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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: I n the absence of
clergy, let us bow our heads in a nonent of
silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

THE PRESI DENT: Readi ng of the
Jour nal .

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
January 9, 2023, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday, January 8,
2023, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

THE PRESI DENT: Wt hout objection,
t he Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
at this tinme | nove to adopt the Resol ution
Cal endar .

THE PRESI DENT: Al'l those in favor
of adopting the Resolution Cal endar please
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The Resol ution
Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: There is a
Concurrent Resolution at the desk. | ask that
the resolution be read inits entirety and nove
for its i medi ate adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution

174, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, Concurrent
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Resol ution of the Senate and Assenbly providing
for a joint assenbly for the purpose of receiving
a nmessage fromthe Governor.

THE PRESI DENT: Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we take up
t he readi ng of the cal endar, pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 2,
Senate Print 136, by Senator Krueger, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

THE PRESI DENT: Lay it aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 6,
Senate Print 585, by Senator May, an act to anmend
t he El ection Law

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

THE PRESI DENT: Lay it aside.
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THE SECRETARY:

Senate Print 587, by Senator Conrtie,

anend the El ection Law.

THE PRESI DENT:

section.

THE SECRETARY:
act shall
shal | have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT:

Cal endar Nunber 7,

an act to

Read t he | ast

Section 2. This

take effect on the 180th day after it

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT:
results.
THE SECRETARY:

Cal endar Nunber 7,

negative are Senators Borrell o,

Murray, Qoeracker,

Weber and Wei k. Al so Senator
Ayes, 49. Nays,
THE PRESI DENT:
THE SECRETARY:
Senate Print 609, by Senator
amend the El ection Law.
SENATOR LANZA:
THE PRESI DENT:

THE SECRETARY:

O Mara, Ott,

Hoyl man,

Announce t he

In relation to

those Senators voting in the

Hel mi ng, Lanza,

Stec, Wl czyk,
Rhoads.
12.

The bill is passed.
Cal endar Nunber 8,

an act to

Lay it aside.
Lay it aside.

Cal endar Nunber 10,
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Senate Print 611, by Senator Mayer, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

THE PRESI DENT: Lay it aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 11
Senate Print 612, by Senator Mayer, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 11, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Hel m ng, Lanza, Mattera, Miurray, Oberacker,
O vara, Ott, Rhoads, Wber and Weik. Al so
Senator Borrello.

Ayes, 49. Nays, 12.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 12,

Senate Print 613A, by Senator Myrie, an act to
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amend the Tax Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 13,
Senate Print 614, by Senator Myrie, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 13, those Senators voting in the

negative are Senators Borrello, @Gllivan,
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Hel m ng, Mattera, Mirray, Oberacker, O Mara,
Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedisco, Wber and Wi k.
Al so Senator Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick

Ayes, 47. Nays, 14.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 15,
Senate Print 617, by Senator Myrie, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Read t he | ast
section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Borrello to
explain his vote.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President.

You know, this is not a bad idea,
but unfortunately good ideas and bad i deas often
come out of Albany with no funding to execute
them as are a lot of these bills. And after
10 years in county government, | can tell you

t hat unfunded mandates are crippling, especially
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on small comunities.

So we m ght have sonme great ideas; |
real ly suggest we put noney behind the great
i deas. The bad ideas we should just not do.

But thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Borrello is
recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 15, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o, Mirray, Rhoads,
Weber and Wei k. Also Senator O Mara.

Ayes, 55. Nays, 6.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 16,
Senate Print 619, by Senator Krueger, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

THE PRESI DENT: Lay it aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 17,
Senate Print 644, by Senator Mannion, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

THE PRESI DENT: Lay it aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 18,
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Senate Print 645, by Senator Mannion, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

THE PRESI DENT: Lay it aside.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we now nove
to the reading of the controversial cal endar,
pl ease.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 2,
Senate Print 136, by Senator Krueger, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Rhoads.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
M. President. WII the Senator yield to a
guestion?

SENATOR KRUEGER.  Happi | v,
M. President. Good norning.

SENATOR RHOADS: Good nor ni ng.

| notice in the bill that there's a
di screpancy between how much New York City

i nspectors are paid versus inspectors in the rest
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of the state. What's the justification for that?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So for New York
Cty, it actually sets an anount.

And for New York State, the rest of
the state, it leaves it to county option, as |ong
as it's at least the $300 a day base. So they
can go up to the level of New York Cty or not,
as they wi sh.

SENATOR RHOADS: Wiy is the anount
for New York Gty -- oh, sorry. WII the Senator
yield, continue to yield?

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor

yi el d?
SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.
THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.
SENATOR KRUEGER: So | think this
bill dates back two years now. And the problem

that we've been having in the City of New York is
actual ly finding enough people to do these jobs.
You know, these are incredibly
demandi ng jobs, as we all know t hroughout the
state. In New York City our polls open at 6 a. m
| don't think that is statew de, but they do open
at 6 am They close at 9 p.m So our workers

are actually expected to be there by 5:00 in the
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norni ng and stay there till probably 10:00 at
ni ght .

So you're tal king about
16-to- 18- hour days. Ganted, it's only a couple
of days a year, but these are enornously | ong
days. And we are finding it very difficult to
find workers.

And so | know our previous mayor --
granted, we have a new mayor now. But our
previ ous nayor at the time I was working on this
bill was like, "I have noney to give the Board of
El ection so they can get their job done, but no

one's asking nme for it. And technically they
didn't have the power to raise the anounts
wi t hout the state acting.

So we started to work on that bill,
and those were the nunbers that we thought were
reasonable for the City of New York, which
t hi nk nost of you know is a tad nore expensive in
everyt hing than anywhere else in the state.

So then | had other coll eagues
asking me to do this statew de because of simlar
probl enms, but we decided not to go beyond a

certain base for the rest of the state. But if

that county then chooses to go up, of course they
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can.
SENATCOR RHOADS: Wul d the Senat or
continue -- will the sponsor continue to yield?
THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you.

The question was -- for ne, the
guestion was, why is the amount in New York City
fi xed as opposed to the rest of the state having
the ability to have a m ni mumthreshol d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So would the City
of New York |ike to go above that.

| think if the Gty of New York cane
back to the Legislature and said "W want to go

even higher," we would probably say fine. The
City of New York has a large staff who conme to
the Legislature and | obby for themall the tine.
So if they are open to that, | amsure we would
be open to considering that al so.

SENATCOR RHOADS: W1l the Senator
continue to yield?

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor

yi el d?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Was this bill

contenplated in conjunction with Senate Bill 609,

which is No. 8 on today's cal endar?

SENATOR KRUEGER: They all went
t hrough the Elections Conmrittee. W held a
series of hearings around the state on things
t hat needed to be changed for elections, |ed by
the chair of our Elections Comm ttee, Senator
Myrie. And many, many different proposals were
brought to us in testinony. | think both of
t hese proposals were testified about in the
vari ous heari ngs.

But no, | don't think
Senat or Hoyl man and | specifically ever tal ked
about these two bills in relationship to each
ot her. Although he has a better nenory than ne,
so if he wants to stand up and correct nme, he
can.

SENATOR RHOADS: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.
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THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHQOADS: My -- ny concern,
Senator, is that if 136 were to pass and becone
law, in nmy reading of both bills there's no
provision for splitting the $300 -- or $350 in
the Gty of New York -- if there's split tine, so
t hat both would be getting the $300 or $350 even
t hough they're doing eight hours work as opposed
to 15 hours work, 16 hours work.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | understand the
guestion. | appreciate that.

So | think nmy intent was for it to
be on a full day. And if | -- if I"mcorrect or
incorrect on that, I amactually quite confident
t hat through chapter amendnent we can clarify
t hat .

SENATOR RHOADS: And will the
sponsor continue to yield?

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: Wuld -- would the
Senat or consi der w thdraw ng and anmendi ng

Senate 136 to nmake it clear, rather than fixing
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it later through a chapter amendnment which we nmay
or may not get to?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So | think that
we have it on the calendar today, | think it's an
inmportant thing to try to do. It is of course
extrenely early in the session, so | can actually
tell you that we probably have nore than enough
time to bring back a second version of the bil
to the floor and correct it that way, and not
have to worry about the chapter anmendment
guesti on.

Usual |y a chapter amendment question
comes up when you and | have this kind of
debate -- excuse me, M. President -- on the |ast
day of session, as opposed to on the second day
of session. So | actually think there would be
time to nake changes in this bill before the end
of session.

But speaking for myself, | would
| ove for us to be able to nove this package of
el ection reforms and board of election reforns
t oday.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senat or .

Wul d the Senator continue to yield
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to one additional question?

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor

yi el d?
SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, of course.
THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.
SENATOR RHOADS: Again with respect
to -- as Senator Borrello brought up, with
respect to an earlier point -- the issue of cost.
|s there any -- do we have any idea as to what

the cost to boards of elections would be
associated with this bill?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Qur projections
are approximately $17 mllion across the state.
Al though it's tricky to know for sure, because we
put a base for everything outside New York City.
But of course those counties could decide to go

above the base, and then of course the cost woul d

be nore.

But 1'd say our estimate is
approximately 17 mllion annual -- um-- yes,
annual | vy.

SENATCOR RHOADS: And as an
attorney, this is the next |ast question.

(Laughter.)

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
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yi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: He can have nore
than the next to the | ast question, yes,
M. President.

(Laughter.)

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

(I naudi bl e di scussion.)

SENATCOR RHOADS: Yeah, | nean,
wth --

SENATOR KRUEGER: There's sone nean
peopl e in here.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR RHOADS: Wth a -- and as
correctly pointed out, with a split shift, and
obvi ously that could increase to $34 mllion,

t heoretically.

SENATOR KRUEGER: l"mquite
confident that if for some reason we ended up in
the situation where there was split shift, that
the intention for nyself was that this would be a
full day's pay, so recording that cost also. So
| don't believe that we woul d nove forward
t hrough the both houses with it being double
that, but rather adjusting for the reality if

there are split-shift assignnents.
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SENATCOR RHOADS: And third fina
guesti on.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: | s there any
intention to provide any of the counties with
funding at some point in time to cover the cost
of $17 mllion -- or 34 mllion -- projected
based upon the effect of the bill?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So the plus al so
of doing this bill at the very begi nning of
session is we haven't even started our
di scussi ons about the budget yet. And this house
has a history of working to add additional noney
to the state budget in appropriation | anguage to
provi de counties with additional funds they need
for election changes. Because we have been
maki ng many el ection changes in the |ast several
years, and we have comm tted and been successf ul
in noving additional noney to the counties to pay
for those things.

So | would Iove to work with you on

maki ng sure that we appropriated correct nonies
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to the counties for all the different proposals
that we're making to inprove people's ability to
vote in all of our counties.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
Senat or .

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Are there any other
Senators wishing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 2, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Ashby, Borrello, Gllivan,
Hel m ng, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara, Ott, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 48. Nays, 13.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 6,

Senate Print 585, by Senator May, an act to anend

t he El ection Law
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Wl czyk.
SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,

M. President. Wuld the sponsor yield for sone

guesti ons.
THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?
SENATOR MAY: Yes, | woul d.
THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.
SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you. Good
norning still. Yeah, good norning.

M. President, through you, what
problemis this legislation trying to solve?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, this legislation is designed to
solve a very sinple problem which is right now,
if there is an election comm ssioner who is
failing at the job, the only way to renpve t hat
conmmi ssioner is for the Governor to do it. That
has proven cunbersone, not al ways possible to
make happen. And this creates one nore avenue
for the renoval of an el ections conm ssioner who

is not doing the job.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wiy are we taking
it upon ourselves as the Legislature, in this
case, to take over a role and decide how the
Governor is going to -- to not do this job
anynore? Wy have we decided that this is going
be the State Board of Elections that handles it?

SENATOR MAY: So we -- through you,
M. President, we are not assumng the
responsibility for renoving el ections
commi ssioners, we are sinply creating one
addi ti onal means of doing this.

And | will say the reason that | am
carrying this bill is because | used to represent
two counties that were part of the old
Congressional District 22, where there was a race
in 2020 in which the judge struggled for nonths
totry to figure out what the outcone of that

race shoul d be, because el ections conmi ssi oners

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

238

in all the relevant counties had nmade errors and
some had made truly egregious errors. But there
was no nmechanismto renove these el ections
commi ssioners so that they would not go back to
doing the job as badly as they had been doing it
bef or e.

So this creates one mechani sm
and -- and honestly, a nore fair mechanismand a
bi parti san nechani sm for renoving el ections
conmi Ssi oners.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to

yi el d.
THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?
SENATOR MAY: | do.
THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.
SENATOR WALCZYK: | appreciate the
sponsor bringing up the -- the | ocal anecdote

that affected near her home. Wbuld you describe
for the body whether the current process was able
to renmove the el ections comm ssioner that you say
had egregi ous m sconduct, or the way that you put
it?

SENATOR MAY: So I"Il -- 1"l
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answer it in tw ways, through you,
M. President.

Eventually they were renoved. It
was a lengthy and difficult process. But it
really doesn't matter what happened in that one
case. This is creating a general process that
is, I think, nore fair and -- and relies upon
peopl e who are close to and understand the
El ection Law and the -- the issues involved,
rat her than having to go to the Governor, who nmay
be di sengaged fromthis particular issue.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wiy coul dn't we
continue to rely on the duly el ected Governor,
sonmeone who's been sel ected by the people of the
State of New York in a free and fair election, to
continue, even in the instance that was
described, to follow the process that's laid out

before us in renmoving an el ecti ons conm ssi oner?
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SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President. | think we're all famliar with
t he case of Jason Schofield in Renssel aer County,

who resigned before pleading guilty to election

fraud. Wat if he had not resigned? There would

have been a situation where the Governor would
have to step in and renove that person. And in
this case, the Governor being a Denocrat and
M. Schofield being a Republican, it would have
been -- there woul d have been accusations of
parti sanshi p and who knows what.

So having the Governor solely in
charge of this process actually injects politics
into the process that this is intended to pul
out of the process.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Are -- are you
aware that there's a nove to renpove the partisan

bal ance that currently -- that partisan bal ance
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and structure that currently exists within our
Board of El ections?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, would you please clarify that
guestion?

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, there's a bill on the agenda today
that woul d renove the requirenment that Denocrat
and Republican co-comm ssioners exist, instead
nmovi ng nore towards a professional and
nonparti san way to run our el ections.

| was wondering if the sponsor was
aware that there is a novenent to renove the
parti san nature and bal ance in our Board of
El ecti ons.

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, could you please clarify which
bill you're tal king about?

SENATOR WALCZYK: vell, I --

t hrough you, M. President, I'd rather stick to
the -- to the bill that we're on right now
currently. W'IIl debate that bill in its due
time with its due sponsor. | just wanted to know

whet her you were aware that there was a novenent

to renmove the partisan bal ance in boards of
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el ecti ons.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
in deference to Senator Wil czyk, he is correct.
Let's keep the debate on this bill and the
substance of the paper before us, and Senator My
wi |l be happy to answer questions about her bill
not about another menber's bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

And t hrough you, M. President, if
t he sponsor woul d continue to yield.

SENATOR MAY: I will.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d? The sponsor yi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: How woul d t he
Board of El ections define inconpetence?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President. The Board of Elections can issue
regul ati ons that make these definitions. They
can al so use past precedent to -- to rmake these
ki nds of deci sions.

But to be honest, they are far
better positioned to do so than the Governor is.
So | believe they are the right people to nake
t hat determ nation

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
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M. President, if the sponsor would continue to

yi el d.
THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?
SENATOR MAY: | do.
THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.
SENATOR WALCZYK: Wel |, the sponsor
of this bill has pointed out a | ocal case in

whi ch the Governor did apply some of these terns
and definitions in making the determnation to
elimnate or renove a Board of El ections
comm ssioner. | wonder if the sponsor could tel
us the definition, as she's witten in this bill,
of m sconduct as the Boards of Elections should
interpret it.

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President. Again, it's one of those things
that you know it when you see it. But certainly
t he el ecti ons comm ssioners would know and be
able to codify what that -- what constitutes
m sconduct .

But for exanple, in one of the
counties in that congressional district, sone --
wel | over 2,000 people showed up and regi stered

to vote in a tinely fashion, but the el ections
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commi ssi oners had sonehow arbitrarily decided
that they weren't going to put new registrants on
the rolls anynore. And so when those people who
had duly registered to vote showed up to vote,
they -- their names were not on the voting |ist.
So this is one reason why, in a race

t hat was deci ded by about a hundred votes, we

will never know if that outcome actually
reflected the will of the voters. It was a
pretty clear case of m sconduct on the -- on the

part of el ections conm ssioners.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Through you, M. President, if the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: | do.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: I"'m-- 1'm
wondering if you could explain how the Board of
El ections may define "good cause" differently
t han the Governor would in this case, and how
they will define "good cause" when renoving a
conmi ssi oner of the Board of Elections.

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
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M. President, there's no reason why they would
necessarily define it differently. This is just
creating an additional set of eyes that can make
t hat determ nation

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Who could bring a
conpl aint that would be forwarded to the Board of
El ections and ultimately allow themto nmake a
determ nati on whether to renove a conm ssioner of
the Board of Elections or not? Wo can nove a
conpl aint forward?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President, the Boards of El ections would nmake

t hat decision on their own. | -- | assune they
could -- they might hear from people and make --
and -- and be pronpted to make that deci sion.

But we have set up a fair process
where the person who is being accused of this

m sconduct woul d have the opportunity to -- to
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know what the charges were and to be heard in
t heir defense.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: | do.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: So if I'm
understanding that correctly, any citizen in the
State of New York that has an issue with the way
that their board of elections conm ssioner --
they either view themto be inconpetent, have
some kind of m sconduct or have good cause, could
bring a conplaint forward with Board of El ections

and have a determi nation nade by the State Board,

if this bill is enacted, as to whet her that
conmi ssioner will be renoved or not? |s that
correct?

SENATOR MAY: M. President, |
believe that's true.

Through you, M. President, a
citizen could make the Board of El ections aware

of -- of msconduct that they believe has
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occurred, but they do not have a right to get a
determ nation. It would be up to the Board of
El ections to nake that -- to decide whether it
was worthy of having this process.

But | think we've set up a fair
process where they would, as | said, you know,
t he person gets due process and it would have to
be decided by a nmajority of the comm ssioners,
whi ch neans a bi partisan deci sion.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Through you, M. President, if the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: Sur e.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: What triggers
woul d cause the State Board of Elections to
consider or hear a case? Wuld it be the nature
of inconpetence, msconduct or good cause, as
t hey' ve been | oosely defined in this bill, or the
mass nunber of citizens of the State of New York
if they've heard from20 citizens or 200 citizens
about sone of these things? O is it just one

case where it would be a good cause or sone |eve
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of inconpetence?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President. W're not setting up any new
process here, it is just a different group of
peopl e who can nmake the determi nation. But the
process is the sane as it would be with the
Governor. And -- and they -- they can determ ne
what the threshold should be, but we are not
setting what the threshold would be.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to

yi el d.
THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?
SENATOR MAY: | do.
THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.
SENATOR WALCZYK: "' mnot aware --
and perhaps you could nmake ne aware. |'m not

aware of any threshold that exists in the current
process that the Governor uses, that this is held
in the executive branch and is sonething that a
duly el ected Governor could decide, but something
that | think we should consider here.

If there's -- if there is threshol ds

that the Governor uses in the current process
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that you reference, would you -- would you put

those forward for us to consider here today?
SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President, there are not set rules for this

right now So it is pretty arbitrary. | think

this would actually rmake it nore fair and nore

transparent and -- and nore bipartisan, as | have

sai d before.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: Sur e.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor yields

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Can you wal k me through the hearing
process a little bit, as you envision it with
this enacted with the State Board of Elections?
So a -- a conmi ssioner is accused of
i nconpet ence, m sconduct or good cause to have
any of those. What type of defense would they
have to have? Were would they appear?

SENATOR MAY: I'1'l read from what

have here. The bill requires that before
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removal , the local election conm ssioner nust be
given a witten copy of the charges agai nst them
and have an opportunity to be heard in their
defense so that the process matches what al ready
occurs when the Governor renobves a conm sSioner.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: It's exactly that
line that I was |ooking for qualification on.

So when we say "charges agai nst him
or her" and "have an opportunity to be heard in

his or her defense,"” where does that hearing
happen at the State Board of Elections, who's
present, and how does that process work?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, it would be an adm nistrative
procedure. And once again, | will reiterate that
the State Board of El ections would set the

gui delines and the -- the procedures in advance.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
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yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: As this is
consi dered an admi nistrative procedure, would the
el ections conm ssioner froma |ocal county
el ections be able to have | egal defense at this
heari ng?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, yes.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: | do.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Who sits on
the -- on the dais in this hearing, playing judge
and -- and jury in this instance?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President, it would be the State Board of
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El ections commi ssioners, who are duly confirned,

and they would make the rules in a bipartisan

f ashi on.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Martins.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President,
will the sponsor yield for a few questions?

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

You know, | just had a question
about the term"duly confirned." Can you
describe for us -- M. President, through you --

what that term means?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, so the State Board of Elections is
made up of an equal nunber of comm ssioners from
both parties. And | confess |I don't know the
exact process by which they are confirned. But
we' re checki ng.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Thank you.

M. President, through you, if the

sponsor woul d continue to vyield.
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THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor

yi el d?
SENATOR MAY: | do.
THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.
SENATOR MARTI NS: See, ny concern
is that there are -- there is a process in place

to actually confirm nmenbers of the Board of
Elections. And it is not uncomon for nenbers of
t he Board of El ections conmi ssioners to be
hol dovers, to not be confirnmed. And therefore,
woul d ask if the sponsor has taken into
consideration the eventuality that there are
menbers who are nenbers of the Board of El ections
who are not duly confirmed, and what that would
mean in the context of your proposed |egislation.

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, we can take a | ook at that
guestion. It was not one that had occurred to us
inthe witing of the bill. But it seens |ike
sonmet hing that can easily, you know, be taken
into account.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President,
t hrough you, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
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yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: | do.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: So to the -- to
the extent that there may be sonme anbiguity and
confusion with regard to what has been offered as
a bipartisan effort, would it not be best, on a
crucial issue of fairness and bipartisanship and
allowing for the equities of the bill that you

have frankly made a hal |l mark of your proposal --

sorry, M. President, through you -- would it not
be best to withdraw this bill at this time to
address that anbiguity, inthe -- in an effort to

actually ensure that there is bipartisanship
included in this process and so that we are not
l[imting the review by those nenbers of the Board
of Elections who are actually duly confirnmed?
SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President. First of all, doing that would
ensure that there was a partisan process, that
the only process that remained was the partisan
process of an el ected Governor naking this
deci si on.
But | will also reiterate what

Senat or Krueger said, that | believe that there
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is plenty of time and | eeway to -- to address
this very narrow question on the bill after we
pass it.

SENATCOR MARTI NS: M. President, on
the bill.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Martins on
the bill.

SENATOR MARTI NS: And | thank the
sponsor, of course.

Again, just the nature of what we're
asking here would actually -- because of that
particul ar phrase, would actually change the
tenor of this bill. I1f we only have two nenbers
of the Board of Elections who are duly confirned,
or one, are we actually going to | eave the
process to that one or two individuals wthout
havi ng t he necessary bal ance that we woul d expect
as a body?

And again, it's a due process issue.
In contrast to the bill that we considered
earlier that had to do with dollars, had to do
wi th whet her or not we would be paying $300 for
ei ght hours or $600 for 16 hours and how t hat
woul d be constituted, this goes to the very point

of this piece of legislation. It's a due process
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i ssue.

And frankly, I'm concerned that,
wi thout clarity on this issue, that we're only
goi ng to have decisions made by not a full board,
not a bipartisan comm ssion, but by individual
menbers who are duly confirned -- as that has not
been defined, but as we know, that there are
menbers of the Board of Elections right now who
are hol dovers and continue to be hol dovers.
They're not duly confirnmed, and therefore we're
limting the scope of who can or cannot nake a
deci si on.

For that reason, M. President, |'l|
be voting nay.

THE PRESI DENT: Are there any other
Senators -- Senator Rhoads.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
M. President. WII the -- will the sponsor
yield to a question?

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: Yes, | wll.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,

Senat or. Good norni ng.
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SENATOR MAY: Sure. Is it norning?

SENATOR RHOADS: It's stil
nor ni ng.

SENATOR MAY: Yup. Good norning.

SENATOR RHOADS: My under st andi ng
of -- of your rationale behind the bill is that

there needs to be other people involved in the
process of deciding whether an el ections
conmi ssi oner conmtted m sconduct and needs to be
renmoved. |s that correct?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, not exactly. The idea is here
there needs to be an additional method avail abl e,
because renmoval by the Governor is -- is actually
extrenely difficult to -- to nake happen.

SENATOR RHOADS: And if the sponsor
woul d continue to yield.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: O course.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: Is that -- is that
because of the Governor's tine, the limts of her
tinme? |Is it because of the limts of her

experience with respect to this particular issue?

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

258

What's the rational e?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, this isn't about this governor, it
i s about any governor.

SENATOR RHQOADS: Any gover nor.

SENATCOR MAY: And | believe it's
al ways better to have people with expertise in
the i ssue being -- naking these, you know,
consequenti al deci sions.

SENATOR RHOADS: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield?

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: There are several
ot her processes and several other positions where
the process is renoval only by the Governor. For
exanple, a district attorney nmay only be renoved
by the Governor. Wuld you consider allow ng
other district attorneys, the state district
attorneys, to decide whether or not an individual
district attorney should be renoved for
m sconduct ?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
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M. President, the -- the question is about
el ections conm ssioners right here. | -- 1 don't
want to get into other offices.

SENATOR RHOADS: WI1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAY: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATCOR RHOADS: The issue is with
respect to a process. You're creating a
precedent through this bill. Wuld you see that
precedent extending to things |like renoval of a
district attorney, renoval of any el ected
official, renoval of a nenber of the Senate?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President, elections conmm ssioners are not
el ected officials in the way that a district
attorney is. So this is really a -- a different
process al together we're tal king about.

SENATCOR RHOADS: On the -- on the
bill.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Rhoads on
the bill.

SENATCOR RHOADS: What we have here
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is a process, as Senator Martins has alluded to,

t hat has not been well thought out in the sense
that we're not sure exactly what the criteria
are, we're not sure what the definitions are with
respect to what constitutes m sconduct or

mal f easance. And we have a process that -- where
we' re nmaking el ections comi ssioners uni que, as
opposed to how the process is for other either
appointed or elected officials to be renoved.

| see no difference between the
renoval of an el ections conmm ssioner and the
removal of a district attorney. If the idea
behind this legislation is that we're going to
give others a voice so that the power is not
vested in one individual -- regardl ess of what
party that individual is from-- and including
nore people in that process, then that should be
carried out across a nunber of other areas, not
just this one.

And | don't know why we're making
the position of an el ections comi ssioner and
drawing a distinction for that when the sane
process can be applied to many others if it's
such a good i dea.

That's why |I'Il be voting no and
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encourage ny -- ny coll eagues to do so as well.

THE PRESI DENT: Are there any other
Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Helmng to
expl ain her vote.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
M. President.

So |l rise to explain ny reason for a
no vote on the bill before us, which is a
proposal to amend Election Lawin relation to the
removal of an el ections comm ssioner.

M. President, as we clearly heard
t he sponsor state, we have a process in place, a
process in place that works. W are given a

speci fic exanple of how this process has worked.

The second reason why |'I|l be voting
no on this bill is that it's -- it's just a
poorly witten bill. The bill proposes the
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standard for renoval woul d include conpetence --

i nconpet ence, m sconduct or other good cause, but

these ternms are not defined. | don't see them
anywhere in the bill |language. |In fact, when the
bill's sponsor was asked about definitions, the

response was "It's sonmething you know when you
see it."

| would offer that as a | egislative
body, we can do better than that and we need to
start doing better than that. W need to provide
objective definitions. W need to make sure that
our legislation is clear and conci se.

So, M. President, those are just
two of the reasons why | will be voting no on
this | egislation.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Hel m ng
recorded in the negative.

Senat or Wl czyk.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you,

M. President, to quickly explain nmy vote.

| think nmany of the points were nade
in -- in debate. But as Senator Hel m ng points
out, and | think nost of this body has probably
realized, you should probably be pretty

del i berate when you're tal king about sonething as
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serious as renoving a conmmi ssioner of a | ocal
board of elections. That's not a process that
you want to say, gosh, that one tinme that we had
an el ections comm ssioner that didn't work out, |
really wish it was a lot faster, | really w sh
that we had an adm ni strative process that just
coul d have qui ckly renoved that el ections
conmi ssi oner .

And | ook, in that instance, sure,
| ooki ng back, yeah, you want to renobve sonmeone
that's doing wong, preventing us from having
free and fair elections, preventing from
people -- people fromgetting the franchi se that
we all hold so dear and brings us back here or
here for the first tinme.

But you set a very dangerous
precedent when you say, | want this process to be
gui ck and adm nistrative and held on high in
Al bany -- | don't want to have to worry about
j unpi ng through too nmany hoops or having too many
heari ngs or having a Governor who's duty el ected
be involved in it whatsoever, let's just get that
Republ i can conmi ssioner out of there real quick.

M. President, | vote no.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or WAl czyk
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recorded in the negative.
Announce the results.
THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 6, those Senators voting in the negative
are Senators Borrello, Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick
Gl livan, Hel m ng, Lanza, Mattera, Mirray,
O vara, Ott, Rhoads, Rolison, Stec, Tedi sco,
Wal czyk, Weber and Wei k. Also Senator Marti ns.
Ayes, 44. Nays, 17.
THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 8,
Senate Print 609, by Senator Hoyl man-Si gal, an
act to anmend the El ection Law
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Wl czyk.
SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President,
good afternoon. | wonder if the sponsor could

yield for some questions.
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THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: Does the --

(I naudi bl e; | aughter.)

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: | was
taking a picture of nmy friend up in the gallery.

(Laughter.)

THE PRESI DENT: Wait a mnute. |Is
that a yes? Does the sponsor yield?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR HOYLMAN- SI GAL: Thank you.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Di sregard,

M. President. | don't have questions on this
bill, thanks very nuch. But a good afternoon to
you, Ssir.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: M cah
Lasher, who's the director of policy for Governor
Hochul, is in the gallery. And his children and
wife.

THE PRESI DENT: Are there any other
Senators wishing to be heard?

Senat or Rhoads.
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SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you,
M. President. WII the sponsor yield?

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR RHOADS: No pictures?

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR RHOADS: The issue that |
raised with Senator Krueger earlier with respect
to this bill passing and creating the unintended
result, potentially, of having individuals or
county boards of election having to pay $600 or
$700, depending on a 300 or 350 rate -- has there
been any accounting in -- in this particular bill
now that -- now that 136 has passed? Has there
been any accounting in your legislation to adjust
for the fact that there may very well be
increased rates and a split of tinme?

SENATOR HOYLMAN- S| GAL: Yes, thank
you for raising that. Through you,

M. President.

In fact our legislation, if you had

a chance to read it, says the Board of El ections

may enpl oy el ection inspectors or poll workers to
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work split shifts with adjusted conpensation. So
in fact you are able to divide the conpensation
accordingly.

SENATOR RHOADS: Thank you, sir.

Thank you, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Are there any other
menbers -- or Senators wi shing to be heard?
Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is closed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Announce t he
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 61.

THE PRESI DENT: The bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 10,
Senate Print 611, by Senator Mayer, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President, if
t he sponsor -- and good afternoon to you again.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Wl czyk.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Whul d t he sponsor
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yi el d?
SENATOR MAYER: Yes, |'m happy to

yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

Through you, M. President, what's
t he purpose of this bill?

SENATOR MAYER: Wel |, the purpose
of the bill is to address really a -- a |ack of
confidence in all of our boards of elections and
the need to restore confidence for all voters
t hat those that are conm ssioners of boards of
el ections are full-tinme enpl oyees dedicated to
the work that nust be done, and that voters know
that they have the full attention of the
conmi ssi oners.

So that is all the bill does, and
that is what it requires.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.
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SENATOR WALCZYK: When you say
el ections conm ssioners, are you tal king about
state el ections conm ssioners of the State Board
of Elections or are you tal king about | ocal
county el ections comm ssi oners?

SENATCR MAYER: Conmmi ssi oners in
county boards of elections and in the New York
City Board of Election.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Did the New York
State Association of Counties support or request
this | egislation?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President, we have not seen either support or
opposition fromthem

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.
THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
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yi el d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: How nmany of
New York's great 62 counties have requested this
| egi sl ati on by passing resol utions requesting the
Legi slature take action on it?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President, |I'mnot aware of that.

| am awar e, though, of several who
testified at the bipartisan hearings of the
New York State Senate El ections Committee and the
report that was issued in Novenber of 2021. For
exanple, TimPerfetti, vice chair of the
Denocratic Rural Conference, testified in support
of this, as well as others.

So I"'mconfident that if we asked,
on a bipartisan basis, we would find a great deal
of support, but this bill is not dependent on
t hat .

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.
THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor

yi el d?
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SENATOR MAYER: Yes.
THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.
SENATOR WALCZYK: I''mnot famliar
with M. Perfetti. |Is he a conm ssioner of the
board of elections in a particular county in
New Yor k State?
SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,
M. President, | don't believe he's a
commi ssioner. But he testified at public
heari ngs hel d throughout the state for both rural
and urban and suburban counties about the
operations of boards of elections, in which this
was a recommendation of that bipartisan group
SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you. And
" m gl ad the sponsor brought up rural counti es.
Through you, M. President, if the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.
THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?
SENATOR MAYER: Yes.
THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.
SENATOR WALCZYK: Have you ever
heard of Ham Iton County, named after Al exander
Ham | t on?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,
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M. President, yes, of course | have heard of
Ham | t on County.

SENATOR WALCZYK: And t hrough you
M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Do you know how
many residents there are in Hamlton County?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President, | do not know, but | knowit is
smal | .

SENATOR WALCZYK: |'d be happy to
informthe sponsor, M. President, it's alittle
over 5,000 residents -- 5,119 residents in
Ham | t on County.

Through you, M. President, would
t he sponsor continue to yield.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Wy woul d
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Ham [ ton County require two full-tine
conmi ssi oners on the board of elections?
SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,
M. President. The premise of this bill is that
every voter in every county, whether they're in
Ham [ ton County or in Bronx County, is entitled
to have full confidence that the two
commi ssioners, at |east, that are enpl oyees of
the county board of elections take this job
seriously enough, and are paid accordingly, to
work full-time and devote all their energies.
W' ve seen a series of m stakes and
errors by our boards of elections. This is part
of an effort to instill confidence for every
voter, regardl ess of whether they live in a rural
county, an urban county, or a suburban county.
SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.
THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?
SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thank you.

And obviously comng fresh off of a
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debate where we tal ked about how to renove a
conmi ssi oner of board of elections for their
i nconpet ence, m sconduct or good cause, | could
be a little bit sensitive representing a |large
rural area that just the nature that a
commi ssi oner m ght be working part-tinme, is that
that they're automatically inconpetent.

| wondered, who's going to -- who's
going to pay for this?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,
M. President. As Senator Krueger nentioned in
her earlier remarks about a nunber of these
bills, one, we are at the beginning of the budget
process. And we |ook forward to ensuring that as
many of the costs associated with these
i mprovenents and ways to inprove confidence, that
there are funds for them

But alternatively, there are boards
who coul d make choi ces about reallocating their
own resources. This bill does not proscribe
ei t her approach.

SENATOR WALCZYK: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the sponsor continue to
yi el d.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
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yi el d?
SENATOR MAYER: Yes.
THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.
SENATOR WALCZYK: So would it be
the -- the counties that are upgrading their

part-time board of elections conm ssioners --
Ham | ton County, for exanple, 5,000 residents,
only, in my view, in need of part-tine elections
commi ssi oners, and probably not in need of nuch
staff -- is it on the county to then pay two
full-time salaries in Ham|ton County?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

M. President, yes. But that isn't to say that
we won't continue to fight for additional funds.

SENATOR WALCZYK: M. President, on
the bill.

THE PRESI DENT: M. Wal czyk on the
bill.

SENATOR WALCZYK: | appreciate --
and thank you for -- for answering ny questions.
| appreciate it. | think -- and this will cone
up fromtime to tine with legislation on -- on
this floor that has a fiscal inpact. W cal
t hem unfunded nmandates in upstate New York, and

our counties are nore than frustrated with them
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especially when they nake as little sense as this
bill does for particular counties in the State of
New Yor k.

This piece of |egislation hasn't
been requested by the counties, hasn't been
supported by any of our 62 counties, hasn't been
interfaced with the New York State Associ ation of
Counties. And yet a bill that will nake no sense
and really have no bearing on the way that they
ensure -- in Hamlton County there's 5,000
residents that you have to -- to work for when
you're the board of el ections comm ssioner. And
there's 4600, that's -- which is a high
propensity -- registered voters in Hamlton
County. It's not going to take a team of
full-time staff and two commi ssioners that are
just there at their conputer ready to answer
every call and question and every registration
that's comng in the door.

We have to nake responsi ble policy
in this body that fits everyone. And in this
case, rural counties, this doesn't make sense for
sone of them

So the one-size-fits-all doesn't

work for ne because it doesn't work for the seven
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counties that | represent. And that's why | wll
be voting no and encourage ny col |l eagues to do
the sane. Thank you, M. President.
THE PRESI DENT: Senat or St ec.
SENATOR STEC: Thank you. |If the
sponsor woul d yield, please.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor

yi el d?
SENATOR MAYER: Yes.
THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.
SENATCR STEC: Good afternoon,
Senat or .

So | just wanted to nake sure | -- |
heard you correctly. A mnute ago a col | eague
asked a question and your response to it was that
t he purpose of this bill was that -- for, quote,
every voter in every county is entitled to
full-time election conm ssioners. Am| fairly
accurate with that? |Is that your sentinment?

SENATOR MAYER: It's not ny
sentinent. The bill requires that every -- that
two comm ssioners in every county and the
commi ssioners in New York City be full-tine
conmmi ssi oners, Yyes.

SENATOR STEC: | f the sponsor woul d
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continue to yield.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: Did you say a nonent
ago that every voter in every county is entitled
to full-time election conm ssioners?

SENATCR MAYER: Yes, | said that.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you. |If the
sponsor woul d continue to vyield.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR STEC: So did you al so say
that the burden of paying for this mandate in
this legislation would fall to the county
t axpayer and not the state?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,
M. President, as | said previously, the burden
falls on the county. But we as an -- we have an
obligation as legislators to fight to offset the
costs of any county for any of these things, and

we will fight in the budget to get that done.
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SENATOR STEC

continue to yield?

THE PRESI DENT:

yi el d?

SENATOR MAYER:
THE PRESI DENT:

SENATOR STEC

W11l the sponsor

Does the sponsor

Yes.

The sponsor vyi el ds.

Does this

| egi sl ation provide any funding for this mandate?

SENATOR MAYER:

M. President, no.
SENATOR STEC:

continue to yield.

THE PRESI DENT:

Thr ough you,

| f the sponsor will

Does the sponsor

yi el d?
SENATOR MAYER: Yes.
THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.
SENATOR STEC: Al right, thank
you. |I'msure that you're -- you' ve heard of and

you're famliar with and have likely been to

Essex County. W're all going to be focused on

the World University Ganes that are about to

start there in a few days,

excited about it.

and |'m personally

But do you happen to know

approxi mately the popul ati on of Essex County?
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SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,
M. President, again, | don't know the
popul ation. | have been there, and | know t he
popul ation is a | ow nunber. And those voters are
entitled to the same protections as the voters in
my county of a mllion people.

SENATOR STEC: On the bill.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Stec on the
bill.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you very much

Thank you, Senator Mayer.

The popul ation of Essex County is a
little over 37,000 residents. So by conparison
to Ham I ton county, it is a giant. However,
Essex County has had a | ong history of having
part-tinme el ections conm ssioners. They've done
a great job.

As a matter of fact, sone of our
political operatives that like to, on the
other -- on your side of the aisle that like to
venue shop would go after little counties |ike
Essex County to challenge election | aws that they
wanted to go after, including absentee ballots
and -- and access to themand who -- what is and

isn't FA Labl e.
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And yet this little county, with a
part-tinme el ection comm ssioner, was able to fend
off an attack by political operatives, as one of
my col | eagues was tal ki ng about yesterday.

So ny point here being is that it's
not necessary for every county to have a
full-time election conm ssioner. Frankly, it
shoul d be up to themto make that decision on
their own, especially if we are going to require
that they pay for it.

| am al so astounded that just now
we' re tal king about every voter in every county
is entitled to a full-tinme election conm ssioner,
but yesterday this body voted to deny every voter
in every county to have equal access to Suprene
Court proceedings. So | hope you all renenber
yesterday's di scussion and vote accordingly.

"1l be voting in the negative.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,

M. President.

| f Senator Wal czyk woul d pl ease
answer a question for ne.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or WAl czyk,

will you yield for a question?
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SENATOR WALCZYK: 111 yield.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

You referenced Ham | ton County
havi ng 5,000 people and that -- being concerned
about a full-tine board of -- board of elections
conmi ssi oners.

Can you tell me how nmany schoo
districts are in Ham|ton County?

SENATOR WALCZYK: One.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President. |It's interesting, it's reported
as 22 different districts, with only 500
students. So perhaps mny information is wong.

But | think that my colleague's --
and thank you for your answer. That's the only
guestion. My colleague's point about everyone in
every county deserving the sane right to equa
voting -- the reality is in our state, if you
| ook at all kinds of different critical services
that we provide, and we actually often expect
counties to share in the cost of, whether it's
education or voting, the -- the distribution of
popul ation to staff is often radically different.

So we have one school district for

New York City, and | thought the Google report
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was 22 districts for Ham I ton County; perhaps
it's just one. But obviously there's a
di fference in population served in the two
counties, with the recognition of still needing
the correct people running the services for al
t he people in each of these areas, even though
they are enornmously different in size.

Thank you, M. President. | support
this bill and will be voting for it.

THE PRESI DENT: Are there any other
Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

THE PRESI DENT: Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Mayer.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
M. President, to explain my vote.

This -- this bill is in the context
of serious failures of our boards of elections
t hroughout the state, wi thout pointing fingers at

anyone or any party.
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The report and findings of the
Senate Elections Cormittee after their hearings,
whi ch were held on a bipartisan basis throughout
the state, found that -- and | urge you to read
page 5 -- "in the last 18 nonths al one" -- and
this was witten in Novenber of 2021
"New Yor kers have w tnessed numerous
confi dence-shaki ng inci dents where our el ections
have fallen short of the standards we nust
expect." And it goes through them

And they took testinony around the
state, and from anyone who wi shed to be heard.
And a recommendation of this bipartisan group was
to have full-tinme conmm ssioners in every county.

This bill occurs in the context of
the work of this Majority to inprove el ection
access and confidence in the workings of our
boards of elections. W are not punishing
anyone; in fact, we are probably increasing sone
peopl e's sal aries, which they m ght be grateful
for at the end of the day. W wll fight for the
noney.

But this is an effort to restore
confidence and belief that our system of

el ections are fair and just and carried out
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according to the | aw

So I"mproud of the work of this
conference, and |'mvery appreciative that this
bill is again on the calendar. | vote aye.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Mayer to be
recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Borrello.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President, to explain my vote.

|"ve heard a couple of tinmes today
that we'll try to find the noney, we'll fight for
t he noney, and | appreciate that. But again,
comi ng froma decade in county government, | can
tell you that that doesn't often happen. In
Chaut auqua County, where | was county executi ve,
85 cents of every dollar that was collected in
property taxes went to unfunded mandates.

In Erie County, ny friends to the
north, every dollar that's collected in property
t axes goes just to pay the | ocal share of
Medi cai d.

So we can look to find the noney,
but apparently we don't find it very often here
in Albany as we really burden our | ocal

governments. And things |like this are just one
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nore burden. So |I've got to ask, if you think
it's a good idea, let's find the noney before we
put the bill up.

And now, thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK
Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

|''ma new Senator, and | understand
that | have a lot to |earn. However, |istening
to the bills that were proposed yesterday and
today, | think we have to be consistent in the
nmessage that we are -- are conveying. Because in
one sense we're trying to secure el ections and
enfranchi se our voters to nmake sure that their
vote counts, that it is counted properly, that it
is secure, and that the people supervising this
system have checks and bal ances.

Yet yesterday we tal ked about
drop-of f portabl e boxes, and now we're -- and
removed the right, | think, limting the
jurisdiction of our Supreme Court to hear cases
to make it convenient for the voters to have

their conplaints heard. And now today we're
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doing things that are contrary to that.

And again, as it's been stated
our -- our snaller counties have to be considered
in the fact that we are burdening them
financially and not providing the funding to
i npl enent the things that we are dictating from
this body.

W need to be better at having
standards that are reviewable, that are
subj ective -- that are not subjective, excuse ne,
so that we can ensure that we are giving
everybody confidence, giving our voters, our
residents confidence in our election systens.
And | -- | don't think that we've done that well
t oday or yesterday.

And for that reason, | voted no.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick to be recorded in the
negati ve.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 10, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o,

Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Gllivan, Helm ng,
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Martins, Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Rhoads, Rolison, Scarcella-Spanton, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 16,
Senate Print 619, by Senator Krueger, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza.

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent
good afternoon. Wuld the sponsor yield for sone
guestions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger, would you yield for a question?

SENATOR KRUECGER: Yes, indeed |
will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you. Thank
you. Through you, Madam Presi dent.

Coul d the sponsor tell us why she

believes this bill is necessary?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
much. Thank you for the question.

| just want to reference, we passed
it last year on a day | was out sick, so | want
to thank Senator Myrie for playing ny role in
| ast year's discussion. So | look forward to
thi s di scussion today.

So | have been a voter in New York
City since 1983, when | noved to the City of
New York. And | have now observed for that nmany
decades a board of election that doesn't seemto
be able to get us through one election cycle
successfully w thout sone publicized set of
scandal s in our |ocal newspapers and soneti nes
our national newspapers.

And to be honest, it is enbarrassing
to me, as a resident of the City of New York and
a representative in Al bany to cover the City of
New York, that we are the largest city in the
state and yet we don't seemto have an operation
call ed the board of election that seens to be
able to handl e el ecti ons properly.

And | won't spend a |lot of tine,
because we don't have nmuch with the CGovernor

calling us into a State of the State, to read
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t hrough endl ess newspaper reports of the problens
of the New York City Board of Election, other
than to say anyone can Google themor ask nme to
give themthe reports later, or they mght get
the test -- the transcripts fromthe series of
public hearings that our Election Conmittee held
in New York City. | think there were three or
four in the Cty of New York -- okay, we're not
sure about the nunmber. But you can get the
transcri pts and you can hear from peopl e who
testified about the problens.

In a recent New York Tines exposé
about it, it had a series of people who work for
the Board of Elections talking to the New York
Ti mes reporters about the problens that they kept
seeing at the board and the enbarrassing
situations for themthat we weren't prepared.

So | think we're way past the tine
where there's nmuch of a dispute that we need to
prof essionalize the New York City Board of
Election in a way that we can assure al
New Yorkers that we can operate el ections
successfully and effectively and not prevent
peopl e who are entitled to vote fromvoting in

the great City of New York
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SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor vyiel d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Let's stipulate with respect to the
anount of scandal that we've unfortunately
wi tnessed at the Board of Elections.

But through you, Madam President,
why does the sponsor believe that reducing the
nunmber of conmi ssioners from10 to two woul d
sonehow address that -- that -- those scandal s?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Because
technically the conm ssioners are the ones who
are responsi ble for the ineffectiveness of the
City Board of Election.

And | actually think having so many
commi ssi oners has added to the problenms. There's
not a snooth chain of command, so to speak, in
either the professionalization of the staffing,

whi ch is desperately needed, nor is there a nodel
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for comm ssioners to reasonably and easily cone
to agreenent on mmj or decisions that should be
their responsibility. Wen there are 10 of them
there is too much room for dispute and
infighting. And so often, if you' ve ever gone to
or observed a conmi ssion or a neeting at the
Board of Election, they table critical issues,
they don't get to themon tine, or they blane
each other afterwards for whose fault it was.

It's just too many people to try to
run an agency. W don't have 10 comm ssioners of
our fire departnment or our school system or our
heal th departnment, and it just isn't working,
frankly.

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent,
woul d t he sponsor vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Through you, Madam
President. Senator Krueger and | coul d disagree
with respect to the difference between dispute

and di sagreenent and accountability and scandal .
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| just don't see how -- in fact, | would disagree
with the -- the prem se that going from

10 comm ssioners to two woul d sonmehow bring us
a-- nore integrity.

But Madam President, through you, a
nmonment ago in the | ast debate ny good friend and
col | eague Senator Mayer said that every county,
big and small, should have representation on the
board. Through you, Madam President, would
Senat or Krueger agree with that?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do. Although
inthe City of New York, unlike the rest of the
state, five counties now joined together back in
t he 1800s and decided to be one nunicipality.
Again, we don't have five fire departnents, we
don't have five school systenms, we don't have
five police forces. W don't have five mayors.
We have one City of New York. W have one Board
of El ecti on.

And so | think it is nore than
appropriate that we have a systemthat recognizes
it's one Board of Election, one set of state,
federal, and city election |laws that apply in al
five counties. And that the rational approach to

nmoving forward is to go to the nodel that each of
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the other counties in our state have, which is
t wo commi Ssi oners.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

In fact, Senator Wal czyk poi nted out
that Ham I ton County has a population of a little
nore than 5,000 residents. As ny coll eague and
friend across the aisle is aware, the snall est
county in New York City, Staten Island, ny

homet own, has nore than 500, 000 residents. And

yet if this bill beconmes |aw, Senator, Ham |ton
County will have two comm ssioners and
Staten Island -- Ri chnmond County -- would

concei vably have none.

Madam Presi dent, through you, why
does ny col |l eague believe that that is fair and
bal anced?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
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Madam President. Again, we're one city, the Gty
of New York, with one Board of Election, one set
of rules, regulations and |aws that should apply
equally in all five boroughs.

And of course when you're talking
about the delivery of services through the Board
of Election, it's not through two conm ssioners
versus 10 conmissioners, it's the total nunber of
staff there are to operate elections. And
wi t hout counting, |"'mpretty sure New York City's
Board of Election has nore staff than the
Ham |t on County Board of El ection.

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent
woul d t he sponsor vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent. Does the sponsor believe, as |
listened to the fact that there's one nmayor and
one police conmm ssioner and et cetera -- does the
sponsor believe that there should only -- there

shoul d not be five borough presidents in the City
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of New York?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam President, it's an interesting question.
And | think it's a reasonable debate. |It's not
one for us to have on the floor of the Senate,
because of course nunicipal governnment and how it
decides to create its local officials is done
t hrough nunici pal charter, not through the State
of New York or our Constitution.

There have been debates like that in
the Gty of New York. | amold enough to
remenber when we had a different systemwith a
weaker City Council and stronger borough
presi dents, and then we changed that through
charter vote in the Cty of New York

And if the people of the Cty of
New York decide that they don't think they should
have borough presidents, | don't think that wll
be a debate on the floor of this house, but each
of us representing a part of New York City m ght
have our own opinion at that tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Through you, Madam
President. Am| correct in nmy observation that
if this were to beconme law, that at |east three
counties, three boroughs -- and potentially four
boroughs -- within New York City would not have
representation on the board or would not have a
commi ssi oner fromthose respective boroughs?

SENATOR KRUEGER: That is correct.

Again, we're one city. Depending on
how you | ook at the count on even actual el ected
officials, which conm ssioners of the Board of
El ection are not, sone of us wonder whether
Brookl yn actually controls all of New York City
at this point. But that's the decision of the
voters of New York City.

But comm ssioners of the Board of
El ection are not that kind of elected official.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes. O course.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent. The problemw th this
| egi sl ation, though, ny friend, is that this
woul d not be a matter of election, this would be
made by the mayor and | believe the public
advocate and | think sonmeone else. | think
three, the appointing body as defined in this
| egi sl ation. But neverthel ess.

So currently there are 10
commi ssioners. This bill would bring it to two.
Again, we're tal king about New York City, the
nost popul ous -- populated city in -- in Anerica.
Five counties. |If this beconmes |aw, potentially
only one of those counties would have
representati on.

But even nore than that --
Madam Presi dent, through you -- am| correct in
nmy observation that this would potentially al so
remove the deputy director position?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, the executive director, which --
who woul d be noni nated through a process of the

City Council, representing all the boroughs, and
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t hen chosen, could then choose a deputy director.

Again, it is so rare in New York
City that people who are hired into professional,
proficient positions in governnment are given a
litnus test of what address they live at as far
as the borough they live in. [|'mjust not sure
how that is relevant. Because of course the
Board of Election nust inplenment |aws that treat
all voters of New York City, whichever borough
they live in, equally under the sane | aws and
regul ati ons.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: So yes, fromthat
answer, the deputy director position could
potentially go away.

And as ny col | eague knows, that
traditionally the construct has been that the
executive director and the deputy director have

been from each party. And so we're going to
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|l ose, if this becones |aw, just one nore aspect
of bipartisan accountability, and that's
somet hi ng that concerns ne dearly.

| -- 1 also see in this legislation
t hat the executive director can be renmoved
wi t hout cause. Through you, Madam President, why
is that a good idea?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough - -

t hrough you, Madam President, on the first
guestion, there is a constitutional requirenent
for enpl oyees of the Board of Election to have a
bal ance between the parties. Nothing is said
about the boroughs. And that would continue. W
di dn't change anything about the constitutional

di stribution by party.

And on the second question, on
wi t hout cause -- I'mjust checking with our
counsel's office. (Pause.)

Through you, Madam President. The
two comm ssioners would have to agree to renove
the director. So it can be w thout cause in sone
broader sense, but not wi thout the approval of
bot h conmi ssi oners.

SENATOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent, on
the bill.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza on the bill.

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent
| want to thank Senator Krueger for the

di scussi on.

Madam President, | -- | think this
is aterrible idea. The idea that, well, you' ve
got the five largest counties -- or five of the

| argest counties in all of New York State, with
four of those potentially, at |east three of

t hose potentially not having representation on
the Board of Elections, is really the opposite of
what we ought to be doing in terns of fairness,

t ransparency, accountability.

In an institution as inportant as
this -- I'"ve heard ny coll eagues repeatedly talk
about how inportant it is to make sure that we
have free and fair elections and that we have, to
t he best extent possible, independent,
fair-m nded peopl e overseeing those el ections.
Now, the system has not been perfect. But |
think this will nmake it worse.

We tal k about the scandals that you
have. At least with 10 conm ssioners, there are

nore eyes on the problem if you will. There is
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nore give-and-take with respect to the process.
Now we' re going to consolidate power in two
i ndi viduals. Two individuals who m ght not care
as much as about the other four counties as would
people fromthose counties. |[It's common sense.
It's why we have nenbers fromthe Senate
representing each and every part -- al nost
nei ghbor hood -- throughout New York Gty and
New York State. It's a good idea. The nore
representation in our system the better.

| would point out that we're just
not tal king about, with all due respect -- and |
have much love for Hamlton County. W're
tal ki ng about the largest counties in the State
of New York. Each county that conprom ses
New York City, each borough, if it were a
separate city -- an idea which | favor and | ong
have supported, | mght add -- would be the first
or second largest city in the State of New York
And yet we're telling these counties: You wll

no | onger have representation on the Board of

El ecti ons.

| think that is a terrible -- it's a
bad idea. | don't have a crystal ball, but |
don't think you need one to know which will be
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the first county to lose its representation. |
daresay it will be Staten Island. But that's
only one. You've got to go at |east two nore.
Is it going to be Queens? WII it be Brooklyn?
WIIl it be the Bronx? You mght need to go three
nore, with only one standing. 1'Il leave it to
you to figure which, but that will not be in the
best interests of the people of the Gty of New
Yor k.

You want to tal k about mnority
interests in terns of political interests? W
have a very diverse city in New York City. |It's
what makes it one of the greatest cities on
earth. And we need to hear fromall corners of
that city. And what this |legislation says is
that we don't care that Staten Island, that
Br ookl yn, that Queens, Bronx, et cetera, should
have representation on the Board of El ections.

And that's wong, and it's why I
will be voting in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Are there any other Senators w shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
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closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Stec to explain his vote.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you very much

|"ve enjoyed listening to this
debate. | think we're pulling together a | ot of
i mportant issues in the thene of the last couple
of days.

For -- in part of explaining ny
vote, for the benefit of the body and the purpose
of correcting the record, | think it is inportant
to note that while Ham I ton County, Ohio, has
22 school districts, Ham |ton County, New York
only has seven.

A fun fact on Hamilton County, which
we're giving a lot of well-deserved |Iove to
today -- and if it wasn't in the 45th Senate
District, it would be one of ny favorite

counti es. But outside of the 45th Senate
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District, it is ny favorite county. Five
t housand people, not a single traffic Iight. Not
a single one. So | encourage everyone to visit
Ham [ ton County. It is gorgeous. And | think in
getting there, you will learn a | ot about
infrastructure and rural comunities. | think
there would be a |l ot of benefit for everyone to
take a trip, bring your wallet, bring your
significant others, and spend sone tinme in
Ham | t on County.

Wth that said, though, we are
di senfranchi sing, again, people in the Gty of
New York this time in having access to an
el ection conm ssioner in every county. W want
el ection comm ssioners to be full-paid in every
county, but we don't want every county
necessarily to have an el ecti on comm ssi oner.
Those two bills seemto go agai nst each ot her.
And certainly they're not in keeping with, you
know, all Supreme Courts being equal in al
62 counti es.

So | think we've got sone
soul -searching here to do as far as trying to
find consistency in our legislation. | wll be

voti ng no.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Stec to be recorded in the negative.

Thanks for the | ove for New York
Cty.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 16, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Ashby, Borrell o,
Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick, Gllivan, Hel mng, Lanza,
Martins, Mattera, Murray, Ooberacker, O Mara,

Ott, Rhoads, Rolison, Scarcella-Spanton, Stec,
Tedi sco, Wl czyk, Weber and Wi k.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
in deference to the Governor's State of the State
speech and our desire to get over there on tine,
we're going to lay aside for the day
Cal endar Nunbers 17 and 18, which we will take up
when we return next week.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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calendar will be laid aside for the day.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to adjourn
until Tuesday, January 17th, at 3:00 p.m,

i nterveni ng days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, January 17th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening
days being | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 12:43 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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