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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

Decenmber 22, 2022
12:30 p. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR JAMAAL T. BAILEY, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

SENATCR O MARA: | call for a
quor um

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
O Mar a.

SENATCR O MARA: | call for a
quor um

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary shall read the nanes of the nenbers
present to ascertain that a quorum exi sts.

Call the roll.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Addabbo.

SENATOR ADDABBO. Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Akshar,
excused.

Senat or Bail ey.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Present.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Bi aggi .

SENATOR BI AGA : Present.
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excused.

THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR BRESLI N:
THE SECRETARY:

SENATOR BRI SPORT:

THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR BROCKS:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR BROUK:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR CLEARE:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR COWRI E:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR COONEY:
THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)

THE SECRETARY:

Senat or Gaughr an.

SENATOR GAUGHRAN:

THE SECRETARY:

SENATOR G ANARI S

THE SECRETARY:

Senator Borrell o.

Senat or Breslin.
Her e.

Senat or Brisport.

Her e.

Senat or Brooks.
Her e.

Senat or Br ouk.
Her e.

Senator C eare.
Her e.

Senat or Conri e.
Her e.

Senat or Cooney.
Present.

Senat or Fel der.

Senator @Gl li van,

Her e.
Senator GG anari s.
Pr esent.

Senat or Gounar des.
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excused.

SENATOR GOUNARDES:

THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR HARCKHAM
THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR HI NCHEY:
THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR JACKSON:
THE SECRETARY:
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
Senat or Kavanagh.
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR KENNEDY:
THE SECRETARY:
SENATOR KRUEGER
THE SECRETARY:

(No response.)

Senat or

Senat or

Her e.

Senat or

Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

Senat or

Senat or
Her e.
Senat or
Her e.

Senat or

Pr esent.

Giffo.

Har ckham

Hel m ng.

Hi nchey.

Hoyl man.

Jackson.

Jor dan.

Kapl an,

Kennedy.

Kr ueger.

Lanza.
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THE SECRETARY: Senat or
SENATOR LI U Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
SENATOR MANNI ON: Her e.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or
(No response.)

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
(No response.)

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
SENATOR MAY: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
SENATOR MAYER: Her e.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or
SENATOR MYRI E: Her e.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or
(No response.)

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

Li u.

Manni on.

Mar t ucci .

Matt er a.

May .

Mayer .

Myri e.

Ober acker.

O Mar a.

SENATOR O MARA: Pr esent.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
(No response.)
THE SECRETARY: Senat or
(No response.)

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

Ott.

Pal unmbo.

Par ker .

SENATOR PARKER: Pr esent.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

Per saud.
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SENATOR PERSAUD: Present.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or Ranos.
SENATOR RAMOS: Presente.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Rat h.
(No response.)

THE SECRETARY: Senat or

Rei chl i n- Mel ni ck

SENATOR REI CHLI N- MELNI CK: Present.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Ritchie,
excused.

Senat or Ri vera.

SENATOR RI VERA: Aqui .

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Ryan.

SENATOR RYAN: Her e.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Sal azar.

SENATOR SALAZAR: Present.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Sanders.

SENATOR SANDERS: Present.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: A quorum
is present, and the Senate may proceed.

In the absence of clergy, |et us bow

our heads in a nonent of silent reflection or
prayer.
(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected

a nonment of silence.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, Decenber 21, 2022, the Senate net
pursuant to adjournnment. The Journal of Mbonday,
Decenber 19, 2022, was read and approved. On
noti on, the Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President, |
nove to adopt the Resolution Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Al in
favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar pl ease
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
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nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Resol uti on Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine,
M. President, we will call an i medi ate neeting
of the Rules Conmttee in Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the Rules
Commi ttee in Room 332.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

THE SECRETARY: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 12:34 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
12:40 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

Senate will return to order.
Senator G anaris, | assune that was
not "Hi p-Hop Parade"; | assume that you were

trying to get nmy attention.
SENATOR G ANARI S: (Laughi ng.)

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6017

Thank you, M. President.

| believe there's a report of the
Rules Committee at the desk. Can we take that
up, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bill: Senate Print 9617,
by Senator Stewart-Cousins, an act to amend the
Legi sl ative Law.

The bill reports direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to accept
the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the report of the Rules
Comm ttee signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
report of the Rules Conmittee is accepted.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's take up
t he readi ng of the suppl enental cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1927, Senate --

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

That conpl etes the reading of the
suppl emrent al cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we pl ease
take up the reading of the controversial cal endar
now.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1927, Senate Print 9617, by
Senator Stewart-Cousins, an act to amend the
Legi sl ative Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Lanza, happy holidays. Merry Christms, Happy
Hanukkah, Happy Kwanzaa. Wy do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: Al'l the best to
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you, M. President.

| rise because | believe,

M. President, that there is an anendnent at the
desk. | waive the reading of that anendnent and
| ask that you recognize Senator Helm ng to be
hear d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Upon review of this amendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

M. President, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that you recogni ze Senat or Hel m ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or Hel m ng nmay be heard.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

M. President. Happy holidays to you.

M. President, | rise to appeal the
ruling of the chair. The proposed anendnent
before you is germane to the bill at hand because
the bill before this chanber today provides a pay
rai se for menbers of the Legislature.

It has been wi dely reported that
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| egi sl ative menbers in both chanbers deserve a
pay raise due to their hard work and to address
the rising cost of |iving.

M. President, | agree that the cost
of living is skyrocketing. But what we need to
focus on and what we need to renenber is that the
cost of daily living is squeezing everyone in
this state. This body should take i mediate
action to provide sonme relief for our
constituents rather than prioritizing our own
i ncones.

New Yorkers are struggling, we al
know this -- struggling to heat their hones, to
keep their lights on, and to feed their famlies.
They're trying to manage their budgets at this
time of year, trying to stretch themduring the
holidays. Many are facing a new year filled with
concerns about job security and wage freezes.

Qur small |ocal businesses are still
suffering. They're suffering fromthe increasing
costs as well as still trying to recover fromthe
pandem ¢ and mandat ed gover nment cl osures.

And M. President, | sure hope we
can all agree our state is facing an

unprecedented affordability crisis. And if we're
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bei ng honest, we're also facing an unprecedent ed
crime crisis.

Calling a special session to vote on
a menber pay increase nmakes it appear that nmany
in this chanber are out of touch and nore
concerned with self-enrichnment than providing
much- needed relief for our constituents and our
| ocal enpl oyers.

M. President, rather than provide a
pay hike to the 213 elected officials in both
bodi es, on behal f of our Republican Conference |
have proposed a five-point plan that prioritizes
and provides relief to mllions -- mllions of
New Yor ker s.

The first part of my proposal,

Part A, deals with a state spending cap. This
part would statutorily establish a 2 percent cap
on state spending. It would increase the anount
that the state is authorized to deposit in the
state's rainy day reserve fund. This would
effectively limt out-of-control state spending
and tackl e sky-high inflation.

The second part of our plan, Part B,
deal s with reducing inconme taxes by indexing to

inflation. So many of us, we hear the reports
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all the time -- the nost recent one that | saw
was from Wall etHub, and it reported New York is
the 2022 state with the nost tax burden. Qur
constituents are looking to us, their elected
| eaders, for help to reverse this trend.

Part B would do this by providing
New York taxpayers with a roughly 300 mllion
annual tax break. Part B would prevent stealth

tax increases by adjusting tax brackets for

inflation, commonly known as indexing. Inflation

causes what is known as bracket creep, which
results in our taxpayers noving into higher tax
brackets. This results in taxpayers paying

hi gher taxes without any real increase to their
i ncone.

During this period of ranpant
inflation, taxpayers will face stealth tax
i ncreases never approved for or voted on or
di scussed by their el ected | ammuakers.

The third part of our plan, Part C,
woul d increase child tax credits, sonething that
we all hear is desperately needed. This part
woul d i ncrease and expand the val ue of tax
credits, which would help to nmake chil dcare nore

af fordabl e for struggling New York famlies.
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Currently the Enpire State Child Credit only
applies to children above the age of 4. This
proposal would elimnate that threshold and nake
it apply to all children.

Additionally, this proposal would
recouple New York's tax credit to the federal tax
credit, which would provide roughly 500 mllion
in aid to New York's parents. This change,
believe, will also help us stabilize the
wor kf or ce shortages inpacting every busi ness
sector, from Main Street businesses to
manuf acturing, fromour schools and our nedical
facilities to our nursing hones.

The fourth part of our plan, Part D,

woul d reduce the tax burden for seniors with

private pensions. |'msure everyone in this
chanmber, |ike me, has heard from concerned
seniors in their district. Inflation and rising

costs are forcing many of our seniors to nake
difficult choices: Medications or groceries, gas
in the car or pay the utility bills.

Part D allows seniors to keep nore
of their hard-earned retirenent incone by
i ncreasi ng the value of private pensions and

annuities that are tax-free for people over the
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age of 59% fromits current value of $20, 000.
The anobunt woul d be increased as follows. In
2023, it would go up to 25,000; in '24, 30, 000;
in'25, 35,000; in '26 and beyond, to $40, 000.

The final part of our five-point
plan, Part E, is a fix to Unenploynment |nsurance
Fund issues by establishing set contribution
rates and a reserve fund. This part would
alleviate the billions of dollars in unenpl oynent
i nsurance taxes and assessnents on small business
as a result of the -- (pause for background noise
to subside). This part would alleviate the
billions in unenpl oynent insurance taxes and
assessnents on small businesses as a result of
pandem c-related job loss, failed state policy,
forced closures, and ranpant fraud. On fraud
al one, the Conptroller's office recently
identified $11 billion in inproper unenpl oyment
paynents.

Part E woul d protect businesses from
t hese tax increases by reducing rates, paying
down the deficit, and creating an unenpl oynment
i nsurance insol vency reserve fund.

So, M. President, with your support

and with the support of all of our colleagues in
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this chanber, we can pass this anendnment and show
our constituents and our |ocal enployers that
they are our top priority -- not our own
sel f-interest.

For all these reasons,
M. President, | strongly urge you to reconsider
your ruling.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Hel m ng.

| would Iike to rem nd the house
that the vote is on the procedures of the house
and the ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

SENATOR LANZA: Request a show of

hands.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: So
or der ed.
Call the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 16.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief

is before the house.

The Secretary will ring the bell.
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The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1927, Senate Print 9617, by
Senator Stewart-Cousins, an act to amend the
Legi sl ative Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrell o, why do you rise?

SENATOR BORRELLO First of all, to
say Merry Christnmas and Happy Hol i days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Merry
Christmas, Senator Borrello. Happy Hol i days.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
M. President.

Wul d t he sponsor yield for sone
guestions -- for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
Senat or Krueger will be handling debate for the
Maj ority.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator G anaris.

Senat or Krueger, do you yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
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Krueger vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO First of all,
Merry Christmas, Happy Hol i days.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

SENATOR BORRELLO So j ust
curious -- and I"'msure a lot of New Yorkers are
curious -- we're here a couple of days before
Christmas. So why are we here right now at this
particular time to vote on this single bill?
What's the reason?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Because
technically you cannot vote for a salary raise
for the existing | egislative session, only for
t he next Legislature.

So cone January 1, some of us won't
be here anynore because we are not returning, and
some new people on both sides will be here, and
this salary raise will apply to them Now, when
| say "them™ in your and ny case, | think it
i ncl udes both of us as part of "them™

But that is why we're doing it now,
because ot herwi se any salary increase wouldn't go
into effect until January '25.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

M. President, will the sponsor
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continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: So we have a few
days left in the year, and that's an
under st andabl e expl anation as to why. But yet we
were -- we could have done this three nonths ago,
si x nmonths ago, before the election -- which
probably woul d have been a nice thing for the
peopl e of New York to understand this was the
intent.

Wiy did we wait so long, until just
a few days before the end of the year?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Because for any
nunber of reasons -- and there are nmany -- there
have been whol e sections of decades where we
didn't do increases in salary. And then we had a
conmi ssion and then we had a court case, and we
couldn't do any action during the court case.

And then you need a governor who's
going to actually sign this, because otherw se

what is the point. And we've had governors who
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didn't want to sign this or governors who seened
to think they could do trading deals on other
things the Legislature didn't support in
exchange.

So we do find ourselves in this rare
nmonment of the history that | have been part of
where we can vote for it for the next session, we
have justification for it. And sort of the stars

have aligned that we believe both houses will

pass this and a governor will sign it.
Now, |'ve been here since 2002, and
| believe this will only be the second raise the

Legi sl ature has seen actually since 1998. So
it'"s not like we do this very often.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

M. President, will the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Krueger vyi el ds.

SENATCOR BORRELLO So | understand
the Legislature -- that there was sone litigation

that was going on. But you bring up the
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Governor. And it actually brought up a thought
in ny head.

Now, let's just assune for a nonent
that every Denocrat here votes for this and every
Republ i can votes against it. You have a
supermgjority, which is enough to override a
veto. Yet in the three years |'ve been here,
|"ve never seen you override a veto.

In fact, we're conm ng here today
after the CGovernor vetoed several bills, sonme of
which that were really inportant to a | ot of
people on -- ny friends on the other side of the
aisle, that you could very easily override the
vote on. You've got things that would help fol ks
who are devel opnental |y di sabl ed, Senat or
Mannion's bill; things to hel p working seniors,
Senator May's bill; dyslexia, clinmate change,
shoreline flooding. Yet this body has never
overridden a veto.

Why woul dn't you do that? And if
you were to -- if she were to veto this pay
i ncrease, you could override that. Wy do we
have to wait for a Governor that would actually,
you know, sign this, because clearly you don't

need t hat.
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Well, | don't
know if that's actually true. Certainly evidence
is even when either party in this house has had a
superngjority, or the Assenbly across the hall,
it's been extraordinarily rare, as you point out,
for people to actually pull off enough votes for
a veto of the Covernor.

So |, standing here today, certainly
couldn't say in honesty that | inmagined that we
could get 42 votes to override any specific veto,
nor that the Assenbly could get the required
nunber that they have, 76 -- a hundred votes,
thank you. Onh, right, two-thirds, hello -- a
hundred votes to override a vote. |1'mnot sure
that that woul d be possible today either. |
guess we woul d have to explore that if the option
was before us.

But right now, we're hoping that we
have the votes to pass this bill. The Assenbly,
we believe, is also intending to pass the bill; |
know they are going to the floor or have gone to
the floor today as well on the same bill. And |
believe that the Governor will sign this. |
don't know, but | believe.

So | don't think the supermajority
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guestion conmes into play today. But | think it
al so highlights what | think we all know. Even
if you have a supermajority on any given day on
any given bill, it's statistically very rare that
100 percent of us, in the case of the Senate
Dens, would be in exact agreenent and you could
get all of us to vote in a certain way. W have
differences in opinion in our conference as | am
sure you have differences of opinion in your
conference. That's what nakes, you know, the
magi ¢ of denocracy.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

M. President, will the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: I will,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Krueger vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So this salary
increase is $32,000. Unprecedented. There are
certainly people that don't make that in a year,
and we're going to give this in one fell swoop.

Wiy that nunber? Wiy $32, 0007
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SENATOR KRUEGER: So it is
factoring in where the conm ssion was |ikely or
had recormended we go by 2021. And now we're
tal ki ng about '23, so we nade sone adjustnents
going up fromwhere '21 to '23 would bring us.

And we did factor in an inflation
rate. And as you pointed out -- or, excuse ne,
as your coll eague pointed out, we are living in a
time of very high inflation.

We're al so, frankly, assum ng that
we will go many, nany years again before we
i ncrease the salary, based on the statistics of
how i nfrequently we raise our salaries. And |
know that | have had constituents tell me they
don't understand how you woul d have a job that
didn't do any increases in salary for 18,

20 years at a tine, howthat is that possible.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So you brought
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up the salary conm ssion. Wich, yes, they had
recommended originally to go to 130,000 in '21.
So two years later, it's $12,000 over two years
above their recommendation. That's -- even with
this high inflation we're experiencing now, it's
still well above the rate of inflation.

So, | guess, how do we justify
$12, 000 over the reconmendation that woul d have
only gone into place last year? That's ny
guesti on.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So what we
actually attenpted to do was to cal cul ate what
the inflation inpact would have been if we were
correctly adjusting our salary over tine for --
over the last 20 years.

So if we had just done -- so forget
what the conm ssion recomended. |f we had just
done an inflationary adjustnent from 79, 500,
which it was 20 years ago, to today, we'd
actually be raising our salary to 145,000. So
we're actually raising it to below what inflation
woul d have put us at.

SENATOR BORRELLO W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WI1l the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So it was
really, in essence, going against what the salary
commi ssion has done, it was just a calculation
based on the inflation rate since the 79.5 when
there were also stipends to the -- were those
sti pends included, |like as an average? because
there were additional stipends given for -- ny
understanding, | wasn't here -- for |eadership
positions and chairs of commttees and ranking
menbers and so forth. VWhich I'm understandi ng
nost, except for the nost junior nmenbers, did
receive

So was that factored into your
sal ary cal cul ati on?

SENATOR KRUECGER: So the conmi ssion
did get rid of the vast majority of the stipends.
| think there's only -- (pause).

So there's a small nunber of
| eadership stipends that are left in the | aw
since the conm ssion nade its determ nation.

We're not changing that.
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And as far as historical stipends, |
think it's sort of nbot at this point because
t hose are people who cane and |eft, they were
different points in time in the Legislature.

| personally have always held the
phil osophy that | didn't support stipends, so |
never took mne. And | don't take m ne now.

And agai n, everyone can have their
own opinions on these. And | amperfectly
confortable with -- if your coll eagues who vote
no today don't want the increase in their salary,
| have learned it's very easy to give it back
You just wite a note to Tom Di Napoli, the
Conmptrol ler, saying "Don't give nme the extra
noney, " and he doesn't, and it stays in the
General Fund.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO | amcertain

that my coll eagues, who all work very hard,
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aren't going to want to take | ess than those that
perhaps don't work as hard at this job. So |
woul d say that that's probably a noot point. 1In
the private sector you get conpensated for the
wor k that you do; not so here.

So that being said, ny question is,
are you aware of what other |egislatures nmake
across this nation? And this would obviously
make us the highest paid. Do you have any -- you
know, was there any conparison to what other
| egi sl atures do?

| know you -- | know ny friends on
the other side of the aisle |love to keep up with
California. Well, you're going to surpass them
in this particular race.

So was there any thought given to
t hat ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: We did do that
wor K.

|"d |ike to point out,

M. President, that | appreciate ny coll eague's

point that their menbers work very hard, so he

assunmes that they will probably take the sal ary
increase. | think we are actually all in
agreenent with that. W all work very hard. In
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fact, | know few peopl e who have job descriptions
that require pretty nmuch 24/7 response to their
comunity -- that we cone up here for six nonths
a year and we do the work on the floor of the
Legislature and in commttees and in hearings, we
go hone, and guess what, everyone needs us on the
weekends and on the eveni ngs.

So | personally can happily stand
here and say | know that all 63 -- maybe there
are still 62 until January 1st, whatever -- 63 of
us work extremely hard on behal f of our
constituents. And | don't think anyone should
decide not to take the salary increase. But if
they feel so strongly about this issue, they
certainly have the ability not to take the salary
i ncrease.

| think that you are correct, we
will now be the highest-paid state |legislature in
the country. W're also, as al so has been
poi nted out earlier, one of the nobst expensive
countries -- excuse nme, one of the nobst expensive
states in the country, where our cost of |iving
is significantly higher than nost states. And
sonme of us live in a section of the state where

our cost of living is radically higher than nost
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of the State of New York or any of the other
49 states. Maybe not Hawaii; it's dam expensive
in Hawaii. But we did |ook at the other states.

But we al so | ooked at | ocal -el ection
governments. The City Council nakes
significantly nore than we in the State
Legislature. | believe that the Nassau and
Suffol k County | egislatures make nore. | think
there are other | ocal governnents around the
state where they make nore.

And | think we'd still be nmaking
| ess than pharnmacies at -- the pharnacists,
excuse nme -- at which pharmacies did we | ook up?
It was a report | read.

SENATOR BORRELLO (I naudi bl e.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: So that -- pardon
me? | |love pharnmacists. W need themall, trust
me. But I'mnot sure they work 24/7. And so we
can find many career paths in the State of
New York that would definitely be nore lucrative
than the Legislature before or after this salary
i ncrease.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WI1l the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Do you happen to
know what the average famly incone is in
New Yor k State?

SENATOR KRUEGER: We' Il have to get
that for you. But you m ght know t he answer and
tell ne.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Wul d t he
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Yes, the answer
to the question, according to the U S. Census for
2021, was $74,314. That's what the average
famly income is in New York State.

So we're going to give individuals
in this chanber roughly doubl e what the average
famly in New York State makes. | realize -- |

agree with you, New York State is an expensive
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place to live. Largely due to the actions that
happen in this chanber, unfortunately. But it is
still double what the average fam |y incone makes
i n New York.

So with that being said, you know,
to have this big junp -- was there any
consideration given to just taking the salary we
have now and maybe indexing it to inflation so,
as you said, we don't have to cone back and have
t hese debates and conversations and consternation
over?

Why not just peg it to inflation so
that if that salary was acceptabl e when you took
it, and you stayed here for whatever period of
time, it will still be essentially, in real
dollars -- or, excuse ne, inflation-adjusted
dol l ars, the sanme salary? Wy wouldn't we just
do that?

SENATOR KRUEGER: That was not the
agreenent that was cone to for this nonent in
hi story.

It's an interesting proposal. |
al ways |ike inflation-adjusted progranms. And
since as | previously explained, technically this

salary raise will still be belowif we had just
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done inflation for the | ast 20 years, you could
make the proposal in January, perhaps, that we
shoul d pass a |aw that we are now al so going to
do an inflation adjustnment for future |egislative
sessions, which will perhaps avoid this
conversation or this scene in any future
| egi sl ative years.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

M. President, will the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So state
| egi sl atures across the nation, sonme are
part-tinme, sonme are full-tinme, but in California,
which is a nuch larger state than New York, they
make $119,702 a year. W'Il be nore than that.
Much | arger state, |arger popul ation.

The state of Florida, a nuch |arger
popul ati on than New York State, $29,697. Texas,
a larger state than New York: $7,200 is what

t hey make per year. Sonehow these guys
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survive -- these nmen and wonen survive making
these salaries and still are legislators and
al so, with the exception of California, have a
| ower tax burden than New York State does.

So with that being said, you are now
elevating this to $142,000 a year. W all agree
that we work hard. 1Is this now going to be a
full-time position? Since you're also limting
out si de i ncone, which would make it a, by
definition --

SENATOR KRUEGER: W have limted
outside incone. And we have not witten into
this bill making it full-time, although I would
certainly be a supporter of that.

O, as | often explain to people,
have been here now 20, al nost 21 years. | nust
be doing it very badly; it takes ne 24/7 after
21 years. So | do believe it is a full-time job
for nyself, and I don't have another job. O her
peopl e have figured out how to conmbi ne what they
do in the Legislature with outside incone. M --
nmy hat goes off to them because | just don't
even understand -- | sonetines don't get ny
| aundry done for X nunber of weeks because |'m so

busy. So it's amazing that people can pull al

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

6044

of this off.

Havi ng said that, we are changi ng
the rules so that the anmount of outside inconme
will be limted and actually even | ess avail abl e
to you after a two-year period, because we
i mpl enent new rules to go in two years from now.

And to be honest, | think the
definition of part-tine versus full-tinme my need
clarification in our current law. But | would
chal I enge any of ny coll eagues here with ne today
to stand up and say, yeah, they think it's a
part-tinme job, they're really only doing it
part-tinme, because | just don't see that reality
in any of our districts anywhere in the State of
New Yor k.

So | would be fine with changing the
definition to full-tine.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUECGER: Yes, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So | believe
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that that -- that definition may be tied to the
Constitution of this state of a part-tine
position. And | think that was w se, because we
want citizen | egislators, people who have skin in
the gane in the success of New York State's
econony.

And those that are nore insul ated
fromthat by bad policy decisions -- which we
will now be that nmuch nore financially insulated
fromthat -- | think that was the reason why, and
probably should remain that way. That's why it

shoul d be a part-tinme position, in my opinion.

But with that said, I'mnot sure --
and if you can answer this -- can we limt
outside incone when it is still, according to the

Constitution, a part-tinme position?

SENATOR KRUEGER: "' m advi sed by
counsel that yes, we can.

| suppose soneone can litigate that
guestion once it is the |l anguage of the |aw,
since we all know everything can be litigated
here once it passes. But we are fairly
confident that the language in the |law to be
passed today woul d withstand constitutional

scrutiny.
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SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO Senat or Krueger,
t hank you very much. Qur |ast exchange | think
inthe literary world will be called
f oreshadowi ng when it conmes to future litigation
potentially.

You know, the people of New York
State have suffered a lot, M. President.
They' ve suffered a | ot unfortunately because of
the self-inflicted wounds that have happened
here. And they have asked us to conme back and do
a special session -- |'ve heard it fromny
constituents, |I've heard it frompundits, |'ve
heard it fromlocal elected officials: Go back
to Albany and fix the things that you' ve broken.
Nunber first and forenost, public safety, crineg,
the so-called crimnal justice reforms. Go back
and fix that. W're not doing that.

Go back and take care of the
Unenpl oynment | nsurance Fund, which is at its
hi ghest level -- its lowest level, it's

practically bankrupt. And instead of refilling
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that fund, and com ng back to do that and using
funds that we have available to help fill that
crater that inpacts every single business, every
smal | busi ness owner -- anyone that wites a pay
check is being inpacted by that. W're not

com ng back to do that.

We're not com ng back to address the
anmendnent that Senator Hel mng offered, all those
great ideas that would actually do things to
i mprove the lives of New Yorkers going into 2023.

W' ve conme back here today, a couple
of days before Christmas, to raise our own
salary. That's what we're doing here today.

None of the other stuff that New Yorkers really
want. Because | don't think in a poll a nmgjority
of New Yorkers -- not even close -- would say you
shoul d go back to Al bany in special session and
gi ve yourselves a raise and pat yourselves on the
back. Because that's what we're doi ng today.

We're al so tal king about limting
outside incone. Sounds like a great idea. |'m
sure on the surface a | ot of people would think
that's a good idea. The problemwth that is it
further insulates us fromthe inpact of the harm

that we do. [|I'ma small business owner, ny wfe
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and |I. Every day we deal with the inpact of the
hi gh taxes, of the overregulation. | bear the
scars every day when | walk into this chanmber or
do ny job back in the district of what it's like
to do business here, to operate a business. As
do others -- the farnmers that we have in the
Legi sl ature, people that are professionals. They
under stand t hat.

And the | ess people like that in
this chanber, the less -- the nore out of touch
this chanber will becone.

Qur founding fathers left tyranny
because they were ruled by people that weren't
i npacted by their own decisions. They had lots
of noney, they had lots of food, they had | ots of
i ndependence because they ruled the roost. And
that's why our founding fathers cane here and
founded this nation. And they intended, in
Washi ngton as well, for there to be citizen
| egi slators that had skin in the game in the
success of our nation and our state.

Today we take a big, giant step
backwards, a giant step backwards in ensuring
that we are in touch with the needs of the people

we represent. That's what this does today. You
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can dress it up any way you want, but that's what
it does today. W're going to get paid double
what a famly makes -- a famly, an average
famly in New York State makes. W're going to
get paid double that, each individual

And you're not going to have to
worry about paying those rising gas bills, thanks
to the CLCPA and the CAC that just a couple of
days ago signed what the New York Post aptly
called the "green suicide pact" that's going to
rai se the cost of everything in New York State --
and get zero inpact, by the way, on greenhouse
gas enissions as we continue to inmport nore power
fromdirty, old-fashioned coal plants in places
i ke Honer City, Pennsylvania, to power New York
State. So it's going to nake it nore expensive,
and we're going to be that nuch nore out of touch
with reality.

And that's the problemw th this
bill. It is out of touch with what the average
New Yor ker has to deal wth.

So, M. President, |I'Il be voting
no. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank

you, Senator Borrello.
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Are there any other Senators wi shing

to be heard?
Senat or Lanza.

SENATOR LANZA:

M . President,

weren't here to see

BAIl LEY: Senat or

thank you. 1It's good to see you, all ny
col | eagues, although | w sh
you.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT
Lanza, are you on the bill or

sponsor to yield?

SENATOR LANZA:
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT
Lanza on the bill.

SENATOR LANZA:

So there are two

| egi sl ation, obviously.

with a very steep pay raise for |egislators,

here in the Senate and in the Assenbly.

are you asking the
|"mon the bill,
BAI LEY:

Senat or

On the bill.

parts to this

The one portion deal s

bot h
And t he

ot her portion deals with noving beyond and endi ng

the idea that a citizen legislature is best for

t he people of New York. 1'll

part.

take up the first

So with respect to a pay raise, | --

you know, |

think there are two valid theories
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that 1've often thought about with respect to the
salary of a nenber of this body. On the one
hand, | think, having come fromthe private
sector -- | had a business that devel oped
software, | worked to get nmy CPA at Peat Marw ck
a hundred years ago. | was in the DA's office in
Manhattan -- not the private sector. But
nevertheless, | keep doing different things. So
|'ve seen a |lot about -- |I've seen a lot with
respect to, you know, what different jobs pay and
what they're worth.

And | think you can make a very good
argunent that if you do this job right and you
devote yourself in the way that you ought to,
that if you were to try to sort of equate the
val ue of our service to what happens in the
private sector, | think you could nake a very
good argunent that the salary ought to be 162,
142, 175, 200, 225. | think you could make that
argurment, M. President. And | would nake that
ar gunent .

| think there's another theory that
| thought -- think is valid if you believe in the
idea, as | do, in acitizen |legislature, that

woul d suggest that perhaps the salaries -- don't
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throw anything -- that the salary ought to be cut
dramatically.

The theory there -- and sone states
do this, by the way. The theory there is that
you don't come here to make a living fromthe
t axpayer, you conme fromyour comunity, from your
nei ghbor hoods, from your jobs -- jobs |like the
peopl e who are your constituents have -- you cone
here, you do the people's work, you do a budget,
you pass inportant |egislation, and then you go
back to, quote, unquote -- | don't want to
di sparage -- but your real job. Which keeps you
connected, as Senator Borrell o suggested, keeps
you connected to | think what is inmportant to the
peopl e that we represent.

And so | think there are two sides
to the argunent. W can debate those. And |
think there's some validity to both sides. |
fall on the, you know, pay-cut side. | think you
end up with a better |egislature eventually.

But whi chever side of the argunent
you subscribe to or support, it is said that
timng is everything inlife. And the really
serious problem| have with respect to the pay

raise is its timng. And | don't nean two days
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before Christmas Eve. | don't nmean in the
Hanukkah season. | don't nean in the season that
peopl e are cel ebrating many different things.
don't mean a couple of days before the year end
when we're going to have a new | egislative
session in a week or two. | don't mean that

tim ng.

| nmean the timng of what is
happening right now in New York State, what is
happening at this tine in the lives of the people
We represent.

Thousands of New Yorkers are goi ng
cry thensel ves to sleep tonight and every night
because they lost their son or their daughter or
their sister or their brother or their aunt or
their uncle or their nother or their father to
drug overdose deaths. Fentanyl, flooding into
the State of New York for a variety of reasons,
chi ef anong them in ny opinion, because of bad
policies and bad nmessaging by elected officials
in this state. Because of things |ike sanctuary
states and we think we ought to be nore
perm ssive when it conmes to things that are
killing our children rather than | ess perm ssive.

At this time, right now, today,
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New Yorkers are trying to figure out howin

you- know-what's name they're going to be able to
afford to put a neal on their holiday table.

just saw, in the supernmarket, iceberg |ettuce.
That was the cheapest of all the nost affordable
of all lettuce once upon a tinme. Nine dollars.
Ni ne dol | ars.

Gasol i ne, prohibitive. Diesel fuel
prohi bitive. The cost of groceries -- eggs and
everything else -- with inflation, making
people's lives mserable and not what they ought
to be in the greatest state in the union. Again,
because of what | believe to be bad policies in
this state.

Student |oans. People trying to
figure out what they're going to do about that.
Again, | don't think any of us have ever really
addressed what to do about that in the proper
way, either party.

Taxes. Of the charts in New York
Qut of control in New York. |If you work one job
or two jobs in New York, you take hone | ess of
your noney than just about anywhere on the
pl anet. Again, bad policies handed down by our

gover nnent .
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Crine. Qut of control. At this
time, on this day, in the State of New York.
Once upon a tine | stood on this floor and said:
Hey, if you go forward with these policies, as a
former prosecutor I'Il tell you that crinme is
going to beconme out of control. | was called by
t he Governor a fearnonger and a | ot of other
t hings besides a child of God. | see
Senat or Ranps shaki ng her head. Yup,

f ear nongeri ng.

Well, guess what? Unfortunately and
sadly -- and | said it that day, | hoped | would
be wong. But | was not, and crine is out of
control

| have constituents telling ne,
based on what they see happening, that they're
afraid to stand on the subway platform that
they're afraid to ride the subway. W' ve got
el ected officials in New York City saying, Oh,

there's a perception of crinme. W had the MIA

chai rman say: Well, all these thousands of
crinmes, we ought to be happy. If we were a city
of X anpbunt of mllions of riders or citizens,

this would be a low crinme rate.

VWhen we tal k about crime, it's a
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word that has an inpact at this nonent, at this
time, in the lives of all New Yorkers. More
peopl e over the | ast several years were
burgl ari zed, were robbed, were nurdered, were
raped, and the list goes on. And you cannot deny
that that is the fact. W've had nore victins of
crime, our neighbors have been victin zed nore in
the | ast several years than anything we' ve seen
before. Again, | will say, because of bad
policies here in New York

So with all that going on, in this
nmonment, at this tinme, ny coll eagues across the
aisle, the CGovernor, the Denocrats in the
Assenbly, they have a gift. They have the
solution. They've had an epi phany. Let's hurry
up back, in the waning days of 2022, for a
speci al session because all this is going wong
and our constituents and our citizens are
hurting. Here's what we're going to do about it.
We're going to give ourselves a big fat rai se.
And we're going to hand the bill, we're going to
hand the bill to the people of New York, who are
burdened by everything | just discussed.

Hey, New Yorkers, you can't afford

to put a nmeal on your table for the holiday?
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Here's what I'mgoing to do for you. |'m going
to raise your taxes by -- | didn't hear what the
fiscal inpact -- 6 mllion, 7 mllion? Whatever

it is. Merry Christnmas, Happy Hanukkah,

Happy Kwanzaa, happy everything you cel ebrate.
And in spite of everything you' re going through
here's another bill, here's another sonething
that you need to figure out how to pay for.

This timng is horrific. Two years

ago, four years ago -- | don't know. | knowit's
never confortable. It's never easy politically
to do these things. | get that. | was in the

majority too. W never didit. That's how hard
it is, | suppose.

But of all the tines in all the
years that |'ve been living in New York State --
which is ny entire life -- this is the worst
time, the worst tinme to tell our constituents,
Enpty your pockets, tighten your belts even nore,
because the Legislature is going to give itself a
bi g raise.

Ch, and by the way, it would be one
thing if they were being handed this bill and
some of those other things are being addressed in

this special session that we needed to be called
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fromour homes and our famlies, with a couple of
days left in New York, to address none of those
things. Not a single one of those things.
Tonmorrow can any New Yor ker wake up and say,
Well, at |least while they gave thensel ves a
raise, at least | think next year there will be
fewer drug overdoses? Maybe next year there's
going to be less crinme? Maybe next year the food
prices are going to go down? Maybe next year
"1l figure out how to pay for ny kid' s college?
None of that happens here. It's terrible timng.

Citizen legislature. People could

debate on both sides of the issue. | think it's
important. | think it is inportant that the
peopl e who serve the people -- renenber,

government of the people, by the people, for the
people -- that it's actually really people that
are serving the people who understand exactly how
their people live their lives. That the
deci sions that are nade here affect the people
who nake them-- all of us -- in the sanme way
that they affect the people we represent.

| don't believe that |egislators
ought to be imune fromthe decisions that they

make. | believe legislators should cone fromthe
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sanme places that the people they represent cone
from Oherwise, | believe what you end up with
is a permanent elite political class. That is ny
fear, that whether it's a year fromnow or five
years from now or 10 years from now, we're going
to have a | egislature conprised with peopl e whose
only skill is getting elected. Because that wll
be the only skill that matters in their |ives,
how to get el ected.

The idea, in the citizen
| egi slature, is that we would have farners, we
woul d have el ectricians and carpenters and bodega
owners and bagel shop owners and pi zzeria owners
and |l awers and el ectricians and restaurateurs,
and the |list goes on. Because when | egislation
woul d be consi dered, sonmeone would stand up and
say, Hey, as a lawer | can tell you how this
affects ny ability to represent the interests of
the client. Hey, as a farner | can tell you why
this is going to nake it nore difficult for me to
produce. As this or that or the other thing, |
lived this. This is not words on a page. |It's
not academic. It's life. | get it. This is how
it'"s going to affect the electricians in ny

district, because |'man electrician. This is
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how it's going to affect the teachers in ny
district and their ability to teach, because |I'm
a teacher. | knowit. It's not theory, it's ny
life. And | understand it. And | bring that
expertise to the table.

But nore than that, because
you'll -- there are smart people out there that
have expertise that won't have outside incone,
but to have skin in the ganme neans that you
really have to feel it and know it and understand
it. It's personal. And therefore, the interests
of your constituents becones personal

My fear is that with a political --
permanent political class only, and not a citizen
| egislature, is that the legislature's interests
wi |l beconme so separated, as Senator Borrello |
think said, fromthe people. And that if the
only income you have if you' re here as a Senator
or an Assenbl ynenber and you are dependent on
only your salary and the taxpayer paying it for
your livelihood -- because |'ve heard this notion
about who are you going to serve and how many are
you going to serve and all that kind of stuff.
Well, there will be only one thing left to serve,

and that is your reelection. Because that's al
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you' | | have.

For those of you -- for those of
us -- maybe, you know, at one point as this
progresses, maybe one day we'll only have
billionaires and bums. Forgive the pejorative, |
suppose on both ends. Billionaires and buns.

If you're a trust fund child, none
of this affects you, you don't care. But for the
overall majority of the people that | hope
continue to want to serve the people of the State
of New York, it won't only be people who |ive off
trust funds, it won't only be people who are
billionaires. It will be, you know, the people
who do the living and the dying and the breathing
and the bl eeding and sweating in this state.

But what you'll end up wth,
bel i eve, when you elimnate a citizen
| egislature, is a political class whose only
mssion, if this is all that you have, this is
all you depend on to provide for yourself and

your famly, if that's all you have, then you

will only serve one interest, and that is to get
reelected. And we'll have | ess governnent, nore
politics. | think there's already too much

politics in the gane today. Everyone's at fault,
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both parties. And you're going to have nore of
it.

The idea of corruption, you've read

the stories -- |I've been here | ong enough to know
that 98.9 percent -- | could give you all the
cases. | don't want to nmention nanes. It's the
holiday season. It's not kind. It wouldn't be
civil. It's never outside inconme. |It's people
selling -- selling their position. That's what

it's always been. You don't need outside incone
to do that. W're replete, sadly, with cases of
that type of corruption. People sell their vote,
they sell their power. It has nothing to do with
out si de i ncorne.

We've had corruption in the City of
New York wi th canpai gn finance, people running
just so they can take a taxpayer check and pay
t hensel ves and their buddies and their
consul tants, having no desire or interest to
actually serve or even win. That's comng to a
t heater near you soon.

So this has nothing to do with that.
You know, that argunent is out there. You | ook
at all the cases of, quote, unquote, corruption

and all the people that have been sort of
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swal | owed by those problens, and none of it has
to do with them

And anyway, there are exceptions.
Right? So you could still have
multi-mllion-dollar real estate holdings --
right, conmercial real estate in Manhattan or
wherever -- and receive mllions of dollars in
rental inconme. |'msure you could do that as an
absent ee nmenber of the Assenbly -- of the Senate
sonmehow. Right? Manage all your properties,
make mllions, that's okay.

| renmenber one of the reasons why we
needed to do this, it was suggested, was, well,
you | ook at the former governor, wote a book.
You can still wite a book. 1It's there, you can
wite a book. Royalties.

M. President, there's an idea.
There's an idea. 1've been here |ong enough.
|"ve seen a lot of interesting things. W could
all wite a book. It would certainly be engagi ng
reading, if not disturbing. |'ve seen a |lot.
Senator Savino's seen a lot. Those of us who
have been here have seen a lot. Wite a book.
That was the evil we were going to cl eanse

ourselves of: ©Ch, that governor, he wote a
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book, he made mllions, evil. You can stil
wite a book.

So there are a | ot of exceptions

even here. |It's just there's exceptions for
certain people. | would argue that sone of the
things you can still do would take far nore tine,

Senat or Krueger, away from your responsibilities
and duties as a nenber of the Senate. It
probably takes a lot of work to wite a book. It
probably takes a | ot of work to rmanage your
commercial real estate portfolio. It probably
takes a | ot of work.

You can still have -- and | agree
with this, you can still have capital gains. It
probably takes a lot of work and a ot of tinme to
manage your multi-mllion-dollar investnent
portfolio. Right? I1f you were |ucky enough to
be born rich or nade it before you got here or
whil e you got here or whatever, you can still do
t hat .

There are people that are doing
that. They've made a | ot of noney off their
investnments. It doesn't happen by accident,
you' ve got to manage it. You' ve got to go out

there, you' ve got to do work, you' ve got to do
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things. There are pitfalls there, there are
tenptations there, there are all sorts of things
that are tal ked about in terns of why that m ght
not be a good idea. It exists, with all these
exceptions.

But again, for ne, the biggest issue
is that you will end up with a | egislature one
day, God forbid, conprised of nenbers that really
don't live the sanme kind of lives as the people
they represent, that really don't have the sane
interests as the people they represent. And when
t hat happens, when that happens, you are not
going to have a legislature of the people. You
are not going to have a legislature that even
under st ands and appreciates what is the right
thing to do and what is the wong thing to do.

And in spite of some of the
argurments by a few people out there that
really -- | don't know what their qualifications
are. | don't nean people in this body, | nean
out there, the busybodies, the critics, whose
only qualification seens to be able to send out
tweets and criticize everything and have no skil
of their own, but they do it.

At the end of the day, even the
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thing they say that this will do will be so far
fromthe truth. And by then it will be too |ate.
You're not going to end up with -- here's anot her
prediction. | hope I'"'mwong, I'll say it again.
You're not going to end up with | ess corruption,
M. President. You're going to end up with nore
corruption. That is the nature of the way things
wor K.

And the final thing I'lIl say --
appl ause, that's an appl ause |ine.

(Pause; laughter.)

SENATOR LANZA: The final thing
"1l say, M. President, is the Constitution.
And it matters. It does matter. You know, we're
a state of laws, a land of laws. | believe, in
my hunble opinion -- | said not too | ong ago, a
coupl e of nonths ago that there was a bill passed
here that the Governor signed that | believed, in
nmy | egal opinion, was unconstitutional. | think
so far it seens to be trending that way in the
courts. | think ultimately it will end up that
way, there's no doubt in my m nd.

| think there is a serious
constitutional issue here as well. | think this

redefines the qualifications to becone a nenber
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of the Assenbly, to becone a nenber of the

Senate. You know, it's anal ogous,

Senator Myrie -- like the Constitution of the
United States says that to be president -- you
should ook into it -- it's 35, you have to be

35 years old, you have to be a citizen of this
country. |If Congress were to propose a |aw that
said you can run for president at 22, it would be
unconstitutional because it would change the

qgual i fications.

| think if you read the New York
State Constitution, which establishes this body
and the Assenbly -- my attorney friend
Senat or Savino is shaking her head -- | believe
that this changes the qualification, this puts in
pl ace a new qualification to beconme a nenber of
the Senate or a Menber of the Assenbly.

And therein lies, | believe, the
constitutional issue, which is yesterday you
needed to be a citizen, yesterday you needed to
be of a certain age, yesterday you needed to be a
resident of your district. And tonorrow,
nmet aphorically, you're going to also need to be a
person that does not have an outside job with

certain incone.
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And that, to ne, neans that you are
changing the qualifications to beconme a Senat or
or a Menber of the Assenbly. And | believe
therefore that this neans that this bill is in
violation of the Constitution. | know our
Governor had no problem signing the | ast
unconstitutional bill. I'msure she'll sign this
bill as well.

But for all those reasons,

M. President, | believe this is bad public
policy. | think the timng of this raise is
horrific and it is really insulting to the people
who can't -- that we represent who are finding a
hard tinme maki ng ends neet. The constitutional
issue. The loss of a citizen legislature. |
think those are all reasons why this is bad
public policy and why |I'm going to, at the proper
time, vote in the negative, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.
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Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect January 1, 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Tedi sco to explain his vote.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,

M. President and ny col | eagues.

Al'l of us here today went through a
process that | defined a while back as a savage
attack on representative denocracy. It was
called the New York redistricting process. And
it went through several different permnutations.
It finally got to the Court of Appeals, and the
Court of Appeals basically validated that and
said it was totally unconstitutional

And then we went through a process
to get new districts, and we all have new
districts, changed a little bit. And I'Il tel
you, ny 49th Senatorial District which | have
right nowis a wonderful district. Wen | nove
into the 44th next year, it's a wonderful

district. They're kind, they're caring peopl e.
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They're going to go through sone very holy
hol i days com ng up and cel ebrate that. But
they're also going to join their famlies and
provide gifts for their famlies. And that's
al ways a challenge for them \Wat do | get for
my dad, what do | get for my brother?

As they contact nme as their
representative, they have a very inportant gift
that they'd like ne to say that we could give to
you, and it is the best possible hearing aids
that New York has to offer. Because they think,
and | believe they're right, you're totally
tone-deaf. You're not hearing.

| read three papers a day, and
apparently you don't read the papers or listen to
t he nedi a, because we're facing sone of the worst
inflation in nore than 30 years. And in the
worst inflation in 30 years, shortly the New York
State Thruway, facel ess bureaucrats, those who
are not elected, those who said at one point it
woul d be totally free to have a Thruway, our main
construction system-- totally free -- it's going
to provide a 75 percent increase to our
i mpoveri shed popul ation, the people who | east can

afford to put $30, $50, $80 inside an account and
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let it |anguish there.

Where they spent 60 cents to bring
their sons or daughters to the doctor's on the
Thruway, they're going to get a bill for $2.60,
because they're not E-ZPass users and it's a
75 percent increase. That's what's happeni ng out
there in the community.

Shortly, in a week and a half, you
know this, you're going to add 16 cents on a
gal l on of gasoline for the 19.5 mllion people in
New York State. For those who have to fill up
their tank that may be $3 or $4, you're going to
add 16 cents -- in the mdst of a tinme where
we're paying close to 1% or close to twice the
anount they usually pay for gasoline.

And to pour sone salt in the wound
at this tinme, you brought us back here -- and |
don't know if you know this or researched it,
because | | ooked at it, | talked to the
prof essionals, fromour constituents who are
| eaving -- you're using thirty or nore thousand
dollars, thirty to $35,000 to get in this room
today, to bring us all back. Now, | would think
usi ng $35, 000 of my constituents' and constituents

across the state's noney to do some good things
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here that would affect their quality of life
that mght --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Tedi sco, in the spirit of the holidays, |I'm going
to give you 30 nore seconds. But you're past
your two mnutes to explain your vote.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Ckay.

You m ght have taken care of the
Thruway system you m ght have elimnated the
gasoline tax, but you didn't do that. You cane
here for one reason, aggrandi ze yourself and nmake
you the highest paid in salary group of
legislators in the United States of America. |If
that's not tone-deaf and shameful, | don't know
what i s.

You gave yourself a trenmendous bonus
for the holidays. You know what you gave your
constituents? The largest |unp of coal that
anybody has ever received. Even the Ginch, who
you probably conferenced with before you canme out
here and gave you sone direction --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Tedi sco --

SENATOR TEDI SCO -- couldn't get

that |unp of coal --
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Tedi sco, how do you vote?

SENATOR TEDI SCO -- down the top
of the chi meys.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Tedi sco --

SENATOR TEDI SCO. That's how bad
this is.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Tedi sco, how do you vote?

SENATOR TEDI SCO. |"mgoing to vote
no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Tedi sco in the negative.

Thank you, Senator Tedi sco.

Senator Rath to explain his vote.

SENATOR RATH: Thank you,

M. President.

First of all, hello to all ny
col | eagues, and happy hol i days.

Wil e many New Yor kers are working
hard to make ends neet this holiday season, and
many are |iving paycheck to paycheck, today this
New York State Legislature is absolutely

tone-deaf to their financial plight. The work we
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are proposing here today is nothing short of
shamef ul

| nstead of the transparent and
account abl e governnment that New Yorkers want,
what our great state residents are settling for
and what they're winding up with out of this
state legislature is a legislature that is
| aser-focused, and | nean | aser-focused, on
lining their pockets with a 29 percent pay
increase. Amazingly, this $32,000 increase in
pay, just weeks after Election Day, is all for a
part-tinme job. This raise would nake New York
State legislators the highest-paid in our nation,
further contributing to our highest-in-the-nation
tax status.

It is particularly frustrating to ne
that after nonths of political canpaigns and
heari ng about pressing taxpayer issues such as
public safety concerns and runaway i nfl ation,
New Yor k Denocrats have shown through their
actions today that their top priority is a pay
increase. This is absolutely unacceptable, and
it is a conplete betrayal of the voters' trust.

Maki ng matters worse, we are called

to a special session right here today on the eve
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of a historic storm sweeping across our state,
and in the mddle of the holiday season, to make
this vote. |If this Majority and ny coll eagues on
the other side of the aisle truly believe that
this is warranted, they should have had the guts
to express this six nonths ago in front of the
voters or during a regular State Senate session.

Unfortunately, once again we are
rem nded t oday, once again we are rem nded how
truly out of touch this New York State governnent
has beconme. | nust ask this to ny coll eagues:
How on earth do you justify this action here
t oday?

So for these reasons, M. President,
| will be voting in the negative, and | urge al
of ny coll eagues to do the sane.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Rath to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Jordan to explain her vote.

SENATOR JORDAN: Thank you,

M. President.

There are two points | wll nake,

and they have been made but | will reiterate them

so that everyone is sure to hear and pay
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attention.

First, how dare the Majority put a
pay raise through for |egislators just because
you can? Because you can in this state, where
one party rules. How extrenely selfish and how
boorish to do this to the people who pay your
sal aries, the already overburdened taxpayers who
are struggling to pay for their needs. |'m not
talking their wants, |I'mtal king needs, |ike heat
for their hones, gas for their cars so that they
can drive to their jobs, food for their famlies.

Every person in here knew what this
j ob paid when you ran for election. |If the job
didn't pay enough for you, then you should have
found enpl oynent el sewhere. Unless, unless this
pay rai se was sonething that you planned al
along. Did any of you bring this issue up during
t he canpaigns? O course not. Wy? Because you
know t he voters, our constituents, our enployers,
woul dn't go for it. Not in these tinmes of
inflation, in a state that is already costing
everyone way too rmuch to |live here.

The second point | have to make is
that this bill also carries the proviso limting

outside incone for state |egislators. By
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limting outside income while serving, you are
redefining who may serve and excl uding those with
i ncones nore than $35,000, which I find is rather
ironic in this world where inclusivity is
stressed ad nauseam

You are carving out a job
description of professional legislator. In this
bill there is no roomfor the citizen |egislator,
and that will result in Al bany politicians being
further disconnected fromthe real world and the
true state of New York State's econonmy. How
| udi crous and harnful that would be to the people
we serve.

We | ook to our nenbers, who are
restaurateurs, builders, pharnacists, |awers,
store owners, chiropractors, real estate agents,
farmers, food scientists, school bus operators,
busi ness owners to fill us in on the nitty-gritty
of what hurts and what hel ps them This gives us
a true picture of what should or should not be
acted upon.

If we want to redefine who should be
a legislator, naybe we should turn today's bill
totally around and say that a | egislator nust

have a fam |y, must be in business or have
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anot her profession, must own property that they
pay taxes for, because then the |egislator would
truly understand which | egislation would harm or
hel p society. Wat do you think of that?

For all of --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Jordan, we're approaching three mnutes. |f you
can concl ude, please.

SENATOR JORDAN: Il will just say
that | will vote a conmonsense no, and | woul d
wi sh that some of ny coll eagues across the aisle
woul d change their votes to no as well.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Jordan to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Martucci to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR MARTUCCI : Thank you,
M. President.

|"ve only been here in this room
with all of you for two years. And while ny tine
here is short, 1'll start by saying |I'm bl essed
to have nade friendships that | knoww Il last ne
alifetine.

And |'ve cone here to fight every

singl e day on behalf of the people back at hone,
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even when, on days |ike today, the outcone was a
f oregone concl usi on even before nmaking ny trip
here. And all of us in this roomhave nade a
difference in our districts, a significant
difference. And |I'mproud to have worked with
all of you, not only on this side of the aisle
but also the other side of the aisle, for ny
constituents back home. And | thank all of you
for your help in helping nme do ny job better. It
really is a teameffort. And that's an effort
that | personally, M. President, will never
forget.

In short, what |I'msaying is that
|"ve seen the best in all of ny colleagues. 1've
seen ny col | eagues, both Denocrats and
Republ i cans, put the needs of their constituents
before the needs of thenmselves. And not just
once, but day after day, again and again. After
all, that's why nost of us are here, right?

That's why |'m saddened today t hat
many of my col |l eagues on the other side of the
aisle will be voting for this pay raise. During
this time of year we should be renew ng ourself
and our focus to care for each other, care for

one another, and in particular in this job, to
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make sure that we're caring for our constituents.
And voting yourself a $32,000 pay raise is not
caring for your constituents, M. President.
It's downright disrespectful

There are nmany things that we could
be doing here today. W could be addressing
public safety. W could be passing a tax cut.
We coul d be protecting our brave nen and wonen in
the fire service by passing Billy's Law. But
today we're doing none of that. Today we're here
and you're witing yourselves a big fat check on
t he backs of the people that you say you cone
here to fight for. Frankly, it's beneath this
body. It's beneath the dignity and canaraderie
of this chanmber. And again, for that |I'm sad.

M. President, |I'm obviously voting
no on this bill. | urge all of ny coll eagues,
bot h Denocrats and Republicans, to join ne,
because our constituents deserve better. | know
that we're capable of better, because |I've seen
it nyself. And I'msad that this will be ny |ast
menory in the Senate.

And despite nmy affection for all of
you, | will be voting strongly in the negative

and urge ny col |l eagues to do the sane.
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Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Martucci to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Krueger to cl ose.

SENATOR KRUEGER: (I naudi bl e) --
colleagues. I'ma little shocked at sonme of the
t hi ngs that have been sai d.

l"mgoing to go to the concept of a
citizen legislator and what that has nmeant in our
hi story. That's what our founding fathers said.
Guess what? They all needed to be white nen who
owned property. Not wonen, not people of color,
not people who had actual other famly
responsibilities. Because if you were a
property-owni ng nenber of the original Congress,
you were a weal t hy person.

Then 1've heard attacks on wealthy
peopl e who m ght want to be here. 1've heard
attacks on people who don't have jobs who want to
be here.

The only thing that matters to be
here is that you care about this state, you are a
citizen, and you can convi nce people that they
ought to vote for you to represent them Each of

us in this roomhas net those standards, and yet
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so much nore.

But what |'mparticularly concerned
about is the statenent that if we raise our
sal aries, we are sonehow doing a disservice to
our constituents. If we don't get the best and
brightest to want to run for office, to be
willing to put in the tine and the hours on
behal f of our constituents, who are willing to
fight out the very hard fights -- and many of you
listed critical issues to you and to us. And |I'm
not going to spend ny tinme today saying, Well,
actually we did a ot of good things in the
previ ous session that |I'mvery proud of on behal f
of our constituents, and the voters put us back
to do nore in the next two years. And they
deci ded, even though sone of these were political
speeches, that they would actually reelect a
Denocratic nmajority to continue to work on their
behal f with our Republican colleagues.

But the assignnment today is to nake
sure that the people can both do these jobs with
honor and integrity, not corruption, and al so be
able to pay their rent and feed their children
and take care of thenselves, and | believe

hopefully to not have to do a second job that
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m ght take themaway fromtheir responsibilities
as a Senator.

And |I'"'m not worried that people who
have no skin in the gane will be the ones rushing
forward into the Legislature. Because with al
due respect, if the only thing you can imagine
doing to make noney is to join the New York State
Senate, you don't have nuch vision or nuch
tal ent.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: W' re here for
the right reasons. You should want us to
actually not be in panic about our paychecks, and
you shoul d want us focusing our jobs for our
constituents. And |I'm confident, |ooking around
this room that that's exactly what we'll be
doing the m nute we get back here when the
hol i days and the New Year are over.

| also just want to highlight,
again, the reference to in Texas they make $7, 000
a year. Well, guess what? |In Texas they're al
rich white nmen who have property. So they
haven't even | earned a | esson fromthe original
rep --

SENATOR SAVI NO Are any of them
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si ngl e?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Excuse ne?

SENATOR SAVI NO. Any of them
si ngl e?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: | was going to
say | was going to m ss Diane Savi nho and many of
nmy col | eagues who aren't com ng back, but she
conpletely threw nme off ny cadence at a really
i nportant point. Shame on you.

| am proud that we are doing this.
This is not the wong thing to do, it is actually
the right thing to do -- not just for ourselves,
but for the people coming in, for the people we
hope will conme in after them And the people who
are thinking about whether they should decide to
run for the Legislature, whichever party,
whi chever district, | don't want them saying, |
can't do this, as much as |'m passionate to do
it, because | mght not actually be able to neet
my bills.

And |, yes, understand that it is
nore than the average salary or the nedian salary
for New York State. It's not an average job

either. It doesn't even require an average
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person. It requires a person prepared to be
extraordinarily overcommtted to the public good.
Because anyone who's here for any other reason
shoul dn't be here, and it has nothing to do with
sal ary.

And | agai n encourage each person
who said it was an outrage or an enbarrassment or
shane on us -- | can give you the address for
Tom Di Napoli's office. You can send hima letter
expl ai ning you don't wish the salary raise, and
you won't get it. And you can go hone and
explain to your constituents why your passion

about this was so strong you turned down the

increase in your salary. | wll not be sending
that letter.

Thank you, M. President. | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Krueger to be recorded in the affirmative.
Senat or Serino to explain her vote.
SENATOR SERI NO Thank you
M. President. | thought they had saw ne raise
nmy hand before, so | apol ogi ze.
But, you know, | can't think of a

nore selfish reason that we're here today. Quite
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frankly, it's despicable. It just shows, once
agai n, how tone-deaf and uncaring this Majority
iS.

How do you guys go honme and talk to
the single parent or M. and Ms. Senior that are
struggling and they're saying, Gosh, | don't know
how I'm going to pay for ny gas, for ny fue
oil -- let alone buy gifts for their famlies,
right? 1t's the holiday season. [It's supposed
to be the season of giving. R ght? Instead,
it's the season of taking. Once again, the
picture is going to be greedy politicians
sticking your hands in the pockets of the people
who quite frankly don't have any nore to take.
How do you do that?

You know, they said it's going to be
over $6 mllion a year. Think about what that
$6 mllion could do for HEAP, right, for people
for heating oil, for the utilities right now,
that are really, really struggling.

You know, if you really think that
this is a great idea and you think that the
public is going to say that you' re deserving of
this, then why don't you put it out to the public

for a vote? | actually had a bill that would do
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that. R ght? |If the pay comm ssion said that
you should get the pay raise, then it should go
out to the public for a vote. That's only fair.

So |l will proudly vote no,
M. President. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Serino to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1927, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o, Brooks, Gaughran,
Giffo, Helmng, Jordan, Kennedy, Lanza, Liu,
Manni on, Martucci, Mttera, Cberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Palunbo, Rath, Reichlin-Melnick, Serino,
Skoufis, Stec, Tedisco and Wi k.

Ayes, 33. Nays, 23.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: I n that case,
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let me wish all ny colleagues a Merry Chri stnmas
for those cel ebrating, a happy holiday season, a
wonder ful New Year, and we will see you in
January.
| nove to adjourn to a date and tine
at the call of the Tenporary President of the
Senate, intervening days being | egislative days.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAILEY:  Happy
holidays to all, Senator G anaris.
And on notion, the Senate stands
adj ourned until the call of the Tenporary
President, intervening days being |egislative.
(Wher eupon, at 2:00 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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