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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: West  Poi nt
Chapl ai n Captain Raynond Akeriwe will give the
i nvocati on.

CHAPLAI N AKERI VE: Let us pray.

Al m ghty God, here we stand before
You in this august Senate. W ask Your bl essing
on our nation, on our |eaders, and especially
t hose gat hered here today.

Bl ess this chanber and all who work
here. Inbue in it Your spirit's presence,
enlighten the hearts of our Senators, and grant
t hem wi sdom di scernnment, Your Holy Spirit's
di scernnment, that they nmay have the heart of a
good shepherd, to be good stewards of this
m ssion to which You have called and conferred on
each of them

May t hey never forget the dignity

and awe with which You created man. May the | aws
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t hey consider be just, fair and productive. My
t hey respect human dignity, and nay they have at
their core the common good of the citizens of
this state.

May they continue to be selfless in
their giving of self, but nost especially may
integrity be their creed.

Bl ess this | ong-standing friendship
between this State Senate and the United States
Mlitary Acadeny at West Point. May we continue
to build the legacy left for us and find nutual
benefit in this ongoing relationship.

God bl ess the New York State Senate,
God bless the United States MIlitary Acadeny,

God bless the United States Arny, which we all so
proudly serve, and God bl ess our nation and the
wor k of our hands.

Anen.

(Response of "Amen.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Readi ng of
t he Jour nal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, March 23, 2022, the Senate net
pursuant to adjournment. The Journal of Tuesday,

March 22, 2022, was read and approved. On
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notion, the Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Par ker
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmttee on Energy
and Tel ecommuni cati ons, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 7987
and substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
7087A, Third Readi ng Cal endar 714.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: So
or der ed.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Good nor ni ng,
Madam Pr esi dent .

We're going to begin by taking up
previ ously adopted Resol ution 2118, by
Senat or Skoufis. W're going to read that

resolution's title, and we're going to start by
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havi ng Leader Stewart-Cousins address us on the
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2118, by Senator Skoufis, menorializing Governor
Kat hy Hochul to proclaimMarch 24, 2022, as
West Point Day in New York State.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Leader
St ewart - Cousi ns on the resol ution.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so much, Madam Presi dent.

| want to first thank you
Senat or Skoufis, for bringing this resolution
forward. But | really, really want to thank our
guests.

Chapl ai n Capt ai n Raynond Akeri we,
t hank you for your beautiful prayer and your
blessing. It is nost wel cone and nopst needed.

And of course we'll be hearing from
Col onel Kwenton Kuhl man after the proceedi ngs,
but you honor us and grace us by bei ng here.

Thank you so much, all of you, for
bei ng part of this anmazing day.

| love this day. And this day has a
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70-year history in this chanber. It transcends

| eadership and | eaders and so on because of the
val ue that you bring to the State of New York, to
the nation, and to the world.

The concept of this great
institution dates back to President CGeorge
Washi ngton. It was created under President
Jefferson and formalized by Brigadi er General
Syl vanus Thayer. West Point has becone
synonynmous with Ei senhower and Patton, Bradl ey,
Uysses S. Grant, "Bl ack Jack" Pershing, the
first femal e graduate, who shared ny first nane,
Andrea Hol |l en, and of course here in this chanber
the late, great Colonel WIlliamLarkin -- and so
many ot hers.

And | ook at this class of young
cadets and | see the sane dedication, courage,
and honor that West Point has cultivated over the
centuries. Despite the uncertainties that we my
face, you' ve all taken decisive action to be a
positive force in the journey ahead.

| hope that you know we're
i ncredi bly proud of you, and | hope that you al so
feel incredibly proud of what you represent in

your acconpl i shnents.
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As many in this chanber know, |
have, you know, a mlitary famly. M dad was a
decorated Wrld War Two veteran. M brother
served in the Marines in Vietnam And they set
an exanple for me and our famly of what service
| ooks like -- the bravery, the selfl essness has
profound effects on ne and ny life and ny
children and their children.

And it's a rem nder of how inportant
it is for us to invest in ensuring the greater
good. | know that's what you represent here
t oday, that your acconplishnments prove your
convi ction and underscores the commtment to do
just that, to manifest the greater good.

The path forward nmay not al ways be
easy, but it certainly is worthwhile. Wth every
chal l enge that we face lies an opportunity to
strengt hen our resolve and dig deeper on the
val ues that we hol d dear.

| hope and wi sh that your strength
going forward will be not only, you know,

i mportant to you, but will continue to positively
i nfluence all around you. And while I'mthinking
about that, |'mthinking about the noment that we

are in. You know, although many of us here have
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had, again, exposure to the mlitary, famly
menbers in the mlitary, people who have
served -- as | said, ny dad and ny brother served
inwars -- | know, however, that none of us have
wat ched t he unfol dment of war on a day-to-day
basis in the way that we are watching the horror
of the tragic war in UKraine.

And that's why your presence here in
this chanber today really resonates on such a
deep, deep level. Because as we watch this, as
we hold our great nation and our denobcracy so
dear, we know that the difference in our nation
being free and being as great as it is is because
of people |like you -- people who are on the front
line, who are willing to give of their lives for
their fellow man, for the greater good,
regardl ess of what that neans.

Your being here today underscores
what it is that we nust protect and we nust

preserve and we nust respect and cel ebrate.

So I, for one, will prom se that on
behal f of the Senate that we will continue to
wor k on your behalf, and that we will always back

our words, our passionate words, with real action

that will protect you as you do the work that you
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have to do.

So again, | thank you, |
congratul ate you. You inspire all of us. | hope
you have a wonderful day here. You're going to
go to the Assenbly, you're going to cone back
here to eat. And we'll take pictures and we will
again continue to cel ebrate you and wi sh you the
best as you hol d our highest values in front of
everyone.

| know your parents, your famlies
are proud, and just know that you have a | oving
and proud famly here as well.

So thank you so nuch
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Leader Stewart- Cousins.

Senat or Skoufis on the resolution.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

And t hank you, Madam Majority
Leader, for hosting this auspicious day and your
el oquent words.

It is wonderful to be back here in
t he chamber with West Point cadets after a

t wo-year absence due to the pandemic. Wl conme to
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all of you.

Before | get to ny remarks, | do
have the privil ege of acknow edgi ng and wel com ng
the officers who acconpani ed the cadets, as well
as a few special thanks.

First, as we heard fromjust a
nmonment ago, Chapl ain Captain Raynond Akeri we.
We're al so joined by Col onel Kwenton Kuhl nman,
Director of the Sinon Center for the Professional
Mlitary Ethic; Lieutenant Col onel Beth Smth,
Public Affairs Oficer; Sergeant First C ass
Lui sito Brooks, Non-Comm ssioned O ficer in
Charge; Captain Nicholas Tritone, United States
Corps of Cadets, Tactical Oficer, Conpany C 4;
JimFox, United States MIlitary Acadeny Community
Engagenent Chi ef.

And | also want to express thanks to
anot her cohost, Senator John Brooks, who | think
we'll hear fromin just a few nonments, as chair
of the Veterans Affairs Committee, as well as
Gary G nsberg and his teamin Senate Services, as
wel | as the indomtable Secretary of the Senate,
Al e Paulino, who this day would not have happened
wi t hout her support and her team

So on the resol ution,
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Madam Pr esi dent .

It is ny great honor and privil ege
to rise today as the Senator fromthe
39th District, home to the United States
Mlitary Acadeny at West Point. West Point's
| ong and decorated history along the Hudson River
dates back to the American Revol ution

Concei ved by President Washi ngton at
atime of great uncertainty for a budding
denocratic nation, West Point stands as a beacon
of duty, honor and country and has | aunched the
careers of some of America's finest mlitary and
civilian | eaders.

In preparing to greet these young
cadets today, ny mind also couldn't help but
consi der what's happening in Eastern Europe. As
we watch what's unfolding in Ukraine, I am struck
by the unity and i ndefatigable resolve of the
Ukr ai ni an people. Their fight is one borne not
just of necessity, but of pride -- in their
homes, in their heritage, in the denocratic
ideals they're battling so diligently to protect.

Though we're a world away, | know
that the same pride and patriotism courses

t hrough each of us. If nmet with an existential
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threat akin to Russia's brutal, fool hardy

di splay, | have no doubt that the American people
woul d cast aside our differences, however

unbri dgeable they nay seemfromtine to tine, in
def ense of our denocracy -- and we woul d be |ed
by the cadets we see before us.

These young nen and woren represent
the bright future of American diplonmacy and
strength. As a representative in this hallowed
chanber, | believe | can safely speak for all of
nmy coll eagues in vowi ng to never |ose sight of
their sacrifices -- past, present or future --
and their conmtment to defend the hard-won
freedons we so often unfortunately take for
gr ant ed.

Cadets, ny colleagues and | are
profoundly grateful to each of you for dedicating
your lives to our liberty, whether in peace or in
peril. W hope this day serves as a snall token
of our gratitude. Know that the |awrakers
gat hered before you respect and honor your
servi ce.

Thank you. And of course, Go Arny,
Beat Navy!

(Laughter.)
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SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.
Senat or Skoufis, thank you.

It is now ny pleasure to introduce
Col onel Kwenton Kuhl man, director, Sinon Center
for the Professional MIlitary Ethic.

Pl ease join us.

COLONEL KUHLMVAN: Pr esi dent
Pro Tem and Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins,
Senat or Skoufis, Senator Brooks, Senate Services
Director G nsberg and his team of coordi nators,
and ot her nenbers of this distinguished Senate.
Good norning, and thank you for having us here
t oday.

My name i s Col onel Kwenton Kuhl man,
and on behal f of our superintendent, Lieutenant
CGeneral Darryl WIllians, | am honored to address
you this nmorning on behalf of the entire team at
the United States Mlitary Acadeny. W thank you
for this recognition.

" mjoined today by Cadet Diego
Sot 0, Second Regi nental Commander in the Corps of
Cadets, and eight cadets from across New York

State, representing nore than 4,000 nenbers of
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the Corps of Cadets, 275 of whomcall the
Enpire State hone.

It is wonderful to be able to join
you in person for the first time in severa
years. COVID inpacted us all profoundly the |ast
two years. The | eaders at West Point wish to
express our appreciation for the support we
recei ved t hroughout the pandem c from state,
| ocal and county | eaders in New York. The spirit
of coll aboration and cooperati on made
successful |l y navi gati ng COVI D possi bl e.

Thr oughout our history, New Yorkers
have stepped forward to do their duty, to serve
their country and stand in the gap in defense of
this great nation

The day | in-processed into the
82nd Airborne Division as a captain in 2004, ny
paperwor k was bei ng conpleted by an enlisted
soldier, a specialist, who's normally fairly
young, but in this case was visibly older than
nost -- white-haired, a person who had a bit of
life under his belt.

| recall asking, "Specialist, what
is your story? You're a bit older than nost of

our troopers."
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He proceeded to tell nme that he was
an investnent banker on Wall Street when 9/11
happened, and he knew that he had to do his part.
He wal ked away froma very lucrative job to serve
his nation during warti ne.

H s story and the story of other
sel fl ess New Yorkers is the strength of our
nation. Fromthe reginents of the New York Line
during the Anerican Revolution to units like the
Fighting Irish of the 69th Infantry Reginment in
| rag and Af ghani stan, New Yorkers have fought and
served with valor and distinction, with sone
making the ultimate sacrifice.

The United States Arny has al ways
had a strong presence in New York, to include
West Point, fromits early days as a strategic
garrison in the fight against the British in the
def ense of the American colonies, to our role
today as the world' s preem nent | eader
devel opnent institution.

And just as West Point has been an
important thread in the fabric of the Enpire
State, so too have New Yorkers been an inportant
thread in the fabric of West Point and the

Acadeny. In addition to the 275 cadets currently

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1616

attending, nore than 7700 graduates -- nearly
10 percent of the Long Gray Line -- claim

New York as their birthplace, and many of them
have earned their place in the history books as
| eaders not only in the Army, but in government,
busi ness, academ a and nore.

Qur mission at West Point is to
enhance the readiness of the United States Arny
by devel opi ng | eaders of character who are ready
to fight and win our nation's conflicts. This
very day, over 100 West Point graduates are
currently serving in Eastern Europe, to include
four battalion and brigade commanders.

Devel opi ng | eaders of character
requires strong rel ati onshi ps and partnerships
wi th many outsi de stakehol ders, particularly
t hose t hroughout New York State, which is really
what today is all about.

We woul d not be successful w thout

t he tremendous support of state, |ocal and county

| eaders. A Staten |Island Advance op-ed -- it was

publ i shed just today -- was witten by Lieutenant
Col onel Adam Scher, and it highlights the
i mportance of those strong rel ationshi ps.

Adam Scher is a West Point graduate
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who was introduced on the floor of the State
Assenbly as a cadet on West Point Day in 2004, at
the very event that we're attending today. Two
years later, he would find hinmself |eading troops
inlrag. And on 12 February, 2006, an eneny

sni per killed one of his soldiers,

Cor poral Andrew Kenpl e

Unfortunately, Andrew Kenple's
funeral in Mnnesota was protested. Adam Scher
wr ot e Assenbl yman Cusi ck about Corporal Kenple's
funeral experience, and Assenbl yman Cusick then
sponsored, and Governor Paterson signed, a bil
protecting mlitary funerals in the State of
New Yor k.

This is just one exanple of the
powerful relationships that come froma day such
as this. And we'd like to thank this esteened
body for hel ping preserve the dignity of our
service nenbers and their famlies.

Qur commtnent to strong
partnershi ps nmeans that we are also conmtted to
bei ng good nei ghbors with towns and conmunities
across the state. W're always |ooking for ways
to connect and build relationships and partner

t oget her on opportunities that will not only
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enhance the | eader devel opnment experiences at
West Point, but also benefit the comunities as
wel | .

Mlitary nenbers are often thanked
for their service, but I'd like to take this
opportunity this nmorning to thank you for your
service. A strong civil-mlitary relationship
and the nmutual trust between the mlitary and the
society it serves is a cornerstone for our
denocr acy.

On behalf of the entire West Point
comunity, and especially the nen and wonen of
t he Corps of Cadets, thank you for your continued
support and thank you for honoring us today. W
are greatly appreciative of your support.

Go Arny!

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Col onel Kuhl man.

And now next to speak, Senator
Brooks on the resol ution.

SENATOR BROCKS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Thank you, Leader Stewart- Cousins,

our sponsor, Senator Skoufis. Thank you,
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Col onel, for your renarks.

W are all very fortunate today to
be here with these young nmen and wonen who
represent a very uni que segnent of the
United States Arny. As a veteran, West Point is
the cornerstone of the United States Arny. As |
| ook up to you, | see the future | eaders of the
United States Arny.

In these days right now with the
situation here in this world, we are rem nded so
vividly of why nations nmust retain an arny, why
it nmust be prepared. And you will eventually
| ead that arnmny.

| congratulate you for being
accepted to one of the nobst outstanding
educational facilities in the world, Wst Point.
We thank you for the commtnent that you're
maki ng. And we take great confort and pride in
the | eadership that you will provide to the Arny
foll owi ng conpl etion of your degree at
West  Poi nt .

Al'l of us on the Veterans Conmittee
have worked hard to try to recognize all of our
vet erans who have served this nation, and try to

address sone of the needs they have. But we al so
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recogni ze the conm tnent you are nmaki ng now and
the conmm tnent you nake to the future so that
this nation is fully protected and we can provide
defense of this nation in the kind of events that
we are seeing in the world today.

Al of us pray for your safety and
the safety of all those that serve in the
mlitary, and all of us look forward to your
continued grom h and eventual |eadership of this
nation, carrying on the great tradition of al
t hose who have gone through West Point and gone
out to lead this nation and this world.

Thank you very nmuch for being here.
And once agai n, congratul ations.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Br ooks.

Mnority Leader Ortt on the
resol ution.

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank, first of all, ny
col |l eagues in the Majority for bringing this
resolution and for continuing this inportant

tradition. | think we can all agree it is one of
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the better days we get to be a part of here in

t he Senate chanmber, in the Capitol, where we get
to thank and pay tribute and recogni ze the brave
men and wormren who run and operate the

United States MIlitary Acadeny at West Point, but
al so are rem nded why sonme of the very best and
brightest that this nation has to offer, and that
this state has to offer -- who could go to any
school, who could pursue any career -- choose to
produce a career of service. Wich | think
shoul d resonate with all of us, because we have
chosen service to others, and they are choosing

t he sane.

And | want to thank them for being
willing to do so. | don't knowthat it's ever
been easy to raise your hand when you're 18 years
old and say, Send ne. But | don't know t hat
it's -- |1 don't know that it's easy today.
There's a | ot of other things going on out there
in the world, and there's a | ot of things that
reinforce that it's all about you. But you get
it; it's not all about you.

And you only need turn on the news
today to renmenber the seriousness of the job, the

seriousness of the profession of arnms that these
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men and wormen are enbarking on. Because this
isn't just about service or just about spending
time in the Arny, the U S Mlitary Acadeny at
West Point really is designed -- was founded --
to train the future | eaders of the United States
mlitary. That's why it exists. [It's not just
there for all these folks to just go four years
and out. These are the future joint chiefs of
staff. Somewhere in there is the future DOD
secretary or the future | eader of the United
States Arny or the future | eader of the
82nd Ai rborne or maybe SOCOM

That's what West Point is designed
to do. It produces the future |eaders and
vi sionaries who informand advi se Presidents and
Senat ors and nmenbers of Congress, the civilian
part of our governnent, on the best path forward

for our future soldiers, sailors, airnmen and

mari nes.

And so that is a really awesone
responsibility. It's really an awesone thing to
t hi nk that soneone sitting up there -- don't get

bi g heads, but sonmeone sitting up there could be
the next joint chief of staff. But that's what

West Poi nt was founded on.
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And I'Il just close by -- we al
have an i nage of West Point, and sone of us |
know have been there. |It's a great, great place
to go visit, alot of history. But for nme, |
happen to have -- | had one privilege to serve or
one opportunity to serve with a Wst Point
graduate i n Afghani stan, Lieutenant Col onel Janes
Wal ton, Class of '89. He was absolutely the best
| eader that | cane across in the United States

Arny. And at the time he could have been at a

cushy job -- and he was, at the Pentagon -- he
coul d have been in a cushy job -- and he was, in
Kabul -- but he wanted to be out on the front

lines. He wanted to be out where he thought, as
he said to his father in a letter home, he wanted
to be where he could do the nobst good.

So | would encourage all of you to
go be where you can do the nbst good. And I
woul d certainly think we could all renenber that
phrase here in this role, in our jobs, to be
where we can do the nobst good.

So Madam Presi dent, thank you for
allowing me a few mnutes to speak on the
resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
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Senator Ott.

Senator Martucci on the resol ution.

SENATOR MARTUCCI : Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to begin by thanking ny
col | eague Senator Skoufis for bringing this
resolution to the floor, and the Majority for
continuing the tradition of this inportant day.

|"mproud to rise and speak in favor
of this resolution as we honor the cadets and
| eadership fromthe MIlitary Acadeny at
West Poi nt .

| amvery fortunate to represent a
portion of Orange County. And while my district
is not hone to West Point, Wst Point certainly
plays a very inportant role in ny district and in
the area that | was privileged to grow up.

You know, when | think of West Point
| can't help but think back to his speech to the
Corps of Cadets on May 12, 1962, when
CGeneral Douglas MacArthur paid tribute to the
Acadeny and its ideals with an el oquence and
brevity that | could never capture, so | wll
guot e his speech:

"Duty, honor, country -- those three
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hal | owed words reverently dictate what you ought
to be, what you can be, and what you will be.
They are your rallying points to build courage
when courage seens to fail, to regain faith when
there seens to be little cause for faith, to
create hope when hope becones forlorn.™

Creat e hope when hope becones
forlorn. There's no better way to describe the
United States, the United States Arny -- in fact,
all of our service nmenbers and what they bring to
this world. They represent freedom They
represent hope. They stand agai nst the enem es
of not only our country but also enem es to peace
of this world.

More than anything, | want to say
t hank you, thank you to all of our service
menbers, including the cadets that are here with
us today.

| also want to pause for a mnute to
say thank you and we m ss you to sonmeone who |
adm re very nuch, someone who | personally knew,
and someone who cherished this day in a very big
way: Colonel Bill Larkin.

Col onel Larkin was one of the rare

kinds of politicians -- as we know, a Senator who
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served right in this chanber who cared far nore
about service that he did about politics. Bil
Larkin began his career at the age of 16 as a
private and saw conbat in the Korean War as wel |
as during World WVar Two. He was a decorated
soldier, as we all know

And on his final West Point Day in
this chanber in 2018, Colonel Larkin called this
day "A great day in our lives. Everyone should
be in this chanber giving respect to those
willing to put their Iife on the line for the
protection of this great country."

The | eadership of West Point is
second to none. Colonel Larkin rem nded us that
West Point is only for the elite, and he said:
"We're | ooking for the best of the best."

| ndeed, Col onel Larkin was right,
Madam President. No one could have said it
better. The cadets of West Point are the best,
the very best our nation has to offer. And
Col onel Larkin was one of the greats of this
chanber.

There's no question that
Col onel Larkin's spirit dwells with us here

today -- but, nore inportantly, along the side of
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every cadet, every man and wonan at West Point.
May God bl ess Col onel Larkin. May God bl ess the
Corps of Cadets. May God bless the United States
mlitary. And may God bl ess our great country.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.

Senat or Hel m ng on the resol ution.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Madam President. | rise today in support of this
resol ution.

First 1'd like to start by thanking
Leader Stewart-Cousins for continuing this
tradition of recognizing the United States
Mlitary Acadeny Day here in the Senate chanber.
It's so incredibly inportant.

| also want to thank her for
recogni zing Colonel Bill Larkin, who | had the
pl easure of serving with. Just an incredible
per son.

To the nmenbers of the United States
Mlitary Acadeny at Wst Point, welcone to the
Senate chanmbers. It's such a pleasure and a true
honor to have you with us today.

To the | eaders who are here, | want

to thank you for the work that you do to educate
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and to inspire our next generation of | eaders.
Thank you for your tremendous conmtnent.

To the cadets, | want you to know
that your hard work and dedication are truly
inspiring, and your conmtmnent to our country is
wort hy of our recognition, our gratitude, and our
prai se.

It's truly one of ny greatest honors
as a New York State Senator to recognize all of
t he nen and wonmen who have served or are serving
inthe United States arned forces.

As a nmenber of a mlitary famly, ny
father was a U. S. Air Force veteran who served
during the Korean War. And |'m so proud of ny
son-in-law, who was a 2011 graduate of the
United States Mlitary Acadeny. Sorry, | get a
little choked up, I"'mso proud. This is just --
it's truly a special day. It holds a special
place in ny heart.

And to the cadets, | know
Graduati on Day and Conmi ssioning Day, it's not
that far out in the future for you. | want to be
one of the first to say congratulations to all of
you on this trenendous acconpli shnent.

Your future is so bright, and the
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opportunities are endl ess. They' re endless.
Bei ng a West Poi nt graduate has provided so nany
i fe-enhancing opportunities for ny son-in-Iaw,
and | know it's going to do the sane for you.
Traveling the world, you'll have
opportunities to lead, to train and to inspire
ot her soldiers and civilians. Attending
Ranger School, conpl eting Captains Career Course,
becom ng a nenber of the elite Special Forces,
pur sui ng advanced educati onal studies -- these
are just sonme of the many wonderful opportunities
you have to | ook forward to.
|"meternally grateful to each and
every one of you here today. You are to be
commended for your patriotism for selflessly
dedi cating your lives to protecting our freedons.
We thank you, we support you, and we are so proud

of you. May CGod bless all of you and your

famlies.

Madam Presi dent, just one nore note
that 1'd like to nake. 1'd like to give a
speci al shout out to McKenzie Schaertl. She's in

her second year at West Point. Her nother Donna
works in ny district office. She's ny case

manager. Two amazi ng wonen. But to MKenzi e,
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wi sh you all the best.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.

Senat or Harckham on the resol ution.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

| want to thank our Majority Leader
for hosting this event. | want to thank
Senat or Skoufis for bringing forth the
resol uti on, Chairman Brooks for his continued
service chairing the Veterans Conmitt ee.

Welcome. | want to first of all
wel conre all of you and wel cone one of ny
constituents, Cadet G ovanni Biondo, from Pound
Ri dge, actually five mnutes fromwhere | |ive.
I"min South Salem you're in Pound R dge. So
next tinme | have the grill fired up and you're
horme, feel free to cone over.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR HARCKHAM | just want to
say | grew up in the shadows of Wst Point and
spent many, nmany fond Saturdays tailgating and
wat chi ng Arny football, watching cadets parachute
into the 50-yard line, the parades, the

pageantry.
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And ny father was a Wrld War Two
veteran, and ny nother's father was a Wrld War
One veteran, and there wasn't a | ot of
conversation about what happened. But | think
bringing us to West Point on a regul ar basis was
a way of kind of passing on sonme famly heritage,
as it were. And it was only as | got later in
life that all the pageantry was just an
expression of the values and the hard work that
you do there.

And as many col | eagues have said,
you are the future | eaders, not just of the
mlitary but of this country. And it's at tinmes
like this when we as civilians need to renenber
how deadly serious the work you are doing is and
how vitally inmportant the studies you are
undertaking right now are. And it's inportant
for you to know that we appreciate the sacrifices
you' ve made. As nany peopl e have said, you could
have gone into any field you wanted to, you could
be maki ng nmoney on Ti kTok. And instead --

(Laughter.)

SENATOR HARCKHAM -- you' ve chosen
to serve your country in a real and neani ngfu

way and in a way that few of us will imagine as
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you nove forward in your careers.

So we just want you to know that we
val ue everything you' re doing, we support you
and we thank you.

God bl ess you. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Har ckham

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Wel |, thank you,
Madam President. | have to foll ow Pete Harckham

(Laughter.)

SENATCR BAI LEY: | don't know about
Ti kTok. | don't even know how to downl oad t hat.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR BAI LEY: But what | do know
about is inpressive | eadership and bravery and a
| aser-sharp focus that you have, knowi ng that you
want to save lives -- and you are saving |ives,
whet her you believe it or not. Your presence
here is saving lives. You are an inspiration to
those in your high school that you graduated
from You are an inspiration to your cl assnates.
You are an inspiration to your famly menbers.

There are many things in this state

and in this world that you have to be a certain
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age to do. You have to be a certain age to play
the Lottery, to vote, to drink -- a number of
di fferent things.

There is no age for |eadership.
You're born a |l eader. And you are carrying your
| eadership to West Point.

And |I'mgrateful for your sharp
focus, because fol ks |ike me who have never
served in the hallowed branches of the mlitary,
we get to assune the freedons and the great
|iberties that you provide us -- nake no m stake
about it, that you do provide us. Even though
you have not conpleted your termat Wst Point,
you are a part of the fabric of this country.

And nake sure that you understand
that in every day that you're there. Because
when you're growi ng up the Bronx, New York, and
you see West Point, which you consider Wst Point
is -- you know, the football. And you know --
you haven't had the pleasure of tailgating, |ike
Senat or Harckham  You know Arny versus Navy.

But as you grow up and as you |l earn
and as you pay nore attention to what's happeni ng
in the world, you realize that your presence

saves us, your presence pernmts us the ability to
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be on this very floor. Your presence, no pun
intended, is a gift to us.

And so in this chanmber, under the
| eadership of Andrea Stewart-Cousins -- and |
want to make sure | thank the Senator of the
area, Senator Skoufis, for bringing this
resol ution and bringing you all here, and
Chai rman Brooks -- in this chanber what we don't
do is just pay attention to veterans on
Vet erans Day or Menorial Day.

Because quite frankly, to those who
have served, you're worth nore than 10 percent
off at a restaurant or a free neal. What you do
for us is invaluable.

And what you will do, as Senator
Ott nentioned, it's not possible. You speak

wor ds, and you speak theminto exi stence. They

say in nmy church if you -- you speak it into
exi stence. So one of you will be in those
hal | owed ranks. One of you will be |eading the

US. Arny. But you have to believe it. The
beauti ful thing about this is that we believe it.
Because we see it, and we're grateful for it.

And | just want to say, as | close,

t he concept of freedomis a nebul ous one. Right?
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And the concept of |eadership is al so nebul ous.
Leadership is really easy to do for people that
you know and people that you're friends with and
peopl e that you kind of nmeet. Leadership is
i mpossi bly difficult when you' re doing things for
peopl e that you will never neet.

What you are doing is renmarkabl e
because the lives that you will save, you'l
never know them they' Il never know you. But you
know why you did it.

Thank you for doi ng what you do.
Thank you for com ng today. God bless you all in
your future endeavors, and | | ook forward to
seei ng you one day on that dais nmaking simlar
speeches.

Thank you, Madam President. | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Bail ey.

Senator Mattera on the resol ution.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

This is a very, very special day, a
proud nmonment for me. And | just want to comrend

and t hank Senator Skoufis and Leader
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Stewart-Cousins for naking sure this day is
possible for all of us to be here, especially
with these very special eight cadets that are
here for us, that are |eaders, that are the
elite.

You know, | have sonebody in ny
district that I'mproud of that is here today,
and that is Cadet Jessica Desena. She's
actually, right now-- she is Arny Intelligence.
She's a squad | eader. You are definitely
sonmebody special to our community, that you make
sure that you are here for our future, to protect
us fromharm s way.

Wth these unprecedented tinmes that
we' re going through, | can inagine what's goi ng
t hrough every cadet that's up there right now, to
sit down and say, You know what, the fear that is
goi ng through our whole world and what's goi ng
on -- we just went through a pandem c, that was
one thing, and now we're going through what's
happeni ng with Ukrai ne and what's happening to
all people that we care about. And | just know
that you are our future, to serve and protect al
of us.

We are all proud of you, Jessica,
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for what you have done -- not just when you went
to Centereach H gh School, soccer player,
fencing, violin player. W nust -- your parents
and your famly have to be so proud of you for
what you have acconpli shed.

You are an outstandi ng young worman
with a bright future, and again, to serve and
protect us. And that is so honorable, and I
appreciate that so nuch

Again, | welcome you to the Senate
and | wish you the best as you achi eve your
dreanms. And again, thank you that you are going
to be serving in the U S Arny after you
gr aduat e.

So, Jessica, | want to say God bl ess
you and all you cadets. | want to say God bl ess
the US. Arny and all mlitary and all the
Aneri cans that are serving, and especially God
bl ess the United States of Anerica.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.

Senat or Kennedy on the resol ution.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| just want to rise and honor these
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young nen and woren, these brave cadets from
West Poi nt today.

| want to thank the Majority Leader
for bringing this resolution to the floor; to
Senat or Skoufis for continuing this extraordinary
tradition as we honor the best of the best; of
course to Chairman Brooks, for his |eadership as
it pertains to veterans. For him and Senat or
Ott and all the other veterans that have served
so nobly in the United States mlitary, we thank
t hem

To Col onel Kuhl man, thank you for
t hose wonderful words; to the chaplain, for
| eadi ng us in prayer.

You know, | come froma famly of
veterans -- grandfathers who were veterans, a
great-uncle who died in Wrld War Two, a father
who served in the U S Arny. And as a son of the
American Legion, it's always been instilled in ne
since | was a child the inportance of honoring
our veterans, those that are serving today so
nobly abroad and donestically, as well as those
t hat have previously served. W have to honor
those that put the mlitary uniformon and go

into battle.
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| think some of the words of
Col onel Kuhl man, bringi ng up George Washi ngton,
the fact that West Point was created upon the
creation, the bedrock or the foundation of the
State of New York and this country. You know,
oftentinmes we take for granted the position of
the State of New York, the Enpire State, and its
relationship to the United States of Anerica --
| eadi ng our country in the Revolution, |eading
our country in sending Union soldiers to war in
the Gvil War. As was nentioned, the Fighting
69th, led by WIIliam Donovan from Buffal o, that I
represent. Hi s congressional Medal of Honor
hangs in the arnory in Manhattan at the Fighting
69th Infantry today, along with nmany ot her brave
reci pients of that auspicious award.

We stand on your shoul ders today,
i ke we stand on the shoul ders of those that have
cone before all of us, that have been the brave
men and wonen that have served this United States
mlitary, that have given us the freedons that we
cel ebrate here and that we take advantage of here
on this floor each and every day to serve the
denocracy that you protect and that you have

given your life today, and sacrificed it, to go
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out and nobly serve this country, to put your
life in harms way so that we can nake the | aws
whi ch govern this great denocracy and this great
land in New York and across the United States of
Aneri ca.

So thank you. Thank you for being
who you are. Thank you for being so brave.
Thank you for being so visionary and such great
| eaders.

And | said, about Senator Skoufis
| eading this today fromhis district, that
West Point represents the best of the best. You
can't just be a West Point cadet. You can't just
be a West Point graduate. W know, as many of ny
col | eagues here have already articul ated, that
these that sit before us here today are those
| eaders that we in our nation depend upon today
and into the future to protect our denocracy. So
agai n, thank you

And | heard Senator Harckham tal k

about inviting all of us to his place when he has

t hat barbecue grill going in the sumrer. | just
want to say -- because | know Senat or Harckham
very well -- | think that was a very backwards

way of saying that he wants to be invited to your
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house when your famly is having its barbecue.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KENNEDY: But in all
seriousness, Madam President, |'mexcited to
honor these West Point |eaders here today, and
just to be a part of this extraordinary occasion
once again on the Senate floor. So again, thank
you for your | eadership.

And with that, Madam President, |
vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Kennedy.

Senat or Krueger on the resol ution.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Good afternoon. Thank you for being
here.

So | have a nephew, Andy Gordon
West Point 2002. He went off to the
101st Air Corps -- excuse ne, Infantry. | think
his group was one of the first into Irag. And he
did three tours in Irag, ended up | eaving the
mlitary after about eight years, nowis a | awer
with famly and two children living in M I waukee,

W sconsi n.
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And | renmenber when | first got to
the Senate and Bill Larkin was a -- | don't know.
You know, he was al nost an unrepl aceabl e person
and his commtment to West Point was so
extraordinary. And we were not fromthe sane
political ideology, Bill and I, and so we started
to have a couple of argunents.

And Andy was actually |istening one
day at West Point, and he called nme and he said,
"What you have to tell Senator Larkin is that
what you're doing on the floor debating the
fundanment al issues of denocracy and what our | aws
shoul d be, that's what we do at West Point.

We're here to protect denbcracy so that you two
can fight on the floor of the New York State
Senate."

And | thought it was so brilliant
that this young man, who was just | think a
col |l ege maybe junior at the tine, to realize the
connecti on between what we do here and what we
sonmetimes ask you to do, which is to go and |ay
your lives on the line so that we can have a free
denocracy and fight about issues here on the
floor of the Senate.

So | want to thank everyone at
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West Point for what you do every day. | want to
t hank you as the representatives of your
generation. And | wanted to thank nmy nephew
Andy, who |I'mvery proud of, and who served this
country so wel |

And of course | want to thank
Senat or Skoufis for bringing this resolution, and
our | eader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, who
under stands exactly the debate that Bill Larkin
and | were having that day -- and sonetines ny
col | eagues across the aisle and | have right now

So again, what you do is critically
important. And you had many ot her options. And
just know we are so proud -- so, so proud of you.
Thank you.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

Senat or Biaggi on the resolution.

SENATOR BI AGA : Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

|"mreally grateful to be able to be
here today to address all of the West Point
cadets. And | amespecially proud, as the

representative fromDi strict 34 in the Bronx and
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West chester, to honor Yusen Zhang, who is ny
constituent fromthe Bronx.

There is really nothing nore
exciting than being able to see young peopl e be
inspired by service to their conmunities and al so
to their country. And so for that | want to say
congratulations to all of you.

There are very few things, it seens,
t hese days that my coll eagues on the other side
of the aisle and us agree with, but | think that
this is one area where we can all agree that the
service that all of you are conmmtted to every
single day is sonething that we can all be proud
of . Because you are what represents the best,

t he absol ute best of our conmunities and our
country. And you also are role nodels for all of
t he next generation who is com ng before you, so
don't forget that.

| want to also just say to Yusen,
you represent truly the resilience of the
district that you come from a district that has
been through sonme of the nost difficult tines
that we have all ever seen, a district that has
had the hi ghest nunber of COVID deaths, the

greatest anount of need, sone of the highest
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anount of honel essness and food insecurity. And
so your service will also be a contributing
factor to helping to deal with a |lot of those
i ssues as wel | .

| will also say that | am confi dent
in all of you that your tinme at Wst Point
absol utely has served you well. | don't even
have to talk to any of you to know that. W know
that by the caliber of what Wst Point
represents. And it will also make sure that
whet her or not you continue to want to serve your
country in this way, or your communities in this
way, that no matter where you go you will always,
al ways be a | eader. So don't forget that.

And to ny col | eague Senator Skoufi s,
t hank you so much for gathering us today and for
maki ng sure that we are always conmtted to
really honoring all of the | eaders who are
conmitted to service.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Bi aggi .

The resol ution was previously
adopted on March 22nd.

l|"d |ike to now acknow edge t he
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foll owi ng cadets in attendance, ask that you rise
and be recogni zed: G ovanni Biondo. Mcaela
Choi . Jessica Helen Desena. Anthony Carl Marco
1. Holland Pratt. Christopher Dante
Ricciardi. Steven Gerard Tronbetta. Amya Ariel
White. Yusen Zhang. And D ego Soto.

Pl ease rise and be recogni zed.

(Standi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
| know the cadets are hungry because they told ne
so an hour ago when | saw them on the stairs.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR G ANARI S: So let me rem nd
everyone that there will be a luncheon in their
honor in the Majority Conference Room Room 332,
at the conclusion of session, which should not be
too nmuch longer, | don't think.

And t he resol ution has been opened
by Senator Skoufis for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There wi ||
be a post-session reception in honor of our
guests from West Point in the Majority Conference

Room 332.
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The resolution is open for
cosponsorshi p. Should you choose not to be a
cosponsor of the resolution, please notify the
desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: | also have a
notion to get in quickly.

On behal f of Senator Bailey, on
page 6 | offer the foll ow ng amendnents to
Cal endar Nunber 86, Senate Print 3526A, and ask
that said bill retain its place on Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S

Let's take up the reading of the
cal endar now, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
257, Senate Print 1847, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Borrello to explain his vote

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

First of all, 1'd like to thank
Senat or Skoufis for bringing this bill forward to
honor and to create a Tuskegee Airnen
Commenor at i on Day.

It was al nost 30 years ago, when
was a young busi ness owner attending ny first
Nat i onal Restaurant Association show i n Chicago,
where | had the pleasure of neeting one of the
Tuskegee Airnmen fromthat area. He told ne sone
amazing stories about what it was |like to serve
his country in that tinme and how proud, how
patriotic he was.

And al t hough | cannot renenber his
name, | do recall that he could drink Scotch Iike

nobody' s busi ness.
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(Laughter.)

SENATOR BORRELLO It was really an
amazi ng experience for ne because |'d never net
anyone -- anyone quite like that. And his life
afterwards was even nore amazing, as he told ne
his stories.

But today here we are standing on
the fourth Thursday of March, and we still do not
have a Tuskegee Airmen Conmenoration Day here in
New York State. And that's kind of sad, because
we're actually voting on this bill for the second
time. And |'mwondering to nyself, Wat could
possi bly stop soneone fromwanting to nake this
happen in New York State?

So | would ask that this wll
hopefully be taken up in the other house, in the
Assenbly. And sonet hing as noncontroversial as
this could becone a day to honor these brave nen
who we've | ost so many of already.

So in nmy opinion, this is kind of an
exanpl e of governnment dysfunction at probably its
finest. And | would hope that we could actually
do sonething as sinple as this and truly honor
t hese brave men who served so well to defend our

nati on.
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Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
316, Senate Print 161, by Senator Gounardes,
Concurrent Resolution of the Senate and Assenbly
proposi ng an anendnent to Section 6 of Article 5
of the Constitution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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359, Senate Print 6232, by Senator Kennedy, an
act to anend the Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
430, Senate Print 7861A, by Senator May, an act
to direct the Departnment of Agriculture and
Mar kets to devel op and produce gui dance and
educational materials on the use of agrivoltaics
in farm ng.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
453, Senate Print 2012, by Senator Jackson, an
act to anend the Adm nistrative Code of the
City of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Jackson to explain his vote.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,

Madam Pr esi dent .

My col |l eagues, | rise this afternoon

to speak on ny bill, S2012, sponsored in the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1653

Assenbly by my col |l eague -- our coll eague
Assenbl ynenber Jeffrey Dinowitz, who | wanted to
t hank for his partnership.

Prograns that reduce costs for
rent - burdened New Yorkers are essential. This
bill will end the normal practice of charging
tenants a fee for installing air-conditioning
units in their apartnents.

New York City | andl ords
i ncreasingly are increasing costs for
rent-stabilized tenants by charging for the
installation of their own tenants' appliances,
even though these tenants pay for utilities.

El i mi nati ng such non-rent fees |like
the surcharge for tenant-installed
air-conditioning units, will help reduce the
strain New Yorkers feel every day during the
ongoi ng pandemi c.

| trust you agree that fees for
tenant-install ed appliances should be elim nat ed.
They merely serve as a back-door mechani sm for
| andl ords of rent-stabilized buildings to raise
additional income. 1In the spirit of rent reform
and affordabl e housing policies, | hope you wll

join me in voting aye to end these fees.
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Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Jackson to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 453, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle,
Gl livan, Giffo, Jordan, Lanza, Martucci,
Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott, Pal unbo, Rath,
Ritchie, Serino, Stec, Tedisco and WeiKk.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
540, Senate Print 7107A, by Senator Mannion, an
act to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect ninety days fromthe date
that the regul ations issued in accordance with
Section 1 of this act appear in the New York
St ate Regi ster.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
634, Senate Print 1131, by Senator Liu, an act to
amend the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 634, voting in the negative:
Senat or Lanza.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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699, Senate Print 2204, by Senator My, an act to
amend t he Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 699, voting in the negative:
Senat or Lanza.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
700, Senate Print 6517, by Senator Stavisky, an
act to anmend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 62.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bill
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
714, Assenbly Print Nunber 7987, by
Assenbl ynenber Cusick, an act to amend the
| nsur ance Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bill
is laid aside.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On to the
controversi al cal endar, please, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
714, Assenbly Print Nunber 7987, by
Assenbl ynmenber Cusick, an act to amend the

| nsurance Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent, |
bel i eve there's an anmendnment at the desk.

| waive the reading of that
anendnent and ask that you recogni ze Senator Wik
to be heard.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

Madam Presi dent, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that you recogni ze Senat or Wi K.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The appeal
has been nade and recogni zed, and Senator Wik
may be heard.

SENATOR VEI K: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to appeal the ruling of the
chair.

The proposed anmendnent is germane to
the bill at hand because the bill addresses

i ssues related to New York's essenti a
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infrastructure. Simlarly, the proposed
anendnent al so addresses our infrastructure by
hol ding the state |iable for costs associ ated
with the poor state of repair.

Qur state roadways are in dire need
of repair, and particularly major portions of the
Long | sland Expressway in Suffolk County. The
LIEis littered with potholes for mles,
particularly in areas surrounding the exits and
entrances.

The New York State Departnent of
Transportation reports that a third of the
pavenment on Long Island is nowrated fair or
poor. Statew de, the percentage of the state
hi ghway surface rated poor or fair has increased
from 36 percent in 2016 to 45 percent in 2020.
Over the sanme period, pavenent rated good to
excel | ent has decreased from 64 percent to
55 percent.

These conditions increase
New Yor kers' vehicle operating costs by
$7.7 billion annually, and a significant
financial burden for drivers.

The State Hi ghway Law provides that

the state is liable for danages caused by the
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state of its roadways, but only during the warnmer
sumer nmonths. Presunably the state sought to
l[imt its liability in the winter nonths when
nor e pot hol es occur -- however, limting
notorists' ability to be rei nbursed for danages.

These danmges are only for certain
times of the year, and it's unfair to the
not ori sts whose vehicles are danaged t hroughout
the year. This bill would hold the state liable
for damages year-round to conpensate drivers for
t he danmage done to their vehicles.

It would ensure the state is
accountable to the people for poor road
conditions and spur greater focus on properly
investing in our essential infrastructure.

For these reasons, Madam Presi dent,
| strongly urge you to reconsider your ruling.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Wi k.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair, signify by saying aye.

SENATOR LANZA: Request a show of
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hands.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we' ve agreed to wai ve the showi ng of hands and
record each nenber of the Mnority in the
affirmati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: W t hout
obj ection, so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The ruling
of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief is
bef ore the house.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to adjourn
until Monday, March 28th, at 3:00 p.m,
i nterveni ng days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: On noti on,
t he Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
March 28th, at 3:00 p.m, with the intervening
days being | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 12:23 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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