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PROCEEDI NGS
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Senate will cone to order.
| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.
(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.
(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
readi ng of the Journal.
THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
January 31, 2023, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, January 30,
2023, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.
Presentation of petitions.
Messages fromthe Assenbly.
The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Mayer noves
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to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 626A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 828A, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 37.
Senat or Pal unbo noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunber 601 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 1339, Third Readi ng Cal endar 107.
Senat or Parker noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunber 998 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 1344, Third Readi ng Cal endar 112.
Senat or Skoufis noves to discharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 613 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 1354, Third Readi ng Cal endar 121.
Senat or Scar cel | a- Spant on noves to
di scharge, fromthe Commttee on |Investigations
and Governnent Cperations, Assenbly Bil
Nunber 609 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 2223, Third Readi ng Cal endar 160.
Senat or Martinez noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunber 986 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 2224, Third Readi ng Cal endar 161
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Senat or Thonmas noves to di scharge,
fromthe Commttee on Rules, Assenbly Bil
Nunmber 1008 and substitute it for the identical
Senate Bill 2232, Third Readi ng Cal endar 169.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: So
or der ed.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
first of all, welcone to your first day of
presi ding over the Senate. It's a pleasure to
have you in that role

We're going to begin by taking up
t he noncontroversial cal endar, and then we have a
couple of resolutions after that before we nove
on to any debate. So let's take up the cal endar,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 37,
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Assenbly Print 626A, by Assenbl ymenber Qtis, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2022.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 41,
Senate Print 832, by Senator Brisport, an act to
amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2022.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 41, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, Giffo, Lanza,
oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Stec and Wal czyk. Al so
Senator Gallivan.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 9.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
107, Assenbly Print 601, by Assenbl ynenber
Thiele, an act to anend a chapter of the Laws of
2022.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2022.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 601, voting in the negative:
Senat or Skoufi s.

Ayes, 49. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
112, Assenbly Print 998, by Assenbl ynenber
Rosent hal , an act to anend the Public Service Law
and the Ceneral Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
118, Senate Print 1350, by Senator Rivera, an act

to anmend the | nsurance Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 50.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
120, Senate Print 1353, by Senator Brisport, an
act to anend the Social Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2022.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 120, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Mattera, Miurray, Oberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wl czyk,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 32. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
121, Assenbly Print 613, by Assenbl ynenber
Qunther, an act in relation to requiring nonthly
status reports of community investnents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2022.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, b52.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
159, Senate Print 2222, by Senator Harckham an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
160, Assenbly Print 609, by Assenbl ynenber
Dinowitz, an act to anmend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2022.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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161, Assenbly Print 986, by Assenbl ynenber
Sayegh, an act to amend the Public Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 161, voting in the negative:
Senat or Wl czyk.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
169, Assenbly Print 1008, by Assenbl ynenber Ra --

SENATOR SERRANC Lay it aside for
t he day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
will be laid aside for the day.

Senat or Serrano, that conpletes the

readi ng of today's cal endar.
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SENATOR SERRANC Thank you

May we pl ease return to notions and
resolutions. Please take up previously adopted
Resol ution 314, by Leader Stewart-Cousins, read
the resolution title only, and recognize
Senat or Parker on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
314, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, menorializing
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclai mFebruary 2023
as Black Hi story Month in the State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Par ker on the resol ution.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,

M. President, on the resolution.

As we all know, today is the first
day of February, marking the begi nning of Bl ack
Hi story Month. And |I'mjust happy to be able to
speak on this resolution brought forward by our
| eader Andrea Stewart - Cousins.

Bl ack Hi story Month is obviously
personal to ne, not just because | happen to be
African-Anerican. |'mnot sure if anybody

noticed in the room
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(Laughter.)

SENATOR PARKER: But May of this
year will mark 30 years that |'ve actually been
teachi ng Africana studies in various CUNY and
SUNY uni versities across our great state. And |
really want to shout out Dr. Rejila Tatu {ph},
who actually gave me nmy first opportunity at
Brookl yn Col l ege to teach Africana studi es.

And this nonth is inportant, because
African-American history is part of Anerican
history. And that's one of the things that we
really should all understand, that this becones a
time for us to look at the particul ar
achi evenents and the contributions of
African- Arericans in our society.

The first thing we shoul d understand
is that those contributions don't just begin in
1619 when the first ships arrived here with
African people who were in bondage. Right? The
hi story of African people starts much further
than that. Right? |In fact, they're the first
people. Right? Wen you | ook at not just the
first, you know, people of our kind, right, but
when you | ook at the very first person, right --

they call her Alice. | don't know if her nane
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was actually Alice. She was in East Africa, but
they call her Alice. Found on the African
continent, right?

So when we | ook at human
civilization and the devel opnent of all of the
things that we think about: Math, arts,
sci ences, politics, you know -- you know,
cui si nes, |anguage -- all devel oped on the
African continent. Right?

And so the notion that Bl ack people
have cone to this place tabula rasa, or as a
bl ank slate, is just patently wong. Right? 1In
fact, just the opposite. People fromthe African
continent were brought to Anerica exactly because
they had skills, exactly because they understood
t hi ngs about agriculture. R ght? And obviously,
you know, chattel enslavenent was a dark part of
the history of African people, but a darker part
for the history of this country and the worl d.

African- Areri can history started
here, in the United States, but nowis actually
cel ebrated in various forns across the world,

i ncluding Ireland and Engl and that have their own
African- Anerican Hi story Month, which they

celebrate in Cctober. Right? But various
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countries including Canada, CGermany, and
countries on the African continent also celebrate
t hi s nont h.

It becomes inportant for us to kind
of understand the history of the history. Right?
O, as we say in academ a, historiography.

Right? That this nonth didn't cone out of
nowhere. And |I'd actually |ike ny coll eagues on
the other side of the aisle to note that as a
kind of formal dynamic, it actually first got

cel ebrated by Republican President CGerald Ford in
1976, during the Bicentennial, in which he
encouraged Anericans to |l earn nore about
African- Amrericans during this time. That becane
the kind of official kickoff in this country of
African- Arerican history being kind of a -- a --
as we call it now, a thing. R ght?

But it begins really with Negro
Hi story Month in 1926, with Carter G Wodson.
Right? Now, a |ot of people don't know who
Carter G Wodson is. |If you do know, nost of
the tinme he's known for witing The M s-Education
of the Negro, which is a good read. People
shoul d check it out, particularly those who are

interested in education.
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But he gets left behind. Everybody
knows WE.B. Du Bois, right? First
African- Aneri can graduate from Harvard, right?
Carter G Wodson was the second. And they both
got Ph.D.s, right?

What | always say that's interesting
about Carter G Wodson is that he was a teacher.
He wasn't a college professor. He wasn't |ike,
you know, an endowed chair sonewhere. He was an
everyday P.S. 193 teacher. Right? Gbviously in
a bl ack school. How amazing would it be if al

of our teachers had Ph.D.s from Harvard, right?

Well, I'll take a Ph.D. fromthe University at

Al bany. Like I'll take it where we can get it.
But that's the kind of education that -- that he
provi ded.

And he saw that there was a | ack of
access to the history of African-Anericans in his
cl assroomand in the curriculumthat he was being
given to teach. And so he actually created an
organi zati on on the study and advancenent of
Negro history, and out of that he started Negro
Hi story Week. And it actually began the second
week in February, because that week is the week

that -- both Lincoln and Frederick Dougl ass were
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both born that week. Right? And so at that
time, going back to 1926, you know, two of the
kind of giants in ternms of both the abolition of
ensl avenent but al so advancing the right of
African- Arericans. Right?

And so during this nonth, | want to
encourage us all to be focused a little bit nore
on the history of African-Anericans and to
understand that history to be a broad history.
And that includes people fromthe Caribbean,

i ke, Marcus Garvey, who created the |argest
organi zati on of Black people in the entire world,
you know, back in 1924. R ght? The Universal
Negro | nprovenent Association. You don't have --
you don't have the Harl em Renai ssance w t hout
Garvey, right, because there's much of Garvey's
wor k that becomes the precursor to what we
understand in ternms of the Harl em Renai ssance.

You know, Garvey is sonebody who
created the first Black church, right? The first
Bl ack denom nation was created by Garvey. One of
the first Black newspapers, Black Star News, was
created by Garvey.

Garvey is the predecessor of

Bl ack Nationalism the idea of self-help and the
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i dea that African-Anmericans can work socially
with the larger society but, you know, in

terms -- sorry, they should work economcally
with the larger society but socially they should
build their own, in order to be kind of on an
equal footing. You see that idea played out in
ot her organi zations, but you see it also
acadenmically within the context of Black Power,
if you read that book by Charles V. Ham |ton and
Stokely Carm chael. Right? This notion that we
have to get our act together before we can work

with other people. Right?

But it is -- it is -- 1 should have
worn one today; | didn't, | wasn't thinking. You
know, we have Bow Ti e Tuesdays around here. |[|'ve

been kind of falling off. But the notion of
wearing a bowtie has to do -- is connected with
this notion of Black Nationalism | know a | ot
of people didn't realize that. And it's part of
t he reason why | wear bow ties.

Garvey's nmentor was Booker T.
Washi ngton, who was an educat or who fanously
literally built the school the Tuskegee
Institute, which is now Tuskegee University,

right, in Alabama. And at the tinme the fashion
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was bow ties, and Booker T. Washi ngton wore bow
ties. And Garvey, kind of knowing of himin
Jamai ca, where he was from cane here literally
to meet him He left Jamaica in 1913 --
obviously there were no flights, there was no
Cari bbean Air at the time, and so it took hima
while to get here. And actually, unfortunately,
Booker T. Washi ngton passed before he got here,
so he never got a chance to neet him But he had
al ways started wearing bow ties because of him
Ri ght ?

Garvey builds his enpire here, which
|ater on is taken down by J. Edgar Hoover and the
FBI. But we'll talk about that on another day.

But one of the people in Garvey's
arnmy was sonmebody who we |ater on get to know as
t he Honorable Elijah Muhammad. And so it is the
Nation of Islamthat actually grows out of
Garvey's novenent. One of the people who cones
out of the Nation of Islam of course, is Malcolm
X.  And so when you see the brothers, you know,
in the Nation and they're wearing bow ties, that
is a direct connection, literally, to Booker T.
Washi ngton. But nore inportantly than the

fashion is this notion of nationalism and
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Pan- Africanism Right? This idea that African
people in the Diaspora, no matter what country
you are, are connected. R ght? And that we have
a responsibility to each other to help build our
own comrunities in whatever way that we define
those things. Right?

And so that's been an inportant part
of the building of this nation and the build --
and so when we see novies |ike Rosewood and when
you hear about Black Wall Street, those dynam cs
get built out of people |ike Booker T.

Washi ngton, Garvey, the Honorable Elijah
Muhanmad, and Mal col m X

And so as | close, | want us to al so
understand that we are nmaking history as we are
living history. That history is nothing but the
record of human events. And so, in this nonent,
we stand here as part of history. And certainly
we've seen a |lot of history over our tine here in
New York State, particularly in New York State
politics, where many of us had an opportunity to
serve under the first Black governor in the State
of New York, David Paterson. | had a chance to
wor k a nunber of years for the first

African-Aneri can el ected statew de, which was
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H Carl MCall when he was the state conptroller.

You know, we now have an
African- Aneri can wonman as attorney general,
Letitia James. W have an African-American
| i eutenant governor. W're actually now on our
fourth African-American |ieutenant governor,
believe it or not. Right? FromBasil Paterson
to David Paterson to Brian Benjam n, who was a
part of this body, and now Antoni o Del gado.
Ri ght ?

| renmenber, coming into this body
20 years ago, we used to tal k about, you know,
three nmen in a room Now "three nmen in a roont
are two wonen and a bl ack guy. Right? And that
di dn't happen by accident. It happened because
of the work of the people of our great state.

And we have an African-Anerican
Speaker in the Assenbly in the personage of Carl
Heastie. And certainly our |eader, Andrea
Stewart - Cousins, both first wonman and first --
first woman and first African-American wonan to
| ead a | egislative body here in our great state.

We have now our second Bl ack mayor.

Right? And you would think in the history -- and

we tal k about how liberal New York City is.
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We've only had two Bl ack mayors. And again,

we -- we recogni ze and honor our mayor, Eric
Adans, who was a nenber of this -- is a forner
menber of this body. But, you know, as you're a
menber of the Senate, you' re always a nenber of
t he Senat e.

We have, you know, only our first
Bl ack public advocate in Jumaane WIllians. The
first Black woman to be speaker in Adrienne
Adans. Lot of Adanmses. It's a good nane to
have, apparently. Right?

And so the -- the history that we
tal k about is huge here. And we currently now
have nore African-American wonen serving in the
State Legislature than any tine in our history.
And in fact, so many that we actually are one of
t he hi ghest nunbers of Bl ack wonmen serving in any
| egislature in our country at any tinme in the
hi story of our country. W are living history
right this noment.

And so we shoul d understand how t hat
has contributed to the way that we are novi ng as
a country. And it is really those dynam cs that
you see here on the state | evel and the |ocal

| evel that have now contributed to us having a,
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you know, African-American woman as the vice
president. And, for the first tinme, having an
African- Ameri can wonman as a Suprene Court

justi ce.

And then al so where many of us are
exci ted about having Hakeem Jeffries, the first
African-Anmerican to lead a |l egislative body on
the federal level. W0, by the way, was a
classmate of mne in high school. R ght? Geat
t hings are com ng out of Brooklyn, just wait.
I"'ma little stunted, don't -- you know, other
peopl e are com ng al ong there (I aughing).

And so all of this has becone part
of our -- of our great history. And so
understand that the, you know, Negro firsts of
the past are part of that history. The great
nmovenent s that devel oped this country are part of
that history. That the people who are serving
now, who are doing things even in this nonment for
the very first tine, are part of that history.
And certainly each one of the narratives that
make up the stories of each one of our famlies
is a part of that African-Anerican history.

And all those things are the
bui | di ng bl ocks that make up -- part of the
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bui | di ng bl ocks that make up our American
hi story.

And so | want to thank you
M. President, for this nonent. | want us to
remenber that all of us are the people who were
here before -- you know, were here the day before
yesterday. And we're going to continue to be
here the day after tonmorrow. So as we celebrate
this nonth, all of us nust rededi cate ourselves
not just to learning this history, but bringing
good into the world and letting no good be | ost.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Parker.

Senat or Myrie on the resol ution.

SENATOR MYRI E: Thank you,
M. President.

And t hank you, Professor Parker, for
wal ki ng us through sonme of the history.

| love being Black. | |ove being
Black. There is nothing else I'd want to be. |
amgrateful to God that | was made Bl ack.

So we are cel ebrating our history
this nonth, and there's a |lot to be cel ebrated,

as we just heard and as we will hear from sone of
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nmy col |l eagues. But the unfortunate reality is
that history, as we know, repeats itself. And
the history of Black people in this country
continues to repeat itself up until this day.

And I'd be remiss if | did not bring
up Tyre Nichols, brutally nmurdered at the hands
of law enforcement. And for those of us who are
Black, it is a conplicated thing to watch,
because it is both hurtful and devastating and
not at all surprising. Because we see it over
and over and over and over and over and over and
over.

Even in nmy own personal history, in
t he wake of the murder of George Floyd, | went to
join ny constituents to protest and | was
pepper-sprayed, assaulted, arrested, even with a
bri ght neon shirt that had "Senator Myrie" on the
back. So ny title did not protect ne from our
hi story.

The incident was investigated. The
CCRB just canme up with a ruling, and the officer
was exonerated. Even with video evidence, even
wi th what the world saw happened.

So | sit -- or rather, | stand here

with very conflicted feelings. Because we have
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much to cel ebrate but we have nmuch, nuch, nuch
nore work to do. And when | say "we,"” |'m not
tal ki ng about Bl ack people. Because we live, we
exist, we do the work. |'mtalking about the
systens in our country that continues to harm
continues to deprive, continues to suppress the
beauty and magi ¢ of being Bl ack.

So I"'mgoing to keep | oving being
Black. 1'mgoing to keep enjoying the conpany of
nmy Bl ack brothers, ny Black sisters, ny Black
people. And I'mgoing to continue to fight until
t he day where we are surprised and we are shocked
that our people are being killed in the streets.
Wen we are shocked when we're not being
successful .

So | proudly, proudly vote in
support of this resolution to uplift our history
and to |l ook to our future.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Mrie.

Senat or Lanza on the resol ution.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

M. President.

You know, Senator Parker and |, we
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go back a long ways. And | always enjoy
listening to himspeak, even on a getaway day.
One of these days I'mgoing to enroll in

Dr. Parker's cl ass.

He rem nds us of so nmuch that is so
i nportant whenever he speaks about Bl ack History
Month. He reminds us that we can all learn from
each other, that we all the power to teach but,
nore inmportantly, we have the power and the
capacity to learn and to advance and i nprove.

And | thank himfor that.

And one of the things I'm al ways
struck by when he tal ks about Bl ack History Month
is when he rem nds us that present-day science
bel i eves and/ or has proven that we all descend
fromthe same woman who resided in Africa. Wich
nmeans we all have, every one of us, the sane
great - great - great-great-great - great - grandnot her.

And that restores ny hope whenever |
am rem nded of that fact, but it also saddens ne
because we live in a world -- nore than ever,
perhaps -- when there are so nany who want us to
forget that fact. There are so nany and too
many politicians, college professors, nedia

pundits, and people in general, who woul d rather
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we forget that we are all truly, as proven
scientifically, brothers and sisters. They would
rat her divide and conquer and oppress. They
woul d rat her use hate than love. And that is
truly, | believe, what is keeping "we" from
real ly achi eving what we can achi eve.

And so Dr. Parker, Teacher Parker
Senat or Parker, thank you for rem nding us that
we all have and hail fromone nom and that we
are all brothers and sisters. And if we renmenber

that not just one day a year, but every day, |

think we would all -- black and white, Asian,
Latino, every child under the sun -- be better
for it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President.

Thank you, Teacher Parker. You
know, KRS-One, fanous hip-hop artist, is also
known as The Teacher. W'Il| get back to KRS-One.

Rest in peace to Tyre Nichols. W
lay himto rest on the first day of Black History

Mont h, which is, as Senator Myrie nmentioned, that
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cruel irony of being Black. And sonetinmes it's
hard. But as they said, there's nothing better
t han bei ng Bl ack.

| was Black before |I got el ected,
"1l be Black after | got elected. M blackness
is beautiful. The blackness of our people is
beautiful, no matter what hue you are,

M. President. M blackness, our blackness, is
st rengt h.

James Baldwin, in 1961, was asked by
a radi o host about being Black in America, and he
said: "To be a Negro in this country and to be
relatively conscious is to be in a state of rage
alnost all of the tinme -- and in one's work. And
part of the rage is this: It isn't only what is
happening to you, but it's what's happening al
around you, and all of the time in the face of
t he nost extraordinary and crimnal indifference,
i ndi fference of nbost white people in this
country, and their ignorance.

"Now, since this is so, it is a
great tenptation to sinplify the issues under the
illusion that if we sinplify them enough, people
will recognize them | think this illusionis

very dangerous because, in fact, it isn't the way
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it works. A conplex thing can't be nade sinple.
You sinply have to try to deal with it in all of
its conplexity and hope to get that conplexity
across. "

Janes Baldwin said that in 1961, but
he could have said it yesterday. And | know many
of us have heard the begi nning of that quote, but
| don't know if we've heard that full quote in
its context. W've heard about the rage, but
where does the rage cone from M. President?
Where does the frustration cone fron? It cones
fromseeing televised nurders. It comes from
wondering: Damm, am | next?

| don't think people understand that
when many of us see those things, it takes you to
a point where, you know, this -- this really
coul d happen to ne. This traffic stop, it really
coul d happen to ne. This interaction, this
really could happen to ne.

Well, why do you run? Well, we run
because we don't have faith that if we are in the
grasp, that we're going to be treated fairly.

Wiy do we run?
Now, running is a literal and a

nmet aphoric thing in this context, M. President.
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We're running towards glory. You know, | spoke
about sanpling in hip-hop during MLK Day. And if
you' ve heard this song by G andmaster Flash and
the Furious Five, it's called "The Message."
Melle Mel is the nodern-day Bal dwin in that when
he says: "Don't push ne 'cause |I'mclose to the
edge/l"'mtrying not to lose ny head/It's |like a
jungl e sonetines/It nakes nme wonder how | keep
fromgoing under/It's like a jungle sonetinmes/It
makes me wonder how | keep from goi ng under.™

You know, it's the first day of
Bl ack H story Month, and | live through the |ens
of ny daughters and | pronised nmy oldest -- this
was her idea. Her Black Hi story Month topic was
the history of hip-hop. So we came up with a
trivia game, we canme up with a trivia game, and
we tal ked about a couple of things, nost notably
where the birthplace of hip-hop was, Senator
Conri e.

(Catcalls; laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: The BX. Also the
| ocation of the first hip-hop nmuseum schedul ed
to open up in 2024.

And | got a chance to be at the

H p- Hop Museum where we wer e announci ng sone
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funding this past Sunday, and | got to be around
sonme | egends. The Teacher, KRS-One.

So now back to my ol dest, her rap
name is GB Gold. And ny youngest, Carina --
G ada's (B Gold, and Carina, her rap nanme is
Control C. They -- you know, we were -- we
were -- you know, they're part of the culture.

And when | net KRS-One, KRS-One said
somet hing, he said, "Rap is sonething you do, but
hi p-hop is sonmething you live." And hip-hop has
not only hel ped to raise ne, but hip-hop has been
that -- like our flare, our alarmsystem our
rapid response teamto societal unrest or
i njustice. Sam Cooke wwote "A Change is Gonna
Cone" because he was deni ed acconmpdations at a
hotel. Papoose, the rapper, took the Sam Cooke
beat from"A Change is Gonna Cone" in response to
Sean Bell being shot at 50 tines in Queens.
Rapi d response t eam

"Fight the Power," by Public Eneny.
One of the greatest works of art in hip-hop
history. It defined the novie Do the Ri ght
Thing. Now, in Do the Right Thing, renmenber, a
coupl e of things happened. Radi o Raheem was

brutally nurdered, but before he was nurdered, he
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was silenced. The nusic that he carried around,
hi s boom box, he was silenced. So it was "Fight
t he Power."

You know, "Self Destruction," by
Boogi e Down Productions, one of the first rap
vi deos | renenber watching on Video Misic Box,
spoke about the societal ills and the response
that we needed to be better as a society to each
ot her.

The af orementi oned KRS- One and
Boogi e Down Productions had a song called "You
Must Learn," where he breaks down so nany Bl ack
| eaders that we haven't heard of, and he says:
"' Cause Bl ack and Wite kids both take
shorts/Wien one doesn't know about the other
ones' culture/ Ilgnorance swoops down |like a
vul ture/' Cause you don't know that you ain't just
a janitor/No one told you about Benjam n
Banneker/A brilliant Black man that invented the
al manac/ Can't you see where KRS is coming at/Wth
Eli Wiitney, Haile Selassie/ Ganville Wods nade
t he wal ki e-tal kie/Lewis Latiner inproved on
Edi son/ Charles Drew did a lot for
nmedi ci ne/ Garrett Mdrgan nmade the traffic

lights/Harriet Tubman freed the slaves at
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ni ght/ Madam C. J. WAl ker nmade the strai ghtening
conb; /But you won't know this if you weren't
shown. "

You won't know unl ess you're shown.
That's why this nonth is inportant. And even if
it's one nonth, we can take the | essons that we
| earned fromthis nmonth and take them over tine.

And, you know, at one point, you
know, they said Black people couldn't play
guarterback, M. President. They said that we
were nmentally inferior, and they charted -- they
said, no, you played in high school, you played
in college -- no, but you're going to play
receiver. They -- they -- they blackballed Colin
Kaepernick. | got my Colin Kaepernick Uptowns on
right now, M. President.

But for the first tine in the
hi story of the NFL, we have two Bl ack
guarterbacks facing off in the Super Bowl . From
being told that you can't understand the
pl aybook. They used to say that, M. President.
They said that Black nen couldn't understand the
pl aybook because it was too conplex. That they
didn't understand the routes or they didn't

under st and t he nechanics of the offense. At the
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greatest stage in the world, the highest |evel of
conpetition, we have two Black nen in the
Super Bow .

And I -- and | -- and | think that
it's kind of awesone that we had a -- we had a
mni-huddle a little while ago. And when you
t hi nk about how Bl ack men and Bl ack wonmen have
been di senfranchised so nuch -- the conmttees
that we are in charge of, the conmttees that we
get to lead in this great body, things that have
been historically disenfranchi sed, we now have
the power to be a part of the change. W are our
ancestors' wldest dreanms, M. President.

You know, in 2004 then-Senator,
future President Barack Cbama had a | egendary DNC
speech, but he came out to the song by Curtis
Mayfield and the I npressions, "Keep on Pushing."
"Keep on pushing/l've got to keep on pushing/|
can't stop now Move up a little higher/ Sonme way,
sonmehow ' Cause |'ve got ny strength/And it don't
nmake sense/ Not to keep on pushing."”

We've got to keep on pushing -- for
t he ancestors, for the current day, but nost
inmportantly for the future. Not just for ny

daughters, but the generations that we can't even
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foresee. Cenerations that didn't foresee an ASC,
a Speaker Heastie, a Hakeem Jeffries, a Tish
Janes, an Eric Adans, an Adrienne Adans, a
Crystal Peopl es-Stokes. Like this is -- these
are thanks we couldn't inmagine, we couldn't
i mgi ne that even 10 years ago. Even 10 years
ago, one decade ago, you couldn't imagine it. W
didn't see all of these Black fol ks in positions
of power, Darcel O arks and Vanessa G bsons
and -- man, like this is -- it's something to be
here. | don't take this for granted. | do not
take this opportunity for granted.

As | close, Public Eneny said it,
"It takes a nation of mllions to hold us back."
That was their second album And | dare to say,
M. President, we can't be held back anynore.

Happy Bl ack Hi story Mnth

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Bail ey.

Senator Conrie on the resolution.

SENATOR COWVRI E: Thank you,
M. President. It's hard to foll ow such el oquent
speakers, but I'mgoing to try.

Good afternoon -- good norning,

coll eagues. |I'mproud to be here today to talk
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about Bl ack history, and | want to thank our

| eader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, and our

prof essor, Professor Parker, for inspiring all of
us to note the issues and maj esty of Bl ack

hi story and Bl ack cul ture.

You know, as | want to chronicle and
gi ve voi ce and resonance and significance to the
i mrense pioneering and worthy contributions of
African- Areri cans over the past four centuries,
it is not only necessary fromthe standpoint of
under st andi ng the past but even nore critical for
inspiring the future.

Bl ack history, as we all know, is
not confined to the history books. As was said
by ny earlier speakers, Black history is
happeni ng every day and every nonent. W all
have an opportunity to inmpact all of the people
around us by how we act towards each other, by
how we treat our children, and how we educate our
children by our deeds, by our actions and by our
responsi bilities.

Bl ack hi story enconpasses the
virtues and values we bring to spaces like this.
Bl ack history infornms and ani mates our advocacy

and our activismtoday.
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There are nmany, many
i nportant avenues that advocacy and activism can
take. | want to talk about a couple, but first I
want to just let us all continue to hold the
famlies of Tyre Nichols, the famlies of the
people in Buffalo that were shot down this year
by a young nman that was never taught civics in
our schools -- and | understand that we have a
responsibility to change that dynamc. W should
never allow for civics not to be taught in our
school s, starting in this curriculumyear. W
shoul d never have a student in New York State not
understand the history and nmajesty of a state
t hat was devel oped to enconpass imrigrants, to
allow the immgrants to come to New York and to
understand that the immgrant life in New York is
sonet hi ng that everybody, whether you were
Italian in the '50s, whether you were Irish in
the '30s -- whatever your tineline is, we are al
immgrants to this country. W were all
immgrants to New York State. Only peopl e that
were born in the last two generations can say
t hey were New York State-born.

We shoul d not have a school system

that is not making sure that there is
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mul ticul turalismtaught in our schools, where we
have young peopl e that are taught by their
phones, and understanding that they think they
need to go shoot sonebody because they don't have
an appreciation of what the majesty of New York
State is. W have to now focus on meking sure
that multiculturalismand that the entire budget
reflects what this state needs to make sure that
all people in this state get an opportunity to
benefit fromthis New York State budget.

And I'mgoing to take from Bl ack
hi story to budget, because the Governor in a
couple of mnutes is tal king about her budget.
She's going to tal k about her budget, and | want
to make sure that this year, nore than ever, we
create an opportunity to ensure that there is
mul ticulturalismreflected through the entire
budget, that mnorities can get higher than the
3 percent share that they're getting out of
procurenent out of state agencies, that they can
do better than contracting in the 5 percent that
they're getting across the board in contracts.

W as legislators need to do better
for our entire state. W need to nake sure that

upstate gets the opportunities that they need to
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i nprove their roads, to devel op busi nesses, to
continue to nake sure our manufacturing in
upstate gets done, that our farm ng gets done,
and that we can allow multiculturalismthrough
upstate. W need to make sure that this state in
this budget reflects the needs and concerns of
everyone here, everyone that lives in this state,
even the asylum seekers that have cone here to
try to find a better life. W need to use this
nmonment in Black history to renenber that we are
all one people, as Senator Lanza said, ny good
friend and col |l eague that |'ve been working with
for a couple of years now, since we were in the
City Council together. You know, we understand
that at the end of the day, we're here to try to
do better for our districts. W're here to try
to create opportunities for everyone to be
uplifted so that we can be proud of our children,
we can be proud of our schools, and we can be
proud of the opportunities to bring new business,
new i deas, new technol ogy -- but we can al so nake
sure that we have inclusion -- inclusivism Let
me sl ow down.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR COWVRI E: " mgetting
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excited about our opportunities. [|'magetting
excited about what we can do in this budget to
create opportunities for every New Yorker in
New York State to be nore inclusive than ever
bef ore, because we have nore people that are
woke.

And ny new cl ass of nenbers that are
here, and the nenbers that are already here,
understand at the end of the day we all want the
same thing: A nore inclusive New York with
opportunities so that we can never be enbarrassed
nationally with an incident in Buffalo again,
that we can have sonething to do for our young
peopl e by creating after-school prograns in every
junior high school and high school in this state,
so that our kids don't get out of school at
1 o'clock and they're trained by their
cel |l phones. That they're getting educated by
peopl e that want to enbrace them -- because we
don't have school s open, we don't have positive
things for themto do.

We've got to give our children
positive things to do so they're not educated by
Ti kTok. W' ve got to change that opportunity.
And in this New York State budget that | hope the
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Governor brings up will be inclusive, will be
opportunity, will celebrate not just Bl ack

hi story but the history of this state to make our
state better.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Conrtie.

Senat or May on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,

M. President. A lot of tough acts to follow
here, but | want to go back to what Senator Myrie
sai d about how history keeps repeating itself and
talk a little bit about how controversies over

t he teaching of African-American history keep
repeati ng thensel ves.

Back when the Civil Rights Act
passed in 1964, a |ot of state's boards of
education started | ooki ng for new textbooks that
were nore inclusive, that would be able to teach
their students about American history ina -- in
a nore forthright and truthful and -- and
conpl ete way.

And ny grandfather was a professor
of American history at the tine, and ny

grandnot her was a school t eacher and soci al
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wor ker, and they col |l aborated on a new textbook
of American history that really made an effort to
cover slavery and reconstruction and Jim Crow and
the civil rights novenent and a | ot of other
aspects of Anerican history that had been |eft
out of textbooks before.

Thi s textbook was adopted in the
California schools in 1967 when | was 10 years
old. And ny grandparents, whom | adored, started
receiving death threats. Wite nothers started
pulling their kids out of history class in
ei ghth grade so they woul dn't have to | earn about
Harriet Tubman and Frederick Dougl ass and
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

My grandparents died about 30 years
ago, and I mss themall the tinme. But part of
nme is really glad they' re not here to see this
controversy rearing its ugly head again, to see
someone who's probably going to be a candi date
for president in the next election outlaw ng AP
African-Anerican history in his state, to see the
kinds of vitriol that we are seeing all across
the country at school board neetings, in efforts
to take books out of libraries, in -- on cable

news and tal k radi o about how sonmehow danger ous
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it is to teach our children about
African- Areri can history.

| wish every child could hear the
speeches we've heard today and hear the beauty,
the richness, the passion, the power of
African- Anrerican history in this country. And |
hope that this nonth, this African-Anmerican
Hi story Month, will bring sone of that to kids
all across our country.

| proudly support this resolution.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator My.

Senat or Sanders on the resol ution.

SENATOR SANDERS: Thank you,
M. President.

You've heard it all. You've
heard -- we've gone everywhere from di scussi on of
t he budget to hip-hop to the many facts that the
prof essor has given us. W've gone to hear from

t he other professor, Professor Lanza. He teaches

at the University of Staten Island, | believe.
He spoke of the universal nature of -- of Black
hi story.

And it is a universal nature, but
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it's nmore than that. It has to be renenbered that
Bl ack history is Anerican history. And Anmerican
history is Black history. You cannot separate
the two. Just trying to, as we're seeing down in
Florida, is a perversion of Anerican history.
It's a -- it's an insult to American history akin
to a book burning that he's trying to do. And

| " m speaki ng about Governor DeSanti s.

It's a perversion of American
hi story that every Anerican should be -- should
stand up and say, You know what, we're going to
tell the truth whether it's lovely or ugly or
what ever, but it all hel ped get us here.

This nation is a nation that's not
finished. W're on a journey sonewhere. And
what we do around this table, these tables right
here, is part of the history of this great
nation. W're going to soneplace better. It may
be painful, it may be something, but we're going
to sonepl ace better.

Let nme show you just some exanpl es,
one or two exanples of -- of the choices that al
Americans will have to nmake over the question of
our own history, the question of history.

In 1921, which was not a good year

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

687

for many people, especially for Black peopl e,
down in Houston, Texas, there was a Klan rally
taking place, and it had nore than 20,000 people
init. And the speaker was |late, so the MC was
joking around trying to kill sone tine, and he
said, |Is there anyone in here who wants to speak
agai nst the Klan? The whole place started
| aughi ng, and | aughter, and until one white guy
strode through the aisles, went up on the stage,
and for the next 20 m nutes blasted the Klan and
said that what they had was nothing to do with
Anerica, et cetera.

Al'l of these things, ny friends, are
part of Anmerican history. A part of Anerican
hi story that we need to teach, we need to
celebrate. Al was not -- in the history of the
Kl an, many whites took a very positive position,
and that needs to be cel ebrated too.

Bl ack history is Anerican history.
Aneri can history cannot be divorced from Bl ack
hi story, no matter how many tinmes the book
burners want to do it.

We have choices. M |ast exanple,
my friends. W all have seen this picture of

Rosa Parks, she's on a bus, there's -- folk are
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about to arrest her. There were two white folk
who were finally on that bus. Two choices, now
One of themwas a bus driver, James Bl ake. And
his position was the rules are the rules, and
he's happy about enforcing the rules, everybody
knows orders are orders and they nust be

foll owed, and he was happy to push through
segregati on.

But there was another patriot -- if
you | ook at that picture carefully, there's
anot her white guy sitting in back of Rosa Parks.
Silent, he doesn't get much credit. He's sitting
there to make sure that she -- that she survives
the incident. He didn't plan on it. He was not
part of that. He was just a good Anmerican -- who
happened to be white, in this case -- who said,
You know what, |I'mnot going to sit and | et
injustice take place. I|I'msinply not going to do
it.

And he stayed. And maybe that's why
we hear of Rosa Parks today. She could have been
killed. He stayed to nake sure. He gets no
credit.

Anerica will always have this

choice. You will always have a choice of you can
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be silent and | et things happen, or you can say:
You know what? Not on nmy watch. Not on ny
watch. Maybe | couldn't stop stuff a hundred
years ago, 200 years ago, but 1'll be danged if |
let injustice take place today.

And so therefore these days, this
type of history is good, because it gives us al
a chance to learn a little bit nore about the
"Cther," whoever that is. | haven't found the
"Qther" yet. And -- but it allows us to find a
little bit nore so we can take upon ourselves the
i dea that out of many comes one. That is what we
say about Anmerica, is it not? Qut of nmany cones
one. That all of us have the ability to get up
there and finally say we are going to a greater
America. Kicking and scream ng, maybe; happy at
other points. But we're going to get there.

And | conclude right before we hear
frommy esteened col | eague Senat or Kennedy,
who -- well, who can never say it the best way,
so he continues. Langston Hughes once said --
said it this way. Now, that certainly -- ny
friends, that certainly cane out wong.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR SANDERS: It was ained to
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be a conplinent.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SANDERS: Maybe | shoul d
have just said what Langston Hughes sai d, because
he didn't mess up and | did.

Langst on Hughes was speaki ng about
America, and he said Anerica -- | just want
Anerica to be Anerica for everybody.

Thank you very nmuch, M. President.
Forgive me, Brother Kennedy, if it's possible.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Sanders. W' Il|l see how Senat or
Kennedy does.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Kennedy on the resol ution.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you very
much, M. President.

Vell, first of all | have to start
by thanking ny col | eague Senator Sanders for that
wonder f ul conpl i ment.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KENNEDY: But in all
honesty, |I'm so honored to stand here anong al

of ny coll eagues, both sides of the aisle, to
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honor and cel ebrate Black history with this
resol ution.

| want to thank our great, historic
| eader, Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins,
for bringing this to the floor; for all of ny
col | eagues that have spoken thus far.
Senat or Parker, you're always fun to listen to.
It's always educational. | always learn a little
sonmet hing nore. Senator Myrie, thank you for

t hose profound words. Senator Conrie.

Senator Bailey. You know, I can't rap like
Senator Bailey -- unless, of course, the caneras
are off.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KENNEDY: | can't dance
I i ke Senator Parker -- unless, of course, ny
friend Ms. Barbara G over teaches me back honme in
Buffalo for the "Dancing with the Stars."

Thank you again. | did know what
you neant, Senator Sanders. | don't know if
that's a good thing or a bad thing.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR SANDERS: It's a good
t hi ng.

SENATOR KENNEDY: But you know --
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and Senator Lanza, thank you for those words.

You know, we stand here and we're
tal ki ng about Bl ack Hi story Mnth, celebrating
Bl ack history and tal ki ng about it being Anerican
hi story, which it is. Talking about it being
gl obal history, which it is. | think it's
personal for all of us.

It's personal for nme as an Irishnman.
Today we not only cel ebrate the begi nning of
Bl ack Hi story Month, but today is St. Brigid s
Day in Ireland. And actually, this year will be
the first year in the history of Ireland that
they will officially celebrate St. Brigid s Day.
St. Brigid, a mllenniumand a half ago, just
after St. Patrick, was a patron saint of Ireland
as well, and today we cel ebrate that day.

| think it's fitting because as we
t hi nk about Bl ack history, | think about Bl ack
history as it relates to Irish history and nmy own
personal history: The Irish that cane across the
ocean in an oppressed state only to be yet
oppressed here again, and have rai sed oursel ves
up, much like the African-Anerican people in this
great country have rai sed thensel ves up.

But the indelible connection between
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Irish history and Bl ack history cannot be
underestinmated. For exanple, in 1845, at

27 years old, Frederick Douglass crossed the
Atlantic to seek respite in lreland. And in

I rel and he befriended Daniel O Connell, the great
Irish emanci pator. And Frederick Dougl ass went
t hrough the great country of Ireland -- in Cork,
in Belfast, in Dublin, in Waterford, in other
areas of the country, talking about scourge of
slavery in this country. Raising attention

rai sing funds, and raising support agai nst
slavery in this country, and befriending the
great Dani el O Connell

Frederick Douglass is stil
celebrated today in Ireland -- sadly, in ny
estimation, nore so than he's celebrated here in
our own country, and even here in our own state.
Which is why | have a bill to cel ebrate Frederick
Dougl ass, creating Frederick Dougl ass Heritage
Trail in this state.

You know, when Frederick Dougl ass
escaped sl avery in Maryl and, where did he go? He
came to Chanber Street in the great City of
New York, in the great State of New York. He

eventual ly made his way west, to Rochester and to

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

694

Buffalo. And quite frankly, as far as |I'm
concerned, is one of the greatest American heroes
ever to live.

And we need to cel ebrate Frederick
Dougl ass nore so than when we do. And | think
that it is incunbent upon all of us to continue
totell his story.

You know, Dougl as, whose life
started in slavery, who found freedom and then
rose to be a confidant of one of the greatest
presidents, if not the greatest president to ever
live, Abraham Lincoln -- lived up into his
ni neti es.

H s book from 1845 that he wote,
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An
Anmerican Slave, the words that he wote over
175 years ago still ring true today. |If you
haven't read it, do yourself a favor, give it a
read. You will |earn about society today, sadly.

And being fromBuffal o and the great
novenent that started, the civil rights novenent
that started out of our great city of Buffalo,
that we celebrate in this great State of
New York -- you know, the NAACP, the precursor to

that, the Ni agara novenent, over a century ago,
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started in Buffalo. Reverend Nash, the
Nash House, a historic structure that still
exi sts today.

We're helping to build out, pull up
and tell the story of the history of Buffalo, of
New York, of America, that started right
underneath our feet: The Mchigan Street African
American Heritage Corridor, the Mchigan Street
Baptist Church. |'mproud to say the state has
j ust announced funding to support the M chi gan
Street Baptist Church, to sustain that structure
for generations, hopefully centuries to cone.

The Bl ack-owned radi o station, WJFQ
Sheila Brown, in downtown Buffalo. The Freedom
Wall. | could go on and on and on about the
history in Buffalo, the history we cel ebrate and
the tradition that we want to continue to tell.

But | also want to put that up
agai nst where we are as a society. Senator
Conrie, in his beautiful words, nentioned the
lives that were stolen fromus on May 14th, where
10 beautiful people, because of the color of
their skin, living in our community were
massacred because of a hate-filled, racist

terrorist. Wo rem nded us of the underbelly of
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this country, rem nded us of where we canme from
in this country, of how the African-American
people cane to this country over 400 years ago,
on those sl ave ships, and the work we still have
to do.

So when Senator My tal ks about
education, | agree. \Wen ny staff nmenber, head
of diversity and inclusion, Zeneta Everhart --
whose son was shot on May 14th through the neck
and by the grace of God survived, the only
Bl ack survivor that day -- has started a book
drive on diversity and inclusion for our young
people. Over 15,000 books were donated by
generous people fromacross the gl obe to that
book drive, and it continues to tell the story of
each other, of humanity, of society, of what
makes us good as a peopl e.

About five years ago | had the
wonder ful opportunity to go to Belfast, in the
north of Ireland, and listen to forner
President Bill Cinton speak when he was
receiving an award at Queens University. And
when he stood up to speak, the choir began
singing "Danny Boy." And President Cinton began

singing with them and he had tears com ng down
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his face.

Now, we all know the wonderf ul
orator President Clinton is. W've all seen him
on his feet. He's second to none, as far as |I'm
concerned. A just extraordinary speaker. And he
got up -- and |I've got to believe it was ad lib,
|"msure it was -- he starts tal king about
Danny Boy and the humanity of it all and where we
all come from And he starts telling a story
about when he was in the Oval Ofice one day, he
got a report that said that the $2 billion they
had i nvested in the study of the human genone
resulted in the findings that all of us share the
same DNA. CGoing back to what Senator Parker
nmenti oned, Alice, Geat-Gandma Alice.

And he said, "Wien | saw Hillary, |
said, "Hillary, we studied the human genone, and

we're all connected. W all go back to

sub- Saharan Africa.' And she said, '"Bill, we
didn't need to spend $2 billion of taxpayer noney
for me to tell you you' re a Neanderthal.' And he

said, 'Yeah, but you know what's great? So are
youl T
The point is, we're all connected.

W're all part of that same humanity. It is
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imperative that we all lift each other. It's

i nperative that we all tell each other stories.
It's inperative that we rem nd each other, as we
start Black Hi story Month, that yes, we are
living this shared history. W are all a part of
Bl ack history in this country, in this state, in
our respective communities, especially here in
New York State, the birth of the civil rights
nmovenent in many ways, and in the gl obal
comunity.

And once again | want to thank ny
col | eagues for all of their words, their passion,
their vision, and their leadership. | want to
thank you all for your indulgence. And I'mtruly
honored and privileged to stand here to support
this resolution honoring Bl ack history.

Wth that, M. President, | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Kennedy.

Senat or Ranps on the resol ution.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you so much
M. President. | too rise to celebrate Bl ack
hi story.

| love being Latino. One of the
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maj or reasons | |love being a Latina is because we
come in every single shade. But unfortunately,
sonme of our fam lies don't necessarily appreciate
and val ue that heritage.

And so while | rise to celebrate
Bl ack history, | also rise today to denounce
colorism particularly in the Latino community.
And | want to challenge ny peers, ny neighbors,
my omn fam |y nenbers at tines, who |'ve heard
t hroughout ny lifetinme say things like {in
Spani sh}: "Don't marry a Black person.” {In
Spani sh}: "W have to inprove our race." These
are all very specific racist things to say.

And it is the racismin our own
famlies that we have to root out first, in order
to make sure that we are putting forth a nuch
nore inclusive society. And | know that that can
be a very taboo and hard conversation to have,
but it is one that is necessary in every single
famly. Because the truth is that Latino
heritage owes a great lot to Black Latinos who
cane to the shores of South Anerica, Centra
Anerica, the Caribbean, against their will too.

W woul dn't have pl atanos, we

woul dn't have yuca, we woul dn't have tanari ndo,
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things that so many of us enjoy, if it wasn't not
only for their agricultural knowhow, but the
seeds that they brought with them from Afri ca.

But perhaps ny personal favorite
contribution of Black people to Latino culture,
particularly New York City Latino culture, isn't
hi p-hop. It's salsa. Salsa wouldn't be possible
wi t hout the Congo, w thout so many instrunents
t hat converged with people from Cuba, from
Puerto Rico, from Col ombia on the streets of
New York City, to put forth a different sound for
all Latinos and all people to enjoy.

| amvery proud to represent the
nost diverse district in the country. | always
point that out. It includes two very strong and
historic Black communities.

One, of homeowners, called
East El mhurst, right outside of LaCGuardia
Airport, with a very involved comunity,
i ncluding the Ditmars Boul evard Associ ation, ny
nei ghbors who so valiantly fought agai nst an
AirTrain that was going to serve the airport
across the street fromwhere they live -- which,
by the way, took away their beaches; that was

beachfront property that was taken away fromthem
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during the era of redlining -- because they had
been -- their needs for transportation continue
to be ignored by the State of New York

We're tal king about a
t hree-f are-zone nei ghbor hood, the one where
Mal colm X lived. Yes, the novie is wong. The
house that got cherry-bonbed was not in Harlem
it was in East El mhurst, Queens, where
Mal col m X' s house was cherry-bonbed. It is a
very inportant part of the history that every
single child in ny district should |earn.

Louie Arnstrong lived in
North Corona. His house is there for everybody
to visit, to celebrate, to listen to amazing jazz
concerts over the summer.

| have the Langston Hughes Library
on Astoria Boulevard and 100th Street, which this
body -- I amso thankful to all of ny colleagues
who hel ped us secure funding in the budget to
make sure that we can continue to teach
Langst on Hughes's history and so nuch
African history to our nei ghbors.

Jimry Heath, Harry Bel afonte, all of
t hese amazi ng nusi ci ans and | eaders have lived in

my district. And we don't get to talk about it
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enough.

And | fear that perhaps if we
continue to hear allegations against the teaching
of Black history in Anerica, that children |like
m ne won't know and won't learn to respect their
fell ow human bei ngs.

You know, today in the New York
Times there's a story that tal ks about how Bl ack
famlies are leaving New York State. No, it's
not billionaires, it's not the rich. |It's people
who are fighting to be able to buy a hone in
New York State and can't do it. They're not
ear ni ng enough noney.

Di scrimnation continues to run
amuck all over our state, especially when it
comes to homeownership. W all renenber those
Newsday articles fromLong Island a few nont hs
and years ago. There's a lot of work for this
body to do to ensure that Bl ack people are
respected and afforded the opportunities that
whi t e peopl e have been afforded since the
begi nni ng, since they stole the land that we
stand on.

So | thank you, M. President, for

t he opportunity to speak today to honor ny
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Bl ack nei ghbors, ny Bl ack col | eagues, and al
Bl ack people. And | vote aye on this resol ution.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Ranops.

Senator Cleare on the resolution

SENATOR CLEARE: This is a great
day. Happy Black H story Month, everyone.

| thought that | could not keep ny
seat, representing one of the nost historic black
comunities in the world: Harlem It is the
nmecca of the African Di aspora.

| sit in the seat fornerly held by
the first Black woman ever elected to the State
Senat e, Constance Baker Motley. And it is with
great pride that | cone and serve here every day.

| am thankful to our great |eader,
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for bringing this
resolution, and to all ny coll eagues who have so
el oquently spoken today fromall the
uni versities.

We heard a | ot today about the
history we don't want to repeat. Facts, that's
important. The history that we have to teach

that's inportant. And |I'mnot trying to rap,
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Senat or .

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR CLEARE: But it's also the
hi story that we have to preserve. It's the

hi story that we have to protect, and sone of the
hi story that we have to undo.

Wen we're in this chanber we have
to think about the long-lasting effects of racism
that continue to this very day. W have to think
about the long-lasting effects of redlining, the
| ong-1l asting effects and continuation of mass
i ncarceration. The long-lasting and conti nuing
effects of health and heal thcare disparities.

We have a chance to make anot her
history in this chanber. W have a chance to
make another history in this budget. W have a
chance to nake another history, and not a history
t hat continues environnmental atrocities against
Bl ack communities -- the dunping of bus depots,
hazardous waste plants. W have a chance in this
body, with every single decision we make, with
every single piece of legislation that cones
forward, to nake it right. To stop, to end those
di sparities.

| appreciate Senator Ranps for
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bringing up Bl acks leaving the State of New York
They're leaving nmy district by the thousands, a
hi storical Black comunity | eaving by the
t housands, tens of thousands. Not because they
want to. Harlemis a beautiful place. | amso
proud to be fromthere. The history we' ve given
tothis city, the history we've given to the
world -- the Apollo Theatre. The Arturo
Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture.
The strides that have been nmade. Every | eader,
from Nel son Mandel a, Thurgood Marshall,
Mal col m X, they have all been in Harlem

But Bl acks are | eavi ng because they
can't afford to live there. They are being
pushed out by aggressive and rapid
gentrification. They are being pushed out
because they can't afford to own anything. Black
busi nesses are pushed out because they can't
afford the capital. They can't afford the rent.

So when we are doing this work, |et
us renenber Bl ack history and how we can change
it by protecting and creating affordabl e housing,
by protecting and preserving and | andmar ki ng sone
of the great institutions and buil di ngs that

exist in Harlem where so nmuch has taken pl ace,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

706

i ncludi ng the planning of the great March on
Washi ngt on.

Let us make sure that we are funding
our schools equitably and appropriately, and
maki ng sure that every child gets a good
education and a quality education in every part
of this state.

So with that, | just ask you to
protect the beauty of Black history, the beauty
of Harlem And | gladly vote aye on today's
resol ution. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator C eare.

Senat or Brisport on the resolution.

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Thank you,

M. President.

Thank you, Senator Parker, for
introducing this resolution; to ny coll eagues,
for your wonderful statenents.

You know, every time of year when we
celebrate Black History Month, | amren nded of
t he deep and i nseparabl e connection between
racismand capitalism And as a proud Bl ack
socialist state senator, | reflect on the fact

t hat Bl ack people were brought to this country as
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capital and that slavery was capitalismin
action. And that Bl ack people were commodifi ed,
bought and sold on markets, used as collateral at
bank to enrich a select group of people. Because
that's what capitalismdoes. It creates w nners
and a lot of |osers.

And I amremnm nded that the attacks
on Bl ack people to enrich a few peopl e under
capitalismcontinued after, under sharecropping,
JimCrow, redlining, for-profit prisons,
for-profit policing. These things, the ripple
effects, all under capitalism

"' mrem nded that any journey
towards ending racismin this country must cone
with the dismantling and abolition of a system
t hat di senfranchi ses so many to nake just a few
very, very wealthy. And | urge us all to
understand that as we know now, that it is wong
to coomodi fy bodies. W nust also work to
decomuodi fy heal t hcare, decommodi fy housi ng,
decomodi fy energy, prevent education from being
privati zed.

Onwar ds and upwar ds, together.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
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you, Senator Brisport.

The resol ution was previously
adopted on January 31st.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you
M. President.

Can we pl ease take up previously
adopt ed Resol ution 306, by Senator Wbb, read the
resolution title only, and recogni ze Senator Wbb
on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
306, by Senator Webb, nenorializing Governor
Kat hy Hochul to proclaimFebruary 1, 2023, as
Grls and Whnen in Sports Day in the State of
New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Webb on the resol ution.

SENATOR V\EBB: Thank you,

M. President.

Al so, Happy Bl ack Hi story Month.
want to thank all mny coll eagues nost certainly
for sharing their sentinents. And as | was

listening, I was also reflecting on ny own
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journey to this seat, nobst certainly in just
t hi nki ng about ny own history in also being the
first African-Anerican, the first woman to
represent nmy district in the Southern Tier here
in this body. And so | nost certainly appreciate
Senat or Parker's coment around that we are
living history but, nore inportantly, what are we
doing with what we know to nake things better for
t he future.

And so as | rise to speak on this
al so great resolution recognizing girls and wonen
in sports, | want to thank ny Senate col | eagues,
M. President, for supporting this resolution
menori al i zi ng Governor Kathy Hochul ' s
procl amation stating February 1st as Grls and
Wnen in Sports Day in the State of New York, in
conjunction with the observance of National Grls
and Worren in Sports Day.

| am proud to stand today to
cel ebrate the progress that we have nade and the
work that remains to be done to ensure equity for
girls and wonen in sports. This day was first
celebrated in 1987 to commenorate A ynpic
vol | eybal | player and African- Anerican Fl orence

Jean, or Flo, Hyman. She was one of the best
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athletes of her tinme who unfortunately died of a
rare congenital heart disorder at the age of 31.

She was an incredible volleyball
player. Not only did she serve the ball at
speeds of 100 mi|les an hour, but she was known to
have a spi ke shot at the net that was conpared to
a slam dunk by Julius Erving, also known as
Dr. J, for folks who may know himin that manner.
That was before my tine.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR V\EBB: But fol ks are very
fam |liar.

And so when she was not on the
vol I eyball court, and what | found to be equally
fasci nati ng about her story and her journey,
Hyman worked tirelessly to pronote equal
representation of wonen in sports, in addition to
fighting for civil rights, |obbying al ongside
civil right |eader Coretta Scott King for the
Cvil Rights Restoration Act, and testifying
bef ore Congress in favor of strengthening
Title I X legislation passed in 1972.

Twenty-five years ago, in ny
district in Tonpkins County, Ithaca H gh School

girls actually made history as the first girls’
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hockey teamin New York State. As they fought
for access to the ice rink, they used the
enpower i ng acronym GREAT, which stands for Grls
Real | y Expect A Team \Wich is another way of
saying that girls should not have to apol ogi ze
for wanting the same opportunities as their male
cl assmat es.

| was disappointed to |earn recently
that they canceled this year's hockey season due
to COVID-related dips in participation. However,
| hope we will see a return of this historic team
next year, as school -based teanms, as we all know
provi de access to sports |like hockey that are
nost certainly very expensive and traditionally
dom nated by male athl etes and often very
excl usi onary.

And so in further reflection,
50 years after the passage of Title I X, we are
still striving for equitable access to federally
funded progranms, activities, and other resources.
We nust ensure that the public and private
school s offer equitable sports opportunities to
al | students, regardless of their gender or race
and ethnicity.

Wiile it is certainly true that we
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have nmade progress, there's much nore work to be
done to make sure that all girls have access to
sports, so we can be -- we can ensure that the
next Fl o Hyman does not m ss her chance to nmake
her way onto a volleyball court or any other
athletic space of her choosing.

As those of us who have pl ayed
sports -- and | al so recogni ze sonme of us are
nore in the observant category, no judgnment -- or
have wat ched our favorite team play know very
wel |, access to sports enpowers young athletes
and it builds a sense of teamwork, pride and
acconpl i shnent .

And so |"'mvery happy to stand here
today to vote in favor of this resolution, and |
hope ny colleagues will join ne in celebrating
girls and wonen in sports by voting aye.

Thank you so much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Wbb.

Senat or Mayer on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

M. President.
And t hank you, Senator Wbb, for

introducing this. And it's so fitting that we
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are doing it on this day where we've heard these
powerful rem nders of the inportance of Bl ack
hi story.

We need to publicly acknow edge sone
of the extraordinary Black wonmen in the history
of sports in our country who not only broke the
gender barrier before and after Title I X but
clearly broke the race barrier. But their
stories are not told.

You know, we know about Serena
WIlliams and Sinone Biles, Althea G bson,

Fl orence Joyner, W/I ma Rudol ph, Jackie
Joyner - Kersee, and Flo Hyman. These are wonen
who were so excellent in their sport and their
craft that they were national |eaders. And
that's part of the story that we nust tell as
part of the full story of Anerican success and
failures. But these wonen were the epitone of
success.

And | think it's particularly
i mportant that we tal k about the val ue of sports
for all wonen and girls. You know, the elenents
of sports that nmen have traditionally enjoyed and
celebrated -- the ability to be publicly

conpetitive, to have a team of people that you
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work together with, to enjoy physical activity,
and to learn the benefits of w nning and, yes,
losing -- these are the things that nen have

al ways enjoyed through sports. And for so nany
years, until Title I X 50 years ago, when we see
t he val ue of changing | aws, wonen were really
di scouraged, if not prevented from enjoyi ng.

So we celebrate today National Grls
and Worren in Sports Day, and aptly coinciding
with this incredibly inportant Black History
Mont h cel ebration, which we are rem nded today
shoul d not be a nonth-1ong cel ebration but a
year -1 ong conversation

And | also want to commend publicly
the Wnen's National Soccer Teamin the
United States for raising the issue of pay parity
in professional sports and finally achieving sone
victory -- with the help, | would say, of the
men's national team which did not fight them and
understood the benefit.

But we have a long way to go to get
parity. |In the neanwhile, let's celebrate the
girls, the young girls for whomthe opportunity
to participate in sports will be a |ife-changing,

life-affirmng activity.
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And t hank you for letting ne speak.
| vote aye on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Mayer.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
M. President.

Senat or Webb, thank you so nuch for
i ntroducing this resolution.

First and forenost, let ne say if
Brittney Giner was paid what she was owed, if
she was paid what she was worth, if she was paid
what her basketball |egendary skills are worth,
she woul d have never had to go to Russia in the
first place. So like -- if we're going to talk
about pay equity, let's center pay equity and
make sure that wonen that are exceptiona
athletes are paid what they're worth.

Serena Wllianms is the greatest

athlete of all time. | -- thereis a-- | don't
know i f you know about -- you know, | don't know
how you play in a major -- the Australian Open,

seven nonths pregnant. Couldn't do it. A nman
couldn't do that. She's the greatest of al

time. Not just the greatest tennis player, she's
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the greatest athlete of all tine.

But | want to center this on how
far, you know, Title I X has -- has taken us,
right? Just recently on a group chat a bunch of
my friends and I were tal king about Breanna
Stewart, who today announced breaking news -- |I'm
breaking this here in the chanber, |I'm not sure
if you're aware, but Breanna Stewart is going to
sign with the New York Liberty. Right?

"' mnot sure how far you've cone in
that, the fact that a free agent acquisition in
the WNBA is not only noteworthy, but we're having
conversations about that. That's a huge deal.
Maybe because ny friends and | are huge WNBA
fans, but | think that shows how far the gane has
evolved. And it doesn't evolve w thout the
contribution of the wonen Senator Webb nenti oned
and Senator Mayer nentioned. That sinply doesn't
happen.

Over the sumer there was a
docunentary on New York City point guards called
Point Gods, it was by Kevin Durant. As we al
know, M. President, New York City is the hone of
the greatest point guards on earth. W nmake the

greatest point guards on earth, w thout question,
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right?

In that documentary was a point
guard that went -- was a -- was a guard that went
to Riverdale Country School, her nanme was N esha
Butler. N esha Butler was once the all-tine
scoring, you know, holder in New York State, not
just -- not just for wonen, for nmen and wonen.

| had the -- | had the pleasure of
nmeeting Niesha Butler after a DOE town hall the
ot her night, and she's doing work trying to make
sure that -- that young wonmen get into -- get
into STEM and STEAM And she was like, "It's
nice to neet you." I1'mlike, "No, it's nice to
nmeet you. You are a New York City point god,

Ms. Butler."

And | think it's so inmportant to
make sure that we center that wonmen in sports are
doi ng things not just on the court, but
representing. M chele Roberts, Black wonman from
the Bronx, is the president of the National
Basket bal | Pl ayers Association. She is
phenonenal. She is incredible. And she is a
woman in charge of a bunch of mal e professional
athletes as their leader in the players

associ ati on.
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Qobviously there's so, so far that we
have to go in nmaking sure that -- that we give
true pay parity and true equity. But | think
t hat conversations like this and resolutions |ike
this, Senator Wbb, are critically inportant to
the conversation. And | proudly vote aye on the
resol ution.

And al so, M. President, |'ve got to
make sure -- 1've got to nake sure | tal k about
nmy daughters. They're hoopers too. They love to
hoop, they love to get on the court. And | think
that's just a reflection of how far we've cone.
And they dunk on ne in the house all the tine.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Bailey and Fat her Bail ey.

This resol ution was previously
adopted on January 31st.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you
M. President.

At the request of the sponsors, the
resol utions are open for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The

resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
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you choose not to be a cosponsor of the
resol utions, please notify the desk.

Senat or Serrano.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you

Can we please go to the readi ng of
t he controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
159, Senate Print 2222, by Senator Harckham an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Wl czyk.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
M. President. Wuld the sponsor yield for sone
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President. This is a chapter anendnent to

the 30 by '30 goal that was -- that came out of
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this chanber, is that right?

SENATOR HARCKHAM It is. Through
you, M. President. First, it's great to see you
up there. Congratulations.

Yeah, this is a chapter anendnent,
to answer the Senator's question, to the 20 by
"30. It's agoal. It's a goal that is a
national goal that the state is buying into,
preserving 30 percent of our public | ands and
wat ers by 2030.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So the original
bill, I notice, passed in May of 2022, May of
| ast year. It required a public hearing schedul e
to be posted by July of last year. But then
also noticed that it wasn't sent to the CGovernor
for her signature until Decenber of |ast year,

much past that deadline. So |I'mnot surprised to
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see a chapter anmendnent cone through, because it
was al ready past the deadline by the tine it was
chapt er ed.

Why, though, in this chapter
anmendnent was the public hearing schedule
conpl etely renoved al t oget her?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President. The public hearing schedule for
the acquisition of public lands is not renobved.

It was -- it was the public comment, and there is
a guarantee of at |east one public hearing and

ot her public coment on the goal.

So -- so to be -- to be clear,

M. President, we don't want to confuse the
current public input process for public

acqui sition of lands and the parallel |egislation
on the goals.

So if there -- there is an ongoing
acqui sition programthat DEC already had. This
was neant to just streamline the two to actually
ease adm nistrative burden and reduce costs to
t he state.

So, for instance, the DEC in ny
regi on presented their East of Hudson scoping

pl an that included the acquisition of sone new
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| and for parcels for the state. That required
public input. There were two public hearings in
my -- in ny district.

Soif -- if there is an acquisition

proposal in any of our districts, there will

still be public hearings. The restricted public
heari ng was just reduced on -- on the goal
itself.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: You j ust

mentioned in your conments that there will be one
public hearing still required. Wen and where
will that be?

SENATOR HARCKHAM That is supposed
to be -- through you, M. President, that needs
to be schedul ed and posted on -- on the DEC
website.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
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M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: There's a --
there's a new line here, while the public hearing
requi renent was stricken fromthe original bil
in this chapter amendnment, that says "including
and ensuring meani ngful opportunities for public
i nput and invol venent . "

Coul d that include things in
addition to a public hearing? O does one public
heari ng satisfy that requirenent?

SENATOR HARCKHAM No. Through
you, M. President, that would include email
subm ssi on of comments, that woul d include
letters of comments, the gathering of public
coments in -- in ways -- you know, having one
public hearing in a certain part of the state is
not necessarily adequate for the rest of the
st at e.

But we have | earned, through --
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t hrough the pandem ¢ and just through nodern
technol ogy, that it's nmuch easier for comments to
be submtted electronically. And sone of our
constituents prefer to do it the old --

ol d-fashi oned way through mail.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So the -- the
original bill, which passed in -- in May of 2022,
also required a report in July of 2023 to the
Legi sl ature.

Way, if -- if this bill was
chaptered in | ast Decenber -- | nean, we haven't
hit July of 2023 yet. Wiy would the report of
the plan need to be pushed, as you're proposing
in this chapter anmendnment, to 20247

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President, this is -- as we said, they're

duplication of effort. So DEC already reports on
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their land acquisition to the Legislature
already. So to have two separate reports is
duplicative.

So again, this is just streamnining
the process to make it | ess adm nistratively
burdensonme and to save the taxpayers noney.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you. And
under -- understanding you weren't the sponsor of
the original bill, | appreciate the explanation.

| f the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So in the -- in
the original legislation that was passed by both
houses, and the Governor has presented this
chapter amendnent, there was al so a requirenent
of a report to the Legislature. This is a bil
that was witten by the Legislature requiring a
report back fromthe Executive at all. And
that's -- that's been stricken.

Wiy -- why would we -- why would we
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anmend the chapter to strike the report back to
t he Legi sl ature?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,
M. President. Because those reports, as
expl ai ned before, on | and acquisition already
conme to the Legislature.

So DEC, through the Environnental
Protection Fund, already does |and acquisition
and |l and preservation. O the $400 mllion
budget, about 40 million annually is spent on
that. And they report to -- to us and to the
Governor on those activities.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
M. President. Appreciate it.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you.

Senator Borrello.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President. And welconme to the dais up there.

Wul d t he sponsor yield for a
guesti on.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does t he

sponsor yield? The sponsor vyields.
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SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,
M. President. Thank you.

| debated this bill last year with
Senat or Kam nsky, although |I supported it. And
t he key takeaway and the key concern of mne --
particularly now that you' re saying we're going
to reduce the public comment to essentially just
one neeting for the goals. The question that |
asked Senator Kami nsky that 1'd also like you to
answer is that would you consider |and
acqui sition for the purposes of constructing
green energy installations to be conservation or
not ?

SENATOR HARCKHAM The purpose for
this bill of conservation is for, as laid out in
the law, things Iike protection of biodiversity,
for protection of aquifer and drinking water, and
for carbon sequestration. It doesn't speak to
t he construction of clean energy.

SENATOR BORRELLO W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR HARCKHAM Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,
M. President, thank you.

So that's where |I'm concerned, when
you say carbon sequestration. W have a | ong
history in this state of clear-cutting forests
that are naturally sequestering carbon, in
place -- to put in place solar panels that get
covered with snow and actually don't generate any
electricity.

' m concerned that because there's
only going to be one public hearing on the goals,
that that goal may shift now -- which
Senat or Kam nsky said was not the intention -- to
allow for this noney and this land acquisition to
be spent on acquiring land to clear-cut forests,
to -- to attack natural habitats, so we can
construct nore sensel ess green energy boondoggl e
proj ects.

| just want to be clear that we're
not going to do this, we're not going to shift to

that. Because Senator Kam nsky said no, we are

not, that is not the goal. So | want to -- as
t he new sponsor, | would Iike you to say that you
agree that that is not -- should not be the
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pur pose of | and acquisition, |and preservation
and conservation in New York State.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thr ough you,

M. President, no, that is not the intention of
the law. That is certainly not ny intent. | --
just as an aside, | would perhaps disagree with

t he phrase "green energy boondoggle."” But we can
tal k about that off the fl oor.

But really, you know, what we talk
about also is resiliency. That's -- that's one
of the things nentioned in the original law. And
resiliency is using nature to protect us from
storms. And when you're clear-cutting a
nmount ai nside, that -- that is not resiliency.

So -- soreally while -- while I am
very bullish on clean energy with other
l egislation, this is about protecting natural
habi t at .

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO First of all,

t hank you very nuch for that engagenent. And |

appreci ate your response, and amglad it was
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consi st ent.

| still have concerns if we're only
goi ng to have one public hearing on the goals.

We saw the Cimte Action Council and their
ridi cul ous, unachi evabl e scopi ng plan that was
filled with holes, as we discussed it in our
public hearing a couple of weeks ago.

So | hope we continue to keep this
pure, and that we do indeed keep this focused on
conserving | and, because we do need to do that in
New York, particularly now that we are taking up
t housands and thousands and thousands of acres,
particularly in the beautiful upstate area that |
l[ive in, to construct these nonstrosities that
will do nothing, zero, to actually inpact
greenhouse gas enissions in New York State. So
let's keep this one pure at |east.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you, Senator Borrello.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, the debate
is closed.

Senat or Serr ano.
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SENATOR SERRANO. Upon consent,
M. President, can you please restore
Cal endar 159 to the noncontroversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
is restored to the noncontroversial cal endar.

SENATOR SERRANC Can you take that
up.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The
Secretary will read. Read the |ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2022.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Har ckham to explain his vote.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, M. President. Really just one |ast quick
clarification. | want to thank ny col |l eagues for
the -- the good di scussi on.

| understand the concern about the
reduced public hearing on the -- the goal. But I
just want to rest everyone -- rest assured that

the local public input process for individual
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| and acquisition in our districts renmains
unchanged. So to the exanple Senator Borrello
gave, if there were -- if there are | and
acquisitions in his district or in nmy district,
as | referenced before, there will still be a
robust public engagenent plan.

So with that, | vote aye. Thank
you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Thank
you. Senator Harckhamto be recorded in the
affirmati ve.

Senat or Wal czyk to explain his vote.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,

M. President, to explain my vote.

So this is a chapter anendnent to a
bill that we put forward for |and acquisition.
That original bill required that there were
public hearings across New York State. W' ve cut
that out. W' ve said no, since we were |ate on
our homework -- and this is practically what
happened in the tineline. It was -- it was
passed by both chanbers in May. The delay of the
Legi slature, for no apparent reason what soever,
was in Decenber to send that bill to the

Governor's desk. In that tinme frane, we were
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supposed to have public hearings, announce them
and have them

Now t he chapter anmendnment is brought
before us today to say, well, we didn't announce
the public hearings, we're late on our tineline.
The Governor signed the bill, but with this
chapter amendnent saying that we're no longer to
hear fromthe public, they can send us an email.
We don't want to actually go into the communities
where we will be acquiring land to neet these
goals for 30/30 and hear fromthe people directly
that are inpacted by the land that the state wll
own in their communities.

|"ve got serious problens with that.
For that reason, 1'Il be voting no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: Senat or
Wal czyk to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 159, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gllivan, Giffo, O Mara, Walczyk and Wi k. Al so
Senat or Rhoads.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 7.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: The bill
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i s passed.

Senat or Serrano, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR SERRANC | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATCOR SERRANO | nmove that we
adj ourn until Mnday, February 6th, at 3:00 p.m,
with the intervening days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT COONEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
February 6th, at 3:00 p.m, with intervening days
to be | egislative days.

(Whereupon, at 1:02 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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