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SENATOR SHELLEY B. MAYER, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2468

PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Head
Priest G ani Dharanveer Singh, of the
Si kh Cultural Society of South Richnmond Hill
New York, will deliver today's invocation.

(Wher eupon, Head Priest G ani
Dharamveer Singh recited in Punjabi the
Prayer Ardas, translated as foll ows:

"Unto The One Suprenme God Who by the
grace of Sat guru (GOD) is realized. Renenber,
first, God the Almi ghty. Think then of
@uru Nanak: of Angad Guru and Amar Das, and
Ram Das. May their protection be ever with us!
Renenber Arjan, Hargobind, and the holy Har Rai.
Let us think of the holy Har Krishan whose si ght
annuls all sorrow. Let us renenber Tegh Bahadur,
and all the nine treasures will cone flowi ng in.
May he protect us everywhere! My the Tenth
Quru, the holy Guru Gobind Singh, protector of

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2469

faith, help us everywhere!

"Turn your thoughts, 0 Khalsa, to
the Guru Granth Sahi b, the visible body of the
Qurus, and their word, and say, Waheguru, glory
be to God! The five Loved Ones, the CGuru's four
sons, the Forty saved and other holy and heroic
men, saints and martyrs: Renenber their selfless
and heroi c deeds, and say, Waheguru, glory be to
CGod!

" O Waheguru, please give the
strength, the wisdomand ability to the el ected
Senators to do the right and deliver for what
they are el ected for.

"W, the Sikhs, thank you all for
t he passing of this Resolution, which will not
only create a history but also bring the
awar eness of their religion and articles of
faith. May the Almghty help you to help fell ow
humans irrespective of their faith, color or
creed.

"Once again, thanks to you all, the
Senat ors and the Governor, for providing this
opportunity to the Sikh community of the
great State of New York.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Readi ng of
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t he Journal .

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Sat urday, April 22, 2023, the Senate net pursuant
to adjournnent. The Journal of Friday, April 21,
2023, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Comuni cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| wish to call up the follow ng
bills, which were recalled fromthe Assenbly and
are now at the desk: Senate Bill 608A and
Senate Bill 636.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 77,
Senate Print 608A, by Senator Salazar, an act to
amend t he General Business Law.

Cal endar Nunber 174, Senate Print
636, by Senator Conrie, an act to anmend the
Busi ness Corporation Law and the Limted
Liability Conpany Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
reconsi der the vote by which these bills were
passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bills
are restored to their place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
amendnents are received, and the bills wll
retain their place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
just to give ny coll eagues a sense of the order

for the day, we're going to take up a resolution
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shortly and then break for a Rules Cormittee

nmeeting, which will produce the budget extender
bill, which we will take up
At that point we will break for

party conferences and conme back and take up the
remai ning bill off the suppl enental cal endar.

So let's begin by taking up
previ ously adopted Resol ution 751, by
Senat or Scarcel |l a-Spanton, read its title, and
recogni ze Senator Scarcel |l a- Spanton.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
751, by Senator Scarcell a-Spanton, nenorializing
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimApril 2023 as
the Month of the Mlitary Child in the State of
New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Scarcel | a- Spanton on the resol ution.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, Madam Presi dent.

Qur mlitary famlies and their
children nake countless sacrifices to serve our
country and keep us safe, and it is essenti al

that we take the tine to acknowl edge and honor
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their contributions.

Mlitary children face unique
chal | enges as they navigate frequent noves,
depl oynments of their parents, and the stress that
comes with having a | oved one in harm s way.

As nysel f and Senator Ashby's
children can attest to, mlitary children live a
life of constant change. Mlitary famlies nove,
on average, every two to three years, which
causes mlitary children to constantly change
school s, make new friends, and adapt to new
support networks.

In my famly's case, ny husband
depl oyed to Afghanistan for the second tinme when
our daughter was just 10 days ol d.

Despite these challenges, mlitary
children denonstrate renarkabl e resilience and
strength. Moving forward, throughout the nonth
of April we celebrate mlitary children and
express our gratitude for their courage, strength
and sacrifice.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or .

Senat or Ashby on the resol ution.
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SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank Chairwonman
Scarcel | a- Spanton and ny col | eagues for bringing
this resolution to the floor.

And, like her and so many famlies
out there, the children of mlitary famlies
endure trenmendous sacrifice and are often born
intoit. Like her famly, ny daughter Ellie was
six months old during nmy first deploynment -- or
nmy second depl oynent. M son, who thought it
woul d be better to go on a field trip today
rather than come to the chanber --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ASHBY: -- he was just a
few weeks old during ny first deploynent.

Whi ch oftentines we tal k about the
sacrifices of those who served and we forget or
soneti mes overl ook the sacrifices of the
famlies. And it's inportant to renenber that.
Al t hough our hardshi ps, though we endured, are
pal e in conparison to those children whose famly
nmenbers -- whose parents, whose brothers, whose
sisters -- did not cone back, were unable to cone

back. And oftentines, when they do cone back
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st ruggl e.

And it's inportant for us to
remenber and recogni ze the struggles of those
famlies and to do our utnmost in this chanmber to
hel p them

So again, | want to thank ny
col | eague for all she does as the chai rwoman of
the Veterans Commttee, and thank ny col |l eagues.

And t hank you, Madam Presi dent.
proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or .

The resol ution was previously
adopted on April 18th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
Senat or Scarcel | a- Spanton would like to open this
resol ution for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor on the resol ution,
pl ease notify the desk

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: There will be an

i mredi ate neeting of the Rules Conmittee in
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Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There wi ||
be an inmediate neeting of the Rules Commttee in
Room 332.

SENATOR G ANARI S: The Senate
stands at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
stands at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 11:25 a.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
11:32 a.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
back to notions and resol utions.

We're going to now take up
previ ously adopted Resol ution 633, by
Senat or Thonas, read its title, and recognize
Senat or Thonas.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution

633, by Senator Thomas, nenorializing
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Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimApril 2023 as
Si kh Awareness Month in the State of New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Thomas on the resol ution.

SENATOR THOVAS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Sat Sri Akal .

(Response fromagallery.)

SENATOR THOVAS: Thank you to
G ani Dharanveer Singh fromthe Ri chnond Hil
Gudwara in Queens for that prayer --
Senat or Addabbo's district.

Once again, today | want to
hi ghl i ght how bl essed we are in this great state
wi th our diversity.

April is Sikh Heritage and Awar eness
Mont h, and this nonth was chosen because Sikhs
cel ebrate Vai sakhi, which is the Birth of the
Khal sa.

It is areligion founded nore than
500 years ago by Guru Nanak, who taught that al
paths lead to one God, all people are equal, and
we shoul d serve our conmmunity w thout asking for
anything in return.

Through today's resolution | want to
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recogni ze the many contributions that

Si kh Anericans have made to our nation, and to
reflect on the pluralismthat is a hall mark of
Aneri ca.

Si khs have a long and rich history
here in the United States. As early as the
1800s, Sikh nmen and wonen have been maki ng
not abl e contributions to American society. Early
settlers played a mgjor role in building
Anerica's railroads. Sikh Americans served in
the US. mlitary during the world wars. And the
first Asian-Anmerican Congressman was a Si kh
Anerican el ected to office in 1957.

Si khismis principles of equality,
service, interfaith cooperation and respect are
principles shared by all Anmericans. Their faith
centers on equality of all humanki nd and the need
for conpassion in our service to others -- |ike
what we do in this chanber.

This nmonth provides an opportunity
for all of us to recognize the inval uable
contributions of the Sikh community to our state
and our nation. The Sikh community in New York
is an integral part of our diverse popul ation.

They have contributed greatly to our state.
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Si kh Americans continue to be
recogni zed for their outstanding contributions in
various fields, including nedicine, |aw,
busi ness, the mlitary, nedia and nore.

That's why | amexcited to wel cone
sonme special guests today: M. Harpreet Singh
Toor, M. Jatinder Singh Boparai, M. Bhupi nder
Si ngh Boparai, M. Buta Singh, and Ms. Rajw nder
Kaur. Thank you for joining us.

However, a sad reality is that Sikhs
have al so faced discrimnation and hate crinmes in
our country. It is inportant to stand in
solidarity with our Sikh brothers and sisters,
denounce hate and bigotry, and work towards a
nore inclusive society.

As we cel ebrate Si kh Awareness
Month, let us take the tinme to | earn about the
Sikh religion, its values, and its contri butions
to our society.

Madam Pr esi dent, pl ease recogni ze ny
guests in the gallery who have cone fromall over
New York State today to grace us with their
presence this norning.

Thank you so much

(Response fromthe gallery.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Thonas.

Senat or Addabbo on the resol ution.

SENATOR ADDABBC Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

Good afternoon, everybody.

| want to thank Senator Thomas for
the resolution. Thank you very nuch.

And for ny friends who have visited
Al bany, thank you so much for being here.

The Sikh Cultural Society, thank you
very rmuch. And obvi ously Dharamveer Singh, thank
you very much for being here all the way from
Ri chnond Hi l| .

You know, the Census doesn't account
for religion when they do their census. But the
Ameri can Community Survey, they account for
religion throughout our state. And in our state
there's roughly 27,000 Sikhs living in New York
State, 10,000 of which are in ny district in
Richnond Hll. And we do appreciate their
contributions to the community and being a part
of our comunity and conmunity mnenbers.

The Sikh religion advocates for

equality, social justice, service to the
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community, and tol erance for other religions,
which is very inportant in such a diverse state
i ke ours and in the Borough of Queens, the nost
di verse borough in the world.

But al so the nessage of the Sikh
religion is freedomof religion, reverence to
God, and towards practicing the ideals of
honesty, conpassion, humlity and generosity.
Honesty, conpassion, humlity and generosity.

No matter what our background is, if
we applied those principles to our lives, we
woul d be a far better society and even a better
gover nment .

Thank you very much
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Addabbo.

Senator Conrie on the resolution.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank Senator Addabbo and
Senat or Thomas for bringing this resolution
t oday.

The Sikh community is very prom nent

in Queens. 1've been honored to work with them
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over the years, for many years.

The Sikh Cultural Society has not
only been active in making sure that they inform
the entire community of their history and
religion, but they're also involved in community
and civic activities, having been very invol ved
in the pandem ¢ and naking sure that people were
taken care of, making sure that people were fed
and maki ng sure that people had opportunity for
nmedi cal services.

|"m proud to have a snall section of
the Sikh community in nmy newdistrict. | had a
| arger section in ny old district, but | wll
continue to work with all parts of the
Si kh conmunity, because it's inmportant that we
allow folks to be able to express thensel ves,
that we can do tol erance for each other, nake
sure that all comunities in Queens and
t hroughout New York State get to understand and
appreci ate each ot her.

Thank you, Madam President, for
allowing this resolution to conme forward.

(Response fromthe gallery.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,

Senator Conrti e.
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Senat or Stavi sky on the resol ution.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you to the
Senators for recognizing the Sikh conmunity.

And notice that we're from Queens --
Senat or Addabbo and Senator Conrie and | have in
comon the Si kh community, and we thank them and
honor them t oday.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or St avi sky.

Senat or Kennedy on the resol ution.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| too want to recognize the Sikh
| eadership for being here today, our friends from
the Sikh community; our coll eagues for bringing
this to the floor, from Senator Thomas from
Long | sl and, Senator Addabbo from Queens. You
heard from Senat or Conrie and Senator Stavisky,
both from Queens.

But out in Buffalo and Western
New York we al so have a thriving Sikh community.
|"m proud to represent that Sikh community in ny
district. The one thing |I've | earned over nany

years is the Sikh | eadership and the
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Si kh conmunity represents a community of peace.

And t hese are | eaders throughout our
comunity in Western New York, and clearly across
the state and the nation, that are |eading both
in the conmunity and in business, and in hel ping
ot her people thrive.

And so it's with great honor that |
wel come you here too to the chanber today, and
it'"s with great pride that | represent the
Si kh conmunity in Western New YorKk.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Kennedy.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of the house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on April 10th.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Senat or Thonas
woul d |ike to open that resolution for
cosponsor shi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
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resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor, please notify the
desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: There's a report
of the Rules Conmttee at the desk.

Can we take that up, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bills:

Senate Print 5889, by
Senator Breslin, an act to anend the
| nsur ance Law;

Senate Print 6454, |ndependent
Redi stricting Comm ssion, an act to anmend the
State Law,

Senate Print 6480, by
Senat or Krueger, an act naking appropriations for
t he support of governnent.

Al bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept

the report of the Rules Commttee.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the report of the Rul es
Comm ttee signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The report
of Rules Committee is accepted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he suppl enental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
627, Senate Print 6454, |ndependent Redistricting
Commi ssion, an act to amend the State Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay asi de that
bill tenporarily, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is tenporarily laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
628, Senate Print 6480, by Senator Krueger, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

SENATOR G ANARI S: Is there a
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nmessage of necessity and appropriation at the
desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is a
nmessage of necessity and appropriation at the
desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nessage.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the nmessage pl ease signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed?

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
nmessage is accepted, and the bill is before the
house.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is laid aside.

That conpl etes the reading of the
cal endar, Senator G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we now go to
t he controversial cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

Secretary will ring the bell.
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The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
628, Senate Print 6480, by Senator Krueger, an
act maki ng appropriations for the support of
gover nment .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Borrell o, why do you rise?

SENATOR BORRELLO Wiy do | rise?
Well, it's not to make anot her G oundhogs Day
j oke, 1 can prom se you that.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BORRELLO W11l the sponsor
yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.
Through you, Madam Presi dent.

So here we are, | believe this is
our fifth budget extender today, if I'mcounting
correctly, five.

What's the val ue of today's

ext ender ?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Today' s ext ender
is worth $4.8 billion and | asts through Friday.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So al nost
$5 billion for four days. This should be an
identifier to the people of New York State of
exactly what it costs or what our governnent
spends each and every day here in New York State.

So for the -- the questionis, is
this a straight policy -- or is this a straight

extender? 1Is there any policy in the budget

t oday?

SENATOR KRUEGER: It's a straight
extender. | don't believe there's any policy
per se.

There is some new noney that we
haven't seen in previous weeks, | think for the

EPI C program which is the Elderly Pharnaceuti cal

| C -- Insurance Coverage. | knew | knew that.
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Thank you. So there's approximately $7.8 mllion
in this for the noney needed for EPIC

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

Madam President, will the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger vyi el ds.

SENATCOR BORRELLO So this extender
will take us through Friday, April 28th. So do
we expect to see some budget bills, perhaps even
tonight, so that they have tinme to age and we can

vote on them before Friday?

SENATOR KRUEGER: ["m pretty
optimstic we will see budget bills. | don't
believe we will see any by tonight.

You are right about the normal aging
process of three days. But as you m ght have
noticed, we seemto do budget bills using
nmessages of necessity, which are not an ideal
scenari o but perhaps are better than continuing
ext enders.

SENATOR BORRELLGC Madam Pr esi dent ,
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will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger vyi el ds.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: So it sounds
i ke things are sonewhat inproving, we'll say, in
t he budget negotiation | ogjam

What's the status of the
negoti ati ons right now?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So the three
| eaders have been continuing to neet, and the
secretaries have been continuing to neet. And
everybody | think feels that we are naking
progr ess.

Some policy issues that the Governor
put in her original budget are what | guess -- |
don't know if this is the official term but
peopl e seemto be using it, falling off the
table. And appropriations are continuing forward
pretty effectively.

So I think there are still a handful
of sone big-picture policy issues that need to be

addressed. But again, |I'm always
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gl ass-hal f-full, Madam President. But | feel
like we could actually get this done before we go
home agai n.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO well, I'mglad
to hear you're glass-half-full. And we all,

t hi nk, are hopeful.

But, you know, |'ve heard your
folks -- the fol ks on your side of the aisle say
that we'd rather have, you know -- rather than a

bad budget, we'd rather have a good budget, so it
doesn't necessarily have to be on tine.

But really, you know, what do you
anticipate that's going to be in this budget
that's going to be so nmuch better that it
coul dn't have been negoti ated and done on tinme?
What's -- what's better that we are now so | ate,
historically late, for this budget?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So |'mnot sure
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we are historically late, Madam Presi dent,
because |'ve been here in August and done budgets
in August. So | don't think we're anywhere near
hi storical lateness. And | don't wish for us to
ever do that again, thank you

And it is interesting, because
peopl e do say they woul d rather have a good
budget than an on-tine budget, and it's an
interesting question. |'d say it's in the eye of
t he behol der, because you and | each m ght have
very different definitions of what's a good
budget and what nakes a budget better or not
better than the original Executive proposal. So
| think that's a nuch | onger discussion.

| will highlight that | think the
i nportance to the people of New York of our doing
t hese extenders are that government is continuing
to function. W are paying the workers. W are
continuing to nake -- pay our debts. W are
paying the bills. Governnent has not ceased to
function because we are late in the budget.

Now, interestingly, this year -- and
peopl e seemto have forgotten pretty quickly,
because the Governor is allowed to submt her

budget two weeks later the first year after an
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el ection -- she did subnmt it two years -- two
years? -- two weeks later. So technically we're
not as far behind as we think, because we had two
weeks | ess before April 1st to negotiate and get
done.

So | actually think those first two
weeks of being |ate were sort of putting us back
on a normal schedul e, bizarrely. But now we are
a couple of weeks | ate.

But again, for the people who may be
out there listening and watchi ng and maki ng sure
that government is continuing to function, it
absolutely is as long as we get this extender
passed before noon today.

So | don't wish to continue
extenders. | can guarantee you the staff do not
wi sh to continue extenders. But it is far, far
better to have the extender option and continue
to conpl ete our negotiations and get to budget
bills we are confident in, because we are not
doing harmto the functioning of the State of
New York on behal f of all of our constituents.

SENATOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
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continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So
notwi t hstandi ng the two-week nulligan that you've
given yourself in this, | think we are certainly
frustrated. Because although we are continui ng
to linmp along, and our operations are running,
hear fromfol ks every day that want to know
what's goi ng on because so nmuch of their budget,
so nuch depends on what happens here and this
budget bei ng passed.

So with that being said, you know,
budget s are about budgets, they're about noney,

t hey' re about what we're going to expend, what
the revenues are. |It's clear that it's policy
that's holding up this budget and not the
finances of New York State.

So with that being said, why are we
di scussing policy in the budget?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | like the
guestion. Thank you very rmuch, Madam Presi dent.

Some peopl e think we shouldn't do

any policy in a budget. And sonme states have
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far, far less policy built into their budget
docurents. | would probably vote for |ess policy
in our budgets, although it's inpossible not to
have sone because when you're appropriating noney
for prograns, you're often creating prograns at
the sane tinme, or redesigning them

So | think it would be inpossible to
remove policy fromour budgets, but | actually
woul d agree with ny col |l eague t hat perhaps
there's just too nuch policy going into our
budget docunent and we coul d be working on those
as freestanding bills and changi ng st at utes.

Ironically, being so tied up in the
budget being late, we have less tinme to be
wor ki ng on those statutes that | think all of us
woul d i ke to see noved.

So yes, if I was witing the
Executive Budget, if | was queen for a day --
which I amnot -- maybe | woul dn't have as much
policy proposals in it as we have been given.
But under our rules, or nore |like under a court
case decision -- that's Pataki v. Silver, which
gave the Governor such a disproportionate anount
of the powers and authority when it cones to what

goes into a budget, what cones out, and what el se
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can go in -- this is the hand we have been dealt.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO | want to thank
Senat or Krueger again for those thoughtfu
responses. And | think we all appreciate the
fact that we are now on our fifth extender and
t he hol dup indeed is policy.

And | appreciate the fact that you
agree we shouldn't have as nuch policy. | think
that that's really the hol dup here.

And, you know, that's part of the
probl em of why nost people don't feel that their
government represents themin a transparent way,
because we try to hide all this policy in the
budget. It's actually difficult for our staff to
try and find that needle in the haystack. Wen
we tal k about, for exanple, bail reform and it
ends up in a part of the budget that has
absolutely nothing to do with crimnal justice.

You know, that's the kind of shel
ganme that is played here in Albany. And quite

frankly, you know, that's sonewhat uni que for
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New York State in a lot of ways. But it is the
reason why people |ack faith.

And t he peopl e who depend on us the
nost to get this budget done, the people that
deal with our nost vulnerable citizens -- people
with disabilities, senior citizens -- all those
folks are waiting every day. And although a | ot
of our constituents don't know that the budget is
| ate, the people that we need to supply critical
funding and resources for, they do.

And | urge everyone to nove as
qui ckly as possible to finalize this so that the
peopl e that are dealing with the nost vul nerable
citizens in New York State have sone assurance
that their governnent does indeed worKk.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Hel mi ng, why do you rise?

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

Madam President. |If the sponsor will yield for a
guesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2499

Senat or Krueger. Through you, Madam Presi dent.

Senat or Krueger, | heard you nake a
comment to the effect that government continues
to function as we pass these extenders. And
Senator Borrello just raised an excellent point
that there are many organi zati ons and agenci es
that are out there, and they're struggling,
waiting. And the fact that we haven't passed a
budget, it is inpacting them

| have heard over the |ast severa
days from several childcare providers,
not-for-profit providers who are really
struggling right now. They depend upon the
stabilization grant funding. |[|'ve heard -- in
conversations with OCFS, |'ve heard the
stabilization grants referred to as |ifelines for
these not-for-profit childcare providers.

Can you tell me if there's any
funding or any resources in the extender that
will help our childcare providers?

SENATOR KRUEGER: One second.

Thank you. Sorry, | needed to
doubl e- check sonet hi ng.

Qur understanding is stabilization

grants are nore |ike one-tine grants, and that
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the childcare providers can be submtting bills
for rei mbursenent on their ongoing costs under
their contracts.

But | don't disagree with you that
there are nmany groups out there hoping that they
will see additional nonies in the new fiscal year
above and beyond what they were being paid under
their ongoing contracts. In fact, | think
tried to add up sort of the nmaster |ist of what
everyone was asking for, and I had to sit down
because it was | think about $40 billion of hopes
and dreans that people were submtting to us.

And |"mpretty sure they won't be getting al
t hat .

But yes, childcare providers are not
getting any kind of new one-shot stabilization
grants yet until we resolve this budget.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

On the bill, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Hel m ng on the bill.

SENATOR HELM NG So this is very
concerning to ne. As | stated, | had a nunber of
not-for-profit childcare centers reach out to ne.

Sonme have gone as far as cl osing down classroons.
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| have anot her one that serves over a hundred
famlies, and they've maxed out credit cards to
try and neet their payroll and their other
financi al obligations.

They were waiting for the Round 3
stabilization grants to be passed. And of
course, as we just heard, that's not going to
happen until the budget is approved.

There isn't any nore noney |eft from
Round 2 funding that the OCFS can pass out to
t hese childcare providers. This is a rea
concern not only to famlies and to enpl oyers
trying to get people to work, but also to
chil dren who, when their routine is disrupted, it
has a negative inpact.

So | would urge the Majority to do
everything they can, that if we're back here on
Friday wi th anot her extender, we have sonething
init to help these providers. Personally, |
hope we're not passing a sixth extender, that
we're actually starting to work on the budget.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Hel m ng.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
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to be heard?

Senat or Stec, why do you rise?

SENATOR STEC: Thank you. |If the
sponsor would yield for a question, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: A qui ck
guestion, do you yield?

SENATOR STEC: A qui ck question. |
hope.

SENATOR KRUEGER: I will answer a
gui ck questi on.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you. Good
nor ni ng, Senat or Krueger.

I n previous di scussion about the
anount of policy that's in the budget with
anot her col |l eague of ours, you nmade reference to
the progress that had been made over the weekend
and that some policy itens that were under
di scussi on have, quote, fallen off the table.

| was just wondering if you could
enlighten us and the 20 mIlion New Yorkers what
those itenms m ght be, since the budget's 24 days
| ate and everyone's curious to know what's goi ng
on with the budget.

Thank you.

SENATOR KRUEGER: " msorry, no, |
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don't have a master list. And | think quite a
few of them have already hit the press. So |
woul d say that the housi ng package of the
Governor is one of the itenms that she has pulled
back on. | think there are a nunber of other
itens that she's al ready announced she's pulled
back on.

And | apol ogi ze that there's no
others that are just junping to ny mnd right
now. But again, | think anything that is known
has al so al ready been shared through the press,
because there are no secrets in this town and
they're pretty good at tracking what's happeni ng.

SENATCR STEC: Madam Presi dent, if
t he sponsor would yield for one quick foll ow up.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: WIIl you
yield for a quick question?

SENATOR KRUEGER: If it's a
fol |l ow up, yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,

Senat or Krueger.
Can you give us an update on where

we stand at this nonent with bail reform since
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that was the one that's been nost tal ked about?
| still think there's a cloud of uncertainty over
what we're doing on crimnal justice.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So | do not
believe that has fallen off the table.

| do believe that there are changes
in crimnal justice that will be part of the
final budget bills. But it is not necessarily ny
bailiwick, so | do not actually have details I
can share yet.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or St ec.

Senat or Tedi sco.

SENATOR TEDI SCO WI1l the sponsor
yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, will you yield for a quick question?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: | * m addi ng
"quick. "

SENATOR TEDI SCO, Senat or
Krueger --

SENATOR KRUEGER: Look at the
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clock. Just -- we have the 12 o' cl ock deadli ne,
sorry. A very quick question.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Over the years
t here have been ot her budgets that have been
late. And at that time there were separate
bodi es here who were controll ed by your side of
the aisle, others were controlled by our side of
the aisle, so that Republicans bl anme Denocrats,
Denocrats bl ane Republ i cans.

But this is kind of different. Your
party controls all sides of the aisle --
super-majority here, super-ngjority in the
Assenbly. You've got the Governor, the sane
affiliation for you.

Whose fault is it that we're here
goi ng on four weeks late with the budget this
time? Because it can't be our affiliation,
because we don't control any part of the system
here.

SENATOR KRUECGER: Vell, we all ran
for office, and we're all the governnment. So |
al ways ook in the mrror every norning and say
now | 'mpart of the problem And | think at a
certain level all of us are. W do not have a

perfect system of government. Denpbcracy is a
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del i cate bal ance -- denocracy, snmall D, not party

affiliation. So we have not perfected how we get
great budgets done on tinme each year.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Very qui ckly,
Senat or Sanders has a --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Excuse ne,
Senat or Tedi sco. Senator Tedi sco.

Senat or Tedi sco, are you aski ng
Senat or Krueger to yield?

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: | don't
t hi nk she was fini shed.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Last question,
very qui ckly.

Senator Sanders has a bill to
penal i ze the Governor the way we're purportedly
penal i zed, to delay her salary. |Is that an
i ndi cation that you and he and your conference
bel i eve she's responsi bl e?

SENATOR KRUECGER: Oh, | have not
had a discussion with ny conference. | signed
onto the bill, but I can't speak for anyone el se.

And it is 12 o' cl ock,

Madam President, so | think I can't answer any

nor e questi ons.
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SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 17. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 57.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this point
we're going to stand at ease while we have

respective party conferences.
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There will be an i mmedi ate neeting
of the Denocratic Conference in Room 332.

And pl ease recogni ze Senator Lanza.

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent
there will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Republ i can Conference in Room 315.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
stands at ease.

There will be respective neetings of
t he Senate conferences.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 12:02 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
12:52 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .

At this tine can we return to the
suppl ement al cal endar, renove the | ay-aside that
was placed tenporarily on Cal endar Nunber 627,
and take that bill up, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
627, Senate Print 6454, |ndependent Redistricting
Conmmi ssion, an act to amend the State Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 627, voting in the negative:
Senat or Lanza.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let me rem nd ny
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col | eagues we're going back into a Denocratic
conf erence upon adj our nnent .

On that, | nove to adjourn unti
tomorrow, Tuesday, April 25th, at 3:00 p. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
stands adjourned until tonorrow, April 25th, at
3:00 p.m

(Wher eupon, at 12:53 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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