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NEW YORK STATE SENATE
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April 27, 2022
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REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR JAMAAL T. BAILEY, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer, in nmenory
of Janes Sauer and Stewart Dietrick, who passed
away in a helicopter crash while conducting a
trai ning exercise for Mercy Flight.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
April 26, 2022, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Monday, April 25,
2022, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.
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Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senat or Li u.

SENATCOR LI U M. President, | wsh
to call up Senator Mannion's bill, Print Nunber
6287A, recalled fromthe Assenbly, which is now
at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
683, Senate Print 6287A, by Senator Mannion, an
act to anend the Social Services Law.

SENATCOR LI U M. President, | now
nove to reconsider the vote by which the bill was
passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
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is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCR LI U M. President, | now
of fer the foll owi ng anendnents.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senat or Li u.

SENATOR LI U: There's a privil eged
resol ution at the desk

Can you pl ease take that up, read
its title, and recogni ze Senator Persaud on the
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2376, by Senator Persaud, honoring the life and
heroi ¢ actions of Tinothy Klein, renowned
firefighter, distinguished citizen, and devoted
menber of his conmunity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Persaud on the resol ution.

SENATOR PERSAUD: Thank you,

M. President.

First 1'd like to thank Leader
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Stewart-Cousins for allowing this resolution to
be brought to the floor.

And I'd like to thank
Senat or Addabbo, who worked with ne on getting
this resolution together.

| just want to take a nonent to
recogni ze one of New York's bravest: Firefighter
Timothy Klein, 31 years old, who died tragically
on Sunday while responding to a fire not too far
from my house.

Timothy Klein was a nenber of Ladder
170 in the Canarsie section of ny district, in ny
| ocal firehouse. Firefighter Klein was a
carpenter. He loved building ranps for people on
his of f days, and he was well loved by his famly
and the conmunity.

On Sunday when they received the
call of snoke, heavy snoke in the area, he and
hi s col | eagues responded to that home. 1In
addition to Firefighter Klein, who perished in
that fire, a young nman of 21 years old al so | ost
his life. So ny condolences to his famly.

The fire quickly escal at ed,

M. President, to a three-alarm where over a

hundred fighters were there. And, you know,
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conditions in that building deteriorated quickly
and the firefighters were scranbling to get out
of that building. Sone firefighters who are
still in the hospital junped through w ndows.
The roof partially collapsed. The stairway in

t he house coll apsed. But Firefighter Kl ein was
unable to make it out. And when they found
him-- it's sonething that no one ever wants to
go through

W all know that when we are al
running away fromthings, firefighters are
runni ng into, you know, the line of fire, you
know. And truthfully, it is the line of fire
they are running into.

Firefighter Klein was trapped. You
know, Firefighter Klein -- his colleagues tried
desperately to get himout, but they were unable
to do so.

| was there at the hospital unti
very late with all of his colleagues. And no one
ever wants to be there, going through that when
you see the anguish that firefighters were going
through as they are learning the fate of their
col | eague.

Ironically -- and it's what a
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tragedy it was -- a few years ago, fromthat sane
| adder conpany, Ladder 170, Firefighter Pollard
died trying to save sonmeone on the Belt Parkway
inny district. And at that funeral | sat there
while Firefighter Klein gave the eul ogy on behal f
of that firehouse.

And so we're sitting there Sunday
ni ght saying, My goodness, he was so distraught
because he had lost a friend and a col | eague --
and now here we are again, talking about him and
| ooking at his coll eagues fromthat firehouse and
wonderi ng now which of themw || be the one
giving the eulogy fromthat firehouse.

So it is a sad day for the FDNY.
It's a sad day for the City of New York. It is a
sad day for Senate District 19's firehouse.

|"mgoing to tell you, Firefighter
Klein, he died a selfless hero. You know, he
signed up for a job he loved and he really wanted
to do. His fellowfirefighters loved him He
had this presence about himthat -- and he cannot
be replaced. No one can ever be repl aced, but
the presence of Firefighter Klein will never be
repl aced.

Firefighter Klein is survived by his
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parents, Diane and Patrick Klein, his three
siblings, his sisters, Erin, Tara and Bri dget.
He has aunts, uncles, cousins, and he has
especially his cousin Keith Klein, who's also a
menber of FDNY. And Firefighter Klein also

| eaves his girlfriend.

What a tragedy for this famly.

So, ny colleagues, | ask you just to
remenber Firefighter Klein in your prayers,
because as we say, firefighters are al ways
running into the fire when we are all running
out .

M. President, | vote aye. Thank
you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Persaud.

Senat or Jackson on the resol ution.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,

M. President.

My col |l eagues, | rise to honor FDNY
Firefighter Tinmothy Klein. | thank our coll eague
for presenting this resolution honoring him this
resolution | speak on -- brought to the floor, as
| said, by Senator Roxanne Persaud -- honoring

the life of FDNY Firefighter Tinothy Klein, who
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lost his life in the line of duty on Sunday,
April 24th.

First, | want to express ny
condol ences and ny prayers to the famly of the
firefighter -- not only his imediate famly and
extended famly, but the entire firefighter
famly and those that when 911 is called, they
rush to save |ives.

Today we stand as a | egislative body
to convey our grateful appreciation and heartfelt
regret in recognizing the loss of a brave and
har dwor ki ng firefighter, who nade the ultinate
sacrifice in the line of duty at the age of 31.
Today we honor the |ife and heroic actions of
Timot hy Klein, renowned firefighter,

di stingui shed citizen and devoted nenber of his
comunity.

Ti mot hy was a si x-year veteran of
t he departnent, a graduate from Archbi shop Ml | oy
Hi gh School in 2008, appointed to the FDNY on
Decenber 28, 2015, and assigned to Ladder 170
fromthe start of his career.

Timothy cane froma famly with a
rich history of service in the FDNY. G ow ng up

ina firefighter famly, Tinothy understood the
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ri sks and val ue of protecting the |ives of
ot hers.

He was bel oved, not only in Canarsie
but where he grew up, with the Rockaway Beach
community renenbering Kl ein as someone many
aspire to be like -- a great person, full of
faith and | ove for others.

Hi s coll eagues rem nd us with great
sincerity that Tinmothy was a guy you wanted to be
wor ki ng on Ladder 170 in Brooklyn, because he
woul d bravely serve the people of New York with
the sane faith and | ove he exenplified for others
back hone in Queens.

And today our city nmourns because it
has | ost another of its bravest, whose principal
| abors were based on serving and protecting the
lives of fell ow New Yorkers.

Klein | eaves behind a | egacy that
serves as an exanple that there are still people
who do for others because they believe in a world
where we need nore solidarity, respect and honor.
Ti mot hy went out to do the job New Yorkers asked
himto do every day, and dedicated his life and
career purposefully and faithfully to his famly

and New York City residents. He will deeply be
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m ssed by his famly, colleagues, and the entire
comunity.

M. President, | vote in favor of
this resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Jackson also to be recorded in the affirmative.

May the nmenory of Firefighter Klein
be a bl essing.

The question is on the resolution.
Al those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Li u.

SENATOR LI U: M. President, please
take up previously adopted Resol ution 2243, by
Senat or May, read that resolution title only, and
recogni ze Senator May on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution

2243, by Senator My, nenorializing Governor
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Kat hy Hochul to proclaimApril 2022 as Fair
Housing Month in the State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
May on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| am proud to speak on this
resolution namng April as Fair Housing Month in
New York State.

The Fair Housing Act was signhed into
law on April 11, 1968. It prohibited
di scrim nation concerning the sale, rental and
financi ng of housing based on race, religion,
national origin or sex. It actually passed the
Senate narrowWy on April 4th, the sane day that
Dr. Martin Luther King was shot.

A deci sive voice in that debate was
my U.S. Senator at that time, Edward Brooke, who
spoke about returning fromfighting in Wrld War
|1 and being unable to buy a home in a conmunity
of his choice because he was Bl ack.

As we know, the Fair Housing Act did
not put an end to housing discrimnation, and
this body has taken inportant steps in recent

years to address continuing violations here in
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New York State.

We have funded an expansi on of the
type of testing that Newsday carried out on
Long Island that identified discrimnatory
practices by realtors, and we continue to work to
ensure fair housing organi zati ons have sust ai ned,
reliable funding to be effective watchdogs
agai nst future abuses.

In 2022, 54 years after the passage
of the Fair Housing Act, we still see high |evels
of racial and econom c segregation throughout
this state, especially in our upstate cities. W
home city of Syracuse has the highest rate of
child poverty of any city in the country. About
half of families are rent-burdened. Ten percent
of high school boys are functionally honel ess.
And rates of |ead poisoning and environnental
t oxi ns and hazards renmai n unacceptably high.

Al'l of these failures
di sproportionately affect people of color, single
nmons, and refugee famlies.

We nust be intentional in exam ning
how policy created and sustains these conditions,
and what we can do to ensure that all people in

our state have housing choice and the freedomto
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live where they desire.

We need to accurately evaluate the
rol e played by systens of zoning, code
enforcenent, eviction, |egal representation, and
investment in affordable housing if we are to
continue the | egacy and action of the Cvil
Ri ghts Movenent that | ed to the passage of the
Fai r Housi ng Act.

| vote aye. Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Jackson on the resol ution.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

My col |l eagues, | rise in favor of
this resolution and | stand to speak on the
resol uti on brought on the floor by our coll eague
Senat or Rachel May, recognizing this April 2022
as Fair Housing Month.

Wien | heard that we were speaking
on this resolution today and voting on it, |
wanted to make sure that | got an opportunity to
speak on this, because nany of the people that |

represent are renters in New York City, the
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majority of them and |I've read stories about

di scrimnation in housing in the New York Tines
many years ago. And also | felt that | was

di scrim nated agai nst nyself as a young Bl ack man
| ooki ng for an affordabl e housing place to live
for ny wife and ny daughter.

So housing is a human right, and
housi ng di scrim nation deni es people that right.
It is evident that fair housing advances econom c
opportunities and hel ps close the wealth gap that
has historically di sadvantaged conmunities of
color for generations. And our conmunities of
color are still reeling fromthe devastating
ef fects of decades-1ong discrimnation practi ces,
i ncluding redlining and di sinvestnent in
conmuni ti es.

W increasingly need affordable,
accessi ble, and well-located housing to naintain
dignity and quality of life in New York. And as
a Legislature, we work hard to achi eve generally
fair housing and prevent discrimnation in public
and private housing, protecting tenants and
buyers ali ke.

Therefore, it is only fitting that

this legislative body proclaimApril 2022 as Fair
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Housing Month in the State of New York to
i ncrease awareness of inportant issues that
affect the lives of the citizens of New York
State -- not only citizens, but people,
residents. And | say that because there are many
people that are not citizens that are buying and
renting and di scrim nated agai nst.

While there is still much work to be
done, passing this resolution to officially
cel ebrate the anniversary of the passing of the
Fair Housing Act of 1968 -- and as ny col |l eague
said, it was passed on the sane day as the
assassi nation of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. The goal, which serves as an inspiration and
led to its passing, was to elimnate housing
di scrimnation and create equal opportunity in
every comunity we represent.

So Madam President, | respectfully
say | vote aye on this resolution on behal f of
all those that feel that housing is a human right
and no one should be discrimnated agai nst.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

The resol ution was previously
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adopt ed on 4/ 26.

Senat or Li u.

SENATCR LI U Madam Pr esi dent
pl ease take up previously adopted Resol ution
2212, by Senator Bailey, read that resol ution
title only, and recogni ze Senator Bailey on the
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2212, by Senator Bailey, nenorializing
Governor Kathy Hochul to proclaimApril 28, 2022,
as Take Qur Daughters and Sons to Wirk Day in the
State of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Bai | ey.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

There's a phrase that resounds with
me: |If you can't be it, then you can't see it
{sic}. And | think the exposure of making sure
that our children see what we do each and every
day is critically inportant to their devel opnent.

| renmenber -- and | sponsor this

resol ution every year, and |'ve spoken about how
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in the past, and for good reason, it was just
"Take Your Daughters to Work Day." But ny dad,
he woul d bring me al ong because he wanted ne to
see what a workpl ace experience | ooked |ike. And
I"'mglad it's "Take Your Daughters and Sons to
Work Day."

But one of the things that's really
inmportant to me as a parent, continuing to read
t he nanes of ny daughters into the pernmanent
record of the State of New York: G ada Bail ey
and Carina Bailey. You know, | often |ove to do
that when | speak. And it's critically inportant
so that in the future, whenever it is that they
are studying state legislation or the state, that
t hey know that their dad was doing sonething to
make sure that their names were there.

And t hose of us who are |egislators,
| think we do that with our children, whether in
the Assenbly or in the Senate. Bronx
Assenbl ywoman Chantel Jackson brings her son T.J.
so many different places. And | think that is
remar kabl e and i ncredi bl e because, quite frankly,
in the halls of governnment -- many of us didn't
see this space until we were adults.

And so | think being able to see
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this space, this august chanber and the chanbers
in the Senate and the Assenbly, is critically

i mportant for those of us who are legislators to
bring our children to the confines of the State
Capitol so that they can see what we're doing and
how i nportant it is to the work that we do.

But it's not just limted to
legislators. It is for any profession that,
quite frankly, would permt you to bring your
child to work. And | know that we have
constraints based upon COVID and bringing certain
peopl e who nmay not necessarily be in that
specific service title to work. But | would
encourage all of us, anybody |istening or anybody
that can bring their child to work to see what
they do, | think it is critically inportant.

W may forget certain things that we
do as parents, but the children don't forget it.
| renmenber -- because ny dad worked downtown, and
| renmenber taking that long train ride. And |
remenber readi ng the newspaper, ny very own copy
of the newspaper, next to ny dad who was readi ng
t he newspaper. | was about | think 4 years ol d.
But it was a pivotal nmonment that | won't forget.

And quite frankly, I don't know if ny dad
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remenbers that, but | remenber it.

And our kids will remenber the tines
that they've cone to the Capitol, that they've
gone to the precinct, that they've gone to the
firehouse, that they've gone to the school, that
t hey' ve gone to whatever place of work or line of
business that their parents are in, so that they
can see that their parents contribute sonething
great to society. And that our children are on
track to contribute something greater to society.

As | close, | look at ny role, ny
Venn diagramrole as a legislator and as a
father, and | think that as a |legislator and as a
father, there's a sinple role that we have. As a
| egi sl ator, your job is nake sure that your
community was |eft better than it was before you
started running, before you took office. Your
job as a father -- nmy job as a father is to nake
sure that ny daughters are way better at life
than | was.

And so the exposure to the
prof essions that we have, both critically
inmportant in terns of the work that our children
will do -- because at the end of the day, at sone

point in the future, this won't be nmy desk. This
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won't be any of our desks. These will be the
desks of some child maybe watchi ng right now,
maybe paying attention to the transcripts -- this
roomw || be populated with sonmebody who is a
child right now

Take them expose them |et them see
what we do. Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Jackson on the resol ution.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to speak in favor of the
resol ution.

When | heard that tonmorrow i s going
to be Take Your Daughters To Wrk or Your Sons To
Wrk Day in New York State, | just want to
reflect back on when | was the president of the
Parents Associ ation at our school and the
presi dent of School Board 6 in Northern
Manhattan, | encouraged people to bring their
children to work

The bond that they have with their
children -- children asking questions about the

type of the work that you do.
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And for me, | first worked for the
State of New York investigating unenpl oynent
i nsurance fraud, and then for 22 years as a | abor
uni on representative. And so ny daughters, |
took themto work me with me. And now | don't
have little daughters to take to work, they're
taking me to their offices, because our daughters
are 46, 41 and 35.

But | have grandkids that are very,
very inportant in the process. And they see the
type of bond that happens when you bring your
children to work and people talk to them and they
talk to them And you're just proud that you
have children that you can take to work, and it
builds the relationship and bond of the famly.
And that's so, so inportant.

And believe nme, the admnistrators
at work see how inportant that is that you are
bringing your children to work. And listen, they
appreci ate that and understand that.

| renmenber in school when | went to
a parent-teachers conference, and in the notes of
the file of nmy daughter's record in the
principal's office it says "Parents cone to

Parents Association neetings.” And it was listed
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inthe file.

And that's so inportant that you
build a connection with your children
regarding -- either it's work or school, it
doesn't really matter. That's inportant.

So thank you, Senator Bailey, for
putting forward this resolution for tonorrow,
April 28, 2022, as bring your children, your
daughters and sons, to work.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

The resol ution was previously
adopted on 4/5.

Senat or Li u.

SENATCOR LI U Madam Pr esi dent
pl ease take up previously adopted
Resol uti on 2360, by Senator Ryan, read that
resolution title only, and recogni ze Senator Ryan
on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2360, by Senator Ryan, congratulating Rick

Jeanneret upon the occasion of his retirenent
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after 51 years of distinguished service to the
Buf f al o Sabres Hockey Team

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Ryan.

SENATOR RYAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| sense | won't be the only Buffalo
Sabres fan heard fromtoday on this resol ution.

So when the regular NHL season wr aps
up at the end of this week, it will be the end of
an era for hockey fans in Buffalo. Rick
Jeanneret, long-tinme play-by-play announcer --

you know, when | say "long-tinme," 51 years as a
pl ay- by-pl ay announcer -- he's retiring. RJ, as
he's affectionately known, he's a character al
around Buffal o.

But around the | eague, he's the
| ongest -t enured announcer in hockey. He joined
the Sabres in their inaugural year in 1971, did
radio from'71 to '95. And then when the TV
br oadcast cane in, he becane the radio and the
TV.

But trenendous reach. Back when he

was doing it on AMradio, that station reached

into southern New York -- sorry, Southern
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Ontario, Central New York, Northern Pennsyl vani a.
So his voice has been the soundtrack for the
Sabres, for the entirety of the Sabres, for
generations of fans.

Real |y energetic style. He plays
with words. Every kid in Buffalo has narrated
their owm goals with his own calls: You know,
"Top shel f, where nomma hi des the cookies,"
count | ess ot her ones.

Dom ni k HaSek was a terrific goalie,
and after one acrobatic save he announced, "Oh,
brother, we are not worthy.” And fromthat point
on, fans in the arena started bowi ng every tine
HaSek made a wonderful save.

And his nost iconic call is probably
from 1993 when the Sabres beat the Boston Bruins
in overtine, and Brad May scored the goal -- and
his call was "May Day, May Day, My Day!"

Menorabl e calls made hima | egend
anongst NHL broadcasters. In 2012, a full decade
before today, before his retirenent, he was
recogni zed by the NHL Hockey Hall of Fame, and he
was given the Foster Hewitt Menorial Award. It's
t he hi ghest honor they give broadcasters. And

yet he kept going for 10 years.
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But for all the accol ades that he
has received in the | ast few weeks -- and there
have been many -- anyone will tell you that fane
has not changed Rick Jeanneret. He's
approachabl e. People see himin supernmarkets, he
stops and talks to kids. He can tal k about
hockey all day long. But one thing he never
wants to do is talk about hinself. He's a very
hunbl e person, and he's pushi ng away the
accol ades over the |last few weeks |ike you
woul dn' t bel i eve.

But he has a deep love for the gane
of hockey. He has a deep love for the Buffalo
Sabres. And he's always, always there for the
fans, especially for the kids.

But few people associated with pro
sports are held in such high esteemin Wstern
New York. He's held in higher esteemthan nost
peopl e who played the gane. So it's great to
have R ck Jeanneret be the voice of the Buffalo
Sabres for at |east one nore gane.

But for all he's done for the
Buf fal o Sabres, for hockey, for the whol e | eague,
it's right that we honor his illustrious career

as it cones to an end. So at the |ast gane
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coming up this Friday, I'd |ike to congratul ate
Ri ck Jeanneret, a true legend in Western New York
and certainly a top-shelf announcer.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Kennedy on the resol ution.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

This Friday, as a Buffal o Sabres

season ticket holder, |ike thousands of others,
will attend the Sabres hockey game, the |ast gane
of the season, with my oldest son. It's not only

the | ast game of the season, but this ganme hol ds
a very special place in Buffalo sports history,
as it will be the last gane that the great
Ri ck Jeanneret will be announcing, after 51 years
of being the voice of the Buffal o Sabres.

So | rise today not just as a
Senator, not just as a Sabres season
ti cket hol der, but as a Buffalonian and a forner
Sabres arena usher, to honor one of Buffalo's
greatest nmedia personalities, R ck Jeanneret --
affectionately known to all of us as RJ -- who

has dedicated his entire life to the sport of
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hockey and to the city and the people of Buffalo.

He's been with us since nearly the
i nception of the team including both of the
teanis Stanley Cup finals appearances in 1975 and
1999, and the post-Ilockout teans in the m d-2000s
that electrified the hockey world, way back to
the French Connection, all the way to today,
where our Sabres are showi ng nore potential than
t hey have in years.

During all of these ups and downs of
the team and the conmmunity, it was always RJ's
calls that kept our spirits high. 1It's an
i ndi sput abl e fact that everyone who | oves hockey
in all of Western New York has their favorite
Ri ck Jeanneret calls.

“"May Day, May Day." "Now do you
bel i eve?" "These guys are good, scary good."
"Sonebody call a cop, he robbed himblind." "Top
shel f, where nonmma hides the cookies.” "Roll the
highlight film" "La-la-la-la-La Fontaine."
"Fa-la-la-la-La Fontaine," around the holidays.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KENNEDY: And one of ny
personal favorites: "This series is going back

to where Jimy Hoffa is, back to the Meadow ands
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in New Jersey."

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KENNEDY: And
Madam President, | could go on and on. There are
count | ess ot hers.

This is a man who bl eeds bl ue and
gol d, who knows that Buffalo is a sports city,
that it's at its best when our teans are at their
best .

In fact, he is so dedicated to his
craft that in 2014 when he announced that he was
battling throat cancer, he declared then and
there that he had every intention of com ng back
And of course he did, giving us nearly another
decade of thrills to renenber, urging fans
t hrough tough years, all with the class, talent
and sense of hunor that we've |loved fromhimfor
t he past hal f-century.

VWiile I'll watch RI's last call at
the arena next to nmy son this Friday and we pay
tribute to this sports legend, | w Il undoubtedly
har ken back to my own chil dhood when ny fat her
woul d turn down the volunme on the television in
our living roomand turn up the AMradi o to hear

RJ call the games while ny famly sat together
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transfixed at the TV. "This is how you call a
hockey gane," ny father woul d say.

In time, Jeanneret becane the voice
of both television and radio for the Sabres. It
was at that nonment that everyone in the Buffalo
Sabres hockey universe realized that the world
was now right.

Ri ck Jeanneret's 51 years has been
quite a ride for us Sabres fans. As he retires,
| hope he knows that he has a permanent place in
the hearts of countl ess hockey fans, both in
Western New York and around the globe. 1'd like
to thank Rick Jeanneret for a lifetinme of
menories and for his selfless dedication to our
great city and our great state and to the hockey
wor | d.

In his own words, to describe this
extraordinary and | egendary NHL Hal | of Faner
Rick Jeanneret: W' re not worthy. W' re not
worthy. We're not worthy.

| thank Senat or Sean Ryan for
bringing this resolution to the floor. And with
that, Madam President, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank

you, Senat or.
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The resol ution was adopted on 4/ 26.

Senat or Li u.

SENATCR LI U Madam Pr esi dent, at
t he request of the sponsors, the resolutions are
open for cosponsorshi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor of the
resol utions, please notify the desk.

Senat or Li u.

SENATCOR LI U Madam Pr esi dent
pl ease take up the reading of the cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 93,
Senate Print 2279, by Senator Jordan, an act to
amend the State Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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Jordan to explain her vote.

SENATOR JORDAN: Madam Presi dent, |
rise to explain ny vote.

| was so excited to see this bill on
the active list. Last year the Senate passed
this bill unaninously, and | expect the sane
results today.

Desi gnati ng New York State a Purple
Heart state is in conparison a small way that we
can recogni ze and honor the sacrifices of those
who have been wounded or killed in conbat and
awarded the Purple Heart -- sacrifices made for
each of us and our treasured and free Anerican
way of life.

The Purple Heart is the ol dest and
nost revered and esteened mlitary decoration
awarded in the name of the president of the
United States to nenbers of the United States
mlitary who have been wounded or killed in
action. You can understand that it is not an
award that one seeks when entering the mlitary.
Yet it has been awarded to alnost 2 million
Aner i cans.

The Purple Heart is a synbol of

her oi sm and courage, a prestigious award created
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by General George Washington to honor and thank
brave sol diers who fought under his command for
Anerica' s i ndependence.

Since 2019 1've led the grassroots
nonpartisan effort in ny 43rd Senate District and
across our state to establish Purple Heart
comunities, to recogni ze and honor the courage
and comm tnent of Purple Heart recipients.

Purple Heart conmunities publicly
recogni ze the service and sacrifice of these
i ncredi ble heroes and affirma |ocal community's
respect and recognition of these proud patriots.

Wthin nmy 43rd Senate district, of
the 60 towns, villages and cities, all 60 are now
Purple Heart conmunities. And all four
counties -- Saratoga, Renssel aer, Washi ngton and
Col unmbi a -- have successfully passed | ocal
resol uti ons and have becone Purple Heart
comunities in counties and proudly display that
fact with signage when entering their
muni ci palities.

In addition, out of the 62 counties
in New York State, nore than 40 are now
Purpl e Heart conmunities, and nore are pending.

Furt hernore, 18 other areas --
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i ncluding buildings, trails and parts of
hi ghways -- have been renamed with the Purple
Heart desi gnation.

|"m proud to have | ed what has
becone a statew de novenent that's putting focus
where it belongs -- our incredible Purple Heart
reci pi ents.

There's a quote 1'd like to share
when speaki ng about the Purple Heart, a quote
fromour nation's Founding Father, General and
Presi dent George Washi ngton, who started the
Purple Heart. President Washington said: "The
wi |l lingness with which our young people are
likely to serve in any war, no nmatter how
justified, shall be directly proportional to how
t hey perceive the veterans of earlier wars were
treated and appreciated by their nation."

CGeneral Washi ngton's words enbody
why | believe the Purple Heart community is so
i mportant, and that we nust honor those that are
reci pients and educate the next generation as to
t he honor of those awarded the Purple Heart, so
that they too respect the recipients and consi der
service to our nation and its tineless ideals.

And nost inportantly in this effort,
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| want to recogni ze the courageous American
patriots who gave all for us, and those who |ive
with the wounds on our behalf.

To all who served, sacrificed and
bore the terrible burden of conbat, we say thank
you. The New York State Senate says thank you.
We now need the Assenbly to say thank you by
passing this bill.

| vote aye, and | encourage all of
nmy Senate col |l eagues to do the sane.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Jordan to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 97,
Senate Print 4887A, by Senator Skoufis, an act to
anmend the Al coholic Beverage Control Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it

shal | have becone a | aw
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
128, Senate Print 51, by Senator Kaplan, an act
to amend the General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 128, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, @Gllivan, Giffo,

Hel mi ng, Jordan, Lanza, Martucci, Cberacker,
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O wara, Ott, Rath, Ritchie, Stec and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 48. Nays, 14.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
130, Senate Print 687, by Senator Hoyl man, an act
to amend the General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 130, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Gallivan
Giffo, Helmng, Jordan, Lanza, Oberacker,
O Mara, Ott, Rath, Rtchie, Serino, Stec and
Tedi sco.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
255, Senate Print 1341, by Senator Brooks, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar nunber 255, voting in the negative:
Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
260, Senate Print 4093, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrello to explain his vote

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to first of all thank
Senator Sanders for his service to our nation and
al so for bringing this forward.

Twenty-two a day. That's the nunber
of veterans who succunb to suicide on average in
the United States -- 22 every single day.

This recogni zes the serious problem
that we have with veteran suicide. And | want to
al so thank the many organi zations that are so
focused on this: The Dwyer group, which has done
amazing work and is going to be expanded to al
62 counties thanks to the efforts of this
chanmber. Western New York Heroes. And
M ssion 22, who is directly focused on the 22
sol diers every day, veterans, who have taken
their lives.

These fol ks have served our nation
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bravel y, and though they have survived battle and
so nmany ravages of war, they come hone and they
cannot get over the scars of their service.

So again, | thank Senator Sanders
and | proudly vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
261, Senate Print 4231, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
364, Senate Print 1053A, by Senator Mayer, an act
to amend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 364, voting in the negative:
Senat or Brisport.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
441, Senate Print 6239, by Senator Thomas, an act
to anend the Adm nistrative Code of the Cty of
New York and the General Minicipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he

| ast section.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2761

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 441, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Fel der, Gounardes, Hel m ng,
Jordan, Lanza, Martucci, Ooeracker and O Mara.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 8.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
452, Senate Print 532, by Senator Persaud, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 452, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, Boyle, Gllivan,
Giffo, Helmng, Jordan, Martucci, Mattera,
Ober acker, O Mara, Palunbo, Rath, Ritchie,
Serino, Stec, Tedisco and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 17.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
500, Senate Print 8073, by Senator Cl eare, an act
to anend the Banki ng Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
607, Senate Print 3471, by Senator Kennedy, an
act to anend the Econom c Devel opnment Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 607, voting in the negative:
Senat or Skoufi s.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
631, Senate Print Nunmber 4733A, by
Senat or Reichlin-Melnick, an act to anmend the
Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the first of Novenber.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrello to explain his vote

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
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Madam Pr esi dent .

First of all, 1'd like to thank the
sponsor for this bill. 1 think it's an
i ncredi bly responsible thing for us to do.

And what this bill does is takes
someone's prior convictions on operating a
vehi cl e under the influence of al cohol and making
sure that that is allowed to be taken into
consideration by a judge if soneone does it
agai n.

| think it's inmportant to point out
that this is exactly what we've been asking for
for along time, which is to give judges the
di scretion to understand a person's prior record
when applying a sentence. This makes a | ot of
sense here, but it makes a | ot of sense
everywhere. Wich is why judges' discretionis
so incredibly inmportant -- a key conponent of our
crimnal justice systemthat should apply not
just in this particular case, but in every
case that's being adjudicated in New York State.

So I"mvoting aye. Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Borrello to be recorded in the affirmati ve.
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Senat or Reichlin-Melnick to explain
his vote.

SENATOR REI CHLI N- MELNI CK: Thank
you, Madam President. | rise to speak about
Bryan Johnson's Law.

On a warm night in June 2012,

Gssi ning resident Bryan Johnson went out for a
nighttine boat ride with his friends. Bryan and
several others on the boat decided to go for a
swi moff the back of the boat, and at that point
t he operator of the boat, who was under the

i nfluence of al cohol, played what he thought was
a prank, speeding off and |leaving Bryan and his
friends in the water. By the tine the driver
came back, Bryan had drowned. He was just 26
years ol d.

Bryan was descri bed by everybody who
knew hi m as generous, soft-spoken, with a kind
word for everyone and a willingness to help
anyone. Sonetinmes it takes a tragedy to nmake us
t ake commonsense actions that will make the world
safer in the future

A year after Bryan's death, New York
State began to require a boating safety course to

operate a nechanical |l y-propell ed vessel. That
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| aw phased in boating course requirenents
starting with 18-year-olds. Now we need to cl ose
an additional |oophole that allows those
convicted of drunk driving offenses to escape
full accountability even if they've previously
been convicted of drunk boating offenses.

Under current |law, a person could
face a DW charge and be perceived as a
first-tinme offender despite having a history of
boati ng while intoxicated. Wen a defendant
denonstrates a pattern of reckl ess behavior, they
rightfully face nmuch harsher penalti es.

New York is home to nmany beautifu
rivers and | akes, and as the weather warns up, a
| ot of folks are going to be eager to spend these
beauti ful sunny days out on the water. So we
need to do all that we can to protect people.

And a vote in support of this bill today wll
bring us one step closer to making Bryan
Johnson's Law a reality.

New York must denonstrate that we
take the crinme of boating while intoxicated very
seriously. Drunk boaters nust be held
accountabl e for their dangerous behavi or. And

so | thank my colleagues in the Senate for
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supporting this bill |ast year and supporting
this bill today.

My col |l eague in the Assenbly,
Assenbl ywoman Sandy Gal ef, has introduced this
bill again this year, and | hope it will pass so
that Bryan Johnson's bill will becone Bryan
Johnson's Law.

H s death was a tragedy for his
famly, his friends, and the entire community in
Gssining that | represent. Passing this law w |
not heal the eternal ache that his famly is
feeling or bring himback. But if it can save
other famlies fromexperiencing this same | oss,
it will be worth it.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Rei chlin-Mel nick to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
638, Senate Print 7378A, by Senator Harckham an

act to anend the Tax Law.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2768

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
642, Senate Print 2728, by Senator Kam nsky, an
act to anend the General Municipal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrello to explain his vote

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
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Madam Pr esi dent .

| spent 10 years in county
government, and | can tell you that a | ot of good
work is done there, especially when it comes to
econoni ¢ devel opnent .

One of the biggest chall enges we
face, quite frankly, when we're trying to attract
a new busi ness or inprove a business or retain a
busi ness -- which has been our biggest problem
here in New York State as they flee -- is our
ability to actually give themthe incentives that
gives New York at least a level playing field
wi th surrounding states, which is very inportant
where | |ive because ny district shares about a
hundred-m |l e border with the State of
Pennsyl vani a.

So what this bill proposes to do is
essentially take away, under the guise of
i mprovi ng accountability -- but just take away
the ability for our |ocal governnents, that are
on the front lines of econonic devel opnent, to be
able to properly and effectively continue to do
econoni ¢ devel opnent .

And what it may return us tois to

the old days, when it was all political patronage
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and pork barrel politics. That's not what we
want. W want good policy. And there's no
better way to do it than ensuring that |oca
governments, the people that are in nany cases
the part-tinmers, the people that are a county

| egislator as well as sitting on an | DA board,

t he busi ness owners that sit on those | DA boards,
t he peopl e that understand busi ness and can
really effectively adm nister those incentives --
t hey should be the ones. Not here in Al bany, not
so far away fromwhere the things are actually
happeni ng.

So |'"m opposed to this bill, and I
woul d strongly encourage ny col |l eagues to be the
sane.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 642, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, @Gllivan, Giffo,
Jordan, Lanza, Martucci, Qoeracker, O Mara, Ott,
Rath, Ritchie, Serino, Stec and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 48. Nays, 14.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
643, Senate Print 3220, by Senator Tedisco, an
act allowing for the creation of a joint police
departnment for the Towns of Whbb and Inlet.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
662, Senate Print 7744, by Senator Breslin, an
act to anend the |Insurance Law.

SENATOR LI U: Lay it aside for the
day, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |

will be laid aside for the day.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
671, Senate Print 4243A, by Senator Gaughran, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 671, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Jordan, Cberacker, Serino
and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator Liu, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATCOR LI U Madam Pr esi dent
pl ease go to the reading of the controversi al
cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
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Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
500, Senate Print 8073, by Senator Cl eare, an act
to anend the Banki ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Borrell o.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

As the ranking nenber of the Banks

Commttee, | have sone concerns and sone
guestions. So will the sponsor yield for a
guestion?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR CLEARE: The sponsor
yi el ds.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you so
much, Senator Cleare. Appreciate it.

My first question is, you know, this
i s obviously about investnents and who can invest
in what kind of things in New York State. So

will this bill apply to all banks and al

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2774

financial institutions that could potentially
invest in private prisons?

SENATCOR CLEARE: Banks that are
chartered by New York State, yes.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR CLEARE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So just to be
clear, only state-chartered banks. Because nost
banks in New York State are actually federally
chartered, and of course we have investnment
conpanies -- New York State is the investnent
capital of the United States, perhaps the world.

So this only applies to
state-chartered banks, is that correct?

SENATOR CLEARE: Yes.

SENATOR BORRELLO Ckay, thank you
for that clarification.

Madam President, will the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR CLEARE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So isn't the
intention of this bill to have basically a
di rect inpact on how other states are doing
business with contractors and the federal
government? | mean, it's really not about
New York State, we're trying to inpact things --
because in New York State we no |onger allow
private prisons. Private prisons are outl awed.

So isn't this really trying to
affect the financial decisions nmade by
New Yor k- based state-chartered banks and how t hey
do business in other states.

SENATCOR CLEARE: Yes, it's about --
we banned private prisons in New York State in
2007, and we don't want any |oopholes. W don't
want anybody investing in private banking -- |
nmean, |'msorry, private prisons.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

Madam President, will the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR CLEARE: Yes.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2776

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR CLEARE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: So then the sole
purpose of this is to -- because New York State,
as you' ve nentioned, does not allow for private
prisons. The sole purpose of this is to inpact
the operation and the | guess the construction
and operation of private prisons in other states.

So what's that based on? Wy is
that -- what's the basis for that?

SENATOR CLEARE: Wwell, for one, you
know, in nmy community advocacy and public career
| have had to help constituents in ny district
who have been in private prisons. They are
poorly run, they are unsafe for both the workers
and the inmates.

The experience is horrible. It's a
horri bl e experience. And | think that they are
just -- these private prisons allow for |obbying
of elected officials to increase incarceration.
And | don't think prisons should be for-profit.

They're there for correction and for
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rehabilitation.

Ch, there it is. Private prisons
are an inherently problematic industry as they
make noney through incarceration. The purpose of
prisons is ultimately, like | said, correction
and rehabilitation, not profit. Better said.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR CLEARE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So you brought
sonmet hing up that actually brought up a question
inny mnd. You said that in the case of a
private prison that elected officials could be
| obbi ed to increase incarceration.

| nmean, just -- could you please
explain that?

SENATOR CLEARE: They are | obbi ed
to create ways to increase incarceration. W
have had -- historically, there have been cases
and maybe not just elected officials, but judges

who have been corrupt and sentenci ng young peopl e
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to these private prisons for some sort of a
ki ckback.

And we don't want to encourage that
ki nd of behavior. W want to nmake sure that our
prisons are there to rehabilitate and to provide
a corrective course and to stop recidivism But
we don't want people incarcerated because there's
profit involved.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR CLEARE: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Sorry, one nore.

SENATOR CLEARE: No, don't be
sorry. | feel left out.

SENATOR BORRELLO No, and |
appreciate that. But you made | think a pretty
serious accusation that judges are taking bribes
to encourage people to be sentenced to prison
directly so that it can be -- a profit can be
generated fromthe conpanies that operate the
pri son.

Have we had cases of that? Has that

occurred in other parts of the United States? O
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do we have any evidence of that?

SENATCOR CLEARE: Yes. There was a
case -- let ne just -- hold on one m nute.

It's the kids for cash scandal, but
|"mtrying to find it for you. And yes, it does
occur.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR CLEARE: Yes.

SENATOR BORRELLO Sol wll --
"1l take your word on that.

SENATCOR CLEARE: I'I'l send it to
you too.

SENATOR BORRELLO Pl ease do.
Appreci ate that.

But, you know, the biggest issue
here is that the vast nmgjority of financial
institutions in New York State -- banks,
investnment firns, people that would actually be
in -- the conpanies that would actually be
investing in these private prisons are not
state-chartered banks. And in fact

state-chartered banks are our comrunity banks.
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So with that being said, I'm
rem nded of the fact that the Bank of New York
whi ch used to invest in private prisons, actually
st opped doi ng so because of advocacy, strong
advocacy of folks Iike yourself.

So woul dn't the better path be to
engage those fol ks that are depositors, people
t hat have nortgages and do business with these
banks, to organize, if private prisons are as bad
as you say, and just encourage themto actually
di vest?

Because getting the Bank of New York
to divest fromprivate prisons is nuch nore
significant than a local comunity bank that's
likely a state-chartered bank. Wuldn't that be
a better path?

SENATOR CLEARE: Bot h are good
paths. But | think we have to nake sure that
it's clear that we don't support private prisons,
and use the tools that we have in our hands right
now. And | think we need to prohibit our banks
frominvesting in them

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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Borrello on the bill.
SENATOR BORRELLO Senator C eare,

| don't know if that was your first debate or

not, but --

SENATOR CLEARE: It was.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you very
much. | appreciate the engagenent and i ndul gence

today. Thank you.

As |'ve said nmany tines in the
Banks Committee, what we do in the Banks
Commttee is -- and the Legislature in general --
only inpacts state-chartered banks. These are
our comrunity banks.

So in the end, | can't find nuch
evi dence of any investnment in private prisons by
our state-chartered banks.

But this actually sets a bad
precedent. What we're saying is to every
financial institution in New York, but
particularly those that are state-chartered
banks, that we are going to tell you what you can
and cannot invest in.

And | understand that Senator
Cleare's experience is very different fromm ne

and ot hers. But the facts, the data, doesn't
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support the fact that private prisons are any
| ess good, quite frankly, than
gover nment - operated prisons. The data just isn't
t here.

There's al ways anecdot al evi dence.
We can find that in any situation, anecdot al
evi dence of a certain situation. But
holistically, on a broad scale, they are not
operated nore poorly. And in fact they have an
i ncentive, because they are making profit, to
make sure that they are -- they do remain the
contractors to provide that service.

But that being said, |I'mnot going
to dispute that issue at that granular |evel.
But just to say that here in New York, we have
| ost our state-chartered banks in |arge
nunbers -- | believe 40 percent, just in the |ast
decade or so. It's very easy, quite frankly, for
themto becone either a federally chartered bank
or get out of the business in New York
al t oget her, which is what many unfortunately have
chosen to do.

And what does that do? That reduces
the small community banks that give |oans to

peopl e that otherw se would not be able to get a
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| oan, that take those risks because they're the
people in the community, the people that are on
t he board, the people in nmanagenent. They know
the conmmunity.

So every tinme we put another nail in
the coffin of our state-chartered banks, we're
putting another nail in the coffin of
New Yorkers, particularly New Yorkers on a | ower
inconme |evel, to be able to do things |ike buy a
car, own a honme, send their kids to college. And
this is just another exanple of setting a bad
precedent with bad financial decisions.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Are
t here any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Seei ng none, debate is closed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Cleare to explain her vote.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2784

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you.

This bill sets a very clear nora
and policy principle which follows upon the fact
that we already prohibit the operation of private
prisons in New York State, per Section 121 of the
Correction Law.

Senate Bill 8073 extends this
principle further by prohibiting any
state-chartered banking institution from
provi di ng financing or investing in the stock,
securities or other obligations of an entity that
owns or operates a private correctional facility.

New Yor k has been wi se enough to ban
the very existence of private prisons in the
state, and thus it is extraordinarily logical to
prohi bit banks chartered by the very sane state
frominvesting in an activity that we have
decl ared as not only prohibited but norally
out r ageous.

As we stand here today, over
115, 000 people in this country are in private
pri sons, and the nunber bei ng detained by I|ICE
only adds to this alarmng figure.

In my public service career and

comuni ty advocacy, | have hel ped nunerous
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constituents who had fam |y nenbers in private
pri sons, and the experience was horrible. It's
often difficult and sometimes inpossible to make
contact with the facilities and get information
on relatives, set up visits, or performany kind
of wellness check. There's virtually no
accountability, no care, conpassion -- and often
no one answers the phone.

G ven the fact that private prisons
pose glaring noral and ethical conflicts and are
filled wwth | ax safety standards for incarcerated
i ndi vi dual s and enpl oyees, this bill nakes
conpl ete sense. New York banks shoul d not be
allowed to profit frominstitutions that the
state itself deens inperm ssible to even exist.
Prisons should be for correction, not for profit,
pl ai n and si npl e.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Cleare to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 500, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle,

Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Jordan, Lanza,
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Martucci, Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rath, Ritchie, Serino, Stec, Tedisco and
Vi k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Liu, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATCOR LI U Madam Pr esi dent
there's a report of the Finance Commttee at the
desk.

Pl ease take that up and recogni ze
Senat or Krueger on the report.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the
fol | owi ng nom nati on:

As Wl fare Inspector General,

Lucy Lang.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

| don't believe we have our
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confirmee with us, so | do not plan to use a | ot
of time here, just to say that Lucy Lang, who is
al ready functioning as the Inspector Ceneral for
the State of New York, is now being confirmed --
wi th our support -- to the Welfare Inspector
Ceneral position as well, and that she cane
through nultiple conmttees and had the support
of the committees.

Some of us know Lucy from when she
was a Manhattan ADA who actually ran for the DA
slot, | guess about a year ago now, and that she
has a long history of working on many conpl ex
i ssues.

| was personally very glad to hear
her tal k about the experience, as the Wl fare
| nspector General, finding vendors and conpani es
who are exploiting our programs and actually
t aki ng noney away fromthe people who deserve and
need this noney, |owincone New Yorkers, and,
rather, exploit situations to take advantage and
even steal the noney fromthe governnent and from
t he | owincome New Yorkers.

And so that she does have a very
broad understandi ng of how fraud and abuse can

take place, but is nost likely to take place in
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t hese prograns with vendor participation.

And she answered all of our
guestions, and | believe that people felt
confidence in her to continue her mssion. She
al so tal ked about the new problenms with
Depart ment of Labor fraud and abuse grow ng out
of the large nunbers of people applying and new
benefits which had different rules to them during
Covl D

So, you know, the job of governnent
is to continue to nake sure we self-police
ourselves and that we are all follow ng our |aws,
and i nspector generals play very inportant
positions. And | believe that we have confidence
that Lucy Lang will do exactly that in her second
or third position -- | think she's also the |G of
one ot her agency already, but we have confi dence
in her handling this additional position as well.

So | do nom nate her. Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
guestion is on the nom nation.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to the
nom nation of Wl fare Inspector Ceneral Lucy
Lang, those Senators voting in the negative are
Senat ors Cberacker, Stec and Tedi sco.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
nom nation is confirmed.

Senat or Li u.

SENATCOR LI U Madam President, is
there any further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATCOR LI U Then | nove to
adj ourn until Mnday, May 2nd, at 3:00 p.m, the
i nterveni ng days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
May 2nd, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days being
| egi sl ati ve days.

(Whereupon, at 1:28 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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