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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

March 22, 2023
3:19 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR ANDREW GOUNARDES, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GOUNARDES: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT GOUNARDES: Thank
you.

| ask -- now we will have an
i nvocation by H s Em nence Archbi shop
El pi dophoros of America, of the Greek O'thodox
Ar chdi ocese.

ARCHBI SHOP ELPI DOPHOROCS: May we bow
our heads in prayer.

In the name of God, Who asks only
that we do justly, love nmercy, and wal k hunbly in
t he Di vine Presence. Anen.

We give You thanks and prai se,

O God, for gathering us together today to invoke
Your bl essings and nercy upon this noble Senate
of New York State.

We hunbly ask for Your beneficence
upon every nenber of this Senate, who earnestly

pursues the welfare of all citizens of the great
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State of New York.

We give You thanks and praise for
the recognition of the G eek War of | ndependence,
in the Declaration of March 2023 as G eek History
Mont h.

We ask Your special grace and wi sdom
upon the Senate, as you bl essed the wi se King
Sol omon. W beseech that You inspire their
vigilance for the people of the great State of
New York, as you inspired the Judge of Israel
Deborah. And we ask that You grant themthe
strength of the Judge Sanpson, that they may
persevere in justice and righteousness all the
days of their service to the people.

Bl ess these | awgi vers, that they may
ever render whol esone and right judgnents for al
the citizenry, and thus render glory, reverence
and Honor to You, \Wo are the Source and
Foundation of the Law

Anen.

(Response of "Amen.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
March 21, 2023, the Senate net pursuant to
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adj ournnent. The Journal of Monday, March 20,
2023, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

On behal f of Senator Stavisky, |
wish to call up Senate Print 1043, recalled from
the Assenbly, which is now at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
153, Senate Print 1043, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
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reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 52.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we now nove to previously adopted
Resol ution 580, by the distinguished
Senator G anaris, read its title only and
recogni ze nme, please.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Pl ease
take up previously adopted Resol ution 580, by the
i ncredi bly distinguished Senator G anaris, read
the resolution title only, and recognize
Senator G anaris on the resol ution.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
580, by Senator G anaris, nenorializing
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimMrch 2023 as
Greek History Month in the State of New York, in
conjunction with the comrenoration of the
202nd Anni versary of Greek | ndependence.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

We just heard the invocation from
the | eader of the G eek Orthodox Church in the
Americas, H s Em nence Archbi shop El pi dophor os.
And that is an honor for those of us who are
menbers of the church and are of Hellenic
descent, and that in this body includes nyself
and Senator Gounardes and Senator Skoufis, as
wel |l as two nmenbers of the Assenbly, who
col l ectively organi zed a | uncheon earlier today
where we heard Hi s Em nence give renarks.

W were al so honored to be joined by
t he Consul GCenerals of G eece, Konstantinos
Konst anti nou, who is here with us in the chanber,
and of Cyprus, Mchalis Firillas, who is al so

wi th us today.
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This was a tradition that existed
many years ago, and then the pandem c and ot her
factors slowed it down. So | want to credit
Senat or Gounardes and his team for doing a | ot of
the work in reestablishing a day here at the
Capi tol where we honor our heritage and ren nd
everyone of the contributions of the Geek people
to denocracy and to the life and freedons we have
here in the United States.

And this is a resolution we pass
every year here in this chanber. |'mhonored to
be a child of immgrants from Geece. The --
it's alittle bit of a joke, certainly in the
novi es, that the G eeks take credit for
everyt hing, but we do that because it's true.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: And whether it's
denocracy or science or mathematics or nedicine,
you can take your pick, but the ancients had a
lot to do with where we are today. And it's
sonmet hing that those of us who have that DNA --

i ncl udi ng Senator Scarcell a- Spanton, who's not
here, she has sone of it -- are incredibly proud
of and work very hard to |live up to those ideals

and those freedons.
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So | want to thank ny coll eagues for
giving us the opportunity to spend a few m nutes
in session today tal king about this and the
i mportance of our history and our heritage to
New York. | want to thank H's Em nence for
joining us. He's been here since |last night;
many of us shared dinner with himlast night.
And | know he visited already today with the
Governor and the | eaders of the houses and nany
of us over in the LOB at the |uncheon.

So thank you to all who were
involved in this. Thank you for supporting the
Greek community here in New York

And t hank you, M. President, for
giving ne a fewmnutes to discuss it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator G anaris.

Senat or Skoufis on the resolution.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you very
much, M. President.

First | want to thank Senator
G anaris, Deputy Leader G anaris, for introducing
the resolution, as well as ny fell ow
G eek- Aneri can | egi sl ator Senator Gounardes, who

pl ayed an instrunental role in organizing the
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events today and even |l ast night, in general
partnershi p anong our small but mghty
G eek- Aneri can caucus here in the State Senate.

And | assure all ny coll eagues who
are probably concerned about the remarks and the
I ength of the remarks that you're going to hear
fromall of us G eek-Anmericans today that
curmul atively we will probably be a tenth of the
time that Ti m Kennedy was yesterday --

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR SKOUFI S: -- on Irish
Heritage Month --

(Laught er; appl ause.)

SENATOR SKOUFI S: -- and its
resol ution.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR SKOUFI S: I'd also like to
particularly thank the archbi shop for today's
i nvocation, for being here with us as we prepare
to cel ebrate G eek I ndependence Day and recognize
the contributions, many of which Senator G anaris
outlined, fromour G eek and G eek-Anrerican
brothers and sisters.

It really is an honor to be in His

Em nence's presence, and we're all grateful for
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his | eadership, spiritual and ot herw se.

| too amextrenely proud of ny G eek
heritage, M. President, and of the thousands of
G eek- Anericans who live and work in the State of
New Yor k.

And |I'm delighted to highlight two
of these individuals. You know, Senator
G anaris, as part of the celebration here in the
State Legislature, he has started his own
tradition in allowi ng us G eek-Anerican
| egi slators to highlight one or a couple of our
constituents and honor them as part of these
pr oceedi ngs.

And this year fromnmny district
have Andy and Popi Chronopoul os, who em grated to
Hi ghland Falls, a conmunity in Orange County,
back in the 1960s. They brought with them
terrific Greek cuisine. They tirelessly ran an
amazing restaurant in the community, which really
served as a gathering place for over 37 years.

And to this day they remain staples
within our tight-knit Orange County comunity,
vol unteering with |l ocal organizations, passing
their | egacy of quiet generosity on to their two

sons and two grandki ds.
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|*'m honored to share their brief
story as part of the annual G eek | ndependence
Day cel ebration here in the Senate.

My famly, |ike so many ot her
immgrant famlies, canme to this country seeking
a nore promsing future for thensel ves and their
next generations. And to that end, there's a
traditional Geek proverb that reads: A society
grows great when old nen plant trees whose shade
t hey know they shall never sit in.

During Wrld War 11, when the Nazis
occupi ed Greece, the occupying forces stole the
food that was grown in farm ng communities |ike
the one which ny famly was fromin the nountains
of western Greece, |eading to wi despread fam ne.
An estimated 300,000 G eeks died of that
starvation, including my grandnother's parents.
My yaya went from having two parents to being an
orphan in just a matter of weeks during that
peri od.

Years | ater, nmy grandparents made
the difficult decision to take nmy father and his
siblings to the United States. They settled in
Brooklyn. M papu's first job, which he enjoyed

until retirenent, and he was very proud of, was
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at the Nathan's hot dog stand in Coney Island.

They arrived in Anerica with next to
not hi ng but over decades worked hard to earn a
pl ace in New York's working class. M father
went on to open a Geek deli in Bay Ridge, which
Senat or Gounardes still gets his feta cheese
from

In comng to the United States, |ike
to many other G eek-Anericans, ny famly planted
trees for ne and ny generation of relatives, sone
of whose shade indeed they thenselves will never
sit in.

This resolution to recogni ze March
as Geek History Month in the State of New York
is a celebration of all who have cone before us
and planted trees in their stead, advancing
contributions in denocracy and science and
t heat er and phil osophy and so nany ot her aspects
of our day-to-day |lives as Anericans.

Now, as a father and a State Senator
representing over 300,000 New Yorkers, | don't
| ose sight of the fact that it's nowny turn to
hel p plant as many trees as | can for those that
cone after ne.

| want to | eave you all with one
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| ast contribution fromthe G eeks that may be

| ess obvious, the Hippocratic oath, the guiding
princi pl e our nedical professionals stil
subscri be to today.

Li ke the doctors who take this oath,
we as | egislators have an obligation to do no
harm and to work each day to inprove the |lives of
New Yor kers from all backgrounds.

Thank you, M. President, and to all
nmy col |l eagues for the nonment you' ve given ne, and
Happy G eek | ndependence Day to all of us.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Skoufis.

Senat or CGounardes on the resol ution.

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you,

M. President.

And | want to thank Senator G anaris
and Senator Skoufis for their partnership and
support in allowing us to celebrate our heritage
and history today.

This year we're celebrating the
202nd anni versary of G eece's independence after
400 years of subjugation and sl avery by the
O toman Enpire.

On March 25th, 1821, revol utionary
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fighters gathered together with Metropolitan
Germanos in the Monastery of Agia Lavra, in the
village of Kalavryta -- which I think is where
Senator G anaris's famly is from-- and decl ared
t he begi nning of the revolution against Otoman
oppr essi on.

What foll owed was a seven-year war
that ended with the creation of the Hellenic
Republic, and would |l ead to the spread of
revol utionary fervor across the European
continent and woul d remake the worl d.

As a fourth-generation
Greek-Anerican, | amproud of this history. |
t hi nk about the words of the G eek National
Ant hem the Hyrm to Liberty, by Dionysios
Sol onos.

"I shall always recognize you

By the dreadful sword you hold

As the Earth with searching vision

You survey with spirit bold

Fromthe Geeks of old

Whose dying brought to life and
spirit free

Now wi t h ancient val or rising

Let us hail you, O Liberty!"
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Every time | hear that anthem
swell with pride at the poenis conclusion, a
resoundi ng ode to the price and cost of national
freedom

How fitting to reflect on these
words as we see the people of Wkraine fight for
the survival of their country and paying for
their liberty with their |ives.

Today we are joined in the chanber
by representatives of both the Hellenic Republic
and the Republic of Cyprus, because the history
and destiny of the G eek and Cypriot people are
shared and |inked together, and we thank the
Consul s CGeneral for being with us here today.

But it's not just the history of the
revol ution and Greece's independence that |'m
proud to celebrate; it's the contributions of the
Greek- Anerican community to our nation that are
al so worthy of praise and cel ebration.

For the past 100-plus years, G eeks
have em grated to the United States in search of
peace, stability, and a better life for
t hensel ves and their famlies. They cane to
escape the persecutions of the Otoman Enpire.

They came to be spared the devastations of
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Wrld War |. They canme to be saved fromthe
terrors of the Asia Mnor Hol ocaust and the
burni ng of Snyrna. They cane to be spared the
horrors of World War I1. They cane to find peace
during the Greek Civil War. They cane to seek
safety and opportunity during the unrest of the
'60s and ' 70s.

For 100-plus years, G eeks have
sought out the light of freedom offered by
Lady Liberty and canme to the United States in the
hopes of a better life.

When the United States adopted
i mmgration quotas in 1924 and would only accept
100 Greeks per year to conme into this country --
and yet still our people cane by the hundreds and
by the thousands and tens of thousands.

And let's not forget just how
unwanted Greeks were in this country. Geek
i mm grants endured decades of harassnent,
intimdation, discrimnation, and violence -- al
because they | ooked di fferent than other
Ameri cans, spoke a different |anguage from ot her
Ameri cans, and took | ow paying jobs away from
ot her Ameri cans.

In fact, the Ku Kl ux Klan vi ewed
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Greek immgrants as a threat to the

United States. They attacked G eek busi nesses,
burned crosses on Greek | awns, encouraged doctors
to sterilize G eek wonen, and beat and even in
sonme cases nmurdered Greek inmgrants.

It was not uncommon to see "No
Greeks Wanted" signs in store wi ndows, or even to
see Geek nen flogged for having dared to date a
"white" woman.

Greek imm grants were encouraged to
prove thensel ves of being equal to whites by
t aki ng undesirabl e jobs such as buil ding
rail roads, cleaning sewage, |aying pavenent, and
wor ki ng in factories.

And yet still our peopl e cane,
enduring injustice after injustice, all in the
hopes of living a better life here. They didn't
just cone for thensel ves, but for their children
and their children's children.

They canme here so that one day, a
hundred years later, 75 years later, 50 years
| ater, there could be three G eek-Anericans
el ected to serve their conmunities in a body as
august as the New York State Senate.

And so as we stand here today

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1759

cel ebrating the 202nd anni versary of G eek

| ndependence and declare Greek History Month in
the State of New York, | am ever hopeful for the
future of our community here in America.

And this nmonent represents an
opportunity for reflection. At a tine when
i ndi vi dual s across our country are being
subj ected to violence, bigotry, and
di scrim nation because they conme fromdifferent
countries, speak different |anguages, have
di fferent custons, eat different foods, it's
i ncunbent upon those of us whose ancestors
endured simlar treatnent to stand up and condenn
t he ugliness of racismwherever it rears its ugly
head.

That we renenber the struggl es of
our forefathers, and we open our hands and we
open our hearts to all those whose stories mrror
our own and enbrace our fell ow human bei ngs as
true brothers and sisters.

It's with this spirit that I'm
particularly proud today that we're joined as
wel | by H's Em nence Archbi shop El pi dophoros of
Anerica, the spiritual |eader of the Geek
Ot hodox Church in the United States.
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For sonme of ny coll eagues who nmay
not know, the Geek O thodox Church in Anmerica
has | ong played an active role in the advancenent
of civil, political, and human rights in this
country. The American Hellenic Educati onal
Progressive Associ ation, better known as AHEPA,
was founded in 1922 in Atlanta, Georgia, to
counter the bigotry and raci smof the KKK

We're al so joined here by sone of
t he national |eadership from AHEPA in the
gallery. It was our own Archbi shop | akovos who
joined Dr. King in Selnma, attended the funeral of
Reverend James Reeb, and marched across the
Ednund Pettus Bridge in the fight for equality
for Black Anericans.

And during the protests for racial
justice after the nurder of George Floyd, it was
Ar chbi shop El pi dophoros who was out there in the
streets, just as many of us were, nmarching to
support the novenent for Black |ives.

So, M. President, today, on
March 22nd, and with great pride and humlity, |
t hank ny col | eagues for their indul gence and for
their support of this resolution, and I w sh al

Greeks and Phil -Hell enes everywhere a Happy G eek
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| ndependence Day.

Zhtw h El Il as!

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Gounardes.

To our guests, | welcome you on
behal f of the Senate. W extend to you the
privileges and courtesies of this house.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you
M. President.

Let's pl ease take up previously
adopt ed Resol ution 210 --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Serrano, |'msorry, point of order.

The resol ution was previously
adopted on March 21st.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Ckay. Let's take
up previously adopted Resolution 210, by
Senat or Persaud, read the resolution title only,

and recogni ze Senat or Persaud on the resol ution.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
210, by Senator Persaud, nenorializing Governor
Kat hy Hochul to proclaimMrch 22, 2023, as Doul a
Day in the State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Persaud on the resol ution.

SENATOR PERSAUD: Thank you,
M. President.

March 22nd to 28th is a tine to be
grateful for all that doulas provide. Doula
Cel ebration Day initially started on March 22,
2011, to mark spring's equinox, also nmeaning the
return of fertility in many different cultures.

Doul as are nonclinical personnel who
provi de healthcare services to pregnant wonen
during, before and after pregnancy. They provide
i ndi vi dual i zed physical, enotional and
i nformational support, as well as advocacy, to
their clients.

Doul a care is an evi dence-based
practice that is associated with healthier birth
out cones for both a pregnant person and their

newborn i nfant.
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And there's a | ack of awareness,
resources and training that is inportant, in that
it's underserved.

A 2013 study found that doul as serve
as the pregnant person's advocate for enpowering
themto nake informed decisions for thensel ves
and their child. Continued support by doulas is
linked to significant reduction in childbirth
conplications and cesarean births.

Doul a services are al so i nportant
strategies in addressing the maternal health
crisis which was prioritized in the fiscal year
2023 President's budget. A 2022 issue brief by
the Ofice of Health Policy found that doul as can
mtigate racial inequity in maternal health
out cones in conmunicating their client's needs
and assisting themin navigating the healthcare
and soci al sectors.

Doul a servi ces have proven to be an
effective strategy in addressing raci al
disparities in maternal healthcare by reducing
severe maternal norbidity, and yet |ack of
awar eness and access to doul a services contribute
to underserved conmmunities.

A study showed that overall people
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who have continuous doul a support services are

25 percent -- show a 25 percent decrease in
cesareans and an 8 percent increase in

spont aneous vagi nal births, a 10 percent decrease
in the use of any nedication for pain relief and
shorteni ng | abor by 41 m nutes.

A 2021 report by the New York City
Department of Health found that doul as face
barriers to providing services in hospital
settings, such as requests to provide their
and/ or certifications.

The presence of a doula can enpower
a pregnant person to nmake informed decisions and
facilitate conmunication with their healthcare
provi ders. They al so provi de support and peace
of mind for caring for birthing persons.

Over the past few years, ny
col | eague in the Assenbly and | have been
advocating for additional -- for doula services
to be covered as a nedical service. So today, as
we're cel ebrating doulas, | ask my coll eagues to
continue to support us as we're asking for doul a
services to be covered and for doulas to be
conpensated the way they shoul d be conpensat ed

for the nedical services that they provide --
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essential nedical services that nmany peopl e of
many cul tures | ook to outside of a hospital
setting.

So again, today is Doula Recognition
Day, and | ask you again, please support us as we
are fighting to have doul as recogni zed for the
i nportant work that they do for those
chi | dbearing fol ks.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Persaud.

Senat or Brouk on the resol ution

SENATOR BROUK: Thank you,

M. President.

And | al so want to thank
Senat or Persaud for her |eadership in introducing
this resolution each year to recogni ze doula care
not just in New York but, as she stated, around
t he worl d.

And it's hard to top that, because
it was so conprehensive. But sinply put, doula
care saves lives. You all have heard it before.
Doul a care saves nothers' |ives and babi es
lives. And |I'mso proud of the work that this

house has done to address the maternal nortality
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crisis specifically as it relates to supporting
doul a care.

As Senator Persaud said, doulas are
especially skilled at interrupting harmthat may
take place towards a birthing parent during the
birthing process. And they are essential in
maki ng sure that the voices of our birthing
parents are heard and consi dered t hroughout that
process.

And as we sit here as legislators in
the State of New York, where Bl ack wonmen are
five times nore likely to die in giving birth --
and in a country where it is the nost dangerous
pl ace in the devel oped world to give birth, we
cannot afford to overlook the benefit that doul as
and doul a care can provide for our birthing
peopl e.

That's why this house has hosted
public hearings. That's why in this house's
one- house budget we included an expansi on of
Medi caid to cover doula care at an equitable
rate, as Senator Persaud pointed out. And that's
why |I'"m proud to stand here and show ny support
for all of the work that we are doing in this

house.
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And | want to end with the exciting
nmonment we're in of having so nany nothers and
wonen -- dare | say probably the nost this
chanber has ever seen. And not only that, but
peopl e who have experienced doula care and who
can speak on the inportance of this type of care
and be the voice for so many birthing people who
do not have the privilege of sitting in our
seat s.

So | hope that this Legislature wll
continue to put forward these types of policies
putting nothers and their babies first.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Brouk.

The resol ution was previously
adopted on January 18t h.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you
M. President.

Let's pl ease take up previously
adopt ed Resol ution 543, by Senator H nchey, read
the resolution in title only, and recognize
Senat or Hi nchey on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
543, by Senator H nchey, commendi ng New York
Mapl e Producers during the Annual Mapl e Wekends
on March 18-19, 2023, and March 25-26, 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hi nchey on the resol ution.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,

M. President.

The cel ebration of maple started as
si ngl e day, Maple Sunday, in 1995, and over the
| ast 27 years has grown to expand to four days
over two weekends: This year, March 18th and
19t h and our upcom ng weekend, March 25th and
26t h.

Mapl e is one of New York's
fastest-growi ng specialty crops, and we rank as
t he second-1argest naple producer in the country,
only second to Vernont. W have the |argest
resource of tappable trees, and so we could be
nunber one if we did sone work to open up our
state forests to maple tapping, sonething | know
is inmportant to the industry and al so safe for
our trees. W could be nunber one, but we wll

settle happily for nunber two.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1769

We have nore than 2,000 nmapl e sugar
makers in New York, and sone of these farnms have
been producing continually for over 200 years.

As the New York State Mapl e Producers Association
says, this is agritourismat its best, these
mapl e weekends. You can see how maple is

coll ected, you can help tap a tree, you see sap
col l ection, you see the boiling process, and of
course ny favorite -- everyone's favorite -- you
get to taste the products.

There are sone incredible events
happeni ng across our state this com ng weekend,
and | encourage all of our colleagues to check
themout. There are a few across the 41st --
Mapl e Leaf Sugaring in CGhent, in Colunbia County;
New Begi nni ngs Farnstead in Kingston
Platte Creek Maple Farmin Saugerties, and a host
of others.

| guarantee you, no matter where you
live, there is one near you, and | encourage
everyone to cel ebrate Mapl e Wekend and support
our farmers and the farm ng communities that
provide us with the delicious goods that we all
| ove to enjoy.

|"mreally proud to cel ebrate
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Mapl e Weekend. Thank you to all of ny
col | eagues.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Hi nchey.

Senator Borrello on the resol ution.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
M. President.

| want to join Senator Hi nchey in
wel com ng everyone to Mapl e Weekend this com ng
weekend. You can go to Mapl eWwekend.comto find
out | ocations near you.

| had the privilege |ast year of
cerenmonially tapping the first tree at Sprague's
Mapl e Farns, where Randy Sprague handed nme a t ool
that his grandfather actually used -- and that
was a | ot of pressure, to nake sure | didn't
screw it up. But thankfully I did not, and the
tool survived nmy tree tapping.

But this year -- or |ast year,
New York State produced a record 845,000 gal |l ons
of maple syrup. That's a record, and we
hopefully will see nore of that.

W have innovative fol ks here.
nmet with themat their farnms throughout New York

State, and even in ny office here this session,
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to tal k about the innovation that they are doing,
the new markets that they're | ooking for. Things
I i ke mapl e bourbon and other things that are
going to hel p expand the nmarket and the

uni queness of New York's mapl e industry.

So I'd |like to have everyone join
and celebrate the great maple industry here in
New York State, nunber two in the nation, as
Senat or Hi nchey nentioned. And hope that you al
have a great opportunity to get out and cel ebrate
Mapl e Weekend.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Borrello.

The resol ution was previously
adopted on March 15t h.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you

At the request of the sponsors, the
resol utions are open for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor on the
resol utions, please notify the desk.

Senat or Serr ano.
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SENATOR SERRANC Thank you

Let's please take up the reading of
t he cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
184, Senate Print 147A, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 184, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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208, Senate Print 1054, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
463, Senate Print 151, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anend the Crimnal Procedure Law and the
Cvil Practice Law and Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 463, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Ashby, Borrello, Felder,
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza, Martins,
Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
487, Senate Print 4467A, by Senator Mayer, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2 --

SENATOR SERRANC Lay it aside for
t he day, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
will be laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
488, Senate Print 4742, by Senator Cooney, an act

to anend the Al coholic Beverage Control Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section --

SENATOR SERRANO Lay the bill
asi de for the day, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay the
bill aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
493, Senate Print 5262, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anmend the Adm nistrative Code of the City
of New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
494, Senate Print 1296, by Senator Sanders, an
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act to anmend the El der Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
501, Senate Print 4516, by Senator Fernandez, an
act to anmend the CGeneral Obligations Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

Fernandez to explain her vote.
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SENATOR FERNANDEZ: Thank you,
M. President.

Targets of assault and
discrimnation are often required to sign NDAs,
nondi scl osure agreenents, in order to receive
conpensation for the harmthat they have
experienced. These agreenents frequently include
| anguage requiring victinms to pay i mense fines
if they violate the agreenent. This forces
victinms to choose between staying silent or
pursuing justice at a huge financial cost.

This bill prevents NDAs from
i ncludi ng |iquidated damages in cases of
harassnment and di scrimnation, so victins are not
deterred fromcomng forward with their stories.
No one should be intimdated or silenced, and
this bill will protect themfrom com ng forward
if they're ever a victimof harassment or
di scrim nati on.

Thank you. | vote in the
affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Fernandez to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar 501, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Lanza, O Mara and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
511, Senate Print 5186, by Senator Myer, an act
to amend the Environnmental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
512, Senate Print 259, by Senator Serrano, an act
to amend the Education Law and the Public Health
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Serrano to explain his vote.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you

This bill will require cultural
awar eness and conpetence training for nedical
pr of essi onal s.

The conmmunities that | represent in
East Harlem and the South Bronx -- and indeed
many ot her comunities throughout the State of
New York -- suffer from disproportionate health
di sparities, racial health disparities, continued
health disparities when it cones to naternal
heal t h.

And | believe that this additional
training, this cultural conpetency training, wll
ensure that there's better |lines of conmmunication
bet ween nedi cal professionals and the conmunities
that they represent. And in turn, this wll

create better health outcones, which will be
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great for the residents of New York and the
entire State of New York.

So |'m hopeful that ny coll eagues
wi |l support this legislation. It's extrenely
i mportant that we deal with and find different
ways to address the health disparities in our
comunity.

Thank you. And | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Serrano to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 512, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Ashby, Borrello, Gllivan,
Giffo, Helmng, Lanza, Mattera, Mirray,
Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads,
Rol i son, Stec, Tedisco, Wal czyk, Whber and Wi k.
Al so Senator Fel der.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
513, Senate Print 1669, by Senator Addabbo, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the first of July.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Serrano, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR SERRANC | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATCOR SERRANO | nmove that we
adj ourn until Thursday, March 23rd, at 11:00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Thur sday, March 23rd, at 11:00 a. m

(Wher eupon, at 3:54 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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