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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: In the
absence of clergy, | will give us a prayer.

Lord, continue to bless us.

Continue to bless the nmenbers departing us. My
their travels be safe and their paths be lit.

May the tenacity that they've had in this chanber
continue to follow themthroughout the rest of

t heir professional endeavors, and personal .

May we all be bl essed, regardl ess of
who we worshi p, when we worship or how we
worship. After we |eave this chanber, in this
bui l di ng, may we be blessed with traveling
nercies to return to the places and the people
that we |love in our hometowns, districts,
offices -- nost inportantly, our famlies.

In the name of Jesus, in the nanme of
whoever we pray to, amen

Readi ng of the Journal.
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THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Thur sday, June 2, 2022, the Senate nmet pursuant
to adjournnent. The Journal of Wdnesday,
June 1, 2022, was read and approved. On notion,
t he Senat e adj our ned.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.
Presentation of petitions.
Messages fromthe Assenbly.
Messages fromthe Governor.
Reports of standing conmttees.
Reports of select conmmttees.
Communi cations and reports from
state officers.
Motions and resol utions.
Senator G anaris.
SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.
| nove to adopt the Resol ution
Cal endar .
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Al'l those
in favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar
pl ease signify by saying aye.
(Response of "Aye.")
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
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nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Resol uti on Cal endar is adopt ed.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President, |
believe there are several privileged resolutions
at the desk. Can we take themup in order and
read their titles.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There are
several privileged resolutions at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2857, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, establishing a
plan setting forth an item zed |ist of grantees
for a certain appropriation for the 2022-2023
state fiscal year for services and expenses.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

The Secretary will call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

resolution is adopt ed.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat e
Resol uti on 2858, by Senator Stewart-Cousins,
establishing a plan setting forth an item zed
list of grantees for certain appropriations for
t he 2022-2023 state fiscal year for the
Division of Crimnal Justice Services and
Ofice for the Prevention of Donestic Violence.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

The Secretary will call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2859, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, establishing a
plan setting forth an item zed |ist of grantees
for a certain appropriation for the 2022-2023
state fiscal year additional grants-in-aid to
certain not-for-profit arts and cul tural
or gani zat i ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

guestion is on the resol ution.
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The Secretary will call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Senate Resol ution
2860, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, establishing a
plan setting forth an item zed |ist of grantees
for a certain appropriation for the 2022-2023
state fiscal year for additional grants-in-aid to
certain environnental conservation initiatives.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

The Secretary will call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2861, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, establishing a

plan setting forth an item zed |ist of grantees
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for a certain appropriation for the 2022-2023
state fiscal year for grants-in-aid to certain
agricultural organizations.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

The Secretary will call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2862, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, establishing a
plan setting forth an item zed |ist of grantees
for a certain appropriation for the 2022-2023
state fiscal year services and expenses of Senate
priorities for housing initiatives.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

The Secretary will call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2863, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, establishing a
plan setting forth an item zed |ist of grantees
for a certain appropriation for the 2022-2023
state fiscal year for services and expenses or
rei mbursenent of expenses incurred by | ocal
gover nment agenci es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

The Secretary will call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2864, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, establishing a
plan setting forth an item zed |ist of grantees
for a certain appropriation for the 2022-2023
state fiscal year for services and expenses of
econoni ¢ devel opnent and conmunity services

or gani zat i ons.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

The Secretary will call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2865, by Senator Stewart- Cousins, anmendi ng
Senat e Resolution 1248 of 2021 establishing a
plan setting forth an item zed |ist of grantees
for the New York State Econom c Devel opnent
Assi stance Program

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

The Secretary will call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol uti on
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2866, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, establishing a
plan setting forth an item zed |ist of grantees
for a certain appropriation for the 2022-2023
state fiscal year for services and expenses of
human services and veterans comunity services
or gani zati ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

The Secretary will call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2867, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, establishing a
plan setting forth an item zed |ist of grantees
for a certain appropriation for the 2022-2023
state fiscal year for services and expenses or
rei mbursenent of expenses incurred by | ocal
gover nment agenci es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

The Secretary will call the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2868, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, establishing a
plan setting forth an item zed |ist of grantees
for a certain appropriation for the 2022-2023
state fiscal year for services and expenses of
human services and veterans comunity services
or gani zati ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

The Secretary will call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2869, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, establishing a

plan setting forth an item zed |ist of grantees
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for a certain appropriation for the 2022-2023
state fiscal year for additional grants-in-aid to
certain school districts, public libraries, and
not-for-profit institutions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY. The
guestion is on the resol ution.

The Secretary will call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2870, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, establishing a
plan setting forth an item zed |ist of grantees
for a certain appropriation for the 2022-2023
state fiscal year for purposes of providing
addi tional funding for school districts which
have experienced a significant financial
har dshi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

The Secretary will call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2871, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, Concurrent
Resol ution of the Senate and Assenbly proposing
to establish the Joint Legislative Task Force on
Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Tol erance, and
provi ding for such task force's powers and
duti es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

The Secretary will call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we now
pl ease take up the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

1056, Senate Print 6551D, by Senator Gallivan, an

act to anend the H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1281, Senate Print 8927A, by Senator Brooks, an
act to anend the H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1281, voting in the negative:
Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 62. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1573, Senate Print 8743B, by Senator O Mara, an
act authorizing the City of Elmra, County of
Chenmung, to alienate certain parkl ands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a home-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunber 1573, voting in the negative:
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Senat or Skoufi s.

Ayes, 62. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1595, Senate Print 9145A, by Senator Wik, an act
inrelation to authorizing the Town of
Br ookhaven, County of Suffolk assessor to accept
an application for a real property tax exenption.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1595, voting in the negative are
Senat ors Akshar and O Mara.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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1886, Senate Print 9470, by Senator Cooney, an
act to anmend the Real Property Actions and
Proceedi ngs Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1901, Senate Print 8449B, by Senator Sanders, an
act establishing a comm ssion to detern ne what

benefits a public bank or a network of public

banks owned by the State of New York can provide.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1901, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle,
Brisport, Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Jordan,
Lanza, Martucci, Mattera, Oberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Palunbo, Rath, Ritchie, Serino, Stec and
Vi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1908, Senate Print Number 9059A, by
Senat or Reichlin-Mlnick, an act to anmend the
Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a home-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

WI!1l those nenbers voting in the
negati ve pl ease indicate accordingly once again,
pl ease.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1908, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Brooks, Conrtie,

Fel der, @Gallivan, Gaughran, Giffo, Helmng,
H nchey, Jordan, Kapl an, Kennedy, Lanza, Mannion,
Martucci, Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rath, Ritchie, Serino, Skoufis and WeiKk.

Ayes, 38. Nays, 25.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1919, Senate Print 9469, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hi nchey to explain her vote.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,

M. President.

Last sunmer | was alerted to a
phenonenon happeni ng not just in ny district but
across the state, but specifically to people
across U ster County. And that was the fact that
peopl e were being billed by their utility
conpani es -- actual neter readings, they owed
about $120, and the next nonth they woul d receive
an estimated nmeter readi ng and they woul d owe
about $2,000. Those nunbers woul d fluctuate, but
t he di screpanci es and the extremnme di screpancies
wer e not changi ng.

Peopl e who had aut opay had their
accounts overdrafted. W were seeing lives
rui ned, people in financial despair, all because
our utility provider, the one that is nmeant to
keep people safe by providing heat in the wnter,
whi ch we had a very cold w nter, providing
air-conditioning and electricity throughout the

sumer, we were seeing their lives ruined because
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astronom cal bills that they did not owe were
comng to the forefront.

This bill seeks to ban estimted
billing, making sure that people are only paying
what they owe when it cones to their utility
bills. I'mincredibly proud of this bill. |
wanted to thank Tyrone WIson, the human rights
commi ssioner for U ster County, for bringing this
to our attention.

| want to thank the Majority Leader
for bringing this to the floor today and all of
our coll eagues for voting in support of this
bill, because this is a comonsense bill that
wi |l change lives and hel p people the day it is
passed and signed into | aw

For that, | vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hi nchey to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1920, Senate Print 9471, by Senator Kavanagh, an

act to anend the Real Property Tax Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2022.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the supplenental cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can you pl ease recogni ze Senator Ott.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

SENATOR ORTT: Yes, Senator O Mara,
I'1'l be brief.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR ORTT: Vell, we can al
agree on one thing: W're all happy to be here

at this nonent. And | nmean that in a | ot of
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ways, right?

W're all blessed to be able to
represent our constituents. W're all blessed to
be able to come here and do the people's
busi ness, to debate very inportant issues -- not
only issues that are being debated here in
New York, but issues that are bei ng debated
across the country.

And -- but we're certainly also
bl essed to be at the end of session and to be
able to go home and hopefully spend sone tine
with our famlies, with |oved ones, in our
districts, with our constituents, the people we
wor k for.

| did want to nmention a few folks in
our Republican Senate famly. Certainly before |
do, I want to recogni ze sonme of ny coll eagues

across the way who |'m sure ny col |l eague the

Majority Leader will nention.

But, you know, | know Senat or
Savino, we will mss your candor -- | certainly
will -- wherever it was directed. But | know

that really was the truth and how you felt, and
that's why you kept com ng back, because your

constituents al so knew t hat.
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And so | thank you for your service
to the people of New York State. And I know you
will continue to serve the people of New York
City going forward. So thank you for all that
you' ve done.

To Senat or Ji m Gaughran, thank you
for your service. Didn't get to know Senator
Gaughran as nuch in the time that we were here.
COVID certainly nade sone of those interactions
nore difficult. But inthe times | did get to
know Senat or Gaughran or saw himout or was able
to converse with him always a gentleman, civil.
And | know our colleagues on Long |Island share
that view of you as well, and they know you far
better than | do. So thank you for your service.

Do we have anyone el se?

Senat or Kam nsky.

Senat or Kam nsky, thank you for your
service to the state. Certainly on environnental
i ssues, as the chair, never shy about putting
forward those issues even when we di sagreed. And
was certainly an articul ate defender of not only
t hose issues, but Long Island. And I w sh you
wel | in your next endeavor as well, Senator. So

t hank you.
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Senat or Biaggi is |eaving, but she's
not here, so she's already left.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ORTT: So | do want to
mention, on our side, Senator Boyle, another --
the whole island is leaving, it |ooks Iike.

Senat or Boyl e, who is sonmeone who
has served -- is it 28 years total, between the
Assenbly and the Senate? He is sonmeone who |
have cone to regard as a personal friend.
Certainly was a dean for our Long Island
del egation, particularly in Suffolk, and soneone
who | think all of you would recognize very nuch
a bipartisan |egislator, soneone who liked to
wor k bi parti san where he coul d.

And we used to -- | always enjoyed
teasing him but soneone who we will mss in our
conference. And | know the people of his
district will mss his service. And | know he'l
continue, you know, to do that in the next

chapter of his life.

But, Senator, we will mss you in
this chanber, and I wi sh you well. And | know
we'll still stay in touch.

We have, obviously, Senator
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Martucci. | was di sappointed that

Senat or Martucci is |eaving, but a young famly
at hone. He's been a great nmenber of our
conference. | know he will continue to serve the
peopl e of Orange County and his district. A

successful busi nessperson.

So the people in New York will m ss
your service, we'll mss you here in our
conference, but | know you'll -- we haven't seen

the last of M ke Martucci out there.

So | wish you success and well in
t he next chapter of your life.

Senator Ritchie is not here? She's
also left. Senator Ritchie, fromthe
North Country. As sonme of you know, no shrinking
violet when it cane to defending her constituents
in the North Country, the Adirondacks.

| think her great |egacy was
Fort Drum Day. She was a big driver on Fort Drum
Day, and | certainly hope that will continue.
But that was very inportant to her. And | w sh
her wel | .

And of course Senator Akshar al so
|"msure on his way back to his two-year-old

little boy. But Senator Akshar, defender of
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| aw enforcenent, public safety, on to another
potential elected office serving the people of
Broone County. We'Il|l see what happens there.

But we wish hima |ot of success,
and we will mss himas well.

On the staff, Dawn Harrington. O
course, we surprised her with a resolution -- was
it last week? But all of you on the Denocratic
side, certainly many of you know Dawn, know she's
a true professional. She's a credit to our
conference, a credit to the Senate, a credit to
t he peopl e of New York

And she's had a long career. You
woul dn't know it. She had a long career in the
Senate. And I'mglad she's going to be able to
retire and hopefully enjoy not being here til
all hours of the evening, you know, at various
times.

So Dawn, thank you for your service,
not only to us but to the people of New York for
sure.

A couple of weddings | want to
mention. You know, Ali Beck is married, now
she's Ali Rinkunas. Melissa Nooney, Brooke
Amedore, Jeff DeCeronino and M chael Kracker al

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

5536

got married this year.

Qur Senate famly grew. M ke
Ellison, Brittany Vol pe, Stephanie Deners, Ben
Kosi nski and Kevin Crunmb all wel comed babies into
the world this session. It's amazing we were
still able to keep the trains running with al
t hese babi es com ng out.

But it was wonderful to -- it's
al ways wonderful to see people wel cone children.
And | think that changes you, obviously, in ways
that it's hard to explain. But they -- you know,
you really get an appreciation for soneone who's
got a little child at home and still is able to
conme here and do all that we ask of them It's
certainly nmuch easier when you don't. But | want
to thank them for that.

| want to thank my col |l eagues across
the aisle. | want to thank, first, Senator
G anaris who, you know, runs the floor. |It's
certainly not an easy job. He's stuck here with
Senat or Lanza for all hours of the day and --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ORTT: There's a reason
don't cone out here all too often and sit here.

But, you know, Senator G anaris, |
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want to thank you for your service, your work,
your civility, your cordialness in working with
our conference and bei ng anenabl e as we go

t hrough the end of the budget or the end of
sessi on.

| want to thank ny col | eague Senator
Stewart - Cousins for your |eadership, for your
collegiality, for keeping the dial ogue going, and
for respecting the institution that is the
New York State Senate.

| do want to thank ny coll eague
Senat or Lanza, also a friend, who spends a | ot of
time in this chair and certainly, you know, runs
the floor from our side.

So I'"lIl just close. Lookit, there
was a | ot of things that happened this session.
It has been a | ong session, a tunultuous session
in alot of ways. There were things we did,
there were things we didn't do.

From our conference's perspective,
we certainly wanted to see nore done on public
safety. W do not believe that there was enough
done to address -- we hear about gun viol ence.

We certainly believe there's a direct correlation

to laws that are passed here and public safety
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and gun vi ol ence across our state.

Affordability. Every single one of
our constituents -- Denocrat, Republican,
Brooklyn all the way to the Adirondacks and
everyone in between -- are dealing right now with
affordability concerns, whether they're at a gas
station or in a grocery store. These are real
i ssues.

And | don't believe -- obviously
there's different |evels of government that have
to address these, but | don't think we did
enough. And | am concerned, nore | guess to the
poi nt, that we do things that exacerbate these
chal | enges and m ght even make t hem worse and
contribute to the exodus out of New York State,
which for a lot of our districts -- not all.
There's people in this roomthat their districts
grew exponentially over the last 10 years.

But there's people certainly in our
conference that represent districts that have not
grown, that really feel that exodus. And so
t hose issues are naybe a little nore acute for
sonme of our nenbers because we see these fol ks
| eaving, and that's a real concern going forward.

And you see we | ose a seat in the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

5539

U. S. House of Representatives, and that affects
all of us when we | ose clout in Washington, D.C
But again, | won't belabor that. |
know it's late. | want to thank all the staff
for the work that you do on both sides of the
aisle. | want to thank all the nmenbers for the

work that you do. And we're all very lucky to be

part of this institution. | look forward to
com ng back. Maybe I'll see sone of you over the
sumer into the fall. |'msure sone of you hope

| don't see you

(Laughter.)

SENATCR ORTT: And |'m sure the
same will be said for some of ny nenbers.

But it is an honor to serve in this
body. It's certainly ny honor to be the
Republ i can conference | eader, the Mnority Leader
in the Senate. | don't take that lightly, both
on behalf of ny constituents and ny nenbers and
t he peopl e of New York State.

So through you, M. President, thank
you for the indul gence. Safe summer. God bl ess
all of you and your famlies, and thank you for

serving al ongsi de ne.

(Appl ause.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
can you now pl ease recogni ze our distingui shed
| eader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Maj ority
Leader Andrea Stewart- Cousins.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, M. President.

| won't be brief.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: But it's
the end. And | prom sed you, | prom sed you that
shaded box was a real thing.

And so that's why I'Il take a little
bit of tinme. But | guess | want to do exactly,
first and forenost, what Senator Ott did. |

want to thank people.

And | will start, obviously, with
t hanki ng the Governor. You know, | enjoyed our
partnership over these few nonths. | appreciate,

even earlier, the distinguished nom nees that
wi || have cone before us.
| certainly appreciate the

collegiality and friendship that I have with the
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Speaker .

And al so, and nost inportantly, what
happens here with all of you. Certainly, Senator
Ott, it is always -- we try and, you know, keep
each other abreast and try not to have too nuch
nmystery in what we do. And so it's good, it's
good to have an open |ine of comunication.

And certainly kudos to Senator Lanza
as well, for holding it down.

And of course to Senator G anaris,
who agai n keeps everythi ng noving snoothly and
makes sure that we get through, you know, the
ki nds of agendas that we al ways know. Again, we
try and keep it tight so that when we conme to do
wor k, we do our work, and then we're able to get
back to our districts and our famlies.

For the staff, so many of you are
here. M goodness, it's like old tines. Lovely
to see you all. Many |'ve just had a chance to
neet on Zoom for nost of the time. And even that
never -- never kept you from worKking.

But | want to especially acknow edge
nmy chief of staff, Shontell Smith. Say goodbye
to Shontell, because --

(Standi ng ovation.)
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SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- years
with -- okay, we'll stop.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: | asked
her, | said, Should | say sonmething? OCh, yeah.

W | ove you. And we thank you. W
wat ched you grow up in many ways. | think that's
what happens here. You grew up, and you | eft,
you know, an extraordi nary exanpl e.

So let ne give a shout out to ny
counsel, Eric Katz. Finance Secretary Dave
Friedfel. Conmunications Director Mke Mirphy.
The director of intergovernnmental affairs, Loren
Anmor, who's honme with his brand-new baby.

In fact, all the people who've had
babi es since |I've been the | eader, raise your
hands. Let's see. Raise themhigh. | nean,
|"ve got to say -- cone on, catch up

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: But |
want to thank Jonathan Al verenga, who keeps ny
life noving with all of my staff up there. Thank
you so rmuch for making nmy life so easy.

And of course | want to thank the

Secretary of the Senate, Ale Paulino, for all the
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wor k that she does here in the chanmber and

beyond.

And of course, Big Ben.
Everybody -- we've got to give a shout out to
Ben.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- and

his crew of sergeants-at-arns.

It takes a village to get this work
done, and each one of you plays such a cruci al
role in the process.

So | want to thank certainly ny
conference. Every year presents new chal |l enges.
We've not had one easy, predictable year. And
every year you rise to the occasion, whatever it
is. You don't worry about anything but getting
the job done for the people that we represent.

And we are, as we've nentioned,
getting ready to | ose sonme of our Senators:
Senat or Kam nsky, Senator Gaughran, Senator
Savi no, Senator Biaggi, who's you know, going to,
as we know, run for congress.

But | was watching as you nade your
remarks, and it was -- | was glad | wasn't out

here because it was very enotional for nme. Al

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

5544

of you have given so nuch, not only to this body
and to the constituents. But, you know, your
ability to work -- | nean, with all of our
chal | enges and our diversity and maki ng sure that
the responsibility that you had is responsibility
that you took incredibly seriously. And you nade
us all better in every way, working side by side
with you.

So | wish you all Godspeed, the very
best. And thank you so much for again making ny
job and all of our jobs so nuch easier.

So thank you.

(Appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: And to ny
friends across the aisle, thank you. A lot of
you | didn't know until the nmasks cane off, and
then I got a chance to actually -- and you know,
Senator Borrello, | watched you on TV today and
you entertained nme today too.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BORRELLO That was ny
goal .

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: You know,
t hank you. Appreciate it.

But | also want to wish well to
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Senat or Akshar and Senator Boyle. Very nice
working with you. And nmy friend Patty Ritchie,
who, you know, was just -- they said there
weren't a lot of wonen for a while. W're
certainly filling up the ranks. But, you know, |
appreci ate her and what she brought as far as,
you know, again, just being supportive in many
ways.

So again, | wish you all well. And,
you know, 1'Il get on to what I'mgoing to tel
you about what we did, just in case you forgot.

It's really incredible to think how
far we've come since 2019 when we took the
majority. Since then, we've navigated seismc
changes t hroughout the nation and here in our own
state. W led our state through a
once-in-a-lifetinme gl obal pandem c, grappled with
unheal ed wounds inflicted by system c racism
rejected authoritarian ideals rearing their ugly
head once agai n.

There's never been an easy year, but
that's because we're conmtted to doing the hard
work that's required to nake progress. Every
session we show up to nove the needle on core

i ssues affecting our state and our constituents.
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Qur conference believes that protecting people
and advanci ng our common interest starts fromthe
ground up. W've always worked to raise the

fl oor for our nost vul nerable, while building
systens that serve us in perpetuity.

That's why, fromthe beginning, we
went to work to strengthen our public schools,
buil d our econony, stand up for equal rights. W
passed the Reproductive Health Act. W bol stered
our gun regul ations. And we brought New York
fromworst to first in voter protection

When COVID hit, and persistent
inequalities were laid bare, we used it as an
opportunity not only to seal the cracks, but to
buil d stronger foundations fromwhich to grow.

We finally reversed the previous trends of
concentrating wealth at the top and | eavi ng
everyday New Yorkers to kind of fend for

t hensel ves.

Through the Denocratic Conference's
| eadershi p, New York shored up its nost inportant
soci al programs, inproved tenant protections,
enacted crimnal justice reform stood up for our
brothers and sisters in |abor, fought for

heal t hcare workers and our essential workers as

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

5547

we supported our businesses and especially our
smal | busi nesses.

And this year, as we finally reached
the end of the |ong pandem c tunnel, we doubl ed
down on transfornmative prograns that will inprove
New York for generations to conme. W nade
chil dcare much nore accessi ble so that working
parents no | onger have to choose between earning
a living and raising their kids.

We hel ped ensure that children have
a strong head start with universal pre-K and we
forged a true cradle-to-coll ege pathway to
support themin their devel opnment.

We fully funded our public schools,
expanded Foundation Aid, delivered greater
resources to SUNY and CUNY, that they nay better
serve students and secure a brighter future for
New Yor k.

In our commtnent for that brighter
future, New York enacted sweeping reforns that
hel p us keep track of our climate goals. In that
effort, this week we passed the Build Public
Renewabl es Act to reduce our dependence on fossi
fuel s.

Finally, we kept wealth | ocal and
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comunities prosperous by reinvesting in our

m ddl e-cl ass famlies, small businesses owners,
and average househol ds who for too | ong have

pi cked up the tab on the econom ¢ downturns. By

passi ng conprehensive tax reform supporting

rebates, cutting the fuel tax -- which is nowin
effect -- we helped solidify the bedrock of our
econony.

W' ve been doing the work to
strengthen New York's core and fortify our
resources at home. So although the news from
t hese past few nonths is deeply al arm ng,

New York has been ready. W laid the groundwork
to energe as a leader in this battle agai nst
regressive national politics. Wile too many
want to rewind the clock on our rights, we in
New York stand as a true bastion of freedomwth
open arns for those seeking refuge.

W continue to serve as a
destination state where one can exercise their
constitutional rights to an abortion and know
their safety will be guaranteed. That's why we
passed another slate of reproductive health
reforns that build on RHA and shield providers

and those seeking care.
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W' ve recogni zed, in the wake of
Buf fal o and Uval de and the other 233 nass
shootings this year alone, the governnment wasn't
com ng for the guns, but the guns are com ng for
us. And we didn't wait for Congress to act.

New York took inmediate action to target those
shortfalls which enabled these atrocities. W
st rengt hened background checks, restricted who
can buy sem autonati c weapons, expanded red fl ag
| aws, banned the purchasing of bullet-proof vests
by civilians. And as our Republican coll eagues
across all levels of governnent have silently
chi pped away at voting rights, we have

consi stently passed sweeping el ectoral reforns
that keep the ballot accessible, the process
transparent, and our rights secure.

This week we | ed the way once again
by passing the John R Lewis Voting Rights Act,
the strongest protection of its kind in the
nation. |It's clear that states are the last line
of defense agai nst the dystopian reality being
pushed across America. W can no |onger count on
a gridlocked Congress or an activist Suprene
Court to serve our best interests. That's why

|"mextrenely proud of the |egislative blueprint
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the Senate Majority has laid for the rest of the
nation to foll ow

As we close this year's session, we
shoul d be enbol dened by the heavy lifting we've
acconpl i shed here, not only on behal f of
New Yor kers, but for people across America. Let
this monment remind us that the hard work starts
at honme in our comunities. W have an
obligation to nake ourselves strong fromthe
bottom up so we can be prepared to serve others
at a noment's notice. Qur nation will need us in
t he days ahead.

And | know you will all return to
your districts, tend to your constituents, and
remenber that their interests are in conon wth
the rest of this country. Qur freedons are no
nore guaranteed here than in Texas or in Florida
or elsewhere if we do not continue to fight.

| want to thank all of you for this
menor abl e and historic year, for all that you' ve
done to shore up denocracy and what we believe
in, and I look forward to all of us returning and
to continuing to serve the people of New York

| wish you a very happy sunmer -- a

summer of action, of course. |'"'msure we will

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

5551

see each other somewhere. But again, Godspeed,
and thank you so rmuch for being part of this
hi stori ¢ and amazi ng Senat e.
And before | go -- sorry,
M ke Martucci. You get the |ast word.
(Laughter.)
SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: G eat

success.
And thank you all very, very much
Thank you.
(Ent husi astic standi ng ovation.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
is there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
recommt the entire calendar to the Conmttee on
Rul es.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: It is so
or der ed.

SENATOR G ANARI S: And | nove to
adjourn to a date and tinme at the call of the

Tenporary President of the Senate, intervening
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days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until the
call of the Tenporary President, intervening days
bei ng | egislative days.

(Cheers; appl ause.)

(Whereupon, at 2:28 a.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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