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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Maj or
Shawn S. Lee, reginental chaplain of the U S.
Corps of Cadets, will deliver today's invocation.

Maj or Lee.

REG MENTAL CHAPLAI N LEE: Thank
you, Ssir.

| invite you to join with ne in
prayer.

Et ernal God, steadfast Creator, our
hel p in ages past and our hope for years to cone,
| thank You for the great State of New York and
this Senate.

You know the hearts of the mllions
who call New York hone, and | thank You for the
peopl e of this diverse and bl essed state, which
has hel ped formthis nation fromits infancy and
t hen wel coned i mmigrants for generations.

May each Senator here serve their
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people faithfully. Gant wisdomto each of the
63 of themto carefully deliberate and consi der
the work set before them strengthen the staff
who serve the Senate, that the fruit of their

| abors woul d be justice and ri ght eousness.

May their work and their words
bridge their differences and chall enges. G ant
Your peace for each neeting, each hearing, each
conm ttee, and each session, that New York State
woul d be led with prudence and with w sdom

| thank You for New York's historic
relationship with the United States Mlitary
Acadeny. May New York State long continue to
provide the nation with a challenging and fertile
ground to educate, train and inspire Arerica's
future | eaders.

Excel sior, | pray. Anmen.

(Response of "Amen.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
April 25, 2023, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Monday, April 24,
2023, was read and approved. On notion, the

Senat e adj our ned.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Breslin
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Fi nance, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 3172A and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bill 5889,
Third Readi ng Cal endar 626.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: So
or der ed.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,
M. President.

| wish to call up the follow ng
bills, which were recalled fromthe Assenbly and
are now at the desk

Senate Print Numbers 2060 and 1851.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
231, Senate Print 1851, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

Cal endar Nunber 241, Senate Print
2060, by Senator Stavisky, an act to amend the
Educati on Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Cal | the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
SENATCOR G ANARI S: Bef ore we call
the roll, M. President, | nove to reconsider the

vote by which the bills were passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
amendnents are received, and those bills wll
retain their place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | now offer the
foll owi ng amendnents on those bills.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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amendnents are received, and the bills wll
retain their place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up previously adopted Resolution 705, by
Senator Skoufis, read that resolution's title and
recogni ze Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
705, by Senator Skoufis, nenorializing
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimApril 26, 2023,
as West Point Day in New York State.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Leader
St ewart - Cousi ns on the resol ution.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so much, M. President.

And | want to thank Senator Skoufis
for continuing this great tradition of Wst Point
Day.

| also want to thank our newy
m nted Veterans chair, Senator Scarcell a-Spanton.

And al so, of course, | want to thank
West Point for always being partners as we

el evate the service that we get fromyou who are
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serving and graduating from Wst Point.

| want to thank Maj or Shawn Lee, the
chaplain, for the beautiful prayer. Thank you so
much. W al ways need strong bl essings, so |
appreciate it. And I know we will hear from
Li eutenant Ceneral Steven G|l and, the
61st superintendent of the United States
Mlitary Acadeny.

W are a little bit tardy today. W
generally start on tine because we understand
that it is inportant in your tradition, and
certainly we try and nake it our tradition, to
get to work and stay focused, and we like to do
it ontime. But today was one of those days that
there was a confl uence of circunstances.

Today, for the first tine, we've
honored Korean War veterans, and that happened in
The Well earlier. And the buses were a little
bit late, so they got here a little bit |ate.

And we'l|l hear nore about them | ater.

But | thought it was also kind of a
great thing to happen, because it is rem nding us
that service never stops. It is an
i nt ergenerational celebration that we'll be

havi ng today of service and val or.
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West Point and its 70-year history
of doing this, the idea of West Point dates back
to President George Washington. It was created
under President Jefferson, formalized by
Bri gadi er General Syl vanus Thayer.

West Poi nt has becone synonynobus
wi th Ei senhower, Patton, Bradley, U ysses S.
Gant, WIIiam Tecunseh Sherman, "Bl ack Jack"
Pershing, and the first fenal e graduate, who
shares ny first name, Andrea Hollen. Here in our
chanber, our former Senator and Korean War
vet eran who has since passed on, Bill Larkin, and
many ot hers, including the brother of
Senator Breslin, Mke Breslin, who is here today
as wel | .

As | look at the class of young
cadets before us, we'll know your nanes. Because
| know you bring the same courage, the sane
dedi cation, the sane honor that West Point has
uphel d for centuries. W comend you all for
taking the crucial action and to serve as a
beacon of hope even as we face i mense
uncertainties.

You should all feel incredibly proud

of yourselves for answering your highest call,
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our nation's highest call, and finding your
passion so early in life.

On days like this, I'mrem nded of
my omn fam |y nenbers -- ny dad, who served in
World War 11; ny brother, who served in Vietnam
Their sacrifices and their service had a profound
effect on ny own life. And it always serves as a
rem nder to always put others first.

| know this is the sane thing that
exists in the character of this class today. The
comm tment that you' ve nade for the greater good
shows that you have a conviction, a dedication,
and a drive.

Wthin every challenge that we face
lies an opportunity to strengthen our resolve and
to dig deeper on the values that we hold dear.
wi sh all of you the strength going forward, and
offer this chanber's friendship and support for
what you do.

Even with my father and brother
being in the mlitary during wartine, it wll
al ways be hard for civilians like nyself to truly
grasp the magnitude and the intensity and the
horror of war that exists every hour of every

day. We know that the cadets in this chanber are
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going to be on the front |ines somewhere in this
wor | d, keeping us safe and standing up for the
i deal s that America holds so dear.

For the rest of your lives, our
state and nation will forever be in your debt.
The service you give cannot be repaid, but it
will always be honored. W're grateful for you,
for your famlies, and for everything you do and
will do on behalf of our country.

| pledge to you now to never
overl ook your service or conmtment, to continue
wor ki ng on your behal f, and to al ways back our
appreciation with words and actions and
listening. Because what you experience, you
bring back to us. And if we can nake it better
for the next set of cadets, that's what we wl|
do.

So again, | thank you so nuch for
continuing this great tradition and honoring our

chanber. And again, we will see you after al

the cerenonies for |lunch, and you will be sharing

that lunch with our Korean War veterans again.
think it will be a great and anazi ng
i nt ergenerational celebration of service.

Thank you so nmuch. And thank you
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M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Madam Leader.

Senat or Skoufis on the resolution.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you very
much, M. President.

And it's always a privilege to
follow the Majority Leader, on this day and any
day. But her words certainly ring so true about
the inmportance of this day and the inportance of
t he people that we're cel ebrating today.

Before | get to speaking on the
resol ution and some renmarks, | do want to
acknow edge the fol ks who made the trip up here
and make this day possible.

First, fromWst Point's
| eadership -- and we'll hear fromhimin a
noment -- we have Lieutenant General Steven
Glland, who's the 61st Superintendent of the
United States Mlitary Acadeny. |It's an honor to
have you up here today.

He's al so joi ned by Lieutenant
Col onel Matthew C. Dawson, Executive O ficer to
t he Superintendent; Lieutenant Col onel Beth

Smth, USMA Public Affairs O ficer.
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We heard from Maj or Shawn S. Lee,
Regi nental Chaplain -- thank you for your
beautiful words earlier.

And we're al so joi ned by
First Captain Lauren Drysdale, who I'mtold is a
shining star in the ranks of the cadets. And we
| ook forward to what your future holds in store
for you.

W al so are joined by a nunber of
support personnel: M. Jim Fox, USMA Public
Affairs Ofice; M. Matthew D. Hintz, fromthe
sanme office, and who was -- a speci al
shout-out -- really a prinmary person that made
this day possible from Wst Point's end; as well
as Sergeant First Class Luisito Brooks and
Sergeant First C ass Ryan J. Wi ss.

Fromthe Senate side, | do want to
thank, in addition to the Majority Leader and in
addition to ny coll eague who we'll hear from
Senat or Scar cel | a- Spanton, who is doing an
incredible job | eading the Veterans Affairs
Commttee, | also want to thank Shell ey Andrews,
Jordi ne Jones, Shane Jones, and of course
Al e Paulino for hel ping make today possible.

| won't introduce by nane
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individually the cadets. W will -- and ny
col | eagues, you all who represent each of these
cadets will have a chance to introduce them and
so |l will save that for you all.

So if I may now, on the resolution,
M. President, it is my great honor and privilege
to rise today as the Senator representing the
42nd District, hone to the United States
Mlitary Acadeny, on this 71st anniversary of
West Point Day, a cherished tradition here in the
halls of the Capitol and a nonent of great pride
to all of ny colleagues, no doubt, as well as
past Senators over that time, including, as was
nmenti oned before, ny predecessor, Col onel Bil
Lar ki n.

As the ol dest continuously occupied
Arny post in the United States, the United States
Mlitary Acadeny at West Point played a
substantial role, as you all know, in the
foundi ng of this nation, and continues to produce
t he kinds of |eaders and defenders of Anerican
denocracy that we need today.

Perched proudly atop the west bank
of the m ghty Hudson River, Wst Point stands as

a beacon to all who believe in our shared
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Anerican ideals, a synbol of denocracy and
freedomfor those called to action, to honor, and
to our country. It stands as a | oom ng rem nder
to all who wind their way up the river that the
story of this great denocratic experinment is a
docurnent still being witten, the subsequent
chapters of which are yet unknown.

Cadets, if you'll grant me a bit of
an aside, those who know ne are |ikely aware of
nmy fascination with all things space -- the
possibility, the uncertainty, the expansive
nature of everything out there, and what it can
nmean for those of us right here -- indeed, the
nost iconic enbodi nent of the unknown.

To cast one's gaze into a void the
size of which we couldn't possibly fathom and to
think "this unknown is worth knowng," is an
i mpul se rooted in bravery and human spirit. The
grit required to persist in the face of
unknowabl e odds at the edges of our abilities is
a quality I think nore of us should strive for.

You cadets have exactly this
quality. It's what brought you to West Point in
the first place. By pursuing your education in

those hallowed halls, and the commitnent to
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protect our nation and our values that is
forthcom ng for all of you, you're boldly
proclaimng to the world that this denocracy we
cherish, a story still being witten right here
in this chanber, the future of which is yet
uncertain, is worth defending. It's worth
showi ng up for.

So today, ny coll eagues -- ny
col | eagues and | are honored to show up for you.
We are hunbled by your grit and will never |ose
sight of it. And we are so proud of the futures
you' ve yet to wite for yourselves and to this
great country.

In remarks to the National Defense
Forumin Decenber, our U S. Secretary of Defense,
Ll oyd Austin, hinmself a West Point grad, said:
“I'n this decisive decade, let us pledge again to
be the dreaners, the builders and the doers. Let
us forge a world of greater security, prosperity,
and liberty. And let us neet Anerica's
chal l enges with confidence.™

This is your charge. Geet the
unknown w t h decisiveness. Dream build, and do.

Thank you, M. President.

And | ast but certainly not |east, Go
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Arny, and beat Navy! Thank you.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Skoufis.

Senator O'tt on the resolution.

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you,
M. President.

| would like to thank Senator Andrea
Stewart-Cousins for continuing this tradition.

| certainly want to thank the

sponsor for continuing to carry the resol ution.

He mentioned former Senator Bill Larkin,
Colonel Bill Larkin. W used to always call him
"Col onel." W never even called him Senator, he

was Col onel Lar ki n.

This was his pride and joy. This
day was his proudest day as a New York State
Senat or, each and every year -- not just because
West Point was in the district, but because of
what West Point nmeant to New York State, to the
country and, | would argue, the world.

Senator Gallivan and | were

conversing, and he nentioned -- and | think this
is true -- he said, "Look how young the cadets
| ook.” And that's inportant, | think, because a
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| ot of tines when people think of conbat, conbat
| eaders, they think of fighting men and wonen,
they do not think of 22-year-olds, 21-year-olds.
They don't think of their children, they think of
sort of a grizzled ol der person who has lived a
full life, mybe.

And the reality is our fighting is
and al ways has been done | argely by young peopl e,
peopl e who today we would call Kkids.

In many situations we think about
young peopl e today and we think about maybe
they're ainless, they' re | ooking for thensel ves,
they're trying to find thensel ves, who are they
really. These cadets here do not have that
probl em They know exactly who they are. They
know exactly that they're being trained to do.

And t he Acadeny at West Point, the
MIlitary Acadeny at West Point is not just to
produce second lieutenants for the Army, although
that's the 50-nmeter target, but in the big
picture it is there to create, to make, to
educate the future | eaders of the United States
mlitary. Future joint chiefs, future, you know,
two-, three-, four-star generals. That is what

the Mlitary Acadeny at West Point was desi gned
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to do: To create the future | eaders of the
United States Arny and the United States
military.

And it does. And it has done that.
And you are now, you are now the heirs to that
legacy. And it's a legacy that continues to be
i nportant, continues to be questioned as to the
role of the United States not only abroad in an
i ncreasingly hostile world where other countries
and ot her powers are trying to challenge the role
of the United States, the role of free,
denocratic government. And you are what
underlies that.

[t's not words, it's not docunents,

it's not speeches -- although those are all part
of it -- but at the end of the day, it is young
people |ike yourself who are willing to say, |

wWill put ny life on the line for the idea that is
the United States of Anerica, for the ideals that
are enbodied in our Constitution. You nmake them
a reality. Your presence here is a reninder to
all of us of the real cost that it takes to
govern and defend a republic.

And | appl aud you for your

commitment. | applaud you for being here today.
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It's an honor for me. |It's an honor for all of
us. We have several veterans in this room in
this chanber: Senator Stec, Senator WAl czyk,
Senat or Ashby, | know Senat or Sanders. |'m not
sure if I'"'mmssing anybody. But all of us have
worn various uniforns in our nation's military.

| think Senator Sanders was a Marine. Senators
Wal czyk and Ashby and nyself were Arny. And
don't hold this against him but Senator Stec was
Navy.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR ORTT: So -- and 1'll close
on alittle lighter note, but you should know
each year Senator Stec and | have a bet on the
Arny-Navy football game. The wi nner gets to
di splay the flag of the w nning school in our
conference room where it is for the renai nder of
the year. So you will know that the Wst Point
Arny flag proudly is displayed right now in our
conference room thanks to your excellent victory
| ast year. And | hope that it will not be going
anywhere after this year.

But it really is a pleasure to
wel come you here, know ng what you're going to

do. And I will rem nd people that the greatest
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way to preserve peace in the world, you're
| ooking at themright now. That's really what
you're there for. Not to -- yes, you're there to
fight wars if they happen. But really you exi st
to preserve peace. And | think your presence in
the United States mlitary has done that over its
hi story and you, again, are heirs to that
hi story.

So thank you for being here. Thank
you for your service.

Go Arny, beat Navy!

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Ott.

It is now ny honor and pl easure to
i ntroduce Lieutenant Ceneral Steven Glland, the
61st Superintendent of the United States Mlitary
Acadeny.

(St andi ng ovation.)

VEST PO NT SUPERI NTENDENT G LLAND:
Al right, thank you. Thank you, everyone.

Ladies and gentlenen, it is an
absol ute honor to join you here today. Senator
St ewart - Cousi ns, Senator Ortt, nmenbers of this

di stingui shed Senate, good norning and thank you
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so nuch for having us, the United States Mlitary
Acadeny, here. And thank you all for your
service to the State of New York

And on behal f of our anmazing team at
the United States MIlitary Acadeny, we absolutely
thank you for this recognition as we tal k about
what this day represents, and 71 years in the
running. And | absolutely amcomitted to
continuing our part of this tradition.

Senat or Stewart-Cousins, nma' am
t hank you for the opportunity to address this
chanber .

And Senat or Skoufis, sir, thank you
for hosting us today. |It's been an absolute --
it's been wonderful so far as we've come in and
had the short tour and such. And | know that,
you know, the constituents of this great state,
our cadets that are over here, they're learning a
| ot and they are thankful to have this
opportunity.

And to Senator Scarcell a-Spanton,
ma' am thank you and your commttee for all you
do for our veterans and our service nenbers in
this great state.

There is a very special group I'd
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li ke to acknow edge, and that's the distinguished
group of veterans of the Korean War right up
here. Gentlenen, thank you all. | think I've
got some over here.

(Standi ng ovation.)

VEST PO NT SUPERI NTENDENT G LLAND:
Gentlemen, | salute you. And it's our honor and
privilege to have you here today.

This year nmarks the 70 years since
the signing of the armi stice that brought that
war to an end. And as we do, it's a hunble
privilege to recognize this incredible group for
their service and sacrifice, as well as all the
men and wormen who have bravely -- who so bravely
fought there, and to those who made the ultimte
sacrifice.

In the words of one of West Point's
nost esteenmed graduates, President Ei senhower,
they "went to that far-off land to prove once
again that only courage and sacrifice keeps
freedom alive upon the earth."

Qur mission at the United States
Mlitary Acadeny is to educate, train and inspire
the future | eaders of character for our Arny and

our nation. And these young nen and wonmen are a
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representative sanple of those incredible young
future | eaders of our Arny and our nation.

And | can't think of anything nore
inspiring for us than to be in the presence of
t hese amazi ng Anericans. Gentlenen, we're
honored to share the chanmber with you today, and
we thank you for your selfless service and
devotion to duty.

Al right, so | would ask everyone,
anot her round of appl ause for our Korean War
vet er ans.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: So since
that cold January day in 1778 when Ceneral
Samuel Parsons and his brigade crossed the frozen
Hudson River to its west banks to establish a
strategi c defensive outpost against the British,
West Point has been an inportant thread in the
fabric of New York and, indeed, our nation

So too have New Yorkers been an
important thread in the fabric of Wst Point, the
United States MIlitary Acadeny, and the
United States Arny.

From John Livingston, New York's

first graduate in the Acadeny's second class, in
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1803, to our West Point cadets joining us here
today, they are representative of the nmen and
wonen who call the Enpire State home and have
been an inportant part of the Corps of Cadets and
the Long Gray Line, honorably serving our nation
as | eaders of character, not only in our Arny but
i n our government, business, academ a, and nore.

And that's to say nothing of the
countl ess New Yorkers serving as soldiers in the
United States Arny, the citizen soldiers of the
Nat i onal Guard and the Arny Reserve. And our
Arny veterans and retirees, our soldiers for
life, who continue to serve in various ways |ong
after hanging up their uniformfor the last tinmne.

And as | nentioned a few nonents
ago, the mssion of the United States Mlitary
Acadeny is to educate, train and inspire: To
devel op highly trained, disciplined and fit
| eaders of trenendous character, prepared to
support and defend the Constitution of the
United States and to serve and to protect the
United States of Anmerica.

The Chief of Staff of the Arny,
CGeneral Janes McConville, speaks of the "gold
standard."” And he says when Anerica |ooks to
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what right |ooks |ike, they |ook to the
United States MIlitary Acadeny at West Point.
That is what we owe you, the citizens of our
nation. That is nmy obligation, as the
superintendent of the United States Mlitary
Acadeny, to deliver to you every single year.

And that m ssion would not be
possi bl e without the trenmendous support of our
state | eaders here in Al bany, as well as from our
nei ghbors throughout New York, Orange County, and
t he Hudson Valley region. So on behalf of the
West Point community, we greatly appreciate that
support. At West Point we say it takes a village
to devel op | eaders, and we are honored to have
you all as part of that village.

Li kewi se, we are commtted to being
good nei ghbors, not only with our | ocal
comunities, but statewide. And we're always
| ooki ng for ways to connect, build relationships,
and work together on opportunities that will not
only enhance the | eader devel opnent experience
but al so benefit the comrunity.

On behalf of the United States Arny,
we thank you for your continued hel p and support

ininspiring a renewed call for service in our
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young people, to help themsee the Arny as a
pl ace of possibilities and opportunity where they
can be all that they can be.

So thank you for your continued
support and for honoring us today. Go, Arny!

(Laughter.)

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank you
for those words, Lieutenant General.

Senat or Scar cel | a- Spanton on the
resol ution.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, M. President.

Thank you, Senator Skoufis, for all
the work that you've done in the State Senate to
recogni ze this historic institution of
West Poi nt .

This prestigious organi zation has a
| ong and storied history of producing | eaders who
have served our nation with distinction. But
West Point is not just a training ground for
mlitary |eaders, it is also an institution that
instills inits cadets a deep sense of duty,
honor and country.

The young nen and woren who attend

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2629

West Point are sone of the best and brightest
that the country has to offer. They cone from
all corners of the country right here to

New York, united by a shared conmtnent to
serving their country and protecting our
freedons.

As we recogni ze West Point Day, |et
us al so recogni ze the sacrifices that cadets nake
in order to attend this prestigious institution.
They commit to serving in our mlitary and
putting their lives on the line to defend our
freedons.

Thank you so much to the cadets of
West Point who are preparing to serve our
country. Your dedication to duty, honor and
country is an inspiration to us all. And as the
wi fe of an Arny grunt -- not a Wst Point
graduate -- Go, Arny!

Thank you. | proudly vote aye.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you.

Senat or Manni on on the resol ution.

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thank you,

M. President.
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It is a great day here in the
chanber. And as the grandson of a World War |
veteran who came to this country with the hopes
and dreans that woul d nmeet his expectations of
all Anerica had to offer, this confluence of
generations is inspiring, it's meaningful. And
as the grandchild of a veteran, | thank all of
our veterans who are here today and thank our
cadets for their service to our country.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Manni on.

Senat or Stavi sky on the resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,

M. President.

And t hank you to everybody. |[|'m not
going to repeat the nanes.

But each year when we have
West Point Day -- and there have been, | think,
71, and |'ve been here for a nunber of them-- |
still visualize Colonel Larkin sitting in the
back row, describing his experience in various
| ocations throughout the South and when he was in
Korea, and we are here to nake sure that the

Korean War is not the forgotten war. W do
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recogni ze our friends from-- who hel ped to save
denocracy in that part of the world, and we thank
you for your service.

Asi de from Col onel Larkin, we also
recogni ze Major Breslin, the brother of our
esteened State Senator, and a fornmer Al bany
County Executi ve.

But |I'm here today to recognize a
constituent. His name is Arbin Hoque, and he
lives in ny Senate district in Queens Village.

He is in his first year at Wst Point, a proud
graduate of the public high school in -- that's
at York Coll ege.

But his story, | nust say, is a
really conpelling story. He was born in
Bangl adesh. And when he was about six years old,
his father was with sone friends in Dhaka, and
they were buying lottery tickets. Now, | know we
know our New York Lottery. But he was in
Bangl adesh, he bought a lottery ticket, and he
won.

And what did he do with his
earnings, with his winnings? He and his famly
cane to the United States.

The opportunity, the public
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education systemthat we have in the

United States -- and | chair the Conmttee on

Hi gher Education, so | have a special interest in
hi gher education. And while we don't consider
West Point as a state institution, it still is
public education that offers opportunity.

And | can only visualize how proud
his famly will be in four years or three years
when he graduates. Hi s father and grandfat her
served in the mlitary, and he will join the
Long Gray Line.

W nmet the Mpajority Leader, and |
t hank her for her comments, and Senator Skoufis.

But there were two presidents of the
United States who graduated from West Point:
Uysses S. Grant, and of course Dw ght
Ei senhower. Who knows who the third president is
going to be? |It's going to happen.

And we have such great opportunity
for our cadets who are here today, and we thank
them not for com ng so much as for what they are
goi ng to do.

So again, M. President, | thank
you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
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you.
Senat or Tedi sco on the resol ution.
SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,

M. President.

It's nmy pleasure to welconme fromthe
44t h Senate District, in the Town of N skayuna,
West Poi nt Cadet Avaneesh Benki .

Cadet Benki intends to serve the
US Arny inintelligence and infantry. At
West Point he's studying applied statistics and
data science. At N skayuna Hi gh School
Cadet Benki ran track, played tennis, and was a
menber of the boxing team And it's inportant to
note that in his past year at Wst Point, he won
a national chanpionship | believe at the
119- wei ght neasure, and congratul ations to himon
t hat unbel i evabl e achi evenent, nati onal
achi evenent, chanpi onshi p.

" m proud to wel come Cadet Benki and
all our West Point cadets who truly represent and
are a big part of the best, the brightest, nost
cour ageous and conpassi onate fighting force for
good on earth, the nmen and wonen of the
United States arned forces.

Congratul ations to all our cadets
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and to Cadet Benki .

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you.

Senat or Thomas on the resol ution.

SENATCR THOVAS: Wl come to the
Capitol, West Point cadets.

It's so nice -- it's an honor for nme
to stand up here and introduce ny favorite
constituents fromDistrict 6, Mdses Geen and
Carly Wel fel.

Cadet Geen was born and raised in
Uni ondal e, New York, and attended hi gh schoo
overseas in China, becom ng fluent in Mandari n,
and then returned hone to attend West Point. He
maj ored in sociology and intends on joining the
air defense artillery.

Cadet Welfel is a Rockville Centre
native who i s passionate about giving back and
enjoying life. As a nechanical engineering
maj or, Carly proved herself a fierce conpetitor
as an engi neer for the Steel Bridge Conpetition
Team and i ntends on becoming a full-tinme bridge
engi neer or national park ranger.

Moses and Carly, you make
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Senate District 6 so proud. And | know there are
ot her Long Islanders anong you as well; we are so
proud of all of you.

And as you and your fellow graduates
enbark on your careers in the mlitary, know that
you have our utnobst respect and gratitude. Your
dedi cation, hard work and unwaveri ng comn t ment
to serving our country have brought you to this
i ncredi ble m | estone.

You are the best and brightest of
our nation's future | eaders, and | have no doubt
that you will continue to denonstrate the hi ghest
| evel s of integrity and excellence and w ||
continue to nake us so proud, |ike you already
are.

Once again, congratul ations. My
God bl ess you, and may God bl ess the
United States of Anmerica.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you.

Senat or Rhoads on the resol ution.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

M. President.
And | want to thank Senator Skoufis

for introducing this resolution; our
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Majority Leader for being our gracious host today
for our cadets and for our Korean War veterans.

And | can certainly understand why
Col onel Larkin felt as though this was his
favorite day every single year to be here in this
chanber .

As having the honor of being a
menber here in the Senate for just under four
nmonths, | can certainly tell you it is ny
favorite day. Because this is an opportunity for
us as New Yorkers and for us as Anericans to
count our bl essings.

Because fromthe battles of
Lexi ngt on and Concord before our nation was a
nation, to the hills of Afghanistan and far-off
pl aces around the world today, we have been
bl essed. W' ve been bl essed because every
generation has produced nmen and wonen of
exceptional courage and character who have worn
the uniformof this country and served in defense
of freedom both here at honme and across the
wor | d.

And today we have the opportunity to
wel come the next generation of those who are

willing to make that sacrifice. And | am honored
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to have one such individual fromthe 5th Senate
District; that is Cadet G egory Kies.

Cadet Kies actually conmes from
Plainview. And | have had the opportunity for
the last 10 years to be the youth mnister at
St. Pius Church in Plainview, serving the
Pl ai nvi ew- O d Bet hpage comunity. And al t hough
didn't have the opportunity to know G egory,
had a couple of kids in my programwho do know
Greg, and | was able to ask them about him

It is no surprise that he is here
today, no surprise that he nmade the decision to
commt hinself and conmt his life to service of
our country, as have all of these fine nmen and
wonen. Gregory actually, while he was in high
school at Plainviewdd Bethpage, actually
created the -- and founded the Supplies for
Soldiers initiative, which actually shipped
hundreds of pounds of supplies to soldiers that
were stationed overseas.

And he said, upon his graduation,
that "For as long as | can renenber |1've had a
dreamto serve our country, to give back, to nake
a difference in both this nation and abroad."

And when ny col | eagues have spoken
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about you, Gregory, and your colleagues being the
best and the brightest, that is certainly the
case. And we are grateful for your service and
for your sacrifice.

It was President Reagan, | believe,
who in his first inaugural address said "Those
who say today there are no heroes sinply don't
know where to look." And in this chanber today,
both here on the floor with our cadets, and with
our Korean War veterans, we are surrounded
gratefully by heroes.

| want to thank you, Gregory, and
wel comre you on behalf of the Senate to this
chanber. Thank you and your fellow cadets for
your service and sacrifice and for rem ndi ng us
and inspiring us what it is that we do here, why
it's inmportant, and allowing us to recommt
ourselves to providing a governnment that is
wort hy of that service and sacrifice.

Thank you for being here. God
bl ess.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you.

Senat or May on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
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M. President.

| want to start by wel com ng our
Korean War veterans. M father served in the
Navy in the Korean War, and | feel like | see his
face in sone of you up there. And | know how
i nportant your service and sacrifice has been, so
t hank you for gracing us with your presence
t oday.

And | also want to wel cone ny
constituent Has'Zhan Ginmes, who grew up in
Syracuse and i s nmaki ng Syracuse very proud. You
will graduate | think a nonth fromtoday, and
Has' Zhan has big plans for sone travel and R&R
before heading to Georgia to continue his service
to our country.

So we |l ook forward in Syracuse to
supporting you in your chosen career of service,
and we want you to know that we have your back
and we really are so proud of you.

And to Cadet Hoque, | just want to
say | think our country is the one that won the
lottery, with you being able to cone here and
serve us as well. So thank you as well for your
servi ce.

Thank you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you.

Senat or WAl czyk on the resol ution.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,

M. President.

| stand in support of this
resolution and to welconme all to what is a
wonder ful West Point Day. Lieutenant Ceneral
G lland, welcone. Wlcone to you and your
command team It's wonderful to have you in our
house t oday.

W sent you a North Country boy who
is very inportant to us and we're very proud of.
H's nanme, if he would rise, is Cadet Kennedy
Duncan. He grew up in Lowille, New York, just
in the shadow, just south of Fort Drum graduated
fromLowille Acadeny |last year. He was team
captain of both his varsity football and |acrosse
teans, an active nenber of his -- and today is
still an active menber of the Hudson Hellfire
LaCrosse C ub.

He's an econoni cs nmj or at
West Point, and he's | ooking to branch either
engi neer or infantry. And | want to make this

i mportant distinction: First choice, engineer,
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Essayons!

He wants to go to the Sapper Leader
Course, which | highly recomend, and serve
20 years in the United States Arny. And | can
tell you, froma few short mnutes with him this
young nman has a heart of service and will |ead
our soldiers and our Arny very well.

FM 6-22, and | know -- | apol ogi ze
to the cadets, but not everybody has studied
mlitary science or goes to the Acadeny. But
FM 6-22 is a | eadership field manual in the Arny.
It gives a quick definition that | encourage you
all to | ook at now and agai n because it's a great
definition for |leadership. 1It's the process of
i nfl uenci ng.

Leadership isn't a position that we
hold or a position that sonmebody is thrust into,
| eadership is a process. It's a process of
listening, a process of observing, a process of
gi ving purpose, and a process of notivating.

Anerica will send these West Point
cadets their sons and daughters, and we want to
t hank you for volunteering to | ead them to
foll owi ng that process.

Essayons! dinmb to Aory. And
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Excel sior. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you.

Senat or Wi k on the resolution.

SENATOR VEI K: Thank you,

M. President.

Today as we cel ebrate the
establishnment of the United States Mlitary
Acadeny of West Point and honor the cadets who
have stepped up to be future | eaders in our
mlitary, the United States MIlitary Acadeny at
West Point has played a significant role in
mai nt ai ni ng peace and freedom and we owe a debt
of gratitude to these young nmen and wonen.

| am proud to recogni ze and wel cone
two amazi ng cadets from West Point from ny
district: Cadet Matthew Stueber and Cadet Lucas
Villanti.

Cadet Stueber was inspired by his
grandf at her, a Vietnamveteran, to serve his
country. He currently majors in mechanical
engi neering, and after graduation he plans to
branch avi ati on and becone an AH 64 Apache pil ot
and potentially pursue a career in the

160t h SOAR.
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Cadet Villanti decided to attend
West Point to challenge hinself and serve his
country. He currently majors in applied
statistics and data science, and foll ow ng
graduati on hopes to conmmi ssion as an air defense
artillery officer, eventually pursuing a JD/ MBA
and nmoving to New York City.

To all our cadets, we thank you for
your efforts and your continued support to our
great nation. My God bless all of you, and may
God bl ess Aneri ca.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank

you.

Senat or Gounardes on the resol ution.

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you,
M. President.

You know, as I'msitting |listening
to all of ny coll eagues speak and we're here
bl essed with the presence of our Korean War
veterans and our cadets, | can't help but think
of ny grandfather who served this country in the
Marines during World War |11, and his brother who
served in the Navy, and his other brother who

served in the Arny.
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And | was shaped by their
experiences, and with a deep sense of purpose and
service, for which | rise here to thank not only
our Korean War veterans but our future | eaders of
America, our future nmen and wonen who are goi ng
to defend this country.

And, you know, | think about
West Point, and growing up, | was a Boy Scout --
still ama Boy Scout. And we used to go canping
every year, nmany tinmes, frequently right across
the river fromWst Point. Literally we'd set
our tents up right across the river. And there
is no sight nore beautiful than to wake up in the
nor ni ng and see the canpus of West Point energing
froman early norning fog.

And every time | | ooked at that
school, and every time | can close ny eyes and
picture it, | think of |eadership, | think of
excel lence, | think of service. And it's those
values that | rise to conmend a cadet from ny
district, Cadet Xingyu Chen, who grew up in
Bay Ridge. And as sonmeone who used to represent
Fort Hamlton Arny Garrison, the only active
mlitary installation in New York GCty, | rise

with inmense pride to recogni ze and honor
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Cadet Chen.

You know, West Point has a storied
hi story, and Cadet Chen is following in the
foot steps of so many servicenen and -wonen who
came before him And he enlisted right out of
hi gh school. He graduated what is indisputably
t he best high school in the United States of
America, Fort Ham lton H gh School, a high schoo
that 1'mproud to call ny own alna mater.

And, you know, he enlisted and
served for three years. And what | think is a
true neasure of soneone's abilities and their
potential is not when you recogni ze sonething in
yoursel f, but when others recogni ze sonmething in
you. And Cadet Chen was | think fortunate in
that his superiors saw sonething in himand
hel ped himto apply for the mlitary acadeny to
pursue his future career in service of his
country.

You know, the West Point notto dates
back to the start when Thomas Jefferson was our
president: Duty, honor and country. And |
bel i eve that Cadet Chen enbodies that. And I'm
proud to recognize himon this floor today. And

| know that he will make not just his famly
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proud, not just his comunity proud, but the
entire city and State of New York proud. And we
t hank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Gounardes.

Senat or Manni on.

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thank you,

M. President. Thank you for allowing ne to rise
agai n.

As | spoke of ny grandfather's
service to the United States Arny, | also was a
public school teacher for a long period of tine
and had students who certainly went into mlitary
service and into the academ es and specifically
the US. Mlitary Acadeny at Wst Point.

Il will rise nowto acknow edge a
continuation of that great tradition in the
50th Senate District and in Central New York as |
acknowl edge Cadet Abby Brancat o.

We thank you, Cadet Brancato, for
your service, your service to our country, your
service to the mlitary, and your service beyond.
Central New York has a great tradition of
def endi ng our country and al so supporting our

veterans, and |I'mproud to be able to acknow edge
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you today, thank you for your service. And I
know t hat your service, as ny forner students
did, will go well beyond the service to our
military.

So thank you. | comend you. Al
t he best on your pursuit of a major in
engi neeri ng managenent. And thank you for having
nme here today -- for you com ng today.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you.

Senat or Ashby on the resol ution.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,
M. President.

It's a privilege to speak on this
resolution. And I'd be remiss if | didn't
wel come Major Mke Breslin into the chanber.
It's a privilege to do that. M ke, Mjor
Breslin, not only a West Point grad, but also a
pl at oon | eader in Vietnam

And when thinki ng and heari ng about
the potential and the background of all of these
cadets, it's unbelievable to think that they're
all in one place. It's unbelievable that they're

all in New York State, and they're all in
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West Poi nt .

And to think just over the last few
years what we've gone through. Before that,
twenty-plus years of war. And | want to thank
the Mnority Leader for his remarks. And when he
was tal king about this inage of the veteran and
how it contrasts with our West Point cadets,
couldn't help but think of nearly every single
NCO that | served with and how, in ny mnd, they
are the real backbone of the service.

But one of the things that is in
contrast -- and | think people often wonder
about -- is when cadets go through the experience
at West Point and they cone out, they nay seem
green in the service. They have gotten a suprene
education, one that really cannot be matched, and
they carry with themthat education but also the
hum ity of good | eaders. The humlity to listen
to their NCOs, to those who have served and
supported them and gui ded them t hrough their
| eader shi p process.

And to ne as a veteran, as a former
junior officer, that holds a special place. And
| know that your desire to continue to serve wll

triunph over whatever doubt you encounter,
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what ever hardshi p you encounter throughout your
time in service and beyond.

| want to thank you very, very nuch
for being here, for your servant's heart, and CGod
bl ess you.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you.

Senat or Hel m ng on the resol ution.

SENATOR HELM NG M. President, |
rise in support of this resolution and to wel cone
the | eaders and the cadets of the United States
Mlitary Acadeny. Wl cone to the Senate chanber.

I'd like to take a noment to
remenber our dear friend, our forner coll eague,
veteran and proud Anmerican, Senator Col onel Bil
Larkin. Colonel Larkin would be thrilled,
absolutely thrilled to see this body continui ng
his initiative of celebrating Wst Point Day.

I'd like to thank Senator Skoufis
for continuing Colonel Larkin's |ong-standing
tradition. Thank you, Senator.

Li eutenant General, to you and to
your | eadership team |I'd first like to thank you

for your mlitary service. Thank you. And for
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your trenmendous commtnent to educating,
inspiring, and preparing our next generation of

| eaders, | offer you ny personal gratitude as a
New York State Senator and, as | nentioned to you
earlier today, as the proud, very, very proud

not her-in-law of a 2011 graduate, Captain Charles
Saut er .

To the cadets who are here today,
it's ny sincere privilege to pay tribute to you
and to all your fellow classmates back at
West Point. | conmend you for your commitnent
and your dedication to duty, honor and country.
Thank you for your service.

There's sonething -- as you al ready
know, there's sonething so uniquely special about
the canpus. And | hope in your very busy
schedul es you can take sone tine to just
appreci ate the beauty of the canmpus and the
hi storical significance. And | certainly hope
that you all have an opportunity to visit those
12 amazing granite benches, each etched with a
word representing a key | eadership virtue:
Conpassi on, courage, dedication, determ nation,
dignity, discipline, integrity, loyalty,

per severance, responsibility, service and trust.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2651

These benches serve as an inportant
rem nder of the qualities that are going to | ead
you to victory and success, not only on the
battl efield but throughout life.

| wanted to nmention Cadet MKenzie
Schaertl, Cass of 2024. She's fromny
Senate district in the Finger Lakes region. Her
not her, Donna, who's a nenber of ny district
office team is here today to help us celebrate
all of our cadets.

Li ke many of you, MKenzie is
following in the footsteps of fam |y nmenbers,

i ncluding her father, Retired Major Eric
Schaertl, Cass of '82, Uncles Mke -- O ass of
'79 -- and Arny Brigadier General Jed, Cass of
'91. McKenzie's sister Savannah and her husband
are currently stationed in Italy.

|"mgrateful to the Schaertl famly
and to each and every one of you, and your
famlies, for your service and your sacrifice.
It's an honor to be able to share this nonment
with all of you. You are this nation's next
G eatest Ceneration, the newest nenbers of the
Long Gray Line. You should be proud. W're all

extrenely proud of you.
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And | hope wherever you go from
here, you can carry with you this nonent -- the
pride, the patriotism and the appreciation that
is flowng through all of us in this chanber
t oday.

May God bl ess all of you. WMy God
bless this great nation that we're privileged to
live in. And Go, Arny!

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you.

Senator Conrie on the resolution.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to acknow edge first our
Korean War veterans who are here today. | want
to thank the | eader and everyone that was able to
create this opportunity to honor themfor the
first tinme. Thank you very nuch to them

| want to rise also to pay tribute
to our yearly tradition of having West Point
cadets here. | know Senator Larkin is |ooking
down smling on all of us for keeping this

positive tradition and this inportant tradition

goi ng.
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| don't have a cadet; | would claim
Arbin, since he went to York College for a
m nute, but that's not fair, since he's -- he
was -- Queens Village was in ny district, but I
lost it to redistricting, and now he's being
taken care of by Senator Stavisky, and he's in
good hands.

| just wanted to acknow edge that,
you know, these cadets today that are here,
they' re serving by choice. They have chosen to
be in the service and to do the things necessary
to defend us as citizens, defend us as Americans.
And they are taking on the nodel that this wll
defend, a nodel citing the Arny's conmtnent to
protect denocracy stateside here in the
United States and ensure that we continue to have
a system of governnment by the people and for the
people. | am honored that you have conmtted
your sel ves and taken on this proud tradition to
serve our country. Thank you very much

It's inportant that we continue to
encour age peopl e because it nowis a
vol unteer-service mlitary, to make sure that we
continue to give themthe best tools and the best

resources so that they can be | eaders in our
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country, that they can be qualified to be
president, that they can be qualified to | ead
peopl e and to nake sure that our country can

def end whatever we need to nmake sure that we can
continue to stay strong as the United States of
Aneri ca.

You are joining a great team and a
great history. | know that as you are preparing
to nmeet the needs of a nodern American Arny, |
hope that the work of everyone that you encounter
will continue to inmbue in you the things that you
need so that you'll be ready to serve our country
if we ever get to that opportunity. Hopefully we
don't.

| also want to thank all of the
service nenbers that have ever served in our
country in a mlitary capacity. And |I'm honored
that my legislative director, Matthew Garcia, is
now serving in the US Arnmy MIlitary Police
Reserves in the position of |ieutenant.

So I'd hope that we can al
encourage all of our young people -- as
Senator Ortt has said, it's the young peopl e that
are fighting our battles. W need to nake sure

that we pave the way for them by giving thema
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positive country that they want to fight for.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you.

Senator Breslin on the resolution.

SENATOR BRESLI N: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise first to salute all of the
Korean veterans who are here, and their famlies,
for the service you provided to us. Lieutenant
CGeneral Glland and the other Arny officers,
salute you as well.

And when we tal k about this day,
it's a day that everyone in this body | ooks
forward to. For sone of us, like nmyself, | live
through it vicariously. For others, we | ook
around at the problens that we're forced to face
each day and we worry about what |ies ahead for
our country. But when we see the cadets and we
see their backgrounds and we see what they've
done, we know that we don't have as nuch to worry
about, and we're going to be in good hands.
That's why we smle today as we | ook at you, the
cadets.

And as | also | ook around, | see ny
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ol der brother. And coming froma very
conpetitive, large Irish fam |y who conpeted
agai nst each other, | never wanted to see him
conpl i ment ed.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BRESLI N: So -- but through
the years, through the years |'ve said there
shoul d be one day where | reach out and hug him
at least figuratively.

And so to my brother M chael, who
was West Point Cass of '61, who went there to
pl ay football and ended up playing varsity
basket bal | and baseball. And then, from
West Point, went to Junp School, Ranger School,
Jungl e Warfare School, Air Transportation School,
Junp Master School, becane a conpany conmander
with the 82nd Airborne in Vietnamand rose to the
| evel of major in Vietnam then cane back and
t aught counterinsurgency at the College of the
Americas to South Anmerican officers in Spanish.

Al this tinme | was leisurely
enj oyi ng nmyself, going to college and having a
good time.

So there is a -- thereis a

difference. And there's a difference for you,
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our future | eaders, and what you are |earning and
what you will do. And as nuch as |'ve said about
my brother, he's still nmy idol. He's still ny
friend. And we spent many years as |aw partners.
He was the conpany -- excuse nme, he was the
County Executive for Al bany County for 15 years
before his retirement. And | said there was
not hi ng better than Arny training to allow you to
be a politician. And | think that there's a |ot
of truth in that.

But | salute -- this is the happiest
day we have. And |I'mdone with you, M chael, so
you can relax, standing over there. And this is
the day we | ook forward to.

So again, | salute each and every
veteran, and thank you for what you do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you.

Senat or Har ckham on the resol ution.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, M. President.

First, 1'd like to thank
Senator Skoufis for this resolution. It's a
really inmportant one, and | thank you.

| want to thank the Majority Leader
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for hosting not one but two events today. And

we're in a chanber filled with heroes and future

her oes.

And to our Korean War veterans,
we' |l | address you and give you praise during the
next resolution -- but for now, thank you for

com ng, and wel come, and thank you for your
servi ce.

As a son of a Wrld VWar Il conbat
veteran and the grandson of a World War | conbat
veteran, West Point was really very formative in
my upbringing. | grew up about 20 m nutes away
from West Point, and we spent countless hours on
the canpus -- a lot of it, admttedly, was
tailgating for football ganes, but so much nore
in the nuseum countless hours in the nmuseum -- |
never got tired of the museum -- watching the
par ade of cadets, wal ki ng around t he canpus, the
nonunents, the nenorial s.

| f people want to know about
Ameri can history, they should just spend an
afternoon at the West Poi nt canpus.

So a lot of really poignant things
have been said by ny colleagues. | just want to

say that we're grateful that you chose to go to
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West Point. Wth your credentials, you could
have gone to any school in the nation, and you
chose to serve our country in the United States
Arny.

And with the history of Wst Point
and the Arny, you stand on the shoul ders of
giants. And they were just ordinary people who
di d extraordi nary things when history called upon
themto. And one day history nmay call upon you
to do extraordinary things. But you have the
best | eadership, the best education, and the best
trai ni ng.

And | just want you to know t hat
we're all so proud of you. We wish you all the
best. God bl ess you. Thank you.

Thank you, M. President. | vote
aye.

And | did forget: \Watever the
endeavor, football or cornhole, beat Navy!

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Harckham

Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick on the
resol ution.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
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Thank you, M. President.

| want to welcone all the cadets --
wel cone, Lieutenant Colonel -- and thank the
sponsor for today's resolution.

| too am a granddaughter of a
Wrld War | vet who served in the Arny as a
private. M father is a graduate of another
acadeny, the Coast Guard Acadeny, and is a Korean
War vet. So to all the Korean War vets, |
wel comre you as well and thank you.

It's such an honor to recogni ze our
veterans. To give service to your country and to
your fellow Anericans is the highest service that
anybody can gi ve.

As the nmom of kids that are roughly
your age, | do applaud you as well for your focus
and commtnent to country and duty at such a
young age. You are the future of our country,
and | thank you for the commtnent that you' ve
made. Although they're not here today, I'd |ike
to recogni ze two cadets frommny district: John
Devi no, who |'ve watched grow up across the
street fromne -- he's a nenber of your |acrosse
team -- and Jake Curran, who happens to be the

son of Assenblyman Brian Curran, both from ny
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district, are at West Point.

So | just wanted to acknow edge them
and thank all of you for your service. God bless
you and keep you safe.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| just wanted to echo the sentinents
of Senator Conrie. | want a cadet one day,
right? 1've been tal king about this resolution

for quite sone tine, and we have the Bronx and

Mount Vernon, it's two counties. |If you all can
get me a cadet one day, | just -- but it's not
about ne, it's about selflessness. [It's about

the drive that you have that, you know, by
choi ce, you decided to do sonething.

So | just wanted to talk to you all
for a mnute and just direct my conments directly
to the cadets.

In life there are often ages for
certain things that we have to -- that are
mandated, right? Eighteen to vote or play lotto,

21 to drink if you so choose. But one of the
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things that there is no age for, there is no
requi renent for, is |eadership. You were |eaders
before you enrolled in Wst Point. You're

| eaders now. And you will always be | eaders.

Now, the capacity of your |eadership
will change. | was speaking to Cadet G een
earlier, and he nentioned the word "try." And he
qui ckly corrected hinsel f, because "try" is not
in your vocabulary. It is "do." It is not what
you want, it is when you're going to get it.

It's just about a matter of how you will go about
doi ng that.

So not if you're successful, when
you' re successful, | only ask that you do one
thing. And | know Anerica asks you to do a |ot.
But Senator Bailey is only going to ask you to do
one thing. Wen you're successful, when you are
| i eut enant general, when you are the president,
when you are a hi gh-ranking individual -- when
you are. Not if, when -- that you go back to
t hose col l eges, to those high schools, those
el enentary schools, those mddle schools that you
come from Because they see you as heroes right
now. | nmagine how they're going to | ook at you

when you have those ot her ranks.
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So when you have the time -- and |
know it's a | aborious reginmen that you have.
|"ve often told -- you know, and | thank all ny
col | eagues who have served. | couldn't have done
it. | would have -- after the first five
pushups, | would have said "I'mcool, |I'mgood."

For those of us who didn't want to
serve, and benefit fromyour service, I knowit's
a lot to ask of you, but | just want to nake sure
that you go back to those conmmunities that you
come from Because each of you can inspire five
nore of you. And in this volunteer mlitary
services that we have, we're going to continue to
need young people |ike you to replenish the fuel
for America.

|"mjust eternally grateful that
you' ve chosen the line of work that you've
chosen. But it doesn't end here.

And to our current enrolled and
hi gh-ranking mlitary officials, | just thank
you. "Thank you" may ring hollow. As we have
often spoken on this floor, veterans are nore
than just people we say thank you to on Veterans

Day and Menorial Day and give you a discount on

sonme food and that's cool and that's it. R ght?
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Thi s chanber, under the | eadership
of Andrea Stewart-Cousins, has never forgotten
its commtment to you. It's not a partisan thing
either. Qur colleagues on the other side of the
aisle, they stand firmin their conmtnent to
you, as do we.

| want to thank the Korean War
veterans. You are not forgotten. | just want to
make sure that you know t hat unequivocally.
You're not forgotten. We will never forget you.
You put your life on the Iine when others, again,
chose not to. So | just want to thank you for
all the work that you' ve done in furtherance of
that. And continue to wal k proudly, know ng the
work that you've done for people like nme. |
appreciate you all.

And as | close, I'Il just -- | would
just end with this. Gowng up, all | knew about

West Point was that it was |like that they played

football. | didn't know it was the finest
mlitary school that we had. | didn't know the
quality of cadets that cane fromit. Al | knew

is that I watched Channel 2 and | saw Arny versus
Navy. And | don't want to get in trouble --

because sonetines, you know, you can't interject

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2665

yourself in these generational, you know,
conversations -- but you all know who I was
rooting for.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Kennedy on the resol ution.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| just want to stand with great
pride on this incredible day and thank, first and
forenost, all of the |eaders of the mlitary that
wi |l have joined us here today, the Lieutenant
General and the administrators of West Point to
the West Point cadets, and to our extraordinary
Korean War veterans and their famlies.

| want to recogni ze our | eader,
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for continuing this
amazing tradition here that |I've had the true
honor to be a part of for over a decade now.

To Senator Skoufis, for bringing
this resolution to the floor, and his el oquent
words. To Senator Scarcell a-Spanton, who's the
chair of our Veterans Affairs Conmittee -- and
the wife of a mlitary man who's done two tours

in Afghanistan -- who is |eading our committee
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and helping with this day.

And to our veterans who are nenbers
of this body, | want to recogni ze and t hank them
as well, as | often do on this floor:

Senat or Sanders, Senator Ott, Senator Ashby,
Senat or WAl czyk and Senat or Stec.

| want to say thank you. Thank you
all for your service, for your sacrifice. You
are heroes anong us. Sinply putting that uniform
on nakes you a hero to our country.

Those t hat have served and
sacrificed so much in wars that have established
this country will tell you the real heroes were
those that paid the ultimte sacrifice. And
they're right. But in ny eyes, in the eyes of
many of our countrynmen and -wonen, you're al
heroes. Because you allowus to live in this
country, the greatest country in the history of
the world. You and your sacrifice, that -- just
putting that mlitary uniformon allows us to
deliberate in peace, allows us in this chanber to
debate policy, ideology, philosophy, but to do so
in a denocratic way. It is only because of you
and your sacrifice that we're allowed to do this.

And so | thank you, as the grandson
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of a Wrld War Il veteran, as the son of an

Arny veteran, as the husband of a Daughter of the
American Revolution. | amtruly honored to be
here sinply in your presence and | ook forward to
t he continued cel ebration of each and every one
of you that have allowed us to live in this

extraordinary country, the United States of

Aneri ca.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: To our
guests visiting us fromWst Point, | welcone you

on behalf of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease stand and be recogni zed.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on April 10th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President, |
know our cadets and the West Point | eadership
need to make their way over to the Assenbly
chanber, where they're awaiting the honor that's
going to be bestowed on themin that chanber.

So we will let themtake their |eave

of us and rem nd everyone that we are having a

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2668

reception in their honor, as well as for our

Korean War veterans, at 1:00 p.m -- naybe a

little bit later than that, when they're done
with the Assenbly -- in Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There
will be a reception in honor of our guests the
Korean War veterans, and al so our guests from
West Point Day, in the Majority Conference Room
Room 332, at or around 1:00 p. m

The resolution is open for
cosponsor shi p.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up previously adopted Resolution 750, by
Senat or Scarcel |l a-Spanton, read its title, and
recogni ze Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
750, by Senator Scarcell a-Spanton, cel ebrating
t he courage and bravery of New York State's
Korean War Veterans, and recogni zing the nmen and
wonen who served with dignity and honor during
this historic tinme period, at the Senate's

| naugur al Korean War Veteran Cel ebration on
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April 26, 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Maj ority
Leader Stewart-Cousins on the resolution.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so much, M. President.

And again, we are just so honored to
have this wonderful cel ebration of service
enbodi ed by not only our cadets but our Korean
War vet erans.

You know, when | think about this
day and why we got here, it's quite amazing that
the two happened at the sane tinme. Again, as |
said, this was born of an idea fromthe veterans
in Westchester County, Senator Mayer, who brought
veterans to nme who said "Wat about -- what about
t he Korean War veterans?" She had heard from her
Kor ean War veterans.

And the idea that there had never
been a cel ebration was really surprising to ne.
And so | prom sed then and there that we would
cel ebrate Korean War veterans for the first tine
in this chanber.

And Senat or Scarcel | a- Spant on, who
is the chair of the conmttee, put it together.

And we sent out the invitations far and w de,
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because there are at |east 25,000 Korean War
veterans right here in New York State.

Suddenly we had a date. And we
| ater found, due to circunstances with
West Point, that they had to cone on this day.
And as you have heard, it has been a cel ebration
that we've had here for over 70 years. And so |
said, How do we do this? WII| the Korean War
veterans feel upset because it's not, quote,
unquote, their day? Wuld the cadets feel upset
because this has al ways been a cel ebration
t hey' ve had here?

But because at the heart of all of
what you represent is service, | bet that this
woul d not be a problemat all. | bet that
West Point woul d be happy to honor the service of
our Korean War veterans, and | knew that our
Korean War veterans woul d be happy to cel ebrate
t he next generation of | eadership.

| al so know that our Korean War
veterans are patient. World War | was the "War
to End All Vars,"” what was to end all wars. W
know that didn't happen, because there was
Wrld War Il -- and Vietnam and we nane
ad infinitum But right after World War |1 was
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t he Korean War.

But as Randy Jorgensen from our
district -- again, one of the leaders in this --
sai d when he addressed the Korean War veterans
down in The Well, it was never even called a war.
It was a police action, it was a conflict, but
never really a war.

And while -- again, | always say,
you know, with World War 11, when ny dad, who
served in the Arny -- he was in a segregated
Arny -- came back, and he didn't really
experience the benefits of the G bill because
Bl ack soldiers couldn't get those benefits. And
my brother was in Vietnam and we all know that
Vi etnam veterans -- unfortunately, wit large --
were largely just really abased when they cane
back because the war was unpopul ar.

But here you are, not even
recogni zed as a war but yet at the bidding of a
nati on who you so dearly |oved, you showed up and
you fought for the ideals of Anerica to fight
back the forces of comunismin Korea. W sent
you there, there was an armi stice, you came back
and you felt largely forgotten.

And so we say to you, this is the
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first day of being honored here for your service,
for the sacrifice, for the sacrifice of your
famlies, on behalf of all of us. And know that
this chanber, and |I'msure the other chanber as
well, will honor Korean War veterans as we do
every other veterans group with your own day from
this year forward.

The other thing that Randy said was
that the thing that he renmenbered nost about
Korea was it was just so cold. | hope that the
warmt h of this chanmber will replace the nmenories
of the coldness. Because what we have here for
you is nothing but |ove and gratitude for your
service, now and forever.

Thank you. Thank you for your
pati ence. Thank you for sharing your lives with
us. Thank you for protecting us and giving us
exanpl es.

Thank you so much, M. President.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Madam Leader.

Senat or Scar cel | a- Spanton on the
resol ution.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2673

you, M. President.

And first and forenost | wanted to
t hank our amazing Majority Leader for hel ping ne
put this event together, along with
Senat or Mayer.

It was such a beautiful day, and it
was an honor to wel come our Korean War veterans
to the chanber. And I'"'mso glad to see you al
sitting up there today. And | think it's
actually a really beautiful tribute that we had
our West Point cadets here with our Korean War
veterans. |It's seeing the future, and they have
amazi ng | essons that they can learn fromyou
every single day.

This year marks the 70th anni versary
of the Korean Arm stice agreenent that ended the
fight in Korea. | want to extend ny deepest
gratitude to the Korean War veterans who are here
today. Thank you for your service and sacrifice
during the Korean War. Your bravery and
dedi cation to our nation will never be forgotten.

Every single person here -- and so
many of those who could not be here, or are no
| onger with us -- are heroes who put their lives

on the line to defend our freedons and protect
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our nation. And we owe you a debt of gratitude
t hat can never be fully repaid.

Qur Korean War veterans fought
valiantly in one of the nost intense and brutal
wars in our country's history, and they deserve
our utnost respect and admiration. As we honor
our Korean War veterans today, |et us never
forget the sacrifices made and the chal | enges
they faced. And let that nenory guide the work
that we do to fight for themlike they fought for
us.

And | just wanted to say that as the
wi fe of soneone who served two tours in
Af ghani st an, seeing the respect that we have as a
country for our veterans today is a tribute to
veterans |ike the Korean War veterans, our
Vi et nam vet erans, who didn't receive that sane
treatment that our veterans do here and now.

So we appreciate you. W thank you.
And this is a small token of appreciation for al
t hat you' ve done.

And |'m proud to vote aye, of
course. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
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you.
Senator Ortt on the resolution.
SENATOR ORTT: Thank you,
M. President.
Again, |I'd like to thank
Senat or Stewart-Cousins as well as the sponsor
for carrying this resolution.
Somet hi ng Senator Stewart - Cousins
said that | think is very true is that the

Korean War has been viewed as a forgotten war,

sandwi ched between World War |1, where we
literally -- the stake in the fate of the world
hung in the balance -- and Vietnam a war that

divided this country in ways that up to that tine
had not been seen and that took the lives of
58, 000 Areri cans.

This war, whether it was a conflict
officially or an international police action, it
was a war that took the lives of nearly 37,000
Aner i cans.

And it's interesting, because
Wrld War Il was a total victory for the Allies.
Today we | ook at Europe and there are not too
many remmants, if any, politically or otherw se,

of that conflict. In Vietnam there are no U. S.
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troops there, and Vietnamtoday is a peaceful
country.

And yet Korea is still divided. And
North Korea is one of the nbst repressive regi nes
inthe entire world. And there are still U S
troops stationed in Korea very much in harm s way
at the Demlitarized Zone today. And we still
worry about North Korean actions today.

So it shouldn't be forgotten. But
nore inportantly, the sacrifice of our veterans
who fought there should not be forgotten.

| had the privilege to take several
groups of veterans to Washington, D.C. on a
Heroes Flight, very simlar to the Honor Flights
that go on, and we would take World War 11
veterans to see the World War || nonunent that
had been built in their honor, but many, many
years after many of themwere able to see it.

And |'m sure nmany people in this
chanber have been able, hopefully, to be a part
of that, because it's an unbelievable -- it's an
unbel i evabl e experience to go down there and see
t hese nenorials with people who served in those
conflicts.

And so the World War || nonunent
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sort of was the inpetus for a |lot of these
flights. And we al so brought sone Vietnam
veterans down. They woul d often go as
chaperones, and they would -- we would go to the
Wall and they would lay a weath, and it was a
very novi ng noment.

But we would also go to the
Korean War Menorial, because we al ways had sone
Korean War veterans. And it was a haunting
menorial. The Korean War Menorial does not get a
ot of -- as nmuch attention as some of the other
nmonunments down there. But it's a very haunting
nmenorial, those statues of our soldiers on
pat r ol

And as the years went on, there were
|l ess and less Wrld War Il veterans, as we would
al | appreciate and understand, and increasingly
t he veterans were Korean War veterans. And so
they are -- they are the el der statesnen, the
el der class of veterans today in Anerica,
i ncreasingly, as there are Korean War veterans.

And we shoul d endeavor to nake sure
that they are not forgotten, that their service
and their sacrifice is not forgotten, but also

that the reason they fought and the | egacy of
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that conflict certainly shouldn't be forgotten

| est we find American servicenen and -wonen back
in Korea sonetinme in the future, which would be a
real shane.

So to be forgotten is something that
no veteran should ever have to worry about. And
| applaud all of ny nmenbers and col | eagues in
this chanber today for bringing this resolution
to the floor and for ensuring that our Korean War
veterans here in New York State know that you
i ndeed are not forgotten and in fact quite the
opposite, that you're very nmuch appreciated for
the sacrifice and service to Anerica.

So M. President, thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Ott.

Senat or Har ckham on the resol ution.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, M. President.

First | want to thank our
Maj ority Leader and Senator Scarcel |l a- Spant on,
Senat or Mayer, for putting this date together for
this event.

I"d like to acknowl edge a few

veterans fromny district who are here today and
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t hen share a personal observation. 1'd like to
wel comre Donald King, Lu Caldara, Dimtri Sw ck,
Al'lan Fertik, and Al Col bran, all Korean War
vet erans.

| also want to thank James Mecca
from Yorkt own, who's a Vietnamveteran but al so
bel ongs to a group down in Yonkers who was
instrumental in working with Senator Mayer and
Senat or Stewart - Cousins.

| want to thank you. W want to
wel come you. And as others have said, we honor
you for your service and we thank you, and your
service is not forgotten on any of us.

And t he personal observation
wanted to share is that, you know, sonetines at
the end of a conflict, as Senator Ott mentioned,

what have we acconplished? Wat have we done?

And ny connection to this, other than -- you
know, ny father, | have spoken about on this
floor, was a conbat veteran in Wrld War Il and
then, |ike many of that generation, was called

back to the Korean War and trained soldiers. For
all I know, he may have trai ned one of you. You
know, there's that connection by generation.

But what | want to mention is that
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my partner in life, Jin-Hee, is Korean. And she
was born shortly after the Korean War. And Korea
was destitute, there was famne. And it was the
United States mlitary that fed them and cl ot hed

t hem and hel ped stabilize that country and build

it back.

And today South Korea is a vibrant
denocracy. |It's our strongest ally in that part
of the world. [It's an incredible econony and a

robust political system And that's what you
acconplished. You know, it wasn't just -- you
were not just pawns in this larger Cold War. You
hel ped save and stabilize and build a country for
peopl e who greatly appreciate it.

And so today, the way we conplain
and bi cker about politics in the United States,
she is always ranting and raving to ne about
politics in Korea. And that is a |uxury problem
That' s because they have a vi brant denocracy that
all of you saved. And for that you should be
very proud, and we are very grateful.

Thank you. | vote aye.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank

you, Senator Harckham
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Senat or Hel m ng on the resol ution.
SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
M. President.

| rise in support of this resolution
recogni zing the service and sacrifice of our
Korean War veterans.

I"d like to thank Senat or
St ewart - Cousi ns, Senator Scarcell a-Spanton, and
Senat or Mayer for organizing this opportunity.

As you heard Senator Ott say, the
Korean War was sandwi ched between World War |1
and the Vietnam War. 1've heard so nany peopl e
frequently refer to it as the "forgotten war,"
and those who have served referred to as the
"silent generation of the forgotten war."

There are a nunber of reasons for
this. For many of our veterans, the nenories are
just too painful. They' ve been | ocked away and
not shared. And for other veterans, there really
wasn't a reason to tal k about the war. As you've
al ready heard, the general public just wasn't
interested. Sonme didn't even acknow edge it as a
war .

But today |I'm proud to support this

chanber's efforts to right this wong, to correct
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the inaction, to thank the 37,000 killed in
action, the nore than 8,000 still mssing in
action, and all those who returned hone for their
courage, their service, and their sacrifice.

My father was a Korean War veteran.
He left high school, he quit when he was 17 years
ol d, sonmehow he convi nced ny grandnot her to sign
t he paperwork, and he joined the Air Force. He
was sent fromhis home and his famly in
Youngst own, GChio, to Sanpson Air Force Base --
whi ch, for those of you who don't know, is
| ocated in Seneca County, which up until January
was a part of my Senate district.

Now, ny father never tal ked about
his mlitary experience, never. You know how I
found out about it? One day before he passed,
this is going -- just before | becane Senator, we
were driving by Sanpson, we were on a w ne tour,
and ny father said to all of us in the car, ny
not her, ny husband, and nyself, he said "I was
stationed there.” Even ny nother said, "What are
you tal ki ng about ?"

And he explained to us that that is
where he did his basic training. | asked him

Dad, do you want to go in, do you want to check
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it out? And his response was sonmething simlar
to what Senator Stewart-Cousins said earlier. W
father said "No, it's the col dest place on
earth.” And that was about it. That was all

ever really knew,

One of the things that I'mreally
proud of, sonmething that this chanber and
everybody in here played a part in, is that
Sanpson is one of the nost significant mlitary
sites in our state. During Wrld War Il it was a
naval training station, and later it was
rededi cated as a Korean War Air Force basic
training station. And through actions of this
body and the State of New York, Sanpson is now
the first New York State Veterans Cenetery. So
|"mvery proud of this body naking that a
possibility.

But even nore so today, why | rise
is I"mvery proud of the service, the sacrifice
and the courage of all our Korean veterans, and |
want to thank you all.

God bl ess all of you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Hel m ng.

Senat or Ashby on the resol ution.
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SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank Chairwonman
Scarcel | a- Spant on, Senator Stewart-Cousins, our
| eader, Leader Ott, and all of the veterans in
this body and the Korean War veterans who are
here today.

|"mespecially proud to be joined by
Chuck G adi and Chapl ai n Paul O Keefe, who
continue to give back. And | think it's
somet hing that we continue to hear when we talk
about veterans, is that their sacrifice
inspires -- inspires their famlies, inspires
t hose who didn't serve, inspires those who decide
to serve. And they continue to give back in ways
t hat are i mreasurabl e.

And it was a great norning, for
t hose of you who were there this nmorning in
The Well to be able to visit with our Korean War
vet erans, because you got to hear sone very
interesting stories. And | know we al ways talk
about -- you hear about the cold, howcold it was
in Korea. But you got to hear stories of Marines
and soldiers who were actually in the Punch Bow ,

who were on Pork Chop HilI.
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And t hese experiences | think are so
befitting for today to be shared with the cadets
at West Point. And | truly hope that they have
the opportunity to hear them Although it is an
unbel i evabl e educational institution, | think
that there's sone | essons to be | earned by those
who served in Korea and were at those pl aces.

And | think it's inmportant for us in
this body to hear themas well. Because although
we put forward | egislation and we cel ebrate and
commenorate service, it is ny aim-- and | know
it is the aimof many in this body -- to make
sure that it is evidenced in our policy and in
our | aws.

And | ast year we did an amazing
thing, we elevated the Division of Veterans
Services to a state agency, which will give us
the opportunity to better serve our veterans and
our famlies. And | think it's inmportant for us
to us to renenber our Korean War veterans here
t oday and nake sure they're not forgotten, and
make sure that the opportunity we have to put
nmeat on the bones of this agency for our veterans
and for their famlies -- let their service be an

aspiration to us to continue to legislate for
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them and for our future veterans, for the cadets
t hat were here.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Ashby.

Senat or Sepul veda on the resol ution.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you,
M. President, for allowing nme to speak on this
resol ution.

| want to thank ny | eader and the
Mnority Leader for their kind words,
Senat or Spanton and Senat or Mayer for, one, doing
the resolution and organi zing today' s event.

My famly has a |long history of
i ndividuals that served in the mlitary. | have
an uncle, a great-uncle, who lied on his birth
certificate and served in Wrld War | and lied
again on his birth certificate and served in
Vorld War I1.

| have two uncles that were veterans
of Vi et nam

My comruni cati ons director,
Rusking Pinmentel, is a veteran of Iraq and
currently active duty in the National Guard.

The Korean War, the veterans and the
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treatment they received when they initially cane
back I think is a sad day in the history of this
country and it's only now, currently, where
they're receiving their just due and recognition
for the difficult situations that they
encountered in tough terrain and a cold place.

But | wanted to tell a story that |
told Senator Spanton about how special the Korean
War veterans are to those of us of Puerto Rican
descent .

In the Korean War there was a
regi ment called the Borinqueneers. They were
part of the 65th Infantry. This infantry is
revered on the island of Puerto Rico for their
bravery. But |ike many sol diers of color, they
didn't receive their just due, they suffered the
indignities of discrimnation. And it wasn't
until 2014 when President Obana issued a Medal of
Honor on behalf of the 65th Infantry, that they
received the recognition that they should have
recei ved decades ago.

So | encourage all of the veterans
fromthe Korean War to cone to Puerto Rico and
you'l | get a special wel cone, because we | ove

them You know, we had 61, 000 Puerto R cans from
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the island who served in the Korean War. And
t here were about 3500 casualties and over
800 deat hs.

So the soldiers of nmy ancestors, the
people that | cane from served this country
proudly. The soldiers of Puerto Rico served in
the Korean War with valor. And to ne, it's an
honor to be able to speak today on this
resol ution recognizing the efforts of the
Bori nqueneers, 65th Infantry, and all of the
Korean War veterans that are here today.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Sepul veda.

Senat or Hi nchey on the resol ution.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,

M. President.

"1l start with West Point Day is
always a little conflicting for ne, because | had
a grandfather who was in the Arnmy and ny father
was in the Navy. But grow ng up, you know, now
that they've left, I'll have to -- |I'Il add here,
for equal bal ance, Go, Navy!

(Laughter.)

SENATOR HI NCHEY: But | rise today
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to honor our Korean War veterans. Specifically,
two veterans fromny district, Jimry Short and
Charlie Boughton, two | ocal heroes that are

i nstrunmental and incredible community nenbers in
t he heart of Kingston.

What we' ve heard today is so many of
our coll eagues conme fromfamlies of service.
Whether it's a parent or a brother or a sister or
a grandfather, many of us in this room have
fam |y menbers who have served in the mlitary.
And | know, for nme, that that service is what has
partially and deeply inspired me to run and help
serve ny state, ny country, in this way.

My father enlisted in the Navy just
after the Korean War. And | know that one of the
things that drove himto enlist just out of
hi gh school was the stories and the | ove for
t hose who cane back to Saugerties, cane back to
U ster County after serving, those who didn't get
the recognition that they deserved.

And |'mincredi bly honored and quite
frankly hunbled to be a part of the first
cel ebration of our Korean War veterans here in
this chanber and in the state.

One thing | want to highlight from
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our celebration this norning, in conversations |
was having with other Korean War veterans in the
room was when | asked them how we coul d hel p,
what is sonmething that we can do here in

New Yor k, how can we help you now?

Qut of everything that they could
have said, they asked for help in actually giving
back to children with cancer in their
comunities. They wanted to be able to go and
teach children, make them honorary nenbers for
the day. Their thought was not about what we can
do for them what they need, what their famlies
need. Their thought was about how t hey can
continue to give back to their comunity.

Because that's what drives our
veterans: It's how we help the community that
they're in. Because that's what they do, they
hel p our country. And that's what drove themto
enlist in the first place.

Tal king with Ji mry Short and
Charlie Boughton today is nothing short of
inspirational. And | hope that all of the
Korean War veterans here today and those in our
communities no |longer feel forgotten, because we

have the responsibility to ensure that your
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service, your sacrifice, the sacrifice of your
famlies, is remenbered and honored.

And so thank you for being here
today. Thank you for your service. And with
that, M. President, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Hi nchey.

Senator Cleare on the resolution

SENATCOR CLEARE: Good afternoon.

| rise today to thank the sponsors
of this resolution. Mijority Leader, thank you.
Thank you, Senator Spanton. Thank you,

Senat or Mayer.

| cone froma famly with many
people in the mlitary. | wouldn't dare start
nam ng anybody because | may forget soneone, and
| don't want to do that today. I'Il lift up ny
nephew, who's currently in the Arny, M chael
Fl oyd.

But | really just wanted to just say
t hank you for the previous resolution and this
one. It is because of what you've done, because
of what they are doing, that we can be here today
doi ng what we're doi ng peaceful ly.

And ny mnd and ny thoughts went
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to -- for the Korean War veterans, | benefited
fromyour service in Korea through ny forner
Congressman, Charles B. Rangel, who served in
Korea and al so canme and served in ny district as
nmy Congressman, serving 23 termns.

And | ook at the | eadership that he
brought to that conmunity. And he often spoke
about his service in the mlitary, and | know
that we can attribute a lot of that great service
to his time spent inthe mlitary.

So today | just say thank you for
your service, for what you have done, and for
being there. | say thank you to all of you
t oday.

And | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator C eare.

Senat or Mayer on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

M. President.

And t hank you to our sponsor, the
chai rwoman, Senator Scarcel |l a- Spanton. She's had
a very powerful day.

And special thanks to ny friend the
Majority Leader, who took an idea that did not
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come fromhere, it cane fromthere (gesturing).
It came fromny Veterans Advisory Commttee, and
there are a nunber of you here. And a speci al
tribute to the Vietnamvets in ny conmttee and
el sewhere, particularly Colonel Chet Edwards and
many ot hers, who know what it's like to be
forgotten and said "W nust do better.™

And | was able to bring together a
group of Korean War veterans and others to neet
with the Majority Leader, who i medi ately said
yes, we will do this, we will have recognition
here. W owe this, this is overdue, and we w ||
start the process of nmaking up for what we as a
col l ective state have not done well enough, which
is to honor your service, to recognize your
heroism to hear your stories, and to acknow edge
each of you as individuals who gave of yoursel ves
and nade enornous sacrifice.

| want to rem nd us -- President
(banma, when he was speaki ng on one of the
anni versaries of the end of the Korean War, said:
"Vet erans of the Korean War, in the spring of
your youth you | earned how short and precious
life can be. And because of you, mllions of

peopl e can keep on living init, in freedomand
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in peace. Your lives are an inspiration. Your
service will never be forgotten. You have the
t hanks of a grateful nation, and your shining
deeds will |ive now and forever."

And | think for us here in this
chanber, State Senators that represent the
conplete diversity of this beautiful state, we
are sending to you, as the |eader said, our |ove,

our appreciation, our acknow edgnent and our

commtrment that this will not be a one-day event,
this will not be a one-and-done, as we say up
her e.

This will be an annual conmmitnent to
recogni ze our Vietnam-- excuse ne, Korean War

veterans as well as our Vietnam veterans, who we
do acknow edge, and nmeke sure that an annual
event occurs where you have the opportunity to
come and be part of this.

Lastly, just let me say that for ne,
for the years that | was not a Senator, this
pl ace was very hallowed to ne, to cone into this
beauti ful chanber, to see denocracy, peacefu
di sagreenent, strong di sagreenent, efforts to
make peopl e change their mnd and to vote on

laws -- this was the essence of our denocracy

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2695

t hat you fought for.

So | amprivileged, with ny
col | eagues on both sides, to sit in this chanber
and to represent people and do our best to enact
policies. And one of them nust be to honor and
to make sure that we provide all that is
necessary for all of our veterans, and we nay not
forget our Korean War veterans.

| vote aye. Thank you,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Mayer.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Mayer.

Senator Rolison on the resolution.

SENATOR ROLI SON: Thank you,
M. President.

And thank you to Majority Leader
St ewart - Cousi ns, Senator Stewart-Cousins, for
bringing this forward; Senator Scarcell a-Spanton,
al so Senat or Mayer.

This is giving nme the opportunity
today to tal k about something that unfortunately,

when ny dad was alive, | didn't talk about it.
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My father was a Korean War veteran. Hi s very
best friend, Bill Sherry, who |ater becane ny
godf at her, was a Korean War veteran. They were
roommat es at Provi dence College. They both
served. They both noved to Poughkeepsie. They
bought houses next to one another, which started
alifelong relationship with the Sherry famly
and the Rolison famly.

But during that tinme -- and | was
with my Uncle Bill and nmy dad obviously |ots of
times -- | never tal ked about the Korean War.
Never asked any questions about the Korean War.
| renenber as a kid going into nmy parents' room
and seeing various nenorabilia fromny dad's Arny
uniform And | would put it on, and | thought

that was the greatest thing in the world at that

tinme.

But again, | never spoke to ny dad
about it. | never heard ny dad talk to ny
Uncle Bill about it. So | really don't know.

And ny dad started his service in
the service, in the Arny. And then, as | think
probably nost of you know, he spent 24 years in
this chanber. And | know -- | didn't ask him --

that where he started his service in the Arny
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hel ped himget here to the New York State Senate.
And now that we are doing this for
the very first tine, if nmy dad was here, he woul d

say thank you. O course he would. And for ne

to have all of you here (indicating) -- because |
never had the opportunity -- or quite frankly
t hought about it, until he was gone -- to thank

him So giving ne the opportunity to thank you
gives me the opportunity to renenber ny dad and
my Uncle Bill who served.

| proudly vote aye on this
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Rolison.

Senat or Kennedy on the resol ution.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
M. President.

| just want to take this opportunity
again to recogni ze specifically the extraordi nary
service of the Korean War veterans that are here
wi th us today.

Again, | want to thank our great
| eader, Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins,
Senat or Scar cel | a- Spant on and Senator Mayer for

making this day a reality. To think it's been
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70 years is amazing in and of itself. | of
course was not born, as many of us here were not
at the time. But |I'mrem nded how quickly tinme
noves, and |I'm sure nany of you feel that here
today, are rem nded how fast this visit that we
have in this world goes by.

And | say that because as |'m
t hi nki ng about honoring our heroes that served in
t he Korean War, |I'mrem nded of a dear friend of
m ne that passed away five years ago. | fee
like it was yesterday. And that was Tom Hi ggi ns,
who was a Korean War veteran, then he becane a
| aw enforcenent |eader with the Buffalo Police
and a three-termsheriff of Erie County.

Up and until the day that he died,
five years ago now this upcom ng June, he led the
charge in Western New York, and arguably
st at ewi de, on educating the next generation about
the plight of the Korean War veterans and the
service and sacrifice that each and every one of
you nmade, and your fam lies nade, during that
very difficult time in our nation's history.

So | had the honor actually in his
wani ng days to nane himto the Veterans Hall of

Fame here in the New York State Senate.
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And so as tine noves on and we
remenber those that cane before us, | thought it
right to stand once again and honor ny dear
friend Tom Hi ggi ns, a Korean War veteran, and his
service to this nation, to each and every one of
you for your service to the nation, not just in
your service as veterans, but as the Majority
Leader said earlier on, when you returned.
You've lived a |life of service to our state and
our nation, and we are eternally grateful.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Kennedy.

Senat or Webb on the resol ution.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to thank my Senate col |l eagues
for supporting this resolution proclaimnng
April 26, 2023, as Korean War Vet erans
Cel ebration here in the State of New York

| would also like to thank our
veterans and their famlies that have joined us
today here in the Capitol.

You know, during ny short -- but it

feels like a long time here in the Senate, it's
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been an honor to recogni ze the contributions of
many constituents to our denocracy, and our
veterans are nost certainly not an exception.
And so in this chanber today we honor the brave
men and wormren who served with courage, dignity,
during the Korean \War.

And | want to recogni ze the selfless
sacrifice of the Korean War veterans from ny hone
district, Broone, Cortland and Tonpki ns counti es,
who are anong the 428, 000 New Yor kers who served
our nation in this forgotten war. Your service,
your sacrifices and sense of duty to our country
wi |l never be forgotten and nost certainly are
deepl y appreci at ed.

| would like to thank our
Majority Leader, Senator Andrea Stewart- Cousins,
our esteened Veterans chair, Senator
Scarcel | a- Spanton, and al so Senator Mayer for
your efforts in making today our inaugural
Korean War veteran resol ution possible.

And as | often like to remark,
especially on issues such as this, that may we in
this chanber continue and in our comunities
continue to advance policies and practices that

center justice, peace, and equity for all.
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| proudly vote aye. Thank you so
much.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Wbb.

Senator Mattera on the resol ution.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you,
M. President.

You know, to the sponsor, to
Senator -- Leader -- Stewart- Cousins,
Leader Ortt, to all our veterans, you know what,
| just want to say God bless our mlitary and our
veterans for protecting us fromharnm s way every
day.

| want to say a special thanks to
sonebody that's special and dear to ny heart, is
my Uncle Louie. Being Italian, you have an Uncl e
Louie. And to Lou Maters, you know, he is right
now in the Stony Brook Vets Home. And, you know,
to be a Senator and you go to all of our Veterans
Day, you know, our Menorial Days, you know, it's
just sonething special to me when | do go to the
vets honme, to the VA Hospital at North Port, and
to see our veterans.

You know, to go and bring the cards

fromthe children fromny school districts, which

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2702

| just attended for Valentine's Day, and you
brought those cards to the veterans, to nake sure
t hat our children understand what it neans for
our cadets that are here today and for our
veterans, for our Korean vets, and ny uncle was
and still is, always a Korean War veteran.

And you know what, one thing that |
used to try to do is talk to himand try to get
certain -- you know, tell me what happened. Very
rarely did he want to speak about it. Just |ike
Leader Ortt, which I'mso proud of him You
know, you try to like talk to hima little bit,

and really he does not want to tal k about his

days.

But you know what, there's a man --
and our veterans that are here today -- there's a
man that went -- when the towers went down,

Leader Ortt went right away and he signed up.
don't know if anybody knows that, but it nmeans a
lot tone. And | do try to talk to him but he
really, really doesn't really want to tal k about
it.

But you know what, to be here today
and to be in this chanber, to be a Senator -- |

j ust care about our veterans so, so nuch for what
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t hey have done. And | amjust grateful to be
here today with people that care about our
country.

And you know what, God bless all the
cadets that were here today. God bl ess everybody
in this chanber. And especially God bl ess the
United States of Anmerica.

Thank you, M. President. And | of
course vote yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Mattera.

The resol ution was previously
adopted on April 18th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

| think it's appropriate to give one
nor e resoundi ng round of appl ause for our Korean
War vet erans.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
let me remind our friends in the gallery that

they are of course welconme to join us in the
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 uncheon in their honor in Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Pl ease
join us at the luncheon in your honor in Room 332
at the concl usion of session.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we jointly
t ake up previously adopted Resol utions 707 and
708, by Senator Wber, read their titles and
recogni ze Senator Wber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
707, by Senator Wber, congratulating Carly Sardo
upon the occasion of capturing the 2023 New York
State Public H gh School Athletic Association
Grls Gymastics Fl oor Exercise Chanpi onship on
March 4, 2023.

Senat e Resol ution 708, by
Senat or Weber, congratul ating the Tappan Zee Hi gh
School Boys Varsity Basketball Team upon the
occasi on of capturing the New York State Public
Hi gh School Athletic Association Basket bal
Cl ass A Chanpi onshi p on March 18, 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

Weber on the resol utions.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2705

SENATOR WEBER: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise today to welconme Carly Sardo
and to present her with a joint resolution, along
with nmy Assenbly coll eague John McGowan, and
congratul ate her on winning the 2023 New York
State Public H gh School Athletic Association
Grls Gymastics Floor Exercise Chanpionship

Sports conpetition instills the
val ues of teammork, pride and acconplishnment, and
Carly has clearly contributed to the spirit of
excellence that is a tradition of her school. A
st and- out gymmast for Tappan Zee Hi gh School, not
only did Ms. Sardo defend her 2022 state title,
she finished fourth in the all-around, fourth in
t he bal ance beam and fifth on the vault.

Carly Sardo's overall record is
outstanding. Her famly, teammtes, friends and
the entire community enthusiastically supported
and encour aged her throughout the season.

| also want to congratulate Carly's
coach, Audrey Donahue, a skilled and
i nspirational |eader respected for her ability to
devel op potential into excellence.

It is ny honor to present Carly
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Sardo with this resolution recognizing her
out standi ng athletic and academ c achi evenents.

I'malso here to rise to welcone the
Tappan Zee Hi gh School Boys Basketball Team and
to present again a joint resolution, along with
nmy Assenbly col | eague John McGowan, honoring them
for winning the New York State Public H gh Schoo
Athletic Association Basketball Cass A
Chanpi onshi p | ast nont h.

Pl ease wel come Sean Berrigan, Tomy
Li nehan, Jack Mal oney, |saiah Leveille,

TJ Tarpey, Billy Al exiou, N ck Lange,

Xavi er Leveille, Pat Linehan, Jack Piccione,
Patrick Staker, Drew Dillon, Nolan Cook, and
Head Coach George Gaine.

Tappan Zee advanced to the finals
after a 58-48 win against New Hartford. They
proceeded to the final round with a focused and
determ ned attitude and played an amazi ng gane
and an extrenely great defense. The Dutchnen
def eated Irondequoit Hi gh School in a decisive
49-36 victory on Saturday, March 18, 2023. The
| eadi ng scorers were Sean Berrigan, with
20 points and six rebounds; Jack Mal oney, with

18 points and five rebounds; and Tonmy Linehan,
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with 11 points. They ended their season with an
i npressive 26-2 overall record.

You know, basketbal | denmands
athletic prowess, speed and agility. Head Coach
Ceorge Gai ne and his expert coaching staff worked
hard to hone the skills of this chanpionship
team teaching these outstanding athletes |essons
that will prove invaluable both on and off the
court.

Congratul ati ons to Tappan Zee
Hi gh School, Coach George Gaine, and the
out standi ng athl etes of the Tappan Zee Hi gh
School Basketball Team for their dedication,
determ nation, and hard work. It is my honor to
present the resolution that was voted on by this
Senat e.

M. President, please recognize both
Carly and the Tappan Zee Hi gh School Boys
Basket bal | Team and Tappan Zee Coach
Ceorge Gaine, and extend themall the courtesies
and privileges of this esteenmed house.

Thank you very much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Wber.

To our chanpionship athlete guests,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2708

| wel come you on behalf of the Senate. W extend
to you all of the privileges and courtesies of
t hi s house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we now nove
to previously adopted Resol ution 785, by
Senat or Mayer, read its title, and recognize
Senat or Mayer.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anaris, | forgot to say that those resol utions
were previously adopted on April 10th.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
785, by Senator Mayer, congratulating the
State of Israel upon the occasion of the
75th Anniversary of its independence and
reaf firm ng the bonds of friendship and
cooperation between the State of New York and
| srael .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Mayer on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
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M. President. And thank you to all ny
col | eagues for what has been a busy day.

And a special thank you to ny
friends fromthe Anerican Jewi sh Committee, who
have been very patient and hopefully understand
how i nportant the diversity of the things we do
here is to the great American denocracy that we
cel ebrate.

Today | rise in support of this
resol ution congratulating the State of Israel on
the 75th anniversary of its independence and
reaf firm ng the bonds of friendship and
cooperation between the State of New York and
| srael .

Wth nore than 2 million Jews in
New York State, the nost of any state in the
nation, New York State has |ong played a
| eadership role in supporting the State of
| srael .

Over the course of Israel's 75-year
history, it has struggl ed agai nst external
threats that threaten its existence and internal
di ssension that recently brought thousands to the
streets to support denobcracy.

Through all of this, the people of
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| srael are imensely proud of their nation's
achi evements and denocratic traditions. And

t hroughout many periods of turnoil, New York has
mai nt ai ned an exceedi ngly strong bond with

| srael, and we reaffirmthat here today. W are
| srael 's loyal friend.

We continue to value the comm t nent
of the Israeli people to work for denocratic
norns and for a path to coexi stence and peace in
t he regi on and throughout the world.

On this 75th anniversary of the
foundi ng of the state of Israel, we honor the
values laid out in Israel's founding declaration
of i ndependence -- of Jew sh nati onhood,
denocracy, freedom justice, equality, and the
pursuit of peace.

| congratulate Israel on this
anni versary and recommt ourselves to worKking
with Israel to achieve those goals.

|"mso pleased to be joined here
today by the | eadership and nenbers of the
American Jewi sh Commttee, one of the preem nent
Jewi sh organi zations in the United States. They
are here in Albany to call us to action agai nst

antisemtismand to urge New York State to take
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every action it can to conbat the scourge of
antisemtismthat continues to plague our nation.

| salute them | know with ny
col | eagues we are commtted to working together
to do everything in our power to address the rise
of antisemtism

The col | eagues that have joi ned us
fromthe Anerican Jewi sh Cormittee report the
Anerican Jewi sh Comm ttee New York Board, the
West chester Board, the Long Island Board, and the
central staff of the Anmerican Jewi sh Conmittee.

Pl ease recogni ze them acknow edge
their work -- not only their contribution, their
work and conmmitnent to ending antisemtism-- as
we celebrate Israel's |Independence Day.

Thank you, M. President. | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Mayer.

Senat or Krueger on the resol ution.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
nmuch.

| know it's been a | ong day on the
fl oor and we haven't even gotten to the bills

yet, but | also wanted to stand up and say
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wel come to the American Jewi sh Conmittee.

Previous to being a Senator | was a
menber of the New York City Board of the AJC, so
hello to everyone.

And of course in honor of the
75th birthday of Israel, | often tal k about that
my famly and history is conpletely
interconnected with the entire history of Israel,
al though I1'mnot as old as the country -- but not
t hat much younger, it turns out -- spending nuch
of ny life going back and forth to Israel with a
father who, | would explain, didn't live in
| srael but basically did live in Israel and spent
nost of his tine there for 40 years. And we gave
up his counting his trips when we hit 450. W
said, okay, it's enough.

And I'"mvery glad to hear the
resol uti on brought by nmy col |l eague Shel |l ey Mayer,
because it enphasizes what | think all Anerican
Jews are feeling at this time. In a tine of
growing antisenmtism we also recognize, perhaps
nore than nost, the inportance of denocracy and
the fragility of denbcracy. And that is true
here, and it is true in Israel, as so nany of ny

friends in Israel who | have known ny entire life
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al so take to the streets in protests because they
are fighting for their denocracy. As in fact we
think we are fighting for ours here nost days at
this tine.

So thank you, Shell ey,
Senat or Mayer, for bringing this resolution and
rem nding us of how critically inportant the
future of denocracy is to us all as Anericans, to
us all throughout the world as Jews.

And t hank you for your work of the
Anerican Jewi sh Committee.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Krueger.

Senat or Kennedy on the resol ution.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
M. President.

| too want to rise and honor the
American Jewi sh Commttee for your presence here
t oday, for your | eadership.

| want to recognize ny trenendous
col | eague and | eader, Senator Shelley Myer, for
bringing this resolution to the fl oor.

| want to recognize 75 years of the

State of Israel, and the work that we need to
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continue to do to recogni ze our brothers and
sisters of the Jew sh faith.

You know, we have seen so nuch
hatred and antisemtism and such vile,
di sgraceful actions of a few. But those actions
infect the many. And we have to stonp out that
hate at every opportunity that we see it.

Today we hosted earlier the American
Jewi sh Committee at a conference on antisemtism
and the increase in hate crinmes. And, quite
frankly, the fact that we as a comunity, we as
this generation, as we | ook back on 75 years,
have an obligation to spread peace, to spread an
under standi ng, and to spread inclusiveness every
single day that we have an opportunity to do so.

So | too want to wel cone you and
honor you once again. Thank you for your
presence, thank you for your |eadership. W |ook
forward to our continued work together.

Thank you, M. President. | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Kennedy.

Senat or Hoyl man- Si gal on the

resol uti on.
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SENATOR HOYLMAN- SI GAL: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise to thank Senator Mayer for
this inportant resolution on the State of
| srael s 75th anniversary, and wel conme the
Anmerican Jewi sh Conmttee to the State Senate.

And | wanted to thank you for your
presentation this norning on the rise of
antisemtism which is npbst obvious online as we
scroll through our Twitter feed or |nstagram or
Facebook. And it's no wonder that the
Anti - Def amati on League's 2022 Online Hate and
Har assnment Survey shows that up to 40 percent of
users have experienced online harassnent, nearly
two-thirds of which is hate-based harassnent.
Meani ng these users are being targeted because of
an aspect of their identity.

The ADL has said that platforns are
not responding to antisemtic content, and Big
Tech conpanies are to bl ane.

| want you to know that |'m
advancing |l egislation that would require
t echnol ogy conpani es and soci al nedia pl atforns
to actually disclose what they're doing to conbat

online hatred. California has passed | egislation
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t hat Governor Newsom signed into |aw | ast year.
| hope New York can do the sanme. It's too
i mportant to do otherwi se, M. President.

And | really thank, again,
Senat or Mayer for this resolution

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Hoyl man- Si gal .

Senator Martins on the resolution.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
M. President.

| too rise to first thank our
col | eague Senator Mayer for bringing this
resolution to the floor, but also to thank the
AJC for all the work that they do.

It seens incredible that in 2023,
four in 10 Jews feel threatened; eight in 10 feel

nore threatened today than they did just a year

ago. |If that doesn't speak volunes to the
chal I enges that we have before us -- not only as
a state, and certainly as a body -- in policy

deci si ons that we have before us.
We have, M. President, an
obligation to fight hate wherever we see it, in

all forms. W see it today manifesting itself in
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di fferent places, places that should be safe

pl aces. Places of higher |earning. W have seen
efforts for BDS on our canpuses, npbst pronounced
at our CUNY canpuses. O ganizations and cl ubs
that are funded with taxpayer nonies that pronote
hate and anti-Jew sh senti nent.

So as we put together our budget, as
we go forward and list our priorities,

M. President, it is our responsibility here in
Al bany, in this chanber, to nake sure that we
prioritize making sure that everyone is safe,
everyone feels safe, and regardl ess of religion,
regardl ess of background, ethnic background or
race, that there is no place for hatred anywhere
in this state.

And so | applaud the AJC. | ask
themto continue with their efforts to partner
with policymakers in prioritizing that -- not
just for Jews, but for everyone in New York
St at e.

M. President, | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Martins.

Senat or CGounardes on the resol ution.

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you,
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M. President.

| too rise to thank Senator Mayer
for this resolution.

And | echo the comments and
sentinents of all my coll eagues who have spoken
about the rise in antisemtismand the inportance
of us confronting that wherever it rears its ugly
head.

| want to thank the nenbers of the
AJC for being here today and for all of their
work, and to pay special tribute to their work
not just here in New York State but across the
country.

And, you know, as many peopl e here
know, nmy famly, ny origins are G eek, and the
Greek community and the Israeli conmunity, the
Jewi sh community, have a special bond with each
other. And at the national |evel the AJC has
formed a very special partnership with the
Hel I eni ¢ American Leadership Council, of which
" ma founding nenber, to hel p advance i ssues of
mut ual concern for both of our communities, both
home and abr oad.

And it's because of that partnership

t hat we now have the Congressional
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Hel l enic-Israeli Alliance in Congress. It's a
bi parti san caucus to pronote issues of concern
and commonal ity between people of the

Greek Di aspora and people of the Israeli and
Jewi sh Di aspor a.

And I'Il just share one story.
During the Hol ocaust, the country that |ost the
greatest percentage of its Jew sh conmunity of
any European country was Greece. And there was a
story on the Island of Zakynthos, when the Nazi
commander cane to the mayor of the island and
said, "Gve us a list of all the Jews you have
living here." And the follow ng day the mayor
produced a list of two nanes, hinmself and the
bi shop of the island.

And they hid the entire Jew sh
community and kept them safe throughout the
Hol ocaust .

Fast forward, years |ater the Jews
who were living there noved to the new State of
| srael, and there was a terrible earthquake on
the Island of Zakynthos. And the first aid
package from anywhere in the world that arrived
to help those residents of that island were from

t he people who had resettled in Israel but who

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2720

had previously lived on the Island of Zakynthos
and had been protected by the mayor and the
bi shop during the atrocities of World War I1.

So the comonalities and ties
bet ween our people are many and are deep, and |
thank you all for your work in continuing to
advance that relationship and everything you do
for the people of our state.

And | vote aye. Thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Gounardes.

Senat or Stavi sky on the resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yes, thank you,
M. President. And wel conme, shal om

The 75th anniversary of the foundi ng
of the State of Israel is a -- was a cause for
cel ebration. | read about this when -- in 1948,
and | understand that the United States was the
first country to recognize the State of Israel
when Harry Truman | believe placed a phone cal
or whatever it was. And that's been a tradition
that has continued to this day.

Unfortunately -- and | thank AJC for
comng to Albany to present the various problens

that we are facing. Several weeks ago | attended
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a briefing at Conmonpoint in Little Neck in
Queens, where they spoke about the antisemtism
online. And it was a fascinating norning. It
was about maybe two nonths ago. And that is a
probl em even t oday, especially on our college
canpuses.

And |'"m proud to say that the
Assenbly today passed the | egislation
sponsored, Assenbl ynenber Dani el Rosenthal and |
W had a rally at Queens Col |l ege about a year
ago, nmaybe |l ess, to denonstrate that hatred has
no place anywhere, particularly on college
canpuses.

And this legislation had passed the
Senate earlier this year. This legislation would
require the colleges to report instances of hate.
Currently they do not. It passed both houses, it
will go to the Governor, and hopefully we will do
our share in reducing the antisemtism the
pai nting of swastikas. But it's also anti-AAPI,
anti-Latino, anti-Black. Hatred has no place in
our country anywhere, any tine.

And | thank you for com ng. And |et
us hope that we have a peaceful next 75 years.

Thank you, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Stavisky.

Senator Chu on the resol ution.

SENATOR CHU: Thank you,

M. President.

| would Iike to thank ny col | eague
Senat or Mayer for bringing this to the floor, the
resol ution.

And also | would like to wel cone and
recogni ze the AJC for your great work throughout
the state. | had the honor and privil ege and
opportunity this nmorning to join their
conference, their semnar this norning. And as
we know, in the past three years, during the
pandem c, our Asian AAPI community being targeted
for those unacceptable hate crines.

And by joining this nmorning' s
reception, | |earned anmazi ng nunbers. Qur Jew sh
Ameri can popul ation, it's 2.4 percent,
2.4 percent population for our Jew sh Anmerican
famlies. However, however, in religious hate
crinmes, they are suffering from55 percent,
55 percent for those hate crinme nunbers.

And antisem ti sm shoul d be nowhere

inthis state or this country, no matter you're
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fromwhat race, what religion, or even your
attire or clothing.

| really would |ike to thank you for
your great | eadership, your work, your conm tnent
for our conmunity and our society. And that's
why | would like to recogni ze your great work and
your | eader shi p.

And for this resolution, | vote aye.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Chu.

The resol ution was previously
adopted -- excuse nme, |'msorry.

To our guests, we wel come you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you all of
the privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thi s
resol uti on was previously adopted on April 25th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up previously adopted Resolution 810, by
Senator Chu, read that resolution's title, and

recogni ze Senator Chu
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
810, by Senator Chu, nenorializing Governor
Kat hy Hochul to proclaimApril 23-29, 2023, as
Li brary Week in the State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Chu on the resol ution.

SENATOR CHU: Thank you agai n,

M. President.

It's a great honor to speak again to
support and sponsor this great resolution and to
show t he support for our l|ibrary systens, and
then to ensure that we recogni ze and appreciate
our hardworking librarians and Iibrary workers.

April 23rd to 29th marks this year's
National Library Week. This is an opportunity to
hi ghl i ght and cel ebrate the value of libraries,
librarians and the work they do to serve New York
comunities and individuals of all ages.

This year's thene is "There's Mre
to the Story," sonething a | ot of us realized
t hroughout this pandem c. Libraries have al ways
been nore than a place for books. They provide

i nternet access, literacy and educati onal
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opportunities, youth and senior progranm ng,
provi de a safe environnent for |earning and
gr ow ng.

It is so inportant, now nore than
ever, to ensure that we're investing in our
libraries, who do so nuch for the constituents
that we represent.

Qur libraries could not be where
they are without the incredible work fromthe
peopl e who run them Last nonth ny office
accepted nom nations fromacross the state to
recogni ze the work that |ibrarians do.

Li brarians and |library workers are constantly
finding new ways to keep their patrons engaged --
with not only reading, but also with their
comunity.

"' m honored to present this year's
Qut standing Librarian Award to 10 excepti onal
i ndi vidual s fromeach of our state regions.
These ten notable |ibrarians have been shown to
go above and beyond, and represent only a small
fraction of the tens of thousands of |ibrarians
who do amazi ng wor k throughout our state.

|"m proud to sponsor this resolution

and will continue to fight for this resource for
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our libraries and our library systens. For this,
| vote aye

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Chu.

Senat or Hel m ng on the resol ution.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
M. President.

And thank you to Senator Chu for
i ntroducing this resolution.

| stand today in cel ebration of
Nat i onal Library Wek and to express ny gratitude
to our public libraries and our school |ibraries.
| f you've ever heard ne speak about |ibraries,
you' ve heard ne say that | believe libraries are
really the heart and soul of our communities, and
t he dedi cated people who work in themare the
heartbeat that keeps them vi brant and strong.

One of those individuals is Becky
Leat herstich, who was recognized in this
resolution as one of the outstanding librarians
in the State of New York. Becky is a research
instruction |ibrarian at SUNY Geneseo, an
institution |"mproud to represent. A forner

school Ilibrarian, Becky teaches library research
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skills to undergraduate and graduate students.

One of her coll eagues had this to
say: "Becky is a phenonenal teacher, Ilibrarian,
and col |l aborator. She's naking a difference at
the local, state and national |evel, valuing al
voi ces in our comunity.”

M. President, | think that
under scores just how rmuch our libraries and
library staff do. They're teachers, nentors,
gui des, and advocates. As Senator Chu said, the
role of our libraries continues to expand just as
their inmportance to our schools and comunities
continues to grow.

This is especially true in our rural
comunities. W saw during the pandem c how our
libraries stepped up to the plate to serve their
comunities in new ways. They becane the hubs
for food distribution. Their parking | ots becane
cl assroons as students and their parents went
there to access the internet for renote | earning.
They expanded their digital offerings so everyone
could stay connected to their library, to their
comunity, and to our world.

Today, our libraries are not just

castl es of books, they're maker spaces where our
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young peopl e can be creative, where they can use
a 3-D printer and explore theater and the arts.
They're job centers where adults can prepare for
new careers. They're technol ogy centers where
people can learn new skills. Today at the
library you can borrow passes to | ocal nuseuns
and state parks. You can even check out a
fishing pole.

Al'l of this underscores not only how
i mportant our libraries are to people of al
ages, but just how essential it is that we,
everyone in this chanber, do our part to provide
our libraries with the fair funding they deserve.

|"m proud to represent nore than
30 public libraries and nore than 30 school
libraries in the 54th District, and | thank each
and every one of themfor their dedication to
expandi ng know edge and opportunities for
everyone in our comunity.

|"m proud to support this
resol ution, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Hel m ng.

Senat or Gounardes on the resol ution.

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you,
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M. President.

| also want to thank Senator Chu for
this resol ution.

You know, |ibraries are not just
pl aces where you go to check out a book.

Li braries, in an increasingly digital wrld, are
our portal to the world of information that's out
t here.

l"mincredibly proud to represent
seven branches of the Brooklyn Public Library in
my district. And in ny old district, before
redistricting, | represented 10 branches, the
nost of any Senator in Brooklyn.

And |ibraries have had a deep i npact
on ny life and hel ped shape ny | ove of books and
of | earning.

But | want to rise today to
recogni ze and honor a constituent of mne who is
t he branch manager of the Sunset Park Branch of
t he Brooklyn Public Library, and that's
Roxana Benavi des, where she is using a
t eamwor k- f ocused approach and conmuni ty-centered
approach to hel p run and nanage the Sunset Park
Li brary, which is going through a massive and

maj or renovation and will be a gemin the
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comunity once it reopens |ater next year.

Under her | eadership, the
Sunset Park Branch of the Brooklyn Public Library
received the 2016 New York City Nei ghborhood
Li brary Award.

Roxana has al so received the 2010
"Ameri ca Reads" Spanish Librarian of the Year
Award, as well as the prestigious 2015 Sl oan
Public Service Award fromthe Fund for New York
City. In addition to being a nenber of the
Ameri can Library Association, she al so served as
t he president of REFORVA National, cochair of the
2008 and 2021 REFORMA National Conference, and
t he cochair of the 2018 Joint Conference of
Li brari ans of Col or.

Roxana hol ds a naster's degree in
library science from Queens College as well as a
bachelor's in marketing from Baruch Col | ege.

And, you know, often, M. President,
| think a nmeasure of soneone is not the words
that you m ght use to describe yourself, but how
others view you. And in the nom nation
application that was submtted on behal f of
Roxana, | just want to share a few words how her

col | eagues have identified her.
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They say that "Roxana wants you to
| ove readi ng and wants your kids to |ove reading
even nore. She wants to renove every possible
barrier there is between your child and a
lifelong joy of reading. She loves children, and
she |l oves seeing themread. And | think that's
because she understands that people who read are
peopl e who can change the worl d.

"She is always so wel com ng and
never shanes anyone if their books are late. She
will try to help you with whatever you're doing,
whether it's getting the printer to work or
entertaining your one-year-old while you check
out your books. She's also wonderful at Toddl er
Hour, and you can just tell that she cares about
the community she lives in and not just when
she's at the library."

So M. President, again, | want to
t hank Senator Chu for this resolution and | want
to congratulate my constituent, the nmanager of
t he Sunset Park Branch of the Brooklyn Public
Li brary, Roxana Benavi des.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank

you, Senator Gounardes.
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Senat or Pal unbo on the resol ution.
SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
M. President.

And | thank Senator Chu for bringing
this resolution to the floor.

As we know, our libraries -- we have
outstanding |ibraries across Long Island and the
great State of New York. And fun fact,

M. President: Before being in elected office,
was the vice president of the

Cut chogue- New Suffol k Library Board, so | have
firsthand experi ence about how i nportant our
libraries are to us. And they are certainly an
essential educational and comrunity resource.

But the success of these
institutions is a result of our amazing
librarians. And one of our 10 outstandi ng
l'ibrarians, fromthe First Senate District,

Kelly A Harris, she's of course one of the
10 Qutstanding Librarians of 2023.

She began her career as a page at
the Mattituck-Laurel Library, which is right next
to my honetown of New Suffolk where | served on
that board. She served as the youth services

l'ibrarian and assistant director of the
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Amagansett Free Library and executive director of
t he Hanpton Library.

Today she's currently the executive
director of the John Jermain Menorial Library in
Sag Harbor. Ms. Harris is the treasurer of the
New York Library Association and an active nenber
of the Public Library Directors Association of
Suffol k County, serving as its president from
2019 to 2020. M. Harris also cochairs its
funding conmttee and serves as cochair of the
Nassau- Suf f ol k County conmittee addressing issues
of equity and inclusion in libraries.

Thr oughout her inpressive career,
Kelly Harris has worked tirelessly to strengthen
our libraries, expand access to inportant
services, and foster greater connections with the
communities that these libraries serve.

So | congratulate Kelly Harris and
all of our Qutstanding Librarians of 2023.
thank themfor their efforts in enhancing our
libraries and strengthening our communities. And
agai n, Senator Chu, thank you for recogni zing
t hem

And | proudly vote aye,

M. President. Thank you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Pal unbo.

Senator Martins on the resol ution.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
M. President.

And t hank you, Senator Chu, for this
resol ution.

| too have a history as a fornmer
presi dent of the Mneola Village Library prior to
bei ng el ected mayor and prior to comng to the
State Senate. So | know firsthand the inportance
of libraries.

But, M. President, | want to take
t he opportunity -- because when we first fornmed
the Library Commttee here in the New York State
Senate, | want to renenber a coll eague of ours,
Senat or Hugh Farl ey, who for years served as
chair of that conmttee and was the great
protector of libraries. Every year we could
count on Senator Farley to rem nd us just how
important our libraries are in New York State.

Fromcradle to grave, |ibraries have
been a constant source of not only, as Senator
Gounardes said, not only books but portals to

informati on and to educati on. More often than
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not, it's where people first and children first
learn to read. |It's also where they continue to
read long into their gol den years.

So | stand, M. President, to salute
not only the resolution but all of the libraries
and the commitnent that our state has had over
the years to continuing to fund our libraries in
the spirit of funding that continued that
continued cradl e-to-grave education. W frankly
should do nore. But for all we do, thank you to
our great libraries, librarians and staff who do
so much with so little.

M. President, | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Martins.

The resol ution was previously
adopted on April 25th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,

t he vari ous sponsors of all of today's
resolutions would |ike to open themup for
cosponsor shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Al'l of

t hese resol utions are open for cosponsorship.

Shoul d you choose not to be a cosponsor, please
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notify the desk

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let us take up
t he readi ng of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
197, Senate Print 264, by Senator
St ewart - Cousins, an act to anend the
Executi ve Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 197, voting in the negative:
Senators Martins and Rhoads.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
227, Senate Print 2196, by Senator Rivera, an act
to amend the Executive Law and the Adm nistrative
Code of the Gty of New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 227, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Martins, Mattera, Murray, Oberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco,
Wal czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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373, Senate Print 3334, by Senator Myer, an act

to anmend the Executive Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he

| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.

roll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Cal | the

(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bil

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

405, Senate Print 2599, by Senator Hoyl man-Si gal,

an act

inrelation to establishing a dyslexia and

dysgraphi a task force.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he

| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect January 1, 2024.

roll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Cal | the

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hoyl man- Si gal to explain his vote.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- SI GAL: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise to thank ny coll eagues for
supporting this legislation that woul d establish
a dysl exia and dysgraphia task force and
i mpl enenting the findings of such task force.

| want to thank Senator Mayer and
Senator Liu for their support of this |egislation
as chairs of the Senate Education Committee and
New York City Education Commttee.

You know, dyslexia and dysgraphi a
are inherent problens in our educational system
because we don't have a road map in New York
State to deal with it. As nmany as 20 percent of
our school children are dyslexic, meaning they
can't read. And | can tell you this because ny
daughter, who's age 12, is part of that
20 percent cohort.

W didn't |learn that she was
dyslexic in ny famly until she was in fourth
grade. Essentially, there's no screening of
chil dren who m ght be dysl exic or have

dysgraphia, so they cone into the system wi thout
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t he support they need.

There are proven net hodol ogies to
assist children with dyslexia. One, called
Oton-Gllingham is over a hundred years ol d.
Yet very few of our schools actually utilize this
proven net hod of teaching children with dyslexia.
And fundanmentally, we are not addressing this
pr obl em

Undi agnosed or stigmatized dysl exi a
in kids has been tied to | ow notivation, |ow
sel f-esteem anxiety and depression, as well as
low literacy and hi gher rates of dropping out of
school entirely.

And what's the inpact on society?
Well, there are staggering statistics that show
t hat 48 percent of individuals who are
i ncarcerated have dysl exia or dysgraphia. That's
in addition to the 80 percent of incarcerated
i ndi viduals who are functionally illiterate.

We are not doi ng enough to solve
this problem Dyslexia is an education equity
issue. It's a social justice issue. It's an
i ssue that, frankly, needs to be at the forefront
of our efforts in this chanber and in the

State Legislature.
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| was very disappointed that on
Thanksgi ving Eve, this | egislation was one of
40 bills that the Governor sumarily vetoed on
t hat Thanksgi vi ng ni ght massacre. W need to
pass this legislation again, send it back to the
Governor, and ensure that our kids with dyslexia
and dysgraphi a have the support they need from
our body.

Thank you, M. President. | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hoyl man- Sigal to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
456, Senate Print 5163, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
570, Senate Print 1319, by Senator Rivera, an act
to amend the Public Health Law and the
| nsur ance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 23. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 570, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Qberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo and Wi k.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
593, Senate Print 1999, by Senator My, an act to
anmend the Al coholic Beverage Control Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President.

It is ny privilege to represent the
Town of Lafayette and the Beak and Skiff Orchard
that is located there with its 1911 C dery, which
has won all nunber of awards in New York State
for its cider. | represent two or three other
cideries in ny new district.

New York is the second-| argest
appl e- produci ng state in the country and one of

the great apple growing regions in the world. W
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have over a hundred hard-ci der producers and
their economc inpact is estimted at
$1.7 billion a year.

But it could be much higher than
that if we could just get this bill passed
t hrough bot h houses and si gned, because our
cideries operate at a disadvantage. W have an
interesting cider licensing law in New York State
that requires that they use 100 percent New York
State ingredients, which is a great thing. But
because there's a separate cidery license, they
operate on a different playing field fromthe
cideries in California and Washi ngton State and
Oregon and Vernont, which are counted under a
Wi nery |icense.

Wneries are allowed to sell their
products directly online for direct shipnent to
consuners, and so cideries in those other states
can do that here in New York State, but our
cideries cannot. So they have a real
di sadvantage i n the market pl ace.

This bill will fix that, will allow
themto ship directly to consuners here in
New York State and el sewhere. There have been

some concerns that this m ght not work for
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various reasons, but it actually was inpl enented
in the early years of the pandem c and was
extrenely successful, so we know it can work
wi t hout the kinds of hiccups that sonme people are
worri ed about.

So there is no reason why we
shoul dn't pass this law. | urge any coll eagues
to vote for it and our friends in the Assenbly to
pass it and the Governor to sign it.

Thank you. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
602, Senate Print 2863, by Senator Martinez, an
act to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the

roll.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2746

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 602, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Lanza,
Martins, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wil czyk and Wber.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 17.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
615, Senate Print 1693, by Senator Parker, an act
to anend the New York State Urban Devel opnent
Cor poration Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
626, Assenbly Print Nunmber 3172A, by
Assenbl ynenber Zebrowski, an act to anend the
| nsur ance Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On to the
controversi al cal endar, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
626, Assenbly Nunber 3172A, by Assenbl ynenber
Zebrowski, an act to amend the Insurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, |
bel i eve there's an amendnent at the desk. |

wai ve the readi ng of that amendment and ask that
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you recogni ze Senator Martins.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

M. President, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that Senator Martins be recognized and
heard on the appeal .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or Martins nmay be heard.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise to appeal the ruling of the
chair. The proposed amendnment is germane to the
bill at hand because the bill at hand relates to
i nspections for private passenger autonobil es.

The amendnent before us repeals the
fee that private passenger autonobiles face as
they travel back and forth from outside of
Lower Manhattan, including fromthe outer
bor oughs and suburbs of New York City, and al so

provi des increased transparency in public
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transit.

You know, M. President, |'ve heard
often frommenbers in this body who voted for
congestion pricing and say that it was inserted
into the budget and therefore they had no choice.
You know, | believe we al ways have the
opportunity to oppose bad | egislation.

Well, here's the choice. By
supporting this amendnent, we have the
opportunity to correct the m stake and hel p
constituents back home. And |I urge all of ny
col | eagues to take this opportunity, especially
as the state has a nmulti-billion-dollar surplus.

The amendnent that | proposed is one
of the solutions to the affordability crisis here
in New York. MIlions of New Yorkers comute to
their jobs in the city every day and are forced
to pay a tax just to get to work. Instead of
t axi ng workers, we should be focusing on the
| onger-termsolution: Quality public
transportation.

That is why the other part of this
anmendnent brings sunshine and transparency to the
MIA so that the riders who use it are getting the

best possible service at an affordabl e cost.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2750

Congestion pricing is expected to
cost hardwor ki ng New Yorkers over a
billion dollars a year, something they sinply
can't afford. M. President, make no m st ake.
This is a tax on workers and on the m ddl e cl ass.
A teacher making $65,000 a year driving back and
forth could be paying an extra hundred dollars a
week just to get to work -- when prices at the
grocery store are at an all-tinme high and
congestion pricing taxes not only conmuters but
the very trucks that deliver our food, putting
further pressure on what people are paying at the
grocery store.

Congestion pricing is not sonething
New Yorkers can afford, and that is why it mnust
be repealed. The real answer, M. President, to
traffic and air pollution isn't taxing drivers,
but providing better public transit. That is why
it iscritical to ensure that the city's public
transit systemis using taxpayer dollars w sely
and delivering the nost efficient service
possi bl e.

Thi s amendnment calls for an
i ndependent audit of the MIA to shine a |ight on

how it is spending New Yorkers' hard-earned noney
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and identifying areas where savings can be passed
on to the people New York State.

For years, M. President, the MIA
has operated with deficits and needi ng cash
injections fromthe Legislature. Even with al
of that noney, we still hear fromthousands of
comut ers who conpl ain of subpar service. W,
each of us, have a responsibility to our
residents to ensure that noney is spent
responsibly, and it is vital that we take that
responsi bility seriously.

As we continue to cone to work every
day facing a budget that is alnost a nonth
late -- and the latest in 13 years -- we appear
to be getting no closer to a deal. So we cannot
ignore the relief that New Yorkers need. This
anmendnent woul d provide just that.

For these reasons, M. President, |
strong urge you to reconsider your ruling.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Martins.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
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chair signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Senat or Murray, why do you rise?

SENATOR MURRAY: This is on the
original bill.

M. President, would the sponsor of
the bill yield for a few questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BRESLI N: Certainly. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
Senat or .

Can you first explain, what is the
purpose of the bill? Wat are the changes that
we are making with this bill?

SENATOR BRESLI N: Well, the purpose
first is -- this bill originally was passed in
1977 with really the advent of serious insurance
of notor vehicles. And it required, under that

| egi slation that was passed in 1977, that a
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pi cture be taken of the car before it was
i nsur ed.

Now we're in 2023, with | egislation
to say at the option, the option of the insurer,
that can be waived. That -- and it will -- this
bill was vetoed by the Governor |ast year, and
made sone changes and it was put into the budget.
So they put a sunset in, five years to reviewit.
And we're at that point right now for the
| egi sl ation.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

M. President, would the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BRESLI N: The sponsor
yi el ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: By the way, thank
you, you answered the second question there with
that explanation. | appreciate that.

But you nmentioned that it nakes it
optional. In other places where this is done, it

has pretty much died out, isn't that right? |If
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you're given an option of doing sonething or
somet hing that woul d be consi dered anot her step,
and you're given that option, wouldn't you choose
just not to do it?

SENATOR BRESLI N: Possibly. It's a
possibility.

But in this case the option is
really -- there's been this process in |law for 50
years. Now the recomendation is to change it.
But it's to provide, at least initially, an
option on the part of the insurer, not on the
consuner.

And if you allow the new part, then
you don't have to have a driver of a car neet
sonebody to have a picture taken, take off of
work, if it doesn't happen, come back.

And if all parties are satisfied
that a photograph is not necessary, and that --
and obvi ously the insurance conpanies wll | ook,
and they ook to see if there's a degree of fraud
and there hasn't been, that at least to start
with the ability to provide an option to the
consuner at the approval of the insurance.

SENATOR MURRAY: M. President,

woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BRESLI N: The sponsor
yi el ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: But we're not
tal ki ng about everyone that drives. W're not
tal ki ng about every vehicle. | nean, this is a
smal | portion, basically a particular targeted
area. In fact, it's only if you ve been with
your insurer for less than two years, so you're
relatively new to your insurer, and you acquire a
in newer than seven-year-old used car, that's
when you need to do this with the inspection.

And again, that would be because of
t he possi bl e existing damage that coul d be there
that could be clained later. So we're not
tal ki ng about a maj or burden upon every driver
across the state, are we?

SENATOR BRESLI N: No, we're not.

SENATOR MURRAY: A very snal
segnent, in fact.

SENATOR BRESLI N: That's correct.

SENATOR MURRAY: So why -- why --
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|"msorry, M. President, would the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BRESLI N: Are you hoping --
are you suggesting we expand the bill?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

No, |'m suggesting that we reach a
conpromise, and I'll get to that in a second.

Have you spoken to any of the
i ndependent inspection |ocations about proposed
conprom ses?

SENATOR BRESLI N: | personally have
not, but I've dealt with all of the insurance
associ ations representing the insurance
conpanies. Universally, they say it's a waste of
noney to continue to have mandatory vehicle
identification.

Back in 1977, there weren't fraud
units in DA's offices, there weren't state
agencies that policed it, there weren't

i nvestigatory agencies that | ooked out to see if
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there was any crimnal problenms with this.

And t he answer has generally been
no. And so a business decision is it's nuch
better for the consumer to not have it, to have
it be optional, and it's not an added expense on
the -- obviously it's a reduction of expense.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

On the bill, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Murray on the bill.

SENATOR MURRAY: And | thank you
Senator, for the explanation. But |I'mgoing to
di sagree a bit on sonme of them

For exanple, let's start with the
vet o nessage by the Governor. It doesn't sound
i ke any changes were nade to address why she
vetoed it.

| f signed, the bill before nme would
essentially renove inportant protections agai nst
fraud, and customers in urban areas, who already
pay high insurance rates, would likely see their
i nsurance rates increase.

It would al so have the unintended
ef fect of harm ng the hundreds of snall

busi nesses that perform damage i nspecti ons across
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New Yor k.

Now, we bring this up -- and the
reason | brought up the fact that it doesn't
apply to everyone, this is not a mmjor burden.
However, it will have a major inpact. It wll
have an inpact on ratepayers all across the
st at e.

How do | know this? Because
Massachusetts just passed sonething very simlar.
They had the sane law in place, and they nade it
optional. Here were the results fromthat
change. Wen they did this, they found that --
when they did the optional program they found
t hat i nspections dropped by 87 percent, collision
clainms clinbed by nearly 55 percent, and prem uns
spi ked by 61 percent.

Now, the reason | asked if you had
spoken to any of the inspection -- the
i ndependent inspection |locations is because they
do -- well, listen, we all understand technol ogy,
great advancenents, and we shoul d enbrace that
when we can. But there's an old sayi ng about
pictures, a picture's worth a thousand words.

And whether it was in the '70s or whether it is

today, that still holds true.
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The picture is the proof. You're
not going to replace that with a VIN nunber or
something like this. The protections offered by
t he photo inspection program are uni que and not
duplicated by any existing program and no other
programw || replace it.

How do | know that photos are
important? They're even inportant to the
i nsurance conpanies. Well, let's |ook at
Al |l state, who says "Take care of your claimin a
snap."” You see these |ocal insurance inspection
conpani es would |ike to conprom se by nmaybe
offering that up as an option, so the insured can
take the pictures thenselves, submt it to these
conpanies that will then verify and still have
t he proof there.

So we can conprom se here w t hout
putting people out of work, w thout raising
i nsurance rates, w thout increasing the cases of
fraud, by using the very technology but still
keepi ng the pictures in place.

As | said, this is Allstate, who is
pronoting using pictures. "Quick Photo Clainf is
their program can assess your insurance claim

virtually to get you through the process as
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qui ckly as possi bl e.

So now t he burden's gone. And |
will be alittle parochial here too, because
nmysel f and several other Senators from
Long I sl and, we have sone -- one of these
conpani es, a major conpany, that if this were to
pass, they would likely be out of business,
putting hundreds of famlies -- or people out of
wor k, taking the food off the plates of the
fam|lies.

In fact, | just got, just got a text
just before this fromthe LIA Long Island
Associ ation, who al so opposes this bill for that
very reason, the reason of putting people out of
work and al so raising insurance clai ns.

So while |I do understand where the
sponsor is comng fromwith this -- | get it,
get that we can use technology -- | think there's
a way that if we continue working on this and
maybe conpromse -- | knowit's a foreign word in
Al bany -- but conprom se, that maybe we can nake
this the best bill it could be.

So for that reason, 1'Il be voting
no. Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are there
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any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is

cl osed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
we've agreed to restore this bill to the

noncontroversial cal endar, so can we take it up
t hat way, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read -- read the |last section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wei k to explain her vote.

SENATOR VEI K: Thank you,

M. President.

This bill has been proven -- it was
brought to us for the purpose of elimnating
theft and | owering insurance rates. |It's crucial
that we keep this bill -- these protections in

place. And by elimnating it, by trying to
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streanline services, that we're going to see an
absol ute spi ke.

W' ve al ready seen |ots of nunbers
and statistics that prove that w thout these
phot os, theft and insurance fraud happens
ranpantly. These provisions were put in place in
order to bring those down, and as soon as those
bills were introduced in order to make photos
avai l abl e, we i medi ately saw t hese nunbers cone
down.

| "' m di sappointed to see that there
is -- that this bill has been reintroduced, and
for that reason |I'mvoting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Weik to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 626, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Lanza, Martinez, Mattera, Murray, Pal unbo, Rhoads
and Wi k.

Ayes, 53. Nays, 8.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
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readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATCR G ANARI S: If we can return
briefly to notions, | wish to call up the
following bills which were recalled fromthe
Assenbly and are now at the desk

Senate Print Nunbers 3139 and 3114.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
370, Senate Print 3139, by Senator Mannion, an
act to anend the Private Housing Finance Law.

Cal endar Nunber 431, Senate Print
3114, by Senator Mannion, an act to amend the
St ate Technol ogy Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
reconsi der the vote by which these bills were
passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bills
are restored to their places on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
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fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
amendnents are received, and those bills wll
retain their place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adjourn to the call of the Tenporary President of
the Senate, with intervening days being
| egi sl ati ve days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until the
call of the Tenporary President of the Senate,
with the intervening days being | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, the Senate adjourned at

2:24 p.m)
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