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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Past or
Greg Merriweather, Calvary Baptist Church of
Haverstraw, New York, will deliver today's
i nvocati on.

Past or .

PASTOR MERRI VEATHER: There's an
old proverb that says: |If you want to go fast,
go alone; but if you want to go far, go together.
And it's in this spirit that we pray on today.

God in Heaven, we thank You for this
nmonment, this opportunity. Thank You for the
ability to gather together. And nost of all, we
thank You for life, health and strength. Every
day is a gift. So on this day we cel ebrate the
gift of comon mnds, we celebrate the gifts of
t hought s and opposi ng opinions. W celebrate the
gifts of all of Your children that's gathered

here in Creation on today.
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We can take deep breaths because we
don't have to worry about rmuch. Your word says
it true, that if You take care of the birds that
are in the trees, even such as a sparrow, we know
that You will watch over us.

So God, grant us the opportunity to
join together in unity. W pray for Your spirit,
that it would guide us, that it would give us
calm that it would give us direction. And nost
of all, it would give us protection.

We thank You again on today. Now
bl ess every person that's gathered, bless every
area that they represent, every hone, every
househol d. Bless themas they conme together to
do the business of the State of New York

And it's in Your nanme, Jesus, that
we pray.

Let all God's children say anen.

(Response of "Amen.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Readi ng of
t he Jour nal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
March 27, 2023, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnent. The Journal of Friday, March 24,

2023, was read and approved. On notion, the
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Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
Madam President. | nove to adopt the
Resol ution Cal endar, with the exception of
Resol ution 590.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al'l those
in favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar,
with the exception of Resolution 590, please
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The

Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we begin by
t aki ng up previously adopted Resol ution 516, by
Senat or May, read that resolution's title, and
recogni ze Senator May.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
516, by Senator May, nenorializing Governor Kathy
Hochul to proclaim April 2023 as Fair Housing
Month in the State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
May on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

Madam President. | rise today to commenorate the
nmonth of April as Fair Housing Mnth.

In 1934, ny grandfather bought a
house for about $3,000 in a quiet neighborhood
wal ki ng di stance fromhis job at UCLA. He was a
| ow-paid instructor, not even on tenure track,
but the bank was willing to give hima nortgage
because of a brand-new Depression-era federa
policy to back home |oans with the full faith and
credit of the U S. governnent.

My grandparents lived there for
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30 years until the nei ghborhood was overrun with
rowdy novie stars, at which point they bought a
house in a quieter neighborhood. But when they
finally sold their second house, in their
eighties, they were able to pay for years of
nursing care with enough left over to | eave small
nest eggs to all five grandchildren, so we were
abl e to make down paynents on hones of our own.

The federally backed nortgage
program was a spectacul ar success in pronoting
home ownership and building equity for mllions
of famlies |like mne -- but only for famlies
t hat | ooked Iike m ne.

Bl ack and brown famlies were
explicitly excluded, which neant they were frozen
out of the opportunity to build hone equity, the
maj or source of generational wealth.

It is the main reason why
Bl ack Anericans, who make up 13 percent of the
U.S. popul ation, hold only 4 percent of the
wealth. It is also the main factor that has
driven housing segregation in this country.
Werever you live -- village, town,
nei ghbor hood -- your comrunity has been shaped by

our shameful national history of housing
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di scrim nati on.

Fifty-five years ago,

Presi dent Johnson worked with nmenbers of Congress
to pass the Fair Housing Act, a | andmark federal

| aw that prohibits discrimnation in the

provi sion of housing. Access to safe, affordable
and quality housing is critical to every single
person in this state.

And at the state | evel we have
expanded the principles of the Fair Housing Act
to prohibit discrimnation in housing based on
things |ike age, sexual orientation, or source of
i ncone.

I n observing Fair Housing Month in
1984, President Reagan said: "This April, let us
once agai n dedi cate ourselves to the great work
of assuring fair housing for all, and let us
continue that work until fair housing becones a
permanent reality in our national life."

In 2005, the Suprenme Court ruled
that policies segregating mnorities in poor
nei ghbor hoods, even unintentionally, are against
the law. As President Obama said in his remarks
that year on Fair Housing Month, "The Court

recogni zed what nmany people know to be true from
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their owm lives, that too often where people live
determ nes what opportunities they have in life."

He al so enphasi zed the inportant
role of local governnents in both creating and
solving the problem and his adm nistration began
t he work of hel ping | ocal governnents neet that
need by gat hering data on housing and
nei ghbor hood conditions to help inform
pol i cymakers.

The Fair Housing Act was signed in
1968. We've nmde trenmendous progress in
addressing discrimnation through the tools it
provi des, but we all know there is much nore to
be done. Too often the same fam lies who | ost
out on the opportunities that ny famly benefited
fromare the ones disproportionately hurt by the
| ack of housing, |ack of affordable housing, the
| ack of credit and equity, inadequate code
enforcenment, arbitrary evictions, and qui et
discrimnation by realtors and | enders and zoni ng
boar ds.

W are joined today by the | eader of
CNY Fair Housing, Sally Santangelo. Her
organi zation is leading the way in providing

information to help policymakers and public
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defenders help us realize the goals of the
Fai r Housi ng Act.

As we enter Fair Housing Month here
in the State of New York, | urge all of us to
keep the spirit of the Fair Housing Act alive.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or May.

To our guest, | welcone you to the
Senat e chanmber. W extend to you the privileges
and courtesies of the house. Please rise and be
recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on March 15t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we now nove
to Resol ution 590, by Senator Cooney, read that
resolution's title, and recogni ze Senator Cooney.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
590, by Senator Cooney, commendi ng Dan Di C enent e
for his many years of dedicated service to the

Rochester City School District.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Cooney on the resol ution.

SENATOR COONEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

|"m sure that our colleagues in this
chanber will agree that the best part of this job
is that we're granted with opportunities to
recogni ze and uplift individuals in our
comunities who go above and beyond in the
service of their neighbors.

You woul d be hard-pressed to find an
i ndi vi dual nore deserving of this recognition
than Dan Di Cl enmente. Hi s biography speaks for
itself.

After working nearly a decade in the
Rochester City School District, he was el ected
presi dent of BENTE Local 2419, charged with
representing nore than 1200 nont eacher RCSD
enpl oyees. And as president, Dan has not only
negoti ated the past five collective bargaining
agreenents, he's |ed denonstrations, spoken in
front of the school board and nenbers of the
State Legislature. And he founded a schol arship
program for our students.

In 2017, Dan was el ected president
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of AFSCME Council 66, representing 8,500 public
and nonprofit-sector workers in upstate New York
and the Hudson Vall ey.

And on a personal note, as the first
Rochester City School District graduate to be
elected to the State Legislature in decades, |'ve
had a personal connection to all those who work
in service of our city's children, including our
AFSCMVE nenbers.

Dan has been a trusted voice, a
fierce advocate, and a relentl ess defender of
workers' rights in the Rochester conmunity not
only for his menbers, but for nmenbers across
upstate New YorKk.

It's an honor and privilege to
wel comre Dan and his fam |y and many col | eagues
and friends to Albany this afternoon, and it is
nmy hope that we wal k away not only with a deep
appreciation for his contributions to our
col l ective | abor community, but may we be
inspired by his integrity, his |eadership in the
nmovenent, and his unshakeable commtnent to fight
for those who may ot herwi se be voi cel ess.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
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Senat or Cooney.

Senat or Brouk on the resol ution

SENATOR BROUK: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| "' m honored to stand here with ny
fell ow Rochester Senator, Senator Cooney, as we
wel comre Dan Di Cl enente today and recogni ze him
with this resolution.

Dan is a bel oved nenber of our
Rochester community, recognized for his steadfast
chanpi oni ng of workers' rights in the Rochester
City School District, through BENTE Local 2419,
as well as for AFSCME New York Council 66 and the
Rochester Area Labor Council Executive Board.

Over the past few years, Dan has
been a steady hand while | eading his fellow union
menbers through incredibly tunultuous tines.
remenber August 2020 we stood together w th BENTE
menbers as they were losing their health benefits
in the mdst of a global pandemic. Even before |
had the privilege of sitting in this seat, we
pl eaded with the school district to support
workers in this massive tine of need.

And at a tinme when it was so hard to

feel hopeful and the chall enges were nounting,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1911

Dan not only supported his nmenbers who were
scared of how they'd protect their own famlies,
but he reached out to the larger community and
ensured that these stories were being told and
that we cane together to help

Dan is a tirel ess chanpion for our
school comunity, and | have been nobved and
inspired by his sacrifice and dedication to
others. M work here in Al bany to increase
school budgets, chanpion our public schools, is
all a direct response to the advocacy | have seen
back home from Dan.

To Dan, | want to say how grateful |
amto have you as a community nmenber, as a | abor
| eader, and as a fierce partner in the work we do
to inprove this state for all New Yorkers

Thank you, and wel cone.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Brouk.

To M. Didenente and your friends
and famly, please be welcone to the Senate.

It's an honor to have you here today.
Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.
(St andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
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guestion is on the resolution. Al in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
Senat ors May and Cooney would like to open their
resol utions for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor on the
resol utions, please notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: There will be an
i mredi ate neeting of the Rules Conmittee in
Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There wi ||
be an inmediate neeting of the Rules Commttee in
Room 332.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senate
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will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 3:36 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
3:44 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: There's a report
of the Rules Conmttee at the desk.

Can we take that up, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bills:

Senate Print 1319, by
Senator Rivera, an act to anmend the Public Health
Law and the | nsurance Law

Senate Print 5818A, by Senator
Myrie, an act to anmend the El ection Law,

Senate Print 6061, by Senator
Hoyl man- Si gal, an act to anend the Judiciary Law.

Al bills reported direct to third

r eadi ng.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the report of the
Rul es Commttee signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The report
of the Rules Cormittee is accepted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he readi ng of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
356, Senate Print 717, by Senator Cl eare, an act
to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Cleare to explain her vote.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

The Senior Ctizens Rent |ncrease
Exenption program SCRIE, is one of the nost
i nportant tools that we have to freeze rents for
ol der New Yorkers, who are often on a very fixed
i ncome but wish and deserve to age in the
community they have lived in all their lives.

In New York City it applies to well
over 100, 000 househol ds but, Iike so many
benefits, has hard caps and cliffs that |ock
people out far too hastily. The purpose of this
bill is to expand the popul ation eligible to take
advant age of SCRIE by excluding all nedical and
prescription drug expenses not reinbursed or paid
for by insurance fromthe definition of "incone,"
for the purpose of determning eligibility for
t he program

By allowi ng those essential costs to
be deducted, fewer individuals will exceed the
income cap and will thus remain and/or becone
eligible for the SCRIE programand its many

benefits.
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| wish to thank ny bel oved seniors
at A Philip Randol ph Senior Center in ny
district for their advocacy and work on this bil
and for lobbying me to pass it. And | just want
to read a small portion of what they sent ne
about this bill.

They said: "W, the nenbers of the
A. Philip Randol ph Senior Center |ocated in the
30th Senatorial District would like to express
our heartfelt appreciation for your efforts to
i mprove the lives of older adults in our state.

"Today we hosted an Advocacy Day in
support of a few of your Aging legislative
priorities, particularly Senate Bill S717, which
proposes a new definition of inconme to allow nore
people to be eligible for the Senior Citizen Rent
| ncrease Exenption program

"This inportant |egislation wll
assi st seniors like us and peopl e across our
state in affording their housing costs and
enabling themto live nore independently."

| proudly vote aye and hope t hat
everyone el se does the sane.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
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Cleare to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 356, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
391, Senate Print 4967, by Senator Jackson, an
act to anmend the Adm nistrative Code of the City
of New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 391, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,

Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Felder, Gallivan, Giffo,
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Hel m ng, Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray,
Ober acker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
394, Senate Print 1172, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 394, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Giffo, Hel mng, Martins,
Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott, Pal unbo,
Rhoads, Stec, Tedisco, Walczyk and Wi k.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 15.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
475, Senate Print 1468, by Senator Breslin, an
act to anmend the |Insurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
506, Senate Print 4266A, by Senator Wbb, an act
to establish a task force on m ssing wonen and
girls who are Bl ack.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This

act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
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shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Webb to explain her vote. Thank you.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
Madam President. | rise to explain ny vote.

This legislation will address the
di screpanci es and disparities for m ssing and
mur der ed Bl ack, I ndi genous wonen and girls of
color by instituting a task force on m ssing
Bl POC wonen and girls in New York State.

| just want to share a couple of
statistics that denonstrate why this task force
i s necessary and why | hope ny coll eagues wi ||
support it.

According to a 2020 report by the
Wnen's Media Center, there are approxi mately
75,000 mi ssing Black wonen and girls across the
United States.

Anot her report rel eased by the
Soverei gn Bodies Institute docunents that there
are over 2,306 m ssing |Indigenous wonen and girls

inthe US Nationally, nore than 250, 000 wonen
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and girls were reported mssing in 2020, and at
| east 40 percent were wonen and girls of color,
despite making up | ess than 15 percent of the
popul ation. And this came fromthe National
Crinme Information Center, NCIC, m ssing person
and unidentified persons statistics.

In addition, in a two-year review of
al | suspected national human trafficking
i ncidents, 40 percent of sex trafficked wonen
were identified as Bl ack wonen.

From 2016 to 2020, there was a
38 percent increase in the nunber of m ssing
children -- 31 percent of that increase was for
Bl ack children. And in 2020, the New York State
M ssi ng Persons O eari nghouse Annual Report
shared that 59.8 percent of children reported
m ssing were femal e, and 29.2 percent of them
wer e Bl ack

And so when you think about these
stats, right -- and included anong the tens of
t housands of these missing BI POC wonen and girls
are abductees, the sex trafficking victins, and
runaways that get grouped di sproportionately, and
that this thus inpacts the intersection of both

raci smand sexism and it is subjective to
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pervasi ve social and econom c barriers.

For these reasons, m ssing Bl POCC
girls are often categorized as runaways, which
makes it nore likely that their cases will be
pushed aside and treated with a |ack of urgency.

This is an epidem c that
unfortunately is being rendered silent, and we as
a state owe it to these wonen and their famlies
to do better. This task force will devel op
policy changes within New York State governnment
agencies to address the |lack of care and concern
for m ssing and nmurdered BI POC wonen and girl s,

i ncluding that our first responders are al so
culturally conpetent.

This task force will ensure that
there's transparency when it comes to the nunbers
of m ssing and rurdered BI POC wonen and girls so
that communities understand the scale of this
probl em

This task force will also make sure
that communities are educated and trained on the
prevention, protection and protocols relating to
m ssi ng BI POC wonen and girls as relates to
social nmedia, and will reconmend preventative

programm ng and ideas to protect vul nerable wonen
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and girls.

Madam Presi dent, this |egislation
will take a crucial step to nmake visible mssing
Bl POC wonen and girls in the public discussion.
By developing this task force on this crisis,
New York has an opportunity to not only take
charge but al so acknowl edge the work that
has to be done to bring justice for m ssing Bl POC
wonen and girls.

| would |ike to thank our Majority
Leader for her support on this initiative, and |
will be voting aye and | encourage ny col |l eagues
to do the sane.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.
Senat or Webb to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Ranps to explain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you.

| want to begin by thanking
Senat or Webb for being a chair that truly val ues
intersectionality and for this very thoughtful
bill.

You know, when we speak about
| ndi genous people, we often think of them as

human beings fromthe past, sonme sort of relic --
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and that couldn't be farther fromthe truth

| ndi genous people are part of our comunities,
particularly in mne. And | of course always
share how proud I am of my own I ndi genous
herit age.

And that's why | want to point out
that, you know, the genocide that started with
Chri st opher Col unbus has never actually really
ended. | have a few stats to share nyself.

Nati ve wonmen face nurder rates nore than 10 tines
the national average. Homicide is the third

| eadi ng cause of death anong Native girls and
wonen aged 10 to 24 and the fifth | eadi ng cause
of death for Native wonmen aged 25 to 34.

The nedi an age for m ssing and
mur der ed | ndi genous wonen and girls is 29. And
unfortunately we have to note that the condition
t hat nakes wonen nost vul nerable to violence is
poverty. Native Anerican wonen are typically
paid only 60 cents for every dollar paid to a
white non-H spanic man. And that pay gap is
typically around $2, 055 every nmonth, or nearly
$25, 000 every year.

And as we know, especially, you

know, on our side of the aisle, poverty nakes
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everybody unsafe. And here we're sharing that it
particul arly makes | ndi genous wormen unsafe.

So | of course want to use this
opportunity to inplore you all to support our
Rai se the Wage Act, as we're closing in on budget
negoti ati ons.

And | vote aye, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ranmpbs to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Fernandez to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you so
much, Madam Presi dent .

| truly want to thank the sponsor
for putting this bill forward and to initiate the
creation of this task force.

It really can't be stressed enough
the crisis that is in our comunities, in
everyone's district here and especially |ike mne
in the Bronx, where every other 99-cent store,
grocery store, the 5 by 5 bulletin, is covered
with mssing girls, mssing kids. And it is a
crisis.

This task force, as it was detail ed,

is going to do so nuch to enpower our young
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peopl e, our old people, those that are vul nerabl e
to this crime, to this evil that is human
trafficking. And we really need to get to the
bottomof it. W need to find the solutions. W
need to stop the trafficking. W need to stop
whatever is incentivizing girls to go m ssing and
to fall into these terrible hands.

So thank you for bringing this to
the floor. Thank you for highlighting sonething
that doesn't get highlighted often. Every tine
we see of a m ssing person, a young person, a
young wonman, it's never to the extent that we see
of a young white woman given to a young Bl ack or
brown woman. It's just not the sane, the
attention is not the sane.

And we need to start making it the
same. W need to start really getting to the
bottom of how this is happening, why it's
happeni ng, and enpowering and educating our
comunities to prevent it from happening.

So | really thank you for this. |
encour age everyone, please vote aye, because
lives are being lost, |ives are disappearing, and
it's tine that we put a stop to it.

Thank you. | vote aye.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Fernandez to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Cleare to explain her vote.

SENATCR CLEARE: | want to thank
Senat or Webb for this inportant bill.

As a Black wonman, in my conmunity I
have seen many wonmen go mssing. And often |'ve
acconpanied famlies to |l aw enforcenent, and the
same energy is not put behind finding them-- the
same regard, the sane care

We're all nmenbers of sonebody's
famly. This is sonebody's sister, sonebody's
daught er, maybe even sonebody's nother. And in
sonme cases | have even had to | ook for people who
wer e sonmebody' s not her.

Until we respect and protect every
si ngl e woman, then we are not doing our job, we
are not serving justice to females. And |
just -- |1 can't tell you enough how rmuch this
bill neans to ne and many other famlies. W're
sinply witten off as runaways or witten off as
it doesn't matter, it's not worth |ooking for
t hem

And this is so inportant. |

encourage every one of ny colleagues to vote aye
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on this today. There are so many fam|lies who
have suffered. W have had m ssing children that
have never been found. If you know the i npact
that that could have -- think about your own
child and never, ever finding that child again.
It's horrific. But on top of that, to feel as if
no one's even | ooking is even worse.

So | thank you for this bill today,
and | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Cleare to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Brouk to explain her vote.

SENATOR BROUK: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | want to congratul ate and thank
nmy col | eague Senator Webb for really being
deli berate in her advocacy as she has progressed
with this bill, to nmake sure that we are taking
into account many different perspectives and
create the nost sound bill possible.

And | also -- as so many of ny wonen
of color coll eagues have pointed out, this
country has a very long history of discounting,
forgetting, disrespecting Black wonen and woren

of color. W're left out of history books.
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We're not considered in a |ot of policynaking
decisions -- although in this body that doesn't
happen anynore.

And this bill is a way to not just
correct sone of those historical wongs, but also
totell, as Senator Cleare said, to tell our
young girls that they matter. [|I'msitting here
getting ready to celebrate the first birthday --
that's why we need an on-tinme budget --

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR BROUK: -- to celebrate the
first birthday of my little Black baby girl. And
| think about how she is the world to ne. And to
think that there are nothers out there who don't
bel i eve | aw enforcenment or those in charge care
that their child is mssing is heartbreaking to
ne.

So thank you again to Senator Wbb,
because these things need to get attention.

These things need to be tal ked about. These

things need to be acted upon. And that's why I
proudly stand with nmy coll eague and so many of
our coll eagues who have voted aye on this bill.

And | hope that it is not the end of

the work that we do to better recogni ze these
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wrongs in our society, but the begi nning.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Brouk to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
508, Senate Print 2103A, by Senator Harckham an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
520, Senate Print 1839, by Senator Sanders, an
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act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
524, Senate Print 3131, by Senator Mannion, an
act directing the Conmm ssioner of Health to
conduct a study on the rates of reinbursenent
made t hrough the New York State Medicaid Durable
Medi cal Equi pnent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
540, Senate Print 1250, by Senator Sal azar, an
act to establish an LGBTQ youth and young adul t
sui ci de prevention task force.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Brisport to explain his vote.

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | really want to thank Senator
Sal azar for bringing this bill to us.

|"ma former public school teacher,
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and | recall atime | had to ride in an energency
vehicle with a student who had expressed they
wi shed to take their owmn life. [I've also had to
experience making a call to a nother to | et her
know t hat her 11-year-old son was considering
taking his own life, which is a call that no
parent wants to receive.

|"mnostly an openly gay | egislator,
proudly gay -- and | say open and proud because
too many people in the community are told not to
be open and proud. Too many of our youth are
told not to be open and proud. And too many
youth take their lives. The rates anong LGBTQ+
youth are even higher, and | want these kids to
live.

So | proudly vote aye, and thank
you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Brisport to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- SI GAL: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And t hank you to ny coll eague

Senat or Brisport, and nostly thank you to
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Senat or Sal azar for this inmportant bill.

You know, a war is being waged
agai nst LGBTQ kids in nearly half the states in
this country. According to the ACLU, there are
434, 434 anti-LABTQ bills in statehouses |ike
this across the country -- 434 and counti ng.
Governnment officials are signaling to the general
public that it's acceptable to discrimnate
agai nst and fear LGBTQ people, and the hatred too
often falls on our kids.

In our schools, nine out of 10 LGBTQ
students reported being harassed and bullied | ast
year. And over a third of LGBTQ students
reported being physically assaulted at school
because of their sexual orientation and gender
identity. And really as a result of this
vitriol, this nationwide vitriol that is being
magni fied and anplified by state | egislatures,
many of our LGBTQ youth are suffering nentally.

And I'Il end with this. The Trevor
Project found that 45 percent of LGBTQ youth
seriously considered attenpting suicide in the
past year, including half of transgender and
nonbi nary youth in New York State. Half in our

St at e.
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So | really do thank Senator Sal azar
for this inportant legislation to get a handle on
sui ci de anong LGBTQ youth and take steps to
prevent it. | vote aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Hoyl man- Sigal to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Scarcel | a-Spanton to explain
her vote.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, Madam Chair.

And t hank you, Senator Sal azar, for
pushing this legislation forth.

| just wanted to really comrend this
legislation. [It's so incredibly inportant. Just
t his weekend on Staten Island we had a
20-year-old young man who took his own life for
being bullied for his sexual preference. This is
unaccept abl e and we have so nmuch work to be done.

And | want to highlight that on
Staten Island, it's one of the first places |eft
in our St. Patrick's Day Parade where our Pride
Center isn't allowed to march. Having that out
there in public, having these young nen and wonen

who don't feel accepted by their own conmunity,
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i s harnful.

And | really just wanted to thank
you, and | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Scarcel | a- Spanton to be recorded in the
affirmati ve.

Senat or Sal azar to explain her vote.

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And t hank you to ny col |l eagues for
supporting this legislation. Suicide anong LGBTQ
t eenagers and young people in New York is a
crisis. Suicide is the third | eadi ng cause of
deat h anong young peopl e ages 15 to 24 years old
in New York City, and LGBTQ youth face especially
hi gh risks of suicide or self-harm

One out of every three transgender
young people in New York City have seriously
t hought about taking their lives, and two out of
every five report having nade a suicide attenpt.

During a tinme when LGBTQ young
peopl e and transgender youth in particular are
bei ng targeted across the country with harnfu
laws intending to erase trans existence, it

shoul d come as no surprise to us that these
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children are experiencing alarmng | evels of
suicidal ideation and self-harm This is a
nmonment for New York to respond with unequi voca
support and | ove for queer and trans youth in the
face of bigotry.

This task force will help us better
understand the specific causes and factors that
| ead to higher risk of suicide anmbng young
peopl e, such as trauna and oppressi on based on
their sexuality and gender identity, so our state
can take meani ngful action to prevent suicide and
sel f-harm

Madam Presi dent, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Sal azar to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
548, Senate Print 4131, by Senator Mannion, an
act to anmend the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
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act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
552, Senate Print 2691, by Senator Breslin, an
act to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
558, Senate Print 5176, by Senator Thonmas, an act
authorizing the World Restoration Center Inc. to
receive retroactive real property tax exenpt
st at us.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 558, voting in the negative:
Senat or O Mar a.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is
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no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until tonorrow, Wdnesday, March 29th, at
3:00 p.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: On noti on,
t he Senate stands adjourned until Wdnesday,
March 29th, at 3:00 p. m

(Wher eupon, at 4:09 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




