© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1418

NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

March 16, 2023
11: 08 a. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR ROXANNE J. PERSAUD, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1419

PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, March 15, 2023, the Senate net
pursuant to adjournment. The Journal of Tuesday,
March 14, 2023, was read and approved. On
notion, the Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,
Madam Pr esi dent .

There is a privileged resolution at
t he desk, Senate Resol ution 555, by
Leader Stewart-Cousins. Please take that up and
read its title only.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
555, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, RESOLUTION in
response to the 2023-2024 Executive Budget
submi ssi on

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
on this debate that's forthcom ng
Senat or Krueger, as our Finance chair, wll be
| eadi ng the debate. On occasional subjects we
may have ot her nmenbers with expertise handl e
guestions. But we will begin with
Senat or Krueger once the Mnority has a question.

W' re ready to begin.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Ckay.
Senat or O Mar a.

SENATOR O MARA: Yes, thank you
Madam Presi dent. Good norning.

| f Senator Krueger would respond to
a few questions, if Senator Krueger would yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | am happy to
yield to sone questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

W have t he one-house budget
proposal before us today. The Governor's
Executive Budget was a total of about
$227 billion in spending, which I think was about
a $5.5 billion increase year to year.

Thi s one-house budget before us, in

my reading of it, increases the spending by an

addi tional nine, about $9 billion, for a total
increase fromyear to year would be 14 -- just
under $14.5 billion of new spending. |s that

pretty accurate?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: That's very
close. M nunbers show 8.9 billion, anobunting to
$14.3 billion for the current fiscal year. So
cl ose enough for governnent work, yes.

SENATCR O MARA: What's a half a
billion here or there.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR O MARA: Madam Pr esi dent
if the Senator would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | certainly will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: You have provided
a financial plan overview based on your one-house
budget. |Is that plan -- is that bal anced?

SENATOR KRUECGER: Yes, we believe
it is.

SENATOR O MARA: How nmuch does your
financial plan raise taxes to --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you yiel d?

SENATCR O MARA: Yes, if she'd

continue to yield.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1423

SENATOR KRUEGER: |"msorry, |
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: How nuch does this
one- house budget proposal raise taxes to nake up
for that additional $14.5 billion of spending?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So there's about
1.1 billion that was an increase fromthe revenue
agreenent. So it's not necessarily a tax
increase, it was just a projection of additional
revenue that we already have built into above the
Governor's budget. And then there's
approximately 800 mllion in taxes on the highest
categories of -- | think over 5 mllion? Two new
categories for personal income tax for people
with $5 mllion in incone and above.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR O MARA: ell, ny
under st andi ng was, on the revenue consensus t hat
we had with the Governor and the Assenbly, that
it was agreed upon there would be about
$800 million nore than what the Governor had put
i n her budget avail able to spend.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So post - Revenue
Consensus Day the Governor actually discovered
t hat she had additional revenue of approximtely
389 million nore. |'mnot sure if it's 389 or
300-sonething else. So that was thrown in on top
of it.

SENATOR O MARA: On top of the 8007

SENATOR KRUECGER: On the revenue
nunber that we had all agreed upon, yes.

SENATOR O MARA: kay. So then --
t hrough you, Madam President, if the Senator w |
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Can you explain to

us, then, if there's general agreenent there's an
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extra 1.1 billion to spend, howis it we're
proposi ng a budget that has 8.9 billion of new
spendi ng?

SENATOR KRUEGER: The Senate
bel i eved that we have that nuch additional need
in various critical progranms. So we have
proj ected a new nodel of budget, as is our
responsibility in each house, that does involve
spendi ng nore noney but not necessarily raising
new taxes and spending it in different ways than
t he Governor proposed spendi ng.

So we've both changed what we're
going to spend and how we're going to spend it.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: It sounds |ike
pretty wishful thinking to ne. But how do those
nunbers add up? |If there's 1.1 billion in extra

noney | ayi ng around, and we're spendi ng
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8.9 billion, where's the other seven -- nearly
$7 billion? Can you explain where that's com ng
fronf

SENATOR KRUEGER: So we do nake a
nunber of changes in how she's spendi ng noney.
So we are actually reducing the additional noney
going into the Rainy Day Reserve. W are draw ng
down extraordinary nonetary settlenents. W are
al so drawi ng down on the Econom c Uncertainties
Reserve, which is a separate reserve than the
Rai ny Day Fund. W are changing the tim ng of
payi ng back sone of the advances that she was
going to prepay on noney that we have borrowed.
We are using a nunber of other reserved fund
bal ances that exist across the board in the
St at e Budget .

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you yi el d.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: You nenti oned
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briefly paying dowmm sone borrowed funds. Does

t hat i nclude the unenpl oynment reserve funds that
were borrowed fromthe federal governnent that
busi nesses are paying a surcharge on right now
because of that bal ance?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, we are not
payi ng down the unenpl oynment fund noney that is
owed to the federal governnment. But in our
resol ution we do propose | anguage of ways that we
could assist in paying the interest owed on the
unenpl oynent fund borrowed noney that woul d
decrease the cost to the businesses.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Now, you're stil
hol di ng out hope, | guess, that the federal
government's going to figure that roughly
$8 billion ambunt that we owe them and you're

only really planning to pay the interest on that
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in the interin®

And why shoul d the federa
government absolve the state of that debt when
nost other states in the country used their COVID
relief funds to pay that off?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | actually don't
know what nost states in the country did.
think there were a variety of different nodels
used by different states.

And | don't actually believe we
think we have $8 billion in surplus COVID reli ef
funds to redirect for this purpose. No, in fact
they're agreeing with nme we don't.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | certainly do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: | f you don't agree
that the anount owed is 8 billion, what is your
t hought on what that debt is?

SENATOR KRUEGER: VWhat is ny

t hought on what the debt is? | nean --
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SENATCR O MARA: If it's not
8 billion. If it's not 8 billion, we owe --

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, | agree that
there's 8 billion in debt. [|'mjust saying --

SENATOR O MARA: Oh, | thought you
said you didn't agree with that. GCkay.

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, | was saying
we don't believe there's 8 billion in surplus
COVI D funds that could be used to pay that debt.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: O the -- between
t he Executive proposal and the Senate's one-house
proposal increasing spending by about
$14.5 billion, how rmuch of that spending is
recurring spending that's going to be built in
going forward fromyear to year?

SENATOR KRUECGER: G ve us a mnute.

(Pause.)

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1430

SENATOR KRUEGER: W know 2 billion
is noney that we have on a recurring basis. W
think there is nore than that, but we don't have
the answer right now But staff is going to work
on it as you and | continue this dialogue and try
to get nme a better answer for you.

SENATOR O MARA: Ckay. Through
you, Madam President, if the Senator wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: | guess when
they're looking at that, if they could | ook at
what of this $14.5 billion is not going to be
recurring and what that's going to. Since we
appear to be using, to balance this budget, a |ot
of noney that are in reserves, in a variety of
reserve funds. So those are really one-shots, so
that source is not going to be recurring because
we're going to deplete it in spending it here
this year.

So if they could tell us how nuch of
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this increase in this budget is not going to be
recurring and what it's being spent on.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Two separate
guestions, | get that.

So the truth is when we took a | ook,
when you add up the different reserve funds that
the state has -- and we strongly believe that
there should be a healthy reserve Rainy Day Fund
for the state. And in fact in history it did
fall too low. And we actually think that when we
add it all up, that the Governor over-projected
how much we do need to have in reserves, which is
why we're going to intend to use sone of them
this year.

But ny coll eague is absolutely
right; that's a nodel that you cannot necessarily
recur spendi ng on, depending on any given year
and how nmuch noney that actually has cone into
reserves versus hasn't. W've all been quite
surprised by how strong the tax revenues
continued to come in during the | ast several
years, and that it actually has neant the state
increased its projections on revenues nultiple
ti mes and has not decreased them

Hence various funds in the state
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have grown | arger than anticipated, including
what's called the STIP Fund, which | believe is
now $50 billion in cash that we hold as a state
to make good on our appropriated comtnents.
And it's larger than it's ever been before.

So we certainly don't want to put
any commtnents of the state at risk or nake sure
that we have the cash managenent that we need if
t hi ngs change, as they nay do. But to be honest,
we've found that there is significant anounts of
noney in the various reserve funds by the state
that it's not obvious there's a reason to have
such | arge anounts there when we have so many
priorities by the people of New York for things
the state needs to do for them

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

|f the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: A-- 1 would say a
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vast majority of econom sts opining out there on
the condition of our econony is a significant
expectation of a recession that we're likely
heading into. Wy would it not be wise for us to
hold as rmuch in reserve as possible given what
may come as a recession and severely inpact our
revenues being coll ected?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So we are
confident that the anobunt of nonies that woul d
still be available for reserves and rainy day
funds and STIP would all still be adequate to
deal with a downturn in the econony based on what
has happened to us in other recessions.

Weirdly, and | think probably those
of us on both sides of the aisle recognize that
econoni sts have had extrenely m xed opi nions
about what a recession |ooks like in this
21st-century world where they tal k about soft
| andi ngs, they tal k about hard | andi ngs, they
tal k about recession wthout people losing their
j obs, they tal k about recessions where people's
j obs continue but wages are out of whack with
reality and inflation.

Sol do -- 1 want to say | agree

that we're wal king into a new nodel of how we
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eval uate econonies -- nationally,

internationally, and at the state level. But I'm

al so quite sure that we do not intend to draw
down so nuch in funding that we would not have

what we need available with shifting econom c

realities.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Certainly ny
perspective, and | think those on ny side of the
ai sl e here, being generally nore conservative
fiscally, is that it would be wi ser and safer,
gi ven these uncertain tinmes, that we protect
t hose reserves rather than increasing spending at
t he percentage we're tal ki ng about.

And what is the percentage increase
we're tal king about with this $14.5 billion
i ncrease?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | | ooked at the
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percentage. A 6.5 increase in Al Funds.

And in response to the opening of
that question, | will point out that the research
shows that governments who actually invest in
spendi ng during econom ¢ downturns actually do
better in turning things around for thensel ves as
t hey come out of the bad tines.

So we can have different views about
what the role of the government is in economc
downturns. But | think that nmy conference would
probably side with the you invest nore in your
peopl e when there are econonic bad tinmes, and you
end up com ng out stronger at the end.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: A 6.5 percent
increase in spending in this year's budget. And
according to ny notes, the two-year outl ook --

which is as far as the financial plan that the
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Majority's put together goes, is one nore year --
that it's over a 13 percent increase over that
t wo-year period?

SENATOR KRUEGER: W're going to
doubl e-check and get back to you on that al so.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: My notes al so
indicate that with this spending increase in this
year's budget that, in the budgets in the State
of New York since 2019, there will be about a
40 percent increase in spending in just those
four years. How can we justify that rate of
spending? | don't think our econony is grow ng
at that rate.

SENATOR KRUECGER: So because we had
so nmuch additional federal funding during the
COVI D years, that was a sort of a very |large but

known and to some degree artificial bunp in
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spending. So we are now at the end of the COVID
noney, so that actually is technically being
subtracted out of what we have.

But I will point out that our
revenues have been grow ng faster than our
proj ections in spending those years, so
apparently so far it's been okay.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: | guess | need a
little further explanation of -- at |east ny
under st andi ng, the extra spending due to COVID, a
ot of that -- nost of that was federal funds
that canme in that we spent for COVID. And those
are not going to be recurring receipts or
revenues that we're going to get fromthe federa
gover nment .

Yet all our overall spending isn't

goi ng down by that amount. The spending in this
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pl an continues to grow. How do we nake up for
that | oss of federal relief that's not going to
be com ng to sustain this spending?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So just to
clarify, your question was about a 40 percent
bunmp, and | was pointing out that that was to
sonme degree an artificial junp covered by federa
funds, saying the federal funds aren't
continuing. So when you | ook at actual state
spending, it's not going up at the 40 percent
| evel .

So that was -- question one was how
could we go up that much, and the answer was
there were federal funds. W took them we used
them They aren't going to be here anynore,
there's just sone of it left, |I think having to
be spent by the end of the next fiscal year.

So when you' re aski ng questions
about how our budget is grow ng based on state
funds, it's the nunbers you and | were talKking
about up till now, and ny point that our revenues
actual ly have been keeping up with that spending
and actually have been hi gher than projected
during that tine.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
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Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: So are you telling
us, then, that when these COVID funds are finally
used up at the end of next year then our overal
spending in the state is going to drop back down
by that 40 percent? O how nmuch is it going to
drop back down, of that 40 percent increase over
t he past four years?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So we do
proj ected budgets for the outyears that are never
right. But if you take a | ook at the Governor's
proposed changes for the outyears, there is an
expectation of some |lowering in revenue. And
that is actually why she has been building in
reserve funds. And we're not opposed to her
bui l di ng up reserve funds, as | said before.

But to actually ask what won't we
spend or what we won't continue a year from now,

|"mjust not sure that I'min a position to
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answer that. |'"'mnot sure that DOB would be in a

position to answer that.

SENATCR O MARA: Madam Pr esi dent
if the sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or Krueger
the financial plan that's been presented to us
only goes out one nore year beyond this year's
proposed budget .

What in that one year -- and what's
not in the plan, if you know or your staff
knows -- what is the projected surplus or
deficits we're going to be |ooking at to sustain
this spending plan that's being proposed?

SENATOR KRUEGER: For a year out,
is that what you're asking?

SENATOR O MARA: A year out and
beyond, if you know.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Ri ght. Again,
think I just answered that question. Going out

beyond one year is al nost an inpossible
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assignment to do in government because we al
operated on a one-year base.

What we do know is that based on our
one- house projections, we will still have reserve
funds of alnost $28 billion with our proposal,
wal ki ng into the follow ng year.

W believe, based on what the
Governor projected -- (conferring).

So the Governor -- sorry, |I'm going
to just read her book for a second. So the
Governor's financial plan overview has us with a
$5 billion deficit starting in '25, growing to an
$8.5 billion deficit in '28 -- '26, excuse ne.
And down to a $7 billion deficit in '27

Nobody |ikes to |look at deficit
nunmbers. You and | both don't. But | think
we' ve both been here | ong enough to know t hat we
have |ived through nmultiple stories where the
outyears show deficits. W cone together, we
negoti ate a budget for that year, and we make
sure it balances. So I'mquite confident that we
woul d do the sane for next year and the year
after and the year after.

The years when you have deficits are

| ess fun than the years that you don't. W all
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know that. But we, the State of New York,
actually have figured out howto do this, year
in, year out, regardless of who's in the
executive chanber.

And again, right now, we're still in
a norment in history where our revenues are coni ng
in stronger than projected by the Governor.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or Krueger.

That deficit nunmber that you
menti oned fromthe book here, the source of that
was your cal cul ations or the Division of the
Budget ' s?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, the
Governor's Executive Budget.

SENATCR O MARA: The Covernor's

Executive Budget, you say?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: | was readi ng her
nunmbers. Yes, sir.

SENATOR O MARA: kay. Now, the --

SENATOR KRUEGER: Her 30-day
amended version, excuse ne.

SENATOR O MARA: Ckay. But we
don't have those nunmbers based on this one-house
pr oposal .

SENATOR KRUEGER: No. W don't go
out that far. W don't have the same size staff
t hey do.

SENATOR O MARA: The -- through
you, Madam President, if the Senator wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Since the Majority
has only provided a one-year advance | ookout, nmny
understanding is the Division of Budget will be
scoring, so to speak, this one-house at sone
point. But they haven't done that yet, so we

don't know what their take is on structural
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deficits or surpluses in outyears.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Correct. And |
think that's an inportant point, that this is a
one- house proposal. The Assenbly is doing their
one- house proposal. Both of those bills are the
goal s, wi shes and dreans of our conference.

Do we think the final Executive
Budget is going to be exactly what we're passing
today? No, we don't. It gives us an opportunity
to have | ooked hard at so many issues that the
peopl e of New York are telling us are their
priorities, to be creative and innovative about
ways we could help pay for those things, to put
it on the table, with the Assenbly and the
Governor, and negotiate an ultimate Executive
Budget. \Which of course constitutionally wll
need to be bal anced, and hopefully done on or
close to April 1st.

| am personally very confident that
we can negotiate that successfully, but | have no
illusions that everything we have put in this
docunent today is what is going to be the fina
budget .

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Senat or.
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Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: There -- as you
mentioned, there's a tax increase to the highest
earners in New York of roughly about a 5 percent
increase, a little bit under, to those brackets.
G ven the econom c uncertainties, high potentia
for a recession, significant concern right now
over bank failures that we've seen in the |ast
week and where that mght end up, is -- and the
strength of and the reliance upon the financi al
i ndustry that we have on our budgets here in
New York, are there concerns of taxing these
hi ghest earners, a |lot of those in our financial
i ndustry in Manhattan, and of running them out of
the state?

SENATOR KRUEGER: W didaPIT
i ncrease on the wealt hiest New Yorkers during the
COVID crisis. Now revenues are comng in

stronger t han ever.
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Many of the New Yorkers who
technically fall into these brackets actually
don't necessarily live here. They live sone of
the tinme here, but they earn their noney here, so
they owe their taxes here.

So objectively, we don't know if the
peopl e who nake over 5 million a year are in
finance or are not. They probably are investing
in financial instruments. And if they had such a
bad year that they lost their noney, they would
not owe this, because they would not then be
earning $5 million to $25 mllion a year.

So | don't actually get particularly
concerned about these people geographically
| eavi ng, because they have nultiple houses all
over the world, that they nove around from pl ace
to place. The marginal tax rates on that
category of popul ati on does not necessarily
appear to drive anybody's deci sions about where
they are living or where they are worKking.

And again, if things get bad enough
and nobody's making over 5 mllion a year, we
won't draw in that tax revenue and that woul d be
a tough issue for us. But |I find it very

unli kely, based on the research on who w ns and
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who | oses, even when you go through recessions or
even when you have banks closing, that this

uni verse of people are not the people |osing

t heir noney.

In fact, disturbingly, some of the
research shows that these fol ks have been
conparing notes and meking sure to get their
noney out before anything happens, so they
actually do even better when the rest of us are
facing threats or losses in the narkets or our
j obs.

So no, this is a relatively snal
uni verse of people who are incredibly savvy about
t he econony, how they make their noney, how they
pay their taxes. And | do not believe for a
mnute that this small increase in their persona
i ncome taxes for this very small universe of
extrenely weal thy people will inpact their
busi ness nodeling or where they pay their taxes.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: You know, |
don't -- | certainly don't share your |ack of
concern over the potential of |osing those high
earners and basically the cash cow that funds al
of the progranms that everybody here wants to
fund. Particularly with a significant increase
in just the last couple of years of major
financial institutions opening up significant
offices in other, lower-cost states. That's a
trend that seens to be conti nuing.

s there anything in this budget to
encourage the financial industry to renmain here
in New York and not flee to | ower-cost states?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes. Thanks for
t he questi on.

The research about why busi nesses
| ocate places shows us that it's all about
infrastructure: WIIl we, the State of New York
have the infrastructure to support the businesses
they run or wish to start? WII we have reliable
energy, clean water, nass transit, roads and
bri dges, educated workforce to work for these

conmpani es?
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And | think, proudly, that the
proposed budget we have put before us today
focuses exactly on those issues which are going
to make the difference as to whether New York
continues to thrive as a state or fail as a
state. It matters upstate, it matters downstate.

The research is international that
the opportunities to nake New York the state
peopl e want to bring their businesses to, run
their businesses in, are far, far nore inpacted
by the list of itens | just gave you than a
margi nal tax rate on a business. O on an
extrenely weal t hy person perhaps owning nultiple
busi nesses.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: What do we have in

t hi s one-house proposal for incentives for
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busi nesses to cone here to New York from ot her
states or to grow here, the ones that are
sticking it out here in New York? What are we
doi ng to encourage that kind of growmh in this
budget ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

| think it's the sane list | just
gave. W are investing in our mass transit
system we're investing in our roads and bridges,
we're investing in our clean water and our clean
air and an environnental set of energy policies
going forward that will assure us that we can
have a nodern green econony supported by the
kinds of utilities that don't destroy the planet
in the process.

We are working very hard to inprove
our K through 12 system and our university system
t hroughout the state and make sure that it is
nore coordi nated with what the needs of the
wor kf orce are.

There is a reason that the
| onest -t axed states in the country with the
| owest educational attainnment and the | east
infrastructure are the states that are not doing

well, even in a good econony. And states |ike
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ours, even though we have hit sone problens --
and | don't deny that we have problens -- but
states like ours, in good tinmes and bad tines,
are still ahead of the gane fromthe rest of the
country.

So the nodel that invests in our
future, invests in our infrastructure, is what
makes busi nesses want to cone here and stay here.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Madam President, if the Senator wll
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you -- do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: " msorry. Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

On the -- on the two personal incone
tax increases at the highest levels, what is that
rate going to be, the conmbined rate of those
brackets, for those individuals -- and they're --
they' re weal thy individuals making over 5 mllion
and those making over 25 million. | mght have

one or two of those in ny entire district. 1'm
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not even sure that | have one or two, but it's a
couple, so ...

What is the total tax conbined,
federal inconme tax, these state incone taxes, on
t hose individual s? How much of their income wll
their total tax be? For sonebody living in
New York City.

(Pause.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: Wiile they're
giving me the nunbers, I'll tell you that it's a
trick question. Because we know that at the
hi ghest income brackets, because of so many
exenptions that can be taken, that basically
nobody at the highest tax brackets for federal
taxes is actually paying the full percentage.

And in fact research continues to
show that the billionaires of America -- and |
believe we are tal king about billionaires pretty
much in these storylines, mllionaires --
multimllionaires and billionaires -- that the
anount of taxes in total that they are paying are
often | ower than what their secretaries are
payi ng, as a percentage.

So sinply looking at a tax chart

doesn't get you the truth
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SENATOR O MARA: Can you tell ne
what that nunmber is? M calculationis it's
about 52 percent.

SENATOR KRUEGER: I f you were
paying full maxi mum | oad. But again, the
research shows that al nost nobody is paying that.

And with all due respect to people
who earn 5 mllion and nore, they have very good
accountants who figure out how to nmaxinm ze tax
exenptions and expenditures. There was just a
whol e series of articles that canme out today on a
website called Politico docunenting how little
t he hi ghest wealthy people in this country are
actually paying in real taxes for us.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: And | was just
rem nded, this is just PIT. It has nothing to do

wi th capital gains, which is also how the
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weal t hi est Anmericans take nost of their revenue,
not through a PIT or a wage check

SENATOR O MARA: | agree with you
that there's a |lot of |oopholes. And there's a
| ot of things that accountants can do to hide
income and the basis on what that tax is being
pai d on.

So why do we focus on increasing the
tax rates, given that that's the case? And why
aren't we focusing on changing the | oopholes in
the taxes so that those individuals are actually
payi ng the tax on the income they have rather
than us just raising a 5 percent increase on
sonmet hing that, as you acknow edge, they're not
going to be paying fully anyways? What are we
doing in this budget to close those | oophol es?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So | actually
agree with you that we should be doing nore on
that, and I would --

SENATCR O MARA: It's the heavier
lift.

SENATOR KRUECGER: It is the heavier
lift, because you --

SENATCR O MARA: It's the nore

conplicated part of it.
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Well, you have to
deal with coupling versus decoupling fromthe
federal. You have to deal with the questions
about what are they paying for taxes or avoiding
through state by state junping. It's -- you
know, | talk about the range wars between states
that we all keep going down this path where we're
providing all the progranms and services and yet
everybody's figured out how to not pay us for
them which is a real problem

We do in this budget specifically
decouple fromthe federal Opportunity Zone
program which shoul d save us significant noney
starting not this year, but next year -- a couple
hundred ml1lion?

We are hopefully going to pass the
Fal se Clainms Act that this house has passed tw ce
and been vetoed by the Governor that would all ow
us to actually hold conpanies who fail to pay
their New York State taxes nore accountabl e and
go after them and get the noney.

| can give you one exanple of one
conpany that ended up having to pay us
$300 m |l lion because we had addressed sone of the

false claimproblens in our Tax Law, but we need
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to fix this | oophole which is allowing -- we
don't even know how many conpani es and wel | -t o-do
people fromconpletely avoiding tax liability in
New York State because there's no penalty for not
filing at all. There's a penalty if you
knowi ngly file falsely, but there's no penalty at
all if you don't file at all.

So those are two mmj or things that
we are trying to fix in this docunent. But I
woul d | ove, Tom to work with you -- excuse ne,
Senator, | would love to work with you in the
future on how to address other changes in state
| aws that woul d assure us our fair share of
revenue nmade in New York State. Because | do
think that all of this is due a giant overhaul.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

|f the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: In addition to

t hose personal incone tax increases we tal ked
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about, | have we're adding a 50-cent surcharge on
ridesharing, or Ubers and Lyfts?

SENATOR KRUEGER: It's a 50-cent
surcharge for trips that originate in New York
City. And the noney would go to help with the
MTA fiscal hole.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, is that
going to be in addition to whatever congestion
pricing fee -- if ever -- comes out?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Where do we stand
in the process of that congestion fee today? And
what's it likely to look like, do you think, when
it's finally resolved? If ever.

SENATOR KRUEGER: You know, | have
no crystal ball. | believe that in the steps we
are waiting for the federal governnent to
reeval uate the environnental inpact anal ysis that
was done and sign off on our being able to
cont i nue.

Then when they sign off, then there
is a conm ssion that has been created by | aw
al ready that woul d establish the | guess fences,
guardrails, and amounts within congestion
pri ci ng.

| don't know when they will get down
to doing their job because | don't think any of
us know when the federal governnent will sign
off. It's alittle frustrating because | can
assure you the MIA needs the nopney.

SENATOR O MARA: They do, and
woul d agr ee.

And t hrough you, Madam President, if

the Senator will continue to yield.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: It is frustrating.

And just from ny perspective, the
fact that it's held up with an environnent al
review, | don't see howthis action could in any
way, shape or formresult in an adverse inpact to
the environnent. Because it's intended to [imt
aut onobi l es, and therefore their em ssions, so |
just don't understand how the -- just a conment,
| guess, here.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | appreciate it.
And give nme the rest of your platform | m ght
support you for a federal post.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATCR O MARA: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thi s one-house
proposal has elimnated the increase in the
payroll tax to the MIA region. But it turns
around and i ncreases the corporate franchise tax
surcharge on corporations within the MIA from a
30 percent charge to a 45 percent charge. So a
50 percent increase on those businesses.

Does the anmount to be generated from
that new tax or increased tax, is that going to
of fset what you' ve given back on not having the
payrol |l tax increase?

SENATOR KRUEGER: W think it's
approxi mately the same anmount of noney for the
MIA in new revenue, but -- and we think that it's
approxi mately the same universe of conpani es who
are likely to pay either/or.

But it was the decision of our
conference that not expanding the PMI and rat her
going to a nore understandabl e and equitable
nodel of progressive corporate franchise tax
woul d get us the noney fromthe businesses in the
MIA region in a way that people were nore
confortable wth.

So, you know, it's to sonme degree --
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there's one nodel of business tax, there's
anot her nodel of business tax, and we think this
one m ght work better.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Well, it just
appears very blatantly to be just a matter of
semantics that maybe citizens will be nore
of fended by sonething called a payroll tax and
feel that that affects themnore directly, as
opposed to something that's just a corporate
franchise tax and that big bad corporation is
paying it.

But it's inpacting those businesses
equally. Wether it's called a payroll tax or
franchise tax, it's going to have the sane
negati ve expense to that business who provides
j obs to people in the MIA region.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | wish | had the
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detail ed anal ysis, but there's at |east a belief
that the PMI inpacts businesses based on the
nunber of people on their payroll. And we didn't
want to do sonething that woul d di scourage

busi nesses fromhiring and growi ng their payroll.

While if you do it on the corporate
franchise tax, it by definition, as a nore
progressi ve nodel of taxation, inpacts you the
nore noney you make, not the nunber of people you
have. So we actually thought it was a nore
progressive nodel that had | ess of a possibility
of inmpacting snaller businesses who woul d think
t hey were having to make a deci si on on how nany
peopl e t hey enpl oyed.

And the corporate franchi se tax
doesn't apply to hospitals, not-for-profits that
wi || have al so conpl ai ned about being thrown into
the PMI all these years.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you for
t hat .

Madam President, if the Senator will
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: |"ve just got a
coupl e nore, because we've got a | ot of nenbers
here with sonme ot her specific questions.

But in this one-house is the
CGovernor's proposed $1 billion for New York City
for their mgrant problemstill here?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

SENATOR O MARA: And t hrough you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: And
anot her probably -- maybe the nost significant
increase in spending in this one-house budget is
t he proposal to expand Medicaid to illega
immgrants here in this state. So an additional
$1.7 billion. But --

SENATOR KRUEGER: Since we've

gotten to healthcare and | see ny coll eague
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GQustavo Rivera excitedly stand up, because he
woul d | ove to answer your question, is that okay
if I hand it to hinf

SENATCR O MARA: No, that's fine,
but | really just had that sinple question.
There's going to be 1.7 billion for that?
t hi nk sonebody el se has sone nore questions on
that, so | won't get into it.

But Senator, will you yield on that?

SENATOR RI VERA: Il will vyield.

SENATCR O MARA: So the cost of
t hat proposal to expand Medicaid to illega
i mm grants beyond what we did |last year is going
to cost us an additional $1.7 billion, is that
correct?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, we actually -- funny enough,
there is a waiver that we can seek fromthe
federal government, which neans it will cost us
absol utel y not hi ng.

And nore inportantly,
Madam Presi dent, since we're on the subject,
undocunented folks -- illegal immgrants is one
way, certainly, torefer to them but | prefer to

refer to them as people who are undocunent ed.
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And these folks actually still are going -- are
getting sick, Madam President, and they are

wi nding up in our hospitals to the tune of

$500 million in energency Medicaid that is being
spent right now.

So yes, there is an appropriation,
Madam President, of 1.7 billion. But again, we
believe that if we get the waiver fromthe
federal governnment -- which has already been
sought by other states across the country -- that
it would cost us absol utely nothing.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ri vera, do you yield?

SENATOR RI VERA: Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: In the event that
we do not get this waiver fromthe federa
government for that, does the program not go
f orward?

SENATCR RI VERA: If we do not --

t hrough you, Madam President, if we are going --
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we believe very, very, very nuch that we will get
the wai ver, since it has been granted to other
states. But if it does not, we can still go
forward

And by the way -- Madam Presi dent,
through you -- "Il remnd all folks here that
these are fol ks who are already costing the state
$500 million in energency Medicaid.

SENATOR O MARA: Do you want to
triple that expense?

SENATCR RI VERA: One second,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Through you, Madam President, there
is actually noney that we can draw down fromthe
Essential Plan, so we have actually a surplus
fund that we can draw down to have a pass-through
so it actually would still be much | ess than we
are spending right now for emergency Medicaid for
fol ks who are already getting sick.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

| believe that's all | have, for now
at | east, Madam President. 1|'mnot sure who
wants to go next on our side.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
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you, Senator O Mara

Senat or Pal unbo.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. Good norning for a couple nore
m nut es.

" m going to be asking sone
guestions on public protection. So | assune the
wi nner may be Chairnman Bailey, if he would be so
kind as to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Bai |l ey, do you yield?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | ndeed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,

Chai rman. How are you?
SENATOR BAI LEY: I"mwell. How

about yoursel f?

SENATOR PALUMBO "' mwell, thank
you.

| have a few questions. | guess
we'll just start with the pretty straightforward

rejection, it looks |ike, of the Governor's
proposal to renove |least restrictive nmeans from

the bail reform statute. | s that accurate?

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1468

SENATCR BAI LEY: Senat or Pal unbo,
as you know, this Senate Majority is a
t houghtful , contenpl ati ve body, and we believe
that public safety is not fully enconpassing of
any one particular topic, so that would be
accurate.

SENATOR PALUMBO Wul d you
continue to yield, please.

SENATCR BAI LEY: Yes, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR PALUMBO W have seen
several studies, several statistical analyses,
news articles and so forth, regarding the effects
of bail reformon crine. And of course
there's -- | would say there's also a court of
publ i ¢ opinion where, when you poll this, you see
t hat people around the state are feeling

significantly | ess safe.

So by renoving this -- and it
| ooks -- and fromwhat |'ve seen there are no
ot her aspects or changes to bail reform |Is that

the Senate Majority's position, that that data is
i naccur ate?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Senat or Pal unbo - -
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t hrough you, Madam President. Senator Pal unbo,
we sat together at a hearing for close to
10 hours where we heard testinmony froma nunber
of different agencies, associations, and not one
agency nor association, individual, nade the
correlation that any increase in crine was
related, tangentially or directly, to bai
reform

W in the Senate Majority are a
data-driven najority. W base our actions, our
t hought ful actions, on data that we receive. And
again, we sat together in close proximty at that
hearing and | believe we heard the sane
information. And that information did not create
the correlation that you are alluding to,
Madam Pr esi dent .

SENATCOR PALUMBO WI 1l the Senator
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Definitely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Bai |l ey vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,

Chai r man.
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And | would -- | would certainly beg
to differ, because | heard a few different
things. And if we just think specifically
regardi ng the COVWPSTAT data fromthe New York
City Police Departnent for juvenile crime, for
exanpl e, juveniles conmtting shootings in 2022
were at 124. |n 2020, the year that bail reform
was initially enacted, 62. And the year before
that, before these reforns took effect, 48. So
yout h shootings have tripled. That should al arm
everyone.

| know there was al so a report that
was referred to as the John Jay in the past few
days -- the College of Crimnal Justice, | guess
a think tank associated with them-- canme out
with a report that the heading indicated that
there was no correlation.

However, when you | ook at the
nunbers and with respect to data, those who were
accused of a felony who were rearrested on a
violent felony were up 3.3 percent. O the
nunmber, excuse nme, the total nunber versus the
total nunber of crines. So it went fromthe
14 percent to 17.3. It nmay not sound that

significant, but that's a 23.5 percent increase,
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in an article that said bail reform had nothing
to do with an increase in crinme, of people
arrested for violent felonies, the recidivism
rate of people accused of felonies.

So is that data that is just being
conpl etely disregarded by the Senate Majority?

O is there sonme other take on it that |'m
m ssi ng?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent. Through you, Madam President, a
very inpressive cherry-picking of data, Senator
Pal unbo.

One correl ation does not equate to
causation, as you -- as you well know. And it's
interesting that you nmention violent felony
arrests. Everybody in this chanmber knows,
because we' ve been through this many tines, that
the violent felony arrests that you reference are
i ndeed bail-eligible.

So based upon that, are you
saying -- and | don't knowif | can ask it of
you, but | presunme that what you're saying is
that bail-eligible offenses that are bailable are
related to bail reform which is rel easing

i ndi vidual -- which is releasing individuals for
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nonvi ol ent felonies? 1s that -- are you making
t hat correl ation, Senator Pal unbo?

SENATOR PALUVMBO And t hank you
Senator. And I'll certainly yield or just
comment on that before ny next question, if
you'll continue to yield, that that wasn't the
statistic.

So to be accurate, it was those
i ndi vidual s charged with a non-bail able fel ony
who were subsequently arrested for a violent
f el ony.

So the underlying felony, the first
one, was a mandatory rel ease -- for exanple, sale
of drugs, sale of Fentanyl, |less than 2 ounces,
enough to kill everyone in this building, you
cannot set bail still. And the new charge was of
course a bailable -- a bailable, if you want to
call it that, offense of a violent felony. So
that's the distinction. And just that nunber
there has the roughly 25 percent increase.

And it looks |ike as though that --
|"msure we were all alarmed by that. W're on
this floor all the tine saying that even one
victim-- if this bill saves one life -- these

are hundreds of victinse in this own data set that

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1473

are new as a result of bail reform

So is that being addressed at all in
t hi s Senate one-house?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you, Madam
President. Are you referencing the John Jay
study? |Is that the study you' re referencing?

SENATOR PALUMBO | am That's
where | got that from

SENATOR BAI LEY: So the John Jay
study --

SENATOR PALUVMBO Because | thought
t hat m ght have been sonething that may have
been -- and |"msorry to interrupt, just |
t hought that --

SENATOR BAI LEY: No, no worries.
think this is a cordial debate, and | think that
people are entitled to hear -- hear -- hear us
sayi ng.

So that John Jay data college --
excuse nme, the information that the John Jay
Col | ege's data, you know, collective, indicates
that there is a 44 percent two-year rearrest rate
frombail reform as opposed to a 50 percent rate
prior to bail reform

So that decrease seens to indicate
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that some of the steps that have been taken are
actually effective if it's 6 percent |ower, based
upon that sanme statistical -- that statistic that
you just brought up. Madam President, through
you.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,

Chai rman. Wuld you continue to yield?

SENATOR BAI LEY: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

And -- well, in that regard -- and
that was just a broad stroke. So I think there
have been significant changes in policing as far
as even arresting individuals and charging them
W know, based on the data from our Public
Protection hearing, that a nunber of cases,
over -- | think it's 62 percent of m sdeneanors
have been -- are being dism ssed in our court
syst em because you coupled this with discovery
reforns. The people can't get ready in tine, the
prosecution can't have their cases organi zed
enough.

So | guess we'll agree to di sagree

on what those nunbers nmean. But if you take
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every crime and every arrest then, yes, you're
absolutely right. Assum ng that, you know, those
nunbers are accurate, which | believe they were,
based on the limted area of study.

But within those sane nunbers, |'m
focusing on the big stuff. Not the turnstile
junping that we're not even arresting people for
at this point. 1'mtalking about violent
felonious, victinms of violent felonies. And that
is a big nunber.

And | just think that's sonething
t hat cannot be ignored, regardl ess of what |
think an overall ideology is that we can't nake
any changes no matter what.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thr ough you, Madam
President. Again, this Senate Majority has nade
changes on a nunber of occasions to nany statutes
that relate to public safety.

Just this past week, in the Senate
St andi ng Conmttee on Codes, we had a truly
vi cti mcentered Codes agenda where you and your
col | eagues voted in the majority for the vast
maj ority of |egislation.

Also in reference to the

conversation which you're tal king about, about
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arrests and policing, | have never been an
officer of the law. | do not know policing like
officers knowit. You would have to ask

i ndi vidual s in the NYPD and ot her forces around
the State of New York as to why they are doing
policing the way that they're doing it.

In addition to that, when we speak
about funding for discovery, there is significant
funding for discovery in this budget. Also at
the Public Protection hearing -- excuse ne, at
the Public Protection hearing, the Finance
hearing, we heard froma nenber of the District
Attorneys Association of the State of New York
who indicated that there were 19 counties that
had yet to apply for funding for their district
attorney -- for the discovery reformthat was put
in |last year's enacted budget.

In addition to that, we in the
Senate Majority believe that public safety is not
monolithic. 18B increase -- | know that you're a
supporter of that. W' re tal king about |ong
hours in courts. Just today ny coll eague Senat or
Hoyl man- Si gal tweeted sonet hi ng about m dt own
comunity courts opening their doors for an extra

day, a coll aboration between district attorneys,
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el ected officials, and conmunity residents.

So we're taking steps, concrete
steps. Because, again, public safety is not, you
know, predicated upon two words, bail reform

SENATOR PALUMBO. Wul d you
continue to yield, please, Senator?

SENATOR BAI LEY: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

So just to wap up this area of
guestioning, the bottomline is in this one-house
the Senate Majority rejects any changes to bai
reform Is that fair to say?

SENATOR BAI LEY: The Senate
Majority is a contenplative body that has and
always will listen to the needs of 20 million
New Yor kers, not just the voices of a few
attenpting to discredit the hard work that we
have done at this |evel.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senator. | will take that as a yes, | guess.

But woul d you continue to yield for
sonme questions? W'Il nove on to Cean Slate,

pl ease.
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SENATCR BAI LEY: Clean Slate? W
will leave that in the able hands of ny brother
Senat or Zel |l nor Myri e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Myrie, do you yield?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senator. How are you? Good afternoon now. It's
past noon hour.

SENATOR MYRI E: Happy March Madness
Day.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PALUMBO, Yes. So | see
that the Clean Slate Act is in this one-house,
and it includes sealing all convictions other
t han those that are defined as a sex offense. |Is
t hat accurate?

SENATCR MYRI E: That's correct.
Through you, Madam President, that's correct.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, would the Senator continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
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do you vyiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

And, Senator, it also nakes a
reference to 168A of the Corrections Law. And
when | | ook at the definitions, "sex offense" has
a bunch of enunerated offenses in Section 2. But
if we nove to Section 3, there are al so of fenses
call ed sexually violent offenses. And that's not
referenced in the Clean Sl ate.

So since it's an exclusive list of
nonseal abl e of fenses, all other -- other than
A felonies, right -- all other types of crines
are sealable. Am 1 msunderstanding that, or is
t hat accurate?

(Pause.)

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam President. The bill references convictions
that require the individual to register as a

sex offender. That registration process includes
the crimnal offenses that you just referenced.

SENATOR PALUMBO Wul d you

continue to yield, Senator.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senat or Myri e.

And if | look at this in Part UU
line 52, the conviction is not defined as a sex
of fense under Section 168 of the Correction Law.
So that seens quite specific.

So it's not actually registerable,
it's a sex offense. So the way | read this -- |
don't know, I'massumng this is an oversight --
rape in the first degree is sealable. Rape in
the third degree is not. Because it says a sex
of fense, which is a very different definition,
has a very different -- is a differently defined
termthan sexual ly violent offense.

And in fact in sexually violent
of fenses, there is a list of those very heinous
crimes that are not contained in Section 2 for
"sex offense.”

So can you reconcile that for ne,

pl ease?
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SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam President, | would reiterate what | just
ment i oned.

Any individual that commts an
of fense that requires themto register as a sex
of fender, which a sexually violent offense would
require, would not be eligible for sealing,
including the crimes that you just nentioned.

SENATCOR PALUMBO Wul d the Senat or
continue to yield, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO So with respect
to those crimes that can be sealed and will be
seal ed automatically -- before we get to a few
speci fic ones, because | know we've had different
iterations of this bill over the years -- is
there anything that the convicted of fender has to
do as far as maybe, you know, get a GED, get a
j ob, show some sort of, you know,
rehabilitation -- alcohol, drugs, whatever it may

be -- do a program in order to get the benefits
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of the Clean Slate?

O is it just automatic, you do
not hing and it happens?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam President, |I'mglad that the Senator has

brought this up

This is an economcs bill. This is
an antipoverty bill. This is a housing bill,
it's an education bill. And the reason | say

that is individuals who have served their time --
you were accused of a crinme, it was adjudicated,
you were convicted, and you served the
consequence -- that individual should not be

puni shed in perpetuity.

We don't have that as a
constitutional principle. And | recall a couple
of weeks ago you and sone of your coll eagues
standing up very strongly for the Constitution,
and said "W rnust uphold the Constitution."

Wel |, our Constitution does not
har bor puni shnment in perpetuity. You pay the
consequence for your crime, and then you are
reintegrated into society.

| ndi vi duals with convictions -- and

in New York that nunber is around 2.5 mllion --

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1483

can no | onger get a house, get a job, get
education. And then we expect those individuals
to not return to the very things that led to

t heir conviction.

So there aren't requirenments for
themto be a beneficiary of this sealing, because
our current statutes allow for sealing but only
0.5 percent of individuals eligible for that
seal i ng take advantage of it. The process is
cunber sone, oftentinmes requires an attorney.

And so the automatic nature of this
is neant to give themthe benefit of having
remai ned crinme-free for various periods of tine,
depending on the conviction. [It's an incentive
to be on your best behavior. Because any
crimnal offense restarts the clock and you're no
| onger a beneficiary.

So this is, in addition to all of
the things that | nentioned before, a public
safety bill that encourages individuals to be a
part of their communities, provide for their
famlies, and be an exanple for the other folks
in the conmunity.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,

Senator. Wuld you continue to yield.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

And when we tal k about being on best
behavior, the previous iteration of this bill had
that you had to be -- you could not be
incarcerated either in a state or local facility.

This version renoves the |oca
requirenent. So if you're in on a -- you know,
we used to say doing a county bullet, you're
doi ng eight nonths at -- you serve a year --
you're sentenced to a year, you serve eight
months. If you're in, those eight nonths that
are ticking -- the sealing period has already

started under this newiteration, is that

correct?

So if you're not upstate but you're
still incarcerated, as long as you're not upstate
on a felony, that the clock will already start

and begin the sealing process?
SENATOR MYRI E: That is correct,

t hrough you, Madam President. And that was a
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result of feedback that we received from DCIS and
sonme ot her | aw enforcenent agencies on the
ability to track individuals' records when they
are in local correctional facilities.

And that is just one of the
anendnents that we have made over the past three
years. This bill is inits seventh iteration
W' ve had broad discussions with you, your
col | eagues. We had a hearing on this. W spoke
to DAs offices. W spoke to the NYPD. W spoke
to many other | aw enforcenment agencies. And we
t ook that feedback

And | hope that that conveys to you,
your coll eagues, and to the rest of the state
that we have been willing to listen to
st akehol ders involved in this. But that
particul ar amendnent was a result of DCIS' s
conmmuni cati ons to us.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senator. Wuld you continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

Senat or vyi el ds.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1486

SENATOR PALUVMBO You are artfully
eating up sone tinme. You' re doing a good job
over there.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR PALUMBO You know, at the
end of the day this version allows only a few --
| guess | aw enforcenent, certain |icensing
agencies -- ability to use -- to see these -- the
seal ed records.

And so ny question in that regard is
coul d a bank have access to soneone's seal ed
record of a financial crine?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam President. If it's required for |icensing,
yes. |If not, no.
But I will note that the |argest

financial institution in New York and in the
country, JPMorgan, is a huge supporter of this
bill.

SENATOR PALUVMBO WI1l you continue
to yield, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Virtually all of
the -- not virtually, all animl abuse,
Agriculture and Markets crinmes agai nst -- you
know, for torturing animls, having dogfights,
things like that, those are all seal abl e.

WI1l a veterinary hospital have the
ability to see that someone's been convicted of
t hose types of crimes when they' re |ooking to
hi re someone?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam President. Again, if it's required for
| i censing, yes.

And |'d also note that we have in
the bill if you are a mandated fingerprinter, the
suggestion being that that is a sensitive job,
that al so would grant you access to an
i ndi vidual's records.

SENATOR PALUMBO Wul d you
continue to yield, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

Senat or vyi el ds.
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SENATOR PALUMBO. One | ast
guestion, really, on Cean Slate is regarding
this -- the new charges that can make the cl ock
stop, so to speak, or restart the clock on the
two and seven years for m sdeneanor and fel ony,
it appears to ne that it's only a new charge
pendi ng i n New York

So if there's a charge pending, a
new charge in New Jersey, for exanple, does that
reset the clock on sealing the New York
convi ction?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam President, this was also the result of
conversations we had with | aw enforcenent
agencies. You can imagine the difficulty of a
New York agency attenpting to follow the charges
for external states' actions.

And so we were told that for
adm ni stration purposes that this would nmake the
process nmuch easi er.

And | woul d al so t hink,
phi |l osophically, that it is not the role of the
State of New York to be nmonitoring what's
happening in the other states. But we should be

hol di ng peopl e accountable for what they do in
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this state and, after they have served their tine
and paid that consequence, then give themthe
opportunity to have sealing.

SENATOR PALUMBO. Wul d you
continue to yield, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO So then just so
|"mclear, Senator Myrie, then if there's a
matter pending in federal court, Southern
District, is that considered a New York charge?
O obviously, you know, Northern District of
| daho, if you're charged with, say, a trafficking
charge, even human sex trafficking -- I'll give
you an easy one -- a very serious crine in
federal court across the border or even in the
border, does that still qualify to renove the
avai lability of having your case seal ed
automatical |l y?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam President, and | say this with great

respect for ny colleague, but this is a state
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| egi sl ature, and we are not responsible for what
happens in the federal system Qur jurisdiction
lies within the State of New York, and that is
what this lawis attenpting to change.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senator. |If you would just yield for another
gui ck question and then I'Il wap up.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

It | ooks as though there's a mllion
dollars statewide to inplement Clean Slate, is
t hat correct?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, yes.

SENATOR PALUVMBO WIIl you yield
for one nore question.

SENATOR MYRI E: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO O course, right,

there's al ways one nore.
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Do we have any studies or any fiscal
on how much it will really cost everyone to sea
all these records? Because not all the
fingerprints are digitized. |In some of these
smal l er courts they still do it the ol d-fashi oned
way. So within two years, if they have to sea
the prior crimes that they need to catch up,
they're going to have to dig out these old files,
mark it seal ed, do what's necessary, return
itens.

So do we have any idea how nuch this
is really going to cost?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

Madam President. This is the nunber that this
conference arrived at for -- at this particular
time.

| am nore than happy to put nore
funding in, if that's what you are suggesting.
But we will continue the conversations with DCJS
and our various | aw enforcenent agencies that
woul d have jurisdiction over these records.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senat or .

On the resolution, please,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Pal umbo on the resol ution.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you.

"1l just be real brief because |
know we have a few ot her speakers.

But unfortunately, this is -- seens
to fall on deaf ears. W have a court of public
opi nion. W have actual statistics show ng
violent crine is up, youth crine has al nost
tripled, and it's just being ignored.

| don't really understand how we can
claimto be for public safety when we tal k sone
comments regarding the Constitution -- and, you
know, | get it, that the Constitution is about
fairness, nmaybe punishnments fitting the crine.
There's a bal ancing test here. Wen you have
certain types of offenses that you commt agai nst
society, there is a debt that you have to pay
society, to society, and sone of it is lifetine.
Not all of it.

We actually have a current system of
seal ing cases. You can seal them you can nake
an application to the court. Legal Aidis
certainly available for the indigent to make such

applications, seal a felony if they so choose.
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This is unlimted, this Cean Slate,
unlimted. Forget about ignoring the bai
reform You know, that's sonmething that | think,
as the world starts to really |ook at these
nunbers and understand that we have hundreds and
hundreds of new victinms in our great state thanks
to these changes.

Sol will be voting no on this
resolution and | urge ny coll eagues to do the
sane.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senator Borrello.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| have a question on el ections,
specifically in Aid to Localities with the public
canpai gn finance, whoever woul d be handling that.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: "1l give it a
whirl, vyes.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you for
giving it a whirl.

So can you tell ne how much noney
was allocated in this one-house budget for the
publ i ¢ canpai gn finance?

SENATOR KRUEGER: There's a total
of $25 million, 15 mllion for the infrastructure
to build this system what we need, and
10 million for starting off on the nmatching
funds.

Yes, it's exactly what the Executive
pr oposed.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR BORRELLO So it's the sane
anount that the Governor has proposed.

How did we cone up with these
nunbers? \What was the basis for these nunbers,

do you know?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: So the 15 mllion
was based on what the State Board of Elections
asked us for, for their -- to neet their needs
for software, building new infrastructure,
addi tional staff.

The 10 mllion is a starting point
for matching funds. M understanding is, though,
that the State Conptroller has the authority to
draw down additional funds if and when necessary
for the matching program under the |aw we al ready
passed in 2020.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Wel |, thank you
for that response.

There's been a lot of reports in the
nmedia that the rollout of this public canpaign
fi nance may be delayed. 1Is that true?

SENATOR KRUECGER: | don't know. |

read those stories also.
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SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO | nmean, you
know, the only real exanple we have to followis
New York City. And |I've also read a | ot of
articles that that programin New York Gty is
just filled with waste, fraud and abuse. So do
you think that that may be a reason for
guestioni ng whether we can do this better on a
statewi de scale than they're doing it in New York
Cty?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So,

Madam Presi dent -- so, one, actually there's
nodel s from around the country that have been
working. | personally come from New York City.
| would | ove the exanples of waste, fraud and
abuse that Senator Borrello is asking nme to
expl ai n, because ny understanding is they catch
people, they fine them they get the noney back.

Just the way they're supposed to.
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SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO "1l be happy to
share that information with you offline. But it
doesn't seemlike it's going all that well, but
we can have a difference of opinion on that.

So | want to nove on to, if | could
now, to sonme additional mandates for the | ocal
Boards of Elections in Part GG of Part -- it
i ncreases the m ni num pay for poll workers,
mandatory staff |evels for Boards of Elections.
It's going to require that the Board of El ections
conmmi ssioner is going to be a full-time enpl oyee.

Al'l those proposals will add cost to
the |l ocal Boards of Elections, won't they?

SENATOR KRUECGER: Yes, so those are
actually bills that we've passed in this house |
think this year already. And we are putting in
nmoney in the budget, 15 mllion, for the

|ocalities to help with the -- their costs, and
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15 million centrally to the State Board of
El ections. So $30 million to put these reforns
into place.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
if the sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So $30 million
total for |ocal governments to access.

So howis it -- first of all, that's
just for this year. That's not going to
guar ant ee anything going forward, correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Every single
dollar we spend in the State Budget is one year
and has to be renewed or not renewed. So it's no
di fferent than any ot her noney we're spendi ng.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO This is the | ast
guestion on this.

So how woul d those | ocal Boards of
El ections access that noney? | nean, is it going
to be a voucher, is it going to be sonme kind of a
conpetitive grant? How is that noney going to be
di stri buted?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, it would be
t hrough grants in some fornulaic way, | suppose
the way we give other noney to | ocal Boards of
El ecti ons.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So really we're
not really -- we're nandati ng that they have
t hese increases, but we really don't have a set
way to guarantee that they're going to get a
speci fic anpbunt of noney to cover those nandates,

is that correct?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: ' m not sure that
any noney we give themeach year is in a set
formula, so | don't know that this would be
di fferent than any other way that we fund them
for all the other things they do. But |I'm
doubl e- checki ng. (Pause.)

I"'mstill trying to get the answer
for you on whether the formula of how they get it
is different than how we gi ve them noney now.

But again, |'m enphasizing we did
pass the bills. And we are trying to get them
nmoney to nake sure that they can inpl enent.

| think if there's an argunent that
t he dol |l ar amount woul d need to be nore than what
we' ve proposed in this one-house, we'd be quite
open to increasing that anount. So if you have
data on that, we would appreciate it.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So right now we
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don't really knowthat if it's going to be broken
down by the percentage of population in a county
to determine or, you know, what their current
costs are -- we're just saying that we have noney
and if we need nore, we can get nore.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So our
understanding is that the localities need to fil
out an application to get any of the nonies that
they get fromus to run their elections, and that
this woul d operate basically the sane way.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrell o on the resol ution.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Senat or Krueger, for those indul gences there.

| think one of the things that
concerns ne about all of this is the whole idea
that we are changing our Election Law here in
New York State but we really don't have a great
guide as to how we're going to be actually
executing it on the ground, whether it's public
canpai gn finance -- which runors are there that
this isn't going to be rolled out -- or it's the

i dea that we're going to change and nandate so
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many things for our |ocal Boards of Elections.

And concerning especially for the
| ocal Boards of Elections is that |'ve heard a
| ot of ny colleagues on the other side of the
ai sl e especially tal k about professionalizing our
| ocal Boards of Elections, as if they're not
prof essional to begin with. And certainly
i ncreasi ng nmandates on them w t hout necessarily
giving thema clear path as to how they're going
to fund and execute those things is probably a
good way to nake it look |ike they aren't doing a
pr of essi onal | ob.

So | wll continue to nonitor this
and hope that we truly do support our | ocal
Boards of El ections, because they are critical to
us having elections that are certainly well run
and maki ng sure that we have the confidence of
every voter that their vote will count and count
properly.

So with that being said, |'m going
to nove on to another section, education. School
aid, Part A if -- who would talk of that?

SENATOR KRUEGER: |"msorry, that
is Shelley Myer.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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Mayer, do you yield?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes. Sure.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

Thank you, Senator Mayer. Good afternoon.

So | notice that the CGovernor had
really nade a conmitnent that she was going to
remove this sensel ess cap on charter schools, and
yet this budget nowis going to renove that. So
that, you know, her proposal, even though it
woul dn't change the total nunber of schools that
are allocated to be charter schools, but it would
have al | owed an additional 100 charter school s.

You know, currently we're |ooking at
trying to have our kids recover fromthe
tremendous | oss during the pandemic. W see that
t hat has been a huge negative inpact. So why do
you think that restricting the gromh of these
charter schools is going to be good for our
children's education?

SENATOR MAYER: Wel |, through you,
Madam Presi dent, yes, we have rejected the
Governor's proposal to increase the cap, which

is -- unfortunately Senator Borrello didn't
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mention the cap really applies to New York City
only as she has designed it, and to |ift the
prohi bition on zonbie charters.

W have not seen any evi dence of why
such a lift is necessary. And in fact the
majority of charter schools in New York State
have shown a decline in enrollnment in the past
year.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Vell, it's ny
under standing there's roughly 170,000 students on
waiting lists to get into charter schools, and
because of the convoluted way, especially in
New York City, that they have broken down these
limts as to where they can be, you may have
declining enrollnment in certain schools but
overall you still have 170,000 students waiting
to get in there.

And they're nostly in
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soci oeconom cal | y di sadvant aged ar eas, people who
can't afford to send their children to a private
par ochi al school, for exanple, but would like to
send their child to a specialized charter school

So | don't understand why you think
that we woul dn't have a need when there's
supposedly 170,000 students in the New York City
area on a waiting list. So again, why would we
want to restrict that grow h?

SENATOR MAYER: Wel |, through you,
Madam President, first of all, the initial cap
and the revision to the cap was an effort by the
state to set a bal ance between traditional public
school s and what was then an experinment in
charter schools. And that bal ance continues to
be sonething that we need to strike.

And in fact we believe that we need
far nore transparency and accountability from
exi sting charter schools, who are subject to a
range of different rules that are not the sane as
apply to traditional public schools.

And in addition, | would say to you,
Senator Borrello, that the state has a prinmary
obligation to ensure that the traditional public

school s remain funded and active. And |ast year,
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for exanple, New York City diverted $3 billion of
noney that largely we allocated to themin city
funds for charter schools, including 153 mllion
for private space, which the city is required to
pay for if the school is not collocated, which is
a problemin and of itself.

So for a large variety of reasons,
we believe there's been no evidence that there's
a need to increase the cap, and in fact
i ncreasing the cap would be destructive to the
traditional New York City public schools.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: You used the
word "destructive.” But in fact there was a
study done that showed that actually students in
regul ar public schools that are adjacent to or
sonmehow associ ated with regul ar public schools
actually see an increase in perfornance.

To just quote the study: Students
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whose schools are near charter schools do better,
and the closer the charter school is, the better
t hese students do. Students attending a
col l ocated district school performed 0.8 standard
deviation better in math and 0.6 standard
deviation better in reading. Students in
districts within half a mle of a charter schoo
performed 0.2 standard devi ation higher in both
mat h and readi ng.

So what's destructive about that?

SENATOR MAYER: Wll, in the first
pl ace, charter schools are not subject to the
ki nd of oversight that traditional public schools
are in terns of reporting, in ternms of ensuring
that English | anguage | earners and children with
speci al needs -- who our traditional public
school s nust accept -- are handled in the sane
way and accepted in the sane way. So that's
poi nt one.

Point two is to quote from sone
study that shows the physical proximty to a
charter school results in better grades -- | find
that difficult to believe, frankly.

We have an obligation to the

students first in our traditional public schools
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as they seek to recover fromCOvVID. W work very
cl osely and obviously we have allocated a
substantial anmount of noney for those traditional
public schools. And until such time as charter
schools are subject to the rules of other public
school s, we have not seen any justification for

i ncreasi ng their nunber.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So the fact that
we have parents that would like to have their
children put into special charter schools that
you have, you know, a six-figure waiting |ist
isn't justification enough?

SENATCR MAYER: Vel |, Senator
Borrell o, according to the State Education
Departnment, there are 12 schools, charter schools
that are al ready authorized under the cap that
have failed to open. Those schools exist as

| egitimate schools under the current cap. They

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1509

haven't opened.

So while there may be, according to
sonme reports, denmand for additional schools,
school s can and coul d open and have failed to do
so.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrell o on the resol ution.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Senat or Mayer, for your engagenent today.

You know, | think -- first and
forenost, | will tell you that in my district we
have no charter schools. And | attribute that to
our public education system which | ama child
of public school nyself, doing a good job in
educating our children. And also providing the
specialties, whether it be training in skilled
trades, in applied sciences, that is required and
really desired by the parents.

So we don't have an issue where | am
because our public schools are doing, quite
frankly, just fine.

That's not the case, however, in

New York City. You know, we spend nore per pupi
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than any other state in the nation -- twice the
national average. So there's plenty of nopney.
It's not noney. |It's about what are we doing to
ensure that there is accountability.

And the fact is that the SUNY
charter schools have a good track record. You
can certainly point to a few bad apples. You can
in any situation. Seventy-nine percent of
SUNY- aut hori zed charter school students are from
econoni cal | y di sadvant aged areas. People that
can't afford to send their child to a private
school can benefit froma charter school. Eighty
percent of the students in SUNY-authorized
charter schools outperformtheir districts of
| ocation in the mathematics; 81 percent
outperformin reading and witing. Forty-one
SUNY- aut hori zed charter schools are in the top
10 percent of public schools statewi de in
mat hematics. And the statistics go on and on.

"' min business, and in business
conpetition is good. But in this case we're
saying we don't really want any conpetition.

Now, granted, you can even point to the fact in
the study that the conpetition is actually good,

that it is inproving the quality of those public
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school s | ocated near charters.

So the question is, are we going to
do what's best for our kids or what's best for
special interests? | certainly vote for what's
best for our kids.

So thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Hel m ng.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| understand that we are running | ow
on tinme, so in the interests of nmaking sure ny
col | eagues here have tine to ask their questions,
l"mgoing to limt ny questions to Part F,
article 20, on housing.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Kavanagh, do you yi el d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Yes,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. Senator Kavanagh, thank you
very rmuch

You heard ne say this during the
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budget hearing that | basically feel that the
Governor's housing conpact points the finger at
| ocal governnents for a housing crisis that has
been decades in the naking. And | know t he
budget resolution that's before us today makes
some changes to the Governor's housi ng conpact.
But one thing that | didn't find changed is that
we are continuing to give the state governnment
t he power to override |ocal zoning.

The budget | anguage continues to

give DHCR the power to -- and | will read -- "to
pronul gate regul ations, rules and policies
related to I and use by cities, towns and vill ages
as it relates to the devel opment of housi ng,
included but not limted to." |It's very, very
open- ended.

|"mvery concerned because | think
our |ocal governnents understand better than
anyone el se that strengthening our communities to
hel p Il ocal enployers fill jobs and to attract new
busi ness investnents all require affordable hone
owner shi p opportunities.

So I'"mwondering why the Majority is
giving this conm ssioner this unlimted and what

appears to be unrestricted authority to override
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our local officials, to totally disregard
muni ci pal honme rule, and to decide these | and-use
policies in ny district and every other area of
the State of New York

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

In the interests of tine, | think
we'll not go down to the particular |anguage that
nmy colleague is referring to and where it sits in
the bill. But just to say clearly this bill that
is before us today that is included in the
resol uti on does not include mandates or zoning
overrides on |ocalities.

And t he | anguage that ny coll eague
is referring to does permt the Housing
conmi ssioner to set rules and standards for
certain prograns that are effectively
di scretionary.

The basic structure of what the
Senate Majority is proposing today is that there
are various incentives, and if localities neet
certain targets, that the targets are simlar to
the targets set forth by the Governor, then they
wi || have access to various incentives, including

sonme financial incentives, sonme noney that we're
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putting aside. The Governor had proposed, for
exanple, $250 mllion in infrastructure funding
to support expansions of housing. W are
doubling that to 500 m | lion.

But again, although that |anguage --
you know, those budget bills have been put
together in the |ast couple of days, and that
| anguage mi ght sound |ike the comm ssioner can
mandate that | ocalities do certain things on |and
use and other things. That's just -- it is just
not the case. W have renoved in this bill the
mandate that |ocalities change their zoning or
nmeet buil ding targets.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

Madam President. [|f the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Happi |y, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR HELM NG | understand t hat
certain aspects have been renoved -- the

transit-oriented piece, the safe harbor status,
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et cetera.

But | think that this | anguage is
very clear that the conm ssioner still has the
ability, as it's witten here in black and white,
to pronul gate these rules, regulations and
policies that can in fact override | ocal
deci si on- maki ng.

So just to be clear, Senator
Kavanagh, are you saying that the comm ssioner
absol utely has no authority to override | and-use
policy?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thr ough you,
Madam President. In the bill that is before us
today and in the Senate resol ution, we have
expressly renoved the notion that there are
mandat es that can be inposed that will require
certain amounts of growh, as the Governor had
pr oposed.

Basically the Governor -- as | think
nost people in this roomknow, the Governor had
proposed certain growh targets and if you didn't
neet those targets, then there were circunstances
where the state coul d approve projects over the
objections of the locality. There's presumably

going to -- you know, there are nmany peopl e that
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think that would be a positive thing out in this
state. But today that provision and the

provi sion that requires certain zoning actions
around transit stations have been renoved by the
Senate fromour resolution, and they' ve been
removed fromthis | anguage.

And yes, the Housing comm ssioner
does have an ability to promul gate regul ati ons
about sone of the provisions that are in this
bill. But in no case can the Housing
conmi ssi oner overrule the |ocal |and-use
restrictions of the locality under any provision
of this bill.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

Madam President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Hel m ng on the bill -- on the resolution.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

Madam Presi dent, | feel very

strongly that our |ocal governnents have nade and

continue to nmake a trenendous investnent in
adopting citizen-driven comunity plans and the
corresponds zoning codes. These plans take into
consideration things that the state government

may not be all too famliar with, whether it's

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1517

preserving our natural resources, the character
of our community, et cetera.

| do not support and don't think
that this body should be supporting state
government overreach or overriding | oca
deci si on- maki ng.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Murr ay.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

|'d like to address the MIA area.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. And good afternoon

First let me start with what | guess
woul d be sonewhat good news, and that woul d be
while we're happy to see that this proposal
rejects the Governor's proposal to raise the MIA
payroll tax, I'ma little confused as to why

we're picking winners and |losers in that we're
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al so exenpting | ocal governnents in Rockland,
Orange, Putnam and Dutchess counties fromthe
tax, but not Westchester or any of Long Island.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Hi .

Yes, those three counties use such a
ti ny anount of MIA service that we deci ded that
it did not inpact the overall financials and was
reasonabl e given the reality for those three
counti es.

SENATOR O MARA: Thr ough you, Madam
President, would the sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Four counti es,
excuse nme. Four counties. | m sspoke.

| think there's 35 mllion in total
for four counties.

SENATOR MURRAY: Well, that just
answered the next question, but so --

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: She
yi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

So do we have an estinmate as to how
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much Westchester, Nassau and Suffol k are
currently payi ng?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No. Although we
know that the overall MIA subsidy to Metro-North
and Long Island Rail Road is dramatically nore
t han the subsidy towards New York City
transportation.

SENATOR MURRAY: Ckay, thank you.

Moving on to -- as you said,
we've -- we've -- well, let ne clarify this
first.

Madam Pr esi dent, through you, would
t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Do you
yi el d, Senator?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: So | also want to

clarify that in your proposal we are not

elimnating the MIA payroll tax, other than those

particular areas. It will remain for everyone
that's paying it now, with those exceptions, at
0.34 percent, is that correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: That is correct.
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SENATOR MURRAY: Ckay. Through
you, Madam President, would the sponsor continue
to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

So in addition, now, to that stil
remai ning in place, we are now going to inpose
the corporate franchi se tax surcharge, the
Article 9A corporate franchi se surcharge, and
increase that from30 to 45 percent, a 50 percent
increase. Can you tell nme who exactly pays that
sur char ge?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Corporations in
the MIA region that are currently obligated to
pay corporate franchise taxes. This would be a
suppl emental increase in their cost. | don't
have a list of all the conpanies. They tend to
be the | arger corporations.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. Wuld the sponsor continue to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER:  Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Actually -- and
this is taken fromthe New York State Tax
website -- you nust file and pay the franchise
tax on general business corporations if you are a
domestic corporation incorporated in New York
State. There are also other |evels.

What this does nowis this puts
smal | er busi nesses back into paying. Years ago
we elimnated the smaller businesses, about
80 percent of those, from paying the MIA payr ol
tax. This will now put them back in. | know
this because | ama small businesses owner and |
wi |l now be paying this under this proposal. 1In
fact, ny accountant informed nme | paid it
yest er day.

So -- but are you aware, | guess,
and -- two questions. Are you aware that this
will put small businesses back in? And two, how
much will this generate?

SENATOR KRUEGER: |"msorry, could

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1522

you repeat that? |'m asking the question at the
same tinme you're asking nme a question.

SENATOR MURRAY: Sure. Are you
aware that this would include the smaller
busi nesses? And al so how much do we antici pate
this newtax will -- or | should say new
surcharge will generate?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Now give ne a
monment. We'll do this in order. (Pause.)

So ny understanding is that the PMI
targets nore the busi nesses based on how nany
wor kers they have, and that was what we're trying
to override. And that the corporate franchise
tax inmpacts you based on how much noney you're
maki ng.

So the good news | guess for you is
you nust be running a very successful business

who has a decent anpunt of revenue and tax

obligations. So you mght fall into this unique
storyline of being -- you were exenpted because
you were small, but now we've | earned that you
actually make a | ot of nobney -- and you' ve just

told us that, thank you. And congratul ations.
And so you would fall into some anount of

corporate franchise tax on that revenue.
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SENATOR MURRAY: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, would the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: First let me say
don't | wi sh.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MURRAY: Second,

actually -- so for the corporate franchise tax
you will pay a set anpbunt. There's a bottom a
floor that all of themincorporated will pay.
Unfortunately, | fall nore in that category. It
will increase as the revenue increases, but you
will still be paying it, you will still feel
this.

So noving on, there's al so now, on
top of this, we are now al so raising taxes on the
so-cal l ed wealthy New Yorkers -- also, as | like
to call them job creators. Can you tell me how
much we will be generating fromthat increase of
t he personal incone tax?

SENATOR KRUEGER: If you fall into
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t hat category, also congratul ations. But what
are you doi ng here every day?
SENATOR MURRAY: (I naudi bl e.)
(Laughter.)
SENATOR KRUEGER: So it's

800 mllion on people whose taxable wage --
t axabl e personal tax incone is 5 mllion to
25 mllion.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: First let me say
that they nust have m ssed a | ot of | oopholes,
because 800 mllion's a | ot of nopney.

But then finally in this proposal we
al so have ot her revenue sources -- for exanpl e,

t he casi no noney, the proposed downstate casi no.
If 1'"mnot m staken, would -- if it's located in
New York City, that's 100 percent goes to the
MIA. If outside, it would be 70 to 80 percent,
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is that correct?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes. \What we
kept in was the licensing fees. So it would be
if a-- there are three new casi nos expected. |If
they are in New York City, 100 percent of those
licensing fees would go to the MIA

|f they are outside New York City
but in the downstate region, blah, blah, blah, it
woul d be 20 percent -- 20 percent of their
| ocal -- of the licensing going to the locality,
80 percent going to the MIA

And obviously we don't know which --
where those |icenses will be at.

SENATOR MURRAY: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor continue to yield to one nore
guesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you.

And do you have an estimate on how
much that woul d generate, the casino |icense?

Al though | know it's a rough estinmate, dependi ng
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upon the | ocation.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So the floor for
each license is $500 mllion, but it can go up
fromthere.

So to be honest, | would like it to
be as |l arge an anount as hunmanly possible, even
t hough 1" m not big on casi nos.

SENATOR MURRAY: Finally -- |
apol ogi ze, Madam Presi dent, would the sponsor

yield for one final question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does t he

sponsor yiel d?
SENATOR KRUEGER: Sure.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MURRAY: One | ast questi on.

So is there anything in this
proposal, any ideas of how the MIA can be nore
efficient? W're throwing a | ot of noney at
them Are there any -- any proposals, any ideas
in this proposal that would nmake t hem nore
efficient?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So we've al so
agreed with the Governor in her budget for them

to come up with $400 mllion in efficiencies.
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| am personally open to any ot her
proposal s you or any of your colleagues m ght
have on how to save nore noney.

But of course the reality is they've
had a huge hit in ridership since COVID start ed,
and that has generated literally a crisis for
t hem of being able to have enough operating
revenue not to cut services.

And | think we all agree that --
especially in the downstate region -- that if the
MIA starts to cut services, trains or buses on
Long Island, New York City, Wstchester, that
that will be a travesty to each of our
communities and to the overall state econony.

So | believe that we need to help
save them W need to nake sure they're not
cutting services. |In fact, we believe they need
to be expanding services. So we have to cone up
wi th noney.

|"mextrenely agnostic, personally,
on how we do that. So if you have ot her
suggestions about how to cone up with new revenue
on a recurring basis to help the MIA stay alive,
|"mvery open to hearing that.

And if you actually have proposal s

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1528

for how Long Island Rail Road can save noney, |'m
very interested in hearing that al so. Because
again, when | look at the data, | always get a
little irked that as a New York City resident |I'm
payi ng so rmuch nore for Long Island Rail Road
passengers than I'mable to get for ny own

New York City residents.

So you want to hel p save us noney
down there -- out there? That's great.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you,

Madam President. On the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Murray on the resol ution.

SENATOR MURRAY: Thank you. And
t hank you, Senator.

And | will take you up on that
suggestion, because nyself and our entire
conference just sent a letter to the Conptroller
asking for a forensic audit of the MIA because
everywhere we have seen, every single year, it is
the sane thing, the tales of woe, oh, my gosh, we
need so rmuch nore noney, we're going broke, we
can't afford this, we can't afford that. It's
al ways a fiscal crisis. Yet we throw noney at

themleft and right.
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W are -- under this proposal, we
are not taking on an increase of the MIA payr ol
tax, although keeping nost of it in place, but
then finding other revenue sources, whether it's
the PIT increase, whether it's the Article 9A
corporate franchise surcharge to bring in
mllions and mllions of dollars, the casino
nmoney -- and congestion pricing, let's not forget
about that. That's going to conme in, estimated
to bring another billion dollars into the bl ack
hol e of the MTA.

Meanwhi | e, every single smaller
audit that's been conducted -- you nentioned
somet hi ng about the Governor and the 400 mllion.
The Conptroller just did an audit three weeks ago
that says "The MIA nust hold up its end of the
bargain and identify howit's going to save
100 mllion this year and nore than 400 mllion
annually to stay afloat and avoid inpacts to
services in the future."

A week prior to that, an audit on
t he MIA Bus Conpany and New York Transit says:
“"Notably, for the audit period mai ntenance costs
totaled nore than 50 mllion, nearly 9 mllion

over budget."
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Wen we tal k about projects,
construction projects, the Second Avenue subway

proj ect, the nost expensive in the world,

estimated at $2.5 billion per mle. Manwhile a
simlar project in Paris, 450 mllion per mle.
Over 2 billion nore per mle we are spending or

t hrowi ng away.

We continue to throw noney, and we
sinply can't afford it anynore, whether it's
busi nesses or whether it's individuals. Wen we
wai ve the -- or | should say exenpted the | ocal
governments in the other counties, Nassau and
Suf fol k County taxpayers are paying -- by the
way, if you' re a Nassau County resident or any
MTA resident, your cell phone, you' re paying the
MIA payroll tax on that bill every nonth too.

We pay all over the place. W're
now payi ng taxes to the | ocal governnent to pay
taxes. Wen we hear things |ike surcharge --
surcharge is the word for double taxation. A
surcharge is what you put on a tax. So when
we' re tal king about the corporate franchise
surcharge, we're tal king about a charge on top of
the tax they're al ready paying.

When is enough enough? Let's stand
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up and hol d them accountabl e rat her than throw ng

nmore tax dollars into the black hole of the MIA.

For this reason, 1'll be voting no.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Martins.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Madam President. [|f Senator Krueger would yield

for a few questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Sur e.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Unl ess the topic
i s soneone else's assignnment. Wsat's the topic?

SENATOR MARTI NS: MTA.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Ckay, fine.

SENATOR MARTI NS: So | picked
right.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MARTI NS: Senator, you
nmentioned earlier that this resolution was the
goal s, the wi shes and the dreans of the

Denocrat Conference in the New York State Senate.
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And | want to confirmwhether it's the goals,

wi shes and dreans of the Denobcrat Senate
Conference that the nunicipalities and taxpayers
who fund those nunicipalities in Nassau, Suffolk
and Westchester counties continue to pay the MIA
payroll tax to the exclusion of the other
counties within the MIA region.

I s that your goals, w sh and dream
for the residents of Nassau County, Suffolk
County and Westchester County?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Wuld you mnd if
nmy col |l eague who oversees the MIA, Leroy Conri e,
answers for ne?

SENATCOR MARTI NS: O course. Not
at all.

Thank you, Senator Conrtie.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, no.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

Thank you, Madam President. |If the
Senat or woul d continue to yield.

SENATOR COWRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

Senat or vyi el ds.
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SENATOR MARTI NS: | very rmuch
appreci ate that response, Senator Conrie, and |
t hank you for that.

And yet | amfaced with the reality
that the resolution does in fact continue to
require the good residents of Nassau County and
Suf fol k County and Westchester County only to
continue to pay through their nunicipalities a
payrol |l tax that has been excluded from every
ot her county within the MIA regi on outside of
New York City.

So | would ask you if your answer is
in fact that it is not your goal, w sh and dream
that that be the case. Frankly, are you
suggesting that that al so be renoved from
resol uti on?

SENATOR COWRI E: No.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
| have no further questions. Thank you.

SENATOR COWRI E: well, let ne --
let me just illumnate a little further.

Qur goal is to make sure that every
resident that utilizes the system pays into the
system and that the systemalso is, down the

road, able to service all of New York State in a
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better way.

Ri ght now, there's an acknow edgnent
that the folks in Western New York are not nmjor
participants in the system Unfortunately, they
have to al so use New Jersey Transit. And for
right now, this is a tenporary solution, but it
is not a permanent solution. W want to be able
to provide better service to Western New York
residents so that they could be part of the MIA
system But right nowthis is a tenporary
sol uti on.

We hope to be able to nake sure that
every resident in New York State can have better
access to the MIA, better usage of the system
and that the systemfrankly will be able to
provi de nore transportation to have | ess
vehi cul ar transportation into the city. But
right now, unfortunately, the reality is that
Long Island fol ks who are being subsidi zed over
50 percent of the fare are the highest users in
the system

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
if the -- Senator Conrie would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the

Senat or vyi el d?
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SENATOR COWVRI E: Yes, I'1l yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Senator, if I'm
correct, those counties in the MIA region north
of Westchester County are currently paying the
MIA payroll tax, correct?

SENATOR COWVRI E: Correct.

SENATOR MARTI NS: And the MIA
payroll -- Madam President, through you, if the
Senator will continue to yield.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Yes, | yield.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: W're told that
the MTA is in need of funding.

SENATCR COWRI E: Correct. And |
just want to illum nate a question that the other
Senat or sai d.

We are all very suspicious of the
MIA's ability to save noney in our |ast hearing
that we just held regarding the MTA. And we've
been asking themfor a second forensic audit.
There was one that was conpleted in 2019.

And we have been pushing for nore
transparency. W've been pushing for a database

of deals to make sure that the MIA can il lum nate
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how they' re spending their noney. And we're
going to continue as a Denocratic conference to
push for other ways, and hopefully with the
support of both sides, to make sure that the MIA
is doing nore in transparency to show how they're
spendi ng their noney.

They prom sed the $400 nmillion
savings, as was said earlier, with 100 mllion to
be shown this year. But we agree with the
Conmptroller that they need to do nore to make
sure that they're illumnating how they're
spendi ng their noney, because we want to nake
sure that all of our New York State residents
have faith in the MIA so that they can utilize
t he system

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. And thank you, Senator Conrie.

Madam Presi dent, on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Martins on the resol ution.

SENATOR MARTI NS: "1l be brief,
and | just want to be clear.

To the extent that the Senate
Majority decided to exclude those counties

outside -- the nmunicipalities in those counties
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outside -- or north of Westchester and continue
to require those nunicipalities in Nassau,
Suf fol k, and Westchester counties to continue to
pay a payroll tax that is not tied to people's
use of the systembut tied only to the fact that
they are geographically located within a certain
region and are municipalities -- that neans that
they are funded by taxpayers. That is taxpayers
paying into a nunicipality and then having to pay
that tax to the MIA

| find it, frankly, incredible that
we woul d exclude and understand that there is a
need to exclude certain counties and certain
muni ci palities, and yet continue to inpose that
same tax on those nunicipalities and those
taxpayers in ny county, in counties of others --
Nassau, Suffol k and Westchester -- and frankly
Senators on both sides of the aisle would have to
explain that as well.

Madam President, that's why |I'm
voting no. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mat t er a.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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Whul d t he sponsor -- or
Senat or Parker, would you yield to a couple of
guestions, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Par ker, do you yield?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,

Madam President, | wll vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: And t hank you
Chai r man.

And | just want to say we've had
sonme | engt hy di scussi ons and, you know, the open
di al ogue has been great. But | do have a | ot of
concerns about this proposal. And ny one
guestion -- a couple of questions.

How did you decide on six stories or
| ess when the dimate Action Council scoping plan
and Executive proposal is using the threshold of
three stories or |ess, comercial and
residential ?

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you, Senator
Mattera. Through you, Madam Presi dent.

As we know, the Senate is a

del i berative body. And what we are seeing in
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this particular docunent that we are discussing
today is the Denocratic Conference's hopes and
dreanms and vision for what a budget should | ook
like within the context of a three-way process.

When we started exam ning the issues
around climte change and sone of the things that
we have to engage in in order to both reach our
goal s, reduce our carbon output in the state,
bui l di ngs of all sorts -- residential,
comerci al, skyscrapers, buildings that we find
on farns, small businesses -- all need to be
retrofitted and reduce their carbon output in
order for us to reach the goals that are very
lofty in the context of the CLCPA

W tried to create a consi stency
bet ween how we dealt with retrofitting and sone
of the electrification of buildings and what
we're |l ooking at in ternms of new construction and
where we'd like to see buildings go in the
future.

And so, again, these goals that are
reached here are within the context of the
| egislation that we're putting forward around
el ectrification of buildings.

SENATOR MATTERA: Did you get a
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chance to reach out to all the --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Are you
aski ng the sponsor to yield?

SENATOR MATTERA: Oh, I'msorry.
Wul d t he sponsor continue to yield, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,

Madam President, | wll vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: Did you reach out
to all utilities to make sure the grid will be
ready in tinme, especially now that we have a date
of 20247

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. The grid is actually up and running
right this mnute. 1'mnot sure if everybody
noticed, the lights are on. |I'mnot sure if
anybody has heard anything fromany of their
constituents. But the grid is up and worKki ng.

The grid is alnost a |iving
organism right? 1t has, you know, electrica
pul ses through it alnost |ike our nervous system

and requires upkeep. And the upkeep of the
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state's grid has to happen whet her we passed the
CLCPA, whether we created a scoping plan, whether
we do anything around carbon change. |If we do
nothing, the grid has to be upgraded -- the grid
has to be maintained, the grid has to be

i mproved. Those things have to happen.

The increased nove towards
electrification of the state is going to require
some upgrading of the grid, as it is going to
require the upgradi ng of technology on all types
of levels. And so that has been an ongoi ng
conversation, at least with nyself and utilities.
We did not have a specific conversation about
this. But when | have talked to the major
utilities in the State of New York, they are
ready.

Now, there is sone work that we need
to do around cooperatives, right, and snaller
utilities. And certainly |I've had sone
conversations with them and hope to be able to
put forward sone |egislation soon to be able to
help themwi th their technol ogi cal needs. But
the utilities are ready.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
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yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: | do yield,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: And | thank you

Does this proposal prohibit the
installation of gas stoves in new construction,
residential and comerci al ?

SENATOR PARKER: So again, in the
context of this one-house budget -- which is to
in part prepare us for the CLCPA, which we have
al ready passed, and we have to start working
towards those goals. Part of what we're | ooking
at is making sure that in the context of new
construction that we are putting developers in a
sure place of understanding what we -- what their
expectations and goals should be to fit within
t he context of the CLCPA.

And so we want to limt anything
that deals with producing nore carbon in the
state. And so the electrification of buildings

is again a proposal that we are advancing in our
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one- house proposal. It is sonmething that the
Governor has put forward in her Executive Budget.

And so we think that there is sone
consi stency and sonme understandi ng that dealing
with buildings -- again, which is one of the
bi ggest carbon producers in the state -- has to
be a priority if we're going to get to the end
goal 27 years from now of the CLCPA, which is
getting the state to net zero as it relates to
carbon production in our state.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MATTERA: So you are
saying --

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent, |
do yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: Oh, I'msorry.

So you are saying that you won't be
able to, in any new building -- is that true with

restaurants, then, that are in these buil dings?
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Because you do have a | ot of buildings that you
have your retail, then apartnments above. So you
are saying that they won't be able to have
restaurants -- gas in restaurants?

SENATCOR PARKER: So is it feasible
not to have restaurants have gas stoves? So, you
know, it will depend on what the devel oper wants
to do in those particul ar cases.

But if you have a -- if you are
buil ding a restaurant in a new construction,
goi ng forward under our proposal you would be
abl e to have sonme gas in that place.

Agai n, our goal is net zero, not
absol ute zero.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: The sponsor does
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: So you are saying

that in a restaurant, new construction, you wll
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be able to have natural gas in that building?

SENATOR PARKER: Again, in the
context of both the CLCPA -- our goal is net
zero, not absolute zero. Right? Just like, you
know, when you get your paycheck, they have gross
pay and net pay. Right? And net doesn't include
all the things that gross includes, right?

So in this particular case, it's
just net. Right? And so even as you heard
the -- one of the people who hel ped | ead the
process in the scoping plan, President Doreen
Harris this norning, who attended our Energy
Commttee neeting, there will be sone gas all owed
wi thin the context of both the scoping plan and
within the context of the plan that we're putting
forward here in the one-house budget.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, would the sponsor still continue
to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes,
Madam Presi dent, | continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATCOR MATTERA: Chai r man,
Senator, | amvery, very concerned. | ama
Uni ted Association of Plunmbers & Pipefitters
menber, and right now the jobs [ost that are
going to be in this industry -- and not just with
t he uni on, union workers with the plunbing and
HVAC wor kers, but even in the nonunion sector has
been conming to nme and they are very, very
concerned about the jobs that are going to be
| ost.

And I'm going to ask you, what are
you going to do to help these jobs regain
traction in the future?

SENATOR PARKER: Again, within the
context of the CLCPA, within the context of the
cap-and-invest that we're tal king about here,
we' re expecting to spend nunbers of billions of
dollars. Sone of that is going to be retraining
of workers around the state for the new jobs.

Transform ng our econony into a
cl ean energy econony is not just a challenge but
a real opportunity. W're going to be literally
spending billions of dollars to transform our
econony. And so we're going to be noving away

fromfossil fuels like oil, |like gas, |ike wood
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and noving towards things |like solar and battery
storage and ground thermal. And we will be
doi ng, you know, offshore w nd, onshore w nd.
Right? Things that we may not have even thought
of yet. You know, hopefully sonmebody's working
on an ARC reactor sonewhere in their basenent
that will one day create sonme, you know,
full-time jobs at a living wage with benefits
with. Right?

And so we need to retrain people.
And we are committed to that work, at |east here
in the Denocratic Conference of the State Senate,
is retraining people for the jobs of the future.
And it doesn't nean that every job around
pi pefitting is going to di sappear, but the type
of energy we're going to be using is going to
change. And so we're going to need nore people
in areas |ike, you know -- so we nay not need as
many pipefitters but we're going to need a | ot
nore electricians. Right? W're going to need a
bunch of carpenters and peopl e who know how to do
work on retrofitting homes.

So, in net, there will be actually
nore jobs in the new econony than the old fossi

fuel econony. And so |I'mactually excited. It's
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going to be a transition, and we understand the
word "transition.”™ A transition nmeans there wll
be sone pain and sonme disconfort. But that's why
t hey pay us the big bucks, to hel p manage and
massage our comrunities through this process in
which we go fromthis old, not sustainable
econony to a cl ean energy econony in which people
don't have to have asthnma, where peopl e have
full-time jobs at a living wage with benefits,
where people's energy bills are | ower, and where
the sun is always shining on the great State of
New Yor k.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yield. | know we don't -- we haven't nuch tine,
and | just would like to talk to you -- would you
pl ease continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR PARKER: Yes, Madam
President, | yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: So pretty much
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what | got out of this is that the pipefitters,

t he plunbers and the HVAC workers are going to
have to becone electricians. That's |I'mgetting
out of this.

And | woul d hope that you were going
to say that in other words we're going to be
| ooki ng at the hydrogen -- you didn't nention
hydrogen for our future -- because that will be
protecting the pipefitters and the steanfitters
and boilermakers and a lot of the trades that are
going to be losing their jobs. Because when we
do a project, 25 percent of the project is with
our natural gas, our propane and everything like
t hat .

So you're pretty much saying to ne
that "You' re going to have to revanp and becone
an electrician"?

SENATOR PARKER: What |'msaying to
you is that there are going to be a great deal of
jobs created in this new -- sorry. Through you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

That in the context of our version
and our vision around cap-and-invest that there
will be a new cl ean energy econony created in the

State of New York, and that we will be | eaving
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behind a dirty fossil fuel, foreign-fuel-
dependent econony behind us. And in that there
will be a transition in which the State of

New York is commtted to and dedicated to and is
fully able to do that.

And we will work very -- very
cl osely, as we have al ways, with our brothers and
sisters in the | abor novenent, to nake sure that
full-time jobs at a living wage with benefits are
created. In fact, we expect that 211, 000 j obs
will be created in the clean energy econony by
2030, and al nost 270, 000 jobs created by 2050.

And so there are a | ot of jobs that
are going to be created. And we're going to need
toin fact train people in all types of new areas
in industries that are going to be created in the
State of New York. But the state is poised to do
t hat .

The cap-and-invest programis --
actually, part of it is actually training, and so
we' ve actually | ooked at the training, we've
| ooked at the jobs that are going to be created.
We are, you know, excited about the fact that
we're going to be able to put nore New Yorkers to

work. And again, it may not | ook exactly like
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the work that they did before, but there will be
wor K.

And again, every tinme we
transition -- | mean, at some point we went from
wood houses to stone houses. And you know what ?
|''m sure there were carpenters who were upset,
right, but we didn't stop building stone houses
because it was a better structure. Right? And
so that was an inportant part -- that was an
i nportant part of, again, the progress that we're
going to make. And as we advance as a society
it'"s going to be critical for us to | ook at that.

And so in particular, we have the
Cornell Climate Jobs Institute that is actually
wor king on this transition and, again, part of
our proposal today. Right?

And so as you vote yes today on this
proposal, you'll be voting for a new energy
econony. And not only will you be doing that,
you will be voting for |ower energy bills for
your constituents, nore jobs for your
constituents, and buildings that are warnmer in
the winter and cooler in the sumrer because we've
invested in New York and into a green energy

econony.
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SENATOR MATTERA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, just one nore question and then
" mgoing to speak on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR MATTERA: Whul d you vyi el d,

pl ease?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor - -

SENATOR PARKER: I"mthinking. |I'm
t hi nki ng.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PARKER: Al right, vyes,
"1l yield for another -- for one nore question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MATTERA: Al right. Does
this exenption for emergency backup power apply
to all types of buildings and residenti al
cust onmers?

SENATOR PARKER: " msorry, can --
|"msorry, through you, Madam President, can you
repeat the question one nore tine?

SENATCOR MATTERA: Yes. Does -- is

there an exenption for enmergency backup power
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applied to all types of buildings and residential
custoners? Meaning do we have a backup if, God
forbid, |ike what happened in Buffalo, we had the
storm and everything |ike that.

s this going to be exenpt al so,
that they can't have a backup generator system
if, God forbid, we have a hurricane down by ne or
j ust what happened in Buffal o?

SENATCOR PARKER: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you. 1In the context of the CLCPA, the
state scoping plan, and what we're -- what the
Denocratic Conference of the State Senate is
putting forward today in our one-house budget
resolution, there's not going to be exenptions
needed. Right? There won't be exenptions
needed, right, even though exenptions will be
provi ded. But exenptions won't be needed because
part of what we do when we build systens
generally is resiliency and redundancy. Right?

And so those things are built into
our plan, right? So that -- so, yes, there wll
be sone exenptions. But the reality is that
you're hoping to build systens that within the
context of having a sustainable systemis

actually resilient and redundant on its own.
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Does that nmake sense?

And so you're not just coming in and
doi ng solar, you're doing solar, wind and battery
storage. So that we have, you know, solar con ng
in during the day, wind at night, and battery
storage to back you up. Right? That's an
exanpl e of the kind of redundancies that are
built into sustainable systenms. Right?

And so even if you don't have an
exenption, you have redundancies that in fact
build in built-in reliability. And that's nore
built-in reliability than you have now. Right?
Because understand this, the exanple that you're
using is an exanple built under the current old
fossil fuel systemthat doesn't have the
resiliency and doesn't have the redundancy and
has people freezing in their hones with no
el ectricity under the current system

And so unl ess that holds up the
current systemlike it's sone -- it's sone nodel
of the perfection that we're tanpering with --
here's a current systemthat's built on fossi
fuel s that at the nonment when peopl e needed it
the nost failed themin Buffalo. And we are no

| onger going to stand up, you know, for failure.
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We're going to nake sure that something in
Buf fal o works and, you know, and nake sure that
the system-- | was going to make a Bills joke
but I don't want Timto junp off the seat on ne.

But, you know, we're going to make
sure that people in the State of New York have a
systemthat works for themand that has built-in
redundancies, right? And | think that's an
i nportant part of what you continue to see in
systens. So as we build this new energy econony,
t he notions and the values that we hold on to in
the current system-- things |like, you know,
reliability, right, resiliency, affordability,
safety -- are going to be part of what we build
as we go forward.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you.

On the resol ution, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mattera on the resol ution.

SENATOR MURRAY: You know, this is
a total mandate for all New Yorkers that are not
aware of what's going on and what's happening to
them financially. This nessage has not been out
enough. And we even said it with NYSERDA t oday

in our Energy neeting. Plunbers, HVAC workers
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are going to lose their jobs. Enployers are
going to be going and | osing their workers and,
you know what, |osing their trade.

This proposal is way too aggressive,
especially in 2024. Like | said before today in
our NYSERDA neeting, the cart before the horse.
By 2023 you're not going to be able to purchase a
boiler, a water heater, stove, oven, dryer.

Guess what's going to happen, everybody? They're
going to have -- the surrounding states are going
to have plunbing supplies and they're going to
have appliance stores. And you know what ?

That's what's going to happen with New Yorkers:
They're going to be going and repl acing them

Again, this is the cart before the
horse. New Yorkers deserve better. Yes,
renewabl e energy is very inportant. |'m praying
that, in other words, we're going to have a great
show at Brookhaven National Lab in Stony Brook on
April 12th so everybody coul d understand how
green hydrogen is very, very inportant, because
we need all kinds of renewabl e energy for our
New York State future.

Qur infrastructure right now with

our grid is antiquated, especially on
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Long Island, and I knowit's in other places in
New York State. W need to nmake sure that
infrastructure's put in place first and then we
can continue doing what we have to do with
renewabl e ener gy.

So one thing that ny chairnman
probably is not going to |ike what |1'm about to
say, we need a plan and we do not need a ban.

So, Madam President, today | will be
voting no on this resolution. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
just for ny colleagues' edification, we are past
the tine limt on this debate, and ny
understanding is there's one nore nenber of the
Mnority that has questions.

So in the interests of allowi ng a
robust debate and discussion, we wll allow
Senat or Ashby to ask his questions, and then we
will close the debate after that.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ashby.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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My question regards nental health.
So woul d the appropriate Senator yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Ment al
health. Senator Krueger will vyield.

SENATOR KRUEGER: "1l just wait
for staff to show up, if you don't m nd.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: If you'd
just wait one m nute.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Madam Pr esi dent ,

before |I let the questioner ask his questions, |
just want to just -- ny coll eague Senator Conrie
answered the final MIA questions, and | just

wanted to say ny coll eagues nade it sound |ike
that Long Island didn't want to have to pay
towards the MIA because we al |l owed four counties
that don't get any service not to pay.

| guess Long Island could pull out
and do their own services. | don't think that's
what they would want to do. | know the
Senat e Denbcrats woul d never vote Long |sland off
the island, so to speak. But that is actually an
alternative, if they want to go hone and explain
we don't really like the MIA, so we're pulling
out .

But I'"'mnot really sure that that's
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what everyone intends here.

And |'m happy to answer the
guestions on nental health.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you.

Regardi ng the Dwyer Peer-to-Peer
funding, | notice that in this one-house it's not
expanded and it's flat. And this is a program
that's had trenmendous success throughout the
years and has been expanded t hroughout New York
State. And |'mwondering if you could provide
sone rational e.

SENATOR KRUEGER: You're right,
apparently the Governor did basically |eave that
programflat this year, and we did not increase
it.

But | don't think there's a
di sagreenent with you that there's a program
that's very inportant within the real mof so nmany
ot her nmental health progranms we are trying to
expand.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, would the Senator continue to
yi el d.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR ASHBY: If we're in
agreenent, then why -- why -- why the flat
funding for it? If we agree that it's a
successful programand it benefits the veterans
and their famlies in New York State, then why
are we not seeing an increase?

SENATOR KRUEGER: To ny

understanding it was expanded by $3 mllion | ast
year. The continued expansion will take place.
It was not pulled out in order to be -- need to

be restored.

So it was one of the things that did
not get on an add list. Many prograns did not
get on an add list. Truthfully, if you I ook
t hrough our docunment, you will see an enornous
nunber of restorations, trying to put back nonies
that the Governor actually cut out of prograns.
But that did not obviously |leave roomfor us to
i ncrease every inmagi nabl e good programin
New Yor k.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent, woul d the sponsor continue to
yi el d.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: Consi dering that
the war in Afghani stan ended in a way that |
think affected a | ot of people, especially the
peopl e that served and their famlies, and
considering that our state recently elevated the
Di vision of Veteran Services to a state agency,
|"'mnot quite understanding why it just wasn't
i ncreased.

| nmean, that rationale just doesn't
conpute with me. It doesn't nake any sense,
considering that the nen and wonmen of New York
State, the veterans and their famlies, continue
to put their lives on the line -- and consi dering
what they went through with the COVID pandem c --
that this was just sonehow overl ooked.

And |' m hoping that you woul d agree
that this is worth pushing for and that we --
that you would conmit to seeing an increase in
it, along with the other veterans funding in the
budget in the com ng weeks.

SENATOR KRUEGER: |"'mvery happy to
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work with you on that possibility for the -- for
t hose funds.

| will say that we did a nunber of
t hi ngs throughout the resolution to expand
progranms and services for veterans and that the
state has actually been building a nore and nore
robust nodel of prograns and services for the
| arge nunber of veterans. Because of course
you're absolutely right. W have been in
multiple wars in the last few years, and we have
growi ng nunbers of people who are not just
veterans but aging veterans, so they are al so
drawi ng down, as they should be, on both our
heal t hcare services, our nental health care
services, and our prograns for the people who are
aging in our state.

So | don't think that sinply |ooking
at one or two prograns that mght specifically be
for veterans only is reflective of our conm tnent
to the healthcare system nental health care
system aging prograns and al so, frankly, housing
for veterans. | know | cone fromthe Cty of
New York where we worked very, very hard over the
| ast few years to a conmtnment to not have any

homel ess veterans in New York City. Have we been
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conpl etely successful? | fear not. But we
actually made a huge dent in making sure that if
you are a veteran and you are in New York City,
you are not going to go honel ess.

So | think when you | ook at the
broader question of the entirety of funding and
commtments to prograns in this state, you wll
see that we've actually been significantly
growing the availability of prograns and
servi ces.

But 1'm happy to | earn nore about
the Dwer programand talk to you about it
af terwar ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,

Madam President. On the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ashby on the resol ution.

SENATOR ASHBY: | agree with the
Senator in that we are taking a |arger
opportunity here, with the division being
el evated to a state agency.

But | feel like this body is mssing
an opportunity in the sense of putting neat on
t he bones for programmi ng for our veterans. Wen

we | ook at the State of New Jersey, for
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exanple -- which has roughly half the veterans
that our state has, and they provide three tines
t he fundi ng.

Now, we can stand here and say that
we are putting forth a novel effort here, but
clearly it's not enough.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
debate is cl osed.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Rivera on the resol ution.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| was di sappointed that no nore
fol |l ow up questions happened regardi ng Coverage
for AIl, so I'll just briefly talk about why it
is one of the many reasons why |I'mvoting for

this resolution today.

First of all, undocunented
New Yorkers are still human, they're still
people, they still get sick. And the fact is

that right now the State of New York is spending

about $500 million on emergency Medicaid for just
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these folks. | would ask any of mny coll eagues
who's interested to find out what that neans for
your county. | actually have a |ist county by
county by county to tell how nmuch we're spendi ng
ri ght now on these fol ks on energency Medi caid.

And Coverage for Al would actually
t ake these individuals and extend to them
Madam Presi dent, the ability to add the Essenti al
Pl an.

Now, in the case of, as | spoke --
as | tal ked about before, we were tal king about a
$1.7 billion appropriation. But | should
mention -- and this is why | wanted to make sure
that | spoke about it and nade clear, that would
be, Madam President, if every single person who
is potentially eligible actually signed up for
the program And we all know that there is no
government programin which every single person
who is eligible actually applies.

So in other words we're nmaking the

appropriation just in case if there's a hundred

percent. But -- and | should nmention this
again -- if we seek, as | hope we do, the federal
wai ver, that will actually cost us nothing. So

we actually have an ability to go out and find
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coverage for these individuals.

And this is noving our state in the
direction that we should be nmoving. Which is
where? To nmake sure that healthcare as a human
right is guaranteed to every single person in the
State of New York.

So | amvery proud to be supporting
that part of the budget and that part of the
one-house as well as everything else. | think we
did a good job here.

| vote in the affirmative. Thank
you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Addabbo on the resol ution.

SENATOR ADDABBC Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Good afternoon, everybody.

| want to thank ny | eader, Andrea
Stewart-Cousins, | want to thank Senator Krueger,
| want to thank the staff for, again, their
efforts here on this resolution, which I wll be
supporti ng.

Because | do support nost aspects of
it, including the Bel nont project and |oan. |

think that project alone is a job creator, over
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4,000 union jobs, with an MABE conponent. It
creates a safer, nore environnentally friendly
track site. And it's certainly an economc
grow h and fiscal positive, fiscally, for the
state: $80 mllion in interest fromthe |oan, a
billion-dollar give-back fromthe Agueduct Track
And again, the continuing econom c growh that
woul d exist at that site.

The ot her | anguage in the reso, the
educational funding, the pushback on SUNY and
CUNY tuition increases, advances for childcare,
veterans, seniors -- | nmean, there's a | ot of
good stuff here.

But to do ny job effectively for ny
people, | do need to raise sone concerns that |
have and | share with ny constituency, that of
public safety. | do believe that we need to work
on realistic nmeasures that nmay possibly include a
conversation around bail or discovery or a
judge's discretion or illegal gun violence.

Because we should not be a body that
reacts to statistics and crinme, we shouldn't
react to an increase, but we should be
preventative. W should be preventative and

i ncrease public safety. So |I hope we have those
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ki nd of robust discussions.

In dealing with housing | think we
need to have, again, a discussion that benefits
both tenants and | andl ords. Good tenants and
good landlords. | believe that we are falling
short when we tal k about good cause, which
think actually hurts tenants because | think it
creates a lot of aninosity between |andlords and
tenants. | think it actually does hurt the
avai lability of available spots for tenants going
forward, and it really overburdens our already
congest ed housi ng court.

But instead, we should tal k about
projects that, again, benefit everyone, short
termand long term housing projects and
devel opnents that are truly affordable for the
residents of New York

| do look forward to working with
all nmy colleagues as we | ook to inprove the lives
of not only ny constituents, but those of
residents throughout the state.

Thank you, Madam President. 1'I| be
voting in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Stec on the resol ution.
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SENATOR STEC: Thank you,

Madam President. | rise to explain nmy vote.

Thi s, your conference's one-house
budget, sinply spends far too nmuch --
$236 billion, 9 billion over the Governor's
proposal, 14 billion over the current year.
That's a 6.5 percent increase year to year.

Everyone's tired of hearing nme talk
about our state budget being nore than Texas and
Fl ori da conmbi ned. Maybe it's stale, nmaybe it's
that they're red states in the South. So how
about this? California. Tw ce the popul ation,
$308 billion. W're 236. Per capita, we spend
one-and-a-half times in your budget that
Cal i forni ans do.

Thi s one-house resol ution continues
the Majority's obsession to put crimnals over
victims. It ignores the failed cashl ess bai
reforns. It ignores reformng HALT. And in fact
it inmplements Cean Slate.

Alnmost $2 billion for healthcare for
illegal inmmgrants. That $2 billion could be
noney better spent in nmany other places.

It fails our seniors by failing to

address the loomng financial crisis in our
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nursi ng homes and the Medicai d rei mbursenent.

At the end of the day, our taxpayers
have to pay this bill. And if they don't pay it,
if they choose not to pay it, they're going to
continue to | eave.

"1l be voting in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Brouk on the resol ution.

SENATOR BROUK: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Thank you to our | eadership and ny
col | eagues. For too | ong New York has overl ooked
t he needs of working fam|lies across our state,
whi ch has not only put undue strain on our nental
health system our healthcare providers and nore,
but al so has put some of our nobst vul nerable
residents at risk.

Now, we've all said it; we know that
a budget is a reflection of our values. And
that's why |"mproud to stand here today as the
New York State Senate says |oud and clear that we
val ue paying our nental health workforce a
dignified wage so that they can afford to support
their famlies while they help take care of ours.

That it supports transform ng our
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mental health crisis response systemand finally
honoring the menory of Daniel Prude -- because in
our nost vul nerable nonents, we deserve to be net
wi th conpassi on and care, not violent force.

Expandi ng access to doula care and
addressing the maternal nortality crisis so that
bi rt hi ng peopl e and especially Bl ack wonen, who
are at a higher risk of dying in childbirth, can
receive this care as they bring life into this
wor | d.

| ncreasi ng Medi cai d rei nbursenents
for our healthcare providers to finally begin to
address the overcrowding we all see in our
energency roons and our hospitals.

| nvesting in our upstate comunities
t hrough updates to the AIMprogramso that cities
like the City of Rochester have the support they
need to invest in their residents and build safer
and nore resilient communities.

And finally, but certainly not
| east, prioritizing our next generation by
funding Early Intervention and career and
t echni cal educati on prograns.

Today this Senate continues to make

t he | ong-overdue investnents that our comunities
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deserve and put forward a progressive and
equi tabl e budget for New Yorkers. For this
reason, | proudly vote aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Weber on the resol ution.

SENATOR WEBER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Today | rise to explain ny vote and
to speak about the good, the bad, and the ugly in
t hi s one-house budget resol ution.

W're finally living up to our
promse to fully fund Foundation Aid. | think
that's something we can all agree upon. W are
answering the call for help fromthe nenta
hygi ene agenci es, raising the proposed COLA from
2.5 percent to 8.5 percent -- again, sonething
that I think we all can agree upon.

Now we get to the bad. The
Governor's budget includes mnor changes to bai
reform | didn't think her changes went far
enough, but it was good to see her acknow edge
the problens that bail reformhas created. |
hear fromny constituents every day regarding

this.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1573

The budget strips these m nor
changes. This will continue to nake our
nei ghbor hoods | ess safe and puts our |aw
enforcenment officials in current danger.
Furthernore, this one-house budget includes the
Clean Slate Act, which is just nore pro-crimnal
| egi sl ation.

Now for the ugly. This one-house
budget proposes to spend $9 billion nore than the
Governor's al ready excessive proposal, bringing
t he budget from 227 billion to 236 billion, nore
than the states of Texas and Fl orida conbi ned.

I f this one-house budget is passed,
it will see an increase in total spending by 66
billion nore than 2019 levels. That's a
staggering 39 percent increase in our state
budget in just four years.

You know, Madam President, | was
born at night, but I wasn't born | ast night.

|'ve been a CPA in New York State for over

30 years. 1've been a CFO for a snall business
for 20 years. | know sound budget practices.
This isn't it. This is unsustainable. It's
reckless. It's irresponsible.

Ri ght now the bad and the ugly in
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t hi s one-house budget outwei gh the good. W have
to do better. W nust do better.

You know, the goals, w shes and
dreans of the residents of Rockland are to have
| oner taxes. Their goals, wi shes and dreans are
to have saf e nei ghborhoods. Their goals, w shes
and needs are to prioritize famlies rather than
prioritizing fel ons.

For these reasons, |I'mvoting no on
this resolution. Thank you very mnuch

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Sepul veda on the resol ution.

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: Thank you for
allowing me to speak on this resolution

There seens to be an effort on
behal f of mnmy coll eagues -- who |I respect -- on
the other side to sort of paint this as soft on
crinme. They're stretching and cherry-picking
stats to justify their position on bail reform
when we know, when you | ook at the data, bai
ref orm has been successful .

And if there is a crisis of public
opinion, it's because ny colleagues on the other
side have created that crisis.

But let's tal k about public opinion.
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So one of ny coll eagues indicated that we al so
have the court of public opinion. Well,

53 percent of Americans believe that we should
have sone form of gun control

@un control {sic} is the biggest
purveyor of violence in our state. W don't nake
guns in New York State; southern states bring
themin here. But 53 percent of Anericans say we
shoul d have sone form of gun control, and our
col | eagues on the other side oppose any sensible
nmeasure of gun control

Ni nety percent of Denocrats and
70 percent of Republicans believe that we should
have sone form of background checks, yet we
cannot get our colleagues on the other side to
cone to the table and create sensible
| egi sl ation.

Anot her one of ny col |l eagues tal ked
about let's do what's best for our kids. Let's
do what's best for our kids. WlIl, guess what.
What's the nunber-one killer of kids in our
state? Q@uns. Families with guns in their house.
Nunber-one killer of children under 10 years ol d.

So if you want to tal k about sol ving

crine, let's be serious. Let's tal k about
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reduci ng t he nunber-one purveyor of crime in this
state, violent crine, and that's guns.

So we invite you to join our
conference, sit down and let's tal k about
sensi ble gun laws so that we can decrease the
viol ence that conmes to our famlies.

There is al so some discussion about
i ncreasing us allow ng undocunented inmm grants to
participate in the healthcare program Sone of

nmy coll eagues, in what | call an inhumane way,

continue to refer to themas illegal aliens.
People are not illegal, and you dehumani ze
sonmeone when you refer to themas illegal.

But let's talk about the realities,
because we seemto miss this point. They talk
about the expense of including themin this
program but they fail to nmention that in 2019 --
and probably 2020, 2021 -- that undocunented
i mm grants have contributed over $5 billion to
our tax rolls.

And you | ook at the nunbers, the
i nformati on we gave you in our conference, in
material: $1.6 billion is for New York State.
So if you calculate, if you do your basic

cal cul ations, over the |ast two years
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undocunent ed i mm grants have contri buted over
$10 billion to the coffers of New York State and
t he federal governnent.

And so renenber, these were the
peopl e who kept your house clean during the
pandem c. These were the people who put their
lives at risk every single day because they had
to go to work. These were the people that
cl eaned the subways and cl eaned the nursing homnes
and cl eaned sone of your hones.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Sorry,
Senat or Sepul veda, how are you voting?

SENATOR SEPULVEDA: | will vote
proudly in the affirmative. And | enjoin our
col | eagues on the other side to join us for
sensi ble gun legislation and to respect our
undocunent ed i mm grants.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Rhoads on the resol ution.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Madam President. |'m|ess concerned about the
hopes and dreans of the Denocratic Conference and

nore concerned about the hopes and dreans of the
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constituents that we all represent.

And | can't inmagine that the hopes
and dreans of those constituents would include an
increase in the state spending over just the | ast
five years of nearly $70 billion. As though that
noney cones fromthe air. That noney cones from
t axpayers.

The residents that | want -- the
area residents that | represent want a safe
comunity. This budget doesn't nmake us any
safer. This budget makes us |l ess safe -- with
Clean Slate, with renoving reasonable reforms to
bail reformrestoring judicial discretion to give
j udges, the people who are elected, the ability
to make decisions as to whether soneone is a risk
and needs to be kept in jail or held on bail.

In fact, taking away the ability of
crimnals, the accused, to get access to
di version prograns. Because if they never get
before a judge, they can't go to a drug diversion
program they can't go to other prograns that are
avai l able to them-- nental health prograns.

They want a budget that keeps our
comunities prosperous. W're not getting that.

What we're getting are corporate franchise
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surcharges, MIA payroll taxes, unenploynment tax
i ncreases, surcharges on busi nesses, congestion
pricing -- all making it nore expensive for

busi nesses to do business in this state.

New York State, by the way, ranks
49t h, according to CNBC, in business
friendliness. Meanwhile, 70 percent of the jobs
are created by small businesses. Yet we're
making it harder for those small businesses to be
able to afford to stay in business in this
budget .

My residents also want a better
quality of life. And we're not providing thema
better quality of life in this budget. And while
t here have been sonme nodifications to the
Governor's housing proposal, what's still in the
housi ng proposal are goals, goals which in
Nassau County woul d create an additi onal
1.5 mllion housing units in Nassau County al one,
doubling the county's population if just one
person |lived in each of those houses.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Excuse
nme, Senator Rhoads, how do you vote?

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Madam President. Wiile this mght be slightly
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different --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: How do
you vote, Senator?

SENATCR MAYER: | vote in the
negative, and thank you. Wile this --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

SENATOR RHOADS: -- this budget may
be slightly different --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

SENATCOR RHOADS: -- it is no
better. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Har ckham on the resol ution.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, Madam President. | want to thank our
Majority Leader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for
bringing this resolution to the fl oor.

There are a | ot of very positive
things for our constituents in here. | want to
touch upon a couple of really bold environnental
initiatives, and I'mso grateful they were
i ncluded. And one of themw |l actually address

some of the questions nmy good friend Senator
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Mattera had about what are we doing with jobs.

I f you look in the section and read
under the cap-and-invest -- our response to the
Governor's cap-and-invest program she is very
vague in her |anguage, the Governor. So we as a
conference put in guardrails around a | ot of
things, and there's a big conponent that we
negotiated with the AFL-CI O and the buil di ng
trades very closely around job transition. And
it's a critical conponent. Job protection, PLAs,
prevailing wage. And also on the transition to
retirement for folks who may be along in their
career. There are a lot of good things init. |
encourage you to read it.

The other thing I would point out,
we' re tal king about, you know, |osing boilers and
furnaces. In the free market, before New York
St ate has done anything, electric heat punps have
been outselling gas furnaces and boilers on the
free market for the last three years. So the
mar ket pl ace is going toward el ectric heat punps
bef ore New York has ever done anyt hi ng.

So that's the dimate and Community
Protection Fund. It puts on guardrails and it

tells us where we should spend our noney in
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conjunction with the CLCPA goals: To our
envi ronnmental justice comunities, to
decar boni zi ng our environnent, and to | abor
transition.

| also want to thank the Majority
Leader for including the Packagi ng Reduction and
Recycling Act. Qur taxpayers and our

muni ci palities are literally drowning in garbage,

and the cost. This bill alone will save New York
t axpayers and municipalities over $200 mllion a
year. |'mvery grateful it's in here.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Har ckham thank you. How do you vote?

SENATOR HARCKHAM | vote aye
Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: | woul d
just like to remnd all nenbers that you have two
m nutes to explain your vote. Thank you.

Senat or Chu.

SENATOR CHU: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| would Iike to take this nonment to
enphasi ze the urgent needs of AAPI comunities.
AAPI is the fastest-growi ng conmunity in

New Yor k. However, one in four AAPI nenbers |ive
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in poverty. And that is why | have to say the
current resources and infrastructure cannot neet
t he needs of our AAPI famlies.

In the past three years, when the
pandem c hit, we saw a 400 percent increase in
hate crimes and di scrim nation agai nst our AAPI
famlies. And even just two weeks ago we saw an
unacceptable hate crinme attack in Queens still.

Wil e many of the AAPI famlies
suffer fromthese targeted hate crinmes, struggle
to survive fromthe insufficient support for
adult literacy, rising -- the high-rising
unenpl oynment rate and food insecurity, over a
hundred | ocal organizations throughout New York
State, they stepped up and carried those needy
famlies with their |anguage support and the
cul tural conpetence.

And that is the reason why | have to
enphasi ze to all ny coll eagues here in this
chanber, across both aisles, howinportant it is
for our resolution to get passed and to include
t he AAPI equity budget support so that we can
recogni ze and address the needs of the AAPI
comunity.

And for this reason, | vote aye.
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Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senat or Ryan.

SENATOR RYAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

There is so much in this budget to
be pleased with. W have increased funding for
upstate transit through STOA. W restore funding
for university-based research centers, to the
Centers for Excellence. W restore the Restore
New York grant that really hel ps upstate cities.
W made the third and final paynment of Foundation
Aid to districts who were shortchanged t hroughout
the years. W elimnated the 2030 date for the
repl acenent of gas furnaces. W restored and
i ncreased funding for refugee resettl enent, which
are a huge econonmi c driver for our upstate
communi ti es.

| had hoped for nore for upstate
tenants and will continue to work with the
Housi ng chair to nmake sure that upstate tenants
have access to high-quality courts where the
judges are actually | awyers.

We have a housing quality problemin
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upstate, and we have many, nmany towns with no
bui l di ng i nspectors, so we need to nmake sure that
we have buil ding i nspectors throughout the state.
And we need to find nore funding to
protect upstate tenants who are being evicted for

nonpaynent of rent.

So, Madam President, with these many

conpliments and a couple of concerns, | proudly
vote in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Brisport.

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, those who have been
listening to Governor Hochul's speeches over the
past year mght be under the inpression that our
chil dcare sector has been stabilized by a
$7 billion investnent, which unfortunately could
not be further fromthe truth

The $7 billion figure she nentions
is four years worth of funding, nost of which
exists only as an 1QU. And what the Governor
doesn't bring up is that she in fact negoti ated

agai nst childcare funding in | ast year's budget.

So one year later, the few childcare

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1586

providers left operating in our state are stil

| argely working for poverty wages and struggling
to keep their doors open. Famlies are
desperately scranbling to get their nanmes on
childcare waiting |ists because the nmgjority of
New Yorkers are living in childcare deserts.

Experts in the field have testified
on how wi I dly inadequate | ast year's budget truly
was and how devastating Governor Hochul's new
budget proposal would be for the collapsing
sector.

Wiile the alternative that we're
voting on today does not, in my opinion, do
enough to fully address the crisis, it does make
meani ngful investnments and would dramatically
i mprove the lives of famlies and childcare
provi ders throughout our state.

So | want to make absolutely sure
t hat everyone wat chi ng here today understands the
situation. |If the final State Budget has even
one dollar less of childcare funding than this
one- house budget proposal, it will mean that once
agai n Governor Hochul actively negotiated agai nst
the chil dcare sector she publicly clains to

chanpi on.
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Some m ght wonder why the Governor
woul d push back on sonething as broadly popul ar
and economcally vital as childcare funding. The
answer to that actually explains a | ot about her
proposal . Governor Hochul has nade a cal cul ation
that her political future depends nore on
mai nt ai ni ng the support of mllionaires and
billionaires than on neeting the needs of the
entire rest of the state. Her top priority seens
to be protecting tax breaks for the very
weal t hi est New Yorkers.

We cannot allow the ultra-rich to
continue mani pulating laws and tax policy to
hoard greater and greater anounts of wealth. It
is time to break their chokehold on our
denocr acy.

Madam Presi dent, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Martins.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| will be voting no, as |'ve
mentioned earlier. But | just wanted to make a
coupl e of points.

One, the sheer scope of spending in
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this bill over and above | ast year, $14 billion,
and yet we're not able to find in those

$14 billion increases year over year a sum of
nmoney that will offset the inpacts to Nassau,
Suf fol k and Westchester counties with regard to
t he paynment of the MIA payroll tax.

We heard earlier that there was a
concern about violence, and gun violence in
particular. And | for the record did vote for
the SAFE Act. And so there are people on this
side of the aisle who do believe in gun control

But yet | don't hear anything from
the Majority, in this bill or otherw se, that
deals with the real scourge when it cones to
death in our comunities, and children in
particular, which is overdose and drug overdoses
and fentanyl, increasing the penalties for crines
and hol di ng peopl e accountable for those
crinmes -- including, on the bail reforns,
allowing for those violent drug dealers to be
hel d account abl e when there are obviously
consequences.

Lastly, we had a conversation
earlier about the MIA payroll tax, and we had a

guestion about whether or not Nassau and Suffol k
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counties and Westchester County should rightfully
have to continue to pay those taxes when there
have been exenptions made for others in New York
St ate, Madam President.

And t hen the suggestion was nade
t hat perhaps Long Island would want to | eave.
Now, | originally thought that the concern we had
fromthe Majority was one of poor public policy,
and so we were questioning that in the spirit of
that debate. But if the question is whether or
not Long Island should | eave because -- that just
becones personal

And, Madam Presi dent, the nessage
that that sends to the residents, the taxpayers
of Nassau, Suffol k and Westchester County is nore
than clear, that when they're treated unfairly
when it comes to a one-house budget, they should
just shut up and sit down.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: How do
you vote, Senator Martins?

SENATCOR MARTI NS: Madam Pr esi dent
| vote no. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senat or Skoufi s.
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SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thanks very much,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And ny thanks to Senator Krueger for
her endurance, and our Majority Leader for
guiding us to this point and really collecting us
as a geographically and ideol ogically diverse
conference and bringing us together in support of
this resol ution.

And there is a lot to support in
this resolution, fromcontinued significant
i nvestnments in education, including continued
expansi on of universal pre-K in every corner of
the state, finally beginning to recognize that
despite the conments of some of ny good
col | eagues across the aisle, that the four
counties north of Westchester and west of
Westchester are underserviced. W have one track
in Orange County. W just built a third track on
Long Island. W have one track in Orange County.
We have no trains, and we pay the sane fees, the
same tax. W finally begin to address that
i nequity.

And we certainly begin to reinin
the Orange County | DA, which is an agency in ny

district that is so far off the rails you can't
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even see the rails anynore.

So there's a lot to support in this
docunment. |I'mproud to support it. But
certainly with any large resolution |ike this,
there are cone concerns. Certainly I w sh we
woul d have done and | hope we will do nore around
public safety.

And | do have a very deep concern
about good cause eviction, which is included in
t hi s one-house budget. And specifically, |ook,
this is -- the housing crisis, which nost of us
agree is a crisis, is acrisis of supply. It's a
crisis of stock. And we do have to intelligently
build nore housing in a smart growh way with a
smart grow h approach

Good cause eviction will do the
exact opposite. N nety-eight percent of
econonists -- there was a poll done a nunber of
years ago fromthe 1GM Forum which is a big
col l ection of sone of the top economists in this
country. Only 2 percent of them when surveyed
about price controlling in housing, believe it is
smart public policy and hel pful to the housing
crisis -- 2 percent.

| believe the 98 percent who have
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concerns, they have concerns because this woul d
i npede supply. \What devel oper, what landlord is
going to go out and be encouraged to increase
supply when you' ve got these kind of price
controls? They won't.

And so | do hope --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Skoufis.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: -- We can
continue working on this.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: How do

you vote?

SENATCOR SKOUFI S: | do, however,
vote aye

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Martinez.

SENATOR MARTI NEZ: Good nor ni ng,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And t hank you, everyone, for
bringing this budget to the floor today.

As | awnakers we face chal |l engi ng
times every single year, and this year is no
exception. Despite the budgeting constraints, as

an educator | am pleased to see the funding that
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was al |l ocated to our school districts.
Regardl ess of zip codes, our students will have
the potential to have education that is topnotch.

As chair of Local Covernnent, |
woul d i ke to thank nmy col | eagues for anendi ng
t he housi ng proposal submtted by the Governor.
| heard frommany el ected officials across the
state regarding the critical need to preserve
| ocal authority.

We understand there is a housing
crisis which is nultifaceted, and we need to take
a smart approach towards that. But we al so need
to maintain a continuation of conversation where
we can talk to everyone and still have a bal anced
deci si on.

Local governments expressed serious
concerns about the Medicaid shift and how this
woul d af fect our districts. W are very proud
that we were allocating noney to prevent that
cost shift from happening to our districts and
al so saving our |ocal governments $626 mllion in
doi ng so.

We al so heard from constituents,
election officials and | aw enforcenent officials

t hroughout the state regardi ng anendi ng bail .
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Even though I know it's not in this budget, |
remai n hopeful and willing to work with

| eadership and nmy col |l eagues to address the
concerns of New Yorkers who are feeling | ess
saf e.

But we al so need to dispel sone of
the nyths and the fearnongering that has taken
pl ace across bail reform W can have justice
and we can have public safety together, and they
bot h shoul d coexi st.

| would also like to thank ny
col | eagues for listening and agreeing to reject
t he new payroll mobility tax. This is a proposal
t hat hurts suburban conmunities across the state
and Long Island. 1In tines of economc
uncertainties like the ones we face in this
post - pandem c era, with high inflation and an
i mm nent downturn, we should do everything in our
power to pronote job security for our
constituents.

The increase of the MIA tax woul d do
precisely the opposite and will add nore pressure
to smal |l businesses, which are al ready struggling
fromthe pandenic

The MIA has a history of failing to
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nmeet custoner expectations and continues to
request additional funding wthout addressing the
under |l yi ng service and operational issues.

| nst ead of seeking additional funding, the MIA
needs to focus on inproving accountability and
efficiency with its operations and to better
serve its customers.

Overall, this is a strong financi al
bl ueprint for our state. W' re addressing many
of the priorities that our constituents sent us
to Albany to do. And as is usual in the case of
every legislative process, it is also a work in
progr ess.

Thank you again to our |eader and to
nmy col |l eagues - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
how do you vote?

SENATOR MARTI NEZ: --and I'l'l be
voting in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ranos.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, | wish | could say that

|"m surprised that no one debated nme on m ni mum
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wage, right -- we're proposing a raise -- and |
think that's largely because they woul d not want
to go on the record for their poorest
constituents to hear themdeny a better quality
of life.

| think it's an irrefutable truth
that we all here do represent working poor people
in our districts, and that is who | rise to
support today.

Rosalia Arriaga, fromKingston, is a
singl e not her of two who doesn't qualify for
unenpl oynment i nsurance.

Gabriela Garcia, from Fl atbush
Brookl yn, is a donmestic worker supporting her
children in both Brooklyn and Mexi co on $15 an
hour, sharing an apartnent with two ot her
famlies to afford rent.

Yehovani Vill al obos, in Henpstead,
wor ks for a mninmum wage as a groundskeeper on a
gol f course in Long Island.

Li nda Wiite, fromBuffalo, is a
hone-care worker in her late sixties on a fixed
income who can't afford to retire.

Kristen Brown, from Rochester, is a

not her of five earning 14.20 an hour
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wor king full-tinme who was denied sick |eave to
care for her elderly father.

And Sarai Rodriguez is a street
vendor from Corona, Queens, who feeds day
| aborers on their way to work every day.

These New Yorkers, each and every
one of them took time they couldn't afford to
come to Albany to share their stories with their
el ected officials. They cane to fight for their
famlies and make sure they are seen and heard in
our budget.

Qur body rejected raises in tuition
for young people, raises in MIA fares, and a
m ni mum wage proposal that just didn't neet the
affordability crisis working famlies are facing.
| nstead, we prioritized school funding, expanded
childcare and working famly tax credits and a
real raise for our |owest earners, nmany of whom
live in shelters despite being enpl oyed.

I'd like to thank our | eader,
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for standing firm behind
a bold agenda that prioritizes our poorest
nei ghbors, and | vote aye, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank

you.
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Senat or Mayer.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| think we cannot ignore the
historic investnment in this budget resolution in
education funding and the third year of the ful
fundi ng of Foundation Aid, as well as aid that
hel ps every district in this state, urban, rural
and suburban. Every district, every school, wll
benefit by the financing in this resolution, and
that's historic.

Secondly, we continue to invest in
full-day pre-K for 4-year-olds. W' ve nade
substantial inmprovenents in our schools for our
nost di sabl ed children, both preschool and
school -age, and incredibly, although we haven't
mentioned it today, we have committed to
provi di ng school breakfast and lunch to every
student in every school that qualifies for the
federal school |lunch program That is a historic
i nvestment and a responsibility to people who do
not vote for us, but who we serve.

And so today |'mvery proud that our
budget in the sphere of education, |ed by our

| eader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, put its foot down
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and rmakes clear that our primary obligation is to
serve the next generation by funding and
investing in our public education system

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senator Borrello.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| would Iike to say that | did
appreci ate the debate today. But | was probably
nost entertained by Senator Parker when he
di scussed the painful transition the state is
going to have to incur to go after this
el ectrification and green econony, when he
described it as very simlar to the painful
transition fromwood houses to stone houses --
whi ch perplexed nme a little bit, since |I still
live in a stone house and | think nost -- or a
wooden house, and | think nost people live in a
wooden house.

But it made nme think that perhaps he
has this fabul ous castle in New York Cty and
that perhaps, in addition to that, instead of

having to worry about putting gasoline in a car,
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he m ght have a dragon that he goes back and
forth to his fabul ous castle.

And it speaks to the fantasy that
this whol e proposal really is, the fantasy and
science fiction behind the idea that we're going
to create this green new econony with technol ogy
that doesn't exist, and that we're going to nmake
cars and sol ar panel s and everything el se when
there's absolutely -- in seven years, by the way,
to give union jobs for things that actually
aren't being made in this country and, by the
way, there are no plans to make in this country.

Every one of these fabulous electric
cars that everyone thinks they're saving the
planet with are all nade in part or entirely in
Chi na.

So where is this new green econony
fantasy going to cone fromin seven years? How
are we going to power our homes? How are we
going to heat our honmes? And by the way, if
Buf falo had an all-electric house or all-electric
bui | di ngs, those 47 |lives | ost would have been
nore |i ke 4700, because the electricity went out
for days and peopl e survived because of

nat ur al - gas- power ed generators and even heati ng
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their hone with their stove and having hot water
froma natural gas boiler.

But that's the fantasy we're
proposing in this bill, the fantasy that New York
State i s sonehow going to create sonething that
doesn't exist because New York has mandated it.
Probably the nobst arrogant thing |I could think
of -- a unique conbination of arrogance and
i gnor ance.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
how do you vote?

SENATOR BORRELLO | am voting no.
Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Cooney.

SENATOR COONEY: Thank you,

Madam President. | rise to support this budget
resol ution.

You know, Senator Borrello, it's a
little bit like a fantasy to ne because there's
so many good things that we can proud of in this
budget. | want to highlight just a few

Huge win for famlies, the expansion

of the child tax credit for children under age 4.
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This will nake a huge reduction in child poverty
across our state.

"' ma huge advocate for the arts,
you know that. | want to thank Chair Serrano for
his | eadership in restoring $20 mllion to arts
organi zations and artists outside of New York
Cty. And | want to thank our Senate Majority
Leader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for her support
of $5 mllion to support our historic theaters
that are such integral parts of our downtowns.

We shoul d be supporting this in a
bi parti san way because we represent these cities
across upstate New York on both sides of the
aisle. And I'mvery proud of our conmtnent to
the arts.

On behal f of patients, | am so
grateful to see the renoval of the excise tax for
nmedi cal cannabis. This means so nmuch to the
famlies who are struggling with epil epsy and
pai n managenent .

And on a personal note, as an
Asi an- Arerican, |'mso proud to see the increased
i nvestment fromthis house, and | want to thank
Senat or Chu for her |eadership in making sure

that we are doing all that we can to support the
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Asi an- Areri can conmunity across New York State.

Now, with everything there's always
room for inprovenent, and | know that the fight
wi |l continue over the next few weeks as we get
to the final adopted budget. | want to see a
nore intense focus on housing. W know that we
have nore work to be done. | am concerned about
mai ntai ning local control in the final adopted
budget .

| want to see nore to be done around
public safety, to increase conmunity safety in
not just Rochester but cities across New York
St at e.

| want to nake sure that we continue
our investnents in |local government, not just for
Rochester but for cities and towns across
New York State.

And for our senior population, |et
us do all that we can to increase that Medicaid
rate. We know we can do nore. W deserve to do
nore. This is the first time that we've seen a
nmeani ngful increase in Medicaid rates to the
state hospitals and nursing hones in al nost
15 years. Let's keep pushing --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1604

Cooney, how do you vote?

SENATOR COONEY: Thank you very
much, Madam President. | vote in the
affirmati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senat or Wl czyk.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| have to correct the record on a
couple of things. W do nake firearns in the
State of New York. Remington Arnms in Ilion
New Yor k, has been in operation since 1816, and
their firearms were carried in both Wrld War |
and World War Il. So that was a m snoner by a
col | eague t oday.

Al so, chil dhood death, according to
the CDC -- this isn't a Senator fromthe
North Country telling you it -- is -- the top
reasons are cancer, birth defects and
conplications, and accidents and sui ci de.

And those are facts, not political
tal king points, which | think is inportant when
we head into a budget discussion.

New York's econony can't support
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your out-of-control spending. The state's GDP
growh was 5 percent |ast year. Last year's
enact ed budget was $227 billion. The Governor --
or was $220 billion.

The Governor proposed $227 billion,
and you' re proposi ng above and beyond that today.
This resolution that we're voting on right now,
$236 billion.

Since 2019 -- and that would be the
year that you took control of the chanber -- the
state's increased in spending, 33 percent. Have
your constituents' sal aries gone up 33 percent?
Has the income to their househol ds gone up
33 percent or 40 percent |ike you're proposing
with this resolution? Mne haven't.

We sat through all these budget
hearings, and | listened intently today. W
tal ked about the nunbers that the Governor has
proposed in her budget and we tal ked about sone
of the policy items that should or shouldn't have
been i ncluded and naybe shoul d be debat ed
separate and apart.

And then on top of all that, you
i ncl uded a bunch of policy that was never debated

in open public. You're jammng it into a budget
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bill in order to force it through

We had those hearings for a reason.
They serve an actual purpose, so that we can
di scuss and debate what the priorities of the
peopl e of the State of New York are.

You may say 236 billion --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,

how do you vote?

SENATOR WALCZYK: -- | say that's
way too much. | will vote no. | wll stick by
the facts --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

SENATOR WALCZYK: -- 1'1l do the
responsi bl e thing for the people of the State of
New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Scar cel | a- Spant on.

SENATOR SCARCELLA- SPANTON: Thank
you, Madam President. | rise to support today's
resol ution.

| want to thank Senator Majority
Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins and ny col | eagues
who have worked with me in prioritizing the needs

of Staten Island and Sout hern Br ookl yn.
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" m proud that we increased funding
for our veterans after the Executive Budget
initially proposed cuts. | know how inportant it
is to fund services for our veterans and their
famlies.

| " m proud that the shortsighted pl an
to put speed caneras on the Verrazano Bridge was
excluded fromthis resolution. Staten |Islanders
al ready suffer fromthe | ongest commutes in the
country, and putting caneras on the bridge would
only nmake things worse.

We al so worked to help Staten
| sl anders with their commutes by securing the
resident toll discounts and are making sure it
stays in place, even if they try to raise our
tolls.

My district is home to the | argest
nunber of Hol ocaust survivors in the state. It
is so inportant that we are adding funds to the
Hol ocaust Survivors Initiative, assisting with
the funding for the necessary healthcare and
comunity services that nmy district and our
entire state so desperately need.

The additional funding for discovery

i npl enentation utilized by our New York City
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district attorneys is vital for public safety,

but let me be clear. W nust make sure they're
fully funded in order to do this work
effectively. And there is still a lot of work to
be done around public safety.

Al t hough this resol ution includes
many things that are highly beneficial to ny
constituents, | nust highlight aspects that woul d
be of deep concern. For exanple, we shouldn't be
bui | di ng new housi ng wi thout |ocal input and
agai nst the wi shes of those in our comunities.

On our path to sustainability, we
shoul dn't be telling honeowners what they can and
cannot have in their hones.

And we need to protect our tenants
and homeowners, ensuring that we legislate in a
way wWith both in mnd..

Communi ty input nust be central to
all that we do, and I will continue fighting for
that on behalf of all my constituents.

Wth that, | vote in the
affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senat or Bail ey.
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SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

As a nation of headline readers, we
shoul d read the whole story and don't let the
headl i ne be the story. Public safety cannot and
shall not and will never be defined by two words,
bail reform

So while | appreciate ny col |l eagues
sentinents on public safety, that is sonething
that every one of us, all 63 of us, share. W
all care about public safety equally.

But again, there are so nmany things
in this budget that help us achieve the goal of
public safety. As | nentioned before, increasing
funding for discovery, increasing gun violence
and anti-gun violence initiatives. Increasing
funding for 18B attorneys who represent indigent
i ndi vi dual s.

W have to look at |ife and
comunity safety as a continuum right? And when
you think about that continuum it also involves
econonmi ¢ prosperity. Wich is why the d ean
Slate Act is so critically inportant, to make
sure that people who were fornerly

justice-involved have the ability to be
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meani ngful Iy involved in their conmunities
economcally. It is critically inportant.

And again, as a body under the
| eadershi p of Andrea Stewart-Cousins, we have and
al ways will continue to contenplate and di scuss
i ssues of inportance to our constituents. | want
to be very clear about that.

But 1'malso grateful to our
education chair, Shelley Mayer, for hel ping us
put $11.7 mllion for the Cty of Munt Vernon.
You know, Munt Vernon had a shortfall, and we're
grateful for that funding.

We're also grateful for funding for
youth sports. You know, across the aisle, both
ai sl es, we can talk about that, that sports is
the world's greatest social currency. And when
we can get our kids involved in sports sooner
rather than later, we have the opportunity for
themto be able to avoid sone of the issues and
the concerns that relate to public safety.

So | think this is an excellent
budget, | think that there is -- excuse ne, an
excel l ent one-house. | think there is nore that
we're going to do. But people tal ked about

dreanms and ni ghtnmares, and as Meek M1l would
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say, hold up, wait a mnute, y'all thought we
were finished?

| proudly vote aye, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Kavanagh.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

There is, as has been said, so nuch
that is positive in this resolution that we're
voting on today. Senator Mayer's -- the thing
t hey she nmentioned, not only investing in
education but also in food, the nost basic thing
for our children.

The things that Senator Harckham and
Senat or Parker reviewed, particularly funding for
the climate change and resiliency investnments we
need.

Packagi ng and paper, extended
producer responsibility, which really will set us
on target toward, again, those clinmate goals and
al so save our conmunities lots of noney in terms
of disposal costs and create a nore circul ar
econony where we're not wasting this planet's
resour ces.

And the All-Electric Building Act,
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which is not a fantasy, it is areality all over
the world, including countries with cold climates
that have single-fam |y honmes and high rises in
pl aces |i ke London. But obviously a conversation
to be continued.

And Senat or Chu nentioned the AAPI
funding, which as a representative of Chinatown,
isreally critical and | knowis critical for al
of us here in this conmunity.

And just one nore thing that | think
hasn't been nentioned, but the repeal of the
ridicul ous tax exenption for Madi son Square
Garden is sonething that I'mglad we're finally
going to do. |'ve been working on that for nore
than 10 years.

On housing, the Governor should be
conpl i mented for enphasizing the need for
addressing what is truly a crisis throughout our
state. It's a crisis of availability, a crisis
of affordability, a crisis of eviction and a
crisis of honel essness.

The Governor had set forth some very
serious proposals around sone mandat es and
targets for localities. W are replacing those

today with incentives and targets and enornous
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investnments in infrastructure to support the
devel opnent of new housi ng.

We are al so nmaki ng huge investnents
in paying the rent, both through a new program
cal | ed Housi ng Access vouchers and al so payi ng
the remai nder of the rent that built up during
the COVI D energency through the Emergency Renta
Assi stance Program It's very inportant that we
do include good cause, which is -- stands for the
sinpl e proposition that you shoul d not be evicted
for no reason in this state. And we've got great
i nvestnents --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
how do you vote?

SENATOR KAVANAGH: W' ve got great

i nvestnments in many other aspects of this -- of
our critical -- our response to the housing
crisis.

And for that reason and nmany ot hers,
| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senat or St avi sky.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .
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| think this was a good budget, but
| thank our | eader, Senator Stewart-Cousins, for
making it a lot better.

For exanple, as you know, | chair
Hi gher Education, and we restored sonme of the
funding to CUNY that was so necessary. But even
nore inportant, again this year, there is no
increase in tuition.

For too long in the past, there have
been yearly $200-a-year increases in tuition, and
that had to stop. W stopped it in 2019, and we
have not had a tuition increase. There's no
guestion that during tinmes of declining
enroll ment, increasing tuition is not the
sol uti on.

In terns of housing, | think our
one- house wi sh list, | guess you could call it,
our one-house neasure is going in the right
direction. W've got to provide affordable
housing. We've got to preserve the existing
housi ng and protect the rights of tenants and so
forth.

And Madam President, for that reason
| vote yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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Hi nchey.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise today in support of this
resolution and to highlight a fewitens that have
not been acknow edged here today but that would
be transformative for our upstate and
Hudson Val |l ey comuniti es.

In agriculture we not only restore
the cuts but we increase -- we increase the line
itenms, we make sure that there's funding for nore
research. W nake sure that our dairy farners
and our henp farners and our cannabis farners and
our apple growers are all actually getting the
i nvestnments that they deserve, to make sure that
we have a | ocal food supply here in our state.

We create the first-ever tax
i ncentives for henp businesses, for manufacturing
and processing, that will help revitalize our
rural and upstate econom es and make sure that we
have manufacturing products for the future.

For our volunteer firefighters,
those that protect our communities and are often
faced with increasing costs of different

regul ations, both fromthe state and federal
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government, we create a first-ever Vol unteer
Firefighter Capital Fund to actually help with
t hose costs.

For our municipalities, we allocate
$100 million to help with water infrastructure so
that our rnunicipalities can actually plan for
what types of investnents they need to nake to
make sure that all of their constituencies and
their residents have access to clean water.

As was mentioned earlier, Healthy

School Meals for Al is a transformtion change.
This investnment in ny district alone will help
over 17,000 students. 1In that vein, we've also

noved forward to include breakfast in the school
l unch program so that kids can actually eat
farmfresh food.

And we've nade it easier for our
agenci es and our school districts and
muni ci palities to actually buy local food from
farmers so that, again, everybody is eating
somet hing nutritious.

W' ve al so invested in the Catskills
again, and we've made a commitnent in this
resolution to actually address short-term

rentals, which is one of the biggest challenges
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in the housing market in upstate communities |ike
mne. They are strangling an already limted --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or,
how do you vote?

SENATOR HI NCHEY: -- housi ng stock.

For this and so many nore, | am
proud to vote aye and | thank the | eader and ny
col | eagues for working on a budget resolution
that brings all of us together.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
May .

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

|"mgrateful for many things in this
budget resolution. 1'mgrateful for the Bottle
Bill, I"'mgrateful for the clean water
infrastructure.

But nost of all | want to thank ny
col | eagues and Leader Stewart-Cousins for getting
a couple of steps closer to true Fair Pay for
Hone care. Last year advocates, hone care
wor kers, hone care providers, people who need
home care really lit up the Capitol with their

advocacy for this issue, and we secured an
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unprecedented $3 i ncrease above m ni mrum wage for
hone care workers.

In this resolution we are raising
that to $5 above m ni mrum wage, we are insisting
that home care is not a m ni numwage job and we
will not let it merge back with m ni mum wage.

And we are adding a |lot of transparency and
maki ng sure that the taxpayer noney for m ni num
wage actually goes to the workers and not to big
i nsurance conpani es.

So | couldn't be nore grateful, and
| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Jackson.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,

Madam President. | rise in order to support the
one- house resol ution.

As you know, | represent the 31st
Senatorial District, which is part of Northern
Manhattan and the Northwest Bronx. And | want to
tal k about the district priorities and the
statewide priorities, including public education.
And we all have benefited fromthe Foundation Aid
formula; the |last phase is comng in.

But not only public education --
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environnental justice, civil service reform

Tier 6 reform the full platformof Invest in our
New York, taxes so that we can nmake sure that
everyone in New York State has the opportunity to
have a m ni num wage, a living wage. Fighting for
environnental justice. Al of these are the
things that we all want for our ourselves and our
fam|lies.

And the nost inportant thing | want
to say to you today is that with an Invest in CQur
New Yor k canpaign, we will help people have
af f ordabl e housi ng and heal t hcare. Extrenely
inmportant. The two top budget priorities is
heal t hcare and educati on.

So with that, | want to thank our
Majority Leader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, and the
staff for putting our one-house resol ution
together. And | vote aye, knowi ng that the
di scussions will continue as we finalize the
budget .

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Thonas.

SENATOR THOVAS: Thank you, Madam

Leader. Thank you to the Super-Mjority Leader,
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our commttee chairs, and staff for working so
hard to keep New Yorkers first.

And this budget is a clear win for
Long | sl and.

The Governor is right when it cones
to the lack of affordable housing. Her plan is
anbi ti ous, but we have to understand the
realities on the ground. W nust recogni ze the
i mportance of |ocal input and the need to listen
to those who know their comunities best. This
conviction is going to leave it up to the | ocal
muni ci palities to cone up with a housing plan
that works for Long Island.

W are going to be allocating
$500 million as a starting point just for
infrastructure, to incentivize our towns and
villages to nmake the necessary inprovenents to
bui | d.

| "' m happy that there is no MIA
payroll rnobility tax in our one-house, and | do
agree we need to |l ook at what the MIA is doing to
al ways be at the edge of fiscal disaster year
after year.

Long | sl anders deserve the best

service and the best infrastructure. Long Island
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will always have LIRR service, and they will not
be cut off.

Crinme is conplicated and
mul tifaceted. So if any nore changes are needed,
we nust | ook at the data first. W need to nake
sure judges in crimnal court apply the | aw and
not choose when they shoul d.

Some nore good things in the budget:
Fundi ng progranms for our veterans, increases for
home- care workers, Foundation Aid increases to
our schools, nore funding for pre-K Rejecting
tuition increases for our students at SUNY and
CUNY, but at the same tinme increasing funding for
those institutions. Funding a universal school
nmeal program Increasing state aid. Mving
forward with plans to build a new Bel nont Park
An additional 100 mllion for clean water
infrastructure.

| proudly vote in the affirmative.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Manni on.

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

|"d like to work ny remarks around
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who is comng to New York State. M cron
Technol ogi es, they're comng to New York State
and nmy district in Cday, New York, for a nunber
of reasons. W have excellent schools, excellent
transportation systenms. W have a fantastic
wor kf orce. W al so have nore green cl ean energy
fl ow ng through C ay, New York, out of upstate
New York, nore than al nbost anywhere else in the
world. And that is why they are com ng here.

| comrend Senat or Cooney. It was
his bill that established Geen CHPS. | was
fortunate to be able to work with him al ong those
lines, and that is what contributed to | anding
Mcron in mmy district.

Way did they cone here? For severa
reasons. Things we've already invested in and
will continue to: Qur education systens,
expansi on of UPK, support for K through 12 by
fully fundi ng our Foundation Aid formula,

i nvesting in apprenticeships, investing in higher
education. And this year, along with ny work
with Senator Mayer, |'mproud to say that we wl|
finally get our 853 and 4410 school rate

rei nbursenents correct.

| also want to add that with this

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1623

expansion we're | ooking at a mmj or housi ng boom
in the area, and we need nore housing. | support
policies that are going to provide for
public/private partnerships that nmake sure that
our supply increases and we keep the control

| ocal .

Finally, I'd like to say that we are
significantly investing in our disability systens
with an 8.5 percent cost-of-Iliving adjustnent,
but that investnent has been flat for over a
decade until we just had two small increases. It
is hurting our workforce.

The workforce is depleted, and this
causes disruption as it relates to housing as
homes get consolidated, a decrease in job
opportunities for people with disabilities,
educational prograns and day programming. So
we nust --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Manni on, how do you vote?

SENATCOR MANNI ON: -- also invest in
the disabilities world.

| proudly vote aye, Madam Presi dent.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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Webb.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,
Madam President. | rise to explain nmy vote.

| want to thank our Senate Majority
Leader, all of ny coll eagues who have been
wor ki ng to put together a one-house budget
proposal that centers and supports the needs of
New Yorkers in equitable ways, especially those
in New York who are nost vul nerabl e.

As one of our new Senators that
represents a district in upstate New York that is
rural, urban and suburban, this one-house budget
proposal addresses the urgency of this nonent
with significant investnments in upstate
New York's famlies and small businesses.

So just to highlight a couple of
things. As relates to our local mnunicipalities,
as a former nunicipal elected nyself, |
understand the inportance of having state
resources such as AIM such as investnents in our
roads, that help us to provide | ong-overdue
overhauls in our infrastructure.

As it pertains to small business, in
t hi s one-house proposal we are investing in snall

busi nesses by ensuring that we provide
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$100 million for small business grants and

3 mllion to support mnority and wonen busi ness
enterprises and to nake sure that they are not

| eft behi nd.

We are also investing in our
wor kf orce by honoring and goi ng beyond what the
Governor has proposed with the 8.5 percent COLA
increase in this one-house proposal, along with
ot her historic and | ong-overdue investnents in
heal thcare and nmental health services.

| also want to |ift up that when it
comes to our schools, the |ong-overdue funding
t hat was needed for districts such as mne and
ot hers across the state with the honoring of the
Foundation Aid -- this is going to nake
significant inprovenents for our schools and,
especially as relates to higher education, our
funding for SUNY and CUNY and our community
col | eges.

Negoti ati ons are going to continue,
and I will continue to fight alongside all of our
col | eagues to nake sure that our priorities,
especially for our New Yorkers who are nost
vul nerabl e, continue to get prioritized in our

final state budget.
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| will be voting aye on this bill,
and | hope ny colleagues will do the sane.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Conri e.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,
Madam President. | rise to support the
resolution, and I just want to take a nonent to
thank all of nmy colleagues in the roomfor their
poi nts of view and for their focusing on trying
to make our state better.

| want to thank our Majority Leader
and | especially want to thank the staff of both
houses on trying to put together a concept and
position and tal king points to nake sure that
peopl e around the state can understand that we're
trying to deliver government that serves all of
t he people of the state and all of the people
that contribute to the state.

There are a |l ot of good things in
t he budget and there are a | ot of things that
we're still working on to try to nmake better.
The first is the Governor's housing conpact,
which | think needs to be taken out of the budget

and di scussed, and give all comrmunities around
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the state an opportunity to really tal k about
housi ng.

This was presented | ast year. There
are a lot of people that have major
consternati ons about what is happeni ng and what
could be done to them There's a threat of
t aki ng over people's sovereign right for zoning
and communities. And we need to give people an
opportunity to have full discussions about what's
happening in their community.

We tal k about affordabl e housing.
And not to do a Mtchell-Lama plan, not to do a
real affordable housing plan, just to do a plan
that would only create nore expensive housing in
areas and conmunities that already have hi gh rent
initiatives because of the AM, is not addressing
the entire problem

We need to pull this out of the
budget and have a full -- give comunities an
opportunity to weigh in, give conmunities an
opportunity to step up and then | et government
deal with it afterwards. But to do this in a
si x-week period is not fair to residents all over
New York State.

Smal | property owners al so have been
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not getting the help that they need in this
budget in the | ast couple of years. W need to
do nore to nmake sure that snall property owners
that are already underwater -- every day in ny
district I have a homeowner com ng to nme sayi ng
they can't get their rent for three years, that
they' re over $10,000 to $20,000 in arrears,
they're working three jobs to try to hold on to
t heir hones because they are behind with their
nor t gage.

W need to do nore for nortgage
relief, we need to do nore in our tax relief for
peopl e that can prove that they're underwater.

There's a lot nore that | woul d want
to talk about in that area, but 1'll leave it to
the point that we need to nove the housing
conpact and let the entire state have an
opportunity to weigh in onit. [It's inportant
that we deal with that.

On ot her issues regardi ng housing,
we need to revanp the O fice of Court
Admi ni stration. W should have a statew de
housi ng court to try to deal with the backlog, to
make sure that these things happen. And if we

don't take that responsibility to nake that
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happen, we're doing a disservice to the thousands
of people that are backl ogged in housing court
now.

Al so, there are other -- a lot of
good things in the bill, so I"mgoing to vote for
the resolution. But | think we have nore work to
do to make sure that there's equity. There's
been 40 years of nonequity in this budget that we
have to make up. And we need to do the things
necessary --

(Loud sneeze.)

SENATCR COWRI E: -- to ensure that
all residents in New York State -- God bl ess
you -- can be able to --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR COWVRI E: | thought you were
sayi ng sonmething else there for a second.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR COWRI E: But we need to
make sure that all residents in New York State
can benefit fromthis budget, can contribute to
the benefits of this state.

And | just want to finally say we're
not done with oversight on the MTA. W're all

going to be taking a hard | ook at that. But at
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the end of the day we want to nake sure that we
get nore people taking the trains into the city,
that we have a better Penn Station plan that

all ows the Thruway so that we can have

i nterconnectivity, so that people fromall over
t he Northeast region can cone in and out of

Penn Station --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Conri e, how do you vote?

SENATOR COWVRI E: -- or hopefully go
to Long Island and do the things necessary to
ensure that --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: How do
you vote, Senator Conrie?

SENATCR COWRI E: -- New York can
remai n the econom c engine for the city.

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you, Madam
| actually didn't think I needed to speak. Since
|"ve spoken quite a bit on this. | think nost
peopl e know |"ma strong yes vote.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.
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(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you.

Majority Leader Andrea

Stewart - Cousins to cl ose.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you

so much, Madam Presi dent.
So we are officially beginning the
m ddl e of the budget. And as we go towards
enacting our state budget, first of all, | want
to thank our intrepid, intrepid Finance chair,
Senat or Liz Krueger. Thank you so much
Senat or Krueger, for what you do for all of us.
SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And al so
for -- | want to thank nmy deputy | eader, M ke
G anaris, for nmaking sure, as usual, not only
t hat everything goes snoothly here but al so
hel ping to steer the ship forward.
And to all of the Majority
Senat ors, thank you so much. And for all of the

Senators. What we do here is valuable to all of

New Yor k, and our participation in nmaking sure we

get to the right answers matters. So | want to

t hank everyone.
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And of course ny incredible,
i ncredi ble staff, including nmy Secretary of
Fi nance Dave Friedfel; mnmy Head of Counsel
Eric Katz; the director of intergovernnenta
affairs, Loren Anor; ny comruni cations director
and his deputy, M ke Mirphy and Jonat han Heppner
and, again, all of the staff that nakes sure that
every day we are prepared to serve New Yorkers.
And I'Il give a shout out to the
Secretary, Ale Paulino, as well, who nmakes our
stay here confortable.
When | spoke at the opening of the
2023 legislative session, | made it clear that as
we energe fromthe pandem ¢ our enphasis nust be
on econom c stability and affordability.
Unfortunately, record inflation |Ievels continue
to hanmstring our famlies, worsening the
affordability crisis and | eaving many to wonder
how they will pay for today, nuch |ess tonorrow.
The Majority viewed this year's
budget as an opportunity, as we always do. This
one is inportant to stop the bleeding and to
bri ng much-needed relief to our working- and
m ddl e-cl ass New Yorkers who have been stretched

at both ends. That nmeans putting hard-earned
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dol | ars back into people's pockets by raising
wages and meki ng housing nore affordable. It
nmeans doing our part to fight the climate crisis
whil e creating good-payi ng m ddl e-cl ass jobs for
workers who will build the infrastructure and get
us to our future. It nmeans keeping the cost of
chil dcare down, college tuition down, and sinply
getting to and from work under control

Affordability generates opportunity.
And |'m proud that our one-house proposal
ani mates the val ues that we have al ways enbodi ed
and allows us to put words into action on behal f
of peopl e of New York

W agree with the Governor that we
need to significantly increase New York's housing
stock. Comunities across the state are
experience housing shortages where rents are
rising faster than incones and the supply of
af fordabl e hones are far bel ow t he demand.

Qur proposal rejects nmandates that
override | ocal autonony, but rather incentivizes
comunities to build housing by providing
$500 million for those localities that neet
growt h targets.

But it's not enough to get people

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1634

i nto housing; we need to nake sure they can stay
there. This conference has always stood on the
side of tenants and small homeowners. As a
result, our budget proposals include protections
and funding to support tenants and homeowners.

Even after people put down their
roots, they still have places to go. W
absol utely need reliable public transportation to
serve as the engine of our econony and keep our
residents interconnected. The MIA is the nost
sophi sticated formof public transit in the
United States and services over 2 mllion riders
a day. MIA failure is not an option.

But we nust al so renenber that this
public good is only helpful if it's affordable.
That's why we reject fare hikes to subsidize MIA
costs. W can't fix the MIA's bal ance sheets on
t he backs of working New Yorkers who rely on our
public transportation system W' ve advanced a
responsi bl e revenue plan that asks the nost
profitable corporations to do their fair share,
rejects the increase to the payroll nobility tax,
and generates new revenue in New York City
wi t hout putting nore costs on city property

t axpayers.
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And, after years of advocacy, |I'm
sure ny friends on Long Island, just as we in
West chester, we're happy that we are increasing
funding for non- MIA public transportation.

We're investing in human services
that communities depend on for their health and
wel | -bei ng, and ensuring that no one is |left
stranded in a healthcare desert. And although
we' ve overcone the worst of the COVID pandeni c,
we are still dealing with the inequalities that
this devastating virus exposed in our society.

No one should be denied care based
on inconme, nor should anyone be unable to find
hel p due to resource constraints. That's why
we're advancing a billion dollars in additional
state funding for financially distressed and
safety-net hospitals, and hundreds of mllions to
prevent Medicaid costs frombeing shifted onto
our |l ocal governnents. W are also asking the
federal governnment to help us achieve the goal of
coverage for all

We are accepting the Governor's
$1 billion investnment in nmental health services
and adding an additional $10 mllion to establish

the Daniel's Law pilot programin continuance of
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our efforts to strengthen and coordi nate nent al
heal t h outreach throughout our state.

The Senate Majority greatly val ues
t he dedi cated workers that care for New Yorkers
in need. That's why we are continuing to
chanpion Fair Pay for Home Care workers, we are
continuing to increase the salaries of day-care
wor kers, and we' ve proposed cost-of-1iving
i ncreases for many of the public enpl oyees who
care for our nost vul nerabl e popul ati ons.

We remain | aser-focused on
Early Intervention being the best form of
prevention and will always advocate for resources
needed to hel p keep peopl e safe and healt hy.

One of the best things we can do is
to invest resources in education. For the past
three years we've made history with our
transformative cradl e-to-col | ege-to-career
pi peline, which supports the next generation
t hrough every step of their schooling.

Now we want to protect access to
t hose opportunities. That's why our one-house
proposal rejects any calls to increase in-state
tuition for SUNY and CUNY. Instead, we're adding

over a billion dollars to inprove access to
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childcare for famlies, increasing funding for
UPK programs by 125 mllion, and fully funding
Foundation Aid for the first time in New York's
history. This is crucial in ensuring public
education is indeed public and not contingent on
a zip code.

In a significant victory for
New York's kids, we're providing 280 mllion for
uni versal school neals, which will require al
school s that participate in the National Schoo
Lunch and Breakfast Programto serve breakfast
and lunch at no cost, a game-changer for the
heal th and success for so many of our students.

These are | ong-overdue investnents
that not only serve us at the nonent but wll
yield even greater returns in the future.
Communities with better schools and greater
resources al so have | ess poverty and | ower crine
rates. Econom c scarcity, |ack of opportunity,
and easy access to guns enable crine to happen.

Data continues to prove no
correl ati on between any specific rise in crine
and bail reform around m sdenmeanors, so we will
follow the facts and continue to make changes if

and when necessary, while we invest in education
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and prograns that reduce crine.

We are reuppi ng our investnent into
gun vi ol ence prevention prograns |ike SNUG
providing funding related to the enforcenent of
Extreme Ri sk Protection Orders, once again
supporting the inplenmentation of Clean Slate, and
supporting the Governor's $36 mllion investnent
in the GVE programto help |ocal |aw enforcenent
and comruni ties prevent gun viol ence.

Thi s budget is about creating new
opportunities at every turn to |lay the groundwork
for a stronger tonorrow. But we can't get there
if our planet is uninhabitable. |'mincredibly
proud of our steps to neet our CLCPA goals and
reverse the climate change course. But we need
to go further. And that's why we're proposing
transformative neasures to reduce em ssions while
bui l di ng a green econony powered by good uni on
j obs.

W're calling for a cap-and-invest
and climate change cost recovery programthat
will hold polluters, past and future, responsible
for funding clean energy projects and clinate
change mtigation. W're also increasing funding

for the Environnental Protection Fund and cl ean
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wat er infrastructure.

In short, this budget is an
expression of our values. And the Senate
Maj ority Conference val ues a New York where
har dwor ki ng peopl e can overcone current
chal | enges and take advantage of future
opportunities. W're a conference of building
t he econony, creating good-paying jobs,
protecting our small businesses, protecting our
envi ronnment, providing a good-quality public
educati on, expandi ng access to housi ng and
heal t hcar e.

These principles are present
t hroughout the Senate's budget proposal and will
gui de us as we work with the Governor and our
Assenbly partners to deliver a budget that wll
translate our shared ideals into a better future
for all New Yorkers.

Madam Presi dent, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Madam Leader.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Resol ution 555, those Senators voting in the

negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
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Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,

O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
before we | eave notions and resol utions, on
behal f of Senator Sanders | wish to call up
Senate Print 1144, recalled fromthe Assenbly,
which is now at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 83,
Senate Print 1144, by Senator Sanders, an act to
anmend the Banki ng and Penal Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
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is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until Mnday, March 20th, at 3:00 p.m,

i nterveni ng days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
March 20th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days being
| egi sl ati ve days.

(Wher eupon, at 2:52 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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