© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

January 4, 2023
12: 32 p. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

LI EUTENANT GOVERNOR ANTONI O DELGADO, Presi dent
ALEJANDRA N. PAULINO ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite with me the Pl edge of All egiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: Today's invocation
will be delivered by the Reverend Archpri est
Kiril Angelov, of St. Mchael the Archange
Ukr ai ni an Cat holic Church in Yonkers.

PASTOR ANGELOV: | was going to say
good norning, but it's already good afternoon.

(Laughter.)

PASTOR ANGELOV: Dear Senat or
Stewart-Cousins and | egi sl ative nmenbers of the
New York State Senate, thank you for inviting ne
here today, as you take your oath to represent
20 mllion residents of New York State.

Creating just lawis difficult at
best, as it nust serve the benefit of a given
society. Just ask Mbses. Those tablets were
heavy, were heavy.

We understand the wei ght of your

responsibilities, which is why we not only vote
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for you, we also pray for you. In the Ukrainian
Cat holic Church we petition God three specific
ti mes during our services.

This petition -- "For our nation
under God, for our governnent, and for all the
mlitary" -- is in between a petition for peace
t hroughout the world and a petition for the city
in which we |ive.

This position speaks to the
government's role in providing peace and justice
in our communities. Wen these are in order,
greater peace becones possi bl e.

For years, one of our -- |'mgoing
to say youngest bishops in the Ukrainian Catholic
Church, Stepan Sus, mnistered to the young nen
and wormren of the arned forces of Ukraine, many --
many -- with no spiritual upbringing. He taught
t hese young recruits how to pray.

And recently Bishop Stepan asked a
Ukr ai ni an general, who was once hinself one of
t hose young recruits, he asked him "Do you

still pray?" "Yes," the general replied. "Wat
do you pray for?" asked the bishop, knowi ng he
could pray for anything. The Ukrainian general

replied: "Every day | pray to God for one thing,
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the wi sdomto nmake the right decisions.”

And when the wei ght of your
responsibilities bears down -- and it will --
remenber we pray for you each single day.

Now, for the finish of ny
i nvocation, and for you to start the brand-new
year, we'll pray a short prayer of the fanopus
St. Francis of Assisi.

"Lord, make ne an instrument of your
peace. Where there is hatred, let ne sow | ove;
where there is injury, pardon; where there is
doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where
there is darkness, light; and where there is
sadness, | oy.

O Divine Master, grant that | may
not so much seek to be consoled as to console, to
be understood as to understand, to be loved as to
love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is
i n pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in
dying that we are born to eternal life.

Anen.

(Response of "Amen.")

THE PRESI DENT: The chair now hands
down a nessage fromthe State Board of Elections,

being the duly official certification of the
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menbers of the Senate, and directs the sane be
filed. So handed down and so ordered.

| now ask all Senators present to
pl ease rise at this tine to take the cerenonia
oat h of office.

Pl ease rai se your right hands and

repeat after me: | do solemly swear --
ALL SENATORS: | do solemly
swear --
THE PRESI DENT: -- that | wll

support the Constitution of the United States.

ALL SENATORS: -- that I wll
support the Constitution of the United States --

THE PRESI DENT: -- and the
Constitution of the State of New York --

ALL SENATORS: -- and the
Constitution of the State of New York --

THE PRESI DENT: -- and that | wll
faithfully discharge the duties --

ALL SENATORS: -- and that | wll
faithfully discharge the duties --

THE PRESI DENT: -- of the office of
Senat or - -

ALL SENATORS: -- of the office of

Senat or - -

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

THE PRESI DENT:
best of ny ability --

ALL SENATORS:
best of ny ability --

THE PRESI DENT:

ALL SENATORS:

THE PRESI DENT:
your election to the Senate.

(Appl ause.)
THE PRESI DENT:

-- according to the

-- according to the

So hel p nme God.

-- so help nme Cod.

Congrat ul ati ons on

The Secretary shal

read the nanes of the nenbers present to

ascertain that a quorum exi sts.

THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR ADDABBO
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR ASHBY:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR BAI LEY:
THE SECRETARY:

SENATOR BORRELLO:

THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)

THE SECRETARY:

SENATOR BRI SPORT:

THE SECRETARY:

Senat or Addabbo.
Her e.
Senat or Ashby.
Her e.
Senat or Bail ey.
Present.
Senator Borrello.
Her e.
Senat or Breslin.
Senat or Brisport.
Her e.

Senat or Brouk.
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SENATOR BROUK:
THE SECRETARY:

Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick

Her e.

Senat or

SENATOR CANZONERI - FI TZPATRI CK

Her e.
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR CHU:
THE SECRETARY:

SENATOR CLEARE:

THE SECRETARY:

SENATOR COVRI E:

THE SECRETARY:

SENATOR COONEY:

THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)

THE SECRETARY:

SENATOR FERNANDEZ:

THE SECRETARY:

SENATOR GALLI VAN:

THE SECRETARY:

SENATOR G ANARI S

THE SECRETARY:

SENATOR GONZALEZ:

THE SECRETARY:

SENATOR GOUNARDES:

Senat or Chu.

Her e.

Senator C eare.
Her e.

Senat or Conri e.
Her e.

Senat or Cooney.
Present.

Senat or Fel der.

Senat or Fer nandez.

Present.

Senator Gl livan.
Her e.

Senator G anari s.
Her e.

Senat or CGonzal ez.
Her e.

Senat or Gounar des.

Pr esent.
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THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR CGRI FFO,
THE SECRETARY:

SENATOR HARCKHAM

THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR HELM NG
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR HI NCHEY:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR HOYLMAN:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR JACKSON:
THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR KENNEDY:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR KRUEGER
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR LANZA:
THE SECRETARY:

Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

Her e.

Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

Giffo.

Har ckham

Hel m ng.

Hi nchey.

Pr esent.

Senat or
Her e.
Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

Senat or
Her e.
Senat or
Her e.
Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

SENATOR LI U Her e.

THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR MANNI ON:
THE SECRETARY:

Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

Hoyl man.

Jackson.

Kavanagh.

Kennedy.

Krueger.

Lanza.

Li u.

Manni on.

Marti nez.
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SENATOR MARTI NEZ: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Martins.

SENATOR MARTI NS: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Mattera.

SENATOR NMATTERA: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or May.

SENATOR MAY: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Mayer.

SENATOR MAYER: Her e.

THE PRESI DENT: A quorumis
present, and the Senate nay proceed.

Good afternoon --

(Response of "Good afternoon.™)

THE PRESI DENT: -- Majority Leader
Senat or Andrea Stewart-Cousins, to the
Deputy Leader M ke G anaris, Mnority Leader
Robert Ortt and the Deputy Mnority Leader
Andrew Lanza, and to the entire body here today.

As is tradition, as president of the
Senate, it is ny distinct honor to wel cone you to
t he 2023 | egislative session.

Now, before | go any further, | must
certainly take a nmonent to acknowl edge ny anazi ng
partner in the room the Second Lady of New York

Lacey Schwartz Del gado.
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(Appl ause.)
THE PRESI DENT: | also want to, in

t hat same vein, acknow edge all of the spouses,
the partners and the famlies, the children, in
this space that are so supportive as we serve in
these critically inportant roles.

We know, and | certainly know, the
strain that this lifestyle can bring upon a
famly and the amount of | ove and support that is
required for each and every one of us in this
roomto do the job to the very best of our
abilities. So thank you all of you in this room
t oday.

| cannot express enough how t hankf ul
and how honored I am-- and excited -- to work
with each of you to deliver results for all the
fol ks that we represent across this state.

Now, during nmy time in Congress |
made it a point to do everything | could to try
to find conmon ground. And | see sone famli ar
faces in this room on both sides of the aisle,
that | was able to work with and build together
and get things done. That's the spirit that I
hope to continue to bring to bear and | hope that

we all in this body are conmtted to and
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dedi cated to.

At the end of the day, | believe
each and every single one of us in this room
cares and wants to deliver results for the people
that we represent, and it is incunbent on all of
us to do all that we can to cooperate for the
peopl e that we represent. | think New Yorkers
expect that, and that expectation should be
fulfilled. 1t is certainly a top priority of
mne, and | believe for all of you, to listen, to
advocate, and to deliver for the comunities that
you represent.

|, along with Governor Hochul, share
that same sentinent, and we are eagerly, eagerly
| ooking forward to partnering with you to deliver
t hese results.

And I'Il just say it is mghty,

m ghty good to be in each and every one of your
conpany as public servants. Public servants. |

t hank you again for your dedication, for your
commtment, and for your willingness to serve, to
serve.

And with that, I call on
Senator G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
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M. President. Wlconme to our chanber. Happy
New Year to you and to all our colleagues.

And as we begin the 2023 session, |
ask that you call on Senator Ott for renarks.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Ott.

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you very much
M. President, M. Lieutenant Governor. | want
to wel cone ny col | eagues back here to Al bany. |
want to wish all of you a Happy New Year.

It is great -- this is a great day,
even when you' ve been here for several terns,
this is a day that is a special day, it's a fun
day.

| first of all want to thank ny
menbers of the Republican Conference for their
support in me and belief in me to | ead our
conference. Next to |eading people in conbat,
getting selected by your coll eagues and your
peers to | ead them and be able to speak for them
is a-- it's an awesone responsibility and one
that I do not take very lightly. So | want to
t hank you for your support and your belief in ne.

| certainly want to thank ny
col | eagues for working alongside us. | want to

thank Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins for our

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

13

relationship that we've built over the past
several years. Senator Ganaris, | want to thank
himfor his |eadership on the floor and al so

dealing with Senator Lanza, which is not an easy

task but --

(Laughter.)

SENATCR ORTT: And | think there's
also -- just as a rem nder, see, Republicans can

elect a |leader on the first ballot. So that's,
you know - -

(Laught er; appl ause.)

SENATCR ORTT: For those who don't
know that are here in the gallery as famlies, |
was renm nded today -- ny wife is here, and I was
rem nded -- | want to thank her for her support
and for being here. But | was rem nded our
famlies often cone into these chanbers, this
bui l ding, and they see it through a different
| ens than we do.

This is the office for a lot of us.
Right? And there's days where it very nuch feels
like going to the office. And we can |ose sight
of how bl essed and |lucky we are to be able to
come here and do the people's business, but also

t hat we have expectations to live up to.
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The fam |y nmenbers and the visitors
who are here, they know and believe that what we
do is inportant. That's why they supported us on
the canpaign trail. That's why they're here
today. And it's up to us to live up to those
expectations as elected leaders. And it's up to
us to be worthy of their votes, of their support,
and of being in these hall owed chanbers.

For those who don't know, |'mfrom
the Western New York area. | represent
Ni agara County, Oleans County, and parts of
Monroe County. And over the past -- when we
weren't here, the past several weeks and nonths,
| was reminded, as | think a ot of us were --
nost certainly my colleagues from Wstern
New York: Senator Gallivan, Senator Kennedy,
Senat or Ryan, Senator Borrello -- we were
rem nded of the inportance of what we do here and
what is expected.

You know, we have a | ot of debates
here in this chanber. W have debates on soci al
nmedia. Some of it's entertainnent to some
degree, sone of it's very inportant. It ranges
on the issues. But the truth is what we do has

very real |ife-and-death consequences.
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There was a nmjor snowstorm a
blizzard that hit Western New York, the City of
Buf fal o and surrounding area. And in spite of
living there my whole Iife, | have never seen a
stormof this nmagnitude in ny lifetine. And in
spite of our elected | eaders -- not casting
bl ane, but in spite of elected | eaders who have
also lived there their whole life, we weren't as

maybe prepared as we could or should have been.

And that's a collective "we.
Resi dents nmade deci sions that maybe
cost people or themtheir lives. First
responders were out there in unbelievable
conditions. Nurses and heal thcare professionals
wor ked days on end -- during Christnmas Eve,
Christmas. And it was a stark rem nder about the
i nportance that we have here, the inportant role,
and the level that we should bring to these jobs.
There are people out there who are
depending on us to bring a | evel of seriousness
to our debates, to these discussions. First
responders, healthcare workers, regular folKks,
t hey expect government to work in those critical

nmonments. They don't want to hear there's a

blizzard. They expect us to be ready for that.
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And so -- and | know the Erie County
executive, the mayor of Buffal o, N agara County
political |eadership, everybody was working very
hard. And it was very hard. But it's just a
rem nder of the consequences, sonetines, and the
seriousness and inportance of the work that we
do.

And then just two nights ago | was
wat ching the Buffalo Bills football gane, as a
significant Bills fan -- but I'msure a | ot of
you were watching it, because it was a nationally
tel evised gane. And we saw a young man, Danar
Ham in, fight for his |ife on a football field,
alnost lose his life on a football field.

And there's a |l ot of, you know,
certainly discussions and a | ot of enbtions that
come with that, certainly, that we all have, and
that's good. But what struck ne was they started
to tal k about -- you hear a lot of folks talk
about very often we see these people only as
football players. They play for the Bills, they
play for the Patriots, they play for the G ants,
the Jets. W forget that it's sonmebody's son
it's sonebody's brother, a husband, a friend.

It's a human being in those jerseys.
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And the famlies that are here today
made nme think that the sane can be sonetines true
in politics. Sonetines we see each other only as
Denocrats or Republicans, as elected officials,
and we forget -- and today is a good rem nder --
t hat everybody here is a son, a brother, a wfe,
a husband, a sister, a daughter, a friend.

And we should -- if we can look at a
football player, and we should, as a hunman
being -- there's plenty of football players.
There's only one Damar Hamlin. And there's
plenty of elected officials out there, but
there's only one of each and every one of you.

And so hopefully naybe we can bring
that spirit to this body, even in periods of hot
debate, to remenber that each of us come here
with the best of intentions, supported by our
| oved ones, as human bei ngs.

"1l just close by saying our
menbers in the Republican Conference are
obvi ously, as everyone here knows, the Mnority
Conference. But that does not nean that we
sinply are here to oppose anything that comes out
of the Majority. W are here to do the job that

we were elected to do by our constituents --
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mllions of New Yorkers, when you add it up. And
t hey expect us to do the job that we were el ected
to do, to represent their values, to represent
their issues, to represent them here.

And sonetinmes that neans wor ki ng
t oget her, bipartisanship. Not for the sake of
anyone in this room but for the sake of the
people in this state. Sonetines that will mean
voi ci ng opposition. And that's inportant in a
denocracy. It is inportant that the val ues of
our constituents are heard. Because we have
ei ght new nenbers, eight new fol ks here in our
conference that I do want to nmention very
briefly: Senator Patricia Canzoneri-Fitzpatrick,
we have Senator Steven Rhoads, Senator Jack
Martins, Senator Mark Wal czyk, Senator Rob
Rol i son, and Senator Bill Wber.

These fol ks are new, they're ready

to go. And | know you all have sone new fol ks

who are raring to go as well. And they should
be. And sonetines those new individuals -- oh,
and Senator Jake Ashby. | knew |I'd forget

sonebody. Senator Jake Ashby.
(Several voices: "One nore.")

SENATOR ORTT: Senat or Dean Mirray.
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(Laughter.)

SENATOR ORTT: | only counted to
Si X

(Laughter; inaudible coments.)

SENATOR ORTT: But each -- yeah. |
don't know if you want Murray, | don't know. You
know.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ORTT: W' re happy to have
Murray. | don't know if you -- if he would fit

in over there.

But -- but we're happy to have these
ei ght new nenbers. All of them bring sonething
very uni que and special to this body, not just
our conference. And we are prepared to get to
work, both in a bipartisan way and obvi ously, at
times, in an opposition voice. But let that
voi ce again never rise to the level of open
hostility.

And | certainly wel conme the
opportunity to once agai n work al ongsi de
Senat or Stewart-Cousins, Senator G anaris and
your entire conference, ny coll eagues from
West ern New Yor k.

And | would just close -- if we
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could do a nmoment of silence, M. Lieutenant
Governor, for Damar Hamlin for just a brief
nmonent .

(Menbers rose and observed a nonent
of silence.)

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you,
M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator

Senator G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

Let ne congratul ate Senator Ortt on
uni ting his Republican caucus on the first vote.
Qur House of Representatives is currently in the
m dst of its fourth vote, and suffice to say

there's going to be a fifth because the nunbers

are still not there as we stand i n our chanber.
M. President, | have a resol ution
at the desk. | ask that the resolution be read

and nove for its inmmedi ate adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution

Nunber 1, by Senator G anaris, providing for the
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el ection of Andrea Stewart-Cousins as Tenporary

President of the Senate for the years 2023-2024.
THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anari s.
SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

| wanted to take this opportunity --
well, first of all, | should say that this
resolution is to nom nate Andrea Stewart-Cousins
to continue as our Tenporary President and
Majority Leader of the State Senate. It has been
a privilege to give this nom nating speech in the
past and to do so once agai n today.

And | want to give our nenbers --
some of us have been here quite sone tinme; sone
are brand-new. But | want to give everyone a
sense of the history that we are living here in
the State Senate.

This is an esteened body. It's been
around a coupl e of hundred years. And yet we are
in this body at a tine of unprecedented
achi evenent and change. And that all cones down
to the woman who has served as our |eader for the
| ast four years and | will nomnate to continue
for another two.

And | et nme give you sone context to
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all of that. It was a little over 10 years ago
Andrea Stewart-Cousins becanme the first-ever

| eader of a conference when we were in the
Mnority. You can inmagine, in the State of

New York, there has never been a fenale | eader of
a conference -- Assenbly or Senate, between by
the way -- until Andrea Stewart-Cousins becane
the Denocratic |eader in 2013 -- 2012, | guess it
was. The end of 2012.

Four years ago she becane the first
ever woman to |ead a | egislative body in New York
State history when we took the ngjority in 2019.

Two years ago -- we'll take it out
of just the gender achievenents, but two years
ago she becane the first | eader ever to lead a
supernmgjority in the State Senate in New York's
hi story.

And after the vote today she will be
the first-ever | eader to preside over the
reel ection of a supermpjority in State Senate
history in New York. That is quite sonething.
That has never happened in the coupl e of
centuries of the existence of this body.

And | est you think these

achi evenents are just breaking the ceilings that
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she's broken, there are real consequences for the
people of this states, real benefits for the
people of this state that we have enacted in

t hose four years.

Just to nane the highlights -- and
this may take a little bit, because there are so
many. At this critical nmoment in history, in
this critical noment in the national discourse,
New York has stood strong and said wonen in
New York will always have the rights that we've
come to expect over the |last several decades when
we codified Roe versus Wade in New York State.
W're in the process of enshrining it in the
Constitution.

We have passed gun |aws to protect
the people in this state fromthe viol ence that
has pl agued our nation. W have enacted voting
reforns, including automatic voter registration
and Senator Myrie's John Lewis Voting Rights Act
here in New York

W' ve passed GENDA. W banned
conversion therapy. W abolished the "gay and
trans panic defense.” W repeal ed the Wal ki ng
While Trans crimes. W enacted the Child Victins

Act, and we followed it up by enacting the
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Adult Victinms Act. W enacted the DREAM Act. W
improved the ethics in this state. W enacted
the Geen Light Law. W conbated wage
di scrimnation. W expanded the Equal Rights
Amendrment.  We protected farmwrkers. W
protected tenants nore so than they've ever been
protected in state history.

Crimnal justice reforns. W
| egal i zed marijuana. W prevented wage theft.
W conbat ed donestic viol ence and human
trafficking under the | eadership of this amazing
wonman to ny right.

Think 1'm done? |'m not done.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Let's tal k about
how t he resources of this state are allocated.
We have fully funded Foundation Aid to provide a
good education for our children. W have taken
steps to provide universal childcare in this
state. Pre-K statewi de we are novi ng towards.
Record funding for SUNY and CUNY and our
institutions of higher education. Wrking on
even nore for the MIA, but we enacted significant
funding to help the MIA's capital plan to be

enacted. And of course we have record funding
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for the environnent, including through the Bond
Act that we have advanced.

There's a lot nore, but I'mnot here
to make a speech about all that she has done.
She's going to tell us about her vision for this
state in her remarks to our body.

But | can't tell you what an
incredible privilege it is for ne. And what |
want to inpress upon everyone in this room if |
haven't already, is that we should just take a
step back. W fight our fights, we get into the
politics day to day, we're so in the scrumthat
sonetimes we | ose sight of the bigger picture.
Decades from now, centuries from now, people wll
| ook back and say the State Senate at this point
was doi ng sonet hing that had never been done
before, and we changed the trajectory of this
state as a result. And that is because of the

| eadershi p of Andrea Stewart- Cousins.

One last point -- and then | wll
advance the nom nation -- is that upon the
conclusion of this term there will be no

Denocrat in New York State history that will have
served | onger as |eader of this body. Man,

wonman, white, black, whatever you have, Andrea
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Stewart-Cousins will be the | ongest-serving
Denocrat to ever serve as |eader of the State
Senate in New York history.

| nove, ny coll eagues, that we |et
her continue that job, let her continue |eading
us the way she has, and | et her continue making
history for all of us and for the people of this
st at e.

Thank you, M. President.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution offered by Senator G anaris. Al
those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The ayes have it.
The resolution is adopted.

| now call on Senator Andrea
Stewart-Cousins to cone forward to be sworn in as
Tenporary President of the Senate by Judge Kathie
Davi dson.

(St andi ng ovation, and
Judge Davi dson and Senat or Stewart- Cousins nove

to the center of the chanber.)
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SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: " m
joined by ny famly, ny daughter -- is this on?
Yes. So this is ny daughter, Candice. This is
Carter Bear. Carter Bear is representing the
younger group. M son Kevin; his wfe, Kecia.
And ny football player, from Howard University,
Kendal | - -

(Cheers; appl ause.)

SENATOR ORTT: And his younger
brot her, Kyle, who's the physical therapist who's
going to help Kendall --

(Laught er; appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- as he

goes on. Thank you. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

JUDGE DAVI DSON: "1," state your
nane --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: |, Andrea

St ewart - Cousi ns - -

JUDGE DAVI DSON: -- do solemmly
swear - -

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- do
solemly swear --

JUDGE DAVI DSON: -- to uphold the

Constitution of the United States --
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SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: --to
uphold the Constitution of the United States --

JUDGE DAVI DSON: -- and the
Constitution of the State of New York --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- and
the Constitution of the State of New York --

JUDGE DAVI DSON: -- and to
faithfully discharge ny duties --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- and to
faithfully discharge ny duties --

JUDGE DAVI DSON: -- as Tenporary
Presi dent --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- as
Tenporary President --

JUDGE DAVI DSON: -- and Majority
Leader --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- and
Majority Leader --

JUDGE DAVI DSON: -- of the State
Senate --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- of the
State Senate --

JUDGE DAVI DSON: -- to the best of
nmy ability --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- to the
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best of ny ability --

JUDGE DAVI DSON: -- so help me God

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- SO
hel p nme CGod.

JUDGE DAVI DSON: Congratul ations to
you.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so nuch.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation, and
Senat or Stewart - Cousins ascends the dais.)

THE PRESI DENT: Congr at ul ati ons,
Majority Leader Stewart- Cousins.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: So t hank
you so rmuch, M. President.

It has been a long tinme since we
have been together in an opening cerenony. |
hope you are as excited about not only this day,
but the prospects of our working here together
for -- in a safe, healthy environnment, for the
entire term So wel come back to everyone. So
good to see you.

And this is wonderful for us to kick
of f the new year and a new session with our new
Li eut enant Governor, Antonio Delgado. Gve hima

round.
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(Appl ause.)
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Joi ned by

his wonderful partner, his wife, Lacey. Good to
see you agai n.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: W have
something in cormon. They have twi n boys; | have
twin grandsons. So we already bonded over all of
t hat .

But I want to thank you and
congratul ate you, and | ooking forward to working
with you.

And of course | want to congratul ate
t he Governor, Governor Hochul, on her historic
victory and i nauguration as, again, the first
woman to ever be el ected as Governor in New York

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: It's a
remar kabl e note to start 2023 with

And of course, talking about
remar kabl e wonmen, | want give a special thanks to
my friend, Judge Kathie Davidson. She is the
dean of the Judicial Institute.

Thank you, Kathie, for swearing ne

i n today.
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(Appl ause.)
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS:

West chester in the house.

And also fromny hone city, Yonkers,

my friend Reverend Kiril. Thank you so nuch,
Father Kiril -- and it's Father Kiril Angelov --
(Appl ause.)
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- for

your opening prayer and for rem nding us that not
only do you pray for us every day, but we pray,
all of us, for w sdom

And certainly we join you as you
mar k one year of this terrible war in Ukraine.
want ed you here because it's inportant that we
remenber the trenendous struggle and sacrifice
t hat ordi nary peopl e endured and continue to
endure to protect these freedons.

So | know all of us hope that the
courage of the Ukraini an people continues, and
certainly continues to remnd us of the
i mportance of our institutions and that none of
this can be taken for granted.

Father Kiril, again, thank you. You
know, God bl ess Wkraine, God bl ess the people of
Ukrai ne, God bless all of us in Anerica. But
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al so, Ukrainian Christmas is happening this --

right, this -- on Sunday, so Merry Christmas as
wel | . Thank you. Thank you so nmuch for being

here.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: W can
all use an extension of Christmas, right?

And, you know, we tal k about the
institution, so, you know, we talk about this
chanber. And part of what nakes this institution
so strong is our incredible nmenbers. A special
shout out to ny outstanding supermajority. Yay!
That woul d be you.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And
again, | want to wel conme everybody, Senators,
staff, to our chanber in this new session. And
also | want to give a special, special, you know,

wel come to another person who is in this chanber

who used to -- who used to serve with us, ny
county executive from Wstchester -- |'ve got to
go back to Westchester -- fornmer Senator CGeorge

Latinmer, Westchester County.

(Appl ause.)
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
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you, George.

And of course to ny extraordinary
deputy, Senator M ke G anaris. Thank you --

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
for your work on the floor. You and Senator
Lanza manage to keep these things going, and | do
t hank you.

And | thank you, as you know, for
the partnership that we've had and continue to
have and will al ways have over these many, many
years. So nuch of the good things that happen,
happen because of the work that you do as well.

So thank you so nuch, Senator

G anari s.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And so
while nmany of you are famliar faces, | wanted
to -- you know, we tal ked about history and

context, so | wanted to wel cone our newest, first
al | -woman cl ass of Denocratic Senators. Have ny
| adi es stand up.

Senat or Monica Martinez.

(Appl ause.)
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Senat or
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| wen Chu.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Senat or
Jessi ca Scarcel | a- Spant on.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Senat or
Nat hal i a Fer nandez.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Senat or
Lea Webb.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Senat or
Kri sten Gonzal ez.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: We keep
maki ng history in this chanber. And | said |
know t hat we have wel coned | don't know how many
all-male classes into the Senate and into the
Assenbly. So this is a historic first -- not
that great men didn't run and win, but on the
Denocratic side we have all -- you know, siXx
brand-new all fenale Senators. And so thank you
for, again, keeping that history going.

And | know t hat Senator

Scarcel | a- Spanton has a Senator in waiting --
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(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- you
brought your daughter. So thank you so nuch.

Each of them bring a uni que and
di verse perspective to the conference, and | am
just excited to continue to work with them and,
again, all of you, you know, in nmaking sure that
we continue with our history-making sessions.

" mgoing to thank ny col | eagues

across the aisle and wel come your new nenbers as

well. Let ne just -- you know, wave, SO --
because you -- he just said your names, but --
(Appl ause.)
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- sone

of you are returning. H . H . Don't be shy.

You know, the last tine we got sworn
in, it was COVID, and so | didn't see anybody,
didn't know you. And | felt like -- you know,
|"d run into you in the elevator or hall and |
woul dn't know that. But again, hopefully we wll
all be able to gather together often, and I wll
get to know all of you as well.

And agai n special thanks to your

| eader, Senator Ott. It has --

(Appl ause.)
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SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: You know,
we have devel oped a rel ationship, basically
because | take your calls and you take m ne and
we -- we always, you know, try -- | try not to
bl i ndside folk, and | think that makes sense, in
order to make sure that we are doi ng what we have
to do on behal f.

But thank you al so for your remarks.
You know, we all grieve the loss of life in
Western New York. And, you know, again, when you
wer e tal king about the football player, I
bel i eve, you know, all of us realize how fragile

life is and how inportant it is that we do the

best we can every day -- but also renenber that
everybody doesn't -- you know, you just never
know.

So -- so thank you for, you know,

the words. And | think that it's a good way to
start renmenbering not only the fragility but al so
our famlies. And that's why | said | wanted to
i ntroduce every single one of mne, because, yes,
t hey each have a special place, as all of you do.
So thank you for being here.

None of what we will enbark upon

coul d be possible, and I know all of us as
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| egi sl ators know this, wthout the powerhouse of
our staffs. And | want to just make sure
everybody knows ny senior staff and their teans,
because they work so hard.

So let ne point out ny counsel,

Eric Katz -- wave, FEric.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: \%%
finance director, David Friedfel. Were's Dave?
Dave.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS:

Communi cation director M ke Mirphy, the guy
everybody bl anmes --

(Laught er; appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: | know,
hiding in the back.

And our director of
i ntergovernnental affairs, Loren Anor.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And |
want to give a shout out to Jonathan Al varenga,
who keeps ny train going.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And ny
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staff in both ny Al bany office and ny district
of fice, because you all make my |life so much
easier and you help nme to represent ny
constituents in the way that they expect ne to.

So again, let's give a clap for all
of our staffs.

(Loud appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: So
i nportant to do.

And al so the keeper of this chanber
and making sure it all goes snoothly is ny
Secretary of the Senate, Al ejandra Paulino.
Wiere's Ale? \Were is Ale? Ch --

(Cheers; appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, Alejandra. She'll be sworn in again |ater.

And of course, you know, we all need
to be safe, and so |I thank our Sergeant-at-Arns,
Ben Sturges |11, and your crew.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Al so
known -- I'mgoing to do this to him-- also
known as Big Ben. So he nakes sure that we are
all safe.

Today marks the begi nning of the
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fifth legislative session under our current
majority. New Yorkers sent us here to change the
way business is done in Al bany, and we have risen
to the challenge. W've passed historic

| egi sl ation; Senator G anaris was ticking sone of
it off. W passed this legislation to strengthen
our voting laws, to protect wonen's reproductive
rights, protecting wonen's rights and freedons.
We protected our LGBTQ+ New Yorkers, inmmgrants.
We fully funded our public schools. And we |aid
t he foundation for a nodern green econony that
grows fromthe bottomup and the m ddl e out.

Wth the hel p of our federal
government, we guided our state through a
devast ati ng pandem c and on the path to energing
fromits weckage even stronger. The people of
our great state responded to our transformative
agenda by sending us back to Al bany -- not only
with a historic majority, but with two
unprecedented supermajorities in a row.

Now we return to this chanmber with
nore work to do. There are new chal | enges, new
opportunities ahead of us, and New Yorkers have
given us a nmandate to tackle themw th bold,

t hought ful approaches that we' ve been able to
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denonstrate since day one.

Today we know some of our issues:
W see fam |lies across our state being stretched
fromboth ends. W know that they feel uncertain
about how to protect thensel ves and secure their
livelihoods as the cost of living continues to
surpass average inconmes. The affordability
crisis touches every nerve in our conmunities and
under pi ns nost of the hardshi ps New Yorkers are
faci ng.

W see it npbst acutely in the
current housing shortage that's devastating
New Yorkers across the state, |eaving many to
wonder if they'll be able to make rent, |et al one
buy a house. The current market is failing to
provi de adequate supply and | eaving too nany
famlies without a roof over their head. It's
time for we as | awrakers to step in with
corrective actions that will keep real estate
devel opnent conpetitive and neet the grow ng
need, while protecting tenants and honmeowners
frombeing priced out of their nei ghborhoods.

We need a transformative statew de
housi ng policy that can address this issue and

its spillover effects fromNew York City, to ny
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home county of Wstchester, to Long Island, to
upstate and everywhere in between. This is the
only way to guarantee that supply can continue to
nmeet the people's denmand. Having shelter and a
rent you can afford and a nortgage you can pay
of f are the building blocks for a safe and
prosperous life.

If we can tackle this problem we
will inevitably solve its offshoots as well,
whi ch i ncl udes ongoi ng concerns regarding crinme
and public safety. W're listening to the rea
fears New Yorkers have about their communities,
and we understand that perception is powerful.
But we have to renmenber that crinme will not be
solved with a single solution. Public safety and
justice can go hand in hand. And it's inportant
to ensure that true crimnals are the only ones
bei ng puni shed.

For that to happen, we need a
mul ti faceted approach that targets the sources of
crines as well as its synptonms. You can't
address the public safety crisis if you don't
al so address the educational crisis. Access to
hi gh-quality schooling is a key to greater

prosperity and stability for our children.
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Through our conference's work on
expandi ng Foundation Aid and finally paying the
noney owed to our schools under the CFE | awsuit,
allocating billions to SUNY and CUNY, and
fighting for greater diversity in schoo
staffing, we've begun to transform public
education in our state and to hel p make
conmuni ties better off.

W' ve al so invested historic funds
in providing both daycare services and pre-K for
working famlies, all to help ease the pressure
on parents and kids. W'Ill continue to fight for
i ncreased fundi ng, noderni zed i nfrastructure,
staffing support, and stronger resources to
ensure that every child has access to a
wor | d-cl ass education and a pathway to a brighter
future.

Supporting our communities fromthe
ground up -- stopping crine before it starts --
is the surest way to build a better New York
But it requires additional resources, including
to our healthcare system and nedi cal
infrastructure, so that everyone receives help as
soon as they need it.

Not only will we be expandi ng our
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efforts to support safety-net hospitals and
essential workers, but we'll be reinforcing our
investrments in nmental health treatnment and crisis
care, because people should be treated in
hospital s before prison cells.

| nvesting for tonorrow has al ways
been at the core of our efforts. That's why we
fought to pass sone of the strongest climte
| egislation in the country, because we can't give
our children the world if our planet is
uni nhabi table. Last year the voters passed our
nmonunental $4.2 billion Environmental Bond Act,
and we nmade not abl e headway on our anbitious
em ssion-reduction goals. This year we w ||
continue to pass protective |legislation that
cl eans up our | andscapes, prioritizes sustainable
energy, inproves our infrastructure, and builds a
greener future for generations to cone.

And we broaden our efforts to
strengthen New York fromthe base by injecting
greater resources into small businesses and | ocal
econoni es, supporting our famlies, creating new
j obs and opportunities for everyone at every
turn.

Qur approach casts a wi de policy net
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and targets the central issues affecting
New Yorkers. W wll enbrace real solutions
while rejecting false choices. 1In the Senate
Majority Conference we believe that you can
encourage nore devel opnment and protect tenants
and homeowners. W believe that you can have
safety and justice. W believe you can invest in
i mprovi ng our present circunstances and build a
nor e prosperous, sustainable future for our
chil dren and grandchil dren.

That's why |'m eager to open this
2023 |l egislative session. And as we roll up our
sl eeves and start on another year, we will nmake
sure that we are always focused on serving our
constituents.

| look forward to working with this
i npressive Senate, our renmarkable staff, and our
partners in governnent to continue acconplishing
t he peopl e' s work.

Happy New Year. Let's get to work.
Thank you.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.
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There's another resolution at the
desk adopting the rules of the Senate. Can we
take that up at this tine.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, Senate Resol ution
to adopt the rules of the Senate for the years
2023-2024.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Lanza, why
do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, |
ask that you call upon Senator Palunbo for a
guestion on the rules resol ution before us.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pal unbo.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,

M. President. Happy New Year

Col | eagues, Happy New Year. Good to
be back. It's good to get back to work

Wul d the sponsor yield for a few
guestions, please, on this resolution.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.
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SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senator G anaris. Happy New Year.

Wul d you pl ease describe to the
body what specific changes this resol ution nmakes
to the current rules of the house?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Very few It
codifies in the Senate rules the existing policy
on government nail blackout periods. So in other
words, to ensure that we're not sending
government mail during el ection season, that --
whi ch was nornmal practice of the Senate -- would
now be enshrined in the rules.

Beyond that, | believe there are
typi cal changes to conmttee conpositions.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Whul d t he sponsor
yi el d for another question, please.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor

yi el d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senat or .

And with those conmittee changes,
the way | read it -- and | guess there was a typo

in revenue. So other than codifying the bl ackout
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period and the revenue typo, which are
mnisterial, it |ooks as though the changes were
to the Banks Conmittee and the Judiciary
Comm ttee. That three Denocratic nmenbers cane
of f the Banks Conmittee, and one Republican
nmenber cane off the Banks Conmittee, and those
three and one are now being added to the
Judiciary Comm ttee.

| s that accurate?

SENATOR G ANARI S: That's accurate.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Wul d you yield
for anot her question, please.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATCOR PALUMBO So have the
duties of the Judiciary Cormittee changed in any
fashion as a result of this new rul e change?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Through t he
committee change? No.

SENATCOR PALUMBO Duties as far as
what they generally do or even providing advice
and consent with regard to judicial nom nees?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

48

SENATOR PALUVMBO Wul d you yield
for anot her question, please.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATCOR PALUMBO Have there been
any changes to any of the other conmttees with
respect to the anount of nenbers on each side,
ot her than these two that | just nentioned?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Wul d you yield
for anot her question, please.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUMBO, So, Senat or
G anaris, could you please explain to ne how the
nunbers of three and one, fromone comittee to
t he next, came about?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Yeah, this is --
Senat or Pal unbo, this is your second term if I'm
not m st aken.

SENATOR PALUMBO, Second.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: So this is
sonmething that is typical when we adopt the rules
based on nenber interest. Qur |eader does a very
good job of asking nenbers what conmittees they
would like to serve on. And based on the
interest |evels, the nunbers, the raw nunbers on
the comm ttees do change routinely.

SENATOR PALUMBO Wul d you yield
for another question, please, Senator.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,

M. President. Through you.
And | appreciate that explanation,

Senator G anaris. And | know this was done in --

prior to ny -- nowthis is ny second term now,
my two years -- now going to be four, hopefully,
in the Senate. | was seven years down the hal

in the Assenbly. And a nmenber of the Judiciary
Commttee all of those years; the ranker over
t here, and now t he ranker here.

So can you reconcile for ne that --

t he proportionate nunbers of committee nenbers is
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usual ly proportionate to the nenbership in the
body. So |I know words are our tools in this
chanber, but | can do a little bit of math. And
42 menbers -- because the Denocratic Commttee
shrunk just a little bit, by one. W have

42 Denocrats and we have 21 Republicans, which is
exactly a two-to-one ratio.

So you can reconcile for ne why,
just for this one conmttee, we have included now
a net gain of two for the Denocrats?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: What | can tell
you, Senator Palunbo, is there is a fornula for
respective commttee nmenbershi ps that has been in
exi stence for sone tine. And when -- given the
makeup of the body and the forrmula that's applied
and was applied when you all were in the
majority, this is how the nunbers cone out.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Wbul d t he sponsor
yield for another question, please.

THE PRESI DENT: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senator. And | appreciate that. And | think I'm
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just having trouble with why we aren't doing this
to all the conmttees if the breakdown between
the parties has changed in some respects.

But with regard to the process of
nom nating, for exanple -- or advice and consent
regarding a nom nee for the Court of Appeals, we
have seen some controversy and we've seen severa
menbers -- and | believe including yourself --
who have indicated they are not going to
currently vote for Justice LaSalle, who is the
Governor's appoi nt ee.

So | just find it curious that we're
only maki ng changes really to the
Judiciary Conmittee that provides advice and
consent, and we're doing so at a disproportionate
ratio. Can you reconcile that for me, please?

SENATOR G ANARI S: First of all, we
have not handed up the conm ttee nmenberships at
this time. So | know nenbers have vari ed
opi ni ons on whatever issues mght cone before the
conmmittee. So | wouldn't know how the conmttee
m ght decide on a particular issue before it.

But if you're asking why the ratios
within the conmttees are the way they are, | ask

you to ask your own | eadership why they cane up
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with that fornula when they were in the majority.
We're just applying the sane fornula that has
been in existence.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senator G anaris.

On the resolution, please,

M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Pal unbo on
t he resol ution.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,

M. President.

And just very briefly, | understand
that this is sonething done. |It's not done as
typically as we would be led to believe. The
rul es changes are usually mnisterial, ny
friends.

So in light of the fact that with
what's going on in the public and with what
what's going on regarding a current judicial
nom nee, unfortunately |I find it quite curious
that something that seens pretty dry and usually
mundane, an adoption of rules, has one extrenely
i nportant and very significant change, which is
to now change the nunbers on the Judiciary

Commttee not in a proportionate manner, but to
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give the net gain to two nenbers on the nmgjority
si de, when they already have a proportionate
nunber of menbers and a mpjority and a
supernmgjority nunber on the commttee.

So for those reasons, M. President,
unfortunately I'"mgoing to be voting nay on this
resolution, and I urge ny coll eagues to do the
sane.

Thank you.

THE PRESI DENT: Does any Senat or
desire to be heard further?

Seei ng no one el se wishing to be
heard, the debate is cl osed.

The question is on the resolution.
Al those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(Response of "Nay.")

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.
There's now anot her resolution at

the desk calling for the election of the
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Secretary of the Senate. WII| you pl ease cal
t hat up.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 3, by Senator Stewart-Cousins: RESOLVED,
That Al ej andra Paul i no, of Al bany, New York, be,
and she hereby is, elected Secretary of the
Senate for the years 2023-2024.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Ms. Paulino, | ask that you pl ease
come forward to receive your oath of office while
Senat or Stewart-Cousins perfornms the swearing in.

(Appl ause as Ms. Paulino and
Senator Stewart-Cousins nove to the center of the
chanber.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Rai se

your right hand and repeat after ne: "I," state

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

55

your nane --
V5. PAULI NO. Al ej andra Paul i no.
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: You have
to say "I."
V5. PAULI NO. |, Al ejandra Noel
Paul i no --
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Ah,
well -- do solemmly swear --
V5. PAULI NO. -- do solemmly
swear --
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: --to

uphold the Constitution of the United States --

V5. PAULI NO. -- to uphold the
Constitution of the United States --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- and
the Constitution of the State of New York --

MS. PAULI NO -- and the
Constitution of the State of New York --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- and
that I wll faithfully discharge ny duties of the
of fice of Secretary of the Senate --

MS. PAULI NO. -- and that | wll
faithfully discharge ny duties as Secretary of
the Senate to the best of ny ability --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: So help

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

56

you God

V5. PAULI NO. -- so help me God

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS:
Congr at ul ati ons.

(Cheers; standing ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
there's another resolution pertaining to the
appoi ntment of Benjam n Sturges as
Sergeant-at-Arns. Pl ease take that up.

(Appl ause.)

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
4, by Senator Stewart-Cousins: RESCLVED, That
Benjamn M Sturges Il be, and he hereby is,
el ected Sergeant-at-Arnms of the Senate for the
years 2023-2024.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

For the record, Benjam n Sturges has
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been el ected Sergeant-at-Arns for the years
2023-2024.

(Cheers; standing ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: | was supposed to
say it is ny honor to present you the
Ser geant - at-Arns, but --

(Laughter.)

THE PRESI DENT: Bi g Ben.

(Laughter.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: There is a
resol ution at the desk appointing Catherine
Kirkl and as Senate Stenographer. Let us take
t hat up, please.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
5, by Senator Stewart-Cousins: RESCLVED, That
Cat heri ne Kirkland be, and she hereby is, elected
the O ficial Stenographer of the Senate for the
years 2023-2024.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")
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THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

For the record, Catherine Kirkland
has been elected Oficial Stenographer of the
Senate for the years 2023-2024.

It is ny honor to present to you the
O ficial Stenographer of the Senate.

(Standi ng ovation.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: There is a
resolution at the desk setting forth the hours of
the Senate for the years 2023-2024. Pl ease take
t hat up.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
6, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, providing for
hours of neeting by the Senate for the years
2023-2024.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")
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THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
the resolution appointing a conmttee of two to
informthe CGovernor.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
7, by Senator Stewart-Cousins: RESOLVED, That
the Tenporary President appoint a conmttee of
two, conprised of Senator Martinez and
Senat or Wei k, for the purpose of informng the
Governor that the Senate is organi zed and ready
to proceed with business.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is

adopt ed.
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Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: There is a
resol ution concerning the commttee of two to
informthe Assenbly. Please take that up

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
8, by Senator Stewart-Cousins: RESCLVED, That
t he Tenporary President appoint a conmttee of
two, conprised of Senator Fernandez and
Senat or WAl czyk, for the purpose of waiting upon
the Assenbly and inform ng that body that the
Senate is assenbled and ready to proceed with
busi ness.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is

adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Leader Stewart-Cousins, | hand up the foll ow ng
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conference and | eadershi p assignnents of the
Majority Conference and ask that it be filed in
t he Jour nal

THE PRESI DENT: The hand-up is
recei ved and shall be filed in the Journal

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins, in consultation
with Senator Ortt, | hand up the follow ng
committee and | eadershi p assi gnnments of the
Mnority Conference and ask that it be filed in
t he Jour nal

THE PRESI DENT: The hand-up is
recei ved and shall be filed in the Journal

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease go back
to messages fromthe Governor.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: "Dear Majority
Leader Senator Stewart- Cousins:

"I would appreciate the privilege of
appeari ng before your Honorable Bodies in
Joi nt Session on January 10, 2023, at 1:00 p.m,
or as soon thereafter as nay be convenient, to
personal Iy deliver ny annual nessage on the

State of the State, to the Legislature.
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"Very truly yours, Governor Kathy
Hochul . "

THE PRESI DENT: The invitation wll
be noted in the Journal.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President. |Is there any further business at
t he desk?

THE PRESI DENT: There is no further
busi ness at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: I n that case, |
nove we adjourn until Monday, January 9th, at
3:00 p.m, intervening days being | egislative
days.

THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
Senate will stand adjourned until Mbnday,

January 9th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days being
| egi sl ati ve days.

The Senate is adjourned.

(Wher eupon, at 1:38 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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