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r

PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
se and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Friday,
March 24, 2023, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Thursday, March 23,
2023, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
Madam Pr esi dent .

On behal f of Senator Harckham on
page 11 | offer the follow ng anendnents to
Cal endar 313, Senate Print 2994, and ask that
said bill retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up the reading of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
149, Senate Print 536, by Senator Thomas, an act
to amend the General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he

| ast section.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1833

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 149, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, Helmng, O Mara
and Ott.

Ayes, 53. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
189, Senate Print 1359, by Senator Kennedy, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect July 1, 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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Kennedy to explain his vote.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise today to speak on this bill
that 1'm proud to sponsor, which will create the
O fice of Racial Equity and Social Justice here
in New York State.

Its intent is to put the State of
New York at the forefront of addressing systemc
racism inequality and disparities nationw de,
and i nprove opportunities and outcones for al
people in our great state.

And for those of you that don't
think we need an entire state office dedicated to
this issue, | say talk to those fam lies who | ost
| oved ones when a white suprenaci st opened fire
on a Buffal o supermarket |ast May 14th.

Take a | ook at the comunities of
col or who continue to face health disparities,
not just in the Gty of Buffalo and Wstern
New York but across our entire state.

Listen to the New Yorkers who |ive
in food deserts because no grocer will invest in
t heir nei ghborhood and create accessibility to

heal t hy, fresh food options.
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| could go on and on, but instead |
ask nmy coll eagues to do what we have yet to do to
address these issues |ike taking action by
creating a new, tangible opportunity for change.
An O fice of Racial Equity and Social Justice
here in New York State will serve as the officia
pl anni ng and coordi nating office for changes in
policy, practice and allocation of state
resources so that race and social constructs do
not predict an individual's success.

Madam Presi dent, this concept is
not hi ng new. Local jurisdictions across the
country such as Kings County, Washington, and
Mont gonery County, Maryl and, have al ready
established offices focusing on equity and soci al
justi ce.

But we have an opportunity right
here today to nmake New York State a | eader in our
nati on and becone the first state in our nation
to put forth such an office. This office wll
hel p us as policymakers fight against
institutionalized racismand biases and hel p us
Ccreate a nore equitable state for everyone in
New Yor k.

|"mproud to carry this |egislation
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al ongsi de our great Assenbly Majority Leader and
nmy dear friend Crystal Peopl es- St okes.

| want to give special thanks to
Hazel Dukes, Dr. Hazel Dukes, the president of
the New York State Chapter of the NAACP for her
support of this legislation and tirel ess advocacy
for equity and social justice.

| al so want to acknow edge our | ocal
West ern New Yor k NAACP | eadershi p: Buffal o NAACP
chapter president, ny great friend, Pastor Mark
Bl ue, for his consistent and steadfast
| eader shi p.

And if | could take a nonent of
personal privilege to recognize a dear friend, a
| eader, and a warrior for justice and racial
equity and social justice who we |ost yesterday:
Ni agara Falls NAACP President Shirley Ham | ton,
who was a strong supporter of this legislation in
its entirety and a vocal advocate, not just in
her role in Western New York but all across
New York State. Shirley was a chanpion for the
comunity who dedicated her life to naking the
world a fairer and better place.

She'll be dearly mssed. And we

pass this legislation today on the floor of the
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New York State Senate in honor of her nmenory and
her | egacy.

Finally, | want to thank Majority
Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins for bringing this
bill to the floor and her commtrment to providing
opportunities for all people in our state,
regardl ess of where they cone fromor what they
| ook 1ike.

Creating an Ofice of Racial Equity
and Social Justice denonstrates our commtnent to
our values and reaffirns who we are as
New Yor kers.

Madam President, with that, |
whol eheartedly vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Kennedy to be recorded in
the affirmative.

Senat or Webb to explain her vote.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise today to explain ny vote on
this inportant piece of legislation. | have a
little bit of experience on these kinds of

i ssues, you know, with ny background. But the
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reason why | wanted to speak on this is because
it's really inmportant to have resources such as
this that allows us as a state to really
ascertain are we really reaching all New Yorkers,
especially those who are historically

mar gi nal i zed.

And so this legislation builds upon
actions we have taken right here in New York to
address system c racism inequality and
di sparities by creating a mechanismwthin state
governnent to measure our actions so that we can
i mprove opportunities and outcones for al
peopl e.

Now, equity by definition gives
everyone what they need in order to be successful
because it takes into account the historical and
present-day inpacts of disparities on
mar gi nal i zed communities within our institutions.
And so the data that will cone fromthis resource
will help us to know that we are reaching all of
our constituents.

As one of the nost diverse states in
the country, it is crucial that we continue to
invest in resources that allow us to fully

ascertain how our policies and practices are
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supporting a better quality of life for all New
Yorkers. It is paranount to have the centra
entity that this legislation proposes wthin our
state governnent to further this critical goal

| am pl eased to support this
| egislation that will ensure that our state
government fosters a diverse and inclusive
cul ture by maeki ng sure our agencies are reaching
everyone, especially those who are historically
mar gi nal i zed.

|"d like to thank our Majority
Leader for her support on this, and al so our
col | eague Senator Kennedy for bringing this bill
to the floor. It will have very positive inpacts
for years to cone.

And | proudly vote aye, and |
encourage ny col |l eagues to do the sane.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Webb to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Sanders to explain his vote.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

Madam Presi dent, | understand this.

| understand that if you aimat nothing, you
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usually hit it.

Since inequality was created in this
state as well as others by design, only by
intention, only by design can we get rid of these
i nequalities.

| want to commend ny friend and our
friend Senator Kennedy for comng up with this,
and it's really -- I"'mglad to sit behind a man
who thinks Iike that.

So | want to thank you,

Madam Presi dent, and say again if you aim at
not hi ng, you usually hit it. Let's aimto get
rid of inequality.

Thank you. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Sanders to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 189, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,

O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.
Ayes, 39. Nays, 21.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
205, Senate Print 1948, by Senat or Hoyl man-Si gal,
an act to amend the Environnmental Conservation
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 205, voting in the negative:
Senat or Cber acker.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
214, Senate Print 14, by Senator Gounardes, an

act to anmend the CGeneral Obligations Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 214, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,

O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
228, Senate Print 2263, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anmend the Real Property Actions and
Proceedi ngs Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
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| ast section.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
297, Senate Print 2297, by Senator Myer, an act
to anend the General Municipal Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
398, Senate Print 2119, by Senator Bailey, an act
to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Scarcel | a- Spanton to explain her vote.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank

you, Madam Presi dent.
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And thank you to Senator Bailey for
introducing this bill that will change the lives
of veteran famlies statew de

By allowi ng the Veterans Tuition
Awards Programto transfer unused benefits to a
spouse, survivor or child, this program hel ps
veterans nmake the nost of their benefits even if
t hey choose to not seek higher education out
t hensel ves.

| know firsthand the sacrifices that
our veteran fam lies nake every day to support
their | oved ones in the arnmed forces. This bil
recogni zes these sacrifices, and I amproud to
vote aye on this legislation. And again, | thank
Senator Bailey for his work on this.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Scarcel | a- Spanton to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Senator Bailey to explain his vote.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank our Veterans Chair
Senat or Scar cel | a- Spant on for advancing this

i nportant |egislation.
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There is a saying, use it or |ose
it. And if our reality is that our veterans have
served us for quite sonme tinme, then they shoul d
not be held to that standard of use it or |ose
it. Rght? I1f they choose not to advance their
education, they should be able to transfer it to
sonmeone in their famly.

We have simlar concepts with Navy
Federal or other type of credit conpanies that we
can get a -- you can -- they can have a bank
account in the name of a spouse or a child.

Wy shouldn't we be able to nake
sure that the children and spouses of these
vet erans who have worked so hard and put their
lives on the line for us, to be able to -- for us
to live, to make sure that their famlies are
better off in the furtherance of education.

So again I'mgrateful to our chair
for putting this through, grateful to our
Majority Leader for putting this on the fl oor,
and I'mgrateful to my coll eagues who see the
i nportance of this last year as well as this
year.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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Bailey to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
423, Senate Print 314, by Senator Sal azar, an act
directing the New York State Energy Research and
Devel opnment Authority to establish a Ride d ean
rebate program

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
428, Senate Print 4854, by Senator Parker, an act
to require the New York State Energy Research and
Devel opnent Authority to devel op recommendati ons
regardi ng the establishnment of mcrogrids.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
430, Senate Print 208, by Senator Cl eare, an act
to anend the State Technol ogy Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Webb to explain her vote.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise again today to explain ny
vote on this legislation, which will anmend the
State Technology Law in relation to requiring
state websites to use gender-neutral term nol ogy.

We are maki ng trenendous strides to

ensure that we are intentional with our policies,
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and this particular legislation is yet another
exanple. W are making great progress in

New York towards an acceptance of gender identity
and sexual orientation. But it is still the case
for many New Yorkers that our state websites use
old term nol ogy that has the unfortunate effect
of di senpoweri ng and excl udi ng peopl e using these
sites to access information or resources.

This legislation will provide a
much- needed update to our state website by
calling for the renoval of all gender-based
bi ased term nol ogy and requiring each reference
to be replaced with gender-neutral term nology.

| am proud to support |egislation
t hat acknow edges the full spectrum of gender
identity and same-sex relationships here in
New York. | thank Senator C eare for bringing
this bill to the floor.

And | proudly vote aye and encour age
nmy col |l eagues to do the sane.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Webb to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunmber 430, voting in the negative are
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Senators Ott and Wal czyk.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
482, Senate Print 2442, by Senator Hoyl man-Si gal,
an act to anmend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Hoyl man- Si gal to explain his vote.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- SI GAL: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

This bill would anmend the definition
of sexual orientation to renove outdated | anguage
in our statute. You know, our statutes literally
speak vol unes about New Yorkers, and in this case
sexual orientation was described currently in a
cl ause as "Not hing contai ned herein shall be

construed to protect conduct otherw se proscribed

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1850

by | aw. "

The bottomline is there is no |aw,
thankfully, in our country and in our state that
makes sexual orientation illegal.

So | think this is a very inportant
statenent by this body, and | only hope that we
continue to expand our definitions and our
protections, particularly as we fight back the
attacks on transgender kids and their famlies
that is sweeping across this country.

| vote aye, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Hoyl man- Sigal to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
515, Senate Print 3473, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you. Can
we now nove to the reading of the controversi al
calendar. W're going to begin with
Cal endar 297, by Senator WMayer.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
297, Senate Print 2297, by Senator Myer, an act
to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Murray, why do you rise?

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. Through you, would the sponsor
yield for a few questions.

SENATOR MAYER: Absol utely.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yield? The sponsor vyields.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

Good afternoon. Through you,
Madam Presi dent, in the | anguage of the bill you
use the term "exam nation of |DA projects.” By

"exam nation," what do you nean? Do you mean
audi ts?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, | believe the |anguage is quite
clear. It authorizes a county conptroller, in
the case where there is one, they may conduct an
audit. An audit is the designated word.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Through you, would the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

Now, are you aware that both the
| DAs and the LDCs, the not-for-profit

corporations, are already required to have annual
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financial audits? And the results of those
audits are entered into PARIS, the Public

Aut horities Reporting Information system And on
top of that, those results are posted on their
websites, all of that already takes place? Are
you aware of that?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, | believe ny coll eague is
referring to the -- basically a filing
requi renent for each IDA and LDC with the
Aut horities Budget Ofice.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. Through you, would the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

So on top of that, are you aware
that both the New York State Conptroller and the
Aut hority Budget O fice can and do already audit
both the IDAs and the LDCs?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,
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Madam Presi dent, yes, | amaware that the
Conptrol l er has the authority and on occasion
does audit IDAs and LDCs. To his credit, he does
aterrific job in doing so. But he has done six
audits in 2022, five in 2021, and two in 2020.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you. On the
bill, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Murray on the bill.

SENATOR MURRAY: | thank you for
t hat, Senator.

And let nme first say | do support
nore clarity, sunshine and opening up the books.
But | just worry about the duplication of
services here. Wen we have the reporting
al ready, as | nentioned, through the financi al
audits, the results -- | spent the norning on the
Br ookhaven | DA website | ooking at all of the
results. It's right there, very clear.

|"mgoing to reluctantly vote yes on
the bill, with the hope that maybe we coul d
consider anending it to tighten the | anguage to
say that since we already have sone of these in
pl ace already -- the audits are already being

done, the financials are already being done, that
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perhaps we still allow the county conptroller to
come in if the previous audits already identify
certain problens that need a deeper dive. But
with that said, | will be voting aye.

So thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng none, debate is cl osed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we' ve agreed with our colleagues to restore this
to the noncontroversial calendar. Can we pl ease
take it up that way.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |

will be restored to the noncontroversi al
cal endar.

The Secretary will read the next
bill on the controversial cal endar, 228.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
228, Senate Print 2263, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anmend the Real Property Actions and
Proceedi ngs Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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ober acker, why do you rise?

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,
Madam President. | was wondering if the bill
sponsor would yield for a few questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Sanders, do you yield?

SENATOR SANDERS: Absol utely, to ny
friend.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Senator Sanders, good
afternoon. Always a pleasure to see you | ooking
so alive and vibrant.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. M question is, how would a
| andl ord determ ne that a tenant has a
prescription for medical marijuana?

SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,
Madam President. Since this is a defense, the
tenant would have to bring it up if the tenant
does.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
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yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: The sponsor
reluctantly yields. But for him it's for a good
pur pose.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,
Senat or .

Through you, Madam President. 1Is a
| andl ord able to ask a tenant prior to signing a
| ease if he or she has a prescription to utilize
nmedi cal rmarijuana?

SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, yes.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Wul d t he
sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: Absol utely yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATCOR OBERACKER: That was a
Senator Conrie response. | wasn't prepared for
it. So thank you very much for that.

SENATOR SANDERS: (I naudi bl e.)

(Laughter.)

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thr ough you,
Madam President. Let's say sonmeone rents a fully
furni shed apartnent, |ives there for say a year,
snokes nedi cal marijuana regularly. Now the
furniture, potentially, all needs to be repl aced
before the apartnent can be re-rented.

Who' s responsi ble for the cost?

SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, a worthy condition. However,
this bill has nothing to do with that.

The consunption of nedical marijuana
is not by snoking -- by gumm es or whatever el se,
but snoking is not part of nedical marijuana. So
maybe if they get gumm es on sonething you could
rai se a question.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you for
t hat .

Madam Presi dent, would the bill
sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does t he
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you.

So | went up onto the Ofice of
Cannabi s Managenent, and off of the second page
that we were able to downl oad where it sinply
states "Prohibition on snoking cannabis."
Underneath that it says "The snoking of nedica
cannabis will no | onger be prohibited."

My question is, could we get sone
clarification -- through you, Madam President --
i s sonmeone allowed to consunme nedi cal cannabis
vi a snmoking or not?

SENATOR SANDERS: well, my first --
t hrough you, Madam President -- ny first response
is through the Public Health Law, nedi cal
marijuana is not involved wth snoking.

However, since ny friend has raised
a worthy issue, | will seek clarification.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you for
t hat answer .

Through you, Madam President, would

the bill sponsor continue to yield.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SANDERS: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR OBERACKER: Has t here been
any potential consideration for amending this
bill to allow for non-snokeabl e forns of
marij uana only?

SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,
Madam President. This is our desire. And if
there is any confusion, then an amendnent
certainly needs to be put forward. |If you put it
forward, 1'll second it.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you for
t hat answer, Senator.

Through you, Madam President, on the
bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ober acker on the bill.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,
Senator, for clarifying and giving me a chance to
get sonme clarification. Mich appreci at ed.

| "' m not opposed to the use of

nmedi cal marijuana legally, with a prescription
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However, when the use affects others or could
potentially cause danage to property, | do have
sone serious concerns. Landlords will often
prohi bit the use of cigarettes for the sane
reason.

This bill is extrenely open-ended
and fails to protect the tenants who may not want
to snell marijuana next door. And if the bil
sponsor would anmend the bill to allow
non- snokeabl e fornms of marijuana, | would
certainly support it.

However, in its current form | wll
be voting in negative.

Thank you, Senator. Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Are
t here any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Senat or Rhoads, why do you rise?

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you so much
Madam Pr esi dent .

Whul d Senat or Sanders be willing to
yield to one additional question.

SENATCOR SANDERS: Oh, nore than
one. Mirre than one, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.
SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. Through you

| know you've indicated -- | know
the Senator has indicated a willingness to
entertain an amendnent to the bill. Wuld the
Senat or consider laying this bill aside for the

day so that we could work on the | anguage and
then bring a conprehensive bill to the fl oor,
since it seens like we're going to be here for a
whi | e?

SENATOR SANDERS: Thr ough you,
Madam President. At the advice -- cone here,
cone here. At the advice of counsel --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SANDERS: -- I will not |ay
it aside for the day, but we will -- I'"mgoing to
seriously look into that. | don't want anybody

burni ng anybody's furniture or anything |ike
t hat .
SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or Sanders.
Just on the bill, if you don't m nd.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Rhoads on the bill.
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SENATCOR RHOADS: Simlar to
Senat or Cberacker, | understand the basic concept
of the bill and certainly agree with the basic
concept of the bill.

But until these issues are worked
out, | think it's only going to be a source of
confusion both for landlords and for tenants.

| know Senator Sanders has expressed

his willingness to work on sone | anguage, but
until that bill is ready to be advanced in a form
that we can all agree on, I'll have to cast ny

vote in the negative.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Are there any ot her Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is

cl osed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we are also going to restore this bill to the

noncontroversi al cal endar.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |

is restored to the noncontroversi al cal endar.
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The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
423, Senate Print 314, by Senator Sal azar, an act
directing the New York State Energy Research and
Devel opnment Authority to establish a Ride O ean
rebate program

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
| was wondering if the sponsor would yield for
some questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Sal azar, would you vyield?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, how nmuch is this going to cost?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, the cost is covered by NYSERDA' s

budget. It would -- it really depends on how
many peopl e take advantage of the rebate and are
eligible for the rebate.

By conparison, the existing
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Drive Clean rebate programin New York State was
budget ed about $55 mllion, and nuch | ess than
that -- about $35 million -- was spent.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | appreciate
t hat .

Especially in Budget Wek, |'m sure
we | ook forward to tal king about the cost of many
things in the State of New York, and | ook forward
to perhaps seeing an allocation if we're
successful or if you' re successful today in
putting this bill through.

Is there a requirenent for
standardi zation of batteries for e-bikes enbedded
in this legislation?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, this |egislation does not seek

to regul ate the use of batteries.
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| definitely understand and | think
that many of us understand that there have been
concerns about the lithiumion batteries and sone
of the batteries that individuals use with
e-bi kes -- sonme of which are not |egal e-bikes,
woul d add, or covered by this bill.

But the purpose of this |egislation
is not to regulate the use of their batteries.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: If there's not a
requi renent for standardization of batteries for
e- bi kes but New York residents could receive up
to an $1100 instant rebate at point of sale,

t hose batteries could include nickel-netal
hydri de, sealed |ead-acid, or lithiumion
batteries, am| understanding that correctly?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,

Madam President, this bill doesn't change the
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exi sting |l aw regardi ng what -- and regul ati ons
regardi ng what batteries can be used for O ass 1,
2 and 3 e-bikes or e-scooters that are covered in
this bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Under st ood, thank
you.

And t hrough you, Madam Presi dent,
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Does this e-bike
rebate program i nclude any kind of recycling
conponent for batteries for e-bikes?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, no, this |egislation doesn't
seek to regul ate the recycling of batteries.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So this is up to
an $1100 rebate for e-bikes. What is the rebate
currently in the State of New York or as proposed
by this legislation for bikes that pedal or for
scooters that nove by your own foot?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, ny understanding is there i s not
an existing rebate for traditional bikes. And
this bill doesn't seek to create a rebate for
traditional bikes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And | understand
fromreading your bill that this is designed to
parallel the Drive C ean rebate programthat you
nmenti oned earlier, a NYSERDA-run program

That program offers a full rebate
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for a range of vehicles that have a range of over
200 mles, a quarter of the rebate if the range
is 40 mles for those electric vehicles.

WIl there be a range requirenent,
as you're paralleling the legislation -- the
enactnent, for the sane program for e-bikes and
e-scooters?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, these differences are due to the
fact that electric cars, which are, you know,
that the Drive Clean rebate is for, are quite
different from e-bikes and e-scooters, and so
there isn't the same requirenent.

And of course the rebate is
di fferent given that e-bikes on average cost | ess
than an electric vehicle, an electric car.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So there's no
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kind of range or battery life requirenment for the
e- bi ke?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
Madam President, no. And this bill does not
specify a range for the battery of the e-bike.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: NYSERDA' s Drive
Cl ean rebate programfor electric vehicles --
that you're mrroring here or paralleling here --
al so requires an owner to keep that vehicle and
prove that they've kept that vehicle for
36 nonths or nore.

How wi || we do that with e-bikes and
e-scooters?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
Madam President. This bill does not intend to
mmc the Drive Clean rebate programin every

way.
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You know, we want to incentivize
people to -- and give nore access to e-bikes as
an alternative for gas-powered vehicles. And so
that really is the intent. And there is not an
explicit requirenent in the bill that the
i ndi vi dual keep the e-bike for a specific period
of tine.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: In line 1: The
New York State Energy Research and Devel opnent
Aut hority, NYSERDA, is hereby directed to
establish a parallel programto the Drive O ean
rebate programentitled the Ride Clean rebate
programto permt -- and then it goes on to talk
about the e-bi kes and how t he program shal
par al | el

My question is a followup. So

currently it's a point-of-sale rebate: A
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New Yorker goes to a dealer to buy an electric
vehicle that has a certain anount of range and a
price, and they qualify for NYSERDA' s program
They can get up to a $2,000 rebate for the
el ectric vehicle that they purchase. They
require an application as, you know, many
different things, including a New York State
driver's |icense.

| f we're doing an e-bi ke and
e-scooter rebate programfor up to $1100 in the
State of New York, what will prevent someone from
New Jersey fromcomng into New York State to buy
an e-bi ke or an e-scooter? O wll they be able
to do that?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
Madam President. | am not concerned that people
wi |l purchase an e-bike in another state and take
advant age of this programin New York

But NYSERDA woul d be responsible for
establishing this rebate program and woul d be
able to determne if soneone purchased an e-bi ke
in New York State or not.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So as |'msure
t he sponsor is aware, the Drive Clean rebate
program requi res someone to not only purchase
froma New York auto dealer that is eligible as a
deal er for the vehicles that qualify, but also to
prove that they're a New York State resident, and
to retain that vehicle for at |east 36 nonths or
have to pay back that rebate.

My question is, if we're paralleling
that | egislation, obviously e-bikes and
e-scooters aren't as accountabl e as notor
vehicles. You don't register themw th the DW
and get a special license, they don't have a VIN
the sane way that we track notor vehicles.

How -- how wi |l you handl e the
accountability side if this -- if this bill
becomes a | aw?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
Madam President, this bill doesn't change

exi sting |l aws that e-bi ke users, users of

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1874

e-scooters as well, need to abide by the existing
Vehicle and Traffic Law.

And so additionally, NYSERDA woul d
still be able to add these regulations to a
programthe sane way that -- not exactly the sane
way, but simlar to how the Drive C ean rebate
program was cr eat ed.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So under the
programthat we're paralleling here with this
proposed | egislation, the Drive C ean rebate
program businesses are eligible to buy electric
vehi cl es and receive an instant rebate from
NYSERDA.

W11 businesses be eligible to buy
e- bi kes and e-scooters with a point-of-sale
rebate as wel | ?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
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Madam President. This would also be up to
NYSERDA, as they are directed to establish the
program

So NYSERDA coul d determ ne that a
busi ness that purchases an e-bi ke could be
eligible for the rebate. They also could
determ ne that, you know, individuals who
pur chase e-bi kes are the ones who are eligible.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: WIl we require a
New York State driver's |icense be presented for
sonmeone to becone eligible for the e-bike or
e-scooter rebate progran®

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
Madam President, this bill doesn't change the
license requirenments to operate any vehicle,
i ncl udi ng e-bi kes or e-scooters, in New York

St at e.
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You know, that's sonething that we
could discuss, but it's -- it isn't actually
relevant to creating the rebate program

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: You know, | ast
week this bill showed up on an active list and |
pl anned to ask you some questions about it. You
nmenti oned that you were considering amendnments to
it. And | just wondered what those amendnents
m ght be and why they weren't included in the
bill as you bring it up again today on the active
list.

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, we always try to consider
f eedback on | egislation. And that was
certainly -- it has been the case with this
| egi sl ation, but we haven't determ ned that it

needs to be anended at this tine.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Madam Pr esi dent
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And | appreciate
t he sponsor yielding. It provided a |ot of
clarity on sonme of these things.

For the average New York resident,

this bill will just mean an increase in your
electricity bill. The sponsor said that this
will be paid for out of general operating funds

fromthe New York State Energy Research and
Devel opnent Authority. Wat that nmeans to any
New Yor ker that can hear the sound of ny voice is
your electric bill goes up. There's a system
benefits charge that gets tagged onto your bill.
That's what's going to pay for the electronic
scooter or the e-bike that sonmeone gets an $1100
rebate on.

That el ectronic scooter or e-bike
m ght be sonething that you can't afford because
your electricity bills keep going up. And that's
$1100 for e-bikes that have |l ead acid, cobalt and
[ithiumin them and zero dollars for bikes that

have regul ar old pedals -- the actual "green
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bi ke" in the State of New York

Li sten, the desperation to electrify
absol utely everything has sonetines given this
del i berative body tunnel vision for the
environment. This bill is not better for the
environment. It's not better to take $1100 and
pronote something that has lithiumion batteries
init when there's already a fully green existing
product that's existed for over 200 years and
actual |y makes peopl e heal thier when they pedal
t he darn thing.

There's no recycling included in
this. And if you watch sonme of the news
articles, sone of these batteries that are out
there are very dangerous to human heal t h.

They've |lit entire buildings on fire.

And as you heard the debate, this
policy is also poorly devel oped in a few ways.
To parallel the Drive C ean rebate program-- you
know, they've got safeguards that prevent sone
fraud and abuse, but it's because of the way that
we handl e notor vehicles in the State of
New Yor k.

| f you apply that to something

that's a little bit |ess accountable, I|ike
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e- bi kes and e-scooters, as the sponsor herself

j ust presented, sonebody from New Jersey coul d be
getting an $1100 benefit for the electricity
bills in the State of New York goi ng up.

That doesn't nake sense no matter
what side of the aisle you' re sitting on here.
New Yor kers shoul d not be paying for New Jersey
residents to get e-scooters and e-bikes. It's
unfair to have anyone who pays an electricity
bi Il subsidize e-bikes, especially for sonebody
who is out of state.

Yeah, | think I've nade ny point.
|"mgoing to vote no, Madam President, and |
encourage ny col |l eagues to do the sane.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Are there any ot her Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Senat or Sal azar.

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And t hank you, Senator Wl czyk, for
engagi ng in debate about this bill.

| think that all of us are aware of

the need for New Yorkers to be able to access
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effective, affordable, reliable and accessible
and safe transportation across the state.
El ectric bikes, as defined in this bill, play a
val uable role in reducing fossil fuel em ssions
and decreasing traffic congestion, providing
positive public safety and environnental inpacts.

They are a preferred and accessi bl e
node of transportation for nany people in our
state, and this rebate would help alleviate the
financial barriers that sone face in safely
pur chasi ng and usi ng e-bikes and certain
e- scoot ers.

E- bi kes pronote accessibility, as
t heir propul sion nakes them easier to use for
individuals with disabilities or with limted
mobility, rather than a traditional bike may.
They have a nmuch smaller, drastically smaller
carbon footprint than gas-powered vehicles or
el ectric cars do.

"1l nmention that in 2022,
Jersey City saw zero traffic deaths because --
t he Senator nentioned New Jersey. | want to
mention that in Jersey City there were zero
traffic deaths, and | think that this is a

| audabl e goal in any of our cities. But one of
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the many contributing factors they found to that
drastic decrease in traffic deaths was an
increase in the use of bikes and other car
alternatives, including e-bikes and scooters, and
actually a peak in city bike ridership, which
extends to Jersey City.

For conparison, U ster County -- and
| conpare this just because U ster has a
popul ation a little bit smaller but conparable to
Jersey City -- saw 22 traffic deaths in the sane
year.

| will also just add that, you know,
in 2020 there were nore than a thousand reported
traffic deaths involving cars in New York State,
maki ng cars much deadlier than e-bikes or
e-scooters. And data also clearly denonstrates
t hat e-bi kes are safer than notorcycl es.

Finally, I'll just say that | don't
personal | y possess an e-bike, | have a
traditional bike. And | appreciate Senator
Wal czyk' s advocacy for the use of traditional
bi kes, and | ook forward to working with our
col | eagues to potentially create a rebate program
for traditional bikes as well.

And with that, Madam President, |
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vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Hel m ng, why do you rise?

SENATCR HELM NG Madam Pr esi dent
if the sponsor will yield for a couple of
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
Madam Presi dent. Senator Sal azar, | certainly
support the intent of this legislation. | just
had a coupl e of questions.

And the first one is, is there
anything in the bill |anguage that caps the
nunber of rebates that an individual may apply
for?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
Madam President, that would be at the discretion
of NYSERDA, who woul d be establishing the

Ri de C ean rebate program
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SENATOR HELM NG Thr ough you
Madam President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SALAZAR: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG And a simlar
guestion -- nmaybe NYSERDA wi || al so be
responsible for this -- but is there anything in
the bill language that specifies or establishes a
t hreshol d that an individual needs to neet to be
gualified to purchase?

I n other words, can sonmeone who is
extrenely wealthy apply for this rebate progranf

SENATOR SALAZAR: Thr ough you,
Madam President. This rebate program as
established by the bill, is not neans-tested.

Al t hough potentially NYSERDA coul d
i ncl ude nmeans-testing, such as saying that if
sonebody earns, you know, nore than a certain
anount, that they wouldn't be eligible for the
rebate. But this bill doesn't include

nmeans-testing.
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You know, | think it's fairly
unlikely that a very wealthy person would seek to
get a rebate with a maxi mum of $1100 or
50 percent from purchasi ng an e-bike.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

On the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Hel m ng on the bill.

SENATCOR HELM NG So | would fee
better about supporting this bill with
nodi fi cations, including those caps that | just
nmenti oned on inconme thresholds, on limting the
nunmber of rebates an individual is entitled to.

Senat or WAl czyk rai sed a nunber of
great points about asking, you know, is this just
i ndi viduals who are eligible for up to $1100 per
e- bi ke, or does it include businesses? And it
sounds like that's not clear at this point.

So busi nesses at this point, based
on how t he | anguage of the bill is currently,
could apply for any nunber of rebates up to
$1100 per bike, and they don't even have to hold
on to the bike for any period of tinme. You could

buy a bi ke, get your rebate, resell that bike,
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buy anot her bike, sell that bike after getting a

rebat e.

And | just think that this bill is
too open-ended as it's witten. Again, | support
the intent, but I will be voting no on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is

cl osed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we will also be adding this bill to the
noncontroversial calendar. | think that now has

three bills onit.

So if we can nove over to that
cal endar and take those up.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
was restored to the noncontroversial cal endar.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
297, Senate Print 2297, by Senator Myer, an act
to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mayer to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to explain nmy vote in support
of this bill, and I"'mglad to see that ny
col | eagues -- | hope that they follow the past
years in voting on a bipartisan basis unani nously
to support this bill.

| think it's inmportant to point out
that there are 109 I DAs in New York and 279 LDCs
whi ch woul d be subject to this bill, which would
aut horize but not require local audits by county
conptrollers or chief county fiscal officers.

And why is that relevant? Because
there are approxi mately 4200 active projects
bei ng considered by these IDAs and LDCs, with

$100 billion in val ue.
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And as | pointed out in our prior
di scussion, the Conptroller, who has authority to
audit IDAs and LDCs, is not able to audit all of
these -- six in 2022 he audited, five in 2021,
two in 2020.

And the point of this is that your
| ocal conptroller or county official knows which
proj ects, as opposed to the overall conduct of
the I DA, require additional scrutiny.

We are giving tax breaks --
sonmetimes wi sely, sometinmes unwisely -- to
t housands of devel opers for projects, including
in many cases forgoing school taxes. And that's
why | ast year the New York School Boards
i ndi cated a nmenorandum of support in support of
this bill, saying providing county conptrollers
with the ability to audit these projects wll
give an additional |evel of accountability, and
t hey have direct rel evance and scope that these
agreenents have on school district budgets.

So | think this is a conmon-sense
and snmart way to ensure that we have transparency
and accountability when we grant tax breaks to
devel opers throughout the state.

| vote aye
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mayer to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Skoufis to explain his vote.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thanks very much,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| first want to express ny gratitude
to Senator Mayer, for as she said, this
comon- sense proposal to at |east nodestly take a
step forward and bring sone accountability to
t hese | DAs where there are county conptrollers.

And | do -- | think it's inportant
to not conflate the two buckets of |egislation
that we oftentimes consider here in this chanber
vis-a-vis IDAs. The first is transparency. And
we' ve taken a nunber of steps forward with
transparency with LDCs and | DAs over the years.

But let's nake no m stake -- that if
a bad deal is transparent, taxpayers don't care
that there's transparency with a bad deal. They
care that it was a bad deal. And so the fact
that the bad deal is posted on the IDA's website,
the fact that the bad deal was discussed via a
livestreamat the | DA board neeting -- | guess
that's all nice and well and good, but at the end

of the day the taxpayer still gets ripped off.
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What we need are accountability
nmeasures, which is what that second bucket of
legislation is. And so for those counties with
conptrollers, they are getting a little bit nore
accountability on behalf of taxpayers so that --
yes, when the State Conptroller -- yes, they can
come in and audit, they |look at the |edger.
They're usually not |ooking at specific projects
where there are red flags where that project,
that application is ripping off taxpayers.

A county conptroller, under this
| egi slation, can dig deep into a specific
proposal, find out what went wong, shine a |ight
onit, and try and bring sone accountability to
t hose taxpayers.

| vote yes. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Skoufis to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
228, Senate Print 2263, by Senator Sanders, an

act to anmend the Real Property Actions and
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Proceedi ngs Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 228, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Mrtins, Mttera, Mirray,
Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Tedi sco, Wal czyk, Wber and Wi k.

Senator O Mara is up. Senator
O Mara in the affirmative.

Ayes, 48. Nays, 14.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
423, Senate Print 314, by Senator Sal azar, an act
directing the New York State Energy Research and

Devel opnment Authority to establish a Ride O ean
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rebate program

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Rhoads to explain his vote.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | want to thank Senator Sal azar
for advancing the bill. The programitself
certainly is interesting, and | want to thank her
for highlighting the safety record of e-bikes on
t he roadways.

But | do have several concerns about
the safety of e-bikes in the home, which is where
nost of these e-bikes are charged. M concern is
that there are hundreds of e-bike battery fires
every single year, many of which result in
expl osi ons whi ch can cause catastrophi c damage.

And | know t hat doctors take the

Hi ppocratic Cath, right -- the first obligation
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is to do no harn? |In this case, even though
we're trying to assist the environment, we may be
doi ng harm by encouragi ng and putting these bikes
into individuals' hones w thout addressing sone
of the underlying causes.

In New York City alone, |ast year
there were 104 e-bike fires. Just in New York
City. As of February 24th of this year
[ithiumion batteries used to power electric
bi cycl es and scooters have al ready sparked
22 fires that have caused 36 injuries and two
deaths in New York Gty alone. And about a week
after that statistic was reported in AP, there
was another fire in the Bronx, | believe on
March 5th, that destroyed a buil ding, that
i njured seven people and al so destroyed a
busi ness that was in that buil ding.

"' m not saying that e-bikes are bad.
What | am saying is that there needs to be sone
common-sense review of e-bikes. Even the
New York Council earlier this nonth actually
banned the sale of e-bikes within the city limts
that do not have UL-approved batteries.

But | think as a body, before we

encourage e-bikes to be put into people's hones,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1893

and before we actually pay $1100 of state

t axpayer dollars to make that happen, we shoul d
be taking a | ook at the safety of those bicycles
and putting sone common-sense restrictions in,
and then revisiting that policy.

As a second piece -- and | know I'm
limted -- as a second piece to that, I'malso
concerned about the econonmics. Because while
busi nesses are eligible to apply for the $1100
rebate, the person who actually purchases the
bike is also eligible for the $1100 rebate, and
so now all of a sudden we're paying $2200 for
every one of those bicycles, not just 1100.

Sol am-- 1 will be voting against
the bill, but I hope to explore this further.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Rhoads to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Ranps to explain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Fromthe outset, let nme say that |'m
very proud to be voting for this bill, and |
appl aud Senator Sal azar for taking this

initiative.
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| wanted to express a few other
t houghts that | had, one being that | find it
| aughabl e when Senators across the aisle are
trying to chanpion incone thresholds when it
conmes these types of rebates, when they're
perfectly fine with corporate socialism | think
that we would do a nmuch better service to the
peopl e of New York if we were actually able to
| ook at where we waste noney in those spaces.

Secondly, with respect to e-bike
fires, I would like to point out that those fires
didn't used to be a thing. They' ve becone nore
of the normas of |ate because delivery workers
| argely are having to buy second-use lithiumion
batteries, and that -- therein lies the
di fference.

E- bi kes aren't getting banned
anywhere. Wat we should be banning is
second-use lithiumion batteries, and |'ma
supporter of Senator Krueger's bill to do so.
These second-use lithiumion batteries have
al ready been banned in other devices such as our
phones, and in other places where they' re used,
and shoul d actually be done for e-bikes as well.

The delivery workers particularly
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are buyi ng these because they're paid so dam
little by conpanies |ike DoorDash, G ubhub and
Uber Eats and the |ike.

And | know a | ot of ny coll eagues
are -- on both sides of the aisle feel perfectly
fine taking canpai gn donations fromthose
corporations. It's quite unfortunate, and | w sh
t hat woul d stop, because what we want is to nmake
sure that these folks are able to provide for
t hensel ves and their famlies, and at |east they
shoul d be able to subsidize the overhead that is
t hose e- bi kes.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ranos to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank Senator Sal azar for
this bill.

Before | had a job that involved
covering 1500 square mles of territory, | used
to bike to work regularly or walk to work. And
as a property taxpayer, | was pretty keenly aware

that a | ot of nmy property taxes went to road
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repair, road mai ntenance, and it was never the
bi kes that were causing the pothol es.

So | think in ternms of just econonic
payback for this bill, this is an economcally
sensible bill to do. It saves noney on road
mai nt enance, frankly.

But also |l will say | nowlive in a
part of town that is on a very, very steep hill
and | can no |longer use ny regular bike just to
go grocery shopping, for exanple, because |
woul dn't be able to get the | oaded bi ke up the
hill to nmy hone.

So |'"mconsidering getting an
e-bike. | think a nunber of ny neighbors are as
well. And this bill will help us do that, and
t hen enable us to get out of our cars to be doing
| ess wear and tear on the roads, |ess spew ng of
fumes into the air, |ess noise pollution, and
ot herwi se maki ng our conmunity a little bit
better. So | amvery grateful to Senator
Sal azar .

| proudly vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 423, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Fel der, Giffo, Helm ng, Lanza, Martins, Mirray,
oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Tedisco, Wil czyk and
Weber .

Ayes, 49. Nays, 13.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bill
i s passed.

Senat or Liu, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATCOR LI U Madam President, is
there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: One
second, Senator Liu.

Announce the results on Cal endar
423.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 423, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Fel der, Griffo, Helm ng, Lanza, Martins, Mirray,
Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads, Tedi sco,
Wal czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bill
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i s passed.

Senator Liu, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR LI U: |s there any further
busi ness at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATCR LI U Then | nove to
adj ourn until Tuesday, March 28th, at 3:00 p. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, March 28th, at 3:00 p.m

(Wher eupon, at 4:28 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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