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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Readi ng
of the Journal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
March 28, 2022, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday, March 27
2022, was read and approved. On notion, the
Senat e adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.

We're going to sinultaneously go
t hrough sone resol utions while the Finance
Commttee is neeting.

So please call an i medi ate neeting
of the Finance Comm ttee in Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Fi nance Conmttee in Room 332.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: And now let's
nove on to adopt the Resol ution Calendar, with
t he exception of Resolution 2169.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Al'l those
in favor of adopting the Resol ution Cal endar,
with the exception of Resolution 2169, please
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
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nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Resol uti on Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Now | et's begin
wi th previously adopted Resol ution 1940, by
Senat or Harckham read its title, and recognize
Senat or Har ckham

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
1940, by Senator Harckham recogni zi ng March 29,
2022, as Vi et nam Vet erans Day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Har ckham on the resol ution.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
M. President.

And today, as nentioned, is National
Vi etnam Vet erans Day. This is the
10t h anniversary of the first occasion of this
event, which was proclai med by then
Presi dent Obana back in 2012.

| want to thank the Majority Leader

for supporting us bringing this event back to the
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chanber. W were off for two years because of
COvID, and I'mso glad that we could wel cone our
vet erans back here today.

| want to thank Senator Kaplan for
visiting with us and spending sonme tine with our
veterans as well.

So today | want to wel cone al
veterans of the Vietnam War. And today we have
nine veterans fromny district, the 40th Senate
District, who proudly served.

So here today with us: Karl Rohde,
di rector of the Putnam County Veterans Services
Agency; Art Hanl ey, deputy director of the
Put nam County Veterans Services Agency;

Steve Seid, assistant at the Putnam County

Vet erans Services Agency; WIIliam Nazari o,

nati onal senior vice comrander for the Mlitary
Order of the Purple Heart; Rob Rottkanp,
conmander of the Brewster VFW Post 672;

Harry Sherbl om quartermaster of the Brewster
VFW Post 672; Eugene Lang, a Purple Heart
reci pi ent; Bob Matuszewski, Janmes Mecca, and
Tor Heskesta -- all veterans of the Vietnam War
who are with us here today.

Fromthe tine the United States
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carried out its first conbat m ssion on

January 12, 1962, until when the |ast Anerican
troops left Vietnamon March 29th of 1973, nore
than 3 million Americans served in that theater
and nore than 58,000 sacrificed their lives
during that conflict; 300,000 were wounded and
nore than 75,000 pernmanently disabled. And 1200
remai n m ssing and unaccounted for, and we pray
for themon a daily basis.

But today we pay homage to the brave
men and wonen who served in that conflict and are
here with us, today knowing full well that they
served with tremendous courage and sacrifice,
knowi ng full well that when they returned hone
alive, they bore physical and psychol ogi cal
scars, many of which were life-Ilasting.

| f anyt hing, we nust acknow edge
that that era, the Vietnamera in our nation, was
a scar on our history -- not because of the nen
and the wonmen who |eft their hones to vol unteer
their services or when they were called to duty,
but because how these brave nen and wonen were
treated when they returned fromthe war. They
wer e di sparaged. They were di shonored. They

unfairly faced bl ane and shame. They were
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denigrated, and they were vilifi ed.

And today we know better. And we
know how nuch honor and respect and gratitude
they all deserve for putting on the uniform for
wearing the flag on their armand traveling to
the other side of the gl obe and serving our
country.

And today we understand that our
Vi et nam War veterans | earned to protect each
other and to continue to protect each other
today. And as | nentioned, nmany of them are
i nvolved in veterans services, working with each
ot her and al so working within the conmunity.

And today we see Vi etnam veterans at
airports all across the country, welcom ng back
t he nen and wonen of our armed services as they
return hone from conbat, knowi ng full well that
we were not there for them when they cane back
home, and yet they are there with their arns
open.

And these are the types of |eaders
we tal k about when we debate the funding, the
i ncrease of funding that we all support in this
chanber for the Dwyer Vet2Vet program

So today we enter into the record of
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t he proceedings a resolution that New York State
wi shes to show all of our Vietnamveterans the
respect and the appreciation that they did not

al wvays get when they returned hone. Wl cone
home, and thank you for your service.

So today we pause our deliberations
to recogni ze March 29th as Vi et nam Vet erans Day,
and to thank our brave Vietnam veterans for their
honor abl e and nobl e service to this country.

Thank you, and God bl ess you.

| vote aye, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Harckham

Senat or Brooks on the resol ution.

SENATOR BROCKS: Thank you,

M. President.

Thank you, Senator Harckham for
i ntroducing this resolution.

You know, as we think back to the
Vi et nam days and what we went through -- and for
t hose of us who were in the service during those
years, the war unfortunately took a very, very
political turn. The gentlenen and people that we
honor today, nmen and wormen who served in that

war, did their duty and followed the orders they
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were given. And in many, nany ways they becane
victims of the political drama, if you will, that
was going on in our country.

Whet her these individuals were
drafted or enlisted, they were follow ng out the
orders of their country. And unfortunately,
many tines they were effectively held liable for
t hings they had nothing to do with.

There was a point during the war
that if you were traveling and you were in
uniform you' d often take it off, change into
civilian clothes.

When these sol diers returned hone,
they weren't wel comed home. They weren't
respected for the responsibilities they had and
they carried out. It was a sad commentary on our
nati on.

We, as the free citizens of this
country, all of what we hold and enjoy, all of
our rights and privileges, in the end cone from
the services of those who are in the mlitary,
particularly during warti ne.

| served in the mlitary during the
Vietnam War. | never was activated to go to

Vietnam and | often felt that | didn't have the
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right to say that I'ma veteran, because | saw
what those who were engaged in the war had to go
t hrough and carry out, the physical scars and the
mental scars that they had.

| can still remenber hearing of the
| oss of different friends over there and how you
felt. Today, so nmany years after the war, we're
still -- we're still dealing with the danage from
that war, psychol ogi cal and physical injuries,
exposures to chem cal s.

Today we have an opportunity to say
to the gentlenmen and | adies that served in this
war: Thank you. Thank you for protecting our
nation. Thank you for carrying out the orders
that you were directed to carry. And the
| egi sl ative bodies of this country and this state
need to recogni ze the responsibilities we have to
t hose who served this nation

| think in this body we've done a
great job expanding progranms to hel p and protect
and serve those individuals. But we can never,
ever nake up for how these nen and wormen were
treated when they returned hone.

So to the veterans that gather with

us today, | say to all of you: Welconme hone, and
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t hank you for your service to this nation

Thank you, M. President. | vote
aye.

(Appl ause.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Brooks.

Senat or Addabbo on the resol ution.

SENATOR ADDABBC Thank you,

M. President. Tough act to follow.

Good afternoon, everyone. | too
want to thank Senator Harckham for the resol ution
giving us the opportunity to express our
appreciation and recognition for our Vietnam War
veterans on this Vietnam War Vet erans Day.

And as a proud nenber of the
Senate Veterans Conmittee, so ably chaired by
Senat or Brooks, it is an honor to say thank you.

You know, actually in nmy town -- or
my district of Elmhurst today, the Vietnam --
Chapter 32 of the Vietnam Veterans of Anmerica did
a nenorial about the Vietnam Veterans Menori al
there today, and we thank themfor that as well.

You know, as was nentioned, so many
of our Vietnam veterans who returned honme were

not respected and were not given the
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accomodati ons that they should have done, and
t hat was unacceptabl e and wong then and forever
wi |l be unacceptable and wong. And so that's
why it's so inportant to have this resolution
today to again express the appropriate
recogni tion and appreciation.

You know, | remenber a quote from

President Calvin Coolidge that said "A nation

which forgets its defenders will be itself
forgotten.” W wll never forget, fromhere on
in, we will never forget the sacrifices nade by

our Vi etnam veterans.

" m of the opinion every day is
Vet erans Day. W thank our veterans every day.
But on this day we take that special nonent to
t hank our Vi etnam veterans for returning hone,
and we say -- appropriately -- wel cone honme, and
t hank you for your service.

May God bl ess you and all the
veterans across this world. Thank you so ruch.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Addabbo.

Senat or Mayer on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
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M. President.

And t hank you, gentlenen, for being
here today. Thank you for your service. And
t hank you for honoring us with your presence and
this opportunity, awarded by Senator Harckham s
resolution, for us to speak about not only you,
but all your conrades and col | eagues who served.

Today in preparing for this
resolution, | read a nunber of letters witten
home from Vietnamvets. There's quite a
collection. The letters are extraordinary of how
tough it was, howdifficult to wite to your
| oved ones and tell the stories of what was
happening -- the | oss of colleagues and conrades,
t he brotherhood and the sisterhood that was
fostered there.

It is aremnder that the intensity
of that war was so great that those of us here in
the confort of hone, and not in Vietnam wl|
never understand what it was |ike.

And so | commend to everyone to read
those letters and to get the feeling of what it
was |i ke for soneone in the Arnmy or in one of the
services to wite hone to their |oved ones.

But then | was pronpted to read the
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speech -- part of the speech by then

Presi dent (bana when this day was created. And
he was far nore artful than I was, and | just
wanted to read a little bit of what he said:

"Let us tell a story of a generation that cane
home and how, even though some Americans turned
t heir back on you, you never turned your back on
America. Like generations before you, you took
of f the uniform but you never stopped serving.
You becane teachers and police officers and
nurses, the fol ks we count on every day. You
becane | eaders and public servants fromtown
halls to Capitol Hill, lifting up our

conmuni ties, our state and our nation. You

rem nded us of what it was like to serve, what it
meant to serve."

And so you have given us the exanple
of what true service is. Even when our country
failed to do right by you, you have kept up with
service. And whether you serve in your | ocal
veterans organi zation -- and | think sonme of you,
" m from Sout hern Westchester, may cone down to
Yonkers or New Rochel |l e occasionally with your
veteran brothers -- today is a day when it is our

obligation not only to say we will never allow
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what happened to you to happen again, but at the
same time we acknow edge your |ong-lasting
service, which canme after your service in
Vi et nam

You continued to serve this country
so well, and we are so honored today to be able
to have this day and have the opportunity to
t hank you for your service froma very neaningfu
pl ace and to say God bl ess you and God bl ess
America, and thank you for standing for our
country.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Mayer.

Senat or May on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
M. President.

And | want to thank ny col | eague
Senat or Harckham for bringing this resolution and
to our guests as well. Thank you, as
Senat or Mayer said, for honoring us with your
presence.

| also rise to thank the
200, 000 New Yorkers who served in Vietnam and the

one out of every nine soldiers who was wounded in
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that war. Qut of those who were wounded, one in
four sustained permanent disabilities. And that
nmeans that they have carried, for their whole
lives, the sacrifice every day, the sacrifice
that we called on themto make in the

Vi et nam \r .

W owe themall of our gratitude and
our support. And | especially want to lift up
t he organi zations that support our veterans, in
particular Clear Path for Veterans, which has an
amazing facility on the border of Onondaga and
Madi son counties, where they provide space for
fell owship, hot neals, wellness prograns, and
they train service dogs who provide, in their
turn, an incredible service to veterans who need
the -- whether it's help with PTSD or with
activities of daily Iife or just raising their
quality of life.

So | want to thank all of our
veterans and those who support them because you
are doing the work that our country owes to you
and to all who served in this war.

Thank you. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank

you, Senator My.
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Senator Stec on the resolution.

SENATCR STEC: | rise too to extend
and associate nyself with the remarks of ny
col | eagues before on this Vietnam Veterans Day.

| wanted to add a little detail to
it I thought was worth nmentioning. According to
the VA 8.7 mllion American served during the
era from 1964 to 1973; 3.4 mllion were depl oyed
to Southeast Asia and 2.7 mllion served in the
Republic of Vietnam 58,220 Anericans were killed
in Vietnam and at the war's end, 2,646 were
listed as POWor MA and, as of today, 1,584 are
still unaccounted for.

So | think it's inportant for us to
pause and renenber that we left a | ot of good
peopl e behi nd, good Anmericans that were serving
their country, they were follow ng orders, they
wer e doing what elected officials sent themto
do.

And of course, as has been nentioned
on this floor before but | think is worth
enphasizing, it's inportant to renmenber the
di sgrace that was shown t hem when they returned
home -- uncalled-for, certainly un-Anerican, to

treat people that many of them vol unteered but,
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back then, many of them did not volunteer. They
were there against their will, they were forced
to go there by their governnent.

And their thanks for that, for that
service and sacrifice, was to be spit upon
di scrim nated agai nst, refused enpl oynent,
refused housi ng because they served this nation.
It's a national enbarrassnment. And it's worth
remenbering and it's worth pointing out today.

One of those veterans is near and
dear to ny heart. M father, who's a United
States Marine, served from 1962 to 1965, and he
served in Vietnamin 1965 in artillery. And he's
tal ked about his service, and he's proud of his
service. And fortunately |I think spared a | ot of
the indignation that a ot of his fellow soldiers
and sailors, airnen and marines, experienced when
t hey canme back hone.

And so to the nine that are here
bl essing us with their presence today, | say
t hank you -- thank you -- God bless you. CQur
country should be sorry for the way that you were
treated for serving your country, your duty.

And |I'mthankful for all of our

veterans' service, but today Vietnam Veterans
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Day, is about those that served and sacrificed
and got very little thanks and gratitude in
return fromthis nation

So with that, I will be in favor of
this resolution. And again, | thank ny coll eague
Senat or Harckham for bringing it forward and for
all nmy colleagues' remarks earlier today on this.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Stec.

Senator Borrello on the resol ution.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
M. President.

| too am proud to stand here today
for Vietnam War Renenbrance Day. | want to thank
Senat or Harckham and also | would like to thank
Senator Brooks for his heartfelt remarks from
sonmeone who |ived through that era.

My father, Tony Borrello, was one of

those folks that was drafted to serve in the

Vi etnam War, as was his only brother -- his only
sibling -- Frank Borrello. Both served in
Vi et nam

It was sonething that was very

difficult for ny grandparents. M grandnot her
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worried every day. W didn't have the

comuni cation then that they have now. And God
sm | ed upon her one day because by chance, in al
that went on, all the places that people were
depl oyed, one day ny father and ny uncle were in
the sane nmess hall together. They weren't even
in the sane section, but they got to see each

ot her, and ny grandnot her got to hear that they
knew each ot her were okay.

But the scars were pernmanent. And
agai n, what they suffered was nost because of how
they were treated when they cane honme. Many
famly friends as well as fam |y nenbers served
in Vietnam M father and his brothers and
cousins all got together at the VFW tal ked about
it. It was a difficult time. Thank God we now
understand the inportance of what they've done
and what every veteran has done to secure this
nation's freedom

Thank God that people like that,
that were told by their governnent to go fight in
a war on the other side of the world, did it.
They didn't escape to Canada or whatever el se;
they did it. And quite frankly, |ike many ot her

wars, this was a war fought |argely by
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wor ki ng-cl ass peopl e and people of color. And
they did it proudly to serve this nation.

So to ny father, thank you. And to
all of you, wel come hone.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Borrello.

Senat or Lanza on the resol ution.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,
M. President.

First, of course, | would like to
t hank Senat or Harckham for the resol ution. [t's
as inportant a resolution as we will see here on

the floor, in my estinmation.

You know, by operation of |aw, every
year on March 29th in the State of New York it is
Vi etnam Vet erans Day. | know that because | was
the author of the lawin my first year here in
the Senate. And we sonetines, as Senators, |ike
to go around and say, you know, | wote that |aw
or this law. But |I didn't wite this one.

In my first year | was approached by
a Staten Islander, a Vietnamveteran, Lester
Model owitz, who canme to me and said: "Here in
New York, of all the states, which gave so much

in that war, so much bl ood, so nuch sacrifice, we
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need to establish March 29th as Vi et nam Vet erans
Day." And of course, as anyone in this room
woul d have said, | responded by saying "W're
going to do it."

W wote the |aw. Senator Savino
was a cosponsor. Assenblynman Titone in the
Assenbly introduced it there. W eventually
passed it on this floor, unaninously -- Denocrat
and Republican -- because it was the right thing
to do. And the Governor signed it.

You know, a | ot of people cane to us
and said, Wiy do we need Vi et nam Vet erans Day?
We have Veterans Day, we have Menorial Day, why
do we need anot her one? People actually cane to
us in our offices and asked why we needed to do
it. And of course everyone in this room knows
why we needed to do it.

And t he sinple answer was because
sonmet hing di fferent happened to Vi etnam veterans
as they returned home that did not happen to
others in other conflicts in prior wars. Wy do
we need this law? For ne, it's four sinple
reasons.

Let ne go back for a mnute. W

were one of the first states in Anerica to do it.
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The origin of this day occurred back in 1974, the
year after the |ast American troops came hone.
Presi dent N xon issued a proclamation saying that
March 29th ought to be a day of recognition of
what happened. But it |asted one year.

After we passed the lawin this
state, Senator Savino and | and Vi etnam veterans
| obbi ed the Opbama administration to make it a
national law. W weren't able to do it, but
Presi dent (hana did take the first step in 2012
and again issue a proclamation honoring
March 29th as Vi etnam Veterans Day. But again,
it was a one-year event.

Finally, in 2017, our efforts
continued, and President Trunp in 2017 signed the
| aw t hat nakes every single year on March 29t h
here in Anerica Vietnam Veterans Day. W were
anong the first to do that, here in New York
" m proud of that.

So why do we need it? Four reasons,
as far as I'"'mconcerned. First, in a way, it's
an act of contrition. | was raised to believe
t hat when you nmake a nistake, you say you're
sorry. And this is one way for us to say we are

sorry for what happened.
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| listened to the pain -- and we all
did -- in Senator Brooks' words as he descri bed
hi s honorable service to this nation. There
shoul d be no pain associated with that, only
honor. And | applaud you and thank you and
respect you for what you've done for our country.

Second, we need to educate each
other. | firmy believe that if we don't
understand our history, if we don't understand
t hat which we have done, and if we don't enbrace
our mstakes, they will be repeated. Every
generation needs to know what happened so that it
doesn't happen agai n.

| tell young people all the tine, be
careful of adults who don't want you to know your
hi story, because it's your future that they're
trying to steal. Today, we teach each other that
this can never happen agai n.

Finally, this day allows us to do
t hat whi ch shoul d have happened then. What
happened, as many have said here -- and |
associate nyself with all the remarks of all of
my coll eagues -- was a very shaneful chapter in
American history. And today we get to do what

shoul d have been done then, which is to say:
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Wl cone hone, wel cone hone, wel cone hone.

We all have Vietnam veterans in our
districts. You all know them Sone of the nobst
cour ageous, honorabl e, decent humans you'll ever
nmeet. Wen you see them say thank you. Senator
Brooks, thank you. Thank you (to gallery).

You know, we cherish the freedom we
have in Anerica. | said four reasons, right?
only said three. 1'Il go back to the fourth.

The fourth is -- I'll take any
excuse to say thank you to veterans. If it's a
law or if it's another day, every day, |I'll never
turn down an excuse to say thank you to
veterans -- in particular, Vietnamveterans. You
mean so nmuch to us today, you nmeant so nmuch to us
then. You think about what happened and why it
happened because of sone warped peopl e, weak
politicians, Jane Fonda, m sgui ded acadenic
world -- | don't know what all cane together to
contribute to this shameful tragedy, but it did.
And we need to enbrace it so we can stand up
against it and make sure it doesn't happen again.

So to you, Vietnam veterans, we
cherish our freedons here in Anerica. The

principle is enbodied in our foundi ng docunents,
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the Constitution, the Declaration of

| ndependence. W all know they woul dn't be worth
the paper they're printed on if not for our

sol diers, our veterans, our Vietnamveterans.

So again, | will say: Thank you.
Wl cone hone.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Lanza.

Senat or Hi nchey on the resol ution.

SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,

M. President.

And t hank you, Senator Harckham for
bringing forward this resolution.

And Senat or Brooks, | too want to
say thank you for your honest and heartfelt
wor ds.

The call to service is sonething
that you are born with. And the call to listen
to your country when your country calls you to
service is a duty that no one can ever repay.
|"m here to say thank you for giving us really
t he shoul ders to stand on, because it is your
service to our country and hearing those calls
that allows many of us to continue to do what we

do here in this room
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One Vietnamveteran I'd like to cal
attention to is Col onel Roger Donlon, a
Saugerties native -- ny hometown -- who was
awarded the first Medal of Honor ever presented
to a Vietnamveteran, by President Johnson, for
his heroi smduring the war.

Col onel Donlon was a historic figure
growing up in Saugerties. W often spent much of
our time after school at the Donlon, making --
and that always instilled in us the inportance of
service to our country, for standing up for our
comunities and naking sure that we never forget
t he chal |l enges and the pain that many of our
vet erans have experienced, especially those who
did not get the recognition they deserved, our
Vi et nam vet erans, when they canme hone fromthe
war .

And it's often -- as we've heard in
this room it's often our Vietnam veterans,
because of the lack of recognition, the |ack of
respect, the lack of attention they received,
they're the ones who are the first ones wel coni ng
ot her veterans back into our comunities.

They're the ones | eading the charge for veterans

flags and recognition, for veterans dinners in
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our comrunity. They've never forgotten the
i mportance of honoring and recogni zi ng peopl e
when they conme hone.

So I"'mhere to say thank you for
your service, thank you for being here with us
today. And to all of the veterans across our
state and those in the 46th District, thank you
for your service.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Hi nchey.

Senat or Rei chlin-Melnick on the
resol ution.

SENATOR REI CHLI N- MELNI CK: Thank
you very much, M. President.

| rise as a proud nenber of the
Senate's Veterans Conmittee in support of this
resol ution.

| want to thank Senator Harckham for
introducing it; Senator Brooks, our Vets
Comm ttee chair, for your heartfelt words; and of
course all of the veterans who have joi ned us
today as we cel ebrate and recogni ze and honor
your service on Vietnam War Vet erans Day.

You know, over 2.7 mllion Americans

served in the VietnamWir, and that is nore than
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all those who have served in our wars since. And
we need to acknow edge them And we need to
acknowl edge not only those who served, we need to
remenber the nore than 58,000 who did not cone
horme, the 153,000 who were wounded, 75,000 who
were severely disabled, and those who served with
i ncredi bl e bravery, nearly 240 of whom earned the
Medal of Honor, the nation's highest award.

And t hough this day, Vietnam War
Vet erans Day, was only officially established a
decade ago, only signed into |l aw five years ago,
we' ve been recogni zi ng and we' ve been cel ebrating
t hose who served in New York for so many years.

In my district in Rockland and
Westchester, we honor the service of our veterans
of the Vietnam War and of other wars each year on
Vet erans Day, and we honor the service of those
who paid the ultinate price on Menorial Day. W
support veterans prograns |ike the Joseph P
Dwyer Vet2Vet program that provides such
i nval uabl e support to veterans who are deal i ng
with PTSD and other after-effects of this
horrible conflict.

The Vi et nam War was controversi al

when it was bei ng waged. Many questi oned whet her
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the US. role in the conflict was appropriate, or
t hey questioned the tactics used to try to secure
victory. But regardless of the answers to those
guestions, all Anericans should be able to cone
together to salute those who served. Sone
Vi et nam vets chose to serve; others were drafted.
But all who | have ever met served with
di stinction and dedi cation and bravery, making
t he best of an inpossibly dangerous and a
di fficult environnent.

The Vi et nam War changed our history,
maki ng a generation of Americans nore skeptical
of foreign interventions and hesitant to project
our power abroad. But as we watch today as a
mur derous tyrant invades and seeks to subjugate a
nei ghboring country, and we see Ukraini an
soldiers fighting for their honel and with weapons
supplied by the U.S., it is an inval uable
rem nder that the U S. can't retreat fromthe
world. We still have a vested interest, as we
did 50 years ago, in standing up to dictators and
to hostile foreign powers.

And so once again | want to thank
every veteran of the Vietnamera for your

service. W are eternally grateful, and I
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proudly support this resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Reichlin-Mel nick.

Senat or Kapl an on the resol ution.

SENATOR KAPLAN: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise today to say wel come, but
nore inportantly to say thank you for the Vietnam
vet erans we have before us here today and
t hroughout this state.

To all the brave individuals, your
state and your country never truly repaid you for
your service. But we can thank you for your
sacrifice, your bravery, and the exanple you set
for us all. Your selfless dedication to the
ideals of this great nation continues the course
we as people follow

Thank you again to Senator Harckham
for bringing this resolution to the floor today.

And thank you, M. President. And I
proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Kapl an.

Senat or Kennedy on the resol ution.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
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M. President.

| want to take this nonment to
recogni ze these extraordi nary heroes in our
presence today in this chanmber. | want to start
by thanking you for your service to this great
country and to the world.

| want to recognize ny coll eague
Senat or Harckham for bringing this to the floor,
our col |l eague Senator Brooks, all of ny
col | eagues on both sides of the aisle who have
spoken so el oquently already. This is clearly an
enotional day for everybody here in this chanber.

We are hunbl ed by your presence, and
| think we're hunbled by this resolution,
rem nding us all of our country, of our history,
of our state, of where we cane from whose
shoul ders we stand on, and the price that each
and every one of you paid in giving up your youth
to put on the colors of the United States
mlitary to go to a foreign land and fight a war
that you were asked to fight.

Some of you enlisted yoursel ves;
sonme of you were drafted -- many were draft ed.
M I 1lions of people went off to war. Fifty-eight

t housand never nmade it home. Many who did nake
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it home suffered the hidden tolls of war and
continue to suffer those hidden tolls and were
nmet by a government and a peopl e that

di srespect ed and di shonored your service to the
flag. That is reprehensible. It should have
never happened, and it shoul d never happen agai n.

So | was born in 1976, three years
after the |l ast soldier was pulled out of active
duty in Vietnam So when | was com ng up and
| earni ng about the world and | earni ng about
veterans and their service to this country, and
| earni ng about the heroes who gave it all so that
we coul d have debates like this in peace on this
Senate floor and in the halls of the nation's
Capitol and in comunities across this great
country, and |lead across the globe -- the stories
of Vietnamcane to ne in waves as | was comn ng
up, born in the '70s, a child of the '80s,
| earni ng nore through the '90s and even today.

It was a few years back that one of
the greatest docunentaries | think has ever been
created, by Ken Burns, detailed the story from
start to conpletion -- before the start of
Anmerica' s involvenent in Vietnam to conpletion

and through to today. And Ken Burns told of the
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story inreal |ife and the horrors that you al
had to face and the difficulties that you all had
to come hone with.

And it broke ny heart to think about
the fact that this country and the people of this
country in so nany ways m streated you and your
fellow sol diers

So | take upon nyself, and | think
from what you' ve heard in this chanber here
today, we take it upon ourselves as a governnment
and as individuals and as | eaders throughout this
state to recogni ze you, particularly those that
served in the Vietnam War. And know that this
country is grateful for your service. Know that
my generation recogni zes the sacrifices that you
have made and continue to make. And know t hat we
recogni ze and honor those that never made it
hone.

Thank you for your courage, for your
bravery, for your service to this country and to
all of us. My God bl ess each and every one of
you.

Thank you, M. President. | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
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you, Senator Kennedy.

Senator Mattera on the resol ution.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you. Thank
you, M. President.

First of all, 1'd like to comend
Senat or Harckham and our Senator Brooks, because
| know what kind of heart you have and what
you' ve -- you know, what you have done.

You know, Vietnam Veterans Day is
just so, so inportant -- and you know what, |
want to face everybody here -- that you protected
us all fromharm s way.

You know, one thing |I'm proud of,
that I belong to "Heroes 4 Qur Heroes." Back in
Sm t ht owmn we have Donato Pani co, and what we do
is we give neals -- we give neals to our veterans
but especially our Vietnamvets, in other words
t hat need, they need our help. They were there
for us, and we need to show how grateful we are
for what all has been done.

Me being a | abor | eader with the
Pl unbers Uni on, we have our Helnmets to Hardhats
program so when our veterans cone hone, you
know, they have a place if they want to go into

the trades. W have the red carpet, | amso

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1741

proud of that, and -- when they conme in, and they
come in and we make sure that we go -- and they
want to get into the Plunbers Union or any of the
other trades, with builder trades. And it's been
S0, SO inportant to ne.

You know when | was grow ng up, ny
parents -- and I'mvery proud of this -- we would
wat ch t he news, you know, after dinner, and ny
parents made sure that we sat and we watched the
news. And back when | was younger, you know, |
was |ike, Ww, we're watching -- and we woul d
wat ch the news about Vietnamand all the soldiers
that were over there and doing it.

And ny parents would sit there and
t hey woul d educate us to see how inportant this
was, that in other words our soldiers are over
there fighting for our freedons. And, you know,
| was just so proud of that. And that was al nost
every night that we would do that. And, you
know, it just nmade nme -- nade nme what | amtoday
about what it is about our soldiers.

You know, history is so inportant,
that we teach history in our schools. And |
think that we need to nake sure, as elected

officials, we all nmake sure that history is being
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taught in our schools. And | really, really fee
that we got away fromthat in a |ot of ways. And
one thing as an elected official, |I am making
sure that that is happening, that we speak about
what happened, and you know what, and that we're
proud of what happened and we're proud that our
sol diers protected us.

You know one thing about everybody
that's a Vietnamvet, | know what's happeni ng
with Ukraine right now, and | know everybody up
there would go sign up tonorrow norning or today,
ri ght now today, you would sign up to go fight
for our country. And you know what? 1'd be
right there with you. And | am so proud to say
t hat today, because -- | know you're shaki ng your
head because that is so true. And that's what
Anerica is about. And you are Anmericans.

And | amsaying this today: Thank
you. God bless all our Vietnamveterans. God
bless all that are serving right now. And
especially God bless the United States of
Aneri ca.

Thank you so much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank

you, Senator Mattera.
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Senator Ortt on the resolution.

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to add my voice to thank
Senat or Harckham for bringing forward this
resol uti on today.

| want to thank ny col | eague Senator
Brooks, who | had the privilege to serve
al ongside on the Veterans Committee for a couple
of years there. Senator Brooks was al ways a
gentl eman. He always ensured that there was --
not even bipartisanship, it was nonparti sanship.
It was really about veterans, veterans issues.
It was a great conmunity to be a part of, and I
want to thank himon for his |eadership on that.

But that's not an accident. It's
because he did wear the uniform And he served
at a time when wearing the uniformwas a partisan
issue. And that's really what we're tal king
about here today, because that's unique. And it
shoul d never be, but yet it becane that way at a
very dark time in our country's history.

And it was a dark time across the
board. There are nmany things that we can | ook

back on in that period and we can probably agree
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that that was not -- that was at the hei ght of
Ameri can history.

But | want to thank Senator Brooks
for his service both then and now, and I want to
t hank himfor his words.

| want to thank our Vietnam veterans
that are up there today, because you represent so
many ot her Vi et nam veterans who coul d not be here
today. You represent so nmany other Vi etnam
vet erans who actually never canme back hone, as
wel | as the ones who canme back hone -- because
every veteran believes in their bones that the
real heroes were the ones who never made it back,
t he ones whose nanes are inscribed on that black
wal I in Washi ngton, D.C

But it's sort of fitting, naybe,
that we're here today just a few days after we
had West Point Day, where we had cadets from
West Point who were here. | know all of you I'm
sure were struck by the age of those cadets and
how young they | ooked. And rmaybe it was a
rem nder how ol der we were getting too, but
that's a different story.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR ORTT: But you all know how
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young they were. And to think that maybe a year
fromtoday, nmaybe a few nonths fromtoday, those
young nen and worren could be in conbat.

And that was the age of these nen
and our Vietnamveterans. And how we al ways
think of -- you know, | always think of World War
Il veterans or Vietnam veterans, and you think of
them as veterans, right, you think of them as
ol der people. But | can prom se you, when they
were getting dropped into hot LZs in Vietnam
when they were engaging with the Viet Cong or the
North Vi et namese arny, they were every bit the
kids that we saw in this chanber |ast week.

And we tend to think of the
Vietnam War -- and this is unfortunate, in ny
view, but we tend to think of the Vietnam War as
a war that we lost. And naybe politically that's
true, maybe politically we | ost that war. But
mlitarily, make no m stake, every single
engagenment with the eneny between United States
forces and eneny forces, the North Vietnanese
armnmy, every single engagenent, we won. The nen
up there and all the Vietnamveterans across this
country, they won. They did their job

mlitarily. They won all those engagenents.
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They brought honor to the United States and their
job. It was -- it was us who brought dishonor
when t hey returned.

But I want to just sort of close on
a perspective -- so when | cane back honme from
Af ghani stan, there was people at the airport.
There were parades in your hometown. There were
all kinds of programs. You know, you go to the
Hone Depot and there's discount programs, there's
Thank a Vet program at your county clerk's
office. There's license plates that we authorize
for different conflicts to recogni ze your
servi ce.

| was at a Buffal o Sabres gane the
ot her night, and they recognized a veteran in the
crowd -- 18,000 people stood up and appl auded
t hat veteran for his service.

That's all because of the Vietnam
veterans. There is no way all those things are
happeni ng today but for this generation, who
deci ded that they were never going to let that
happen to anot her generation of Anerican fighting
men and wonen.

There's all kinds of prograns today.

Think about it -- and all of you have dealt with
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this. Wrld War Il veterans, when they cane
back, they were just, you know, happy to get back
alive. They didn't ask for the nedals or this or
that, they just went back to work

But it's the Vietnam veterans who
make sure that today, when soldiers return, they
get the nedals they're owed. They're the ones
who nmeke sure the VA is a |ot better about
nmedi cal services and treating veterans. They
have col l ectively nade us appreciate the Anerican
men and fighting wonen, because we didn't
appreciate it when they came back hone. And
t hey' ve nade sure that that will never happen
again, not on their watch.

Wen | go to a funeral of a veteran
fromlraq or Afghanistan, it was always Vi et nam
vet erans who were out holding the flags on the
roadway. It was the Vietnam veterans who
escorted that fallen soldier to their final
resting place. See, they have nade a decision, a
consci ous decision, that this nation was better
t han what we gave them when they canme back

And | think it's awesone that we are
here today, that you get to be here today to

see -- it took a lot of tine. But we can neke --
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as a country, as a state, as a comunity, we can
make the decision that, you know what, we were
wong then. And | know -- | know people who were
there at that time who didn't serve, who
protested, who were part of the dishonor and

di srespect shown, and they will tell me today:
You know what ? That was wong. That was w ong.

| think that speaks also to who we
are as a country, that we can overcone those dark
nonents, that we can -- we can reconcile that and
apol ogi ze, and we can make good that which we
screwed up.

So | want to thank all of you for
bei ng here today. | want to thank you for never
forgetting that even after you took that uniform
of f, you never forgot your oath to this country,
you never forgot your oath to the nmen and wonen,
your brothers and sisters in arns, whether they
never came home or they did conme hone.

And, you know, it's a unique -- |
also want to -- | should nention the Vietnam
Veterans -- certainly organizations out there --
Vi et nam Vet erans Chapter 77 back hone in Western
New York, where | represent.

But it is a unique -- when this
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generation is gone, it's going to be up to us to
rem nd future generations that that happened and
that it can't happen again, that we recogni ze and
honor our veterans not because they're rock
stars, but because they choose to raise their
hand and serve their country even at risk of
their life. And that should al ways, regardl ess
of how you feel about the political decision to
go to war, any war, the service and sacrifice
shoul d al ways be honored and respected.

So to all of you, | say thank you
for your service, welcone hone, and God bl ess
you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Ott.

Majority Leader Andrea
St ewart - Cousins to cl ose.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so much, M. President.

And | just want to add my voice to
t he chorus of voices that (A) thank Senator
Har ckham for naking sure that this resolution
happened.

Thank you, Senator Brooks, for being

out standing as chair of our commttee and for the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1750

service that you continue to render on behal f of
veterans throughout this state.

And again, thank you to Leader Ott,
because you too are a veteran and you spend a | ot
of time tal king about others. And, you know,
soneti mes people don't, you know, put the
spotlight on thenselves, so | get that.

And to all who have had the honor
and the privilege to wear a uniformin service of

this great nation

As | listened to people talk -- you
know, | get to date nyself because | renenber the
Vi etnam War. You know, | stand up and | talk

about ny dad, who was a Wrld War Il veteran,
Purple Heart, Bronze Star, anmazing nan. And at
that time he served in a segregated arnmy. And
when he cane honme, it wasn't all sunshine for
him The @ bills didn't apply to black
soldiers. And so the benefits that happened for
so many didn't happen for ny famly and ny dad.
But that didn't stop mnmy brother, who
when it cane to serve in Vietnam to don the
uni formof the Marines and go to Vietnam And |
remenber that he wasn't ol d enough to vote then,

because the voting age was 21 and Bobby was 18.
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But he went. And he thought it was a duty and a
privil ege.

And he wasn't the only one that |eft
our housing project to go. A lot of his friends
didn't come back. He didn't know why he was
there, but he knew it was in service of the
country.

And ny brother, he said he heard on
the plane -- he heard God speak to him He said:
Do not fear, you will not die here. And every
day when he went out, he sonehow knew he woul dn't
di e, although death was all around him

But he canme back. And unlike what
happened to ny dad, who had to go back to his
segregated life with few opportunities, ny
brot her came back and experi enced what you
experienced -- a different kind of segregation.
The kind that said that you were in this
unpopul ar place doing this unpopular thing, and
therefore you' re not worthy.

And it was the camaraderie and the
respect that you had one for another, and for the
val or that you had, that rallied around each
other and built each other up in every way you

coul d.
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And as we matured in our
understanding that things aren't always this way
or that way, and as we nmatured in our
under st andi ng of our rights and, yes, letting
18-year-ol ds vote so that they could have a
say -- and allowi ng for the power of your exanple
to seep into our collective psyche -- because of
that we stand here in this chanber, in chanbers
across the nation, on this day to say thank you.

Thank you for teaching us better.
Thank you for showi ng us better. Thank you for
representing all those who did not conme back.
Thank you for not allowing their nmenory to be
|l ost. And thank you for nmaking us prom se that
that injustice will never happen agai n.

God bl ess you for being here and
graci ng our chanber. God bless you for your
service. And please understand that your exanple
will never be forgotten. And if we get it right,
if we get it right, this will never, ever
happen -- but, even better, we will never have to
go to senseless war. Thank you so very much

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank

you, Leader Stewart- Cousins.
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So our distingui shed and honored
guests, | welconme you on behalf of the Senate.

We extend to you the privileges and courtesies of
this house. Thank you for your perseverance,
your courage, your bravery, your service then and
now.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Prol onged standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resol uti on was previously adopted on March 1st.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

And t hanks once again to our
di stingui shed guests.

Let's nove on now to previously
adopt ed Resol ution 2042, by Senator Kennedy, read
that resolution's title, and recognize
Senat or Kennedy.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2042, by Senator Kennedy, nenorializing Governor
Kat hy Hochul to proclaimMrch 2022 as

Bl eedi ng Di sorders Awareness Month in the State
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of New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Kennedy on the resol ution.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you very
much, M. President.

| rise to recognize March 2022 as

Bl eedi ng Di sorders Awareness Month in New York

St at e.

Bl eedi ng di sorders affect hundreds
of thousands of people here in New York -- one in
100 New Yorkers -- and include a variety of

genetic conditions, including henophilia, Von
W | ebrand di sease, sickle cell anem a, and
pl at el et di sorders.

As recently as the 1960s, there was
no treatnment for people with bl eeding disorders.
Those with serious synptons such as prol onged
bl eedi ng, debilitating joint and nmuscl e danage
and organ failure, often had a |life expectancy of
only 40 years.

Fast forward to today, and there's
far nore hope. Wth the right treatnment, people
di agnosed with bl eedi ng di sorders are | eading
full, productive lives. Part of that is due to

t he advances i n nedici ne and research that have
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prof oundl y i npacted what we know about these
di sorders and how we treat them

And the other part is credited to
early diagnosis, proper care, and ensuring
patients have access to the nedication and
services that they need to survive.

By recogni zi ng March as Bl eedi ng
Di sorders Awar eness Month, New York is aligning
wi th the observance of National Bl eeding
Di sorders Awar eness Month and fostering public
awar eness and under st andi ng of these disorders,
wi th the hope of educating New Yorkers about the
synptoms and encouragi ng early detection and
treat nent.

The Nati onal Henophilia Foundation
i S encouragi ng our greater conmunity and our
state and other states across the nation to start
the conversation this nmonth. And that's exactly
what we're doing here today, M. President. |
encourage our colleagues to join nme in bringing
attention to these disorders, with the hope that
we can provide resources and start a conversation
that could potentially save lives.

Wth that, M. President, | vote

aye. Thank you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Kennedy.

The resol ution was previously
adopted on March 15t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: And now let's
take up Resolution 2169, by Senator Mayer, read
that resolution's title, and recognize
Senat or Mayer.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2169, by Senator Mayer, nenorializing the death
of Beverly L. Quderkirk, renowned nenber of the
New York State Board of Regents, distinguished
citizen, and devoted nenber of her comrunity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Mayer on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

M. President.

It's truly nmy honor to speak on
behal f of this resolution nmourning the death of
Beverly Quderkirk. Beverly Quderkirk was a
di stingui shed nenber of the Board of Regents.
She had been appointed on April 1, 2015. She
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passed away | ast week at the age of 82.

Beverly Quderkirk had an
extraordinary career -- 50 years in public
education -- and through it all, an incredible
commtment to the people not only of her
community but all the students of New York. In
t he Regents she proudly represented the
11 counties conprising the major geographic
portion of the North Country.

But | would say, having net with her
and worked with her, that her commitnment was to
students everywhere. It didn't matter whether
you were from Ogdensburg or you were from
Br ookl yn; she understood the role of public
education, and she was extraordinarily commtted
toit.

She served as an educator for
17 years, working her way up through severa
school districts, ultimately to becom ng deputy
superintendent in the Gouverneur Central School
District. And then she kept going and becane
ultimately a BOCES district superintendent at
Cenesee Valley in Western New York

After she acconplished all that over

a period of 17 years, working -- seriously --
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every step of the way up the | adder, she retired.
But she didn't retire. She then took on
additional roles as an interimsuperintendent.
And she had really a job that | think is pretty
extraordi nary, we never give it credit: She was
t he shared superintendent of the St. Regis Falls
and Brushton-Mira Central School Districts, a
first in New York State.

And for those of us in governnment
and politics, to be a superintendent, a shared
superintendent of two districts, | can't think of
a nore challenging thing -- which she did
extraordinarily well.

She al so was very active in her
community on top of all this. She was a nenber
of the Morristown Village Board, the Mrristown
Chanber of Conmerce, the Morristown Public
Li brary Board, the festival planning commttee.
She had three very successful adult sons, a
foster nother to a child with disabilities, a
host parent to two AFS forei gn exchange students,
a grandnot her to six unique grandchildren, one of
whom is hard of hearing.

She was both individually and

collectively a force for the power of public
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educati on.

| had the distinct honor of working
with her as she was cochair of the State A d
Subconmi ttee on the Board of Regents. She cane
to roundtabl es throughout the state as we tried
to determine how to address the failure to fully
fund Foundation Aid prior to the pandem c. And
up to the date of her death, she was still
fighting for public education, for public
students, for equality of opportunity, for seeing
education through the I ens of equity, and for
ensuring that New York lived up to its nodel of a
top place for public education.

W nmourn her death. W nourn her
passi on and her conmitnment. And we honor her by
this resol ution.

So I"'mvery proud that | could bring
this resolution to the floor. | look forward to
presenting it to her famly.

Thank you, M. President. | proudly
vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Mayer.

The question is on the resolution.

Al those in favor signify by saying aye.
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(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At the request
of the various sponsors, the resolutions we took
up today are open for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: These
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor of the
resol utions, please notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
there's a report of the Finance Commttee at the
desk. Please take that up

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the
following bill:

Senate Print 8002, Senate Budget

Bill, an act naking appropriations for the |egal
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requi renents of the state debt service.

The bill reports direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Finance Conmttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the report of the Finance
Comm ttee, signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
report of the Finance Commttee is adopted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine
let's take up the cal endar, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
248, Senate Print 1826A, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the State Fi nance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
336, Senate Print 5280, by Senator Parker, an act
to anend the Adm nistrative Code of the Cty of
New Yor k.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
355, Senate Print 2972, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend Chapter 668 of the Laws of 1977.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
356, Senate Print 2973, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend Chapter 606 of the Laws of 2006.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
409, Senate Print 7501, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello to explain his vote

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
M. President.

| rise to support this bill today,
| argel y because | have a sonewhat persona
experience with the rabies vaccine issue.

A few years ago | traveled to a
conference in the country of Panama, and ny w fe

came along with ne. And as part of the trip we
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took a tour of the Panana Canal by boat, a very
smal| boat. The boat went up to sonmething called
Monkey | sl and, where we could see nonkeys novi ng
about the trees.

However, one of those wild nonkeys
actually junped onto the boat and started running
around the boat. And ny wi fe decided that she
wanted to try to pet the nonkey, which turned out
to be a really bad idea, because the nonkey sunk
her teeth into her hand. It was a pretty big
wound, bled profusely. M wife, to her credit,
wanted to continue the tour despite the fact that
she was bl eeding profusely. But we turned the
boat around and went back to the nainl and.

Long story short, we went to a
hospital in the nega-opolis of Panama City. |
was a little concerned, but I will say the
heal thcare in Panana is actually quite good.

They took very good care of ny wife. They
actually called in a plastic surgeon to stitch
her up.

And | said to the doctor, "Well,
this must happen all the time, right?" And the
answer was "No, actually |I've never seen this

before. 1've never seen anybody get bit by a
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nonkey. "

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BORRELLO So |l ong story
short, they did stitch ny wife up, gave her sone
antibiotics and really said -- we didn't get an
opi ni on on whet her or not she should have a
rabi es shot.

So on the flight home, we decided it
woul d be good for her to actually get the rabies
vacci ne. Because rabies is incurable and deadly.
You will die of a very painful neurol ogical
di sorder. And there's no way to know i n any case
if the animal actually has rabies unless they
actual ly have that animal and can dissect its
brain. W found all this out as a result of this
si tuation.

So thank goodness our county health
department was on the ball. They did a fantastic
job. But the rabies vaccine is a multiple
injection and very, very expensive. It doesn't
happen often, as | found out, but it does happen.
And it is serious.

So | think it's inmportant that
i nsurance conpani es do step up and pay for this

vaccine. | do think it is inportant that people
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feel that despite the fact that this m ght be
sonmething they're unsure of, it is very inportant
that you do, should you ever be exposed to the
rabi es virus.

And as ny wife found out, it is
certainly a interesting experience, as she had
several injections, to add a little bit of insult
to injury with her nonkey bite.

So | | augh about it now,

M. President, because everything was fine and ny
wife handled it |like the trooper that she is.
But an interesting experience.

And | want to thank Senator Hi nchey,
who | gave video evidence of to prove that | am
not exaggerating nmy story here. | did put the
camera down after she got bit, | want to be clear
about that, so | could help ny wfe.

But M. President, | proudly vote
aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
476, Senate Print 4703A, by Senator Kaplan, an
act requiring the Comm ssioner of Taxation and
Fi nance to conduct a study on how successf ul
property tax grievances have been over the prior
t hree years throughout the state.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 476, voting in the negative:
Senat or Akshar.

Ayes, 62. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
481, Senate Print 7549, by Senator Gaughran, an
act authorizing St. Mark Coptic Church Center to

retroactively apply for a real property tax
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exenption for certain property.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunber 481, those Senators voting in the

negati ve are Senators Akshar and O Mar a.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
554, Senate Print 1025, by Senator Ranpbs, an act
to amend the Labor Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
559, Senate Print 7429, by Senat or Gounardes, an
act directing the Comm ssioner of Labor to
conduct a conprehensive study on inm grant and
refugee participation in adult education.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 559, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Gallivan
Giffo, Helmng, Lanza, Martucci, Oberacker,
O Mara, Ott, Rath, Ritchie, Serino and Tedi sco.
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Al so Senator Stec. Also Senator Jordan

Ayes, 47. Nays, 16.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
617, Senate Print 5025A, by Senator Serrano, an
act creating a legislative task force on outdoor
envi ronnment al educati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 617, voting in the negative:
Senat or Akshar.

Ayes, 62. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the

readi ng of today's cal endar.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Let us take up
t he suppl enental cal endar now, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a substitution at the desk

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Fi nance, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 9002 and substitute
it for the identical Senate Bill 8002, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 741.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
741, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 9002, Assenbly Budget
Bill, an act naking appropriations for the |egal
requi renents of the state debt service.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's suppl enental cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's take up
t he controversial cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
741, Assenbly Print Nunber 9002, Assenbly Budget
Bill, an act naking appropriations for the |egal
requi renents of the state debt service.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
O Mar a.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
M. President. [|f Senator Krueger would yield
for sone questions on this bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Wil
Senat or Krueger yield for some questions?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Wth pl easure,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you, Senator
Krueger.

This bill before us deals with the
debt service and the fulfillnment of our
obligations to our creditors going forward and
maki ng paynents.

However, it also has new debt in it

t hat has not been appropriated yet by this
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Legislature and is assunmed to be conming forth in

subsequent budget bills not before us or even in

print yet.

Can you tell us how we have -- you
have estinmated the increasing of the debt -- or
new debt comng forth of about $9.3 billion?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
M. President.

My coll eague is correct. W think
there's potential for up to 9.3 billion in
additional debt. And we are building into this
bill, because it is the debt service bill and we
want to nmake sure that we get it done on tine so
that we show our creditors that we make good on
what we owe and that there's no | apse.

And the truth is if we support in
this bill debt that we don't take on, not to
worry. W won't have to pay it.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Can you explain to
us how the Majority came up with the 9.3 billion
in projected bonds to be issued in the next
fiscal year?

SENATOR KRUEGER: W' ve accept ed
t he Executive's proposal, which would be 9.3
billion, pending final negotiations with the two

houses as to whether that is the ultinmte nunber

or not.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, will Senator Krueger continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or Krueger
why do we not pass this bill today conmitting to
our obligations to make the paynents on current
debt, and then conme back and anmend it after the
budget for whatever new noney we actually
appropriate in the budget?

SENATOR KRUEGER: ' m not sure that
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there's a | egal answer that we woul dn't have t hat
option. | think it's just becone the nodel of
this Legislature every year to pass the debt
limt bill first, nake sure we get that under our
belts, even if we're not a hundred percent sure
we're going to be on tinme with the full budget.

And then, again, if we've put
something in here that we don't ever go to narket
and bond, then we don't owe it and we avoid the
future problem of needing to conme back and amend.

But | don't know if there's a | egal
reason why we don't do amendnments to budget
bills.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Wul d you agree,
Senat or Krueger, that it's certainly not unusual
for this body to cone back and do chapter

anendnents on bills that have been passed even
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before bills are signed by the Governor?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, we do
chapter amendnments even -- well, even before
bills are passed {sic} by the Governor? That |I'm
not sure --

SENATCR O MARA: -- done it |ast
year, as a matter of fact.

SENATOR KRUEGER: But |I'm not sure
there's that much of a pattern of doing that on
budget bills thensel ves.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: But you woul d
agree that chapter amendnments on pieces of
| egi sl ation other than budget bills is common
practice?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Absol utely. W
make m stakes, things change all the tinme. And

the great thing about denocracy is that there is
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an ability to cone back to the floor of both
houses, conme to new agreenents, and have new
bills passed and si gned.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if Senator Krueger will continue
to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Last year
Senat or Krueger, the state nade some significant
prepaynents on bonding -- on bonds that were
outstanding. Wsat in this debt service bill this
year is there in regards to any prepaynents of
bonds that are outstandi ng?

SENATOR KRUEGER: (Reading.) The
financial plan increases prepaynents of debt by
1.5 billion in fiscal year '22, to a total of
2.9 billion. These paynents will reduce debt
service costs in fiscal years 2026 and | ater.
Five hundred mllion reduced service costs in
'26, one billion reduced service costs in '27.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
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M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or Krueger
this debt service bill that is anticipating
9.3 billion in new bondi ng, bond issuance, what
does this -- at that level of 9.3 billion, what
will that increase our outstanding state debt to?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So our
out standi ng debt currently is 62.9 billion. And
the 9.1 -- or three billion, sorry, would bring
us up to 69.3 billion.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if Senator Krueger will continue
to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or Krueger
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that -- those figures account for about a
6.4 billion increase in the debt to New Yorkers.
That's in excess of a 10 percent increase in
debt. How can this Majority -- how does it fee
appropriate to be increasing our debt by
10 percent at this time, particularly in Iight of
the fact that we have billions and billions of
dol lars of federal COVID relief funds and
billions and billions of dollars of surplus
revenues that have conme into the state coffers
t hroughout this fiscal year.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,
M. President, | think some of this is an
i deol ogi cal discussion, and that's healthy.

| think that the Governor and ny
col | eagues on the Denocratic side believe that
there is a reason for debt. Wen you need to
invest in long-terminfrastructure capital costs,
you go to the bond market and you borrow. But
you pay it back, which is really the underlying
theme of this bill, the guarantee that we wl|
continue to nake our debt paynents.

The good news is we have been
continuing to nake our debt paynments, good years

and bad years, and we have a bond market that,
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guot e, unquote, rewards us with pretty high
grades, allowing us to borrow at fairly | ow

| evel s conpared to nost other places in this
country, because they recognize that we don't
borrow beyond our neans, we are able to repay it.

And the truth is that the future of
our state is far nore dependent on whet her we've
got the infrastructure in place, the capital
undergirding, so to speak, of our econony, to
make sure that we can continue and nove forward.

So perhaps we would all |ove to be
able to never be in debt, but | actually think
that's very uncommon for anyone either as
individuals, and it's certainly unheard-of in
gover nnent .

And in the real mof the amount of
debt we're talking on and our ability to repay it
and the interest rates we are able to borrow
noney at, |'mvery, very confident that New York
State can in fact absorb this debt, continue to
make its paynents and, nost inportantly, purchase
the capital and infrastructure itens that we need
to, to continue to be the great State of
New Yor k.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
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Senat or .

M. President, through you, if
Senat or Krueger will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or Krueger
of the -- assuming this bill is going to pass,
which I"'msure it's going to, the anount of
out st andi ng debt and bonds owed by the State of
New York will be approxinmately 69.3 billion. How
much of that 69.3 billion has actually been
approved by the voters? | nean to the voters of
New York State with a bond resolution on the
bal | ot .

(Pause.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: So out st andi ng,
of our obligated debt, $2.2 billion was through
bonds that went to the voters for a vote. |
don't know whi ch bonds at this nonent.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: So by ny
cal culation, that's somewhere around 2 percent of
al | outstandi ng debt owed by New York State.
Only 2 percent of that has actually been approved
by the voters of New York State.

SENATOR KRUEGER: As i ndivi dual
bond acts that went to the voters. Yes, | think
we agree with you.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if Senator Krueger will continue
to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or Krueger
of the anticipated $9.3 billion we nmentioned,
which is anticipated new debt bei ng approved to

be paid in this bill, of which will be
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appropriated in forthcom ng budget bills, how
much of that is anticipated to be approved by the
voters of New York State?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Bet ween 4 and
6 billion.

W have a G een Bond Act for
4 billion in the Governor's budget, which the
Senat e has proposed becone a $6 billion bond act.
| believe that's the only bond act going before
the public planned in this budget.

SENATOR O MARA: Ckay, thank you
Senat or Krueger.

Through you, M. President, if
Senat or Krueger would continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, of this
9.3 billion of new debt to be incurred -- other
t han the environnmental bond act, whether that's
4 to 6 billion where that ends up -- how nuch of
this new debt is going to pay our debt to the

federal government on the Unenpl oynment | nsurance
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Fund?

SENATOR KRUEGER: That doesn't go
t hrough the state General Fund, so that woul dn't
be included in this. The Unenploynent Fund is a
separate fund. It is not CGeneral Fund noney and
does not go through the budget the way we talk
about ot her funds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Through you, M. President, if
Senat or Krueger woul d yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: So then the tota
antici pated debt of the state of 69.3 billion
does not include the 9-plus billion we owe the
federal government for unenpl oynment insurance.

SENATOR KRUEGER: That's correct.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or Krueger
can you explain to us how that in excess of
$9 billion in unenpl oynent insurance debt owed to
t he federal government, how New York will pay for
that or how they're obligated to pay for that?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President. It's a repaynent to the federal
government on a | oan on our unenpl oynent, because
in bad econom c tinmes when we draw down nore in
unenpl oyment we sonetines find oursel ves maxi ng
out the funds that are in that account.

And happily, the federal governnent
has set up a system where you can, any state, go
to the federal governnent and take a | oan to nake
sure that you can nmake good on your unenpl oyment
benefit paynents.

Then in good tines you' re expected
to be able to repay those | oans over tine. And
this is a systemthat has been set up for decades
and decades and decades and is really an
arrangenent between enpl oyers and enpl oyees where

the state is basically a centralized m ddl enan,
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so to speak, in the process. But it's actually
not state funds, and it's the federal governnent
| oani ng to our unenploynent fund with the
expectation that businesses will repay.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Through you, M. President, if the
Senat or woul d continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: So it's the
position of this Majority that the 9-plus billion
owed to the federal governnment for unenpl oynent
i nsurance will be paid back on the backs of
busi nesses who enpl oy workers in New York State
via increased workers' conpensation rates?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | don't think
it's the position of this conference. It's
federal law and state |aw that has been in effect
for -- since the -- for decades, if not soon
after the Great Depression of the '30s,
believe. | don't know exactly when unenpl oynent

started.
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But it is a-- literally an
arrangenment set up in federal law, and all states
follow the federal law. And all states find
t hensel ves in sonme variation on this storyline
dependi ng on whet her we're com ng out of a bad
econoni ¢ period or a better econom c peri od.

And t hank goodness we have this
program so that in tougher tines, as everyone
knows our economny goes through, we have an
ability to make sure that workers are left with
not nothing, but sonme reasonabl e benefit rate to
help tide themover until they can find
enpl oynment agai n.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Through you, M. President, if the
sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: "' m awar e,

Senat or Krueger, and you nay be as well -- it's
certainly been reported that nany states are

utilizing their federal COVID relief funds to pay
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down t heir unenploynment insurance debts that were
brought about because of the COVI D pandeni c.

s there anything -- well, there's
nothing in this debt service bill to do that.
But is there anything anticipated in the budget
bills to be comng forward that's going to
utilize any of the COVID relief funds or our
surplus funds to help New York State businesses
by payi ng down this Unenpl oynent |nsurance Fund?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So,

M. President, ny understanding is that that is
still an open discussion in three-way
negoti ations continuing to take pl ace.

But even if we're not, | just want
to rem nd everyone, there's not a deadline on
when we have to pay back the federal governnent.
And that this is the nodel that the programis
set up to deal with. So I don't think anybody
shoul d get too nervous about the problem of our
havi ng out st andi ng debt in repaying the federal
government from U B

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

Senat or Krueger.

And M. President, on the bill for a

nmonment, pl ease.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
O Mara on the bill.

SENATCR O MARA: You know, |'m
concerned with the process here and the timng of
this bill. And certainly we want to ensure to
our creditors that we're going to pay on our
obl i gations of the bonds that are outstanding.

That's not necessarily due until
m dni ght this Thursday, a couple of days away.
And perhaps by then, nore of the budget could
have been agreed to or maybe actually be put in
print for us to | ook at and be considering what's
going to be forthcom ng on the spending,
particularly the new part of this spending, a
10. 2 percent increase in the anmount of debt
that's going to owed by New Yorkers that we
shoul d know at the tine we're voting on this bil
what that specific amount is going to be, what
it'"s going to be for, in determning -- and then
have a bill that includes all of that and not a
bi g pi ece of guesswork on what nay or nmay not be
in the budget forthcom ng.

Certainly |I'mencouraged that of the
9.3 billion in proposed increase debt, 4 to

6 billion of that will go to the ballot for voter
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approval. It's a far greater percentage of debt
than is currently approved by the voters of

New York, of only 2 percent of our outstanding
debt .

So | believe at this point, at this
stage of our budget process, we should not be
bringing this bill up at this point. And that at
a mninmum the bill should not include
antici pated new debt that hasn't even been put on
budget bills yet, and that that could easily be
added through a chapter anendnent after we pass
t he budget.

So for that reason, 1'Il be voting
no on this bill and | encourage other nenbers to
join me in that.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator O Mara

Are there any ot her Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Akshar to explain his vote.

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President,

t hank you.

Today really we start what can be
descri bed as a | ong and arduous process of
passi hg an on-tine budget.

And for me, | arrived here in 2016.

The budget that that particul ar year was adopted

was $148 billion. |If you look this year, in
2022, as proposed by the Governor it's

$216 billion. That's an increase in the |last six
years of $68 billion. The last two years al one,

t his budget has increased by a staggering
23 percent.

| would ask all of us in this house,
have you net a constituent in your district whose
i ncome has grown by 28 percent, their household
income? Certainly not in mne. New Yorkers
continue to struggle.

And | align nyself wth sonething

Senator O Mara sai d. | in fact believe that we
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shoul d pay our debt. W owe peopl e noney, we
in fact should pay them But the reality is in
this particular debt service bill there is an
additional $9.3 billion in projected spending,
and frankly we have no idea what that noney is
going to be spent on.

Now, |'msure there will be sone
debate about do we have a surplus, do we not have
a surplus. |If there is one, have we al ready
spent it, as proposed by the Executive.

The reality is is that the state's
receipts are $22 billion over the enacted
projections. So rather than bond for an
additional $9.3 billion, it is nmy suggestion that
we use sone of that surplus noney rather than
continuing to borrow

| agree whol eheartedly with the

sponsor, with sonething that she said. She

said -- she referred to the state, the great
State of New York. | agree, it is in fact a
great state. |'mproud to live here, |I'm proud

to represent the people back in Senate
District 52.
But the reality is is that many

New Yorkers, not only in nmy Senate district but
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t hroughout this great State of New York, are

qgui ckly referring to the State of New York as the
"unaf fordable State of New York." And reckless
borrowing like that is contributing to that.

M. President, | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Akshar to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Krueger to explain her vote.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,

M. President.

You know, we were having a nice
di scussion, and | think it's really about
| egiti mate concerns about what order we do our
budget bills in. And | would agree, it would be
better if we knew all the answers and had all the
bills ready to go on one day. But we don't. And
| al so have lived through many years here where
we' ve been here as late as August still trying to
get budgets done.

So I've learned to live with the
doabl e, not the inpossible. And what | do know
about this bill, this is the bill that assures
peopl e who we have borrowed noney fromthat we
are going to pay our bills. And | frankly don't

under st and anyone who does vote no against this,
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because that nmeans you have to go hone and tel
people, | voted for us not to pay our debts.

So you can agree or disagree that
the State of New York spends too much noney, not
enough noney, has borrowed too much, hasn't
borrowed enough, that no one |listens to you. But
at the end of the day, do we really want to go
home and say, W borrowed noney but now we've
deci ded to vote down the |egislation that
guarantees that the State of New York continues
to make good on the prom ses we have nade?

Because when we're not payi ng our
bondhol ders, that really neans we're not paying
our own constituents, who actually are the
bondhol ders. So | truly don't understand, even
if we want to disagree on every dollar that's in
t he budget com ng up, how we woul d vot e agai nst
our obligation to nake the paynments on the noney
we have al ready borrowed and spent.

So pl ease, everyone, think about
t hat when you make your vote. | certainly
urge a yes vote

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

Krueger to be recorded in the affirmative.
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Senat or Lanza to explain his vote.

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, to
explain ny vote.

"' mgoing to hel p peopl e understand
what's happening here. It's one thing to vote on
a debt bill to satisfy past debt obligations.
It's another thing to vote on a debt -- so-called
debt bill that incurs new debt and puts that on
t he backs of the taxpayers of the State of
New Yor k.

And t hat woul d be bad enough, to
say, Well, now given the tines that we are seeing
here and the difficulties that our
constituents are facing, that we're going to take
on new debt for new spendi ng when we haven't paid
off our old debt. But this even goes one step
further in a ridiculous fashion. W're saying
we're going to borrow -- we're going to make the
t axpayers of the State of New York borrow between
4 and 9 billion dollars in additional borrow ng,
and we don't even know what it's going to spent
on. And they don't even know what it's going to
be spent on.

And, M. President, in good

conscience | can't vote in favor of |egislation
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that creates between 4 and 9 billion dollars of
new debt that the taxpayers will have to shoul der
over the next 10, 20, 30 years, when we don't
even know what it's going to be spent on. That
woul d be irresponsible, as far as |I'm concerned,
and that's why 1'I|l be voting in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Lanza to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Stec to explain his vote.

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,
M. President, to explain my vote.

|"d like to go one step farther than
nmy col |l eague and say in addition to having up to
$9 billion that hasn't been identified yet being
t aken on and aut horized as new debt here, and the
wi sdom on that, but certainly the |ack of
transparency of what exactly that noney is going
to be borrowed for -- that is supposed to be
approved by the voters of the State of New York

And on debate today we asked, out of
the $69 billion, less than 10 percent of that has
been or will be actually voter-approved. The
Constitution requires that debt taken on by the
State of New York be voter-approved, and al nost

none of it is in this budget.
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For that reason and other reasons,
"1l be voting against this bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Stec to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 741, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle,
Gllivan, Giffo, Hel mng, Jordan, Lanza,
Martucci, Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rath, Ritchie, Serino, Stec, Tedisco and
Vi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to adjourn
until tonorrow, Wdnesday, March 30th, at
3:00 p.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On
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notion, the Senate stands adjourned until

Wednesday,

5:12 p.m)

March 30th, at 3:00 p. m

(Wher eupon, the Senate adjourned at
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