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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Sunday,
January 15, 2023, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday,
January 14, 2023, was read and approved. On
notion, the Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
Madam Pr esi dent .

There is a privileged resolution at
the desk. Please take that up, read it inits
entirety, and recogni ze Leader Stewart-Cousins on
t he resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
274, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, comenorating
t he observance of the 38th Annual Martin Luther
King, Jr., Day in the State of New York, on
January 16, 2023.

"WHEREAS, Fromtinme to tine we take
note of certain individuals whomwe w sh to
recogni ze for their valued contributions and to
publicly acknow edge their endeavors which have
enhanced the basic humanity anong us all; and

"WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern,

and in full accord with its |ong-standing
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traditions, it is the customof this
Legislative Body to join the people of this great
Enpire State in proudly observing the 38th Annual
Martin Luther King, Jr., Day in the State of
New York, on January 16, 2023, taking note of his
many acconplishments and contributions to
manki nd; and

"WHEREAS, Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., was born the grandson of a slave into a
segregated society in Atlanta, Georgia, on
January 15, 1929, and was instrunental in
formulating a policy which ultimtely destroyed
| egal apartheid in the southern states of our
nation; and

"WHEREAS, In February of 1968,
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., spoke about the
inevitability of his death and hoped that when we
spoke of his life, we would not concentrate on
hi s academ c¢ achi evenents: that he graduated from
Mor ehouse Col | ege, that he attended the Crozer
Theol ogi cal Sem nary and Boston University, where
he earned a doctorate in systematic theol ogy; and

"WHEREAS, After returning from
Crozer, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., delivered

his first sernon at Ebenezer Baptist Church in
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Atl anta and becanme the church's co-pastor with
his father; and

"WHEREAS, Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., atruly hunble man, also did not find it
i nportant that we nention that he won the
Nobel Peace Prize and over 300 other awards; and

"WHEREAS, Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr."s finest |egacy of greater social justice
for all Americans was truly reflected in his
devotion to serve and respect others, and in his
steadfast love for all humanity; and

"WHEREAS, Standing in a long |ine of
great American black | eaders, Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., represents the historical culmnation
and the living enbodi nent of a spirit of united
pur pose rooted in Black African culture and the
Anerican Dream and

"WHEREAS, An apostle of peace,
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., fought unrelentingly
for the civil rights of all Americans and taught
us that, through nonviol ence, courage displaces
fear, love transforns hate, acceptance dissipates
prej udi ce, and mutual regard cancels enmty; and

"WHEREAS, Dr. Martin Luther King,

Jr., manifestly contributed to the cause of
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Anerica's freedom and his comm tnent to human
dignity is visibly mrrored in the spiritual
econonmi ¢ and political dinensions of the civil
rights novenent; and

"WHEREAS, In addition, Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.'s life was devoted to the
i beration of his people, and his courage
transcended the advocates of m ndl ess
retrenchnent; and

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ative Body that the commobn and shared
responsi bility of governance denands an
irrevocable commtnent to the preservation and
enhancenent of human dignity as exenplified by
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; and

"WHEREAS, Upon the occasion of the
celebration of the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., it is the practice of this Legislative
Body to commenorate the heroic efforts of
Dr. King, who |loved and served humanity, and who
was a drum nmaj or for peace, justice and
ri ght eousness; and

"WHEREAS, The 2023 Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., holiday observance marks the

94t h anniversary of his birth, and the
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38t h annual holiday celebrated in the State of
New York in his honor; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
and pay tribute to the | egendary life and
achi evenents of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., upon
t he occasion of the anniversary of his birth and
the cel ebration of Martin Luther King, Jr., Day
in the State of New York and throughout the
nation; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
t he Bl ack, Puerto Rican, H spanic and Asi an
Legi sl ative Caucus."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Leader
St ewart - Cousi ns on the resol ution.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, Madam Presi dent.

| always | ook forward to this
weekend as kind of a reset, | think for all of
us, in terms of how we manage to sit in this
amazi ng place doing the things that Dr. King
quite honestly could only dreamof. It's a
hol i day of enduring hope.

As we conmmenprate the
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40t h anni versary of the King Holiday being signed
into | aw by President Reagan in 1983, let's not
forget that when the idea of this day was brought
to the floor of the House of Representatives,
only two other individuals had federal holidays
reserved for them George Washi ngton and
Chri st opher Col unbus.

It took nore than a decade after
Dr. King's death in 1968 for | awrakers to
appreci ate the fabric-changi ng nature of his
l[ife. But it still wasn't until 2000 that al
50 states in the nation celebrated M L. King Day.
And still he stands al one as having the only
federal holiday designated for a Bl ack person.

The fight to recognize Dr. Martin
Lut her King, Jr., Day serves as an inportant
rem nder that change never cones easily and
progress itself is often contested. Although
we' ve nade tremendous gains in the fight that
Dr. King chanpi oned, we nust al ways renenber the
imortal saying "The past is never dead even if
it's passed.”

Today we continue to reckon with the
system ¢ hardshi ps and deeply rooted injustices

that still inpact Anericans throughout our state
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and our nation. W remain commtted to advanci ng
in these chanbers | egislation that hel ps every

i ndi vidual gain a foot on the |adder, while
undoi ng policies which kept them off the |adder
inthe first place.

W will nodel grace and integrity in
our positions and bear in mnd that the good
fight is often a difficult one and it's often a
| onely one.

It's worth renenbering that Dr. King
hi msel f wasn't really popul ar as he waged this
battle. W renenber his | egacy with great
endear ment now, but just two years before his
nmurder, two-thirds of Americans disagreed with
hi s nmessage.

But he didn't enbark on the m ssion
because it was easy, he did it because it was
right. Whether it be chanpioning the beliefs
that we are all indeed created equal, rooting out
our racist laws and policies, marching with
| eaders and activists in the face of brutality,
standing with brothers and sisters everywhere,

i ncluding those in labor, offering dignity to the
many victims of the fight, Dr. King renmai ned

steadfast in his principles.
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To be only 39 years old and endowed
wi th such courage -- not only to stand up to
centuries of codified violence, but to do so with
t he whol e nation against you -- exenplifies a
| abor of bravery that is so few and far between.

When | |l ook at certainly ny
conference, and | see so nmany firsts of their
ki nd, including the youngest Senators, people who
| have to tell that Stevie Whnder's birthday
anthemis really about Dr. King --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: How many
peopl e knew that? Did you know that? Yes, |
nmean, like they just think it's |like the Bl ack
Happy Birthday song. No.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: It really
was, because they were trying to -- Steve wanted
to push the issue about Dr. King deserving a
bi rt hday.

But this -- this amazing, this
amazi ng group of peopl e enbodi es the vigor and
the desire to not only fulfill the dream but to
take action in those spaces where injustice has

so | ong resided.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

333

It's a pressing rem nder that we
don't do this work because it's easy. W don't
t ake these battles head-on because we think other
people will join us. W do it because it's the
right thing to do. And in a generation's tine,
when our grandchildren receive the world that we
made for them we nust leave it better for them
than the way we found it.

That's exactly what Dr. King did.

He fought for justice not only in the nmonment, but
for the dignity and well-being of the future
Anericans. W live today in the wake of his
dream and again, we're better for it.

But obviously there's still nore
work to do, and we can't expect that doing things
exactly the way they've al ways been done will
yield the necessary progress. It takes bold,

t houghtful action to change the powers that be
and deliver greater equity, fairer
representation, and true accountability for
peopl e.

That's why, in the spirit of
Dr. King, our legislative body often rebukes old
systens that served maybe a privil eged few

i nstead of the deserving many. W stand up to
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t hose who cl oak thenselves in fal se prom ses,
demand action over words fromthose with power to
make a difference.

Top of that agenda is continuing to
stand up for all the people, certainly working
peopl e in New York, ensuring that our policies --
our policies around unions, our policy around the
| onest -wage workers -- remain strong.

When we tal k about the | abor unions,
Dr. King said the | abor novenent was the
principal force that transforned m sery and
despair into hope and progress. W cannot defend
our basic humanity while | arge swat hs of people
are being pilfered. | think of ny own father,
who after serving in the segregated Arny during
VWrld War Il -- | talk about himall the tine:
Purple Heart, Bronze Star. Wen he cane hone
after fighting on behalf of, you know, his
nation, he was denied the opportunities that
veterans who were his white counterparts had.

What made the difference for us,
keepi ng a roof over our head after he'd served so
valiantly, was by being able to join a union.
Havi ng that organi zed protection was the

di fference between a life of, you know, who knows
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what insecurity to alife of at |east being able
to make sure that we had heal thcare and food. It
made a difference.

As el ected | eaders, we hold an
awesone responsibility to steer the ship in
accordance with the people's will. It took our
state nearly 200 years to elect nonwhite nen in
t he hi ghest |evels of New York governnent. And
yet Speaker Heastie, Governor Hochul, and nyself
still stand sort of unique and al one anong U. S.
states in our historic roles.

| take mny position here very
seriously. | know that it was made -- not in
part, but in total -- by the people who cane
before ne, including ny parents. Their great
sacrifices -- those who gave up everything had
nothing -- to nove the needle just an inch.
That's why in this office, |eading the nost
di verse Senate conference in the history of our
state, I'mcomitted to noving nmountains for
t hose who will cone after us.

As we gain nonentum we nust
continue extending a hand out to the margins of
our comrunity, to the people who too often get

| eft behind in the winds of change. W have to
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build coalitions on the ground who will rise up
t hrough the ranks and assune their own rightful
pl ace i n power.

We need good-faith actors, not
Trojan horses, who will fight for the best
interests of our comunities and uphold the
val ues they were chosen by. W need the right
people in the right places to make change happen
in perpetuity.

Dr. King said it best hinself, that
"Human progress is neither automatic nor
inevitable... Every step towards the goal of
justice requires sacrifice, suffering, and
struggle; the tireless exertions and passi onate
concern of dedicated individuals.” That's who we
are in this chanber. That's what it takes to
make change happen.

| wish us all the tireless exertion,
t he passionate concern required in our
| egi sl ative duties, and the courage to continue
fighting for what's right over what's popul ar, as
we build towards a nore perfect New York and a
nore perfect union for us, for our children, and
for our grandchildren, for the possibilities of

really achieving the dreamthat Dr. King saw for
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each of us.

So Happy Post-King Day. My we live
in that understandi ng of what his m ssion was for
this day and every day forward.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Madam Leader.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Bail ey on the resol ution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. Al though | don't know how you
foll ow our leader. Quite frankly, you don't, you
just speak in your own steps.

And because of the magnificent words
that our | eader said, sonetines when you speak
and sonetines in the church, it cones to you and
you' ve got to change direction. So |'mjust
going to change direction a little bit and I'm
going to begin with a Dr. King quote that "A
genui ne | eader is not a searcher for consensus
but a nol der of consensus."™ That is who we have
in Andrea Stewart-Cousins. Not just a searcher
for consensus, a nolder of consensus. No matter

what part of the state you may be from no nmatter
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what your ideology may be, Leader Stewart- Cousins
hears what you have to say in a genuine and
earnest way. That is the dreamthat Dr. King
wanted us to realize.

You see, | -- 1've always had a
special relationship with this resolution because
it is the very first time that | spoke on the
floor as a freshman. And | have not stopped
speaki ng since, Madam President.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: | am-- | ama
little verbose fromtine to tine.

But it always strikes ne as
somet hing worth cel ebrati ng.

The Book of Janes, too, tells us
that faith without works is dead. | cone
directly fromthe Book of James. M grandfather
James was born in 1929, the sane year as
Dr. King. So | cone fromthe Book of Janmes, you
see.

And the faith that Dr. King had was
the sane faith that ny Teanster grandfather had.
Speaki ng about that | abor piece, that dignity,
the March on Washi ngton was the March on

Washi ngton for Jobs and Freedom Madam Presi dent.
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That's what Dr. King was speaki ng about, econom c
justice and enpowernent as wel | .

So this woul d have been his
94th birthday -- 94. A long way away fromthe
age of 39 that he was taken fromus. And |
al ways marvel at that. | think | reference it in
nmy speech every year, that as | got closer to 39,

| wonder what was | doing to |level up to what

Dr. King -- and now that |I'mon the other side of
39, | look back and I see a Nobel Prize w nner,
see a civil rights leader, | see an iconic figure

at 39 years. But what |'ve |earned, having that
4 in front of nmy age, Madam President, is that
it's not about what I'mdoing in relation to
Dr. King, it's what am | doing with the nessage
that Dr. King has given to us

You know, ny favorite Dr. King quote
is "Life's nost persistent and urgent question
is, Wiat are you doing for others?" You know,
and | see the world through the lens of ny
daughters. And it's always anazing to see what
they're learning in school now Gada' s in third
grade, for those of you who haven't heard about
her in a while, Carina's in first grade.

And they're |l earning different
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t hi ngs but they're becom ng nore rooted and
stronger in their convictions about what they're
seeing and how inportant Dr. King was. It's no
| onger about this is just some dude who we have a
day off about. This was sonebody who inspired ny
dad, ny famly, inspires ne.

You know, | realized sonething about
Dr. King this year, is that he is the greatest
exanple that | can think of, of a phrase called
nom native determ nism Your nane determ nes
your destiny. Usain Bolt was born to be a track
star, like he just had to be. Martin Luther King
was born to be a king of kings. Nom native
determnism He was sort of |like a nmaestro, that
drum nmajor for justice that you heard of.

Speaki ng of nusic, there's a
conversation that comes from-- in the hip-hop
worl d we tal ki ng about sanpling, right? Wen you
sanpl e an original track, those of us who are
fans of hip-hop, you' ve heard an original song
and then you hear a different version of it
afterwards, right? That's sanpling, right?

We all know about sanpling. It is
technically the reuse of a portion of a sound

recording in another recording. That's the
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technical definition of it. R ght? Jay-Z says,

"Yeah, | sanpl ed your voice, you was using it
wong. You nmade it a hot line; | made it a hot
song. "

So sonetines sanpling doesn't always
work out. What do | mean by that? Don't sanple
his voice, don't sanple his nmessage, don't sanple
his quotes if you're not living -- if you're not
willing tolive by it. Don't quote himif you're
not standing up for econom c justice and civil
rights and | abor rights and voting rights and
justice. Don't quote him don't use his voice
wrong, because his hot Iine won't be your hot
song. | guarantee that, Madam President.

You know, other sanpled works | ast
the test of generations. Those of us who are
hi p-hop fans, we know that "Good Ti nmes" becane
"Rapper's Delight," "Footsteps in the Dark"
becane Ice Cube's "It Was a Good Day."” Dido's
"Thank You" becane "Stan" from Em nem The Isley
Brothers -- too many hits -- "Between the Sheets"
to "Big Poppa."

But ny favorite sanple of all tine
is a song from Tom Scott and the California

Dreaners, called "Today." It was sanpled by
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Pete Rock & CL Snmooth -- from "Mney Earnin
Mount Vernon," Madam President -- and their song
was "They Rem ni sce Over You."

We rem nisce over the nmenory of
Dr. King. W remnisce -- shall | say date
back -- 94 years ago, to keep it on track.

Now, the nessage that sone critics
of sanpling used to have was that nothing can
stand up to the original, Madam President. And
it -- it's okay. But the original is the
bl ueprint. The original is the original
greatness of these songs, of these people, of the
cul ture.

It's okay if you |ike the sanple
better, though. R ght? Because it's your
generation. It's the ear that you listen from
It's the place that you grew up. It's okay to
li ke the sanple better, but you have to know t he
original song.

Now, it's inportant to clear a
sanple, right, by giving the original artist
credit. And by giving the original artist
credit -- Dr. King -- we all owe himcredit. W
woul d not be here if not for Reverend Dr. Martin

Lut her King, Jr., make no m stake about it. From
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ASC to Z, fromHeastie to Hakeem we all live the
dream

You know, and | think about the
notion of sanpling, right, and | think about how
generations to come will |earn something
di fferent about Dr. King each and every year as
t hey study, not just the works that he's -- not
just his public work, his theol ogi cal work as
wel | . Because as a reverend he was al so a very
deep thinker in the theological world. He said
that "Ten thousand fools proclaimthenselves into
obscurity, while one wi se man forgets hinself
into imortality."

Now, we've all sanpled that |egacy
of Dr. King, fromquotes to speeches to politica
phi | osophy to even the vibration of his voice
when we try to nail what he said. But he's the
original. But it's okay to sanple,

Madam President. H's imortality was noted. He
was certainly a wi se man, but never to be
forgotten. That's one thing that we will never

forget, his |egacy.

Now, to close, |'ve vacill ated
between ny favorite speeches fromDr. King. It
was once "I Have A Dream " but "|I've Been to the
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Mount ai nt op” is now ny favorite Dr. King speech
because it was nore than just a speech. It was
prescient, in that it eerily predicted his sad
but too-soon departure fromthis earth

“"Well, | don't know what wi |l happen
now. W' ve got sone difficult days ahead. But
it doesn't matter with me now, because |'ve been
to the mountaintop. And I don't mnd. Like
anybody, | would like to live a long life.
Longevity has its place. But |I'mnot concerned
about that now. | just want to do God's wll.
And He's allowed ne to go up to the nountain.
And |'ve | ooked over, and |'ve seen the prom sed
land. | nmay not get there with you. But | want
you to know tonight, that we, as a people, wll
get to the promised land. And I'm happy,
tonight. |I'mnot worried about anything. [|I'm
not fearing any man. M ne eyes have seen the
glory of the coming of the Lord."

If you' re going to quote Dr. King
you don't have to quote that speech. But live by
t hat proverbial nmountaintop that he went to and
that he saw the good in each and every one of
us -- frome63 districts around the state, to the

50 states in the country, to billions of people
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around the worl d.

Madam Presi dent, God bl ess the
| egacy of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Kennedy on the resol ution.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

First of all, let ne start by
t hanki ng our | eader, Majority Leader
Stewart-Cousins, for bringing this inportant
resolution to the floor today as we honor
Dr. King, his life, his legacy. | want to thank
her for her |eadership and her words.

| want to second the sentinent of
our coll eague Senator Bailey. | want to thank
Senat or Bailey for those powerful words.

And there's no doubt in ny mnd that
if Dr. King were here today, he would tell us how
proud he is of the |eadership of this conference,
t he hi story-naker that we have anbng us -- not
just what she has brought to this conference, to
this state, to this nation, but also how she has
done it. So thank you again.

| also think Dr. King would be proud
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of so many in this auspicious chamber, including
nmy col |l eague Senator Bailey. And | think

Dr. King woul d be perpl exed on how |I' m supposed
to follow Senator Bailey and Majority Leader
Stewart - Cousins after those incredi bl e speeches.

But | rise today to honor the |egacy
of Dr. King. As many of you know, it's been a
very difficult year in Buffalo and Western
New York. On top of the pandem c, which was
incredi bly heavy in and of itself, we had a
raci st massacre on Jefferson Avenue in Buffalo
that stole 10 lives fromus. W had two massive
snowstornms that clainmed dozens of lives. W had
a fire around the holidays that clained the lives
of five precious young children.

And it's felt like blow after bl ow
upon our city and our community. But we are
resilient, and we are strong, and this is a new
year and a fresh start. And no matter what cones
our way, 2022 was proof that we can and we will
get through anything together.

| firmy believe that because |'ve
seen the way we as a conmmunity -- not just in
Western New York, but our state and really our

nation and the global comunity -- comes together
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am d tragedy, am d our darkest hours. W respond
when peopl e are in need.

The Reverend Martin Luther King said
it best: "Darkness cannot drive out darkness,
only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out
hate, only love can do that.” And I know t hat
very light and love will carry us forward,
uplifting each other regardl ess of race, creed,
col or, social class or gender identity.

Dr. King has inspired so many of us
to serve others, to fight for fairness and
justice, and to stand up for what's right. His
words and his actions were never about hinself;

t hey were al ways about inproving the |ives of
others. He never spoke a word or led a fight in
pursuit of personal acclaim He only spoke and
t hought so that others -- so that our nation --
coul d have freedom equality and peace. It's an
exanple we all seek to ermulate, a path we nust
all follow.

As we reflect on Dr. King's life, we
reflect on his vision for our nation, his vision
of that prom sed |land that Senator Bail ey spoke
about, that prom sed | and of peace, of equality,

of justice. W reflect on the progress we've
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made and the road we've travel ed, and we see
clearly that there's nmuch nore work that remains
on a | ong road ahead.

When so nmany of New York's children
are living in poverty and are struggling to excel
i n school because they're too hungry to worry
about reading, witing and arithnetic, it's clear
we have nore work to do.

When our incarceration rates surge
and di sproportionately inpact people of color,
it's clear we have nore work to do.

When i ncone inequality grows,
econonmc mobility falls, and the m ddle class
| oses its footing, it's clear we have nore work
to do.

Wor ki ng men and woren of all colors
and creeds deserve a |level playing field. They
deserve a chance to inprove the lot of their
famly, and they deserve a shot at the American
dream It's with this clarity and comi t nent
that we all nust unite and renew our pursuit of
the prom sed |land that Dr. King had envisioned
for our nation.

And | leave you with a few lasting

words fromDr. King: "Qur lives begin to end the
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day we becone silent about things that matter."
May we never be silent, and may we al ways have a
vision for better days.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

The question is on the resolution.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent. At the request of the | eader,
the resolution is open for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resolution is open for cosponsorship. Should you
choose not to be a cosponsor of the resolution,
pl ease notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: There will be an

i mredi ate neeting of the Rules Conmittee in
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Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

The Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 4:43 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
4:56 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
there's a report of the Rules Conmittee at the
desk. Please take that up

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bills:

Senate Print 136, by
Senat or Krueger, an act to amend the
El ecti on Law

Senate Print 242, by Senator May --

excuse ne.
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(Pause.)

THE SECRETARY: Senate Print 101,
by Senator Ryan, an act to amend the Vehicle and
Traffic Law

Senate Print 177, by
Senator G anaris, an act to amend the
Banki ng Law,

Senate Print 492A, by
Senator Conrie, an act to anmend the
Public Authorities Law

Senate Print 504, by Senator Rivera,
an act to anmend the |Insurance Law

Senate Print 564A, by
Senat or Kavanagh, an act to anend the
Banki ng Law,

Senate Print 599, by
Senat or Sal azar, an act to anend the
| nsur ance Law;

Senate Print 604, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the
Public Health Law,

Senate Print 608A, by
Senat or Sal azar, an act to anend the
General Business Law,

Senate Print 935, by
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Senat or Kennedy, an act to amend the
Real Property Tax Law,
Senate Print 966, by Senator Rivera,
an act to anmend the El der Law,
Senate Print 967, by Senator Ryan,
an act to amend the Real Property Tax Law
Senate Print 982, by Senator Brouk,
an act to anmend the Education Law
Senate Print 1065, by Senator Mayer,
an act to amend the Banking Law,
Senate Print 1144, by
Senat or Sanders, an act to amend the Banking Law,
Senate Print 1242, by
Senat or Fel der, an act to amend the Vehicle and
Traffic Law
Senate Print 1267, by
Senator Breslin, an act to anend the
| nsur ance Law;
Senate Print 1317, by
Senator Stewart-Cousins, an act to anmend a
chapter of the Laws of 2022;
Senate Print 1318, by
Senator Breslin, an act to anend the
| nsur ance Law,

Senate Print 1320, by

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

353

Senator Breslin, an act to anend the
General Business Law

Senate Print 1321, by
Senator Rivera, an act to amend the Public
Heal th Law;

Senate Print 1322, by
Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to anmend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law;

Senate Print 1323, by
Senat or Bailey, an act to anend the El der

Senate Print 1324, by

Senat or Krueger, an act to amend the Public

Heal t h Law;

Senate Print 1325, by
Senat or Sanders, an act to anend the Penal

Senate Print 1326, by Senator
an act to anmend the Labor Law,

Senate Print 1327, by
Senat or Kavanagh, an act to anend the
El ecti on Law

Senate Print 1328, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the
Executive Law,

Senate Print 1329, by

Senat or Thomas, an act to anend the
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General Business Law,

Senate Print 1330, by
Senat or CGounardes, an act to anmend the
| nsur ance Law,

Senate Print 1331, by
Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to anmend the
Soci al Services Law,

Senate Print 1332, by Senator My,
an act to amend the Real Property Actions and
Proceedi ngs Law,

Senate Print 1333, by
Senator Conrie, an act to anmend the
Not - For-Profit Corporation Law,

Senate Print 1334, by

Senat or Cooney, an act to anend the Real Property

Actions and Proceedi ngs Law,

Senate Print 1335, by
Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to amend the
Real Property Law,

Senate Print 1336, by

Senat or Hoyl man-Sigal, an act to anend a chapter

of the Laws of 2022;
Senate Print 1337, by
Senator Conrie, an act to anend the

CGeneral Munici pal Law;
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Senate Print 1338, by
Senator Conrie, an act to anmend the
Adm ni strative Code of the Gty of New York;

Senate Print 1339, by
Senat or Pal unbo, an act to amend a chapter of the
Laws of 2022;

Senate Print 1340, by Senat or Brouk,
an act to amend the Environnmental Conservation
Law,

Senate Print 1341, by Senator Ryan,
an act to amend the Real Property Actions and
Proceedi ngs Law,

Senate Print 1342, by
Senator Cleare, an act to anmend the
Soci al Services Law,

Senate Print 1343, by
Senat or Parker, an act to anmend the State Finance
Law,

Senate Print 1344, by
Senat or Parker, an act to anmend the
Public Service Law,

Senate Print 1345, by
Senat or Parker, an act to anend the Energy Law,

Senate Print 1346, by

Senat or Parker, an act to anmend the State
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Fi nance Law;
Senate Print 1347, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the
Executive Law,
Senate Print 1348, by
Senator Rivera, an act to anmend the
Soci al Services Law,
Senate Print 1349, by
Senator Rivera, an act to amend the Public
Heal th Law;
Senate Print 1350, by
Senator Rivera, an act to anmend the
| nsurance Law,
Senate Print 1351, by
Senat or Krueger, an act to amend the
Crim nal Procedure Law,
Senate Print 1353, by
Senat or Brisport, an act to anend the
Soci al Services Law,
Senate Print 1354, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act in relation to requiring
monthly status reports of community investnents;
Senate Print 1355, by
Senat or Kennedy, an act to amend the

| nsurance Law,
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Senate Print 1356, by
Senat or Sanders, an act to anend the
Ur ban Devel opnent Corporation Act.

Al bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the report of the Rules
Comm ttee signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
report is adopted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he readi ng of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 17,
Senate Print 644, by Senator Mannion, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 18,
Senate Print 645, by Senator Mannion, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
aside. Lay it aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 20,
Senate Print 811, by Senator Breslin, an act to
amend the | nsurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2022.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 21,
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Senate Print 812, by Senator Ranbs, an act to
amend the Social Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 22,
Senate Print 813, by Senator Liu, an act to anmend
t he Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2022.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

360

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 22, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Giffo, Hel mng, Lanza,
Martins, Mattera, Murray, Oberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco,
Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 23,
Senate Print 814, by Senator Kennedy, an act to
amend the State Finance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 25,
Senate Print 816, by Senator Hoyl man-Si gal, an
act to anend the Ceneral Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2022.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 25, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, @Gllivan, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Lanza, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rhoads,
Stec and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 11.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the

readi ng of today's cal endar.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's pl ease
take up the suppl enmental cal endar now.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 73,
Senate Print 504, by Senator Rivera, an act to
amend the | nsurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 73, voting in the negative are
Senators Gallivan and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 75,
Senate Print 599, by Senator Sal azar, an act to

anend the | nsurance Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 75, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, @Gllivan, Giffo,
Hel m ng, Mattera, Mirray, Ooberacker, O Mara,
Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Wl czyk, Wber and Wi k.

Ayes, 48. Nays, 14.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 76,
Senate Print 604, by Senator Skoufis, an act to
amend the Public Health Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 77,

Senate Print 608A, by Senator Salazar, an act to
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amend t he General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 79,
Senate Print 966, by Senator Rivera, an act to
amend the Elder Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of April.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 81,
Senate Print 982, by Senator Brouk, an act to
amend t he Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Brouk to explain her vote.

SENATOR BROUK: Thank you,

M. President.

| wanted to just outline why this
bill was so inportant and why |'m happy that the
| eadershi p has chosen to bring it up again this
year.

You know, during COVID we | earned a
| ot through crisis and through tragedy, and in

some cases we | earned where we could do things
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better. One of those cases was the way we dea

wi th medi cations and prescription drugs.
Specifically, when there's soneone in New York
who's in need and needs a specific nedication for
their owm health or to save their life, during
our Declaration of Emergency we were able to
better fulfill those needs by | ooking at

non-resi dent phar maci es.

It should be noted that this is
somet hing that |arge corporation pharmaci es have
al ways been able to do. But what this
decl aration allowed during the state of energency
was what small, independent-owned pharmaci es
could do the same. And what we should realize is
that these snmall independent pharmacies are often
serving sone of our nobst underserved comunities,
whether in city, suburban or rural areas.

So that's what this bill would do.

It is taking sonething that we | earned during a
tragic crisis, public health crisis in this
state, and trying to codify it into |aw to nake
sure that nore people don't suffer w thout having
this in place.

| want to end with just adding there

is no going back to pre-COVID days. As a nother
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of a small child, I'mthinking about the
“tripledemc" we're dealing with that we've al
heard of, RSV -- and |I'm seeing the nods -- RSV,
flu, COvID. W' ve had one of the three and I'm
hoping not to get the other two.

But the truth is we're never going
back to a tine before COVID existed, and we're
going to continue to deal with supply chain
i ssues, we're going to continue to deal with new
viruses and new bacterial infections that we know
peopl e are going to need help wth.

And so a few days -- a few weeks
ago -- I'mhealthy, but I found nyself in the
hospital to deal with sonmething, and the nore
i mportant piece of this is | overheard the nurse
in the emergency roomtelling a famly of a
4-year-old that "This is your prescription for
anoxicillin, but I"mnot sure you're going to be
able to get it, so here's a few other things you
shoul d consi der."

And | want us all to inmagine being
with our 3- or 4-year-old sick, in an energency
room and being told that in the United States of
Anerica, in the State of New York, that we don't

have every option possible to get you the
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nmedi ci ne that you need.

So I"'mreally proud to reintroduce
this bill. 1'"mvery proud to vote aye. | thank
nmy col |l eagues for supporting this. But as we
nove forward and hopefully get this signed |ater
this year, let's renenber that 3-year-old. Let's
remenber the people who are at stake when we
don't do everything possible to |learn fromthe
tragedy that we just saw over the past couple of
years, and do better by New Yorkers.

For those reasons, | vote aye.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Brouk to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 85,
Senate Print 1267, by Senator Breslin, an act to
amend the | nsurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 85, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Borrell o, Cberacker and
Wl czyk.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's suppl enental cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine
let's nove on to the controversial cal endar,
pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 17,
Senate Print 644, by Senator Mannion, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

Wal czyk, why do you rise?
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SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor be willing to yield for sone
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: In this
| egislation -- through you, M. President -- are
we tal king about staff at the State Board of
El ections or are we tal ki ng about a mandate for
our |local county boards of elections?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thr ough you,

M. President, this legislation is to establish
criteria for mnimumstaffing at all boards of
el ections at the county |l evel across the state.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Is this
| egi slation at the request of the Association of
Counties in New York State?

SENATOR MANNI ON: No.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Did we receive
resol utions fromany counties out of the 62
counties in the State of New York supporting this
| egi sl ati on?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thr ough you,
M. President, we received no opposition.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, the -- the question was have we
recei ved any resolutions --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are you
asking the Senator to yield?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

372

yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, the -- the
guestion, M. President, through you, was have we
recei ved any resolutions fromany of New York's
62 counties requesting this legislation or
supporting it?

SENATOR MANNI ON: M. President,

t hrough you, we received no resol utions
supporting nor opposi ng.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: How did we arrive
at the 4,000 level -- if there's 4,000 people in

a county, that requires four full-tine staffers?
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And then the 2,000 -- or the two per 2,000
formula, howdid -- how did you arrive at that?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thr ough you,
M. President, we arrived at the nunbers of a
m ni mum of four staff nmenbers for every
40,000 active voters in a county as a result of
interpretation fromthe report of a statew de
el ections hearing that occurred, run by Senator
Myrie, that | attended at SUNY ESF in 2021.

And as a result of that, we
devel oped this legislation to make sure that we
met mininmumstaffing criteria based on the nunber
of things and the inportance that el ections have
inthis state.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yield? WIIl the sponsor yield?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So ny
understanding is that if -- and | just want to

make sure that | have this math right. |If a
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county has 4,000 residents currently, then they
are at the four level, but if they go to 40,000
and one, they would require six full-tinme
staffers at the boards of elections? Is that --
is that correct?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thr ough you,

M. President, the nunber that applies is for
every 40,000. Once the threshold of 40,000
active registered voters in a county occurs, that
woul d require four full-tine staff.

Once the nunber of full-tine
active -- excuse nme, the nunber of registered
active voters hit 60,000, that's when it would
require an additional two staff nmenbers,
full-time staff nenbers.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Through you, M. President, if the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And | know | ast

week we had sone di scussi ons about Ham | ton
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County. There is a practical inpact here, and we
can get to the mandate of it in a nonent.

But take Gswego County, for exanple,
who has eight full-time staffers right now at
their boards of elections, in addition to their
two conm ssioners. |f Oswego County has a
popul ati on of 117,000, how many full-tinme
staffers will they have to add to their roster?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thr ough you,

M. President, zero.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So if Oswego
County has eight full-time staff at their board
of elections now, and they have 117,000, woul dn't
that bring themup to needing a nunber of 127

SENATOR MANNI ON: So t hrough you,
M. President, the inportant data point here is

t he nunber of active registered voters. And that
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nunber, after our analysis, would be that the
board of elections in OGswego County woul d have to
add zero full-time staff nmenbers.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

M. President, on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So it's
interesting -- and | -- | appreciate ny
col | eague's answers, and thank you for -- for
answering the question on this bill.

It's interesting to nme, in
reflecting, how we've decided to spend our first
controversial bills in this chanber, and which
ones we've brought to the floor, especially given
the stakes in this chanber.

It's no surprise -- and | know ny
col | eagues across the aisle will remnd us a
nunber of times that they have a two-thirds
majority in this chanber. And actually down the
hall in the State Assenbly, they al so have a
two-thirds majority in that chanber as well
tilted pretty one-sided to one party. Down on
t he second floor, we have a Governor who is also

of the same party.
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So i magi ne being a board of
el ections conmm ssioner and continuing to see rule
changes fromthe sane party that is enjoying
|arge victories and large majorities. |Inmagine if
Comm ssi oner Goodell in the NFL said, W're going
to change the rules for next season 200 ti nes;
we're going to put in 200 new rul es changes. |
hope they're signed in the NFL. And good | uck,
coaches, trying to figure out what rules to play
by this season. | bet you would end up with a
nunber of coaches, franchises that are pretty
frustrated.

Now i magine if it was Bill Belichick
after a Super Bowl getting to decide what rule
changes -- and by the way, there's going to be
200 of them and they're going to affect all the
teans that play in the NFL.

Well, I"'mglad that the NFL runs --
at least right now -- nore fairly than this
Legislature. Go Bills! | will vote no and

encourage ny col |l eagues to do the sane.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is

closed. The Secretary will ring the bell -- oh,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

378

"' m sorry.

Senat or Rhoads.

SENATOR RHOADS: | apol ogi ze.
Thank you. WIIl the sponsor vyield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: Senat or Manni on,
what is the definition of an active registered
vot er?

SENATOR MANNI ON: That is
determ ned -- through you, M. President, that is
determ ned by the -- soneone that is on the
rolls. And if someone is inactive for a period
of tinme because they have not voted, they cone
off the rolls.

SENATCOR RHOADS: | f the Senator
will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR RHQADS: You did indicate

that if a-- if a-- if you have a voter who is
i nactive, they will eventually be purged fromthe
rolls. Is there any -- anything within this bil

that would require that voter to be renoved from
the rolls?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thr ough you,

M. President, that is a different piece of
| egislation than -- and there's nothing in this
bill, as it sits silent on that.

SENATOR RHOADS: And if the sponsor
will yield to one additional question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: Has there been a
denonstrated problemw th boards of elections and
staffing that would require us at the state |evel
mandat i ng what could be an issue for |ocal
control for individual boards of elections, based
upon their own needs?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thr ough you,

M. President, as | stated, | listened to
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testinmony at a statew de hearing on el ections,
and a report was devel oped after that.

And in ny in-person wtnessing of
the testinony that occurred on that day, several
times from-- conmm ssioners who represented
boards of el ections had expressed concerns over
staf fing.

SENATOR RHOADS: Through you, one
addi ti onal question. Sorry.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: That's
why | never say that, Senator.

WI1l the sponsor yield?

SENATOR RHQOADS: | never say one.
|"ve got to learn that.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Yes.

SENATOR RHOADS: |"ve got to | earn
t hat .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you.

Was there any testinony as to why
t hose conm ssioners of the boards of elections
sinply couldn't hire additional staff if they
felt the need?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thr ough you,
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M. President. M recollection is that at |east
in one instance they were concerned with the
| evel of pay of their enpl oyees.

SENATOR RHOADS: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: What does this
bill have anything to do with the pay that they
woul d receive?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Wel |, through
you, M. President, as many bills sit silent on
certain other aspects of the |l aw or certain other
areas of local control, this bill does not
reference the salary of individuals.

However, that may be sonething that
we pursue anot her day to assure that we have
highly qualified staff within the boards of
el ecti ons.

SENATOR RHOADS: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WI1l the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: But if the only
exanple that we're able to point to is the
testinmony fromone el ections comi ssi oner about
the pay that he's able to pay his enpl oyees, why
are we mandating a specific nunber of board of
el ecti ons enpl oyees that has -- that has to be
retai ned by individual boards of elections?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thr ough you,

M. President, it was really the

conpr ehensi veness of the report and the fact that
that report occurred as a result of testinony
across the state. Errors can occur in elections.
And when those errors do occur, it is often
because of a lack of bandwi dth of the boards of
el ections and the nunmber of enpl oyees that they
have.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you. Thank
you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Rhoads.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
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to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anaris to explain his vote.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

| was struck by ny coll eague Senator
Wal czyk' s comments and poi nt he was maki ng,
because | feel the need to educate himthat in
fact the NFL just changed their rul es m dstream
not two weeks ago when they cancel ed the
Bi |l | s-Bengal s game and had a neeting of the
owners and changed the rules as it relates to
home field in the playoffs, something the
Ci ncinnati Bengals were not too happy about.

So the fact is these bodies exist --
in the case of the NFL, their board; in the case

of New York State, our Legislature -- to do
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exactly what we're doing here, which is set the
paranmeters, set the rules, set the laws for how
the state is adm nistered and how our el ections
are adm ni stered.

In fact, if Senator Wal czyk had his
way, | guess there would be no | aws, because the
| aw that's bei ng anended was written by anot her
| egi sl ature at some point in history.

And so this is the responsibility of
this body. This is why we are here. And as
Senator Myrie |likes to say, our Majority has
t aken our election laws fromworst in the nation
under decades of Republican rule to first in the
nation under our Majority.

"' m proud of that and proud to vote
in support of this bill, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anaris to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Rhoads to explain his vote.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

M. President.

W all want -- we want fair and we
want accurate elections. And | appreciate
Senator Mannion's bill today. But | fail to see

and | failed to receive an explanation as to why
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it is that we need to tell |ocal boards of

el ections their business. There seens to be no
prohibition to | ocal boards of elections, if they
feel as though they need additional staff, to be
able to hire that additional staff.

And again, this is another exanple
of us sort of controlling fromthe top down and
dictating to | ocal boards w thout know edge of
specific instances in their own counties what
t hey shoul d be doi ng.

So I'll be voting in the -- in the
negative. Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Rhoads to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Borrello to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President.

Once again | rise to talk about the
unfunded mandate that this will be on our |ocal
boards of el ections.

| know our |ocal board of elections
commi ssioners and so forth. 1In fact, they're in
Al bany this week to tal k about how t hey can work

together to find nore efficient ways to deliver
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t hose services, and they do an outstandi ng job.

| n Chaut auqua County, ny hone, they
go so far to save noney as to print their own
bal | ot s because they don't want to spend the
noney for an outside printer to do so.

They work on shoestring budgets to
deliver elections that -- to the best of their
ability, that are fair and accurate. And today
we take one step further by giving them anot her
mandat e wi t hout any funding behind it to actually
del i ver that mandate.

So I'll be voting no al so.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Helm ng to explain her vote.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

M. President. | rise to explain ny vote.

As Senator Rhoads said, | too

support and want to see fair el ections throughout

our state.

Qur current Election Law | eaves
staffing-1evel decisions -- how nany staff are
needed or required -- to |local decisionmakers,
and | fully support that. | don't support
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stripping away that decision-making fromthose
| ocal officials. That's one of the reasons why |
will be voting no.

And the other is sonething that
Senat or Borrello just touched upon, that this
bill is clearly yet another unfunded mandate on
our | ocal boards.

Now, |ast week when we tal ked about
El ection Law, | heard several nenbers of the
Majority Conference indicate that they intend to
provi de funding in the upcom ng budget. But
based on what |'ve heard from nmy comm ssioners
and feedback from others, past funding has been
sorely i nadequate.

So this bill is likely to be a |arge
expense for our localities, a |arge unfunded
mandate. And |'ve seen over and over agai n what
happens when the state thinks things are so
i mportant and they don't fund them The
responsi bility for funding cones down to the
property taxpayers. The cost gets passed, it
gets shifted to the county; the county shifts it
to the property taxpayers.

So for those two reasons and ot hers,

| will be voting no.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hel m ng to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Manni on to cl ose.

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thank you,

M. President.

A coupl e of points here, which is
that as was articul ated | ast week by Senator
Mayer, |ast year we fought for and secured
$2 million in the budget to help alleviate sone
of the pressures that were occurring at | ocal
boards of elections and, in sone instances, sone
of the smaller counties.

| will say also that just a few
years ago | stood in front of a classroom of
students -- in fact, it was 2020. | probably
woul dn't be here if it hadn't been for a previous
el ection, which was in 2016. And at that tine
stood in front of a classroom of students who had
Wi tnessed a presidential election cycle unlike
any | had ever seen in ny lifetine.

One problemw th that, in teaching a
bunch of 16-year-olds and having chil dren that
were 16, was that was really the only
presidential election that they had witnessed in

their lifetime that they coul d conprehend.
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And during that tinme a phrase was
used in 2016, which was that an el ection was
illegally stolen froma candidate. |It's the
first tinme | had heard that phrase and any
credibility or support behind it. And it was
illegally stolen fromTed Cruz in the |owa
caucuses.

Here we sit, seven years later, with
secretaries of state being threatened to find
11, 000 votes, and vice presidents of the
United States are threatened to be assassi nated.

So | believe that setting a m nimm
staffing criteria for the boards of elections
that hold up our denobcracy is not only necessary,
it's essential. And we can go along with passing
this legislation. | will vote aye. | encourage
everyone to do so.

And | al so encourage everyone to
push back agai nst the false narrative that
el ections are not free and fair, and to reject
t he toxi c nessaging of voter fraud that is
paral yzi ng our country.

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

Manni on to be recorded in the affirmati ve.
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 17, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 18,
Senate Print 645, by Senator Mannion, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk, why do you rise?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,
M. President. N ce to speak to you again

Wul d t he sponsor yield for sone
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Long tine
no speak.

Senat or Manni on, would you like --
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will the sponsor yield?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, how many people per capita in
New York State have denonstrated experience in
el ection adm nistration or other public
managemnment , operations, or adm nistrative
experience in the public, nonprofit, or private
sector?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thr ough you,
M. President, this is the | east popul ar gane
show in the history of the State of the New York
Senate. | have no idea.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | asked the --

asked the question because this is a
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gqualification witten out in your bill between
lines 7 and 10. And to shorten it up, you've
gotten a pretty narrow definition here for what
the qualifications are. You're significantly
narrowi ng the definition for what's required of
an el ections conmm ssi oner.

| "' mwondering if consideration was
given and if you can give anything back to this
body for how many New Yorkers exist that woul d
neet the qualifications as you' ve -- as you' ve
witten them here.

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thr ough you,

M. President, what's set forth in the bill is
that the Board of Elections would establish
criteria so that elections comm ssioners would be
of a certain level, of a certain quality.

And t hose qualifications are not
necessarily extensive. Al that is listed in the
bill, if I understood the Senator's question
correctly, would be that an individual would be a
regi stered voter, they would be enrolled in a
party, they would be a nonhol der of public
office. Those who neet that criteria.

And then what the bill sets forth is

that an individual that would serve as el ections
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conmi ssi oner woul d have sonme m ni mum | evel of
criteria that would be set by the Board of
El ecti ons of New York State

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, the narrow
set of qualifications that I'mlooking to zero in
on here isn't sonething that we're giving over to
the State Board of Elections to figure out at a
narrow date. |It's what you've witten in this
bill here as a qualification: Needing to
denonstrate experience in election admnistration
or other public nanagenent, operations, or
adm ni strative experience in the public,
nonprofit, or private sector.

l"msinply looking to get a feel for
how many peopl e have one of those things on their
resume in New York State.

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thr ough you,
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M. President, if |I'munderstanding the correct
section of the bill, this would be qualifications
that a current el ections conm ssioner woul d have,
and therefore allow themto continue in that
role, which they would be grandfathered in for
that term But beyond that, that would all ow
themto neet that mnimumecriteria.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you. And
t hrough you, M. President, if the sponsor would
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | -- | appreciate
that -- that response. And it's good to know
that at |east the -- the current comm ssioners

t hat we have existing now have that on their
resume and will still continue to qualify at
| east for that.

In line 15, what skills
specifically -- and you -- you line out the
skills required. Wat skills would soneone have

to have in order to be a conmm ssioner of a board
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of elections in New York State?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thr ough you,

M. President. | should include that this |ist
are just -- this list is just exanples of
possibilities of having adm nistrative qualities.
But it's neant to be nore expansive than that.
These are just a list of certain attributes that
may be hel pful in showi ng that an individual
woul d be a good adm ni strator.

And therefore, these also are
exanples that are set forth towards the New York
State boards of elections in determ ning what
criteria mght be hel pful for an individual that
ends up being an el ecti ons comm ssi oner.

Remenber that the New York State
boards of elections are represented by both
Denocrats and Republicans, and they woul d have to
cone to a consensus, a reasonable consensus of
the mninumcriteria that individuals who woul d
serve as el ections conm ssioner woul d need.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR MANNI ON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Yeah, |
understand this isn't a direct prescription.
Such qualifications shall -- shall be prescribed
by the board only after consideration of skills
and know edge.

And it specifically -- through you,
M. President, the definitions as you've witten
them here, with -- with a purpose, | would
i mgine -- the definition of skill, what skills
did you have in mnd for the Board of Elections
to consider?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thr ough you,

M. President, this is supposed to be expansive.
We want people of quality who woul d be running
boards of elections. And | think by and |arge,
if we went across the state right now, we would
find that that is happening. So it really is
open-ended, and these are exanples that are
written.

As far as the skills that go, 1've
al ready articulated that we need sonebody who can

manage a budget. W need sonebody who has
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adm ni strative skills, that can oversee staff.
And currently there is a process in case that
doesn't happen, but this sets the m ni num
criteria. And it would be set by the Board of
El ecti ons.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: In the sane |ine,
line 15, you nmention know edge. Wat know edge
woul d soneone have to display to the Board of
El ections in order to becone a comm ssioner in
New Yor k State?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thr ough you,

M. President, that would be determ ned by the
New York State Board of Elections in a bipartisan
manner .

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Do you i magi ne
there would be a -- a test of know edge or of
skill?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thr ough you,

M. President, that would be determ ned by the
New York State Board of Elections in a bipartisan
manner .

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wy -- why woul d
we want Board of Elections working on this with a
deadline that is in an election year where this
chanber is all up for reelection?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thr ough you,
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M. President, | believe that there is no
correl ati on between the date that is set and an
el ection date. It is nmerely to provide tine
enough for the Board of Elections to devel op that
criteria and also to allow current elections
commi ssi oners, who probably woul d al ready neet
that criteria, to continue to serve.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So on line 3 of
this bill, it says no later than Decenber 31,
2024. That would be the year that we're al
up -- I'1l ask again. Wy would we want Board of
El ections to be working on creating a process
here that has new requirenents for comm ssioners
of the boards of elections in an el ection year
where this chanber is all up for reelection?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thr ough you,

M. President. That would be after the tine of
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the election in Novenber. So |I'mnot sure.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: When woul d
this -- if this is signed into |law, when would
this law go into effect?

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thr ough you,

M. President, | believe the law would go into
effect imrediately, if |I renmenber correctly.
That the Board of Elections would start to
develop that criteria, and then it would -- the
part regarding the mnimumcriteria that's
established by the Board of El ections would be
initiated in Decenber of 2024.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,

M. President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wal czyk on the bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So on that |ast
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piece, M. President, | think it's somewhat
problematic to tal k about changing the rules or
the requirenments for what a board of el ections
commi ssioner -- what the qualifications are for a
board of elections comm ssioner in a year --
which is 2024, and they woul d have to conpl ete
this process, | understand, after Election Day in
2024. No later than, so they're absol ute.

And not that governnent doesn't
al ways nove quickly; in this case, they may. But
no later than the end of Decenber in 2024, which
is the year that this chanber is up for
reelection in our -- in our two-year term Wi ch
| think could be problematic.

But | don't believe -- overall, |'ve
got a problemw th this piece of legislation
because | don't believe that we should be
creating a political class of boards of
elections -- of individuals that are
conmi Ssi oners.

We need public servants who have
gqualifications like integrity, enfranchisenment in
their heart, fairness in their soul. And I
reject the idea that county conm ssioners are

unqual i fied, need to be better test takers, need
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to nmeet requirenents that Al bany requires of

t hem

For over 200 years, this system has
worked well. And | think if -- you know, hearing
t he thoughts of my colleague in his -- in his

| ast speech about changing El ection Law, yeah, |
think you're -- you're absolutely right to point
out that we need to encourage people to know t hat
there's a fair system

One way that you can underm ne the
idea that our elections are free and fair
currently is to say our board of elections
commi ssioners in New York State are unqualified,
and that's why we have to change the law, in
order to make sure that they're fully qualified
to do their job. Well, that doesn't give people
a lot of faith.

| have a lot of faith in the hard
job that our elections comm ssioners do. | think
we'd make that job a ot easier if we didn't
change the El ection Law 200 tines a year so
they' re always scranbling to figure it out. And
there's now a list of qualifications that we're
going to prescribe in this chanber or we're going

to delegate to the State Board of El ections
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that's going to change that fact.

So with that said, M. President,
"1l be voting no, and | encourage ny col |l eagues
to do the sane.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 18, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng,
Lanza, Martins, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
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i s passed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 76,
Senate Print 604, by Senator Skoufis, an act to
amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ashby, why do you rise?

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,
M. President. WII the sponsor yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCOR SKOUFI S: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thr ough you,
M. President, are there any active state
i nportation prograns up and running right now?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
M. President, | count seven states that have
pendi ng prograns where the state | egislatures
have enacted simlar inportation prograns that
are waiting for federal approval.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

405

yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: What type of
funding does a programlike this require? And is
it enunerated in this bill?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,

M. President, this is cost-neutral to the

t axpayers. Any revenue that woul d be needed for
the operations of this inportation program would
cone fromthe whol esal er fees.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,

M. President. WII the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thr ough you,

M. President, has DOH been consulted at all with

the inplenmentation of this bill?
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SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,

M. President, | have not personally had
conversations. | can't speak for the other
st akehol ders who have been invol ved.

But | can point -- you know, context
is inmportant here. And | want to thank the
19 col | eagues from across the aisle who supported
this bill |ast session.

There's significant Republican
history to this proposal in the sense that the
U.S. Congress passed enabling legislation in
2003, signed by then President George Bush. The
Trunp administration actually were the ones that
enacted the final rule-naking to the federa
program here.

And I'Il point to a recent statenent
fromthe Florida secretary of health, the
equi val ent of what we have here at the DOH, who
noted -- Republican-appointed -- in nost if not
all cases the drugs that we're | ooking at
inmporting are at | east 50 percent |ess expensive
than prescriptions they could find in the
United States.

And so, you know, | would -- now,

| ook, | would just point ny coll eague to what
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could be the notivation of the opponents here,
and really there's only one, and that's the
domestic drug manufacturers. One can only wonder
why t hey woul d oppose this bill.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,

M. President. WII the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thr ough you,

M. President. To -- to that point, it's ny
understanding that the federal rule only allows
for inmportation from Canada. |Is that correct?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,

M. President. As it stands right now, that is
correct.

There's nothing in the federal |aw
that was enacted that limts the inportation to
strictly Canada. That's what the FDA has -- the
paranmeters they've set up. As it stands right
now, there's nothing that stops them from

tomorrow or next nonth expanding that |ist of
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eligible countries.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thr ough you,
M. President. Has Canada, to your know edge,
expressed any reserve or concern about their
supply and being able to fulfill these orders?

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thr ough you,
M. President, it is my understandi ng that Canada
has expressed sone reservation about inportation
progranms |ike this. | -- 1 don't know exactly
the details or what nmake up that reservation

But certainly, you know, it's our
job to |l ook out for New Yorkers, and | respect
t hat the Canadi an government m ght have different
priorities.

SENATOR ASHBY: Thank you,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
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you, Senator Ashby.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 76, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, @Gllivan, Lanza,
Stec and Wl czyk.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
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no further business at the desk.

adj ourn unti |

at 11: 00 a. m

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to

t omorrow, Wednesday, January 18t h,

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On

notion, the Senate stands adjourned until

Wednesday, January 18th, at 11:00 a.m

adj our ned.)

(Wher eupon, at 5:45 p.m, the Senate
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