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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Readi ng of
t he Jour nal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Thur sday, March 30, 2023, the Senate nmet pursuant
to adjournnent. The Journal of Wdnesday,
March 29, 2023, was read and approved. On
notion, the Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or St avi sky
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 1060A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 1043A, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 153.

Senat or Krueger noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, Assenbly Bill
Nunmber 3002 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 4002, Third Readi ng Cal endar 587.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: So
or der ed.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Amendnments are offered to the
foll owi ng Third Readi ng Cal endar bills:

By Senator Parker, Cal endar Nunber
233, Senate Print 2474,

By Senator Conrie, Cal endar Nunber
447, Senate Print 630.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
amendnents are received, and the bills wll
retain their place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up previously adopted Resol ution 605, by
Senator Bailey, read that resolution's title, and
recogni ze Senator Bail ey.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution

605, by Senator Bail ey, nourning the death of

Bobby Cal dwel |, rusic industry icon, brilliant
artist, and inspiration to mllions around the
wor | d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Bail ey on the resol ution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

"What You Wn't Do For Love" -- it's
a statenment. One of the best |ove songs of al
time by one of ny favorite artists of all tine,
Bobby Caldwell. We lost himlast week.

But there's a really interesting

story about Bobby Caldwell. You know, Bobby
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Cal dwel | was a worl d-renowned artist who nade a
| ot of incredible nusic, but he was what they
called a "blue-eyed soul"” singer. And "blue-eyed

soul," for those of you who don't know, is when
soul nusic is sung by people who are not
necessarily African-American, Madam Presi dent.

And nusic is one of those things
that can unify all of us, regardl ess of what we
| ook like. And I think Bobby Cal dwell teaches us
never to judge a book by its cover. Because the
story is, as |legend would have it -- but actually
as it would be true -- is that the record
executives did not think that Black audi ences
woul d |i ke Bobby Cal dwell because he was a white
man. But he sung with such soul

So when his al bum cane out, they
took a picture of himthat he |iked, and they
actually had a silhouette of him so that you
woul d not be able to tell whether -- that he was
not an African-Anerican. And as |egend would
have it, he went to a concert and the audience
was stunned that Bobby Caldwell in fact was not
Bl ack.

But again, Madam President, it shows

that soul is soul. And if you have it in your
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soul, it doesn't matter what you | ook |ike or
where you conme from Because "What You Wn't Do
For Love" is one of the greatest songs of al
time. And one of our also dearly departed
artists, DMX -- hailing fromyour town of
Yonkers, New York, Madam President -- "Wat You
wn't Do For Love" was DMX' s favorite song. And

he would sing it at karaoke places. It's been
wor | d-renowned on the internet. [It's pretty
awesone.

And | speak about hip-hop -- Bobby
Cal dwel | was sanpled by so nany artists in using
i nterpolations of his nmusic. And he continues to
l[ive on in -- on a hunorous note, there's a
conmedi an call ed KevOnStage, and he did a bit
about the day that he found out that Bobby
Cal dwel | in fact wasn't Bl ack, that he al npst
cal l ed out of work because it was so shocki ng and
SO surprising.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR BAI LEY: But we shoul dn't
be surprised that nusic has the transfornmative
power to change |ives and to change perceptions
of individuals. And sonetines maybe it takes

that sil houette for us to realize that we al
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have conmon ground that we can build upon

The last thing I'll say is that the
week before -- excuse ne, that sane day -- the
day before Bobby Cal dwell died on Tuesday, | was
com ng up here on Monday and | was listening to
shuffle, and it had Bobby Caldwell's song "Open

Your Eyes," which was sanpled by the arti st
Common in his song "The Light." And may we all
open our eyes to the great w zardry of
Bobby Cal dwel |, who left us far too soon.

And, you know, I'Il rap on the fl oor
but 1'Il never sing on the floor,
Madam Presi dent, but "What You Won't Do for Love"
is one of the nost incredible |ove songs ever.
| f you've never heard of it, | would inplore you
to go to whatever streanmng service that it is
that you have -- or if you have the vinyl, it
sounds even cl earer and cl eaner.

But thank you, Madam President.
vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Bail ey.

The resol ution was previously
adopted on March 28t h.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we now nove
on to previously adopted Resolution 614, also by
Senator Bailey, read that resolution's title, and
once agai n recogni ze Senator Bail ey.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
614, by Senator Bail ey, nourning the death of
WIllis Reed, |egendary Hall of Fanme Center for
t he Chanpi onshi p New York Kni cks, cel ebrated
NBA Al |l -Star, MWP, and Captai n.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Bail ey on the resol ution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

Madam President. This is ny Ti m Kennedy

i mpr essi on.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: Where's TK?
Where's TK?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: Ch, man.

But 50 years ago, if you know -- if
you know anyt hi ng about ne, you know I |ove rap
nmusi ¢ and you know | |ove the New York Knicks.

And it's been 50 years since we won our | ast
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chanpionship. | think we're going to win it this
year, Madam President. | hope so. Hope springs
et er nal

But one of the driving forces in the
1970 and 1972 chanpi onshi ps was The Capt ai n,
WIllis Reed. W lost hima couple of weeks ago.
One of the nost pivotal nonments of |ike Knick fan
| ore, or fandom -- even though | wasn't around, |
read about it -- was in Gane 7 of the 1970
chanpi onship. See, Gane 6 he had sustained a
severe injury to his thigh. It was later found
out that it was going to be a tear of his thigh
And they did not think that WIllis would be able
to play, nmuch | ess play successfully.

WIllis linped out on the court to
one of the nobst raucous crowd noi ses ever in
Madi son Square Garden, the world's nost fanous
arena, and he scored the first two baskets of the
game. And rarely ever would you say that four
points in a basketball gane woul d change the
course of not just a gane, not just a series, but
history. But WIlis Reed' s two buckets in the
openi ng m nutes of that game changed the
trajectory of the New York Knick franchi se.

He played 27 minutes in that gane,
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and he didn't have the greatest stat l|ine, but
the fact that the intangible thing that

happened -- (child scream ng in bal cony) -- nmaybe
there are sone Celtic fans or Brooklyn Nets fans
here --

(Laughter.)

SENATCR BAI LEY: And | under st and,
| under st and.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR BAI LEY: You know, but this
is the Knicks' year, so.

But WIlis Reed was affectionately
known as The Captain. And sonetines when you're
in a | eadership position, you don't have to have
the greatest stat lines. You don't have to score
the nost points or get the nost rebounds or the
nost assists. Just your presence sonetines wll
i nspire those.

And | think WIllis Reed's
presence -- and | would say | know WIllis Reed's
presence, by virtue of the interviews that have
happened since, with other |egends |ike Walt
"Clyde" Frazier and Earl "The Pearl"” Monroe and
Dave DeBusschere and Bill Bradl ey and so many

ot her Knick | egends. And they said that
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WIllis Reed' s presence on the court that day gave
them a rush, that they knew that they can beat

t hose Lakers. Those Lakers that were anchored by
one of the greatest also of all tine, WIt
Chanberlain. And that teamwas no -- there were
no slouches. And so for WIlis Reed to be able
to play and do that was incredible.

He had a -- he went on to coach, he
went on to be an executive in the front office
with the New York Knicks, and he did a | ot of
comunity, you know, give-backs in his tine. But
| would just say that, you know, he -- you know,
sonetimes in this towmn -- New York City is, |
think, the greatest sports town ever. And |
happen to believe that when the New York Knicks
are good, there is nothing like it in the entire
city. And we've been waiting 50 years for a
chanpi onship in New York City, and |I'm hopefu
that when we get that, there's going to be
sonmebody el se who rises to the occasion |ike
The Captain did.

So may God bl ess the nmenory of
WIllis Reed, No. 19, born out of Louisiana, went
to an HBCU, historically Black college or

university -- you know, very inportant to note
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that. And WIlis, you know, if you're a

Kni ck fan, you know that No. 19, The Captain,
he's going to live forever in Knick fan |ore.
And nmaybe when we wi n the chanpi onship and we go
on to -- go to the Canyon of Heroes soon,

Madam Presi dent, we can hold up a banner in his
honor .

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Bail ey.

Senat or Sepul veda on the resol ution.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent, for allowing nme to speak on this
resol ution.

| remenber -- first of all, | have
not hi ng but the utnost respect for my coll eague
on his choice of the Knicks. | question his
choi ce on baseball, being a New York Mets fan,
but that's for another discussion.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: | renmenber
being six years old in 1970 and wal king into the
living room where they had the bl ack-and-white
TVs, and ny uncles screaming at the top of their

| ungs because sone guy naned WIllis Reed was
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com ng back into the gane -- | remenber WIt
Chanber | ai n apparently had 45 points, 27 rebounds
in Gane 6 -- so he went to the coach and says
"Put ne in no matter what."

It was at that nonent that | fell in
| ove with the gane of basketball. And | was so
honored when the Knicks won again in 1973.

But | don't think many peopl e know
that WIlis Reed was al so Rooki e of the Year, he
was an MVP, and he was an executive in
basketbal |, one of the first ones, and also a
person who fought for civil rights and soci al
justice throughout his entire life.

And so | have nothing but the utnost
respect for Wllis Reed. He will always live in
Knick lore, and hopefully the Knicks in the
i medi ate future will win the title, although I'm
not too hopeful.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Sepul veda.

The resol ution was previously
adopted on March 28t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
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Madam Pr esi dent .

To correct the record,

Senat or Bailey has the best taste in sports teans
of all sports.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: And | know he
woul d i ke to open these resol utions for
cosponsor shi p, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor on the
resol utions, please notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he readi ng of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
153, Assenbly Print Nunber 1060A, by
Assenbl ynmenber Paulin, an act to amend the
Education Law and the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This

act shall take effect 18 nonths after it shal
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have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick to explain her vote.

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

| have sonme concerns regarding this
bill. | understand the purpose, and |I do appl aud
that. However, as a nom of four who -- you know,
we have various health issues that are
contraindi cated by sone of these drugs that are
being able to be prescribed. And the scenario
that | can see is that a mnor could go to a
phar maci st and get hornone repl acenment drugs or
hor none contraceptives and then not have the --
and opt out of the ability for the pharmacist to
consult with their primary care physician.

Sonme of these drugs have, you know,
bl ood-clotting i ssues and ot her
contraindications. And without the ability for a
pharmaci st to then consult with a primary care
physician, | think we're putting our mnors in

great jeopardy to have other nedica
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contrai ndi cati ons.

So for that reason, |I'mvoting no on
this bill. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick to be recorded in the
negati ve.

Senat or Stavi sky to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Yes, thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

In response, let ne just say that
with the repeal of Roe v. Wade, there has to be
an opportunity for wonen to access birth control,
and this is one nethod.

There are a | ot of safeguards in
this legislation. For exanple, the pharnmacist,
when he di spenses the drugs, has to do a
sel f-screeni ng questionnaire for the client, for
the patient to fill out. There are additional
safeguards. He nmust within 72 hours refer the
patient to her primary care provider. And if
there is none -- and he notifies the primary care
provi der.

There are a | ot of safeguards. The

nost inmportant one, | think, is that he can
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refuse to fill the prescription.

So for all of these reasons,
Madam Presi dent, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Stavi sky to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 153, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Lanza,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads,
Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk. Also Senator Martinez.

Ayes, 48. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
265, Senate Print 527, by Senator Thomas, an act
to amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 265, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 62. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
349, Senate Print 2796, by Senator Breslin, an
act to anmend the |Insurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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408, Senate Print 2088, by Senator Kavanagh, an
act to anmend the CGeneral Obligations Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 408, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Lanza,
Martins, Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Skoufis, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
439, Senate Print 2820, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 439, voting in the negative:
Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 62. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
459, Senate Print 945, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anmend the El ection Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2126

the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunber 459, those Senators voting in the

negative are Senators Borrell o,

Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,

Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
488, Senate Print 4742A, by Senat or Cooney, an
act to anend the Al coholic Beverage Control Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
498, Senate Print 3392, by Senator May, an act to
amend the Elder Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | want to thank ny coll eagues.
| want to thank the Aging chair for having
brought this bill forward.

Natural ly occurring retirenent
comunities, or NORCs, are a wonderful New York
State invention. They started in sone of the big
hi gh-rise apartnment buildings in New York City,
where a ot of famlies noved in at the sane tine

when the buildings were built, and then they aged
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together in those buildings. And eventually you
had a critical mass of people who were fairly

el derly and in need of services of various Kkinds.
And rat her than noving themall to other kinds of
retirement communities, they banded together and
got services right there in their buildings.

And we in this state codified this
into law as a -- as sonething we were going to
support. And it expanded to sonething called
Nei ghborhood NORCs as well. So there are sone
residential devel opments upstate that have been
designated as NORCs. But in a city |ike mne,
where we don't have high-rise apartnent
bui | di ngs, we have snaller apartnent buil dings,
it's harder to create a NORC by the way the
statute is created.

So | amvery proud that we are now
opening this innovation, this wonderful New York
tradition, to some of our smaller cities and
communities all across the state that nay | ook a
little different fromthe comunities where they
originally started.

So | amvery pleased that we are
passing this today, and excited that this

opportunity will be available to seniors across

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2129

this state.

And | vote aye. Thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Cleare to explain her vote.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank Senator May for this
very inportant bill.

And | rise not only to comend us
for passing this out of ny cormittee, because it
wi || expand what NORCs are considered to be, but
al so it provides standards for the w nding down
of NORC communities to nake sure that people are
not left without services. And you know, we're
going to be inform ng residents where they can
get comensurate supportive services.

| think it's so inportant that we
hel p our seniors age in place, help themstay in
t he nei ghbor hoods that they know and they're
famliar with. So | amvery happy to support
this bill, and | proudly vote aye and ask
everyone el se to do the sane.

Thank you. Thank you, Senator May.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2130

Cleare to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
525, Senate Print 4790, by Senator Rivera, an act
to amend the Social Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 525, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o, Rhoads and
Wl czyk.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
535, Senate Print 4505A, by Senator Liu, an act
to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Chu to explain her vote.

SENATOR CHU: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| would like to thank Senator Liu
for introducing this inportant piece of
| egi sl ation that acknow edges and respects the
di versity of students throughout the State of
New Yor k.

Qur state is made up of various
cultures, religions and experiences, and that's
the beauty of New York. And that's why it is so
i mportant to protect those who have been
historically targeted for their religious

practice.
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School s are a place of |earning and
fostering positive environnents, but for sone
this is not the reality. And it is our
responsibility to change that for the better.
Particularly as we are in the mddl e of Ramadan,
we seek to respect the observance of these
students and ensure that they are protected from
all fornms of discrimnation.

And |'m proud to be a cosponsor of
this bill. For these reasons, | vote aye.

So thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Chu to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
547, Senate Print 3354, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 547, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o, Helmng, Mirray,
O Mara, Ott, Wal czyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 7.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
587, Assenbly Print Number 3002, Assenbly Budget
Bill, an act naking appropriations for the |egal
requi renents of the state debt service.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is laid aside.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we pl ease
nove to the controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
587, Assenbly Print Number 3002, Assenbly Budget
Bill, an act naking appropriations for the |egal
requi renents of the state debt service.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
O Mara, why do you rise?

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Madam Presi dent. Through you, if | believe
Senat or Krueger would yield for a few questions
on this.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Good afternoon
Senat or. Thank you.

Now, this bill is the first budget
bill we're bringing to the floor of this budget
cycle, with probably another eight or nine or so
bills to cone.

How many of those other bills are
ready to proceed?

SENATOR KRUECGER: | don't believe

any of the other bills have gone to print yet,
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Madam Pr esi dent .

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam Presi dent, if Senator Krueger woul d
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or Krueger
have the capital budget portions been agreed to
yet?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Agai n, none of
the bills have gone to print. Hence, everything
is still under negotiation except for the one
budget bill we have before us today.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam Presi dent, if Senator Krueger will continue
to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or Krueger

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2136

what is the outstandi ng debt obligation of
New York State?

SENATOR KRUEGER: St at e- support ed
debt is currently $58.5 billion for fiscal year
' 23.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam Presi dent, if Senator Krueger
will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, the
New York State Constitution requires that state
bondi ng be voter-approved. O that nearly
$60 billion figure you nmentioned, how nuch of
that has actually been approved by the voters of
New Yor k State?

SENATOR KRUEGER: The gener al
obligation debt is $2.2 billion, which has been
approved. The remaining debt are revenue bond
debts, which is $56.2 billion.

And you are incorrect -- a 1994

case, Schul z versus State of New York
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establi shed the state's revenue bond fi nance
programand its financing is in fact

constitutional debt and therefore is not a

probl em

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam Presi dent, if Senator Krueger will continue
to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Did the voters of
New York have any say in that additional revenue
bond debt that you nentioned in the $50 billion
range?

SENATOR KRUECGER: The voters of the
State of New York have sonething to say about
what is in our Constitution. And when chall enged
in court as to whether this was constitutional,
the courts ruled it was constitutional.

So | think it's reasonable to say
that the people of New York did have a say in our
Constitution and what it decides.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
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Through you, Madam President, if
Senat or Krueger will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or Krueger
how much non- st ate-obligated debt is there
t hrough the various authorities of New York
State? How much is that? M figures tell ne
it's in the range of $330 billion.

SENATOR KRUEGER: W believe it's
approximately 224 billion through the
authorities. So a bit |ower than your nunbers
show.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Through you, Madam President, would
Senat or Krueger continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: How much of

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2139

that -- whether you're right at 230 billion or ny

figure is right at 330 billion, or sonmewhere in
bet ween -- how much of that has been approved by
the voters of New York State?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So of that,

roughly 60 billion is the state-supported debt.

And the remaining is -- so the remaining is under

the authority of the individual public
authorities to issue the debt. So that does not
go before the voters.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Madam President. |f Senator Krueger wl|l
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

But | just want to clarify ny |ast
sentence. It's not technically state debt when
it goes through the authorities.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

So, Senator, it's not technically
state debt. And we're talking authorities |ike
the MIA, the Thruway Authority and ot her ones.
Those are probably two of the bigger ones that

people are famliar wth.
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What is the obligation of New York
State and New York State taxpayers to pay that
debt ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Excuse ne. Just
to make sure |'munderstandi ng the question
correctly, that is assum ng that for some reason
the authorities were to default on their
obligations? |Is that the question?

SENATCR O MARA: Yes, that's the
guesti on.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

So ny understanding is that if an
authority defaults on its debt, the
responsibility is the authority's, not the
State of New York.

It brings up an excel |l ent question,
which | think is the really core of this
di scussion today: What if governnments fail to
pay their debts? And unfortunately, the answer
is crisis. Banks fail. Recessions start.
People lose their jobs. Pensioners are
di sproportionately invested in bonds,
underwitten bonds the State of New York bonds
t hrough our authorities. Truly, there would be

statewide crisis if not actually, with a state
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t he size of New York, national crisis.

So this is why |I'm asking ny
col | eagues today to please vote yes on this bill,
because | feel very strongly we can't possibly do
anything that would put at risk the State of
New York and the noney of so many people in the
State of New York if we failed to pay our debts
and if we started a train that we wouldn't be
able to stop of there being possible default on
debts owed by the State of New York or its
related authorities.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam Presi dent, if Senator Krueger will continue
to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: In Iight of that,
is there anything in this bill before us today
obligating the state to make paynents on the MIA
debt, the Thruway Authority debt, other
authorities' debt?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No specifics, no.
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SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam Presi dent, if Senator Krueger will continue
to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: | agree with you
Senator, that there certainly would be crisis if
any of these major authorities were to coll apse
in debt.

And while New York State itself and
New York State taxpayers are not be obligated as
guarantors of that debt, would there really, for
all intents and purposes, be any choice but the
state and the New York State taxpayers to step
up and take the obligation of making good on that
debt for those authorities?

SENATOR KRUECGER: Knock on wood, we
have not had that situation occur in the State of
New York. So | don't know how the State of
New Yor k woul d respond.

Since ny coll eague chose to use the

MIA as an exanple, | guess | would highlight that
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if the MTA were to be in so nuch trouble that it
were to default on any of its debt, it would
clearly nessage that the MIA was in a conplete
crisis and neltdown.

And since the econony of the
12 southern counties of this state are conpletely
dependent on a functioning MIA, that woul d by
definition trigger an econom c neltdown in the
12 southern counties of the state, which are
often referred to as the econoni c breadbasket of
t he state.

So | think sonmething |ike that not
only would be a statewide crisis but would
require the State of New York to come up with an
answer fast.

So, is there an obligation in |aw?
No. Would there be an obligation in the sense of
our responsibility to the people of New York
wherever they live, to make sure sonething like
this did not happen or then in fact dom no
t hroughout the state -- and, | would argue, if it
was the MIA, the entire nultistate region? Yes,
| think we would be required to take action to
make sure that didn't happen.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
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Senat or .

Madam Presi dent, if Senator Krueger
will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senator, | agree
with you, and | have no doubt that this body and
t he ot her house and the Governor would certainly

have to take action on that. Yet none of that

debt, | guess ny point is, has been really
approved by voters, although for all intents and
pur poses we'll be nmaking good on it if need be.

But for all that authorities' debt
that's out there, none of that is accounted for
inthis bill before us today that has
appropriation authority of up to $15.6 billion
for paynment of the state's outstanding
obl i gations, correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: That's correct.

This bill is to guarantee to the
peopl e we owe noney to that we are going to

continue to pay noney to themas our state fisca
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year rolls over to the next fiscal year. So it
is to assure the people who we have borrowed
nmoney from and owe that noney to that we are good
for our commtnents, there is no reason for them
to be concerned that the State of New York wil|
not continue to pay the debts we owe them

And those are the nunbers within
this bill because those are the nonies we, the
State of New York, owe them from our Ceneral Fund
budget and ot her categories within the budget.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Madam Presi dent, through you, if the
Senator will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Yes, the
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: So ny reading of
the bill with the $15.6 billion of paynent
authority in this bill, it -- there's only really
clarified paynents of about 3.5 billion to
actual ly be nade throughout the course of the

fiscal year out of that authority of
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15.6 billion.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Basical ly
correct. W show 15.7, of which 3.5 billion is
cash. But |'mprepared to, you know, agree --
0.6, 0.7, about the same, yes.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Through you, Madam President, if
Senat or Krueger will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: | woul d agree that
may well be a rounding error, up or down, to get
to that.

But anyway, so that |eaves a gap of
slightly over $12 billion for what we're
anti ci pati ng payi ng throughout the course of the
year than what we're approving to be paid over
the course of the year.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Appr oxi mat el y,
yes.

SENATOR O MARA: Does that --
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t hrough you, Madam President, if Senator Krueger
woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or,
do you continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Then does t hat
roughly $12 billion of gap there, does that
account for what's projected to be approved in
t he capital budgets that may be forthcom ng?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So this woul d
give us the authority to do this nmuch additi onal
borrow ng.

But we sincerely don't know the
exact nunbers because we haven't negotiated a
full budget, so it is quite possible that we
woul d be giving authority that would not be used
in the next year to actually borrow against.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Is this bil
giving authority to make paynments on what ever new
debt may conme out of the budget this year in
paynents on that obligation?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes. Al though
you usually don't end up having to start the
paynents in the sane nonths that you' re borrow ng
noney. So conceivably there would be sone
initial interest paynents on noney that was
borrowed in the fiscal year, but usually you're

tal ki ng about paying that noney out in the

outyears.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam Presi dent, if Senator Krueger will continue
to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Wul d you agree
that -- the figure | have is that there's

basically a projection in the draft budgets that
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are out there now that there woul d be anot her new
about $9.8 billion in new debt if the budget
bills actually come in kind of where we are now?

SENATOR KRUEGER: That's the
Governor's nunber, not our nunber. So we
sincerely don't know what the final nunber wll
be at this tine.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam Presi dent, if Senator Krueger would vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: What is that
nunmber in the Senate's one-house bill, as far as
proj ect ed new debt ?

SENATOR KRUECGER: I n our one-house,
we believe that the approxi mate borrow ng woul d
be 10 billion.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
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continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: In the projected
3.5 billion of estimted paynments that's being
approved in this bill, how nuch of that is
paynments going towards the $8 billion
Unenpl oynment | nsurance Fund | oan that we owe the
federal governnent?

SENATOR KRUEGER: The unenpl oynent
fund is a conpletely separate issue and set of
responsibilities, so none of this noney rel ates
to payi ng back the federal |oans to the
unenpl oynment fund.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

On the bill, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
O Mara on the bill.

SENATOR O MARA: | certainly concur
and fully support this house taking action on our
obligation to pay the debt that we have
out st andi ng.

And t hose paynents here are roughly
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in the range of $3.5 billion. However, this

aut hori zation goes far beyond that to provide
appropriation authority of $15.6 billion, in
excess of $12 billion -- for what, we don't know.
We don't have the budget bills before us to know
what that's going to be, and we certainly want to
pay our bills that are due.

So not that this bill initself is
premat ure, because we're going to pass the budget
deadline in about 11 hours fromnow. W clearly
will not have a budget, so we want to make it
clear to our lenders that the state is going to
make good on its obligations. But those paynents
for the year at this point are about
$3.5 billion, $12 billion less than what's being
approved through appropriation in this bill.

And yet even with that, none of the
$8 billion owed to the federal governnent for our
Unenpl oynment | nsurance Fund is being paid for
t hrough this debt service bill.

So | would urge a no vote, a no vote
on this bill as a whole. | certainly support the
paynent and approval of paying our obligations of
the 3.5 billion and think that this body shoul d

be approving that today, at the el eventh hour of
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when a budget is due, because we can al ways cone
back and amend this at the tine we're passing the
rest of the budgets, particularly the capital
portions of the budget, that will change what the
bondi ng m ght be throughout the year and what the
paynents m ght be.

And | don't think we need a gap on
our obligation of 3.5 billion, that we need
anot her 12 billion approval on top of that at
this point.

Thank you, Madam President. | would
urge a no vote and that this bill be anended to
cover the 3.5 billion at this point and then
nodi fi ed, anmended, as we get the rest of the
budget put together. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or O Mar a.

Senat or Wl czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | wonder if the chair on Finance
woul d yield for some questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUECGER: O course | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Yes, the
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Do we have a
financial plan for '23-'"24 in witing right now
for the State of New York?

SENATOR KRUEGER: W have the
Governor's proposed, with her Executive Budget.
We have the version we gave out to you for our
one-house. |'msure the Assenbly had one al so.

But since we continue to negotiate
pretty nuch all of the revenue and expenses for
the State of New York for the com ng year, no, we
do not have a final one.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: When was the | ast
public hearing on any of these budget bills or
this process?

SENATOR KRUECGER: You nean the | ast

budget hearing?
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, we sat in
t he room t oget her --

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, | remenber,
|"mjust trying to renmenber the | ast date.
want to say it was -- the 27th? The 27th of
February, | believe.

Do you know the answer? WAs this a
test question? | spent a |lot of days in that
room

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam President, | think it was right around the
end of February, begi nning of March, | think was
the last time we heard fromthe public on this
budget, a nonth ago.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Ch, no. W keep
hearing fromthe public on this budget. | could
give you ny emails fromliterally when |'ve been
in this room

March 1st was the | ast hearing,
excuse ne.

SENATOR WALCZYK: March 1st.

Through you, Madam President, would
t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or

Krueger, do you continue to yield?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So this is the
fist budget bill that we're taking up, the debt
service bill. Are the other nine or 10 bills in
print today as we take this up?

SENATOR KRUEGER: You know, |
bel i eve Senator O Mara asked ne that question and
| said this was the only bill in print today.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So this is the
debt service bill in the State of New York. This
pays the state's nortgages and | oans to the tune
of $66 billion. It also pays the m nimumon the
state's credit card.

And what this body is bringing
forward here today is asking that credit card to
increase our limt wthout knowi ng what we are
even going to spend. The CGovernor proposed
$127 billion; you proposed 136 billion.

This is not your noney. This is not
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the Governor's noney. This is not your debt that
you're accruing or planning for. This is not an
increase in a credit card that you have in your
wallet. This is the increase of the taxpayer of
the State of New York in the future generations
inthis state. It belongs to your children, your
grandchi l dren, and your grandchildren's
grandchi | dren.

Do you think this state should pay
the bills? O course. Yeah, we think we should
pay the bills. But this budget is due at
m dni ght tonight. W have no idea what the
spending plan is. Nothing is in print. And we
haven't heard fromthe public, as you can hear,
officially on what any plan is. Sure, you hear
f eedback, but it's feedback into darkness,
because there's been no public hearings in over a
nont h.

There's a total |ack of
transparency, and there's absolutely no excuse
for it. You' re spending other people' s noney and
you' re assum ng debt on their behalf w thout a
spendi ng pl an.

Madam Presi dent, | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
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Tedi sco on the bill.
SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

The fact that this is the debt

service bill, where there's really not nuch
debate about this on your side, | don't think,
and nine other parts of the bill are not ready to

be di scussed on behal f of the people of State of
New York -- | hate to have to say this to you
but arguably you have failed to do the nost
i mportant thing you are elected to do, and that
is pass a good, bal anced, tinmely budget which
hel ps the quality of life in the State of
New York and nakes sure we keep people in this
st at e.

And | think we all realize that al
| evers of power are controlled by ny coll eagues
on that side and the coll eagues on the other side
in the Assenbly, and the Governor.
Super-majorities. You' ve been given a
super-majority in this house, in the Assenbly a
super-majority. You have a Governor of your
affiliation. If | had to define the process to
get to this point, we don't know what the final

process will look like right now W know this
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is a part of it, this debt service.

And | want to tell you, many of us
along the way in relationship to this bill have
not voted for this debt. Wen you listen to the
Conmptrol l er, he tal ks about how about paying as
you go al ong on occasion? W just had a
$4.2 billion infrastructure environnmental bond
t hat was passed which added to debt. W got nore
debt here. |If | had to define the process to get
to this point, it's kind of like the Titanic
nmoving towards the iceberg. Now, it |ooks like
it"s in slownotion, but it is going full steam
But one caveat left. You' re not rearranging the
chairs, you're rearranging |ess than the chairs
on the Titanic. You're doing |less than that
right nowto get to this point with that mnuch
power .

You all had the understandi ng of
when the budget should be passed. You all had an
under st andi ng of what the differences are with
t he Governor, with you and the Assenbly. And
right now we're standing here with | ess than
one-tenth of the budget, or maybe one-tenth of
t he budget being done, noving into we don't know

how many days it's going to be |ate.
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So | have to tell you, first of all
|"mnot going to vote for paying a debt service
on debt that | and | think nmy constituents didn't
agree to, because not much of this was put on the
ballot to vote for nmy constituents. But, | nean,
the process itself is arguably the worst you
coul d have had with all that power.

| f you can't get the single nost
i mportant thing you' re expected to do in a tinely
fashion, controlling both houses and the
Governor, | think if we lost 319,000 people |ast
year, we're going to | ose 600,000 in the upcom ng
year, because they're tal ki ng about they can't
afford to live here anynore.

Not one of these bills spends |ess
than $7 billion. You're spending up to
$16 billion nmore when you conbi ne what the
Governor wants to spend -- and |I'mnot sure
they' re doing that nuch better in the Assenbly.

So I"'mnot going to be voting for
this. And | want to see what it |ooks |ike when
you hit that iceberg and the chairs of the deck
go flying off the ship and you inpact our quality
of life even worse and that bl eeding continues to

happen.
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So, very disappointed that the
budget's not in place. M constituents sent ne
here to tell you that. And we're very hopeful
that you can | ook back and really | ook at the
fact you're not just Senators, you' re not just
Assenbl ypeopl e, you're representatives. Wat
does a representative do? It listens to its
constituents. Every survey, every poll says the
two top areas -- affordability, we can't afford
to live here, and public safety.

You took the one thing out so far
that the Governor put in here which nmade sone
sense. Forty-nine other states do it, talk about
t he dangerousness of those individuals before our
j udges and giving themthe opportunity to have
di scretion. You took that out of the budget.

So you' re doubling down so far --
want to see the final analysis -- on the two nost
important things in the surveys that our
constituents are talking to us about. [It's not
only Republicans. On those two nobst inportant
i ssues, it's Denpcrats and Republi cans.

So | can't be confident in voting
for this, and I'mcertainly not confident going

forward, fromwhat |'ve seen in the process.
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Thank you, Madam Speaker.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

So | realize the argunent is we have
to pay our debts. And that's about $3.5 billion.
Yet we're opening up a line of credit for
15.6 billion. And as Senator O Mara pointed out,
we really have no idea where that noney's going.

What makes this egregious, in ny
opinion, is the fact that New York State opened
up a line of credit for $11 billion on behal f of
every busi ness owner in New York State, every
smal | busi ness owner and everyone el se. (Governor
Kat hy Hochul didn't address it in her budget,
didn't address it at all. CQur Senate one-house
didn't address it. But we're saying, Well, you
know what, we m ght need another $12 billion for
somet hi ng el se.

And what makes that particularly
concerning for me at this nmonment is that there's
really been no novenent on deciding what we're
going to spend. And you're saying now, to al

t he people out there, all the people that cone
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into the halls here and demand nore free stuff,
that there's an extra $12 billion for you to
spend on nore free stuff. And that's why this is
i rresponsi bl e.

It's irresponsi bl e because we're
opening up this line of credit while we have yet
to address the fact that every single business
owner, every single enployer is paying an extra
$200 per enpl oyee just because of the debt that
was racked up on their behalf by state
government. And we've ignored that debt. And
we' ve continued to ignore that debt.

So how can we say we're going to
lend a little bit nore, spend a little bit nore,
when we can't even tell you what we're going to
be spending it on?

| vote no. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we've agreed to return this bill to the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger to explain her vote.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

| want to thank all mny coll eagues,
and for the dial ogue today.

| just want to reinforce sone people
have a frustration with the other bills of the
budget, but we're not on the other bills of the
budget. But we will get there.

And what it is really inportant
today to understand is this bill says let's keep
payi ng our debt. And yes, it has appropriation
| anguage that would allow us to borrow, but only
if within the other bills of the budget we decide
to do so. So it doesn't nean that noney is going
to be spent or how that noney is going to be
spent, because that's not what's before us today.

But | want to reinforce -- and it
was nentioned that why should | vote yes, nmaybe
this wasn't even debt | had signed on to. Wll,

| was in the Mnority here many nore years than
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|"ve been in the Majority here, and every year we
do a bill like this, and every year | voted yes,
whether in the Mnority or the Majority, because
| actually do understand, and |I'm hopi ng everyone
understands, to not conmt to paying our debts
woul d be basically the biggest financial crisis
we coul d imagi ne setting up for oursel ves.

The | ast state to default on its
obl i gations was Arkansas in 1933. It took them
over 40 years to dig thenmselves out of the crisis
that was created by that, and it was created
during the Depression. So it's been a long tine.

There are other countries around the
wor |l d that have gone into sovereign debt crises,
very often because of civil war or collapse of
t he governnent or conplete coll apse of their
econonmi ¢ structure, and then the storylines just
get worse and worse fromthere.

W are literally watching, in
Washi ngton, D.C., a debate continue of whether
the federal governnment is going to raise its debt
ceiling to avoid a crisis that -- there's data
showi ng the inpact on New York State alone if
that i ssue doesn't get addressed.

So we can have our partisan fights,
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and we're supposed to. W can di sagree about
what's in the overall budget, expenditures and
revenues, and we're supposed to. W can agree we
don't want to be late, and we are running a
little late. But we should also admt that's
happened before, and thanks to options we have
avai l abl e, frankly other than us not getting
pai d, everybody else in the State of New York
will continue to get paid, and the state w |
continue to function.

Even though | agree, | would prefer
to be closer to the actual deadline. But | also
prefer a good budget to a budget | am not happy
with.

But if we were to actually sonmehow
change the outcone of this vote today -- and |
hope we won't -- and say no, we're not going to
pass the debt service bill, we are not going
continue to nake our paynents, | think one could
confortably say it would be the worst vote any
i ndividual in this house ever took. Because what
t hey woul d be unl eashing woul d be a Pandora's box
that I"'mnot sure if we would know how to cl ose.

So | amurging nmy coll eagues, even

if they've had their discussion about the
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i nperfection of our entire system don't make it
worse by actually putting the State of New York
in a position where we wouldn't be legally able
to make good on our debt. Please vote yes.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Rhoads to explain his vote.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| think there probably is nothing
that is nore synbolic of Al bany under one-party
rul e than what we are seeing unfold before us
when it conmes to the State Budget.

We are supposed to have a budget in
10 hours and 43 mnutes fromnow Right now we
are debating Budget Bill No. 1. There is no hope
that there will be Budget Bills 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7,
8, 9 or 10 anytine in the near future. 1In fact,
we are probably nonments away, after we take this
vote, from gaveling out to come back on Monday --
conceding that there will be no budget by the
deadl i ne.

What we have before us, the only

thing we have before us to consider, is what
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New York is known for -- debt. And the bill
that's before us is not a bill to pay the debt
service on the debt that we owe. That's only
$3.5 billion. If this bill only had
$3.5 billion -- which, so the public understands,
is not to pay off the state's debt but nerely to
pay the interest that's owed on the state debt --
you woul d probably have 63 votes. But this isn't
a $3.5 billion bill. This is a $15.6 billion or
$15.7 billion bill. But what's a hundred mllion
dol | ars between friends, right?

Money that the taxpayers owe. Four
and a half times nore than what we actually need
to pay the state's debt. That's why there are

going to be "no" votes today. Because we're not
tal ki ng about what we owe, we're tal king about
prospectively what we may owe after we have a
chance to take a | ook at the eight or nine other
budget bills that are going to be advanced.

And this doesn't even address the
entirety of the state's debt -- 8.1 billion for
t he Unenpl oynent | nsurance Fund. Qur enpl oyers
are paying for that. The state's not paying for

that. W incurred the debt, and we're pushing it
of f.
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W nentioned the MTA.  The MIA is
henmorrhagi ng cash. They won't default, because
we keep going back to the taxpayers through
congestion pricing, through the MIA payrol
tax -- billions and billions of dollars that
we' re sucking out of our state's econony to keep
the entity afl oat.

The bottomline is I'"'mvoting no to
this bill today not because we want to default on
the state's obligations, but because we continue
to ignore that those obligations are being paid
by 20 mIlion people who are counting on us to do
our jobs. And we continue to keep themlast in
the equation instead of putting themfirst.

| ask you to record ny vote in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Rhoads to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Lanza to explain his vote.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| just want to join Senator Rhoads
in explaining ny vote in the sane way, basically.

You know, to clarify for the people

back hone, voting no is not sonme vote that is
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going to nore quickly usher in the apocal ypse
here. As has been said, we believe that we ought
to pay our past debts. This goes well beyond
that. The world will not come to an end if we
vote no here on this bill.

VWhat will happen, and what we're
suggesting, is let's cone back and do what

everyone i s saying we need to do, and that which

if we do not do, things will, you know, spira
out of control. Put a bill on the floor that
pays our past debt. Instead of putting a bill on

the floor that not only does that but gives --
you know, creates this new line of credit for
some future and | oom ng spendi ng spree, the
details of which no one in the State of New York
knows anyt hi ng about .

So, Madam President, |'mvoting no,
nmy col |l eagues are voting no not because this bill
pays the past debt, but because it goes well
beyond and puts the State of New York and its
people further in debt. And at the end of the
day, we know who gets the bill when that credit
card statenment conmes in. |It's handed to the
t axpayers, the people of the State of New York

That's why, Madam President, 1'Ill be
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voting in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Lanza to be recorded in the negative.

Senator G anaris to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
once again it falls to ne to correct the record
because of the m sstatenents of sone of ny
col |l eagues in the Mnority.

It is |aughable to suggest that
one-party rule is a cause of late budgets in this
state. It is a conplete ignorance of history and
even recent history of this state. The
Republ i cans controlled this State Senate for rmnuch
of the last century, and | ate budgets were a norm
up until recently. 1In fact, there was a tine in
t he ni neties when, under the Republican Majority
in the Senate, the budgets were late by four and
five months. W' re tal king about a couple of
days here.

So give nme a | arge break when you
try and suggest that that's because of one-party
rule in this state. Because when the Republicans
held the Majority, they did a |lot wirse. And by

t he way, they passed debt relief bills also as
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part of the budget process. Because that's what
happens, that's the responsible thing to do, and
that's what keeps the state functioning.

One of ny col | eagues nentioned or
made an analogy to the Titanic. Well, what
they' re suggesting in trying to defeat this bill
is not waiting for the iceberg, they would just
take out a drill, puncture the hull of the shinp,
and let it sink right now Because that is what
woul d happen if New York was unable to fulfill
its debt obligations.

So | understand it's frustrating to
be in the Mnority and not nake deci si ons about
the direction of this state. That's where the
voters put you all. W'Ill all have to live with
it. | was there once. It's not fun, | get it.
But let's make the rhetoric match the reality a
little bit nore.

| vote yes, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
G anaris to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 587, those Senators voting in the

negative are Senators Borrello
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Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
| nove to adjourn until Mnday, April 3rd, at
12: 00 noon, intervening days being |egislative
days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: On noti on,
t he Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
April 3rd, at 12:00 p.m, with the intervening
days being | egislative days.

(Whereupon, at 1:24 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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