budget, and it
is not a state obligation to pay that back. It

is the Unenpl oynment Benefit Fund that is
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obligated to pay that back

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: So under that,
Senat or Krueger, the pay-back of that is |eft
upon every business in New York State with
i ncreased unenpl oynent insurance costs until that
gets paid off.

How | ong are you anticipating it's
going to take the businesses of New York State to
pay down this massive unenpl oynment insurance
debt, which is in the range of $8 billion,
according to my sources.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, |I'mjust hearing discussion, but
my belief is that yes, it's about $8 billion, a
little less, and that it should be paid off by
2027.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
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Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, is there
an effort underway by the Majorities or by the
Executive of this state to encourage the federal
government to forgive sonme of that unenpl oynent
i nsurance debt? And do you think that is
sonmet hing that the federal government should do?

SENATOR KRUECGER: W don't know if
t he Governor has nade that request of the federa
gover nment .

And | just want to clarify. So the
pur pose of unenpl oynment benefits are that
busi nesses pay in to make sure that there's
adequate funds to address unenpl oynent, with an
expectation built into the design of the program
that they're going to be, to use a biblical
reference -- not such a great territory for ne,
Madam Presi dent -- but fat years and thin years

for the cattle. Remenmber that rule, that
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teachi ng from Sunday school? | do.

And that so unenploynment is there,
so you're paying in for the -- to have the grain
ready for the thin years, and then you hand out
the grain when people need it, and then you build
it back up during the fat years so you' ve got it
again during the next thin years.

Maybe it wasn't a biblical story;
maybe it was a farmng story. But | was thinking
it was a biblical story.

And that's to sonme degree the exact
desi gn of unenpl oynment benefits. |'mteasing a
little because I know Madam President is actually
a religious wonan, and we've had some di scussions
about religion, and I'mnot the one to have the
anal ogies. But | think that was the design of
unenpl oynent .

So sone people will tell you, Yes,
now we owe all this noney back and it is going to
cost businesses sonething. And other people
woul d cone here and tell you, Well, we actually
shoul d have been increasing the unenpl oynent
paynents during sone of the good years. And nost
states did, and so they found thenselves with a

| arger trust fund when they needed it.
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And we did not have enough noney in
our trust fund when we hit a particularly tough
time for enploynent, and that is one of the
reasons that we are actually in this situation

So sone people mght conme to the
fl oor of the Senate and say the solution should
be and shoul d have been to increase the paynents
during the good years so that we didn't find
oursel ves as we have in the bad years.

But nonet hel ess, the programis
designed to replenish itself. And we are on
schedule to do that by '27. And | certainly hope
we don't end up in any kind of giant drop in
enpl oyment any tinme soon where that would becone
a new crisis for us.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: s it your
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position, Senator, or that of the Majority in
this Senate that the cost of doing business is
New York is not high enough and they shoul d be
payi ng nore?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | don't speak for
t he Senate when we get into a discussion about
policy around unenpl oynent benefits. But | do
know that if you | ook at what New York's rate for
unenpl oynment benefits is conpared to nei ghboring
states and even states around the country, and in
fact how nmuch we actually pay in unenpl oynent
benefits, we're below the standard for nuch of
the country.

And | do think it is a worthwhile
di scussion for us as a Legislature and a
government to have. And there are a variety of
ref orm proposal s for unenpl oynent benefits that
have been recommended that woul d address the fact
t hat our unenpl oynent benefits system doesn't
even necessarily match the nodel of the econony
we have, where people who nmay not have full-tine
j obs end up not being eligible for unenpl oynent
benefits. People who have to have multiple
part-tinme jobs can never really add up to get

unenpl oynent .
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So there's a significant nunber of
workers in New York who find thensel ves not even
eligible for U benefits, and | think that is an
i nportant question so be asked. The benefit
| evel that we pay is |lower than many surroundi ng
states. | think that's an inportant question to
ask.

And yes, in fact nmany of the
busi nesses in New York actually pay | ower anmounts
i nto unenpl oynent than they would in other
states, and | think that's an inportant
di scussi on to have.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, is it the
position of the Majority of this body and the
Governor that the businesses of New York State
shoul d have anticipated a gl obal pandem c that

resulted in huge costs around the gl obe, so they
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shoul d have been prepared for that with their
unenpl oynment i nsurance reserves?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, sir, | don't
t hi nk that anyone thi nks anyone shoul d have been
able to have a crystal ball and know that there
was going to be a gl obal pandem c that was goi ng
to trigger such an enornous inpact on our | abor
mar ket s and our enpl oyers and enpl oyees.

| was pointing out, | think in
answer to the previous questions, that when you
understand what U B is supposed to be for, it is
designed to supposed to be flexible enough to
increase its trust funds during good years in
preparation for bad years.

But if you're asking me do | think
t hat everybody shoul d have known that in 2020 and
21 we would have hit this reality of that
pandem ¢ whi ch had such an enornous inpact pretty
much on everyone? No.

Al t hough | guess | woul d argue that
for the future, I think we as a society and even
as the world need to understand we're now |iving
in atinm where there are scientists projecting
nore pandemcs to cone. And they're projecting

that some of themare directly correlated to
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cli mat e changes.

So | guess on that laundry list of
things we just have to get better about, we
probably have to get better about planning for
pandem cs as well as other global crises.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Through you, Madam President, if the
Senator will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: The federa
gover nment throughout the COVID pandem c was
extrenely generous to the states in providing
CoviD relief funds. How nuch in total did
New York State receive in COVID relief funds from
t he federal governnent?

SENATOR KRUECGER: One m nute.
(Conferring.)

W believe that the nunber was
$53 billion fromthe federal government. It was

broken out into many different pots of noney.
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Al nost all had specific requirenents of what it
coul d and coul d not be used for.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: How nuch of
that -- 53 billion?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, sir.

SENATCR O MARA: -- remains in the
state coffers?

SENATOR KRUEGER: It's a relatively
smal | anmount, all of which is spoken for and |
bel i eve has to be spent by the end of the fiscal
year we are just starting -- wait, | want to be
car ef ul

So a small anmpbunt. W can try to
get you an actual nunber; | don't have one right
now. But we agree it basically all has to be
spent by the end of the fiscal year that we are

technically a nonth into.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2815

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: You nentioned t hat
there were various limtations and certain areas
that that federal COVID relief noney had to be
spent in. | believe 32 states in this country
utilized a portion of their COVID relief funds to
pay down their unenpl oynent insurance debt.

Wiy is New York State correct in not
spendi ng noney to hel p pay that down when
32 other states utilized that relief noney for
t hat purpose?

SENATOR KRUECGER: Vell, there are
50 i ndependent states so we each make our
deci sions as we believe are in the best interests
of our peopl e.

Wt hout having eval uat ed how t hose

ot her 32 states chose not to spend their noney
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because they spent sonme of it for UB, | don't
knowif |I'd be in a position to answer.

| know -- at least initially I"l
poi nt out New York was one of the earliest states
to be hit hard by COvVID, and | think
di sproportionately proved to be one of the states
hit hardest by COVID. So | think an enornous
anount of the noney went into energency
heal t hcare-rel ated costs.

| don't know -- not only do | not
know how ot her states spent theirs, if you | ook
at every imaginable |ist of what they would have
spent on, | don't know that we as a group or
i ndi vidual Iy woul d have t hought that the
deci sions nmade by this state were the wong
things to decide to spend noney on, versus nhot
spend noney on.

Because certainly | agree with ny
col | eague that trying to save noney for our
busi nesses and having to expend noney on UB is
one inportant issue. But | hazard to guess, if
we | ooked at the list of all the ways that COVID
energency federal funds were spent, we would al
have a very long list of things we thought that

t he noney shoul d be spent on, and probably sone
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di fferences of opinion on prioritization.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senator. | think that's it for my questions.
Thank you, Senator Krueger, for the answers.

If I can speak on the bill --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
O Mara on the bill.

SENATCR O MARA: -- for a nonent.

You know, | think that |ast question
and answer kind of denonstrates the attitude of
this Governor and the Majorities of this
Legi slature when it cones to the econony of
New York State and how it treats its businesses
and entrepreneurs in New York State, with the
real |y unconsci onabl e cost of doing business in
this state conpared to nany other states.

VWhich in the end ultimately limts
the opportunities that New York's entrepreneurs
and busi nesses are able to offer up to the
citizens of New York State, through enpl oynent
opportunities and other areas that we're m ssing
out on because of the cost of doing business in
New Yor k.

And this spending also results in

maki ng just the cost of living in New York State
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unaf f ordabl e, which we see with the exodus of

New Yorkers from New York State every year.
There's just been a report out in the |last day or
two fromthe IRS about the | oss of adjusted gross
i ncome of the |largest blue or Denocrat-controlled
states in the country. New York's is the
second- | argest |oss, |osing adjusted gross incone
to other |ower-cost states.

Thi s budget that we're here to vote
on today, it's not even conplete. W don't even
have the Big Ugly put together, which is going to
have who knows what in it in the end. W don't
know. Those di scussions have been kept entirely
in secret. There's even really been very few
| eaks fromthe -- to the nedia, that the nedia's
put out, on this during this behind-cl osed-doors
budget negoti ati on.

Yet we're being asked to vote on
budget bills now when there are still probably
the two nost significant bills yet to get put
into print to know how this whol e budget cones
together. W don't know that.

But we do know what the overal
spending is going to be, $230 billion. And

under -- this is the fifth year of one-party
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control in this state. Spending in the state has
i ncreased by about $60 billion in those

five years -- a 26 percent increase in overal
state spending in just five years.

The costs are astronomi cal. The
i mpacts to New York as a whole on the cost of
affordability of living here and the cost of
doi ng busi ness here suffer because of that.

That $60 billion increase over the
past five years is larger than the entire budgets
of I think about 35 states in this country --

35 states, annually, spending | ess than just what
our increase has been in the last five years.

The states of Florida and Texas conbi ned, their
budgets don't exceed -- and they're |ower than
what this budget in New York State is. Both of

t hose states have greater popul ations than

New York State. Yet conbined, their budgets
don't match up to what we're spending here in
New York State.

And before you junp to concl usions
and say, well, those are big red states, they're
conservative, they don't provide the services we
provi de, they don't do this, they don't do

that -- the State of California, with double the
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popul ation of the State of New York, we spend in
this state, in this budget, 50 percent nore than
what the State of California spends inits
budget, despite them having tw ce the popul ati on.
Fifty percent nore. That's a per-capita figure,
50 percent nore. Per capita, based on the

popul ation, California spends |less than we do in
New York with this budget.

It's unconsci onabl e spending that's
out of control. [It's unsustainable. And yet we
are at the el eventh hour again, being asked to
vote on this budget through nessages of
necessity. So that we didn't have the
constitutionally required three-days aging to
review these bills. The citizens of New York
have not had the opportunity to review these
bills and tell us, their representatives, what
they like or don't |ike, whether | should be
voting up or down.

And it's not even a conpl ete package
yet. It's premature. W should be waiting till
at | east Wednesday of this week to be bringing
these bills up, to provide the mninumrequisite
anount of aging for these bills. It is just

really, | think, an insult to the citizens of
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New York that you're not going to allow themthe
ability to review and provi de feedback

| ndi vi dual 'y, the various interest
groups out there hanging in the bal ance on what's
com ng or not com ng.

And certainly with a $230 billion
budget, there's going to be a lot of things in
there that people like, including a | ot of people
on this side of the aisle. But overall, the
anount of spending, the anobunt of taxing, and
that inpact on the cost of living in New York and
t he cost of doing business in New York, is too
much, it's unsustainable, and |I'm advocating for
a no vote on this budget.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Hel m ng.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

Madam President. |If the sponsor will yield for a
guesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

Over the past several years the
state has closed a nunber of our correctional
facilities. This includes Butler, in
Wayne County, and G ovel and, which is located in
Li vi ngston County.

In the very short anount of tine
|"ve had to review the budget because of the
short anmount of tinme that we're given by the
Majority, it appears that there are a nunber of
line items for the redevel opnment of certain
| ocations and facilities. And |I'mwondering if
any of the allocations are specifically earnmarked
for the redevel opnent of our closed correctional
facilities.

SENATOR KRUEGER: We're | ooking for
additional staff. | guess we guessed wong what
your question mght be. So if you'd give ne
anot her m nute, please.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
Madam President, while we wait if | can ask

anot her questi on.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yield? The sponsor vyields.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

SENATOR HELM NG Senat or Krueger,
are you aware that in Decenber of 2022 the Prison
Redevel opnent Commi ssi on presented a bl ueprint
for redevel oping the shuttered facilities?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, | did not
know of that, Madam President.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
Madam President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG According to ESD
the commi ssion is looking to utilize the New York
State Budget to nmaxim ze funding and incentives
for redevel opment, and ultimately generating
positive econom c, environnmental and fiscal
impacts in our comunities where these facilities
had been cl osed.

So | guess we're going to have to

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2824

wait for the actual question, which is, is there
new funding in the budget for the Economc
Transf ormati on Progranf

SENATOR KRUEGER: | think we may
have to wait because -- oh, because -- one
second. (Conferring.)

Sorry. So ny understanding is that
the state has not put in additional noney for
additional sites and is still working to resol ve
i ssues fromprevious tinmes -- or resolve reuse of
prisons closed at earlier times and foll ow
t hrough on commtnents for them

But | think that the answer |'m
getting is for these two prisons -- and | didn't
ask you the nane -- but we don't think there's
anyt hing new for themin this budget.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

Madam President. |f the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.
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So yes, there are transformation
funds for the two prisons that | nentioned. Yet
when those -- when the funding needs were
determ ned, it was done years and years ago. And
we know what's happened with inflation, how the
cost of everything has skyrocketed. So to hold
that |evel flat doesn't nake nuch sense.

So, Senator, are you saying that
there is no additional noney in the budget for
the Butler or Livingston County facilities?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, that is what
| " m bei ng advi sed, correct.

SENATOR HELM NG And if the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Are you al so
saying that there isn't any funding in the budget
at all for the Econom c Transformtion Program
for the 12 facilities that were identified by the
Governor's comm ssion?

SENATOR KRUEGER: We're
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doubl e- checking, but ny first advice is that
there is no noney for those 12 recomendati ons
wi thin the Governor's Executive Budget or final
budget .

SENATCR HELM NG Madam Pr esi dent
if the sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Senat or Krueger,
so many of these facilities have the
infrastructure capacity for redevel opnment -- they
have sewer, they have public water. One of them
that I'"'mfamliar with is |ocated on the shores
of one of our Finger Lakes. They're prine for
devel opnent, for redevel oprent.

Do you feel it's wise or even
fiscally responsible to |l eave these facilities to
continue to decline and decay, reducing their
capacity and capability to be brought back online
for the benefit of our |ocal communities?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

Madam President, | admtted that | had not read
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the report. | know very little about this topic.

But based on the question | was just
asked, perhaps sonme of these are actually very
ri pe for redevel opnent and don't need state funds
at all to be redevel oped for sonme other purposes.
That's al so beyond ny know edge base.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Wl czyk.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Wuld the sponsor yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: First 1've got
some questions on the el ections portion.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Sorry, | didn't

hear ?
SENATOR WALCZYK: El ecti ons.
SENATOR KRUEGER: Sorry, | mssed
the word "elections.” Yes, please ask questions.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: So this bill has
provided $15 million nmade available to | ocal
boards and adm ni stered by the State Board of
El ections, the way that | read it. The |anguage
specifically says "rei mbursenment of eligible
costs.”

What costs will be eligible when our
| ocal boards of elections are looking at this
budget ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

Yes, he's correct, it's $15 million
for eligible costs. And according to the bil
| anguage, it's for reinbursenment of eligible
costs including but not limted to the
repl acenent of voting systens and equi prent,
absent ee ball ot scanners, mail processing
equi pnent, and infrastructure to protect the
connectivity and security of county election
sof t war e.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

And t hrough you, Madam Presi dent,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Are mobile
polling sites -- we passed a bill in this house
pronoting nmobile polling sites and requiring them
of | ocal boards of elections. Are -- will they
be eligible for rei nbursenent under this budget?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No. Because
unfortunately that bill was only passed by the
Senate, not the Assenbly, so it's not the | aw

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So if that bill
does becone |aw, the allocation here of the
$15 mllion won't apply to nobile polling sites,
and they won't be funded; is that right?

SENATOR KRUEGER: My guess woul d be
that if we were attenpting to pass that bill to

go into effect inthis fiscal year, we'd want to
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make sure that we clarified in | anguage that if
that |aw was going into effect in this fiscal
year that these nonies should include those
polling sites as well.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you for
t hat .

And t hrough you, Madam Presi dent,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: W al so passed a
bill that mandated additional full-tine staff at
| ocal boards of elections.

WIIl -- if they've got to build out
addi ti onal space at their board of elections, or
| ease additional space, will this $15 mllion --
woul d the additional space be eligible under
infrastructure?

SENATOR KRUECGER: So that was
| anguage for additional staff. And | don't
believe that this noney is allowed to be used for

staf fing.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Excuse ne. And
just to clarify the previous answer, that bil
al so didn't pass both houses, so it's not |aw
this year.

And now of course |I'll take the next
guesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor will vyield.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Yeah, the question is specifically
about space for that staff. |If the other chanber
agrees and that bill that we pass here does
become | aw and we' ve mandat ed that our | ocal
boards of elections do have to have additional
staff, will they be eligible for this $15 mllion
for the space required to expand and account for
that additional staff at |ocal boards of
el ections? |s that considered infrastructure?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, we don't

bel i eve that space for staffing was assuned
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included in this infrastructure |ist.

Al t hough there are funds for capital
noni es for expansion as needed at the | ocal
level. So conceivably if you had a board of
el ection that was so tight on space you coul dn't
squeeze a couple nore people in, you could
expl ore capital funds for expansion.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: W al so passed a
bill in this house, the New York Voting and
El ecti ons Database and Institute. Can the State
Board of El ections use a portion of this
$15 mllion for that database, as we're tal king
about replacing voting systens and i nfrastructure
and security?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So no, this noney
cannot be used for that database. And that bill

al so has not passed both houses.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: |'d like to shift
gears, if that's okay, on to sonme energy policy,
i f you woul d.

SENATOR KRUEGER: |"mgoing to
shift staff for that purpose, yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Under st ood.

SENATOR KRUECGER: | don't have al
$230 billion nmenorized, just telling you.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: |"mready for the
guestion, Madam Presi dent.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So there was

$200 mllion for residential |owincome energy
efficiency -- the Governor calls this the EnPower
Plus program-- for heating, cooling, health and

safety-related i nprovenents and expenses. That's

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2834

what 1'd |like to focus on.

My first question, does soneone have
to own their hone outright to be -- or own their
home at all, have a nortgage on it, do they have
to be a honeowner in order to be eligible for
t his progranf

SENATOR KRUEGER: You can be a
renter as well.

SENATOR WALCZYK: kay. In this
$200 million for the --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Are you
aski ng the sponsor to yield?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Ch.  Through you,
Madam President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: This $200 mllion
for the EnmPower Plus program what qualifies as
"l ow i nconme"?

SENATOR KRUEGER: You're eligible

if your inconme is 60 percent |less than the state
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nmedi an i ncone. So that would then be driven by
the size of your household as well.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | noticed al so
t he | anguage with this $200 mllion says "health
and safety inprovenents.” Wat health and safety
i mprovenents would we anticipate in the
EmPower Pl us progranf?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So
energy-efficient appliances. Not only do they
save the costs of energy and perhaps switch you
fromone formof energy or another, the newer
approvabl e forns of energy are actually safer and
heal t hi er for you and your famly.

So gas is actually proving to be
exceptionally dangerous in many situations.

W' ve even | earned that they -- that gas actually

explains the rate of asthma in | owincone
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children far nore than we even understood a few
years ago.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So just to
clarify -- and | may have sone di sagreenents, but
it's probably a debate for a different day. Just
to clarify, the health and safety portion is
really just tal king about electrification and
removal of gas appliances, is that right?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | suppose oi
boilers also. So it's not just gas. Gas and
oil.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

And t hrough you, Madam Presi dent,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: The way that the
Governor has witten the EmPower program
currently, we're eligible for heating and cooling
appliances. Were in New York State is any
cool ing appliance using fossil fuel s?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.) |
t hi nk he m ght have caught us with no answer. |
don't actually know if there are any cooling
systens that operate on gas or oil.

(Conferring.)

We sincerely don't know. Maybe
something on a very large comercial |level. But
if this was a gane show, you've stunped ne.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR WALCZYK: Well, 1I'm not
going to sit down just vyet.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wuld -- you
know, this has said related i nprovenents and
expenses are eligible under the $200 mllion that
we' ve all ocated here for the Governor's
EmPower Pl us program Woul d upgrades to
el ectrical service to a honme or apartnent be
eligible for that?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do have a
possi bl e answer to the stunped-ne question.

So ny husband and | actually put in
a new HVAC systemin our hone which is heating
and cooling. So we paid for one system which is
then not using oil and gas for the heating, but
it actually has an option to cover cooling as
wel |, which I'mvery happy about in sumrer. So
maybe that's what was neant. (Conferring.)

So ny understanding is it would be
for electric upgrade for specific purposes and
speci fic appliances.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So el ectrical
upgrades to the hone. |[|f your home was 100-anp
service and you needed 200-anp service in order
to electrify and get the electric appliances that
this programis really driving at, those -- that
woul dn't be eligible as far as rel ated
i mprovenents and expenses go under the EnPower
progran? Do | understand that correctly?

SENATOR KRUEGER: |"mbeing told it
woul d depend on the specific requirenments of the
installation. So | think sone of the electric
upgradi ng systens do require an upgrade in the
| evel of electricity comng into a specific home.

| have to go to engineering school
now al so, Madam Presi dent.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So this is an

i mportant |ine of questioning because we don't
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al ways thi nk about how ol d our housing stock is
in New York State. NYSERDA said a few years ago
that a m ni mum of 200-anp service will be
required if New Yorkers are going to be upgrading
their residential units to electric.

Fifty-three percent of housing was
actually built in the 1950s or earlier. W
didn't start installing as a general standard,
not a requirenment, 200-anp service until the
1990s. A few hundred thousand homes have been
built in New York State since then

So, you know, wi thout considering
all of the upgrades that we don't know about out
there, a giant portion of our electric stock
right now in homes woul d need a massi ve upgrade
just in the wire fromthe street to their hone in
order to install the electrical appliances that
this programis driving at.

And if you just took that one
portion out of this bill -- and this is a
$200 mllion portion right here -- if you took
that just for the homes that need to upgrade, you
coul d upgrade between 40,000 and 60, 000 hones
from 100-anp to 200-anp service with
$200 mllion.
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So this programreally doesn't go
very far. And | think it's inportant because |
know a | ot of the colleagues across the aisle are
really driving at this electrification thing.
It's going to cost each New Yorker a trenmendous
anount of noney, and this really doesn't get it
t here.

So telling them you know, you'll be
eligible for, you know, a new ductless mni-split
t hat costs $5,000, that might be nice. But if
you don't have 200-anp service to your honme to
supply the replacenment for your gas stove, the
ductless mni-split, the heat punp water
heater -- all of the great things that we're
pushing -- it is pretty much noot. People won't
be able to afford the access to even get that
t echnol ogy.

|"ve got a a |ot of concerns about
the overall budget, but I'lIl hit themon sone of
the other bills. 1'Il be voting no on this one,
and | encourage ny col |l eagues to do the sane.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senat or Ashby.
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SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,
Madam President. WII the sponsor yield for
guestions regardi ng veterans.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: In terns of funding
for the new veterans agency that we have, | see
that there's 4 mllion allocated for capital

funding. How much of that has its origins in
f ederal dollars?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Two mllion
dol I ars, Madam Presi dent.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: And the only
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capital project that we have for veterans is the
State Cenetery?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Correct.

SENATOR ASHBY: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: Last year we had $5
mllion that went towards funding capital
projects for nonprofits, such as the VFW,
American Legions. Wy is that not included in
this year's budget?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So the 5 mllion
that we put into |ast year's budget for that
pur pose apparently had sone kind of problemwth
t he appropriation | anguage. So that noney has
not been spent. So the appropriation | anguage
has been corrected in this year's budget, so that
noney is available to be spent. But it's not
seen as new noney, because it's actually
reappropri ated noney brought forward from | ast

year.
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SENATOR ASHBY: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR ASHBY: I's there
consideration to increase the amount of fundi ng?
Because in ny district, when we found out that
this noney was there, we had a trenendous outcry
and there were a nunber of posts that applied for
it. But 5 mllion doesn't go very far in terns
of capital inprovenments for these posts.

And, you know, just |ast week we had
veterans comng in and out, we had Wst Point
here. And to think about what these posts do for
our veterans, 5 mllion falls short. So is there
an effort to increase this fundi ng?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | think that the Senate woul d
certainly be open to searching for additional
nmoney after that 5 mllion is spent.

But again, that was assuned to be an

annual allocation for last year that did not get
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spent, so to sonme degree we're starting a year
later in this effort. So it's absolutely
concei vabl e that by the end of this year there
wi || be eval uations concl uding that there needs
to be additional funds for future years.

SENATOR ASHBY: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: Being that this is
a new state agency and eligible for federal
funding, are there any other prograns, capital
projects, to your know edge, that we're thinking
about funding? 1In terns of there's a nunber of
opportunities, nowthat this is a state agency,
to hel p our veterans, whether it's through
heal t hcare, whether it's through education, that
ot her agencies get a |lot of noney for.

Are you aware of any other prograns
or projects that are being put forward?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, | am not personally aware. And
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"' mnot a nenber of the conmttee that will be
wor ki ng or was already working with the new
agency.

| do know that quite a few of the
prograns designed to address the needs of our
veterans are not necessarily unique to having a
federal veterans agency and are out there and
avai l abl e currently to veterans. They often
don't know about them So | know that a major
part of the goal of a new agency focusing on
veterans in New York State was to make sure that
veterans are getting access to services and
benefits that may exist in |aw and may exi st
under other funding streans, but they are not
t aki ng advant age of them because they do not know
about them

| know when the City of New York
where | live, decided to create its own city
agency to help veterans, it was shockingly good
news to see how qui ckly so nany additiona
services could be provided to veterans living in
New York City -- not because there was per se
addi ti onal budget noney of significance, but
rat her the recognition that veterans were

eligible for but not participating in prograns
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because there was no connecti on between them and
t he program

So | do think that as this agency
mat ures and has staff, they also will find there
are many progranms and services that can and
shoul d be accessed by veterans, but they need the
help to | earn about them

And very likely as the agency al so
evol ves and matures, they will be comng to us
with additional asks themselves. | think it's
all too new to know an answer right now.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,

Madam President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ashby on the bill.

SENATCR ASHBY: Vel l, for those of
us who don't reside in New York City and don't
have the opportunity to take advantage of that,
we have to wait, the veterans and their famlies
have to wait for the maturation of this program
And it's been a long tinme comng. |It's been an
effort that has been an enornous undertaking for
a nunber of people for years.

And to see the nunbers that we're

seeing now in this budget, it's apparent that
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it'"s not a priority. |It's apparent that it's not
a priority for this admnistration and sone in
this body. And it's a sad day. Because just
| ast week we had a nunber of veterans and their
famlies here, and we were tal king about how --
all the great initiatives that we're trying to
push for. And yet when push cones to shove and
we | ook at this budget, it is not evident.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senator Martins.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Wul d the -- would Senat or Krueger
pl ease yield for a few questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: (I'ndicating.)

They know what the question's going to be before
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SENATOR MARTI NS: The questions are
on housi ng.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Ch, dam. | just
t hought they were really good. He didn't tell ne
he had a |ist of who was aski ng what questions.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: Pl ease | et
Senator Martins ask ne a question that ny
col | eagues know about al ready.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Senator, |I'mlooking at this bill,
specifically the section dealing with the
Di vi sion of Housing and Conmunity Renewal, and |
notice that there was originally in the
CGovernor's budget $250 million in that allocated
to DHCR for hel ping with housi ng needs,
infrastructure i nprovenents that | oca
muni ci palities may need in enbracing,
constructing additional housing.

| s that noney still avail abl e?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No. The Gover nor
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removed all of her housing proposals fromthe
budget .

SENATCOR MARTI NS: | also --

Madam Presi dent, through you, if Senator Krueger
woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: | al so recal
that in the one-house fromthis very body, the
Majority al so advanced noni es that woul d be
avai l able to |l ocal communities for infrastructure
i mprovenents that would also allow for
comunities to enbrace constructing housi ng.

Were we as a Senate able to inpress
upon the Governor the need for funding for
housi ng specifically to help |ocal communities
with their infrastructure needs?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, we were not,
Madam President. | would guess both sides of the
aisle are equally frustrated about this story.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

Madam President. On the bill
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Martins on the bill.

SENATOR MARTI NS: And t hank you,
Senat or Krueger, very nmuch. | appreciate that
answer .

You know, we did an awful |ot of
tal king this year about housing, about the need
for housing, about the need for us to build
greater housing stock so that our children would
have a place to live, enpty-nesters would be able
to continue to live in their local comunities.
And we tal ked about it in the context of an
energency, that we have an energency and that
there is a critical need. And for that, | think
we all agree, both sides of the aisle, Governor,
Senate and the Assenbly.

And yet here we are discussing a
budget that increases state spending from
$219 billion to $230 billion, and we nanaged
sonehow to take $250 million out of the budget
that was specifically designated to advance the
concept of building housing in our downtowns.

So I'"'mat a loss as to how we can
advance a concept of sonething so inportant as to

bui Il d housing -- understandi ng, Madam Presi dent,
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how i nportant it is that we build that housing,
that we provide help to our |local comunities.
Whet her it's water and sewer, utilities, whether
it's parking facilities, whether it's
transportation, we live in communities where we
rely on our |ocal governnents to take care of

t hose things.

But when there are | arger
initiatives, statewde initiatives that we could
all agree are priorities, the idea that we wll
not put funding in our budget where it's
necessary, for a priority that we could all agree
is a priority and should be a priority, frankly
i s unaccept abl e.

So with that, Madam President, |
t hank agai n the sponsor for answering those few
guestions, and | yield the balance of ny tine.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Rhoads.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Madam President. WII the sponsor yield to a
coupl e of questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes. Wat's the
t opi c?

SENATOR RHOADS: First, the topic
will be the message of necessity.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Oh, okay.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Senat or Krueger -- through you
Madam Presi dent -- what is the purpose of the
t hree-day waiting period?

SENATOR KRUEGER: The purpose --

SENATCOR RHOADS: What is the
pur pose of the three-day waiting period?

SENATOR KRUEGER: |"mnot totally
sure what | anguage was witten in the
Constitution originally for the three-day
nessage, so | don't know that. You m ght know
t he answer.

But | think froma perspective of
ensuring that there is tine for |egislators and
others to review the legislation, | would guess
that that was witten at a time pre-conputers and

pre-|laptops, and when a bill was witten and
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submtted for a bill nunber it was -- then had to
be printed on sone kind of device, nmaybe not even
copi er machi nes back then, and nmade available to
peopl e.

So in fairness, probably three days
at that tinme was the m ni num nunber you needed to
even nake sure soneone could even get a witten
copy. | actually renmenber when we had to have
witten copies of the bills on our desks, and at
budget tine they would bring these giant piles
in. And we would wait for hours sonetines
because the copi er machi nes had all overheated
and broken and the paper was so hot that the ink
nelted all the papers together.

And that was in not even historic
times; |1've only been here 20 years, not
120 years. So |I'mguessing that the tinme franes
were probably just conpletely different then.

SENATCOR RHOADS: And woul d the
Senat or continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

Senat or vyi el ds.
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SENATCOR RHOADS: Has the advance in
technol ogy made it any less difficult to digest
the conplexity of a budget bill?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So it's certainly
made it easier to get ahold of. People can sit
in their honmes and call it up on their homne
conput ers.

Is it easier to absorb and
understand |l egislation? | don't know, are we
smarter or |less smart than we were a hundred

years ago?

SENATOR RHOADS: | have nmy own
opi ni on.

SENATOR KRUECGER: Yeah, | do too.
|"mnot sure | will choose to use it right now.

Probably -- it's probably not any
easi er or harder to digest the substance of the
| egi slation today. Although |I do think
government has becone nmuch nore conplicated as
time's gone on.

SENATOR RHOADS: | would certainly
tend to agree.

Wbul d t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: The budget bil
that we're debating today, that was filed
yest erday?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | believe
that is correct. The budget bills went into
print -- nost of them yesterday, sonme of them
t oday.

SENATOR RHOADS: Ckay. And this
particul ar budget bill, which | believe is
4004C -- if the sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Are you
asking -- will the sponsor yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.
believe we're on the sanme bill, yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHQOADS: 4004C, how many
pages is this bill?

SENATOR KRUECGER: Back when we had
paper, | could have actually sat here and spent

an hour counting the pages.
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Does anyone actually know t he page
nunbers on this bill?

SENATOR RHOADS: Actually, 1 can
ask answer that question for you, if you like.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: Madam Pr esi dent
can | ask the questioner to yield to a question?
How nany pages are in this bill?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
will you yield?

SENATOR RHOADS: Il will certainly
yield. 1,155 pages.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you for
saving nme the tine of counting.

SENATOR RHOADS: My -- ny pleasure.

W1l the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

SENATCOR RHOADS: | believe in
response to Senator O Mara's questions you had
i ndicated that the public and the nmedia had an
opportunity to participate in the process and
di gest what was in the budget -- the proposed

budgets -- through the budget hearing process.
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I's that correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, yes, they got to reviewthe
Executive's proposed budget; | think her 30-day
anendnents as we were in the mddle of budget
heari ngs; and then to continue to get our
attention in various legitinmate ways since then.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you.

And will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: And t he Budget
Bill before us today, 4004C, is that identical to
t he Governor's proposed budget, the
Executi ve Budget ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No,
Madam President, it is not.

SENATOR RHOADS: And will the
sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does t he
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: And is this
particular bill, 4004C, identical to the
one- house that was passed by the Senate?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And technically when we pass a
one-house, it's a resolution, so it's all of our
wi shes and dreans and hopes in one docunent. And
of course when we do budget bills, there are
i ndi vi dual budget bills that break the budget up
into different categories. So they're not --
they're really appl es and oranges.

SENATOR RHOADS: And will the
sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: And is the portion
of the bill that's before us today, 4004C,
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identical to the Assenbly one-house?

SENATOR KRUEGER: l"msorry, is it
identical to the Assenbly bill that they are
taking up today, is that what you just asked?

SENATCOR RHOADS: To the one-house
bill that the Assenbly passed.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Again, |'mnore
famliar with the Senate one-house versus the
Assenbly one-house. But I'mquite sure that the
Assenbly one-house is also not broken up into
i ndi vidual bills such as the budget, so they do
not break theirs up into appropriations and
Article VIls broken down by categories into the
10 budget bills we are dealing with today, so --
or today and tonorrow.

So no, it's not identical to the
Senate or the Assenbly one-house.

SENATOR RHOADS: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: So this bill
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that's before us today is different fromall of
the three proposals, the Governor's Executive
Budget as well as the two one-houses that were
passed by the respective chanbers of the
Legislature, is that correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

SENATOR RHOADS: And will the
sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: | nci dental ly, how
was this bill crafted?

SENATOR KRUECGER: How was this
bill --

SENATOR RHOADS: Crafted.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Crafted. COoh.

So | explained to a reporter earlier
today that | thought that budget bills were a
conbi nati on of nobney anounts, policy anounts,
dancing, and theater. So | think that's probably

the answer 1'Il offer you.
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SENATOR RHOADS: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thr ough you,
Madam President. Wuld it be a fair statenent
that | eadership fromboth houses as well as staff
fromthe Governor's office net to craft a
negoti at ed budget that's before us today, at
| east the portion that we're considering now?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes,
Madam President. And | think that explains why

this bill is not identical to the Governor's
Executive bill -- the original Executive proposed
budget or the -- or different fromeach house's

one- house. Because if we hadn't had neetings and
negoti ated changes resulting in a different bill
before us today, we'd have even nore expl ai ni ng
as to why we're a nonth |ate.

SENATOR RHOADS: And will the
sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does t he
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: What tel evision
station covered the negotiations that took place
bet ween the | eaders in both houses and the
Gover nor ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So if the
guestion is what TV cameras were in those roons,
| don't believe any TV canmeras were in those
roons. | think that probably every news outl et
in the state, with their reporters, were digging
around to try to find out and report on as nuch
information as possible. So probably all news
stations covered sone pieces of budget and budget
negoti ati ons.

But | think your question was
sinpler, were there TV caneras ai med at anyone in
t hese roonms during the negotiating sessions. No,
t here were not.

SENATOR RHOADS: And will the
sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, thank you

Were any of those negotiation
sessions or neetings open to the public at all?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No. Not that I'm
awar e of, Madam President.

SENATOR RHOADS: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Then how woul d the public know
what's contained in the 1, 155-page bill before us

t oday, having had |l ess than 24 hours to review

it?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | don't think it is realistic to
imagine that the 20 mllion citizens in this

state woul d know the details in the
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one-t housand- what ever nunber of pages, or than
the other nine bills.

| think that is actually the
assi gnment of representative government, which is
us, to be elected to do that work on their behal f
and to be able to answer their questions and to
be hel d accountabl e by them

| personally don't know that a node
of government where you woul d put every single
i magi nabl e questi on conm ng before governnent, |
don't know, on a website and ask everybody to
vote every four seconds for every day of the year
woul d get us very far. That's ny persona
opi ni on.

So | think that we are sent here to
do this work, we are elected to do this work, and
that is the expectation of our constituents that
this is exactly what they have sent us up here to
do on their behalf, and that is what we are
trying to do.

SENATOR RHOADS: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Through you

Senat or Krueger, have you read the
1, 155 pages of this bill?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, | have not.

| feel like probably I have gone
t hrough many, many nore of the issues than any
i ndi vidual |egislator -- perhaps Tom O Mara has
done nore than |, because we do spend so nuch
time on the budget.

But no, this is a group product.
And frankly | don't think either house, either
party, could get their work done w thout having
terrific staff who spend -- | don't even want to
ask how many hours, days and nights over the | ast
several nonths getting us to this point here
t oday.

SENATCOR RHOADS: And woul d the
sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: Wul d the Senat or
agree that three days woul d be a nore adequate
time for legislators and staff, as well as the
nmedia, to be able to go through the budget bill
to see what's in it?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | think
answered this question for Senator O Mara
earlier. Yes, |, Liz Krueger, would probably
prefer that we spend three days.

The staff m ght prefer we spend
three m nutes, because they're just damed tired
and want to | eave us and go hone and get sone
rest, sol don't want to speak for them

But | do think that actually three
days of opportunity to have a bill age is a
reasonable time period. And unfortunately that
is not what has happened, | think in every year
that I have been here, for 20 years.

SENATOR RHOADS: And will the
Senator yield to an additional question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you.
Through you, Madam Presi dent.

| s there anything that prevents us
from passing an additional extender to allow
these three days to take place so that we can al
digest what's in this bill?

SENATOR KRUEGER: The only way we
coul d pass such an extender for that purpose is
if the Governor were to give us one. W do not
control extenders in the Assenbly or the Senate.
It is only a bill that the Governor can create
and submt and put whatever |anguage she chooses
init.

| suspect, given the fact that we
are getting nessages of necessity, that is not
her goal at this time. But | can't speak for the
Gover nor .

SENATOR RHOADS: And will the
sponsor yield to an additional question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you.
Through you, Madam President. Has anyone asked
the Governor for additional tine to review these
bills by the issuance of an extender?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Rai se your hand

if you've asked the Governor for an additional

ext ender.

SENATCOR RHOADS: She doesn't take
nmy calls.

SENATOR KRUEGER: She didn't return
your call? I1'msorry, did you?

SENATOR LANZA: (I naudi bl e.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: Ch, apparently
your | eadership did, earlier today. So | guess
they didn't get an answer yet either.

(I naudi bl e.)

SENATOR KRUECGER: Oh, the action of
voti ng agai nst the nmessage of necessity is the
equi val ent of asking her for an extender? |
t hink you m ght have to be nore literal

l"msorry, I"mresponding to the
wrong person. Excuse ne. |'msorry.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: | think you m ght

have to be nore literal in your ask of the
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Gover nor.

SENATOR RHOADS: | appreciate that.

Changi ng topics for one nonent, just
two nore quick questions, if the sponsor wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes. |'m
enj oyi ng this.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Turning to
page 115 of our 1155 pages, specifically with
respect to the budget for the Division of
Crim nal Justice Services.

My understanding is is that there's
an appropriation for $50 mllion for services,
expenses and grants related to the acquisition
and devel opnent of technol ogy to support
di scovery, including but not limted to
equi pnent, software, hardware, consulting
services related to discovery reform

I's that correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes. | can get
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staff who knows nore, but ny understanding is
that's to provide for a -- for capital noney for
the district attorneys specifically in New York
City to create a system where they can coll ect

t he data necessary for discovery and exchange it
with the defense attorneys, to speed up the
process by which all of this can be done and to
be | ess demandi ng of the actual tinme of the human
beings in the DAs' offices.

It's also ny understanding is that
the rest of the state already has a systemin
place to do this and highly recormmended it for
the Gty of New York. And that's why the noney
is there for the Gty of New York, but the rest
of the state does not need this capital funding.

SENATOR RHOADS: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: | know, for
exanpl e, in Nassau County, the county has spent

mllions of dollars in technol ogical inprovenents
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to attenpt to deal with discovery reform and
probably could spend mllions nore.

Were any other district attorneys
asked if the state -- if they could have used
additional funds to be able to better conply with
di scovery refornf

SENATOR KRUEGER: For capital
pur poses.

SENATOR RHOADS: Yes.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Il will look to
other staff. Do either of you know?
(Conferring.)

Ckay, ny understanding is that there
were no ot her requests for capital outside of the
City of New York DAs. There was additional noney
requested by DAs throughout the state for | ocal
assi stance to assist themto hire additional DAs
and ot her staff that they believe they need, and
| believe that we've put a significant anmount of
noney into the budget for that purpose as well.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you.

WIIl the Senator yield to -- wll
t he sponsor yield to an additional question?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: And t hrough you,
Madam President. |[Is this in response to the
recent report that there was a surge in DW
di sm ssals, for exanple, in Manhattan, that over
half of the DW cases actually were dismissed in
2022 because of discovery-related issues?

SENATOR KRUEGER: You know, | read
that story also. So | don't know whet her that
factored into anyone's | ogic.

But we do know that the DAs asked
for the capital noney to build out a systemthat
t hey were confident could work for them and
assist themin conpleting their jobs of their
obligations for discovery and noving their cases
forward nore quickly, regardl ess of what the
cases were.

So | would guess that if that was
that | arge an exanple, that that probably woul d
be one of the exanples, yes.

SENATOR RHOADS: And will the
sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | will.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: Gven that that's
the case, and given the fact that we don't have
the rest of the budget to be able to review, was
any consideration given or can we expect there
bei ng anything in the budget to create nore
realistic deadlines, rather than investing
$50 million in this one instance?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So apparently
your questions are so interesting that ny
col | eague Senator Bail ey has asked whet her he can
stand up and answer your questions. So he
probably will correct any m stakes | m ght have
made al r eady.

Senat or Bail ey.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

Senat or Krueger.

Through you, Madam Presi dent.
woul dn't say that Senator Rhoads has nade any
m stake, but | just want to refer you to the
Public Protection budget hearing. D strict
Attorney Mary Pat Donnelly, when asked about
whet her reforns were necessary, she indicated --

she didn't indicate that any statutory reforns
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were necessary. And in fact she asked -- she
requested that noney be provided to district
attorneys.

In furtherance of that discussion,
to some other thing that you were saying to
Senat or Krueger, it was noted that in fact
19 counties had yet to apply for funding that was
provided in a prior-year budget.

So in sum and substance, the --
there were no requests nade by district attorneys
at the Public Protection hearing in relation to
maki ng statutory changes.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senat or Bail ey.

Wl Senator Bailey yield to an
addi ti onal question?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Yes. Through you,
Madam President, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senator will vyield.

SENATOR RHOADS: How many district
attorneys testified during the budget hearings?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam President. In place -- instead of district

attorney -- of DA -- of DAASNY President Jordan,
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Mary Pat Donnelly testified.

SENATOR RHOADS: So one?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, one.

SENATOR RHOADS: Wl |
Senat or Bailey continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: How many district
attorneys are there in the state?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Senator Rhoads knows very well
that there are 62 counties and each county has a
district attorney.

It woul d be incunmbent upon
Senat or Rhoads to ask the president of the
District Attorneys Association why they sel ected
Ms. Donnelly to testify on behalf of the
62 district attorneys in the association.

SENATOR RHOADS: And will the
Senat or continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does t he
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Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHQOADS: Was any attenpt
made by the Senate, and specifically by the
Majority, to contact any of these 61 other
district attorneys?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent - -

SENATOR RHOADS: To provide
t esti nony.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. |f Senator Rhoads will recall,
two weeks or a week and a half prior to the
Public Protection hearing, we had a hearing about
public safety in general where, again,
invitations were sent out to district attorneys,
a nunber of district attorneys.

And sinply because they weren't
testifying -- and just to go back about the
pattern and practice, because | know,

Senat or Rhoads, that you're -- that you're new
here. Every year, only one individual can

testify on behalf of the District Attorneys
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Association, and in the past it had been the

presi dent .

So it doesn't nean that the other
61 voices aren't heard. It just means that there
is a representative, |like each chanber has a

| eader, each conference has a | eader. They've
chosen a representative to testify on their
behal f at these heari ngs.

SENATOR RHOADS: And will the
Senat or continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: I's it not true
that the Al bany County district attorney, for
exanple, wanted to testify but was not permtted
to?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | am not aware whether the
Al bany district attorney wanted to testify or
not. | amnot -- again, |'ve read the nedia
reports that allude to that. | amnot privy to

that information
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SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or Bail ey.

SENATOR BAI LEY: You' re wel cone.

SENATOR RHOADS: On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Rhoads on the bill.

SENATOR RHOADS: Qobvi ously we have
an issue with respect to discovery reformin this
state. In speaking certainly with our |oca
district attorneys, we have an issue conplying
wi th the aggressive discovery reformthat was put
forth by the state. W have no indication
whet her or not there are any planned reforns to
t hose di scovery reforns to provide nore realistic
deadl i nes, because we have not seen the remminder
of the budget.

| am particularly concerned,
however, about the fact that we continue to pass
budget bills, or consider budget bills, through
nmessages of necessity when there was there is no
real necessity here. W have been passing
extenders -- five or six, if I'mnot m staken,
over the course of the last 31 days. |In fact,
we're continuing to operate under an extender

now.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2880

The real issue here is one with
respect to transparency. W have one budget bil
out of nine that we will be debating. Four of
t hem we know are conming up today. This one bill
was over a thousand pages long, and it was
provi ded to | egislators yesterday.

How i s the public supposed to
understand what's in the bill? Howis the nedia,
whose very job is to report to the public so that
t hey can understand what's in the bill -- how are
they going to be able to reviewit? How are we,
as Senat or Krueger conceded, how are we supposed
to review 1100 pages of text in one bill? And
you'll see that the remaining bills have simlar
| engths. How are we supposed to understand
what's in it and have reviewed it and digested it
so that we can get feedback from our
constituents? It's sinply not possible.

And so what we're seeing today is
the very opposite of openness and transparency.
We're able to ask a couple of questions because
we were able to pick sonme things out of the bil
that we wanted to inquire nore about, but we
haven't given this a conprehensive review. The

public hasn't seen a conprehensive review. And
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we have it within our power to make it nore
realistic to be able to do that by sinply waiting
t hree days.

W' ve said | ast week these nessages
of necessity have sinply becone nessages of
convenience. |It's nore conveni ent, or perhaps
nor e advant ageous to the Governor and to the
Majority, sinply to get this passed before too
many eyes are on it and people can ask too many
guesti ons.

That's not what we shoul d be doi ng.
W' re spending $230 billion of taxpayer nobney.
The public has a right to know how that's being
spent and has a right to be able to have input.
Their representatives have the right to know how
that noney is being spent and have input. And
that's sinply not happeni ng now.

| will be voting no on this bill,
and | would urge ny coll eagues to do the sane.

Thank you for the courtesy,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Tedi sco.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you so

much, Madam President. It's been a very |ong
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haul here today.

Wul d the good Senator yield for a
f ew questi ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Did he nean ne --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: -- when he said
t he good Senator?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: You are
t he good Senator.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So that nakes al
t he other Senators not so good?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR TEDI SCO M. Lanza said |
said "good," didn't 17?

SENATOR KRUEGER: That's why |
wondered i f you nmeant ne. Yes.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Senator, you've
probably heard, |ike nost of us have heard, that

sonetinmes it's said that the worst words in the
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English Iexicon is "it's always been done that
way." And you kind of mentioned that along the
way here tal king about past history and how we' ve
done t hi ngs.

| want to ask you this question to
begin with. Not too |long ago we added a concept
to our budget process; it was called budget
subconm ttees. Wat was the purpose of putting
t hose budget subcommittees in place?

SENATOR KRUEGER: "' m having a
menory problem Madam President. | actually
don't renenber whether the budget subcommttees
were existing when | first got to the Senate or
canme after | got here.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. |"m pretty sure
you were here.

SENATOR KRUEGER: kay. D d
they -- Madam President, may | ask the Senator a
guestion before | have himask nme another?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Tedi sco, do you yield to a question?

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Did it cone out
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of sone specific piece of legislation that we
created these?

SENATOR TEDI SCO | think yeah, we
voted on that and the Governor signed it and we
had our own budget subcommittees.

SENATOR KRUEGER: "' msorry, Madam
President, through you. So when he says budget
subcommittees, that's what we've often talked to
about -- as like the tables that would be broken
out and have a few neetings during the course of
t he budget process? |Is that what we're tal king
about ?

SENATOR TEDI SCO Through you, yes,
good Senat or.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you. Only
because we al so technically have now in the
Senat e a Budget and Revenue Committee. W have a
chair of that conmttee. So | just wanted to
make sure | wasn't answering a question about a
different topic. So thank you.

Sol will agree with you that that
did happen. | don't renenber what year that it
happened. But yes, we did start at sone point a
process where we woul d have what we call sort of

break- out subcomm ttees to discuss priorities for
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certain sections of the budget.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Whul d t he good
Senat or yield for another question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO So it appears you
had no opi nion on what the purpose of those
budget subcomm ttees were.

But | think | can tell you it was
for transparency, for rank and file nmenbers to be
involved in the process, to say that it wasn't
just three people in a roomdoi ng a budget and
t hen com ng back to us, the other 213, and
sayi ng, you know, take it or leave it or just
negotiate with the majorities.

But 1'll ask you this question
secondly. After we've blown by the April 1st
deadl i ne, how nmany of those budget subconmittee
neeti ngs have we had in the |last four weeks, in
the last month we were late -- the |atest we've
been in the five years since we had total control

by one voice fromone political affiliation from
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one region of the state. How many committee

neetings did we have from-- after April 1 when
we were late till now, do you know?
SENATOR KRUEGER: | don't believe

any, Madam Presi dent.

SENATOR TEDI SCO | think -- excuse
me, | think the good Senator said we haven't had
any. And I'll ask her to yield again, if she

woul d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR TEDI SCO Over the |ast,
oh, decades, let's say 40 years, would you have
any realization of how nmany |egislators and
governors were late with budgets? Any concept,
any estimte? Probably a hard question to
answer. Several .

SENATOR KRUEGER: |"mgoing to
guess you know the answer. | don't know the
answer. And ny history only really goes about
20 years back --

(Overtal k.)
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SENATOR TEDI SCO -- the question?
| don't --

SENATOR KRUEGER: Oh. May | ask
hima question? |'msorry.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Tedi sco, would you yield for a question?

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Yes, | do.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | don't know how
many over 40 years, so |I'masking if you m ght
know.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. | don't know.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Nei t her of us
know, Madam Presi dent.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Wul d t he
gentl el ady and good | ady yield again.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR TEDI SCO Over the | ast
many years that |'ve just been tal king about --
let's say 40 years -- do you know in how many
years one political affiliation had tota
control -- superngjority in the Senate,
supernmgjority in the Assenbly -- and al so the

sane affiliation in the Governor's office? Over
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the | ast 40 years. How |long has that existed, or
has it ever existed?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do not know the
answer .

SENATOR TEDI SCO Whul d t he good
| ady yield again? Senator.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Il will give you
the answer. Except for a short period of tine
during Governor Paterson, and then there was a
consolidation -- you probably renenber that --
you are the petri dish over the last 40 to
48 years. You, in your majority here, and the
Denocratic nmajority in the Assenbly, and the
Governor, are the only political affiliation who
controlled all levers of power in New York State.

| want to ask you this question. Do
you renenber when you took over all that power?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Do | renenber

when the Denocrats took the nmgjority in a 2018
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el ection? Yes, | do.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. So woul d that --
woul d she yield for another question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. So that woul d
be -- good Senator, so that that would be in
2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023. For five years,
you, the good Senate, the Governor was totally
one affiliation. Could you tell me how nany | ate
budgets there were in those five years that you
controlled all houses? Not one day, not just
seven days, but in 31 days, how many |late
budget s?

SENATOR KRUECGER: | believe |ast
year and this year.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Well, | believe
there was five. GCkay? | don't know what you're
counting as a | ate budget.

SENATOR KRUECGER: You know, | will
bel i eve the Senator --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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Tedi sco, are you asking the Senator to yield, to
answer that question?

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Yes. | will ask
her to yield again, yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD
Senat or - -

SENATOR KRUEGER: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senator will yield for you to ask that question

SENATOR TEDI SCO Let nme ask you
this, Senator. W' re tal king about nessages of
necessity. Wuld it be right to say that every
single part of this budget process where an
extender canme to the floor, where a real budget
bill now as it comes to the floor -- every single
part of a bill comng to vote and put in place a
budget was done by a nmessage of necessity
conpl etely?

Bypassi ng what we've been tal king
about, a three-day period for a review, an
eval uation, a digestion of us -- and your nenbers
also -- of the $230 billion budgets that we're
| ooki ng at over the next couple of days. Wuld
it be right to say every vote we've nade was from

a nmessage of necessity, bypassing the three-day
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constitutional nandate of us to have the bil
there to read?

Once by paper, now by el ectronics.
So it's nuch easier to have this done and have it
on our -- | know you tal ked about -- to ny
col | eague Senat or Rhoads about having it printed,
having to get it on your desk. That doesn't
exi st anynore. So there's nothing that takes
nore tinme to get it on our desks by printing. It
all comes through our process through this
tablet, which | had sonmething to do with a while
back and carried the bill, sponsored the bill.
And it saves $13 million a year that we use a
tabl et now and don't put paper into landfills or
tear down trees.

But am | right in saying everything
was done by a nmessage of necessity? Because
sonmeone once said "In darkness, denocracy dies."
So | think that creates a little darkness, as has
been said by our constituents, by the nedia --
who, by the way, has to read all those 1000-so
many pages of this particular budget bill we
have. But would | be right in saying that
everyt hing was a nmessage of necessity?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So | believe that

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2892

the 20 years | have been here, | think that the
budget s have been done through nessages of
necessity.

So the Republicans controlled the
Senate for | think 75 of the |ast hundred years,
|l onger -- | think nore than that, nore than 75 of
the last hundred years. | don't know how many of
t hose were done by nessage of necessity. But it
is true since |'ve been here, when there was
Republ i can control of the Senate, a Republican
governor, a Denocratic Assenbly, they were done
by nessage of necessity.

So | think both parties can use
exanples of frustration that that is the nodel we
use to get budgets done. But it's not
unconstitutional, because the Constitution also
recogni zes the ability to use nmessages of
necessity. So | don't think we're doi ng anything
unconstitutional. |In fact, I'"'mquite sure of it.

Because when | was a young Senator and | was in

the mnority, | sued over the use of nessages of
necessity, and | |ost, because the Court said
it's constitutional, it's allowed.

So we're using a nodel that is

constitutional, apparently has been used for
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ext ended nunbers of decades. And people can have
di ffering opinions about whether they like it or
not. As |I've already said to multiple
guestioners, | prefer that we don't use it. But
that doesn't nmean it's not being used and that it
hasn't been used -- perhaps not forever, but for
a very long tine.

SENATCR TEDI SCO Wul d the Senat or
yield for another question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Senator, you
brought forth a point -- not a good point, a very
bad point. Because what you tal ked about is
what's been happeni ng when | said the worst words
in the English | exicon was "it's al ways been done
that way." And what you did is you went back to
Republ i cans again. And you said, you know, the
Republ i cans did the sane thing.

No, we didn't do the same thing.

"1l tell you why. Because over the last 40 to

48 years, Republicans bl anmed Denocrats, Denocrats

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2894

bl anmed Republicans for |ate budgets. And you
know what? They were able to do that. You know
why? Because you nmentioned it. W had the
Senate for many years, but at the sane tine

Shel don Silver was there and the Cuonps were
there and the good Spitzers were there, and you
had the -- and your party had the Assenbly for
many years, so we were m xed.

The reason why your point is bad,
this is the first time one party had conplete
control of the Senate, the Assenbly, and the
Governor's office. The first time. W as
Republ i cans never had that. And you cannot do a
timely budget. Wuldn't you agree this is a
different setting -- let ne put it this way. You
really can't blane the Republicans for a late
budget this year, that's obvious.

But who can you blame this year if
you control the Senate, the Assenbly, and the
Governor and have supernmpjorities? Wo's to
blane for a |ate budget? Because as you | ooked
back a little bit and said, well, Republicans
were involved with | ate budgets -- well, we're
not involved with a | ate budget right now.

Because none of us were part of developing it.
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W didn't vote for nessages of necessity. W
wanted the bills to cone out clearly by
April 1st. And you control all |evers of power.

So woul dn't you say your party is
responsi ble for this |late budget, |last year's
| ate budget? And | believe there was five or at
| east four years of |ate budgets. So isn't that
alittle bit different than having a m xed group
of parties, when you control everything and you
still can't get the job done? 1Isn't that the
petri dish? D dn't you ask for -- when you said,
Gve us all control of the Senate, the Assenbly,
and the Governor, isn't this the experinment that
New Yorkers voted for? Gve full power to the
progressives, to woke, to full control,
superngjorities in both houses and the Governor,
and let's see what we can do. Wll, you can't
get it done.

And at the end of this whole
thing -- Madam Speaker, on the bill.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,
Senat or .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: So there

is no question?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Madam
Presi dent --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: So
before you go on the bill, Senator Tedi sco,
Senat or Krueger has a question. Wuld you yield
for a question?

SENATCR TEDI SCO She wants to ask
nme a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Yes.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Do you
yield for a question?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, | think
wanted to answer the |ast question briefly.

| don't know that any of us are
conpl aining about a | ate budget. W're trying to
get a budget done. As ny colleague the ranker
expl ai ned in the begi nning, we're passing
ext enders, governnment continues, people are
getting paid, progranms are continuing. So we're
taking care of all of that.

Wuld we prefer not to be late? [|I'm
sure we'd all prefer not to be late. | don't
know that it's the end of the world that we are

late. And | would far, far prefer a budget that
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| believed had as many good things in it as
possi bl e than a budget that hit the March 30th
mark and then it was decl ared done.

So | don't quite understand to sone
degree what this ruckus is about of which party
was in control, since apparently all parties have
had this storyline. And | don't renenber
actually prom sing the people of New York we
woul d never have a | ate budget.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Tedi sco on the bill.

SENATCR TEDI SCO Yeah, on the
bill.

Yeah, you did prom se themthat.
And that's the point. You said you' d have good
timely budgets. You said they'd incentivize and
keep people in New York State.

And the fact of the matter is we set
up budget subcommittees; you haven't had one
budget subcommittee in the four weeks, in the
nmonth that you' ve been |l ate on a budget. You've
used extenders. You haven't lived up to the
constitutional content of having three days for

Denocrats and Republicans to see what's in these
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budget bills, as well as the public.

The nost inportant part of our
representative denocracy is not us, Senators or
Assenbl ypeopl e or governors, they're the people
who didn't get to read that. The nedia, the
Fourth Estate, is inmportant to be able to see the
debates in a coherent way. |It's tough to be
coherent when you're giving us a bill and in
45 m nutes, an hour and a half, we have to read
t hese thousand-page particular bills.

Now, what's going to happen here --
and you could say what you want about bl am ng
Republ i cans in the past or Denocrats. But let ne
accentuate once again: This is the only tine you
have full power of all three areas of this
Legi slature and the Governor's office. And it's
not that this is a late budget, it's also that
it's a very bad budget.

And |'ve said this before. They've
talked to you in a series of ways of
affordability in this state. Now, at the end of
this whole thing, | know your side of the aisle
is going to get up and say, Hey, listen to al
t he good things we've done in this -- it's a

$230 billion budget, 8 billion nore than the
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previ ous year. You're going to go through a
whole litany, a whole list of wonderful things,
but there will be no postscript.

|"mgoing to give you the postscript
now, because you're not going to give it after
you say all those wonderful things about the
budget and what you' ve done over these past five
years. Because what's -- here's holistically
what is happening. And |I've said this before,
but I want the public and the nmedia to hear it,
because it beconmes a one-day story.

We' re nunber one in outmgration.

Do you understand that? Last year 319, 000 people
| eft the State of New York. They're voting with
their feet. Now, you can tell all those nice
things at the end. You can't get around the fact
that they're wal king out of the State of New
York. In fact, Hochul said that on the first day
of this year: |1'mgoing to incentivize people to
stay here.

You're one of seven states that | ost
anot her representative. That's a good thing?
That says your agenda and all these wonderful
t hi ngs have created sonmething wonderful? Do you

know you' re nunber two in Tax Freedom Day? And
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M. Ganaris has been here a long tine, |ike ne.
He knows what Tax Freedom Day i s.

That means anybody who works in
New York State, who actually takes a dollar hone
fromworking, of all 50 states, is nunber two.
You're going into May, of everybody who works in
this state, who takes a dollar hone. The rest
all goes to taxes. That's a third, that's a
third of what people earn in this state goes to
t axes.

W' re behind Florida now in
popul ation. And what you've done in this budget
is just doubled down on those things that have
created that.

Now, |'mgoing to close by saying
this about it, because this is the sinplest way
to say what this budget is all about. [It's not

only pie in the sky, it's pie and pork in the

sky. It's not sustainable. It's the sane old,
same old. It's people being not secure in their
comunity. It's people not staying honme and
guar anti ni ng because of COVID -- they're afraid

to go out in the night. And the statistics and
the data know that. Your Governor was telling

you t hat.
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And $8 billion nore you want to
spend? And what are you going to spend it for?
$700 million for noguls and mllionaires and
billionaires who come from Hol |l ywood to spend
three days or a week here to get people sone jobs
and say, Okay, get out of here now, |I'm]l eaving.
That's going to hel p our econony? That's going
to build jobs, $700 mllion for tax credits?
nmean, even sone of your guys over there think
that's not a smart thing to do.

So, Madam Presi dent and ny
col | eagues, by the sinple fact that we're not
getting these bills in a tinely fashion -- you
and | are not just public servants, we're
representatives. That neans you read a bill, you
di scuss it, you understand it, you come out, you
debate it. That's inpossible for us.

Now, | know you get the bills
earlier than we do and you have a better
understanding of those bills. But that's not the
point. W represent mllions of individuals on
our side. You should want us to help you do a
better job to keep people in New York State. And
this is not going to do it.

So thank you, Madam President. And
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" mgoing to be voting against this particular
bill and probably a |arge part of the budget,
unfortunately. Because |I would be derelict in ny
duties if you didn't allow ne to read these
budget passages and really understand them fully.

Thank you so rmuch, and thank you to
t he good Senator for answering sonme of ny
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng none, debate is closed. The
Secretary will ring the bell.

There's a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Fi nance, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 3004D and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
4004D, Third Readi ng Cal endar 715.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD
Substitution so ordered.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anaris to explain his vote.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Hi,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Since ny nane was brought up, | fee
conpel led to say sonmething. And | heard Senator
Tedi sco nention a lot of historical names as he
went through the history of the |ate budgets in
New York. Two nanes you did not hear nentioned
out of Senator Tedisco's nouth: GCeorge Pat aki
and Joe Bruno.

Now, maybe if he's doing the history
of | ate budgets, he should think about those
names and talk a little bit about them Because
let me tell everybody something. The four |atest
budgets in New York State history: 1997, George
Pataki's first term wth Republicans in charge
of this State Senate: 126 days late. 1999,
Ceorge Pataki's second term wth the Senate
Republ i cans in charge of the State Senate,

126 days | ate again. 2001, still George Pataki's
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second term and still the Senate Republicans in
charge: 125 days late. 2004, CGeorge Pataki's
third term-- and guess what, senate Republicans
still in charge of the Senate -- 133 days | ate,
the all-tine record for |ate budgets.

Congratul ations to all of you who were here at
that tine.

So yes, | have been around a | ong
time. In 1997 | was a staffer in the State
Legi slature and was | anenting the fact that ny
Fourth of July was rui ned because of the
| eadershi p of George Pataki and Joe Bruno.

So spare ne the hypocrisy. Perhaps
the reason there's one-party rule in this state
i s because the tenure of the Senate Republicans
was resoundingly rejected by the voters of this
state -- not once, not tw ce, but three tines,
with the historically large supermajority that
was just elected. Even in a year when ot her
Denocrats on the ballot were not doing as well.

So perhaps you should | ook inward.
Look at the man in the mrror if you' re |ooking
for the reasons why things are the way they are
in this chanber, and | think we'd do a | ot

better.
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W' re doing our best for the people
of this state, and that's why we keep getting
reel ect ed.

| vote yes, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anaris to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Tedi sco to explain his vote.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Yes, to explain
ny vote

Let ne tell you sonething, what ny
constituents are saying. They want a good,
bal anced budget on tinme. But they're al so saying
they're very worried about what's com ng. Wen
he tal ks about Pataki and Bruno, he forgot about
Shel don Silver, his hero, who was convi cted.
Served himover there greatly. He stood up
there, he debated with him supported him and
fought for their agenda which woul d have
destroyed New York State worse if Senator Bruno
and Ceorge Pataki didn't fight for reasonable
taxation for affordability. They had control of
the Senate. They had veto power.

You' ve got power over everything in
government, and you can't get it done.

We shoul d thank those guys for
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fighting for the best interests of our
constituents, and that's keeping people in
New York State. W wouldn't have 319, 000 peopl e
| eaving the state when they were working to give
us the best they could possibly give in fighting
Shel don Silver over there. And he was the guy
for himover in that house many tines.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Tedi sco to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Martins to explain his vote.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
t hank you very nmuch for the opportunity.

| rise again, first of all, to thank
the Senators in this chanber for the courtesy
that they served during this debate, especially
Senat or Krueger.

| have a |l ot of respect for the
traditions of this house. | think we all cheapen
it when we devol ve into discussions about
parti sanship and finger pointing. W're here to
di scuss a budget.

On that, 1'll be voting no on this
budget, because -- and this bill, because | do
find that there's a priority for housing in this

state, and | do find that there is a conmi t nent

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2907

t hat was made throughout this entire process that
we would find a way to work with our | ocal
comunities to build nore housing, Midam
President, and we woul d support their efforts for
t hose communities that are out there that are
actually looking to do just that but don't have
the resources to do it.

We have the ability to help, through
budgets, and we're m ssing that opportunity
t oday.

Now, | don't frankly want to know
whether it's the budget's initiative -- or the
Governor's initiative or sonmeone el se's
initiative. Wat | do knowis that | have |oca
comunities back home that need help. |If we're
going to build the housing that we keep talking
about as a priority for this state, they need
hel p. And this budget doesn't provide that help,
so |l will be providing a no vote today.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Martins to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Ryan to explain his vote.

SENATCOR RYAN: Madam Presi dent, | et

me tell you what ny constituents said they
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want ed. They said they wanted New York to invest
initself and to make New York State a better

pl ace. And they said specifically they want
investrments in their zoos, their botanical
gardens and their aquariuns. And we cane through
in this budget to deliver better things for
people in New York to do.

So we all know that New York State
has a big tourism econony and people go to the
zoos, the botanical gardens and the aquari umns.

So we put $250 mllion in operating aid into
these institutions to allow these cultural assets
to serve the community. People are com ng back
to these things post-pandem c. But we al so added
a brand-new pot of noney, that's $10 mllion, in
funding to support capital projects.

"1l give you an exanpl e,

Madam President. In the Gty of Buffalo we have
a zoo that was built during the Depression, the
Work Projects Administration -- another instance
of government investing in itself to make our

comunities better. But that zoo is getting old
and tired, so we are going to continue to invest
in cultural assets like the Buffalo Zoo, |ike

bot ani cal gardens, and |ike aquariuns around the
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st at e.

So we're going to help themw th
short-term mai nt enance problens, we're going to
help themw th | ong-term needs, but we're going
to help set themup to serve anot her generation
of New Yorkers.

So | proudly vote in the affirmative
on this budget vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ryan to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Lanza to explain his vote.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

|"mgoing to agree with nmy good
friend Senator G anaris on one point, which is

that an Al bany history | esson at this point is

not going to do anyone any good. | wll say
this, though

It's clear to me -- all you need do
is travel the state. | can tell you and report

from Staten Island the here and now, the plight
of New Yorkers. Crine is on the rise, and it has
been over the | ast several years, to the point
where there are nore robberies and burglaries and

nmurders than there have been in many decades here
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in New York.

New York is |ess safe,

Madam Presi dent, than it's been in nany, many
years. New York is |less affordable than it has
been ever -- certainly inny lifetinme, and |'ve
been around for quite a long tine now,

Madam Presi dent. The cost of groceries, the cost
of clothes, the cost to live in an apartnment or a
home is really out of sight in New York

The tax burden here in New York is
hi gher than it's ever been and hi gher than
anywhere else in Anerica. And lots of people are
asking a very sinple question: Wat are we
getting for being the nost taxed people in
America? And sadly the answer, nore often than
not, is not nuch.

W see drug overdose deat hs at
historic |evels. Thousands nore, and nmany times
nore, people are dying in New York from fentanyl
and drug overdoses than they are from gun
violence. That's just a fact. And we don't see
t he Governor calling any energency sessions to
deal with that, and she should. Because that's
what people are living through here in New York

And sadly, Madam President, |
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believe the reason why that is the state we find
ourselves in here in New York is because of
budgets like this. And because of budgets that
we' ve seen over the |ast several years.

So Madam President, until | see a
budget that | think is going to inprove and
change the path for New York to the upside, 1"l
be voting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Lanza to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Hi nchey to explain her vote.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

W' ve had a | ot of conversation,

i nteresting conversation here on the floor today.

But often sonme of the great things that we do in

t hese budgets get lost. And so | rise today to

highlight two that are in this budget right now
Climate resilient farm ng and

bringing in our farmers and agriculture as

partners to fight the climate crisis is critical.

And not only have we fully funded the clinate
resilient farmng line, but for the first tine
ever we've actually carved out funding for

agroforestry, which will actually start to pay
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farmers for ecosystem managenent -- doing the
work that they're already doing, helping them
stay in business, and maeking sure that we have a
pl anet for future generations to |ive on.

The second item which is a
brand-new item is a volunteer firefighter
capital fund. Al of our firefighters dedicate
their tine away fromtheir famly, they put their
lives on the Iine, they m ss birthdays, they mss
graduations -- all to protect their comunities.

And often it's our vol unteer
firefighters who are representing and supporting
rural smaller communities across our state.
They're the ones that are the lifeline to many,
froma healthcare perspective and a safety
perspective. Wthout themin our snmall and
upstate communities, we woul d have not hi ng.

And they are struggling. They are
left trying to nmeet both federal standards and
state standards for their health and safety and
that of the community, but they don't have the
f unds.

Here in this budget today, for the
very first tine, we are investing $25 mllion to

actually reinvest in our volunteer firefighters,
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maki ng sure that they have the capital, the
equi pnent, and the houses to do their jobs safely
and to protect the rest of us.

So there are sonme wonderful things
in this budget, but | wanted to make sure to take
a chance to highlight two that are new prograns
this year that we are investing in that will be a
game changer for many of our communities across
t he state.

And for that, Madam President,
vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Hi nchey to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Kavanagh to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

It just was nmentioned by one of ny
col | eagues on the other side of the aisle that we
do i ndeed need to continue to invest in housing.
In this capital budget, we are continuing
somet hi ng we began | ast year, which is a very
substantial investnment of state capital funding
in the budget. Last year we included a

$5.5 billion, five-year capital plan for housing.
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It is the largest such plan we've had in nmany,
many years in this state. And the collective
val ue of that over -- of the spending of the
state over five years is nmany nultiples of that,
about 25 billion if you include all the tax
incentives that go through the state.

Thi s budget adds to that. W have
$135 million in new capital funding to maintain
and support public housing. W have $50 mllion
in new capital funding to support and preserve
the Mtchell-Lama Program these buil dings that
are in our districts and providi ng hones,
especi al |y homeownershi p opportunities for people
across the state.

W have $7 nmillion for the Housing
Qpportunity Program for the Elderly and
$3 mllion, including $2 mllion that folks in
this house fought for, for the Access to Hone
program which is a programthat ensures that
there's noney avail able to nmake sure that
homes are avail abl e and accessi ble for people
with disabilities. | would note that ny
col | eague Senator Scarcel |l a- Spanton noved a bill
| ast week that ensures that people who have a

di sability because of their service in the
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mlitary are also eligible and given priority for
t hat program

And | astly, we have a new program
that we chanpioned | ast year that is intended to
deal with our snmaller towns and rural
communities, the Small Rental Devel opnent
Initiative. M colleague Senator H nchey made an
i mportant point |ast year that a | ot of the
progranms that we have only support | arger
bui | di ngs that maybe are not appropriate for
small towns and villages. So this is a new
programthat we forwarded | ast year, and we're
adding $7 mllion of capital to allow that kind
of devel opnent to happen throughout our
communi ti es.

There will be other housing
initiatives in other parts of this budget, but I
just thought it was worth highlighting those
capi tal expenditures now.

And with that, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Kavanagh to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- SI GAL: Thank you,
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Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to stand and | aud ny
col | eagues' efforts, including our Finance chair,
Senat or Krueger, and of course our |eader Andrea
Stewart-Cousins, for their support of a historic
i nvestment in a new nuseum on the Upper West Side
of Manhattan, the LGBTQ Anerican Hi story Miseum
Thi s budget puts forward $7.35 mllion in capital
because it is tine now, Madam President, to tel
the history of LGBTQ+ peopl e, conmenorate and
cel ebrate our journey, and inspire pride.

According to the founder of this
museum visitors will be enlightened,
entertai ned, and exposed to LGBTQ culture as well
as a docunented history otherw se unavail abl e or
difficult to access.

This is so inportant,
Madam Pr esi dent, because the LGBTQ popul ation, in
particul ar transgender fol ks and specifically
transgender youth, are under attack fromcoast to
coast in this country.

This is New York's statenent that we
support the LGBTQ+ popul ati on, we support
transgender New Yorkers, we support transgender

yout h.
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And | especially want to conpli nment
nmy col | eague Senator Serrano, the chair of our
arts and cultural initiatives, for this amazing,
amazing initiative that's going to make a
difference in the lives of not just New Yorkers
but 1 think Americans who visit New York Gty and
see our history. LGBTQ history is Anerican
hi story.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Hoyl man- Sigal to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 715, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,

O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent

can we now nove on to Cal endar 717, Senate Print

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2918

4007C

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
717, Senate Print 4007C, Budget Bill, an act to
anend Part H of Chapter 59 of the Laws of 2011.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent, |
bel i eve there's an amendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendnment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Wber to be heard.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of the anmendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

Madam Presi dent, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that Senator Whber be recognized to be
heard on the appeal .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or Weber nmay be heard.

Senat or Weber.
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SENATOR WEBER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to appeal the ruling of the
chair. The proposed anmendnment is germane to the
bill at hand because both the anendnent and the
bill amend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

You know, this bill before us would
i ncrease the COLA by 4 percent. Wile this
increase is welconme, it is nowhere near the rise
of the Consuner Price Index, which hit al nost
9 percent l|ast year. This amendnent woul d
i ncrease the COLA for human service agencies by
8.5 percent.

As we all know, New Yorkers continue
to face a healthcare worker and direct care
support professional shortage. Last year's
budget only increased the human services
cost-of-living adjustnent by 5.4 percent and
provided $500 million in funding. This |ong
overdue rai se, which provides funds for nonprofit
agencies that enploy direct care workers was a
step in the right direction, but it's clearly
still not enough.

Calls to increase the COLA by

11.8 percent were rejected by this Majority | ast
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year, and this year the increase is even | ower.

We need to rem nd ourselves that
it's our duty as legislators to | ook out for al
New Yorkers. This means putting others,
particularly the people that we represent, before
oursel ves and our own livelihoods.

Those that care for the needs of
vul nerabl e popul ati ons, such as those inpacted by
di sability or needing direct care support, have
the nost need for our help right now It is our
duty as legislators to serve all New Yorkers,
which | believe it is, and this is the first step
to | ook out for others.

W need to imediately pass this
anmendnent so our nental health, disability, and
ot her human services direct care work
prof essional s have the ability and resources to
hel p other people who need it the nost, and who
continue to work to train and recruit others to
dedicate their lives to this inportant field.

Pl ease, everyone in this room
urge you to pass this amendnent and increase the
pay for our hardworking human services nonprofit
provi ders.

"1l be voting aye, and | encourage
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everyone in this roomto also vote aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATOR LANZA: Request a show of
hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: A show
of hands is request ed.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
recall of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Are there any ot her Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Senator Gallivan.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

WI1l the sponsor or respective
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appropriate nenber of the Majority yield for a
guesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: What is
the topic, Senator Gallivan?

SENATCOR GALLI VAN Pardon ne? The
heal t h budget .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Heal t h

SENATOR GALLI VAN: If I may, | have

guestions in a nunber of different areas, and
"1l identify themas we nove al ong.

But the first question | have is a
general question --

SENATOR RI VERA: | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Pardon ne? You
yi el d.

SENATOR RI VERA: | vyield.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Thank you.

First question, general question.
What is the total anpbunt of spending in the area
of Medi cai d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam President, $1.4 billion.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: W11l the sponsor
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continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Apol ogi es.
Through you, Madam Presi dent, apol ogi es.
$140 billion. Apol ogies.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Now wi | |
t he sponsor yield now?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes, | wll yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: And how does
this conpare to spending in the |ast fiscal year?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, about a $5 billion increase from
| ast fiscal year.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: | didn't hear,
"' m sorry.

SENATOR RI VERA: Apol ogi es.
Through you, Madam President, about a $5 billion
i ncrease since |last fiscal year.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Thank you.

WI1l the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR RI VERA: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: I'd like to
focus on Part E, hospitals.

SENATOR RI VERA: M1 hmm

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor vyi el ds?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes.

SENATCOR GALLI VAN So the Executive
Budget originally proposed to increase the
i npatient Medicaid rate for hospitals by
5 percent. This -- the bill before us now
expands the increase to 7.5 percent total. Wat
dol | ar anmpbunt does that represent? The total
spendi ng.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam President, the 7.5, the increases are that
are on this budget, as opposed to the original
Executive proposal, anmount to a 7.5 percent
increase in Medicaid rates for inpatient services
for hospitals. 6.5 percent for outpatient
hospitals, and that -- the total anobunts to a
total of al most $395 million.

And t hrough you, Madam Presi dent,
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since | know he's going to ask, I'll just go
ahead. For nursing homes and assisted |iving
prograns, the -- there's a 6.5 percent increase
for nursing homes and a 6.5 percent increase for
ALPs or assisted living prograns. That amounts
to a total of $216 mllion, for a total Medicaid
rei nbursenent total, additional, of
$611.4 mllion.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Regar di ng
hospitals, if | understand correctly, this is a
$395 million increase fromlast year. | m ght
not have phrased the question the right way.
What is the total amount of spending for
hospi tal s?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam President, if | nmay seek a clarification
fromthe Senator. | responded to an earlier

guestion related to the total spending of
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Medi caid. He would -- through you,

Madam President, is he seeking -- is his question

specifically about hospital spendi ng?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Gl livan, can you clarify, please?

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Yes. Maybe |
can be clearer with the question.

What does the 7.5 percent
rei nmbursenent to hospitals translate to in
dol I ars?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, | responded earlier to break it
down specifically as it relates to inpatient
services, since | should note that in the
ori ginal Executive proposal, inpatient and
out patient were not included, it was only
i npati ent services.

| npati ent services, the 7.5 percent,
that anounts to $319 mllion between inpatient
and outpatient services. And -- apologies. |
said the 7.5 percent, Madam President, through
you, accounts for $319 mllion for inpatient
services and 76.1 for outpatient services. That
is a 6.5 percent increase.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Wul d the
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sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Is that the
total increase or the total spending?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

Madam President, that is the total increase.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Thank you.

Whul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: | do,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: So many of us of
course heard from constituents about the 340B
carveout and the problens that were predicted
because of that.

Now, if I recall correctly, and the
Senat or may have -- well, the question wll be:

Do | recall correctly that the initial
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projections were that the hospitals would | ose in
t he nei ghborhood of $500 mllion with the 340B
change?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, the estimtes vary. But | think
that that was one of the nunbers that was
di scussed. But the calculations are vari ed.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR GALLI VAN So we know the
troubl e that hospitals are in, many of them Not
every one, of course. But we heard it throughout
t he budget hearings, nmany of us heard it in our
of fices fromour various constituents regarding
hospitals, and there was concern w th what
hospitals that realized 340B savi ngs, what they
woul d | ose.

And we heard fromthe Medicaid
director that a portion of what woul d be nade up

of course, would be the increased Medicaid
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rei nbursenents. But it appears that they're not
even going to cone close. And nmy question would
be, am| accurate -- in this exchange here, am/
accurate in conmng to the conclusion that the
hospitals collectively, if we just make this
conparison, will be out over a hundred mllion
dol I ars?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

Madam Pr esi dent, based on clains by the

Executive -- | will underline clainms by the
Executive -- based on the 319 mllion that we are
i ncreasing the reinbursenment rates -- that | wll
remnd you is state share -- that when the
federal noney comes in, they will be better off.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: | f the sponsor
will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Do you have
faith in then®?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. What do you think?
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SENATOR GALLI VAN: Did you say
"What do you think?"

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, what do you think?

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Does he want ne
to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Gl livan, he's asking you to yield for a
guesti on.

SENATCOR GALLI VAN | don't believe
the math added up in the first place. And so
| -- will the sponsor --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: So I'll go back
to the question that hasn't been answered yet.
Does the sponsor have faith that the Departnent
of Health will properly reinburse the hospitals
the way that they indicated they would, through
their testinony?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

Madam President, | have serious doubts that what
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isin front of us is going to be enough to
address the concerns of hospitals statew de. But
it is the best that we could get done.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: So we'll stick
with Part E, in particular the Indigent Care Pool
reduction. And this particular budget proposes
to reduce the disproportionate share spending for
general hospitals by $85 mllion. Com ng on top

of cuts to the 2021 enacted budget, which was a

reduction in that area of 150 mllion, totaling
over 235 mllion annually, does the sponsor
believe that hospitals will be able to survive

t hese cuts?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, | sure hope so.
SENATOR GALLI VAN: | didn't hear, |
apol ogi ze.
SENATOR RI VERA: | repeat --
t hrough you, Madam President -- | sure hope so.
SENATOR GALLI VAN: If we can nove
to Part NN.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?
SENATOR GALLI VAN: This is the hone

care worker wage increase, that area.
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SENATOR RI VERA: Yes, | yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR GALLI VAN Rat her than ne
trying to articulate the increases and the
decreases, can you take me through what is going
to happen with the wage increase?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam President. So according to the final
budget agreenent, the mninmum wage rates are
increased by -- will be increased by $1.55
begi nning on -- decreased. (Conferring.)

Through you, Madam President, the
bottomline here is that the effect is that the
home care workers with wage parity, wages wl|l
remain flat for one year and then continue to
grow after that.

The goal here to is peg the

wage from-- the honme care worker wages to the
overall m nimumwage rate increase, which will be
di scussed obviously in the | abor budget bill that
we will have |ater.

SENATOR GALLI VAN So the
suppl emrent al wage - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does t he
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

The suppl enental wage essentially
provi des for differences in wages for New York
City and part of the downstate area to account
for the cost of living. And if | understood
correctly, it was supposed to increase --

i ncrease on Cctober 1st of 2023. And I'm
understanding -- did | read the budget correctly
that this increase is not going to take pl ace?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam President, that is correct. It will be --
it will happen -- it is delayed until January.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Del ayed t o when?
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SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, January of next year.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Bear with ne.
s that the location pay? It would make it
easier for me to understand. The sponsor
indicated that's delayed until January 1st of
next year. And | nmay not be reading it
correctly, but I am-- the way I'mreading this
is that there is sinply going to be an increase
in the hourly m ni num wage on January 1st of next
year. |Is that -- is that one and the sanme as the
| ocation pay? O is that a separate increase in
m ni mum wage?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam President. Again, | seek clarification
fromthe Senator. |If you're -- there are
di fferences, there are regional differences, but

that does refer to the increase. But there are
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regi onal differences.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Let nme try to
ask it a different way, if the sponsor would
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes, ma' am

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Ckay. 1'Il try
to put it in language instead of these dates and
all that.

In totality, when we go through al
of this over the next several years, the pluses
and the mnuses, if you include both the base and
suppl emrent al wage, woul dn't hone care workers
under this particular -- the |anguage that's in
the bill, actually realize a cut when conpared to
what they ot herw se woul d have received had the
schedul ed doll ar increase in October not been
repeal ed?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, no.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: W11l the sponsor

continue to yield.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2936

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes, ma' am

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR GALLI VAN If we could nove
to Part DD, the human service cost-of-Iliving
adj ust nment .

And the question has to do with this
budget now i ncreases the cost-of-Iliving
adj ustment by 4 percent, which represents a
1.5 percent increase fromwhat the Executive
proposed. W know that the Consunmer Price |ndex
has i ncreased significantly, about 9 percent |ast
year. And many of us heard from our constituents
in the human service field about the need for a
COLA increase of 8.5 percent.

So the sinple question is, why was
that rejected?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, you're going to have to ask the
| ady downstairs.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does t he
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Who is the | ady
downstairs?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, the | ady downstairs on the
second floor is the Governor, that |lady. That
| ady you' ve got to ask.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes. Yup.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Can you nove on
to Part FF, OPWDD flexibility for del egated
nursi ng tasks, that area.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: You good?

SENATCR RI VERA: | believe that
OPWDD i s handl ed by Senator Brouk. But go ahead
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and ask your questi on.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: So the
Legislature rejected the Executive's proposal to
increase flexibility in del egating nursing tasks
whi ch woul d al |l ow direct support staff in the
OPWDD community to do certain things, under the
appropriate supervision. Wich the theory would
be, of course, is that it would allow nore
individuals to transition into nore independent
settings. And that was rejected, and ny question
i s why.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | was m staken. It is not
Senat or Brouk, because that is Mental Health

It is Senator Mannion, and he wil|
take that questi on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Manni on.

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thank you,
Madam President. Wuld the Senator m nd
repeati ng the question.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR GALLI VAN: The Legislature
rejected the Executive's proposal to increase

flexibility in delegating nursing tasks by
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all owi ng direct support staff in the OPWD
comuni ty-based prograns to do certain things, of
course under appropriate supervision. Wich the
theory is that it would allow nore individuals to
transition into nore independent settings.

And ny question is, why was this
proposal rejected?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | believe that the -- nmany of
t he nurses had conveyed to us, and ot her nedical
prof essional s, that although the distribution of
medi cation is inmportant, that it's just as
i nportant to assess the individual after that
nmedi cation is given.

And t herefore, although there are
great challenges in many of these settings
regarding staffing, it was the Senate's position
to reject based on those recommendati ons.

SENATCOR GALLI VAN WI1l the Senator
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
will you yield?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR GALLI VAN: | s there any
alternatives proposed to help ease that burden
out in the field, out in this community?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, | know that as a Legislature we
are open to having those conversations. And
certainly there is an office in place that would
be charged with naki ng sure that any
recommendati ons that needed | egislative approval
woul d come to us.

But at this point I'mopen to those
conversations. |'mnot aware that there is an
alternative proposal in our one-house budget.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Thank you.

Whul d t he sponsor continue to yield
specifically about Part BB, dealing with opioid
addi ction and banni ng fentanyl anal ogues?

SENATOR RI VERA: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR GALLI VAN The Executive
put forth a proposal to -- a nunber of proposals
to tackle the fentanyl crisis plaguing our state.
Speci fically, though, why does this budget reject

adding the crimnal sale of an imtation
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controll ed substance to the definition of a drug
trafficking fel ony?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, because we believe that
crimnalization does not work. We believe
that -- and | certainly believe that just
figuring out how many nore people we can put in
jail for anything related to drugs does not
actually solve the problem

Treat ment sol ves the probl em
Recovery sol ves the problem Harmreduction
solves the problem Crimnalization does not
sol ve the problem

SENATOR GALLI VAN: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yup.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Based on
Department of Health statistics, we've seen
significant increases in outpatient emergency
department visits due to opioid overdoses ot her

t han heroin, which includes fentanyl. In New
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York City alone, fentanyl was deleted {sic} in
80 percent -- I'msorry, was detected, rather, in
80 percent of drug overdose deat hs.

| think the data suggests -- nore
than I think that it suggests; it shows that al
the policies that we're enbracing right now
aren't working. So the question that | have is
not -- is not -- is not how do we deal with the
i ndi vi dual who m ght be addicted or the
i ndi vidual taking the drugs, it's nmore how do we
keep it out of their hands. And taking a step
further, we've got people who are disrespecting
all of us and all the citizens of the state and
all of the people who have a problem-- a nedical
probl em perhaps a nental problem \Watever the
problemis, with drug addiction. In certain
cases al cohol addiction too, but let's just stay
with what fentanyl is doing to people.

So how do we stop the people that

are giving it to our kids and our brothers and

our sisters and ultimately killing them because
of the problemthat they have? |'mfocused on we
al ways say the dealer. But thisis -- it's a bad

human being that's giving it to sonebody, and

it's the sonebody that we | ove that's dying.
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So how do we deal with that? The
bad guy or the bad girl that is -- |I'mtaking
several junps, but ultimately poisoning the
peopl e that we | ove and poi soning people in our
communi ti es.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | would certainly agree with ny
col | eague that the policies we have foll owed for
generati ons now have not worked.

And what have those policies been,
Madam Presi dent? Putting people in prison,
putting people in jail, and punishing them
t hi nki ng that somebody who is addicted is
stigmatized as a crimnal, sonmebody that shoul d
just be thrown away.

And we have not invested as we need
to. Because | would agree with -- | agree with
nmy col |l eague, Madam President, | would agree --
tal ki ng about that |ady downstairs again, that
there's things that she needs to do to conmt
herself to actually doing changes and investing
in things that actually work, |ike overdose
prevention centers.

As a matter of fact, Madam

President, there was a bill that we passed on
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this floor just a couple of years ago, ny bill --
| was very proud to pass it -- which actually
woul d create the opioid settlenment fund.
basically in the |l egal actions that we take

agai nst pharnmaceuti cal conpani es, which have
benefited fromactual -- the deaths of so nany
people. W wanted to nake sure that every single
dol | ar, Madam President, went to treatnent, went
to harmreduction, went to recovery. And yet
this adm nistration continues to not take the
advi ce of the board that was created when that
bill was passed.

So yes -- Madam President, through
you -- as ny coll eague says, the policies that we
have fol |l owed for generations have not worked.

We are trying to change that. As a matter of
fact, the two overdose prevention centers, Madam
President, that are functioning right now have
saved al nost a thousand lives already. As
opposed to having people die of overdoses in
their -- in bathroons in McDonald' s or in parks
or in their bedroons, they're actually going
sonepl ace, getting treated |i ke a human bei ng,
getting treated respectfully, and actually

seeking treatnment and staying alive.
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So, Madam President, | would agree
with nmy coll eague that we need to do far nore on
this. And what | would not agree with ny
col |l eague is that we need to follow policies
whi ch further crimnalize the people who are
involved in the drug trade. W need to actually
do nmuch nore about harm reduction and about
decrimnalization, as opposed to just
stigmati zi ng people, again, for sonething el se
that they're using.

Through you, Madam Presi dent.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield.

SENATOR RI VERA: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: "1l wthhold
t he di scussion on the overdose prevention centers
for a different day and talk -- | have one -- one
nore question specifically about the budget.

And the question has to do with does
this budget do anything not to deal with an
i ndi vi dual who m ght use drugs or harmthensel ves
with the use of drugs or illicit substances --

does this budget at all address the drug deal er
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and try to do anything about stopping the drug
deal er from doi ng what they're doi ng?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | will repeat what | said. The
proposal s in the budget were about further
crimnalization as opposed to inproved
i nvestnents in harmreduction, treatnent, and
recovery.

We've gotten the best that we could
out of the negotiations, and here we are.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield.

SENATOR RI VERA: Yeah.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: " m not sure
that that answer deals specifically with the drug
deal ers and does this budget do anything to
address a drug deal er and stop the drug deal er
fromdealing the drugs that are killing the
peopl e we | ove.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, this budget does put noney --
one second. (Conferring.)

So through you, Madam Presi dent,
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t hi s budget does put noney towards DAs, to
support DAs in cases of overdose deaths. But it
just -- | will repeat once again, since we are
focused strictly on this budget docunment that is
in front of us -- that neasures that deal wth
crimnalization do not solve the problem They
never have, they never wll.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Gall'ivan on the bill.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: First 1'd Iike
to thank both Senator Rivera and Senator Mannion
for taking the tine to answer the questions.

The health area of the budget is --
it's very large, we know that. W spend a
significant anmount of noney on this. It's the
bi ggest area of spending. And there's many
things that | could talk about, but for the sake
of time | will not. | only want to speak very
briefly about hospitals. And | share the
concerns | think of many, including ny coll eague
Senator Rivera: Hospitals are in trouble. And I
think we need to do nore. And | don't think this
budget properly addresses it.

And that is all, Madam President --
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and now M. President, and | thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Gallivan.

Senat or Ashby.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,

M. President. WII the sponsor yield regarding
guestions on Part 1I.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you.

It looks like there's a 6.5 percent
rate increase for nursing homes and assi sted
living. But also the |anguage identifies that it
could go up to 7.5 percent contingent on approval
fromthe comm ssioner of the Departnent of
Heal t h, DOB and CIVS.

How woul d they get fromt hat
6.5 percent to the 7.5 percent?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, there is a process by which the
adm nistration -- at least that's what they're

saying -- that they're going to go to CM5 and
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ask -- meaning the Center for Medicaid Services,
which is the federal agency that deals with
Medi caid -- through you, M. President -- and
they are going to ask them whet her they could go
up to 7.5. And if they're approved, then they
would go up to 7.5.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR ASHBY: So it sounds I|ike
it would just -- it would be purely upon federal
approval, there's no internediary at the state?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, it would be -- the internediary
woul d be the Medicaid director, who would go and
seek approval. And then if we had the federal
approval, then it would be -- it woul d happen.

SENATOR ASHBY: Wbul d t he sponsor

continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WI1l the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yup.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR ASHBY: Wuldn't it nake
sense at this point, after 15 years, to exam ne
how our Medicaid reinbursement rates are in terns
of rebasing?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, yup.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ASHBY: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Sure will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR ASHBY: What seens to be --
what seens to be the hol dup or the issue
regardi ng why this hasn't happened yet?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, ask the | ady downstairs.
SENATOR ASHBY: Wbul d t he sponsor

continue to yield.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yup.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: | s there any
rationale given -- given to this body as to why
this isn't -- this isn't happeni ng?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
M. President, not one that |1'd repeat here, no.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Ashby.

Senat or Hel m ng.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
M. President. Through you, will the sponsor
yield for a few questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

Senator Rivera.
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In response to an earlier question
from Senator Gllivan, | heard your frustration
about the 340B program You and | sat next to
each other during the budget -- the hearings, and
we both shared our concerns. So | understand
your frustration. | share your frustration. |'m
real ly concerned about our hospitals, especially
our snaller hospitals that serve so nany of the
comunities that | represent.

But | wanted to ask you about what's
in the budget for the federally qualified
heal t hcare centers, centers |like Finger Lakes
Community Health. They serve the small cities in
all of the rural areas in ny district. Wthout
t hem because we don't have other providers --
we're short providers, we're short facilities.
They provide nobile services. They go out to our
farms. They provide dental service to our
children. They provide nental health services.
And when you tal k about treatnment, that we need
to invest in treatment, this is what we need.

So what is in the budget for these
federally qualified health centers?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, not enough.
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SENATOR HELM NG | f the sponsor
will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yup.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Senat or, you had
proposed | anguage that it seened to ne that nost
provi ders, people on both sides of the political
aisle, that we all agreed on your bill |anguage.
Is that in the budget?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, no, it is not.

SENATOR HELM NG | f the sponsor
will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Senator, can you
explain to me that if this is such a priority
that we all agree on, why isn't it in the budget?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
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M. President, at the risk of sounding
repetitive, ask the | ady downstairs.

SENATOR HELM NG Thr ough you
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yup.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG "' m asking the
chair of the Senate Health Comm ttee, a person
who's a nenber of a supermmjority here.

Senator Rivera, | feel |ike you have
the power and the ability to make things happen.
We have got to figure out a way to hel p these
federally qualified healthcare centers. They --
wi thout them | truly don't know what people in
my community -- and not just ny comrunity, but
across this state, are going to do.

What can we do to make sure that
t hey get adequate funding so they can keep their
doors open?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President. | wish that | had nore power than
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| do now on this particular issue, certainly.

Negoti ations are what they are. W
got the best that we can. And, you know, here we
are, just, you know, just -- just one nonth
removed from when this was supposed to take
pl ace, and this is the best that we could get.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

M. President, on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hel m ng on the bill.

SENATOR HELM NG | can't tell you
how deeply disturbing this is to ne. W all
agree that we need to provide services to peopl e,
whet her it's nedical, dental, nental health. And
again, these federally qualified healthcare
centers, they're the ones who are delivering to
t he people nost in need. They're using nobile
units. How are they going to put gas in their
facilities when the State of New York is taking
noney out of their pockets?

| will be voting no on this bill,
and | urge everyone to vote no. Stand up for the
people. Stand up and vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wl czyk.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
Madam President -- or M. President, |I'msorry.
Swi tched faces up there.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Roxanne
does it better.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR WALCZYK: On the health and
mental hygiene bill, looking to chat with soneone
about Part S in regards to energency nedi cal
servi ces.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ri vera, would that be you?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yup. | yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ri vera vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Great. Through
you, M. President, if the sponsor would yield
for sone questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: The Cover nor
proposed an energency nedi cal services training
programin her original budget proposal because
there's such a dire need for staff and trained

i ndi viduals, especially in rural EM5. Wat does
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this budget do with new or expanded prograns for
trai ni ng EMS personnel ?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, this budget would use DOH -- the
Department of Health woul d establish funds for
recruitment in nental health and wel | ness
progranms. They would al so i ssue regul ations for
I i censi ng energency nedical technicians and
speci ali zed credentialing of energency nedi cal
technicians, as well as allowi ng the possibility
of an agency having a specialization.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yup.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: That's what |
read as well. What | asked is, what does this
budget bill that's presented before us here today
do for training, either new or expanded training,
as the Governor proposed in her budget -- or, as

you like to refer to her, as the wonan downstairs

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2958

proposed in her original budget?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
M. President, the funds are for recruitnment and
retention. There is not really any funding
identified for training.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | find that it's
al ways nost difficult to find the things in the

budget that aren't in the budget. So was her

training programfor EMS in the State of New York

rejected in this final budget bill?
SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
M. President, yes.
SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR RI VERA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: The Cover nor
proposed -- or the woman downstairs, as ny
col |l eague likes to refer to her as, she proposed
nobi |l e i ntegrated healthcare | anguage. This has
been operating as a pilot programin the State of
New York for a while. Agencies have seen sone
great success.

Was her | anguage included in this
final budget bill?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, it did not nake it into the fina
budget .
SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wul d you give us

a justification for why that was renoved fromthe
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budget proposal ?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, negotiations are what they are.
And not every party at the table was in agreenent
that it should be included.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yup.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: EMS provi ders,
who nmany are in fiscal danger right now across
New York State, asked for Medicaid rate reform
Did they get it in this budget?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, they did not.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yup.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor yields. And so does Siri.

SENATOR WALCZYK: EMS providers for
along time in New York State -- and | know you
know this, M. Chairnman -- have been asking for a
direct pay option frominsurers to avoid fraud
and nonpaynent fromthose who they carry and
bring that critical nedical transport.

Did they get it in this final
budget ?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, they did not.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Sorry to hear
t hat .

And t hrough you, M. President, if
t he sponsor would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Do you consi der
energency nedi cal services essential?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, | absolutely do.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yup.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Does this budget
reflect a | anguage change to describe themin
health | aw as "essential"?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, this final budget does not. But
our one-house budget did.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Have you ever had
a look at the EMs org chart in the State of

New York, all of the agencies that they report
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SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
M. President, yes, | have.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Did it nake sense
to the good and | earned chairman, or am | just

new enough here that this was confusing for a

newbi e?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
M. President, | think we all agree that the only
good one is Liz. She's the good Senator. |I'm

not sure how | earned I am

But in either case, it is -- it is
certainly needl essly conplicat ed.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President, on
the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

Wal czyk on the bill.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Si xty percent of
paid EM5 in New York State are saying they have a
di m ni shed ability to answer calls. The chairman
said they are essential.

Hal f of the volunteer -- over half
of the volunteer enmergency nedical services
descri be thensel ves as severely inpaired by a
| ack of volunteerism Yet we call them
essential, but we don't say it in the | aw

Thi s budget adds | ayers of confusion
to that org chart we tal ked about a nonment ago.

It adds anot her bl ock, another |ayer of
governmental confusion for enmergency nedica
services that does nothing but to renove |oca
i nput and take providers out of circulation.

EMS is on the verge of crisis. They
made sone sinple requests -- sone of those that |
lined out in debate, sonme they've been advocating
for years, sone they're saying are critical in
this year alone -- and this budget conpletely
fails them And I'mtrenmendously concerned about
the state of rural EMS, and so should you be.

Thi s budget also fails human service
wor kers on the cost-of-1iving adjustnment and our

| ocal comunity healthcare centers with the 340B
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carveout, which only hurts [ owincome famlies
and those who are nost di sadvant aged across
New York State.

" mtremendously di sappoi nted by
what's been presented here today, and | will vote
no.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Senator Martins.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

M. President.

Wul d t he good Senator, ny dear
friend Senator Rivera, please yield for just a
coupl e of questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President. Again, took the "l|earned" out,
whi ch is appropriate.

Yes, | wll indeed yield.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Good friend.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.
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Senator, in Part S there's a
reference to volunteer firefighters being able to
access health benefits regardl ess of the anpunt
of funds derived frompublic sources. That is,
vol unteer firefighters would have access to
heal t h i nsurance.

| was wondering if you could tell us
who woul d be paying for that health insurance.
Wuld it be paid for by the |ocal municipality,
the village, the fire district that oftentines
has the anbul ance corps as one of its conpanies?
Can you provide clarity?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, it -- what the budget proposes is
a codification of current practice, which has the
i ndi vi dual, the volunteer thenselves, paying for
the health care prem um

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

M. President. Through you, if the sponsor would
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

Just so we're clear, if they are
vol unteers, they have the option as a vol unteer
to access health insurance through the
muni ci pality that provides that energency
service, but it would be at their cost, not at
the cost of the district or the village or the
town or the taxpayer.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, that is correct.
SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
M. President. Thank you.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank

you, Senator Martins.

Are there any other Senators wi shing

to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
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Fernandez to explain her vote.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you so
much, M. President.

And t hank you to our sponsor and
| eader for fighting so hard the way they did to
get to where we are with the health and nenta
health bill.

Thi s conference, under the
| eadership of Andrea Stewart-Cousins, really did
try to do the nost. And we know when it cones to
our health and nental health and overal
wel | - being, we always need to try to do the nost.

And of course | wi sh that we could
have done nmore. | wish that we got to a higher
COLA. | wish that we could have added every task
force when it comes to suicide prevention. But
it cannot be lost, the good things that were in
t hi s budget.

As chair of Al cohol and
Subst ance Use Disorders, | amvery proud to see
t hat now we have dual licensing and the ability
for those that have co-occurring disorders and
nmental heal th needs and substance use needs can
still get the full, round support that they've

al ways needed.
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It's been | ong overdue, but this is
a big step in naking sure that no one faces
further barriers when they are trying to get
t hensel ves on a better path to recovery.

| am very proud too that we included
| anguage on certain topics. | wish we could have
done nore. But it is a big step and a big win
that we included a task force for Daniel's Law
Because when it conmes to nental health crises in
this state, we have to be better, we have to do
better, and we have to start setting up a
structure that will be better.

And a task force is a first step. |
amready for a pilot program | know many of us
are. But the work that has been done to get this
budget to where it is cannot be ignored.

And for that, | vote in the
affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Fernandez to be recorded in the affirmtive.

Senat or Harckhamto explain his
vot e.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
M. President.

|"ve been sitting listening to the
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debate. | want to thank ny friend

Senator Martins for asking us to speak on the
substance of bills and not so nmuch the political
tit-for-tat. But | do need to respond to just
some of the things that were said on policy.

You know, our health system was
starved for 12 years. Medicaid rates were held
flat. Qur behavioral health agencies
rei mbursenents were held flat. In sone cases
there were periods of tinme where they received
cl awbacks. And our col | eagues on the other side
of the aisle were in the ngjority through nost of
t hat .

So it's alittle disingenuous to
hear that when we in the Majority set out years
ago to begin to bring those agencies back to
where they need to be, that we were not funding
enough.

And at the begi nning of the debate
we heard that we were spending too nuch, and now
in this debate we're hearing we're not spending
enough.

So |l wuuld like to say that I'm
voting for this because this continues the

nmeasured increase that this Majority started a
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few years ago for all of the O agencies, the
human service workers, the fol ks in our nursing
homes, the folks in our hospitals -- increasing
Medi caid rates as nuch as we could in a
responsi bl e way this year, continuing the
increases to all of the O agencies who' ve been
starved for 12 years.

So I think we've made a | ot of
positive strides, not just |ast year but this
year as well. Renenber, there's a conpoundi ng
effect.

So for those reasons, 1'll be voting
aye on this budget bill.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Harckhamto be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Brouk to explain her vote.

SENATOR BROUK: Thank you,

M. President.

You know, | think, as many of us
have described today, it's a mxed bag. | think
this budget in general; specifically, this budget
bill.

But there are sone really amazing

things that we've been able to acconplish. There
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are sonme things that | know many of us wi sh we
had been able to do nore of. And there are
things that frankly are going to be really
difficult for sone of us when we go back to talk
to our communities.

| have to add -- and nany have
tal ked about this -- there are difficulties when
we | ook at our hospitals, when we | ook at the
effects of these changes for 340B. Many of us
feel we were put in a difficult position to get
back as nuch as we could for our institutions.
And | know certainly the fight will not end
today, as | continue to fight for funding to keep
afl oat both our hospitals in the Rochester area
and so many of our clinics that serve sonme of our
nost vul nerabl e conmunity nenbers.

Then there were things that we had
hi gh hopes of achi eving and we were able to nake
some progress on. And one of those is the task
force -- the Daniel's Law task force. | have to
be honest, ny first choice to be voting today
woul d have been to be voting to have the entire
Daniel's Law bill |anguage and fully funded for
state inplenmentation in this budget.

My second choi ce woul d have been the
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Senate's one-house resol ution where we had a task
force and funded pilot.

But we are here in the art of
conprom se, as three branches of governnment, and
so what we have is a notable step forward where
we are finally as a state going to | ook at what
it looks |ike to have public health response when
it comes to nental health and substance use
crises.

And | am asking and inploring those
who now have the responsibility of noving this
task force forward to do just that, and to do
right by honoring Daniel Prude's |egacy.

And the last one I'll add on a very
positive note: Geat news about the Maternal
Mental Heal th Workgroup that was fully funded in
this budget bill.

And ny last piece |I'lIl say about
this is not only does this continue to be the
nunber - one nost conmon pregnancy conplication for
birthing people in this state, but this is now a
wor kgroup that will reinmburse nmenbers of the
wor kgroup for childcare. Wich is sonething that
we all knowis a nmajor struggle and will nake

sure that those who are disproportionately
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affected by these nental health conditions can
actually participate fully.

For those reasons, | vote aye. And
t hank you for this tine.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Brouk to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Ranps to explain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to start by thanking our
| eader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for guiding us
t hrough this cunbersone process once again. And
| of course want to comrend ny col | eague
Senator Rivera for his characterization of the
very serious health issues that we are
experiencing here in New York right now.

But | would be remss if as
Labor chair | didn't stand here to say that
al though I amgoing to be voting in the
affirmative for this budget bill, that | want to
declare that it was wong for hone care workers
to be pitted agai nst m ni mrum wage workers in this
budget negotiation. Because Governor Hochul did
make a prom se to hone care workers |ast year in

| ast year's budget that is not being kept this
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year.

The whol e point of the phased-in
differential for this workforce is that the
sector is in crisis, and a single neager raise
was not going to be enough to stabilize it.

This is about how we care for our
society's nost vulnerable citizens, but it's also
about how we value care work, care work that is
actually done nostly by wonmen and nostly by wonen
of color in this state. W are talking about
i mm grant workers, like | said, wonmen of color.

It is not mnimumwage work, what they do. |
guarantee you that by and |arge, nost of us
sitting right here in this chanber right now
woul d not have the strength, the patience, and
the audacity to do hone care work |ike so many do
every day.

And so with that, | ask that those
who do engage in hone care work be recogni zed and
that we continue to fight for them not only this
year but next year as well.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ranos to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Gonzal ez to explain her
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vot e.

SENATOR GONZALEZ: Thank you,

M. President. | rise today to speak in favor of
this budget bill.

A coupl e of weeks ago | spoke on the
fl oor about expandi ng access to abortion rights
in New York, as a necessity at a tinme when we're
seeing a far-right novenent nove to strip our
rights to an abortion nati onw de.

And today we're taking another step
t owar ds expandi ng and protecting our right to an
abortion, in addition to our privacy while
exercising that right, in this budget bill.

Today many peopl e believe that, you
know, our nedical data is protected by H PAA
But oftentines our health data is bought and sold
by third parties. And so in Part U of this bill,
in a part sponsored by nyself and Assenbl ynenber
Rozic, what we've done is for the first tine in
this country limted tel ecormuni cati on conpani es
from cooperating with out-of-state warrants when
t hey seek to buy our health data.

What this nmeans is for people who
are comng to seek their right to an abortion in

New York, that they will be protected from any
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escal ati on or persecution in their own hone
st at e.

This is an inportant nonent, and |
want to thank all of my colleagues. | want to
thank the staff who put tinme towards this part of
the bill. And as you' ve heard, this is one of
t he successes of nmany that we're seeing in this
budget bill, and in others.

But of course there is a |lot of work
to be done, and we are going to continue to not
only codify our right to an abortion, but also
work to address the |ack of funding and
heal t hcare and coverage for all that you heard
from Senator Rivera, invest in our hone care
wor kers, and conmit to 150 percent of the m ni num
wage floor for hone care workers, as you heard

from Senat or Ranps. And, of course, fully fund

our hospitals, especially when we are still in a
health crisis and will continue to see that.
So | vote aye on this bill and again

t hank everyone for their work and dedication to
all of these fights.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Gonzal ez to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Kavanagh to explain his
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vot e.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to speak about a particul ar
aspect of this bill. There's obviously a | ot
going on that's sort of been discussed on this
floor. But, you know, a lot of times during the
coverage of the budget negotiations the things
that the Executive and the Legislature disagree
about get a lot of airtinme, a |lot of discussion.
So there's been very little discussion about the
fact that this budget, for the first tine, puts
the state on a path to addressing a trenendous
public health problem

New York State has one of the
hi ghest rates of chil dhood | ead poisoning in the
United States, largely because of ol d housing
that is not properly nmintai ned, not properly
i nspected, and wi thout prograns to effectively
remedi ate that. There has been legislation in
the past, but it really hasn't been doing the job
such that especially outside New York City --
New York City governnent and the New York City
Heal t h Departnent have done a reasonably good job

on this. In the rest of the state, we've had
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very little reaction.

This budget bill in Part T sets a
programin place, it was proposed by the
Executive and accepted by both houses. But it
creates a programwhere in the zip codes with the
hi ghest rates of |ead poisoning, there will be
cyclical inspections of all the rental units.
There will be $20 mllion, which is in the
housi ng portion of the budget, to begin to
remedi at e when hazards in those apartnents are
literally poisoning children in their own hone.
It's a critical priority.

There are other things we need to do
with respect to lead, but this is a big step
forward

So with that, M. President, | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Kavanagh to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- SI GAL: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise to support this budget bill,

to thank ny col | eagues Senator Ri vera and
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Senat or Brouk and others, and Leader
St ewart - Cousi ns, and the Governor -- the Governor
for maki ng this budget a nmental health budget.

And that is so inmportant and cannot
be overstated, given the crisis in nmental health
that every one of us sees in our districts.
Wal ki ng through M dtown or Penn Station, or the
Upper West Side or Chelsea or Hell's Kitchen, it
confronts us every day. Even when | take mny kids
to school, when | wait for the bus, when |I'mon
the subway. [|'mlike every other New Yorker who
says we need to do nore to hel p people.

And so the $1 billion in this budget
directed toward nental health services will go a
long way to rectify the cuts, the cuts of decades
past when we cl osed and shut down nental health
beds across this state.

Ei ght hundred fifty new beds are
going to be added. That's going to be crucial.
New out pati ent services, provider flexibility,
the Daniel's Law task force, and boosting
i nsurance coverage -- these are all going to go
to addressing this problem which is not a
New Yor k probl em but a nationw de probl em

But we have this nental health
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budget, and | proudly vote aye.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hoyl man- Sigal to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Mannion to explain his vote.

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise today in support of this
bill. 1'dlike to thank Majority Leader
St ewart - Cousins for her |eadership.

After over a decade of no
cost-of-living adjustnent for the O agenci es,

i ncl udi ng OPWDD, we have seen historic
cost-of-living adjustnents over the past three
years -- of 1 percent, 5.4 percent, and

4 percent. | will say that this will be a | egacy
t hat we nust continue to build on, as the
challenges in this world are great as it rel ates
to housing, certainly staffing, enploynment, and
ot hers.

Sonme of the stories that exist in
this world are tragic -- stories of DSPs worKking
triple shifts, stories of people not being able
to go to their community hab or their day hab.

These chal | enges are going to persist unless we
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fully support this system

Sol will vote aye today, in |eading
into future years of significant support for this
comunity.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Mannion to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
M. President. | also rise in support of this
bill.

This is ny third budget cycle
wor ki ng on fair pay for hone care, and | have
| earned so nmuch in this fight fromthe honme care
wor kers, fromthe consunmers who depend on hone
care, fromthe famly nmenbers who need the peace
of mnd to be able to go to work and know t hat
their |l oved ones are being cared for.

We had a real challenge this year.
Last year we nanaged to win an increase for hone
care workers above m ni num wage, and there was a
threat of nerging home care wages back with
m ni mum wage in the original Executive Budget.
And |'"mvery grateful to the Majority Leader, to

our staff who negotiated a different path that
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continues to assert that honme care is not a

m ni mum wage job, that is not going to hold their
wages flat or send a nmessage that we don't care
about hone care workers.

W still have a long way to go to
get to true fair pay for hone care. But this is
far better than it m ght have been, and so | want
to say how grateful I amto everybody who
supported the hone care workers this year, and
everyone on staff and in the Senate who has
supported keeping their wages as high as we can
get them

| vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Mayer to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

M. President.

| also rise with ny colleagues to
say that 1'Il be voting yes on this budget.

Li ke all budgets that we negoti at e,
regardl ess of party, these budgets are not
perfect. They are the product of real battle on
behal f of the interests that we care about. And

our Senate Denocratic Majority, |ed by our
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| eader, who really proved again her nettle in
fighting to reject years of austerity budgets in
heal t hcare.

s the bill good enough for
hospital s and nursing homes? Absolutely not. |Is
it a step forward? It is a step forward. W
have a long way to go. W need to invest in our
hospital s and nursing honmes and their dependence
on state Medicaid dollars, and do far better.

But we noved the ball ahead.

The COLA for our human service
wor kers, as mny col |l eagues had nentioned, so
essential. | regret and |I'mdi sappointed that it
doesn't include DSPs that work for voluntary
agencies that are not part of the O agenci es.
Those | argely wonen, and wonen of col or, work as
well, giving their heart and soul to these jobs.
And unfortunately, they are not covered.

| want to tal k about one thing that
is very positive -- it cane up in the debate --
that is inmportant to ne, which is these EMS
conpani es that are quasi-nunicipal. Together
with nmy coll eague, Assenblyman Steve Qtis, we
fought to get themto be able to participate in

the Enpire Plan. They had been deni ed

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2985

participation in the Enpire Plan. Now they're
going to be able to get the quality health
i nsurance that we all have, because of a change
by the conm ssioner of Civil Service which is
reflected in this budget.

Shoul d we have been able to get the
essential worker/provider |anguage that we
want ed? Absolutely. But we live to fight
anot her day here. W stand for the workers, the
peopl e who provide this care all over this state.
W will continue to fight for them But we
appreciate that this is a step forward in the
right direction that achi eves nmeani ngful goals
for those that we represent.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Mayer to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Webb to explain her vote.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise to speak on this budget bill.
And | would be remiss if | didn't thank our
Majority Leader for all of her |eadership during
this budget; ny coll eagues, especially

Senator Rivera, as the chair of our
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Health Commttee; and al so Senator Brouk, who's
the chair of our Mental Health Commttee; and al
the staff nenbers who have worked over just a few
days on this budget.

| also want to take this time to
lift up all the advocates that have been com ng
to us throughout the course of this budget, al
the community organi zati ons, nenbers of the
publi ¢ who have been fighting for resources that
we have tried to incorporate into this particul ar
budget bill as relates to healthcare access.

And as a former heal thcare organizer
myself, in working on this critical issue,
understanding firsthand the chall enges of having
a healthcare systemthat does not center the
needs of our comunities and in fact sonetines
puts big noney interests over the needs of the
heal thcare and the lives of our constituents,
being able to stand here today and reflect on
this particular health budget is really a
full-circle monment for me.

And so -- and also, as the chair of
our Winen's |Issues Conmittee, | was happy to see
that in this budget it includes inportant

protections, as one of ny coll eagues al ready
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alluded to, as relates to reproductive care --
which is healthcare, and it is essential -- with
respect to abortion drug coverage and expandi ng
access to this essential care for individuals who
are currently in our state and al so conm ng to our
state seeking this essential service.

Thi s budget al so includes | anguage
to establish a maternal nental health workgroup
And | would be remss again if | didn't thank
Senat or Brouk for her continued advocacy on this
very inportant issue.

Because as we have said in this
chanber and on this issue tinme and tinme again,
that Black nmothers in particular are nost likely
t o experience postpartum depression and the | east
likely to receive treatnment, with a staggering
nunber of cases estinmated to go undi agnosed or
unr eport ed.

And so this disparity in care puts
Bl ack nothers and their famlies at risk for the
nost worst nental health outcones.

Thi s budget al so nakes significant
i nvestments not only in our healthcare
infrastructure, but strengthens access to nental

health services. Again, this is an issue that we
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have tal ked about and continue to talk about and
work on in this chanber, and nost certainly this
is a bigissue in ny district. The pandem c, as
| often remark, has served as a rem nder of why
we need to invest in nmental health services.

And so, again, | want to thank ny

col | eagues for their support in getting us to

this point. Mst certainly, I know we have nore
work to do, and so | will be voting aye on this
bill.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Webb to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Cleare to explain her vote.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise in support of this bill, and
with a particular feeling for fair pay for hone
care. | want to thank Senator May for her years
of work on this. | want to thank the | eader.

This is not what | wanted it to end
up as. | wanted much, much nore. And God knows
our workers and our nursing hones deserve so nuch
nore. They are caring for the nost vulnerable in

our community, the nost fragile. They do give
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their heart and their soul to their work every
si ngl e day.

| have workers in ny district who go
to care for other famlies and are not even
maki ng enough to take care of their own.

W have nmuch, nuch nore to do. But
it's been a long tinme since much has been done,
and |I'mthankful for the progress that we' ve nade
in this budget. | thank ny col | eagues. Again,
t hank the | eader.

As chair of the Aging Conmittee,
this is of particular concern to me. And it's
not just a matter of healthcare now, it's
heal thcare in the future. W cannot recruit
peopl e to work these jobs when they cannot
support their owmn famlies. So we have to nake
it possible for themto be able to take care of
their owmn famlies, who they | eave every day to
cone and take care of others.

| will be voting aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Cleare to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar 717, those Senators voting in the
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negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,

can we now nove on to Cal endar 718, Senate Bill

4009C

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
718, Senate Print 4009C, Budget Bill, an act to

amend the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, |
bel i eve there's an amendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendment and ask that
you recogni ze Senator Wi k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
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you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

M. President, | appeal the ruling of this chair
and ask that you recogni ze Senator Wik to be
heard on the appeal .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or Wi k may be heard.

SENATCR VEI K: M. President, |
rise to appeal the ruling of the chair.

The proposed anmendnent is germane to
the bill at hand because the bill at hand enacts
into | aw naj or conmponents of |egislation
primarily addressing tax revenue and credit that
are necessary to inplenment in the state fisca
pl an for the 2023-2024 state fiscal year, while
t he amendnent addresses expandi ng the
Enpire State child credit.

In fact, the bill at hand incl udes
| anguage enacting a new childcare creation, an
expansion tax credit programto allow eligible

busi nesses to receive tax credit for creating and
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expandi ng childcare seats for the children of
t heir enpl oyees.

We appl aud the inclusion of this
provi sion and believe that both expanding the
supply of care but also providing parents with
greater support will make New York a better, nore
af fordabl e place to raise a famly. There really
cannot be any nore germane piece of |egislation.

The amendnent woul d recoupl e the
Enpire State child tax credit to the federal |aw
and expand eligibility to include children under
the age of 4. These changes woul d provi de an
additional 500 mllion in support, while finally
hel ping famlies with infants, toddlers and young
chil dren.

The average cost of childcare in
New York is over 12,000 annually, and this is
only one expense of famlies who continue to face
hi gh food, clothing, and housing costs. These
costs add up for famlies. A 2022 analysis found
that due to higher inflation, a m ddle-incone
married famly with two children will now spend
$26,011 nore to raise a child to the age of 17
than what it was originally estinmated to cost in

2017.
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This | egislation seeks to address
t hi s changi ng financial environment by providing
addi ti onal support to famlies and expandi ng
access to such support.

For these reasons, M. President, |
strongly urge you to reconsider your ruling.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Wi k.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

SENATOR LANZA: Request a show of
hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: A show of
hands has been requested and so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Cal | the

roll.

Wait, wait, wait.

Senat or Hel m ng.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
M. President. |If the sponsor will yield for a
guesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hel m ng, may we ask the topic so we can have the
proper individual to respond to you?

SENATOR HELM NG Yes,
M. President. And | believe that information
was provided previously, but it's Part K

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank

you, Senator Hel ming, for answering the question.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
M. President, if the sponsor will yield for a
guesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | will.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Probably |ike so
many of you in this chanber, |'ve received a
nunber of calls and the staff of ny office
continues to hear fromseniors who are living on
fixed incones. They've been severely inpacted by
the record inflation. Trying to live on a fixed
income as prices in every area continue to
i ncrease just is becom ng trenendous. Reducing
their tax burden is an inportant tool to ensure
that they can weat her the ongoi ng econom c
uncertainty.

This part specifies that IRA
di stributions as well as non-reinbursed nedi cal
expenses may be excluded fromthe individual's

gross incone. And while I'mrelieved to see tax

relief for seniors prioritized, |I'm concerned
that the scope of this relief is -- it's too
narrow. |t needs to be broadened.

Senat or Krueger, were distributions
from 401(k)s or 403(b)s considered as well?

SENATOR KRUEGER: They were not
specifically discussed or included in the

| anguage, no.
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SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

Through you, Madam President, if the
sponsor will continue to yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Senat or Krueger,
what's justification for including sone
retirement distributions while excluding these
ot hers?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.) So
in fairness, Madam President, | suppose there
coul d be sort of an endless list of what itens
m ght be included or excluded fromincone for
di fferent housi ng exenption prograns or housing
assi stance prograns.

So the attenpt here with this
section was actually to both clarify and add
consi stency across a nunber of different prograns
t hat people mght be eligible for, whether
they're seniors or disabled, whether they're
renters or they're owners.

So there was an attenpt to sort of
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make all of these progranms consistent, and al so
recogni zing that a nunber of the changes would in
fact increase the costs to the locality because

t hese prograns all have in common that they are
exenptions fromproperty taxes. W also put in
that it's at local option.

So | don't necessarily disagree with
nmy col l eague that there's lots and | ots of other
types of inconme that might or mght not be
considered for exenption. But | do think that
absolutely this section is a significant
i nprovenent in the options available to
| ocalities to expand the deductions from
property tax costs for elderly and di sabl ed
peopl e, whether they are owners or renters.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

Senat or Krueger.

Madam President, if the sponsor wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.
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So one of the chall enges, when you
only -- when you literally have just hours to go
t hrough t housands and thousands and t housands of
pages of budget docunents, it's not only
reviewi ng what's included in those docunents but,
as soneone said earlier, one of ny coll eagues,
it's -- the challenge is trying to figure out
what is m ssing.

So this next question | can't
reference a part because | couldn't find anything
on it. Housing's been a topic that's dom nated
t he budget discussions since January. And we've
heard several people talk about how budgets are
all about priorities. Can you tell ne if in the
bill before us there are any new or expanded
provisions to help first-tinme homebuyers secure
tax relief?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President, no, there are no new tax breaks
for honebuyers, first time or otherw se.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank

you.
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Senator Mirray.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Wuld the sponsor yield for a
few questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: W'l start with
Part | and then go to Part GG and then Part B, if
t hat' s okay.

SENATOR KRUEGER: "1l give it a
shot. If it's not, we will find someone el se.

SENATOR MURRAY: So let's start
with Part | first. Madam President, if the
sponsor woul d yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Absol utely.

SENATOR MURRAY: So Part |,
subpart A, we're tal king about the corporate
taxes. And every domestic corporation
incorporated in New York pays this tax. But this

particul ar section is an extension of what was

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3000

considered to be a tenporary tax, | believe, but
we are now going to extend that.

Can you explain the difference
between this, the higher rate, and the regular
corporate tax?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So it is an
extender of the highest rate that we
implenented -- | think it was three years ago.
And at the tine we were encouraged to define it
by the corporations that would be inpacted as an
extension of but not necessarily pernanent.

But the decision was nmade that we
needed the revenue and that it was a reasonabl e
level. And | actually don't think -- | have to
be careful -- that anyone who is paying the tax
showed up to conplain about it.

SENATOR MURRAY: Madam Pr esi dent

if the sponsor would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does t he

sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

It's kind of a two-part here. You

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3001

had nmentioned it is tenporary in the revenue that
was raised. First, do we have an estinmation on
how much is raised through this higher tax rate?
And where does that revenue go?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Sorry, | need ny
gl asses for the small print.

So for fiscal year '23-'24, that's
the |l ast year of the actual extender now. So we
are continuing the extension. So it's going to
be -- sorry -- 810 mllion in fiscal year
'24-'25, and then it goes up to 1.17 the
foll owi ng year, '25-'26. And then for sone
reason that | can't explain right now, it goes
down to 880 mllion again in fiscal year '26-'27

SENATOR MURRAY: Madam Pr esi dent
if the sponsor would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: And t hat noney,
does that go to the General Fund? That doesn't
go to the MIA, correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: It goes to the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3002

General Fund, correct.

SENATOR MURRAY: Ckay. If the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: So that brings ne
down to Part GG Because it's basically a tax on
the tax we just discussed, which is the corporate
tax, the 9-A tax. This is the 9-A surcharge.

And this noney does in fact go to the MIA

Now, this is a, as | said, business
tax surcharge that if I'mnot m staken sets the
base tax at 30 percent but gives the option to
raise that to the comm ssioner.

Is there a ceiling on how nuch the
conmi ssi oner can raise that tax?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.)
kay, I'"'mgoing to give it a shot. It's alittle
conf usi ng.

So this is a 30 percent surcharge on
corporate tax within the MIA region. There is

not a cap per se on the rate on any particul ar
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conpany, but there is a maxi mum anount of noney
that this tax can rai se.

Am | saying that right, Gabe? One
second, | nade a mstake. (Conferring.)

So the goal is to reach a particul ar
dol I ar amount raised. And the conm ssioner --
this is rare -- so the conm ssioner actually gets
to set what that rate will be in order to hit
that target.

So there's not a specific cap on the
rate. There's a cap on how much noney can be
rai sed using this tax. And the comm ssioner has
the flexibility to adjust that rate to hit that
target.

SENATOR MURRAY: Madam Pr esi dent
if the sponsor would continue to yield.

SENATOR KRUEGER: |"msorry, and
that noney is specifically to help with the MIA
fill-the-hol e assignment.

SENATOR MURRAY: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: And what is that
cap anount? What is that anount that we're
sending to the MTA with this particular tax?

SENATOR KRUEGER: W need anot her
person. (Pause; conferring.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: "1l do ny best.

So this tax has been being
collected, and it's been about a billion dollars

a year to the MTA. Now we are changi ng, through

statute, how the calculations will be nade by the
commi ssioner, with the goal still being to raise
approximately 1 billion a year? (Conferring.)

So historically it has been set by
t he comm ssioner and we've been getting
approximately a billion a year, but we are
changing the statute so nowit will actually be a
rate of 30 percent, which should bring in the
billion dollars. So we're changing the formula
of how we get to the billion, but not actually
changi ng the anount at this point.

| f that hel ps you, that's great,
because I'mnot sure that | understand what that
al | neans.

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR MURRAY: | f the sponsor
woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: So | think we're
there. | get the premse of a billion is the
target anount. And this still gives the
commi ssioner sone flexibility in future years.

So this is --

SENATOR KRUEGER: It takes the
comm ssioner's flexibility away, actually. It's
just set at 30.

SENATOR MURRAY: | thought the base
was the 30 percent on this. | thought it stil

gave the comm ssioner flexibility if the anount

did not hit a billion. But either way, we're
targeting a billion dollars, | think is our goal
So, Senator, nowis when I'Il flip

over to Part B now, because we're going to stick
with the theme of MIA noney.
So in Part Bit's clarification of

the treatnment of limted partners, but we're
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tal ki ng about the self-enployed being hit with

t he MIA payroll tax. [If I'mnot mstaken -- and
correct me if I"'mwong -- under the current
system sel f-enployed in the MIA region will pay
the MIA payroll tax if they nmake 50,000 or nore.
| believe that is the -- is that correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Correct. W're
not changi ng that, yup.

SENATOR MURRAY: Madam Pr esi dent
if the sponsor would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: So that was the
guestion. So what are we changing in Part B here
as far as the self-enpl oyed?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.)
Ckay. Al right. So if you're just a
sel f -enpl oyed person, you're not a partner or a
limted partner in a conpany, this doesn't affect
you at all.

|f you are a partner in a -- and

defined as sel f-enployed, then the PMI has been
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affecting you and will also continue to affect
you if we're tal king about within New York City.
Ri ght ?

But there are people who have al so
defined thenselves as limted partners, and
t hey' ve been exenpt fromthe PMI up till now.
But if in fact they are defining thensel ves as
limted partners but they' re actually managi ng
and so they're functioning in a partner role,
then they won't be exenpt.

| actually get that one, but it took
mne alittle while to figure it out.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thr ough you,
Madam President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: And what's the
anount that we expect to raise fromthat change?

SENATOR KRUECGER: Just the limted
partner section?

SENATOR MURRAY: Yes.
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SENATOR KRUEGER: About
$20 mllion.

SENATOR MURRAY: Very good.

Madam President, if the sponsor
woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: And by the way,
for anyone that is watching at honme, as we're
aski ng these questions about the MIA and fundi ng
for the MIA, the reason it does get confusing and
it does take sonme tine to look this up is because
there are so many little fingers, so many
different directions that we go to fund this
authority that sonetines it does get very
conf usi ng.

So during the budget process we
heard different proposals about nore funding for
the MIA, but we al so heard a proposal to
elimnate the MIA payroll tax for |oca
governments in Dutchess, Rockland, Putnam and

Orange counties, | believe. Now, is that
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included in this bill or this resolution?
SENATOR KRUEGER: It was not

included in this bill, but it was never actually

included in this bill. It was another set of

proposal s that didn't go anywhere.

SENATOR MURRAY: Madam Pr esi dent
if the sponsor would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

And currently the | ocal governnents
t hroughout the MIA region are paying, as are
hospitals, as are conmmunity colleges. |Is there
anything in this bill to relieve them of the
burden of paying the MIA payroll tax?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No.

SENATOR MURRAY: No, so they'll
continue as wel .

Believe it or not, that's all | have
on this issue right now | will be back to
explain ny vote, so stay tuned.

But thank you, Senator Krueger.
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very much appreciate it.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Wl czyk.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
"1l answer if Senator WAl czyk wants to ask about
the filmcredit.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, | do.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wul d you be so
kind as to yield?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Oh, | would | ove
to yield, Senator Wl czyk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | can -- "1l
come back -- | was ready to start with Part N,

wi nd and sol ar.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Is that a
Senat or Krueger --

SENATOR WALCZYK: | can start with
film why not, since you' re already standing.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam President, on Part D, the filmtax credit,
| ast year the filmtax credit was 420 m | 1lion.
What is this year's?

SENATOR G ANARI S: This year it's
al so 420. But | think what you're asking is what
will it be next year and the year after. That
will be 700 mllion.

SENATOR WALCZYK: 700 mllion.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

And t hrough you, Madam Presi dent,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Has t he sponsor

seen the novie "The | npossi ble Monster"?
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SENATOR G ANARI S: No. Is it good?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Well, you're not
al one. Actually al nost nobody's seen the novie
"The I npossible Monster.” It only aired four
times at filmfestivals, got two stars and a
4.4 on | NDB

Through you, Madam Presi dent, would
t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Does a film have
to make noney or be successful in order to be
eligible for a tax credit in the State of
New Yor k?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No. Because the
jobs to make that film are here regardl ess of
whet her the filmis successful or not.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Have you seen the
2020 film"The Roads Not Taken"?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No. You know, |
fancy nyself a novie watcher, but | think Senator
Wal czyk is digging deep. No, | have not seen
t hat one either.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Well, 1 hope that
we're not attracting the wong style, but it may
surprise you, this got a 44 percent on
Rotten Tonat oes.

And actually | asked the |ast
guestion because they received $116, 000
conpliments of the State of New York in filmtax
credit, and at the box office "The Roads Not
Taken" made $105,000. That's | ess noney than the
actual tax break -- or credit; not break,
credit -- that we gave that production.

Through you, Madam President. Wuld
t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes. |I'm
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wondering what novie |I'm going to be asked about
next .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: |"mnot going to
ask about a novie this tine. And | appreciate
you wanting to yield nonethel ess.

This is actually about a new section
in what is nowa 700 mllion portion of our
budget called the "eligible relocated tel evision
series" section. | wonder if you could enlighten
us, who is this section witten for?

SENATOR G ANARI S: (Conferring.)
|"mnot famliar that it's designed for any
specific production. But like the rest of the
credit, it's designed to |ure major productions
to New York or back to New York

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: So I'mreading --
and help me out with this, because |'ve seen the
| anguage for the first tine today: "'Eligible
rel ocated tel evision series' shall nean the first
two years of a regularly occurring production
intended to run in its initial broadcast,
regardl ess of the nediumor node of its
distribution, in a series of narrative and/or
thematically rel ated epi sodes, each of which has
a running tine of at least 30 mnutes in
length' -- which is inclusive of television
commercials -- which had filmed a m ni mum of six
epi sodes of the television series outside of the
state immedi ately prior to relocating into the
state, where the television series had a total
m ni mum budget of at least $1 mllion per
epi sode. For the purposes of this definition
only, a television series produced by and for the
nmedi a services providers described as stream ng
services and/or digital platfornms."

Through you, Madam President. You
nean to tell nme that isn't witten for one -- if
you could enlighten us, who's eligible for
something that's that specifically witten?

SENATOR G ANARI S: | believe that
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that | anguage is intended to apply to shows that,
unli ke the ones you apparently just referenced,
are successful. In other words, they are of a
certain size, they have been running for a
certain anount of tinme, and so we can have sone
confidence that they will be ongoi ng producti ons.

So in a sense it's designed, to
answer your previous questions about |ess
successful versus nore successful productions,
the idea of this language is to lure nore
successful productions to New York so that they
woul d be ongoing. Especially for TV shows, which
carry on for years if they work

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Those or that
specific show that it |ooks like we're trying to
recruit and have witten a deal for themright

here in this budget bill, would they be eligible
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for the full tax credit? How nuch would they be
eligible for in this specific instance?

SENATOR G ANARI S: It's the sane
30 percent credit that everyone el se would be
eligible for. The eligible costs would include
their costs of relocation to New York

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wul d those
rel ocation costs be included in their 30 percent
l[imt, or would they be added onto the
30 percent?

SENATOR G ANARI S: It woul d be
included in the costs that were eligible for the
30 percent credit.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you

Madam Presi dent, if the sponsor would be willing
to yield -- and maybe this is your portion as
well -- on Part |, subpart E, having to do with
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Broadway and perhaps, I'll find out, off-Broadway
producti ons.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Senat or Krueger
wi Il handl e that.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thanks for your

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | have Broadway
inny district, so | got that assignnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Chai r woman,
don't plan to nake you sing for us this evening,
| prom se.

Through you, Madam President, if the
sponsor woul d yi el d.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So | ast year it
was a $200 mllion tax credit for Broadway

productions. Wat is this year's?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Two hundr ed
mllion. (Conferring.)

So it was 200 mllion in the year
that just ended. It will be 200 mllion for this
comng -- this year that we're a nonth into. And
then -- no? (Conferring.)

|"mhoping | get this right now So
it was originally for 200 mllion for two years.
|"mgetting yes and no. (Conferring.)

kay, |'mhoping | have this right.
The original programwas for 200 mllion starting
in 2021. And we've spent nost of the 200
mllion, and we're adding a hundred mllion over
this year and next year, for both years together.

So it's actually | ess noney on an
annual basis than we had put in earlier. |
believe I'mright.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Not to bel abor
what seened like a pretty sinple question. Last
year was 200 mllion. 1Is this year 300 mllion?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Well, soif you
add up the years that we've put authorization in,
it will total 300 mllion over that -- over al
t hose years.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

The sponsor yi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | also noticed
sort of like the filmtax credit, there were sone
nuanced changes in the way that we're directing
this noney to be spent. There's sone changes
here, it | ooks like we're expanding from not just
specifically Broadway productions but -- can you
explain what the difference is and what a Level 1
and Level 2 production facility is, for those of
us who m ght not know?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.) So
Level 1, Broadway theaters. One, there's a group

of theaters that are legally defined as the
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Broadway theaters. And they're for-profit
theaters; | think there are 43 or 44 of them
And the original rules were that they could be
eligible for the tax exenptions if they were at
| east a 500-seat theater and spent | believe at
least $2 million on the production.

The Level 2, which is the new being
added this year, includes off-Broadway theaters,
whi ch al so have to be for-profit. Because if
you're a nonprofit, you don't have taxes to take
deductions on. So the Level 2 are off-Broadway
theaters, at |east a hundred seats to be
eligible, and at |east $750,000 spent on the
production to be eligible.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Do they have to
be successful ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No. No, you can
be a really bad show. "The Producers" was

designed to actually fail conpletely, but that
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actually was a pretty good show.

SENATOR WALCZYK: "The Producers"
was great.

On the bill, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Oh, I'msorry, |
still had -- can | go back to Part N?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Go back to what,
"' m sorry?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Part N, where |
wanted to start, on wind and sol ar val uati on.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Ckay, "Il give
it a shot.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So through you
Madam Presi dent, you're accepting the Governor's
proposal to skirt the State Adm nistrative
Procedures Act to assess wind and solar projects
in this budget bill, is that correct?

SENATOR KRUECGER: It was never the
intention of the state that this kind of project
woul d have to go through SAPA, but then the state

got sued. Hence the necessity of changing the
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statute so that we don't have to be sued again.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: The sponsor
yi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Some m ght say
sued with good reason. The State Admi nistrative
Procedures Act requires that there be public
i nput, public coments, public hearings on things
l'i ke this.

Since we're going around the State
Adm ni strative Procedures Act in this instance,
will this bill or any | anguage that we're putting
forward in it require that there be public
comment, public hearings, public information
about wi nd and sol ar projects?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So this isn't
actual |y about any specific project or the
approval of it. This is about comng up with a
mechani smto do tax appraisals.

So there is a different set of
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statutes in state | aw where -- and even a speci al
office at this point -- and | forgot the nane of
it, but we had themtestify at the budget
hearings -- where the office actually does have
to go through a separate process for approving
proj ects.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: The O fice of
Renewabl e Energy Siting.

SENATOR KRUECGER: That's the one.
Thank you very much

SENATOR WALCZYK: VWhat will the
role of the |ocal assessor be here?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.) So
the -- under this rule, the state would come up
wi th a nmethodol ogy for how the assessor does the
apprai sing, but then the |ocal assessor stil

will do the appraising.
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And apparently the state has a
nunber of other prograns with the sane nodel
where the state has the nethodology laid out, and
then the | ocal assessor uses that nethodol ogy to
come up with the nunbers for the locality.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: But those rules
will be witten by the Departnment of Tax and
Fi nance, is that correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Jointly between
NYSERDA and Tax and Fi nance.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wonder f ul .

And t hrough you, Madam Presi dent,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So | bring this
up because nmany renewabl e energy projects are
being sited across New York State, as we al
know. There's been areas that have nade great
progress in siting many of these things. They
enjoy a good relationship with their |ocal
governments because of the systemthat we have
currently.

One of ny col | eagues represents
Schohari e County, has been very vocal about this.

| represent Lewis County, which just
in four towns alone -- in Denmark, Martinsburg,
Lowille and Harrisburg -- has 277 windmIls. W
have solar farnms in Denmark, in Turin, in
Martinsburg, in Pinckney and in Lowille, just in
Lewi s County alone. And these projects have
paynents in lieu of taxes currently.

Your proposal changes that
rel ati onship between the devel oper and the | ocal
government. Developers will ook to take a tax
break that's assessed by NYSERDA, who is very
notivated to get these projects in the ground,
and the Departnent of Tax and Fi nance, which

works directly for the Governor. There's nobody
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el ected to the Departnent of Tax and Fi nance.
And there's no local control in the Departnent of
Tax and Fi nance.

So ny question is, when the tax bil
is due in our school districts, in our fire
districts, in our |ocal governnents for these
comunities, who have had | ongstandi ng Pl LOT
agreenents for wind and solar projects, who's
goi ng to make t hem whol e when the devel oper
decides it's a lot easier to go with the
Department of Tax and Finance and with NYSERDA' s
nunbers than it is with the | ocal assessor?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.) So
| don't think that this would apply retroactively
to existing projects, who already have their
structures in place, although | suppose PILOTs
could have tine Iimts on them but then have to
start again or negotiate sonething el se.

But this is really intended to have
a standardi zed net hodol ogy so that as these
projects continue to nove forward, everybody
knows what sort of the rules of the road are for
t he assessnents. Because you're using exanples
of successful agreenents are where towns have

said yes and devel opers have noved in with their
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projects, and people like the deal.

We al so hear about nmany areas where
peopl e are not happy with the arrangenents that
have been made and are very unhappy and question
whet her people at the |ocal |evel perhaps were
t aki ng even bribes from sone of the devel opers
for projects.

So | think the goal here is to have
a consi stent methodol ogy t hat anybody can cone in
and take a | ook at and understand how did the
taxes get calculated on this project and is it
consi stent from place to place.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

And | wi sh you were right about this
not affecting current projects. That is not what
| read in the budget, but | do hope that you're
right.

This bill is par for the course:
$700 mllion for Hollywod, $300 nmillion for
Broadway. That's a billion dollars for Broadway

and for Hollywod. And at the sanme tine
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stripping local control and hurting school
districts, fire districts, libraries in upstate
New Yor k.

It's shameful, and | will vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, Madam Senator -- Madam Presi dent,
excuse ne.

| have sonme questions on Part X,
which relates to the Bel nont project. | was
wondering if the sponsor would yield for a few
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR ADDABBO. You got ne. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you.

| would Iike to know what has been
proposed today, how does that differ fromthe
Executive proposal fromthe Governor?

SENATOR ADDABBC It actually gives

nore accountability. Wen the Governor actually
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initiated her | guess initial proposal, what we
did was in the final budget, in the final

| anguage, nore accountability as far as the | oan
paynent, as far as what's, again, the benefits of
t he actual project.

And again, | think the
accountability part as far as the repaynent is
probably key.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Madam Presi dent, will the sponsor --

SENATOR ADDABBO. If I may add --

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: Oh,
sure.

SENATOR ADDABBC A key conponent.
It was part of the accountability, it's part of
the job creation here.

But the MABE conponent,

Madam Presi dent, the MABE conponent, the veterans
conponent and the project |abor agreenent -- al
i ncl uded post-the Governor's Executive Budget.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Madam Presi dent, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR ADDABBO. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you.

Concerni ng the financing
arrangenent, what will the structure be for NYRA
to pay back the $455 million in capital to the
state? Specifically, what's the timng, the
length of time of the total repaynent? Are we
payi ng interest only, principal and interest?
You know, how is this structured?

SENATOR ADDABBO. The $455 mllion
loan, it is a 20-year paynent at 1.8 percent
fixed rate.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Madam Presi dent, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: So
my understanding is that the franchi se agreenent
bet ween NYRA and New York expires in 10 years, in
2033. Yet | believe you just said that we're

goi ng to have paynments over 20 years. So how do
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we, you know, reconcile those two differences?

SENATCR ADDABBO The act ual
| anguage for the | oan repaynent is for the
corporation, not for NYRA. So it's actually,
again, for the corporation, not for NYRA. So the
termof the NYRA doesn't matter at this point.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Madam Presi dent, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR ADDABBO. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you.

To follow up on that question, |I'm
not sure how | understand it -- that it's
possi bl e that the franchi se agreenent could
expire but we'd still be paying debt, is that
correct?

SENATOR ADDABBO. Shoul d NYRA go
out of business, the next franchi see would take
over that |oan agreenent.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
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Madam Presi dent, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR ADDABBO. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: How
long is it expected that the Bel nont Park
renovation will take place?

SENATOR ADDABBC Three years.
Through you, Madam President, three years.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: And
t hrough you, Madam President, will the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR ADDABBO. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: And
during that -- the planning stages prior to the
initiation of the project, what kind of conmunity
i nvol vement will there be related to road

cl osures, disruption of the area?
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| " ve spoken to school districts as
wel |l as local mayors, and |'mjust trying to
ensure that their input will be considered in the
pl anni ng of this project.

SENATOR ADDABBC Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, the Franchi se Oversi ght Board
will oversee all that. And |I'mgoing to, again
assunme that it's going to be post-budget.
Qobviously there's a | oan agreenent, so it will be
post - budget. But the Franchi se Oversi ght Board
will be overseeing that.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Through you, Madam President, will the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR ADDABBO. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: | d
like to ask -- shift a few questions to the
Agueduct Redevel opment Community Advi sory Board.
And I'd Iike to know what kind of powers are they
goi ng to have once the Bel nont project is up and

runni ng?
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SENATOR ADDABBC As you know,
Senat or -- through you, Madam President. As you
know, Senator, local input is very inportant. W
did it with the downstate |icenses newto this
year, which was different fromthe 2013
i ncarnati on.

So the bottomline is now we have
| ocal input with regards to the future fate of
t he Agueduct property, through this advisory
council. That does include the |ocal comunity
board and it does include public hearings.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Ckay. Thank you very much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Are there any ot her Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Senat or O Mar a.

SENATOR O MARA: Yeah, just a
coupl e of foll owup questions on the solar, that
sol ar cal cul ati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR O MARA: W1l the sponsor

yi el d.
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes. Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: What is in -- so
under this change or establishing this rule on
t he assessnments to wind or solar farns, we're
avoi di ng SAPA, there's no public input in the
process. There's a lawsuit going on right now
chal I engi ng the inplenentation of that.

Now, is this, what we're doing here,
going to basically make that |awsuit noot?

SENATOR KRUEGER: We think that is
t he Governor's point, yes.

SENATOR O MARA: Wiy was this rule
put in place?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCR O MARA: Yes, will the
sponsor yi el d.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Wiy was this rule
put into place in the first place wthout

foll owi ng the Adm nistrative Procedures Act?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.) So
technically the state determ nes what goes
t hrough SAPA and does not go through SAPA. So
the state never intended this kind of tax
assessment assignment to go through SAPA, but
sonmeone sued and it was determned -- | guess the
case was deci ded already? No, the case hasn't
been deci ded, excuse ne.

That the state, thinking this is
never what we intended to be the case, because we
never intended to go through SAPA, so we will
clarify the statute to ensure that it isn't going
t hrough SAPA. And we will try to ensure that
there is a consistent methodol ogy used for
cal cul ating the assessnent of taxes on any and
all of these projects going forward.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Are the various
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counties, towns, villages that have PILOT
paynents in place, are they going to be able to
weigh in on this ultimate rule? O is the rule
just going to stay the sanme as it is -- as it's
al ready been witten that's being challenged in
court?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.) So
we do think that assessnments get updated over
time. And we do know that the state has a nunber
of different methodol ogies that it recomends or
requires for different kinds of assessnents. But
we don't know whet her there's sone kind of
standard process where Tax and Fi nance di scusses
with the county assessors nodels that are being
used or problens with nodels that are being used.
| don't actually know that.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: In particular
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i nstances that may result fromthis, in
comunities where PILOT -- and oftentines
community benefit paynents are factored and built
into these PILOTs, are ongoing. |If this
application of this rule results in a | ower
assessment and the sol ar conpany or wi nd conpany
opts to termnate their PILOI, there's going to
be a | oss of revenues to those comunities.

|s there anything in here to make
t hose conmunities whole if that happens?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, | don't
bel i eve so.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: | just want to
switch subjects here quickly. And the cigarette
tax, was that your area?

SENATOR KRUEGER: "1l wing it.

SENATOR O MARA: Wng it?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Yup.

SENATOR O MARA: The result of this
dol lar increase in the pack of cigarettes is
estimated to actually reduce tax revenues com ng
into the state. | would anticipate it's also
going to not just cause nore people to nmake trips
to Indian reservations to buy their cigarettes,
as they already do and are legal to do. And |
know pl enty of people that get together in groups
and take turns driving to the reservation and
bri ngi ng back a bunch of cigarettes.

But there's also a big black market
for cigarette sales in New York because of the
tax burden. What is being done in this
| egislation to crack down on the black market of
unt axed cigarettes comng into the state?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So in the next
part of this bill, past the one we're discussing,
there is an increased enforcenment role where they
can go in and -- | guess Tax and Fi nance can go
and i nspect stores to make sure that they are
selling legally taxed and stanped product.

So up until now, they apparently
have not had the powers that they needed to go

into the stores. (Conferring.)
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Up until now, stores could refuse to
allow themto inspect, and then they couldn't
i nspect and they couldn't do anything about it.
So this inposes fines if you refuse inspection,
making it easier for Tax and Finance to inspect
and find illegal cigarettes and do sonething
about them

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Through you, Madam President, if the Senator
woul d yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: | s that | anguage
inthis bill? O did you say it's in a bill that
we expect to get?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, it's in this
bill but a later section.

SENATCR O MARA: Ch, a later
section of this bill, okay.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Part T, as in
Tom

SENATOR O MARA: Ckay. | ought to
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be able to find that one.

Through you, Madam President, if the
Senator will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: This bill rejects
t he Governor's proposal to give permanent
authorization to various nunicipalities on their
taxing levels -- sales taxes, roomtaxes that we
have to every other year or so cone back and
r edo.

New York City already has the
per manent authorization. So what's the basis for
in Legislature continuing -- and | believe it was
offered up last year as well. Wiy do we need to
continue to go through this process every ot her
year or so with our nunicipalities junping
t hrough hoops to continue the tax | evels that
t hey have?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Apparent |y
sonmebody here in the Legislature doesn't think

that this authority should be given w thout
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continuing review of the accountability at the
| ocal |evel.

| personally would give it to them

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Through you, Madam President, if the
Senat or woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: | would as wel I,
Senator. It would save a lot of us a ot of
agita every year or every other year and junping
t hrough these hoops for no reason. Particularly
when New York City doesn't have to, and they have

t hat permanent authori zati on.

One final question, | think, on this
bill. This does not -- we tal ked about sone MIA
taxes. This bill, even though it's the revenue
bill, does not include the increase to the

payroll tax that's been tal ked about out there.
SENATOR KRUEGER: Correct.
SENATOR O MARA: Do we expect to

see that -- in which bill?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: W believe it
will be in the TEDE bill.

SENATCR O MARA: That's all | have.
Thank you. Thank you, Senator.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick for a
fol |l owup questi on.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you. | was -- through you,
Madam Pr esi dent, woul d Senator Addabbo yield for
one nore questi on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR ADDABBO. Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you.

You know, it dawned on ne after
sat down that | believe your answer was that NYRA
will be responsible for gathering community input
regardi ng the Bel nont project, but that when we
deal with the redevel opnent of Aqueduct, we're

budgeting for an advisory board that will have
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the role and task of gathering comunity input
regardi ng the Aqueduct project.

So just to be coy between two
friends, why does your district get an advisory
board but nmy mne doesn't?

SENATOR ADDABBO. | chair the
conmi ttee.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Par don ne?

SENATCR ADDABBO Because | chair
the committee.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you.

SENATOR ADDABBO. You'll take that?
Ckay.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
You're actually going to answer that?

SENATCR ADDABBO Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. Thank you.

It's a nere renovation of Bel nont.
So, you know, obviously that is obviously part of
t he | oan agreenment, and then obviously the

di sposition of the property at Aqueduct.
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| s that good?

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: " m
sorry, | don't think |I could hear your whole
answer .

SENATOR ADDABBO. It's a nmere
renovati on of Aqueduct -- |I'msorry, of Bel nont.

And then the transfer of the property from
Agueduct to the state.

Does that answer your question or
no?

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Madam President, will the sponsor yield for
anot her questi on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Do you
yield for another question?

SENATOR ADDABBO. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ADDABBO. Can you repeat
t he question, please, Senator?

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: So
my -- as a followup, if | understand it, you
have a conmunity board that's going to gather
i nput about what shoul d happen w th Agueduct

after Belnmont closes. And ny question to you had
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been what powers does the advisory board have,
and why do we feel that it's necessary to have an
advi sory board for determ ning what happens in
Aqueduct, where we're spending $455 nmillion on
Bel ront and we don't have an advi sory board
tasked with getting input fromthe community --
when, in ny opinion, devel opnent of an investnent
of that size probably warrants getting sone
comunity input.

SENATOR ADDABBC Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Senator, thank you very nuch
for the clarification.

So in 2019 there was an advi sory

board set up for Belnont, | understand. And I
guess again -- it's still active? R ght, tw
weeks ago. | believe there was a neeting two
weeks ago as well. So it's still active at
Bel nont .

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Madam President, will the sponsor yield for
anot her question, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR ADDABBO. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Yes.
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SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK: So
circling back to ny question about the advisory
board, the community advi sory board for Aqueduct,
will they be tasked with deciding whet her that
property cones back to the state, whether there's
a devel opnment of -- you know, how are we going to
use this land? Like what is the board tasked
wi th doing? Wat kind of powers do they have?

SENATCR ADDABBO So under the
agreenent, the property automatically reverts
back to the state from Agueduct once Bel nont is
done. That's an automatic. That's one of the
benefits to the state, the $1 billion val ued
property goes back to the state.

The property of the 113 acres at
Agueduct, the future fate of that, that's what
t hat advi sory board is going to be advising the
FOB.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK:

Thank you very nuch.

SENATOR ADDABBQO You' re wel cone.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Are
t here any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is

closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.
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Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Murray to explain his vote.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent, to explain my vote.

So earlier | asked questions
regardi ng the MIA payroll -- well, the MIA
funding, | should say. And Senator O Mara j ust
asked a question about the talk of the MIA
payroll tax in the city being increased.

And | guess this goes back to what
we' ve been tal king about all day, and that is the
system the process -- the process of us not
having all of the information, not having all of
the answers before us as we're taking these
vot es.

So when | asked the questions there
was -- | asked questions about the funding that
came fromthe business surcharge and then al so

the funding that cane fromthe self-enployed tax
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that's being adjusted to bring in another
$20 mllion. But then there's other issues.

There's ot her fundi ng sources,
whether it's fromthe | ocal governnents, the
hospitals, community coll eges, the urban tax, the
mansi on tax, the state nortgage recordi ng taxes,
pet rol eum busi ness tax, the for-hire vehicle
surcharge, the internet marketplace tax,
cel | phone tax, the congestion pricing conmuter
tax that's com ng down the road, and of course
t he casi no noney -- when that |icense and
everything gets settled downstate, that noney.
There is noney all over the place comng into the
MTA.

And again, sone of it is comng from
bills that we haven't seen yet. And in fact
there's runor that part of the agreenent for
getting sone of this funding would be that they
would find a way to trim$400 mllion in
spendi ng. Shouldn't they be doing that anyway?
Why shoul d that be part of a deal? That's our
noney. They shoul d be being responsible. Wat |
don't see in any of these bills is accountability
for the MIA

And then one other thing | just want
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to touch on real quick. Senator Wl czyk was
bringing up the -- the Holl ywood, the filmtax --
filmtax credit. And | did alittle math. The
filmtax credit was 420 mllion, increased to

700 mllion. That's a difference, if ny math is
correct, of 280 mllion. Were does that nunber
ring famliar? GCh, yeah, 280 mllion was what we
were asking to put in the budget to feed every
child in New York through the Healthy Schoo

Meal s for All.

Now, through a ot of hard work with
some col | eagues on the other side of the aisle --
great job -- the runor is that we'll get about
134 mllion. That's not even half of what we
needed. So we can find a way to get 280 mllion
for a Hol |l ywood handout, but not 280 mllion to
feed our kids? That's shaneful

|"'ma no vote. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Murray to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Brisport to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

As we vote on this budget bill
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today, | rise to explain a deceptively dangerous
truth, which is that the ultra-rich have not
beconme the ultra-rich by contributing the nost to
society, not by being the snmartest or even the
har dest -wor ki ng. They have not becone the
ultra-rich by getting |ucky on an even pl ayi ng
field.

The ultra-rich have gotten that way
by exploiting a fundanmentally rigged system and
then rigging that systemfurther in their own
benefit. They have used their imense wealth to
force through policies that enable themto
capture nore and nore of the wealth that workers
create. And in ny two-and-a-half years in this
chanber, | have seen that happen too many tines
to even count.

Today we are considering a budget
that is overwhelmngly the results of that
process. |In February we saw our
billionaire-funded Governor propose a budget
designed to further rig our economc systemto
advantage the ultra-rich. Soon after, we saw
billionaires Iike Bloonberg junp in to further
i nfluence the process, using their fortunes to

distort reality by funding canpai gns to spread
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m si nformati on about the proposal.

Now, in the face of profit-driven
inflation, a cost-of-living crisis, and runaway
weal th inequality, the final budget needl essly
and reckl essly preserves tax breaks for the
ultra-rich and the corporations they own.

This is not sinply a grave
injustice, but also an existential threat to our
denocracy. The process by which the ultra-rich
gai n power and use their power to further
under m ne our denocracy will accelerate
exponentially if it is not quickly and
sufficiently countered.

The actions we take in the com ng
mont hs and years will determne if this is
remenbered as the period in history when we
al | oned denocracy to be disnmantl ed or when we
chose to stand with the rapidly grow ng,

organi zed and active resistance to finally turn

the tide.

As a matter of noral obligation and
responsibility to ny community, | vote nay on
this bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Brisport to be recorded in the negative.
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Senator Borrello to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, we see a lot of things in
this budget that are just taking away from | ocal
control. Probably one of the nopst egregious
parts is Part N, where we're going to allow the
proliferation of these crony capitalist wind and
solar projects. You know, the clinate socialists
have scored another win. You know, they are the
useful idiots for the enemes of this nation |like
Chi na, where all these products are made. And
they will once again get sonmething that's going
to end up costing not only control for our | ocal
governments, but also costing us in the way of
our econom c devel opnment in upstate.

You al so have Part O, which takes
away what really was a conmonsense idea, letting
| ocal governnents determ ne their sales tax rate.
But we're not going to do that. W're going to
make them cone on bended knee back to Al bany to
try to have those sales tax rates renewed.

Taki ng away | ocal control is just

one of many reasons why |I'I|l be a no on this
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budget .

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Ryan to explain his vote.

SENATOR RYAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

One of the itenms in this bill is the
extension of the historic tax credit. That tax
credit has been a super-inportant tax credit to
upstate communities that have a lot of historic
bui | di ngs and nei ghbor hoods.

Forever the federal governnent had a
tax credit of 20 percent to help offset the costs
of redoing historic buildings. But, Madam
President, that was not enough. The state then
pitched in between 20 and 30 percent, depending
on what you're using the building for. And that
has proven to be a boon. All along the Erie
Canal, buildings built in the 1800s, early 1900s,
from Al bany to Buffal o, have seen new life
breathed into them because of this tax credit.

And we have to renenber, when we
| ook at our historic architecture, it's not just

arelic of a past, but it's a building block on
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which to build our future, to nake our towns and
cities nore interesting but also to be reflective
of the past.

And you' ve seen it all over the City
of Buffalo, be it the R chardson Canpus, the
Hot el Lafayette, nei ghborhood after nei ghborhood.
The Guaranty Buil ding, Horsefeathers Building --
a lot of buildings. But -- Buffalo is not the
only recipient of that, but it's really good to
mai ntain our city centers, return the buildings
that were considered archaic to productive use.

Thank you, Madam President, and |
vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ryan to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- SI GAL: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to explain nmy vote but also
to spotlight a very inportant expansion of a tax
credit in this budget bill.

Thi s budget bill would nodify and
extend the New York City nusical and theatrica

production tax credit, to expand eligibility to
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i ncl ude of f-Broadway theatrical productions, and
defining which Broadway theaters are eligible for
t he program

You know, |ast year the Legislature
denonstrated our commtnent to the revival of
New York's arts community by including a
$200 million New York City nusical and theatrica
production tax credit, designed to junp-start the
i ndustry and support tourismin New York City.

Unfortunately, off-Broadway theaters
were |left out. These are smaller venues that
have | ong served as the place where aspiring
pl ayw i ghts from Tennessee Wl lians to Lin-Mnuel
M randa can get their start and deli ght
audi ences, enrich our arts conmmunity, and earn a
nane for thenselves. These theaters have hosted
househol d- nanme productions ranging fromRent to
Rock of Ages.

And in addition to serving as a
critical incubator for aspiring playwights and
performers, small theater venues are responsible
for $584 mllion in annual output, 3,017 jobs,
166 mllion in wages, and an annual indirect
econom c inpact of $513 mllion in output, 4,195

indirect jobs, and $264 mllion in wages.
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Well, this community and industry
has suffered mghtily under COVID. A 2021 report
fromour State Conptroller found that enploynment
in the arts, entertai nnent and recreation
industries fell by an astounding 66 percent
during the pandemc. As he puts it, the |argest
decline anong all sectors in New York's econony.
And even as patrons have conme back to arts
venues, our off-Broadway theaters have fallen
t hrough the cracks as ot her pandem c recovery
progranms never recouped the |lost income and sunk
costs due to being shuttered for so | ong.

So with this change that we're
passi ng today -- again, thank you to the
| eadershi p of Senator Serrano and our Majority
Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, and with the
support of the Governor, we are naking a
di fference to off-Broadway.

So | vote aye, and | give ny regards
t o Broadway, Madam Presi dent.

(Reaction from nmenbers.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Hoyl man- Sigal to be recorded in the affirmative.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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Weber to explain his vote.
SENATOR WEBER: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .

VWhat | see in this bill is tax
credits for mllionaires and billionaires,
Hol | ywood billionaires and mllionaires and

Broadway. What | don't see is mddle-class tax
cuts, childcare credits for individuals who are
struggling every day.

| see continual noney siphoned off
and given to the MIA. In Rockland County, we
don't call it the MIA, we call it the ATM
because it continues to suck noney out of our

residents and busi nesses wi thout delivering the

servi ces.

We need accountability on the MIA,
we need to stop -- they need to stop treating us
as an ATM So | will be voting no and -- | wll

be voting no on giving any additional noney to
the MTA until there is an accountability and a
forensic audit done on that organization.

So | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Weber to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Addabbo to explain his vote.
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SENATOR ADDABBC Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank Senator
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick for her questions on
Bel nont .

You know, we stand here at the cusp
of a real great opportunity for our state to nake
a very fiscally sound investnent right there in
that Bel nont area. You know, certainly with the
j obs -- over 3,000 jobs; post-construction, over
700 jobs. These are really good union jobs, MABE
conponents and vet erans.

But not only does it do well for
that area. There are horse farns in 57 counties
out of the whole state, 57 out of 62 counties --
there are horse farns that are going to benefit
fromthat too. And the horses benefit because
the synthetic turf at the new Belmont will be
safer for the horses.

| think this is areally fine step
for the state. It nakes Belnont certainly a
di fferent venue, a nore environnmentally friendly
venue. That area -- that racetrack has not been
renovated since 1968. So it becones

ADA- conpliant, it becones, again, environnentally
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friendly. This is a great step, and it's a great
opportunity that we have that we take today.

It's a great step for our state, and
that's why 1'Il be voting yes.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Addabbo to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 718, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Ashby, Borrello, Brisport,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Gonzal ez,
Giffo, Helmng, Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray,
Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,

Rol i son, Sal azar, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Wber

and Wi k.

Ayes, 38. Nays, 24.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

SENATCOR LI U Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Li u.

SENATOR LI U: Madam Pr esi dent, can
we now take up Cal endar Nunber 716.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
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a substitution at the desk

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Fi nance, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 3005C and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
4005C, Third Readi ng Cal endar 716.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD
Substitution so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
716, Assenbly Print Nunmber 3005C, Budget Bill, an
act to anend Chapter 887 of the Laws of 1983.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Rol i son.

SENATOR ROLI SON: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Wuld the sponsor yield for a
guestion, Part B?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ROLI SON: On Thur sday of
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| ast week -- and we heard this previously -- the
Governor in her Executive proposal had included
sone bail nodifications, |east restrictive. She
al so announced | ast week that that was going to
be in the deal, negoti ated.

| don't see it in this particular
bill. And why isn't it inthis -- not in this
bill?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President. You're correct, it is in the
budget. It's in a bill that we have yet to have
before us. And at the proper tinme when that bil
is printed and before us, 1'Il be happy to answer
guestions concerning the substance on that
guesti on.

But no, it is not in the current
bill.

SENATOR ROLI SON: Ckay, thank you.

Through, you, Madam President, wl|
t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR ROLI SON: There had been
di scussion as recently as a few weeks ago, again
with the Governor tal king about discovery reform
that there was a statenent nmade that she was
interested in seeing discovery reform not
specific at that point in tine.

And al so, too, | know there was
di scussi ons, which we were part of, where the DAs
had come to the Capitol and did express interest
in discovery reform There was sonething just
recently where DAs in New York City had nade
t hose sane statenments

Was there ever a proposal put
forward, either by the Governor or by anyone
el se, in this budget process as it relates to
di scovery refornf

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, there were nmany conversati ons as
related to discovery reform As a contenplative
conference and body, we listened to what was
happeni ng and we heard what the district
attorneys said. Utimtely, the conversations
related to discovery reformwere ultimately
pul | ed out of budget discussions,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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SENATOR ROLI SON: Thank you,
Senat or .

SENATOR BAI LEY: You' re wel cone.

SENATOR ROLI SON: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senator Borrello.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
" m | ooking specifically at Part C, if sonmeone
coul d answer a question on Part C. It's about
body scanner technol ogy.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Sal azar will be respondi ng, Senator.

Senat or, do you yield?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So as you're
wel | aware, we have -- through you
Madam Presi dent, we have seen a spi ke in violence
in our prisons. Alot of it is due to | think
the so-called crimnal justice reforns.

However, a | ot of the violence has

been i nnates that have been, quite frankly, high
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on drugs. Those drugs tend to come in through
people that visit. And this body scanner

t echnol ogy, which | know was in the budget
originally, I"'mtold is still going to be in the
budget, but I"'ma little concerned that it's
bei ng taken out.

Coul d you speak to, you know, this
very vital piece of technology that could reduce
vi ol ence in our prisons and contraband com ng
into our prisons, where that stands?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, the body scanning technol ogy in
correctional facilities piece is not in the bil
that is before the house. But | do | ook forward
to discussing it when the bill that we do
anticipate this part being in -- perhaps the ELFA
bill -- is actually printed.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLGC You know, this
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is actually the Public Protection bill. |'mjust

curious why we would nove it out of the

Public Protection bill and put it somewhere el se.
SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, the budget works in nysterious

ways and - -

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SALAZAR: -- today it seens
that this part will be in the ELFA bill i nstead.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
since ny Apple watch told nme it was tine to stand
up, | thought I would ask a question, so |I'm
good.

Thank you very much

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: kay,

t hank you.

Senat or St ec.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you.
believe it's Senator Bailey, please, if he would
yield for a few questions.

SENATOR BAI LEY: (I naudi bl e.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Al right, thank
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you. M questions are on Part F, which are the
techni cal amendnents that are proposed to the
Conceal ed Carry | nprovenent Act.

Certainly I think everyone in the
chanmber will renenber we did this outside the
budget | ast year, and then -- on debate. And
then followi ng on debate there was a | ot of
di scussion in the chanber and in the nedia around
the state as to what | think would probably
generously be considered oversights or uni ntended
consequences.

And |'m pl eased that several of them
are addressed in Part F here, but | do have a
guestion. Can you tell us why these changes to
t he Concealed Carry Act are being included in the
budget, as opposed to a standal one bill or
chapt er amendnment or sonething we could have
done? Wy are we doing this as part of the
budget ?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam President, it's a very fair question,
Senat or St ec.

You know, it was a conversation. It

was essentially the Executive's decision. W

wanted to nmake sure that something got done in
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this area. As you said, it needed sone
ti ghtening up, and we thought that this was the
best nmethod to address the concerns.

SENATOR STEC: | f the sponsor woul d
continue to yield, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you.
appreciate that, Senator. And again, you know,
we're nmaking a | ot of inprovenments here -- 21 gun
sal utes, historic reenactnents, display of
historic firearns for educational purposes.
There's a | ot of good inprovenents here that are
bei ng made.

However, I'll point to there's a
federal district court judge in the
Northern District that's caught a case -- there's
actual ly several cases that have been filed
regardi ng constitutional issues that were
rai sed -- again, on debate and post-adoption of
this bill -- and appeals currently are headed to

the Second Circuit Court.
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s there anything in this budget
| anguage t hat addresses those constitutional
guestions or issues that were raised when this
was done?

SENATOR BAI LEY: So t hrough you,
Madam President, if it's currently in the appeals
process, having not had a decision yet, it would
be very difficult for nme to specifically opine on
what the court woul d decide in terns of
constitutionality.

SENATOR STEC: | f the sponsor would
yield, I'"Il clarify ny question.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: | guess what |'m
saying is, is there anything in the budget
| anguage t hat addresses sone of the
constitutional issues that were raised, |ike
goi ng into sonebody's social nedia, contact
information for everybody that lives in the
househol d, good noral character, and sone of the
sensitive |location definitions?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
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Madam President, the -- in relation to sensitive
| ocations that you nmentioned, Senator Stec, yes.

In relation to the other things that
you nentioned, no.

SENATOR STEC: Ckay, | appreciate
that. Thank you.

| f the sponsor would continue to
yield to a coupl e nore questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Al right, thank

you.
One of the things that was brought

up of concern -- again, when the bill was done

and since then -- was the definition of parks.

And certainly it's a big state, it's a very

di verse state, which | think we all enbrace. You
know, you've got oceans, you've got nountains,
you' ve got foreign -- borders with foreign
countries, Geat Lakes. | nean, it's a |ot of

di versity geographically, a lot of diversity as

far as rural, suburban and urban.
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And | think, you know, we talked
about this offline; there's a |ot of people -- |
t hink you nentioned the word "park." And maybe
in your district, your idea of what the average
person would think of as a park is very different
t han what mne or maybe Senator Wl czyk or, you
know, other Adirondack or Catskills |egislators
m ght consider the park

And that was one of the traps that
was unfortunately brought to light in the
Conceal ed Carry Act. |Is there anything -- | was
wondering if you could explain why we didn't go
with the Executive's | anguage. The Executive
made a proposal in her budget draft, and then
that's been nodified, | think significantly.

Hers was cl eaner and sinpler.

Can you tell us why the -- how we're
handling the definition of what a park is? This
| anguage -- |I'Il just clarify. The |anguage in
t he proposed bill exenpts any privately held | and
within a park not dedicated to public use, and
the Forest Preserve. Wereas the Governor's
sinply said the Adirondack Park and the Catskill
Park, for the purpose of this, are not considered

par ks.
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SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent. Senator Stec, you're correct.
The beauty of our state is that we can have

di fferent approaches. But the beauty of statute
is that we get to codify certain things.

So as far as the Executive's
approach with the two houses, | imagine that the
specific table that this is at, nuch |like any
ot her conversation in the budget, there were
negoti ati ons and di scussi ons about the |anguage
and whether it should be narrowWy tailored or
expanded or kept in its original form

And ultimately we decided to | guess
go away fromthe Executive's proposal and go
t owar ds what essentially would be a conprom se
bet ween the Executive and the two houses.

SENATOR STEC: | f the sponsor woul d
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: | appreciate that.

Let nme try to ask the question another way.
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The -- inside the park there's about
a hundred conmunities, towns and villages; the
state highways that run through the park
6.1 mllion acres -- about 2.6 mllion of it is
Forest Preserve. So the bal ance is not
Forest Preserve, nost of that is privately owned
property.

And what |'mgetting at here is the
way that we've |anded in this budget |anguage,
you coul d have private property that is not
dedi cated to public -- that is dedicated to
public use, where a town outside the Blue Line,
outside the park -- a definition of town in
anot her part of the state -- m ght own hundreds
of acres and they may say this is for canpi ng and
fishing and people are allowed to carry a firearm
her e.

But the way that this | anguage is
witten, a town that's |ocated inside the
Bl ue Line, under simlar circunstances, could --
woul d not have the authority to allowits town
park to -- that m ght abut |arger wl derness
areas to be used.

So it still seenms much nore

restrictive that one town inside the park
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woul dn't have the sane rules as a town outside
t he park.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | guess in terns of what the
guestion would be in ternms of -- | guess you're
still asking how did we come up with the -- with
this | anguage, essentially. And again, as a
contenpl ati ve body, we had di scussi on, we had
conversations with DEC and State Parks, and they
believe that this | anguage was nore sufficient
than the originally proposed | anguage.

SENATOR STEC: | f the sponsor would
continue to yield, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Al right, |1
appreciate that. 1'Il try to ask the question
anot her way.

So we're trying to say it's okay to
carry a gun on Forest Preserve land, 2.6 mllion
acres. That's a step in the right direction.

That's sonmething that | think we were all trying
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to point out.

However, you know, the question
arises -- | mean, the Adirondack Park is
6 mllion acres. You could step off of a

trailhead into private property to hike over

private property which is a public -- you know,
open to public use, and then -- in order to
access the Forest Preserve. In |eaving your car

and wal ki ng maybe a couple of mles over private
property onto public property, would you be
violating the law if you were carrying?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Through you, Madam Presi dent,
t he answer woul d be no.

And | guess |'ll expound upon that.
W' ve specifically carved out a section for
privately held land in public |ocations, as
Senat or Stec was nenti oni ng.

SENATOR STEC: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR STEC: The | anguage t hat
|"mreading that I'"mhaving a hard tine with --
and | appreciate everyone's indul gence here --
anong the exenptions, libraries, public
pl aygrounds, public parks and zoos, provided
that, for the purpose of this section, a public
park shall not include, one, any privately held
land within the park that is not dedicated to
public use or, two, the Forest Preserve, as
defi ned under subdivision 6. So privately held
land within the public that's not dedicated to
public use.

| f sonmebody wants to carry over
across sonebody el se's private property -- a
club, a hunting club, it's not Forest Preserve,
it'"s a hunting club -- to access state | and,
you're saying that that would not be a violation
of the |aw

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. According to conversation that
we've had with DEC, the answer would be no.

SENATOR STEC: Al'l right.
appreciate that. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank

you.
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Senat or Hel m ng.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| f the sponsor would continue to
yield for questions on Part K, the State Liquor
Aut hori ty.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

Senat or Krueger, the Majority
rejected the Governor's proposal to direct the
New York State Liquor Authority to reviewthe
New York State Al coholic Beverage Control Law and
recommend changes to nore clearly and rationally
delineate policies, procedures, criteria and
| egal standards.

Can you el aborate as to why this
| anguage to review Al coholic Beverage Control Law
was not included in the budget?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Apparently between when the

Governor put the |anguage in the budget

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3079

originally and now, the SLA determ ned that they
could do it through regulation. They have done
it through regulation. And that entire list is
now posted on their website as new regul ati ons
for the SLA. (Conferring.)

Oh, excuse me. SLA put in their own
proposed bill, and that's up on their website.
So they want to do it separate fromthe budget,
as their freestanding bill.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

Madam President, if the sponsor wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Senat or Krueger,

isit the Mpjority's intention to take up the

bill before the end of session?
SENATOR KRUEGER: | have no i dea.
It's not nmy -- | don't know which committee it

woul d go through
Oh, excuse ne, it would go through

| nvestigations and Operations. So perhaps you
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can have a discussion with them after the budget
bills.

SENATCOR HELM NG Madam Pr esi dent
if the sponsor would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

Senat or Krueger, going to Part O
t he i ssuance of tenporary retail permts.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Oh, yes, | --
yield, I'"msorry.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Under Part O,
it's ny understanding that tenporary permts nmay
be extended for a full year while the business
waits for SLA to review the permanent
appl i cation.

| hear from small businesses,
probably |ike so many people in this room al
the tinme. They' ve been issued a tenporary

permt, and they're required to pay a nonthly
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fee. | think the nonthly fee is just under a
hundred dollars, at |east fromthe businesses
|"ve heard from This may not seemlike a | ot,
but I'mtelling you, it's hurting our small
busi nesses, those small nom and-pops that |ine
our Main Streets -- the restaurants, et cetera.

Does the budget include | anguage to
elimnate the nonthly waiting fee? It's
frustrating that a small busi ness should have to
pay a fee while they're waiting for the state
agency to take action.

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.)
No, we nmake no change to that process. So
what ever the current standard is, that would
continue at this point.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
Madam Presi dent, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG So just so I'm

clear in my understandi ng, although we're
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extending the tenporary permt period to

one year, we're still going to require our

smal | busi nesses who are waiting for action by
the SLA -- they're not waiting for the applicant
to provide any additional information, the
application's been deened conplete -- we are
still going to require themto pay a nonthly fee.
I's that true?

SENATOR KRUEGER: In the way it's
bei ng explained to nme, that they get a 90-day
permt and after that they would need to reapply
every 30 days until the SLA conpleted the work
that was required to approve or deny a ful
l'i cense.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
Madam Presi dent, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Senat or Krueger,
now |I'm confused. Can you explain, then, Part O

what it does?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: (Conferring.)
Thank you.

So basically this doesn't really
change anything. Since 2010, so | guess during
t he Republican control of the Senate as well, we
have been doi ng one-year extensions of this

arrangenent. So the current arrangenent will

cont i nue.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
Madam President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Senat or Krueger,
under Denocratic control in every branch of
government, why not make a change now that will
hel p our small businesses?

The charge -- like |I just worked
with a small Mexican restaurant, a young couple
with two young kids, just starting out. They
have supplied -- and we' ve hel ped them - -
supplied so nuch information to the SLA. And
while they wait for the SLA, who tells us they're
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understaffed and that's why they weren't noving
on the bill -- they have to pay al nost $100 a
nonth. That's ridiculous, and it needs to be
changed. So why not change it?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So | have to
admt that SLA | aw has not been an area of
expertise of mne.

New York City actually finds itself
often in the reverse situation, that our
comunities are frustrated that there are too
many approvals of SLA |icenses wthout the
conplete review, and we al so to sone degree w sh
that the SLA could nove qui cker, but nove quicker
to close down facilities or say no. So it nay be
alittle bit of a different story in different
parts of the state.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD
Senat or Skoufi s?

Senat or O Mar a.

SENATOR O MARA: Yes,

Madam Presi dent, | just have a coupl e of

guestions for Senator Bailey on the --
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Bai | ey, do you yield?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Most definitely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senator. | just want sonme clarification on
sensitive locations with regards to places of
wor shi p.

The | anguage here says those persons
responsi bl e for security at such place of
worship, they'lIl be able to conceal carry. Wo's
maki ng the determ nation of who's security, and
does that security have to be sone type of
I icensed security?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, | would say the Lord.

But it would be determ ning on who's
in charge of that house of worship, in al
seriousness, Senator O Mara. Who's in charge of
t he house of worship.

SENATOR O MARA: Ckay. So through
you, Madam President, if the sponsor would yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the

sponsor vyiel d?

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

3086

SENATOR BAI LEY: Mostly definitely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: So that can be a
deci sion that the pastor or the church counci
determi nes certain individuals that can carry
during church services?

SENATOR BAI LEY: So t hrough you,
Madam Presi dent. You know, many houses of
wor shi p, should they so desire, choose to hire
retired | aw enforcenent officers or other
i ndi vi dual s, dependi ng on what ever the makeup of
their board is. But ultimately, yes, it would be
up to that house of worship, however they decide
to make their decision-naking.

For exanple, |I'ma nmenber of the
Met hodi st Church, and our deci si on-naki ng board
is the PP&R -- Pastor, Parish and Rel ations
Comm ttee, and we nmake a | ot of decisions in
that. Whatever the house of worship's body that
woul d be that, | imgine they woul d be the ones
t hat woul d deci de that.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the sponsor will continue to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Now, first you
said that whoever's in charge of the house of
wor shi p can make t he deci sion of who the security
is. Nowyou just said they could hire retired
| aw enf orcenent or sonething.

So is there any specific requirenent
of the individual that's chosen to provide
security?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam President, as |I'mwont to do, | just gave
an exanple. But there is no specific requirenent
to hire the individuals that |I'd nentioned.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATCR O MARA: You know, in the
situation of private property, the property owner
can post a sign saying "lIt's okay to carry here."
Is that still the case under this change?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, yes. That would be still |egal,
yes.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the sponsor would vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: So in that vein
could the church | eadership post a sign at the
entrance saying "You're all responsible for
security, please feel welcone to bring your
firearm'?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, that would not be the spirit or
the intent of the law, so | would say no.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
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you.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrello to explain his vote

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, it's disappointing to see
that we thought that we -- we thought we were
maki ng progress on the antiquated ABC | aws, and
clearly we're taking a step back here. And one
of the worst parts of being in this business is
knowi ng that we continue to put nore pressure on
our snmall businesses, hospitality businesses.

Hospitality is the | argest generator
of sales tax in New York City, second-largest in

the state. A huge econom c driver. Enployers.
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Yet we're continuing to do things |ike not
address the unenpl oynment insurance deficit. And
while the pot free-for-all continues, they' re not
doing anything -- there are crimnal enterprises
that are contributing nothing to our econony,
they're a drain on resources, and we're going to
continue to put pressure on the small businesses
that make up the large majority of the
hospitality industry in New York State.

This is another fiasco. W listen
to the SLA conpl ain about how they're
under st af fed, understaffed, we're bottl enecked.
| don't understand how, in the scope of a
$229 billion budget, that sonehow t he SLA doesn't
have enough people. That's really disgraceful.

This industry's inportant to
New York State, and |I'mvoting no. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Skoufis to explain his vote.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thanks very mnuch,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| will be voting aye, but | do want
to weigh in on the conversation surroundi ng ABC

reformand SLA reform
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And |'m synpat hetic to the concerns
that my coll eagues across the aisle have rai sed,
and will point out that it was this chanber that
| ast year attenpted to advance very significant
ABC refornms at the budget negotiating table. And
simlarly, in our one-house budget, we included a
nunber of refornms. And so it's this house's
position that yes, absolutely, sonething needs to
change.

As chair of IGO0, which handles a | ot
of ABC law, | can say with a high degree of
confidence that the SLA is perhaps the nost
unaccount abl e, unresponsive, derelict in their
duties agency or authority in all of New York
It is astonishing and really reprehensible that
they are so unresponsive to our constituents that
it does take nine nonths, 10 nonths, 11 nmonths to
process applications. And neanwhile, those
constituent businesses have to renew and pay
t hese fees associated with tenmporary |icenses.

And so I"mcertainly conmmtted to
continuing to push for reform look forward to
wor king with ny col |l eagues on both sides of the
aisle, and wll note that just today the

commi ssion that we enpaneled in | ast year's
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budget to look at said refornms cane out with
their findings and recommendations, their
over-100-page report. And it's ny hope that we
can take many of those reconmendations that |
agree with and put theminto | egislation and
advance them and finally address some of these
probl ens.

Thank you very much
Madam President. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Skoufis to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Weber to explain his vote.

SENATOR WEBER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, | was elected last year in
a D21 district, being outspent about four to
one. It wasn't ny charm and good | ooks that got
me el ect ed.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR WEBER: Wat got ne el ected
was eight in 10 people were concerned about
public safety, and they blaned the bail reform
| aws for increasing violent crines in our area.

W need to deal with that. Right?

And |'m di sappointed to see in this public safety
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bill that we're -- we have an entire section
related to the value of this chair. Like anyone
cares about the value of the chair when they're
getting robbed and violent crine is continuing in
t hei r nei ghbor hoods.

W need to take this seriously. W

need to deal with the bail reform | ' m concer ned
that it's not in the public safety bill, with a
wink and a nod that it will cone |ater. [''m

voting no at this point.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Weber to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 716, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent ,
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just to give ny coll eagues a sense of what the
rest of the evening holds, we have five nore
budget bills to go. W're going to take those up

tomorrow. But we are going to break for party

conferences now. There will be a Rules Conmittee
neeting at 8:15, after which we will conme back to
the floor and pass a bill that will make sure

payrolls can continue to be processed past noon
t onor r ow,

So please call a Rules Conmittee
neeting for 8:15, and stand at ease for party
conf erences.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There
will be a Rules Committee neeting at 8:15 in
Room 333. The Senate will stand at ease.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can you pl ease
recogni ze Senator Lanza as well.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Oh.
Senat or Lanza.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

Senator G anaris.

Madam President, there will be an
i mredi ate nmeeting of the Republican Conference in
Room 315.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There
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will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Republ i can Conference in Room 315.

The Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 7:57 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
8:24 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
| believe there's a report of the Rules Conmittee
at the desk. Can we take that up, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bill:

Senate Print 6625, by
Senat or Krueger, an act naking appropriations for
t he support of governnent.

The bill reports direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept

the report of the Rules Commttee.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: All
those in favor of accepting the report of the
Rul es Commttee signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
report is adopted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we take up
t he suppl enental cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 6685 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 6625, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 722.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD:
Substitution ordered.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Is there a
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nmessage of necessity and appropriation at the
desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
a nmessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Al
those in favor of accepting the nessage of
necessity signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
nmessage i s accept ed.

The bill is before the house.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
722, Assenbly Print Nunber 6685, by
Assenbl ynmenber Wei nstein, an act naking
appropriations for the support of governnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the supplenental cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until tonorrow, Tuesday, My 2nd, at
12: 00 noon.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Tuesday
at 12: 00 noon.

(Wher eupon, at 8:26 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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