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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Sunday,
March 13, 2022, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday, March 12,
2022, was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Good afternoon.

M. President, on behalf of Senator
Skoufis, I wish to call up Senate Print 1735,
recalled fromthe Assenbly, which is now at the
desk.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
460, Senate Print 1735, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the Ceneral Business Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 59.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
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fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill will retain
its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
there's a privileged resolution at the desk,
Senat e Resol ution 2081, by Leader
Stewart-Cousins. Please take that resol ution up
and read its title only.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2081, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, in response to
t he 2022- 2023 Executive Budget subni ssion
(Legislative Bills S8000-A, S8001, S8002,
S8003- A, S8004- A, S8005-A, S8006-A, S8007-A,
S8008- A, S8009-A) to be adopted as | egislation
expressing the position of the New York State
Senate relating to the 2022-2023 New York State
Budget .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President, |
expect there's going to be extensive debate on

this resol ution. For that debate, our Finance
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chair, Senator Krueger, will be responding for
the Majority.

And we are ready at this tinme to
begi n the debate.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator G anaris.

Senat or O Mar a.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
M. President. Thank you, Senator GG anaris.
Senat or Krueger, look forward to sone
expl anations of the Senate one-house budget that
we have before us today.

| guess on the resolution for a
nmonment, please, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
O Mara on the resol ution.

SENATOR O MARA: It won't be |ong.

So we have received this Senate
one- house budget resol ution about 7 p.m |ast
night. 1It's 2 p.m the next day now. So, you
know, it's 19 hours for our staff and oursel ves
to digest what is being proposed as a nearly
$230 billion budget.

| ncreasi ng spendi ng overall by about

8 percent, increasing the state funds portion of
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t hat spending by over 11 percent year to year, on
top of what was in excess of a 10 percent
increase in this current year's budget year to
year. That's an over 20 percent increase in just
state funding over the years, and about a
22 percent increase in overall funding, including
the federal noney that's come in for us.

Thi s spending, in my opinion and I
think fromour side of the aisle, is
unsustai nable, it's unwarranted, and it really
doesn't -- the resolution proposed, and we'll get
into sone of the subject matter here, doesn't
respond enough to the issues of the day of
everyday New Yorkers, of the overal
affordability of living in New York State by
New Yor ker s.

It does nothing to end the exodus of
New Yorkers from New York State as the npjorities
in both houses, for years now, have worked to
massi vel y increase state spending, and further
stifling economc activity in New York State when
we should be | ooking to do everything we can to
foster a better business climate in New York
State so that businesses can provide the

opportunities to New Yorkers that we all need to
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nmeet our everyday costs of |iving, which continue
to escal ate disproportionately in New York State.

You know, aside fromwhat is now an
8 percent inflation rate nationally, we're adding
to that in New York State by going with an
11-pl us percent increase of spending in New York
State. | will note | believe -- and we'll ask
some questions on this in a nmonent -- that there
are not tax increases in this proposal and that
the Majority is pursuing the reduction of the
m ddl e-cl ass inconme tax rate that had been put
off for a few years. And that's inportant, |
think, to go towards the affordability of
New York State.

Beyond that, there isn't rnuch here,
frankly, for everyday New Yorkers to neet their
budgets and their households, to provide for
their famlies, and to have the economc
opportunities of a job in New York State and the
dignity and self-respect to go to work and earn a
living to provide for thenselves, as opposed to
sitting back and waiting for further and further
handouts from state governnment and federa
gover nnent .

So with that, M. President, if
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Senat or Krueger could yield for a few questions,
starting out, at least, on the financial plan.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:

Certainly. Senator Krueger, do you yield for a
few questions?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Krueger vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Now, Senat or
Krueger, can you explain to us how this |evel of
i ncreased spendi ng of over 10 percent |ast year,
over 11 percent this year, is sustainable to
New Yorkers and to New York State governnent,
usi ng up surplus funds we have now, using up
federal assistance that's come for COVI D? Wen
t hat noney's gone, how is this increased spendi ng
goi ng to be sustained?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

Thank you, M. President. 1'd like
to thank the sponsor -- excuse nme, ny coll eague
for the question. And | think | need to put it
in the context of what we're doing with the
one- house, as he raised sone issues about the

context that he perhaps was m sinforned about our
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one- house.

The things he was | aying out,

M. President, that he hopes for all New Yorkers
are exactly the things we are trying to do in

t hi s one-house budget. W have heard the working
people -- the people of New York State who have
come of f of two years of COVID, the people of

New York who have cone off of years and years of
underinvestnent in the prograns and services they
need -- crying out for help. And we are
attenpting to respond to themin this budget.

So we are investing in childcare so
that nothers and fathers can go to work and be
assured that their young children are taken care
of, are hel ped with education and protected so
that they can go and earn nore noney for
t hensel ves.

We are investing in desperately
needed hone care services at the other end of
life -- as you're older, as you're disabl ed,
you're in a situation where you can't even get
home care services so that a fam |y nenber may
have to give up a job in order to stay home with
you, and you nmay not get the care you need at al

and may be trapped al one. Meanwhile, the wage
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rates for home care workers and ot her | owincone
workers in the healthcare professions -- they're
crying out for nore people to cone into these
fields. W need people to work in these fields,
but we need to be able to pay them a wage t hat
even provi des them enough noney to pay for a car
to drive to their job in upstate New York. And
right now the wages are so |low they can't even
afford to take the jobs.

We hear the people of New York
tal ki ng about needing to make sure that our
public college systemis invested in at the |evel
t hat assures our young people are getting the
education they need to conpete in a 21st-century
| abor market. Do you know t hat New York's young
peopl e are going to other states' public
uni versity systens because they can't get what
they need in our CUNY and SUNY systens, because
we have failed to underwite themat the | eve
they need to be underwritten to ensure
New Yor kers can graduate, get jobs here, stay
here and raise their owm famlies here? That's
what we hear people crying out for.

So we are putting significant new

investnents in the infrastructure for care for
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peopl e, for jobs for people, and of course for
the fundanmentals of infrastructure in the very
traditional sense of naking sure that we have
roads and bridges and buil dings that are going to
hol d up and ensure that we can get to and from
the jobs, get to and fromthe cities and towns,
invest in our public transportation system

invest in all the things that the research shows
drive peopl e and busi nesses to New York and keeps
t hem here.

So I"mvery, very proud of the
investnments we are attenpting to nake through our
one- house budget bill. And yes, to answer
Senator O Mara's question, we are spending a bit
nore noney than the Governor originally laid out.
And we are changi ng how she woul d be using sone
of the funds because we believe there are better
uses. But we do believe this is sustainable,
particul arly because investing in job creation,
investing in our snmall businesses, investing in
our higher education, investing in our childcare
nmeans there's nore opportunities for nore people
to go back into the |abor market or join the
| abor mar ket and, of course, becone taxpayers

into the state's revenues into the future.
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So he's correct that we are
i ncreasi ng the operating spendi ng by about
$9 billion in the Executive Budget over what the
Governor recommended. But in fact we all agreed,
i ncluding nmy col | eague Senator O Mara, that there
was an additional $1.2 billion in revenue
consensus offsets, and that we are including that
and spendi ng that.

We all know that the Governor held
$2 billion for a pandem c assi stance account.
We're programming that into issues that we think
are the critical things to spend noney on this
year.

We are fast-tracking casinos a year
early so that we anticipate $3 billion in casino
licenses. W are decreasing the rate at which
t he Governor proposed debt prepaynent. W' re not
not paying our debts; | assure you we are. But
t he Governor proposed a fairly dramatic speedup,
spi nup, of prepaying debt, and so we reduce that
from$3 billion to 1.5 billion, and that gives us
another billion and a half dollars.

And yes, the Governor also had a
robust proposal to increase the anmobunt of our

reserves in a Rainy Day Fund, which she proposed
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at approximately 3.2 billion and we're reducing
to 1.8 billion -- am| getting that right?
Excuse ne. She proposed a

$5 billion Rainy Day Fund contribution, and we

are reducing that by 1.8 billion, |eaving
3.2 billion to go into the reserve fund this
year.

We're al so hoping that our federal

government will continue to foll ow through on a

nunber of the commtnents that they have verbally

made but not conpleted the |egislative

assignments on. So we also want to nake sure, in

an era where there are New Yorkers at risk of
evi ction and honel essness, that there are
| andl ords who can't be paid because there isn't
the noney in their tenants' pockets to pay
them-- we are hoping very much that the federa
government will nake good on a commtnent to
i ncrease the anount of noney they are sending us
to help | andl ords who are owed noney and tenants
who owe noney. And everybody wants themto be
pai d, we just need the noney to do so.

So | think that's the general
outline of the answers to your questions,

Senat or O Mar a.
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SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Through you, M. President, if the
Senator will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Krueger, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER.  Happi | v.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Just to clarify
some of these nunbers that we've opened up with
on the overall.

Last year's budget increased
spendi ng year to year by over $11 billion, and
that was the significantly |largest increase in
the prior decade of state spending. Wuld you
agree with that, Senator Krueger?

SENATOR KRUECGER: | believe that
nunmerically that's correct. And that was heavily
due to a massive surge of federal revenue just at

the | ast few days before we conpleted | ast year's

budget .

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Do you
yi el d, Senator Krueger?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Krueger vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: well, I wuld
submt that the lion's share of that increased
spendi ng | ast year was due to the insatiable
desires of these majorities to continue to spend.
And | ast year you had Governor Cuonpb over a
barrel with the investigations that were going
on, and took full advantage of that situation to
i ncrease spending by 11 billion.

This year, in addition to that new
spending of 11 billion |ast year, we're | ooking
at -- while Governor Hochul only increased the
budget by 3.2 percent in her proposal, with a
spendi ng increase of $3.7 billion, you raised
that by 9.1 billion, so it's $12.8 billion
i ncreased spending fromyear to year. |s that
correct?

SENATOR KRUECGER: Yes, that sounds
about right.

SENATCR O MARA: How nuch - -

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
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O Mara, are you asking the sponsor to yield?

SENATOR O MARA: Yes, through you
M. President, if the sponsor would yield for a
guesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: How nuch of the
federal pandemic relief -- which was | think
about $12.7 billion -- how nuch of that is being
utilized to bal ance this budget?

SENATOR KRUEGER: $2.4 billion.

SENATCR O MARA: And then how nuch
of that has been spent already? How rmuch of that
$12.7 billion has been spent already?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
O Mara, are you asking Senator Krueger to yield?

SENATOR O MARA: Yes, | am sorry.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Do you
yi el d, Senator Krueger?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.
bel i eve about 4.5 billion has been spent already.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
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M. President, if Senator Krueger will continue
to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: O the --
forget, so I'lIl just ask this question,

Senat or Krueger. O the budget surplus funds
that we have -- | forget the exact anmount off the
top of nmy head right now, you nentioned it

before -- how nmuch of those surplus funds are we
spending in this year's budget?

SENATOR KRUEGER: We' re conti nui ng
to make deposits into the reserve fund. So we're
doing 3.2 billion into the reserve fund.

So the Governor's Executive Budget
woul d have put 5 billion in, and we are putting
3.2 billion in.

SENATOR O MARA: So we're
putting -- through you, M. President, if the
Senat or woul d vyi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Through ny nunbers
that I have in ny head -- and they're rough, they
may not be exact, so correct ne if I'mwong --

t hat we have sonewhere in the range of surplus
revenues in our budget of $10 billion, and we're
only putting 3.2 of that into reserves for future
years? So we're spending close to $7 billion of
that in this year's budget?

SENATOR KRUEGER: G ve us a mnute.
(Pause.)

Through you, M. President, if |
could ask Senator O Mara to clarify where he
thinks the 10 billion surplus is. (Pause.)

|"msorry, M. President, | was
asking if you could ask Senator O Mara to clarify
where he thinks the 10 billion surplus is.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:

Certainly.

Senator O Mara, can you clarify the
guestion, please?

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, that $10 billion figure is a
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conbi nati on of federal pandem c funds that have
come in and increased revenues throughout the
fiscal year above what was budget ed?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | apol ogi ze, can
| please ask himto rephrase the question again
for us, the original question.

SENATOR O MARA: Yes, through you
M. President.

Senat or Krueger, year to year, from
| ast year to this year -- in this year's current
budget, what is the anticipated revenue surplus?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Over what we
proj ected? So when we end this year, how nuch
addi tional revenue will we expect to still have
over what we had earlier anticipated, is that
what the question is?

SENATOR O MARA: Yes.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President. While you can al ways | abel things
differently, we believe that the -- that the
Governor originally said there was 5 billion that
she would put into reserves, and now we're
reducing that to 3.2 billion to go to reserves.
So that woul d be the surplus.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
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M. President, if the Senator would vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, the
figures | have are that revenues exceeded
expectations by about $4.5 billion in the last --
the prior fiscal year, and they're on track about
the sane. So roughly $9 billion over |ast year
and this current year?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So if we're
counting last year plus the future year -- so the

year we're ending plus the future year, and

that's approximately 9 billion, close to
10 billion above what was originally projected,
right, fromdifferent revenues -- we are spending

some in the comi ng year in our proposal and we
are still having 3.2 billion to go into reserves.
Plus the five fromthis year
SENATOR O MARA: Can you clarify
that? Where does that five fit in there?
SENATOR KRUEGER: kay. Yes. So

there was a projected 10 billion over the two
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years. The Governor is putting 5 billion away
fromthis year that we are ending, the '21-'22
year, and then she was al so planning to put

5 billionin the '22-'23 year, but we are only
| eaving her 3.2 billion for an additional
reserve

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator would vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: O that then
$2 billion that you' re taking away fromreserves
t hat Governor Hochul had put in, what is that
goi ng towards?

SENATOR KRUEGER: That is part of
the $9 billion of increased spending that our
one- house budget lays out in totality.

So it's not that the 2 billion is
specifically for ItemA versus ItemB; it is
noney that we are defining as available for
i ncreased expenditures that are quite broad and

quite transformative across any nunber of
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i mportant issues.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

M. President, through you, would
t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or Krueger.

Qut of those surplus funds that
are -- that you're allowing in the Governor's
Executive Budget to go towards reserves, can you
outline where those nonies are going to be put
into reserves, and for what purposes? And is
t hi s one-house changing the funds from what the
Governor had proposed?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So t he Gover nor

proposed 5 billion going into reserves in the
com ng year. In our analysis, she's only |eft
with 3.2 billion to go into reserves. The

reserves are not defined as for specific itens.

(Pause.) | love the questions,
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thank you. |1'mlearning nore every day.

So there are statutory reserves and
non-statutory reserves. So there's 920, 000 of
statutory reserves -- 920 mllion. Wat's
920,000? It's petty cash -- 920 mllion in
statutory reserves, and we aren't touching that.
That will continue to go so. And then the
remai ning reserves will go into the genera
reserves. The econom c uncertainties reserve.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, can you -- can the sponsor answer
anot her questi on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: "1l do ny
damdest to try, yes, sir, M. President.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor will do her damedest.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: O that fund, what
is the outline for uses of that noney in that

fund?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: For whi ch one,
the statutory reserve or the economc --

SENATCR O MARA: Econom ¢
uncertainties fund.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Not defined. You
know, you hit another bad period, tax revenues go
down, anot her pandem c hits, the federa
gover nment changes hands and stops sending to the
states, et cetera, et cetera.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the sponsor will yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: O the noney goi ng
into reserves, how nmuch of that is going to pay
down the debt that the state owes to the federa
government for the Unenpl oynent I|nsurance Fund
that the state borrowed and it now has a bal ance
of about $9 billion still owed to the federal
gover nnent ?

SENATOR KRUECGER: So neither the

Governor's proposal for the reserves nor our
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proposal for the reserves specifies that any of
it goes back to the federal governnent for the
U B borrowing. But there is 600 mllion within
our budget proposal to help repay the interest --
is it the interest or the actual underlying -- so
the 600 mllion goes to helping with the
under| yi ng debt.

And just to rem nd everyone, when we
borrow fromthe federal government to pay out
UB, as we did during the pandem ¢ because we had
so many unenpl oyed people, technically U B is not
an on-budget or General Fund expenditure, it is a
separate program paid for by businesses.

So yes, this has to be paid back
hopefully at the | owest or zero interest
possi bl e. Hopefully the federal governnment nmay
decide to allow us to discount sone of what we
owe them But it's actually not a budget item
per se, it's a separate item

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, will the Senator vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senat or Krueger
we have seen quite a few other states in the
nation that racked up pretty incredible
unenpl oynment debt to the federal governnent
during the pandem c that have utilized their
pandem c relief to help pay down that debt so
that ultimately busi nesses and enpl oyers don't
have to pay that back over a series of years for
t hat debt.

Wiy are we in New York choosing a
di fferent course of action? And why is it
appropriate to -- over the period of this
lingering debt, for however long it lasts -- why
shoul d we be requiring enployers to shoul der that
burden fromthe pandem c which will further
tighten their businesses and their ability to
hire people to work?

SENATOR KRUEGER: We actually, in a
separate section of our one-house, are noving to
del ay sone of what they woul d ot herw se owe.
That's 600 mllion.

And you ask an excellent public
policy question about why do different states

make different decisions with their noney. So
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one of the answers -- |1'd have to go back to
earlier decisions in the state -- we actually
don't, per business, collect as nmuch from

busi nesses for unenpl oynent costs as many states.
W' re behind on having increased our scal e of
what we coll ect.

So it left us with less noney than
sone other states, but it's still the fundanental
guestion of who is obligated to pay for
unenpl oynent benefits. And the design and nodel
has been that businesses are responsible for
payi ng for unenpl oynment benefits. The workers
pay into it when they're enpl oyed, and the state
hol ds the funds and distributes them

But | don't think that this state
has had a public policy debate about changing the
rules of the road so that unenpl oynent benefits
are not an obligation of business but rather an
obligation of the General Fund or the taxpayer.

What | amvery proud of is that we
are investing a | arge anount of nobney wthin our
one- house budget in hel ping the small est
busi nesses with their debts and to help them stay
open, or even to reopen when they've been forced

to close, to get workers back to work so that
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they're building up the tax revenue and actually
payi ng into the unenploynment fund, which wll
help it bounce back nore quickly.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator would vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: | "' m not suggesting
t hat we change the nethod of how unenpl oynent is
paid for in New York State on -- in a regul ar
environnment. We've cone through a two-year
pandem ¢ that had significant unantici pated
| ayoffs, causing people to go into the
unenpl oynent fund, that were no fault of that
business. It's no fault of the business either
cutting back or laying off enployees, it has to
do with the pandemic that built up this
$9 billion fund.

And the Majority in this house
thinks it's reasonable to use only $600 mllion
of in excess of $10 billion avail able and

$12.7 billion in pandem c aid, nost of which has
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not been spent. Wy that greater effort is not
bei ng made in these exigent circunstances of the
unenpl oynment i nsurance -- not changi ng the way we
account for unenploynment costs going forward, but
for this period of tine of the pandem c that
specifically created this $9 billion debt, why
are we not making a greater effort towards paying
t hat down?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | don't think
there's $12 billion left of federal pandenic aid.
| don't know where that nunber cane from But --
one second.

But | do think it's still partly an
i deol ogi cal di sagreenent, Tom -- Senator O Mara,
sorry. That we're trying to nake sure that the
noney that we have available to spend is invested
in creating jobs for New Yorkers who need to go
to work, who need to nake sure that their
children are cared for so that they can go to
wor k, as opposed to nmaking the decision to help
busi nesses repay sonething they owe under the | aw
while we are trying to snooth out and decrease
the rate at which they have to pay it back

But if you | ook at the history of

unenpl oynment benefits, you have your good tines
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and then you have your tines of recession. And
during times of recession, you end up spending
down a | ot nore unenpl oynent and you, thank
goodness, can turn to the federal governnent for
| oans to nake sure that those benefits are paid.
And then, over tine, businesses repay the fund
and everybody noves forward.

So the UB, since it was created,
has actually proved to be a nodel that does over
time adjust for the good tinmes and the bad
times -- or | suppose, biblically, the fat cow
times and the thin cowtinmes. And | have
confidence that we will do the same again.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Krueger vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senator, can you
point to any other period of tine in our UB
program where we have had anywheres close to this

nunber of job | osses due to not just a pandeni c,
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but to anything that was other than unrelated to
a specific business?

You know, where in our history --
this seens to be unprecedented, to nme, the job
| osses and the debt that we owe the federal
government, that is unrelated to economc -- just
econonmi ¢ normal conditions. So, you know, how --
why is this not being treated differently?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | think we would
both need to go back and | ook up the history of
U B and where the unenpl oynent rate has been at
different tinmes in our history to know the
answer. | certainly don't know that off the top
of ny head.

| mean, the recent reference is the
2008-' 10 econonic col |l apse of nmuch of the world
econony. And | think we ended up owing 5 billion
back to the federal governnment at that tine,
whi ch we were able to pay back under our nor nal
rul es of the road.

" m going to guess that the one
previous to that -- it's alnbst every ten years
that you end up with sonme kind of recession
period. But | don't have that data nenorized.

Per haps one of the staff can do that homework for
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us and get back to me during the course of this
debat e.

But right now|l'd have to say for as
long as we've had U B, we've had a situation
where we had our good tines and our bad tines
that were caused by all kinds of reasons,

i ncl udi ng war, and we've been able to bounce

back.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Shifting gears off
of that topic a little bit, even though I would
certainly disagree with you that this pandem c
was not -- it was and is unprecedented in the
hi story of the U B and therefore should be
treated differently, rather than just requiring
enpl oyers to pass that cost on and therefore
stifle hiring, in my opinion, and the creation of

t hose job opportunities that New Yorkers

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1259

desperat el y need.

From-- in this budget resolution
that's before us, what is the increase in
antici pated revenues to New York State from year
to year?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So we' re show ng
an 8 percent increase in annual growh under
taxes and a 3.2 percent Al Funds receipts annual
growt h rate.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: What is the dollar
anount of those two figures you gave nme from year
to year?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Ckay. For our
growh in taxes, it's 109 mllion, 109.257
mllion. And for our total Al Funds receipts,
it's 234 mllion, 302,000 -- billion, sorry.

Total Al Funds -- excuse ne. |'msorry, Tom
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Total Al Funds receipts will be 234 billion
conpared to this year, which was 220 billion. So
a 3.2 percent growmth. No? (Pause.)

You know what, Tom | don't want to
be on the record reading you the wong nunbers.
So sonet hing was slightly off.

SENATOR O MARA: | appreciate
clarifying these nunbers --

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you. So
"1l stick with --

(Overtal k.)

CHAIl R\MOVAN KRUEGER:  All right, [1'11
stick with the tax revenue.

But the total Al Funds receipts
this year: 227 billion, 138 mllion. Next year,
our projected, 234 billion, 302 mllion. W like
t hose nunbers better.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the Senator will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUECGER: Yes, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR O MARA: So fromny | guess
eval uati on of those nunmbers -- | think I'm
reading fromthe same page as you now, fromthe
financial plan -- there's about an $8 billion
estimated or anticipated increase in taxes in

New York State and an increase of about

$7 billion in Al Funds revenues.
Those are significant -- that is
significantly less, | would say, than the

proposed spending increases in this Senate
one- house proposal .

Once the surplus nonies are expended
t hroughout this year, the com ng year and the
year after that, how does the Senate Majority
intend to continue to sustain that |evel of
spendi ng wi thout the shortfall between revenue
i ncreases in spending and therefore, then,
wi thout the federal aid that will probably be
gone within two years?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So for this year
taxes -- projected taxes are still higher than
what we're expecting to spend, so we're fine for
this year.

W try to do outyear projections; we

al ways end up changing them But the expectation
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is that we will continue to see sone tax growth
the year afterwards, an outyear. That is an
out year where the Governor is now al so proposing
putting another 5 billion into reserve funds.

"' m not exactly sure how nmuch we
expect to put in the outyear, but that's always
anot her question for us.

But we actually do feel that at the
rate of tax gromh and the rate of the noney that
we are expecting to spend if we had our one-year
budget -- one-house budget, that we actually
woul d still be fine for this year and at | east
the year after.

And again, things change rapidly in
government. So | should point out what you
al ready know, what we all know. This is an
aspi rational budget where we hope we can
acconplish as nuch of this as possible. W need
to go into negotiations with our coll eagues and
with the Governor, and we will see where the
final nunbers end up. But we're feeling pretty
confortabl e about our ability to meet our
responsibilities to the people of New York and
nmeet our aspirational targets.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
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M. President, if the Senator would vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: | woul d agr ee,
Senat or Krueger, that these are certainly
aspi rational nunbers.

| believe they're unrealistic and
unsust ai nabl e over the years, particularly with
t he uncertainty we have going forward with our
econony with 8 percent inflation and many
econonmi ¢ pundits tal ki ng about recession now.
That will certainly inpact the revenues and
recei pts of the state going forward.

What do we have in this one-house
aspiration to provide for this risk of a
recession and a drop in revenues for all of these
recurring billions of dollars in expenses that
are built into this?

SENATOR KRUECGER: As | mentioned
several tines, we are putting noney into a
reserve fund that has already grown by 5 billion

this year and woul d grow by another 3.2 billion
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in the com ng year.

W live in a tricky age, | agree
with Senator O Mara. | renenber standing here
two years ago when we were dealing with a budget
and literally the words "COVID' and "pandem c"
had just first been uttered. And everyone
realized that suddenly everything m ght be
changi ng, and we had no i dea what the inpact
woul d be on our budget.

And we -- the Governor then asked us
to give himextraordi nary powers both over
energency situations and to the ability to borrow
money. | think we gave him 11 billion
suppl ement al energency borrow ng power at the
time. Approximately. And then a year later, we
were still literally nmoving into the final weeks
of negotiating a budget, still in panic about
what would we do if the federal governnment didn't
come through with the commtted but
not -yet-delivered funds. And then suddenly they
canme through with about $13 billion, and
overni ght we were shifting our math and our
real ties.

And then over |ast year, where -- a

few weeks before the budget was passed we had no
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i dea whet her we woul d have enough noney to get

t hrough the year or not, and we were talking
about all kinds of emergency responses, none of
which were pretty. And then the noney cane and
then we started taking a | ook -- and our tax
revenues were skyrocketing, and we couldn't even
figure out why. So that even during a tine of
extraordinary difficulty in our econony for |arge
nunbers of busi nesses and peopl e, sone people and
busi nesses did extraordinarily well and have
triggered | arger tax revenues than we inagi ned.

So based on the | ast coupl e of
years' experience, | feel that none of us have a
great crystal ball about what happens two years
out from now.

What | do know is New York State is
very good at naking adjustnents when it has to,
even very large adjustnments. And so | think as a
state, as a governnent, we want to fight for the
best that we can do. W want to both use hope
and intelligence to invest in the kinds of
progranms and services that will strengthen our
famlies, strengthen our businesses, make us nore
conpetitive in the world we live in -- and hope

it all goes the right direction.
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And no, sonetinmes it's not going to
go that way and we're going to need to pivot
fast. But if the last couple of years in
New York State has taught us nothing else, it's
taught us both our endurance and our ability to
pi vot fast.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or Krueger.

M. President, if the Senator w ||
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Just wrappi ng up
here. One nore specific thing | wanted to get
into before | hand it over to ny coll eagues to
continue in various subject matter areas.

An area that has been highlighted
both nationally, regionally, and in New York
State has to do with manufacturing and, you know,
the inmpacts of the pandem c on the gl obal supply
chain, our inability to provide -- to manufacture

and provide the products that we need right here
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within our state but particularly wthin our
nation as a whol e, not being overly dependent in
t hese tines.

What in this one-house proposal is
there to benefit manufacturers of New York State
and to foster further manufacturing activity in
New York State? | would note that | think about
si x or seven years ago we elimnated the
corporate franchise tax for manufacturers in
New York State. | was a strong proponent of
that. And that fell short because it only ended
up applying to subchapter C corporations and not
so-cal | ed pass-through entities such as
partnerships, LLCs, subchapter S corporations
that were left out, and they make up about
75 percent of all manufacturers in New York
St at e.

| don't see any proposal in this
one- house resolution that focuses either on that,
to elimnate the corporate franchise tax to the
pass-through manufacturing entities, or anything
else in here that's going to help us foster and
bol ster our manufacturing in New York State --
whi ch are good jobs, but also a matter of

security interest to provide for our needs when
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we rmay not be able to get it fromaround the
gl obe.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So | agree we
want to do nore to help our |ocal manufacturers
and to support manufacturing. Because Senator
O Mara is absolutely right, the supply chain
realities were laid out and left this country raw
when we couldn't build our own products, when we
couldn't make the things we needed when we
couldn't get them from anywhere el se.

So this conference, and in our
one- house, we are very focused on naking sure we
are investing in small business, because snall
busi nesses actually do create the jobs in our
econony and can nove nore quickly and respond
nor e qui ckly.

So we establish -- excuse me -- the
suspensi on of state taxes -- oh, wait. Excuse
me. (Pause.)

We're reducing the gas taxes, so --
whi ch was particularly inportant for trucking and
manuf act ured products to reduce the prices. So
we're |owering the gas taxes by an estinated
$648 m | i on.

We are allocating an additional
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200 million to the Small Business Seed Fundi ng
grant program Instead of taking noney from

exi sting programs, it expands the |ists of

busi nesses that can apply to this program as well
as allow ng those who | ost businesses due to the
COVI D pandem c to get some assi stance which they
can use to restart small business.

We expand incentives to instal
renewabl e energy, |ike thermal and geot hernal and
sol ar products in our homes and our busi nesses,
providing significant tax credits to cover those
cost s.

And the truth is the faster we are
nmoving to a green econony, and the faster we are
nmoving to things that deal with clinate change,

t he nore new manufacturing opportunities there
are and will be in our state. |In fact, Tom

Di Napoli, the State Conptroller, recently put out
a report staying that we had al ready created one
mllion new jobs in New York State thanks to our
i nvestment and shift to green environnent al

st andards and green energy.

So the opportunities for job
creation from manufacturing of products you and |

m ght never have heard of even yet, are enornous
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inthe future. And | think that if you review
our conpl ete one-house budget you will see we are
heavily, heavily commtted to investing in
climate change and environnmental changes that

wi || absolutely help our manufacturing and our
smal | busi nesses.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

M. President, | guess on the
resolution briefly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
O Mara on the resol ution.

SENATOR O MARA: |"d | ove to spend
t he next hour and a half on the G een New Deal
Senat or, but | have coll eagues that want to ask
guestions. And as that's going to cost
New Yorkers in excess of $300 billion -- and
t hose are nunbers by the proponents of these
changes.

Wth all due respect, with your
response to ny question on what we're doing for
manuf acturers specifically -- specifically,
there's nothing in this one-house budget proposal
to specifically help manufacturers in New York

St at e.
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|"ve been a strong proponent of
manufacturing since ny time in the Legislature.
| believe it's where our numnber-one econom c
devel opnment focus shoul d be, because so many

ot her industries and jobs grow of f of the

manuf act uring sector to provide the opportunities

t hat New Yorkers need so that they can afford the

outrageous costs of living in New York that this
State Legislature continues to foist upon them
maki ng New York State nore and nore unaffordabl e
and adding to the exodus of New Yorkers.

And we're doing nothing to foster
t hat base of manufacturing that should be the
bedrock of our -- of any econony, but
particularly here in New York State, to foster
t he spinoff businesses and jobs that cone with
t hat .

And with that, | will yield ny tine
to my coll eagues, M. President. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator O Mara

Senator Gallivan.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Thank you,
M. President. Wuld the sponsor or appropriate

menber of the Majority yield?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:  Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
it's ny understanding these questions relate to
the health part of the budget, which will be
answered by Senator Rivera.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: That's exactly
what | was going to ask. Thank you
M. President.

The first area | would like to ask
about is the Medicaid global cap that we know was
instituted a nunber of years ago to limt
Medicaid gromh to the 10-year rolling average of
t he nedi cal conponent of the CPlI, which is
cal cul ated at 3 percent right now

The Governor in her budget proposed
a different forrmula for the Medicaid gl obal cap.
The Senate one-house, though, rejects the
extension of the Medicaid global cap -- of the
Governor's proposed extension of the Medicaid
gl obal cap.

Does the Senate one-house put forth
an alternative proposal?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President --
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Gl livan, are you asking the sponsor to yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: | thought |
asked that. And yes, | do, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ri vera, do you yield?

SENATOR RI VERA: | vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Just for
the record, Senator Gallivan, that's all. Thank
you.

SENATOR RI VERA: | vyield.

And t hrough you, M. President.
It's a pleasure to see you, Senator Gallivan

The qui ck answer to your question is
we in the Majority believe -- and | have

certainly been saying this over the | ast couple

of years -- that the creation of the cap was
an -- it was an artificial construct that served
the prior admnistration nore than -- it was nore

of a nessaging tool than a budgetary one. And we
want to do away with it.

And so the current proposal that we
have in front of us, the current resolution, gets
rid of the Medicaid cap altogether.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Wl |
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Senator Rivera -- M. President, would the
Senat or continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ri vera vyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: So if |
understand correctly, the current proposal gets
rid of the Governor's proposed cap on Medicaid
spendi ng.

|s there an alternate proposal to
ensure that there is sone type of check on the
spending in the Medicaid progranf

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, | would say that it -- there never
was such a control. The global cap, as it was
referred to by the prior adm nistration, was not
areal thing. It was referred to as a real

thing; it never really existed in statute. It
existed in the press rel eases and the press
conferences of the Governor, but it did not
actually -- it served as a tool so that they
could actually put noney where they wanted to and

keep noney fromwhere they didn't want it.
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And M. President, 1'll actually go
alittle further and I will just say a general
comment as far as the budget that we -- well,
"1l just say the one-house resolution that we
have in front of us is in reference to a budget
that was already a pretty good one.

And the reason for that,

M. President, was that as opposed to spending,
as ny colleagues will certainly continue to say,
| believe that a | ot of what's happening here is
an investnment. It's an investnment in a |ot of
areas that have seen disinvestnment and austerity
for way too | ong.

So as it relates to this,

M. President, | would say that we are -- we
believe very strongly, and this is why it's in
our one-house budget here, that certainly the
increase in Medicaid that the Governor approved
-- that the Governor proposed in the budget is a
correct anpbunt, at least to start from but that
a cap is no |l onger necessary. And so we excised
it conpletely.

SENATOR GALLI VAN W1l the Senator
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
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Ri vera, do you yield?

SENATOR RI VERA: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ri vera vyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Wel |, thank you
for the response, Senator Rivera.

So how does the Senate one-house, as
it relates to Medicaid spending, ensure
accountability in the spending to ensure that we
limt fraud and waste and any abuse and that the
spendi ng that we are spending for Medicaid is
i ndeed appropri ate?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, we have a -- the state, as I'm
sure that you're aware, has an agency, the OM G
whi ch actually specifically deals with

i nvestigations of fraud and mal f easance in the
Medi caid program And they have been fairly
successful at tinmes to find such things.

So we believe that that is -- that
al ready exists, and we fund it -- | forget at
what |evel exactly. W mght have actually
accepted -- we accepted what the Governor
proposed in the one-house -- in her budget

proposal , because we believe it is inportant to
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fund OM G goi ng forward.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: If | can nove
on, M. President, and ask if the Senator would
continue -- would yield to a question about the
Heal t hcare Transformati on Fund.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ri vera, do you yield?

SENATOR RI VERA: Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: So the budget --
t he Executive Budget transferred a billion
dollars fromthe Ceneral Fund to the Healthcare
Transformati on Account, but yet the Governor
provi ded no details on planned di sbursenents.
Whi ch woul d nean that the Executive had
unilateral authority to spend a billion dollars
on unspecified prograns.

The question is, how does this
one- house budget allocate that billion dollars
fromthe Heal thcare Transformati on Fund?

SENATCR RI VERA: One second,

M. President. (Pause.)
Through you, M. President, it was

actual ly excised fromthe one-house budget
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pr oposal .

SENATCOR GALLI VAN WIl the Senator
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: We know t hat
many of our hospitals across this state are
di stressed. W have a nunber of different
categories that historically the state has
provi ded -- provided funding and support to
hospi tal s.

Does the Senate one-house direct
paynents to hospitals struggling with financi al
| osses that do not currently neet the definition
of "distressed"?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
M. President. The -- one of the issues that has
existed in prior years -- and one of the reasons,
by the way, where | have to turn to this amazing
group of folks who I will identify |later, because

they are certainly responsible for what's in

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1279

here -- is that there's a lot of these funds that
have very simlar nanes, so | always have to
check exactly which ones it is that we're tal king
about .

In this case what | would say is
that in past years there had been -- the actual
categories are kind of hard to define. W
actually have an issue with defining distressed
hospitals. W in this one-house budget proposal
actually attenpt to do that. W attenpt to have
clear definitions of what distressed hospitals
are because we recogni ze -- M. President,

t hrough you -- as ny coll eague says, that there
are hospitals all across the state, not only
downstate but across the entire state, that are
in trouble.

And | would reiterate,

M. President, that a lot of it has to do with
the fact that over the | ast decade the past

adm nistration kind of led with austerity and
there was nore disinvestnent than anything el se.

And so that -- | would say that
this -- that what we do here is try to send
resources to the hospitals that nost need it, and

we'll certainly work along with all of ny
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col | eagues to nake sure that we can identify
whi ch institutions those are and nake sure that
we can support them accordingly.

SENATCOR GALLI VAN W1l the Senator
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ri vera, do you yield? Senator Rivera, do you
yi el d?

SENATOR RI VERA: | indeed will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ri vera vyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: | s the Senator
able to, at this point in time, share with us how
t he one-house can or will define "distressed" as
it relates to hospital s?

(Pause.)

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President. And this, by the way, is why,
agai n, you surround yourself with people that are
smarter than you, because they obviously know it
off the top of their head. Al good people right
here.

But through you, M. President, we
actually define it in terns of the population

that is served by that particular hospital, by a
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certain percentage of Medicaid population. And
the plan to actually -- as far as our budget, as
our one-house proposal states, the way that it
woul d be actually -- the billion dollars that we
actually all ocated in our one-house woul d be

di stri buted, disbursed, based on this definition
of distressed hospitals based on Medicaid
popul ati on, but based on a plan to be approved by
t he Speaker and the Majority Leader of the
Senat e.

SENATCOR GALLI VAN W1l the Senator
continue to yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ri vera, do you yield?

SENATOR RI VERA: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ri vera vyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: Al ong those
lines -- and the Senator alluded to this, the
various definitions that have been created over
time -- we have sole conmunity hospitals and
critical access hospitals. They've also been hit
very hard by the pandem c

How does your budget i ncrease

funding to these hospitals or hel p these
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hospi tal s?

(Pause.)

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, we actually -- as | stated
earlier, the amount that we've allocated in the
one- house budget proposal is a billion for these
types of hospitals. And it would -- dependi ng on
the definition that we currently have in our
proposal, it would actually include all of the --
potentially include the institutions that you

j ust nentioned.

SENATCOR GALLI VAN W1l the Senator
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATCR RI VERA: Yes, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: So if |
understand correctly, then, we had these
different definitions in the past, and |I'm asking
based on the different definitions.

So now, as we nove forward, a
di stressed hospital and a sole comunity hospital

and a critical access hospital will all be
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treated the same as far as being provided relief
with the billion dollars allocated towards this?

(Pause.)

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President. The answer is that they would not
be treated -- all the institutions will be
treated according to what their needs actually
are. So they will all have access to the fund,
but certainly those institutions that are nore in
need are nore likely to receive nore funding.

SENATCOR GALLI VAN W1l the Senator
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
Senat or continue to yield?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR GALLI VAN How does this
one- house programthat the Senator describes --
how will it actually determ ne which hospitals
are in which need? Wat paraneters will be used
to determ ne the need? And then once that's
done, how will the noney be allocated?

(Pause.)
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SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
M. President. The way that it will work is that
there will be -- we work along -- neaning we, the
Senate Majority, as well as the Speaker -- would
work along with the Departnent of Health, based
on the definition, as |I've stated earlier, that
relates to the anount -- the percentage of
Medi cai d popul ati on.

And by the way, | should linger on
this for a second. It is clear that if
sonmeone -- that there is a Medicaid patient that
goes to a particular healthcare institution, then
that institution will get reinbursed for the
services that are provided, depending on the
paynent nodality. But obviously Medicaid rates,
as everybody knows, are exceedingly low. So any
institution that has a high percentage of
Medi cai d population will be an institution that
is in distress.

| certainly can speak for
St. Barnabas Hospital, which is in the mddle of
my district. Over 95 percent of the fol ks that
go there are Medicaid patients, and therefore
this is an institution that is constantly in

di stress.
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So as far -- so that is the -- as
far as the definition. And as far as the
determ nation of howit will actually get to who
it will go to, based on the need, we will work --
the Denocratic Majority and the Speaker's office
will work along with the Departnment of Health to
determ ne where exactly this noney needs to go.
And we again will -- it will correspond to the
need that is particular to each institution.

SENATCOR GALLI VAN W1l the Senator
continue to yield, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
Senat or continue to yield?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: | have yet one
nore category. Rural hospitals struggle for many
of the sane reasons, but also sone additional
reasons. \Where do rural hospitals fit as it
relates to these other types of hospitals in need
t hat we' ve di scussed?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, it actually -- regardless of where
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the hospital is, certainly I've -- first of all,
| should tell you |l certainly recognize -- |'ve
had the opportunity to visit a few rural
hospitals across the state. | believe -- nmaybe
some of them have been in your district. And
certainly I've learned a | ot about the way that
these institutions struggle in different ways
than the ones that do in urban settings like the
ones that serve ny conmunity.

So we will -- we were obviously
saying if there is a high need, that we want to
make sure that we give themresources. And
that's precisely what that 1 billion is there
for, to nake sure that it can be directed to
institutions, whether they be rural, urban or
subur ban, that have hi gh needs.

(Laughter from outside the chanber.)

SENATOR RI VERA: Apparently that
person didn't believe nme. No, | nmean it, bro.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR GALLI VAN WI 1l the Senator
continue to yield, M. President, for a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
Senat or continue to yield?

SENATOR RI VERA: | do,
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M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ri vera vyi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: The Senat or
menti oned Medi cai d reinmbursenents that we al
know are very low. For hospitals, my belief is
while in the past several years we had tal ked
about their rate -- reinbursenent rate being at
67 cents on the dollar, now the various hospitals
and their organizations represent the fact that
the rei mbursenment rate is 61 percent {sic} on the
dol | ar.

We know t hat the Executive's
proposal and the one-house reinstated a
1.5 percent cut fromthe prior
adm nistration and, if |I'mnot m staken, added 1
percent in the way of reinbursenents. That noves
it up to 62 percent. And it really raises the
guestion about, you know, howis this
sust ai nabl e, and how are our hospitals going to
be able to survive?

The question is does the one-house
address the significant disparity in the funding
as it relates to rei nbursement versus cost? And

if not, what can we do as a body, going forward,
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to help our hospitals so that they're getting
rei nbursed for the services that's they're
providing all of our constituents?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, this is a key question. And it is
a key question that, as | -- something that |
stated earlier that 1'll repeat, and I|"|
reiterate as many tines as necessary. W have a
| ot of catching up to do after 10 years of
austerity across the state, not only as rel ates
to hospitals in the Medicaid system but that's
the one that we're tal king about today.

And what the Governor proposed, and
what the one-house budget proposal does on top of
what the Governor proposed, is a first step in
the direction of actually solving that. One of
the things that we are -- that is currently being
di scussed relates to potentially special rates
for particular hospitals that are high needs, to
have enhanced Medicaid rates. There's all sorts
of conversations that are happening right now
about the stability of these institutions in the
long term And that's sonething, unfortunately,
we can't fix overnight.

So | would say that the fact that we
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went back, as you nmentioned correctly -- that the
Governor's proposal actually brought up the cut

t hat had happened | ast year, it brought us back
to zero and then it went up 1 percent -- there
wer e conversations about whet her we shoul d accept
t hat, whether we should go for nore. W agreed
to accept the 1 percent increase.

And there's a lot of other stuff
that we did, as | nentioned; sonme of the capital
fundi ng, some of the distressed hospital nopney
that we tal ked about, et cetera. All of these
t hings are about trying to go back on what has
been at | east a decade of disinvestnent and
austerity for institutions that serve the nost
vul nerabl e across the state.

So this is what we are seeing in
t hi s one-house proposal, and there's a whol e host
of other things that | hope that you will ask
about or one of your colleagues will ask about,
that we feel incredibly proud of and we think are
first steps in actually getting us back to
institutions that, again, serve the nost
vul nerabl e, that can actually be stable and don't
have to conme back to the state every coupl e of

years for rescue.
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SENATCOR GALLI VAN M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Gal I'i van.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: | have, 1 think,
just one nore question. 1'd like to ask many,
many nore questions, but we are limted in tine.
But | do have one nore question if the Senator
woul d continue -- would yield for it.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ri vera, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR RI VERA: | think I will
yield once nore, yes, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senator thinks he will yield. The sponsor
yi el ds.

SENATOR GALLI VAN: So the Senat or
has tal ked about, anong other things -- but we
focused a | ot on these hospitals in need,

di stressed, old definition or new definition,
community hospitals, rural hospitals, critical

access hospitals. And while it likely includes

nore than that, we focused on the billion dollars
that's set aside, which will be wel coned by these
hospitals. | nean, no question about it.

Al'l of us represent constituents
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across the state that have been affected by this.
And it's very likely that not one of us has a
hospital in our district -- hasn't heard fromthe
hospitals on the problens that those hospitals
have. And of course those districts -- or those
hospitals are located in nost every district
across the state, those that are represented by a
menber of the Majority or a nmenber of the
Mnority.

And we had heard fromthe Senator
that as we nove forward with this billion
dollars, that the plan nowis that the Majority
Leader, the Speaker of the Assenbly will discuss
this with the Governor and ultimately allocate
t hat fundi ng.

The question | have is given that
menbers of the Majority -- the Mnority, rather,
represent hospitals, and there's a direct effect
on their community, what role will the Mnority
play in allocating this spending over the course
of the next fiscal year?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, | believe that -- this is
obvi ously sonething that | absolutely recognize.

| renmenber when | becane a nenber of the Majority
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and the chair of the Health Conmttee, it was
very clear to me that the job was actually to
govern for the entire state and to -- obviously,
as it relates to the healthcare system we serve
every New Yorker, regardless of where they live,
what party they're from ethnicity, you know,
immgration status, et cetera. So we have to try
to make a systemthat serves all of them

So what | can tell you is that the
definition that we created we believe actually
includes -- it includes category -- it includes a
set of criteria that can be inplenmented across
the state regardl ess of where that hospital is.

And what you have -- through you
M. President -- that | give a conmtnent to you
and to nmy coll eagues that certainly not only
nmysel f but nost inportantly, our Majority Leader,
cares deeply about the entire state. And that
the process, which will be transparent and wil|
rely on the definitions that we create -- and
ultimately | should say, obviously, this is a
one- house budget proposal. Right? W have not
made it to the final, final budget.

But we will fight to include this or

as much of it as possible -- this is the process,
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right -- in the final budget, because we want to
make sure that we actually create a set of
criteria which can include any hospital or any
entity across the state that has these needs.

And then we are commtted to make sure that we
have a transparent process, to nake sure that the
resources go to where they are needed.

So | believe that we -- you know, |
believe that through the definition that we have
created and the process that we are putting
forward, that we'll be able to do that, again, in
a transparent manner. W will make sure that any
institution that has the needs across the state,
regardl ess of where it is, receives the funding.

SENATOR GALLI VAN l'd like to
thank -- M. President, I'd like to thank the
Senat or for responding to the questions.

| wll -- that's all that | have for
now. | will yield nmy time to ny coll eagues and
ultimately speak later in explaining nmy vote.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Gallivan.

Senat or Cber acker.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,
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M. President.

| plan on asking just a coupl e of
gui ck questions. The first subject would be the
expansi on of the Essential Plan that covers the
undocument ed popul ations. This is in --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
ber acker, are you asking the sponsor to yield?

SENATOR OBERACKER: -- the health
area of the budget. |[|'msorry, yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: So in the
health area, are you asking the sponsor to yield?

SENATOR OBERACKER: |"masking if
t he sponsor woul d yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ri vera, do you yield?

SENATOR RI VERA: And t he sponsor
yi el ds, yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you.
It's still nmy first tinme here, so give ne a --
yes, so thank you

So with that, the proposal provides
coverage on the Essential Plan for undocunented

i ndi viduals, those ineligible for the federal
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financial participation in the basic health
programon the basis of immgration status. This
is with a household inconme bel ow 250 percent of
the federal poverty line.

The Senate one-house bill expands
the Essential Plan to undocunented inmm grants
and, under the current |aw, permanently residing
under col or of |aw populations. M question, if
the Senator would yield --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you.

Question one is if we pass this
proposal, why would the federal governnent ever
agree to cover the expansion and federal matching
funds for the Essential Plan for -- the Essenti al
Plan, Child Health Plus and Medicaid if we are
showing that we are willing to cover the
popul ati on anyway w t hout their participation?

(Pause.)

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President. |I'mglad, M. President, that
this is sonething that is being brought up

And first -- and actually, just for

the record, M. President, | want to thank
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Senat or Cberacker, who referred to these fol ks as
undocunent ed peopl e, undocunented persons. Sone
of ny coll eagues sonetines use ot her term nol ogy
that is not human. So |I'mvery glad that you did
that, sir.

Now, the answer to the question is
this woul d be an extension of the Essential Plan
to an undocunented popul ation, right. These are
folks -- this would be only state noney, so there
woul d be no federal match. It is currently --
right, this is not funded at the federal |evel
If there are services that are provided to
undocunent ed people, it is not funded through
f ederal noney.

But we believe, M. President, that
it is absolutely essential to do. And I'Il give
you a couple of reasons. Nunber one, as |
nmenti oned earlier, these undocunented people are
still people. The fact is that they will get
sick. The fact is, M. President, they are
getting sick. And as opposed to soneone el se who
m ght have access to primary care, they have to
wait until they have to go to the energency room
And maybe they just ignore that pain that has

been in their stomach for the |ast four or five
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days, they'll ignore it. |If it goes away, they
won't actually go to the energency room because
they figure it's -- it's putting nyself at risk,
it is potentially incurring costs, et cetera,

et cetera.

So the fact is that there's
energency Medicaid noney that is al ready being
used, state noney that is being spent on the care
of these individuals.

By extending the Essential Plan to
these folks, we will actually -- they wll
actually have primary care, which will allow them
to be able to have the type of coverage,

M. President, that many of us take for granted.
And anong ot her things, secure for thensel ves
primary care, potentially, which nmeans that they
will be able to identify conditions that are
chronic earlier. They will just be healthier.
And this will not only save us noney,

M. President, but also make |ives better for

t hose individuals, their famlies and the
comunities that they're in.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the Senator continue to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RI VERA: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you.

So what is the plan should the
federal governnment ever elimnate funding for the
Essential Plan because of this expansion?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President. | would like the Senator to
clarify his question, because | am unaware of a
situation in which the federal governnment has
decided to -- because | believe, if | understand
correctly, that what he is positing is that if
there is an expansi on of something that is
strictly -- for which strictly state funds are
used, that the federal governnent mght see this
as sone sort of insult and therefore say, W're
not going to cover the federal share of fol ks who
are eligible for federal funds.

| don't understand the question,

M. President, if he could clarify.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

Senat or, having yielded, is asking you to
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rephrase your question, Senator Cberacker.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Sure. 1'd be
nore than happy to. Thank you.

So as a businessnman, the netrics
that | am-- as | understand them if New York
noves to cover all of the undocunented under the
Essential Plan, the federal governnment has no
reason to participate, maintain and expand
federal funding for other health insurance
progranms because we, as the state, are show ng
that we are willing to cover the popul ation
anyway with state-only funding.

So the question becones why would --
what is the -- through you, M. President, why
woul d the federal governnent then ever continue
if we are showing as a state that we're willing
to fund these individual s?

SENATOR RI VERA: M. President, |
feel that I'mstill a little confused by the
guestion, but I'lIl try to answer it.

This is a population that the
federal government has already told us they wll
not cover. As a matter of fact, another part of
our one-house budget proposal relates to the

expansi on of Medicaid for birthing people for up
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to a year after they have given birth. Wich in
our version -- not in the Governor's version, but
in our version -- includes undocumented fol ks.
And yet again, this is actually sonething that
we' re using state funds for.

So I'mnot sure that | understand
the question. |[If the federal governnment is not
going to give us federal share for a particular
popul ation, they're just not going to give us

federal share for a particular popul ation.

SENATOR OBERACKER: "1l nove on,
if that's okay. | believe |I've got enough -- and
we can speak offline, | think, nore appropriately

than here today. So thank you for that answer,
Senat or .

Through you, M. President, would
t he Senator continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR RI VERA: Absol utel y.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Okay. The
sponsor's neno for the original |egislation

stated that the budget is neutral. How -- if you
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can hel p expand upon that, how is that possible?
SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor could produce

this -- I"msorry, not the sponsor, apol ogies.

| f Senator Cberacker could produce the neno that

he's referring to, because |I'mpretty sure that

in none of our -- we knowthat it is not
budget-neutral. As a matter of fact it is

absol utely budget not neutral, | guess is the way
to say it.

It obviously is an expenditure, but
| will once again say that as opposed to an
expenditure it's actually an investnment. As
we' re saying, we are expanding the Essential Plan
to a population that currently has no access to
heal th i nsurance unless they can pay for it
out - of - pocket. Right? Unless they are wealthy,
in which case they can pay for whatever they
want .

But if we're tal king about fol ks who
are within 250 percent of the federal poverty
| evel, we are tal king about a popul ation that
obviously is in need of sonme |evel of care.
Because as | stated earlier, they are people,

they will get sick.
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So the meno | am sure woul d show
that. As a matter of fact -- see, this is again
why you surround yourself with good, smart
people. And down at the bottom "Fiscal

| mplications,” you mght be referring to it -- if
you're referring to a neno that is not the
current one, which I'mlooking at, then if you
woul d show it. But the nenp that is currently
for Bill S1572, "Fiscal Inplications: The cost
to the state to acconplish this goal is estinmated
to be approximately $345 mllion. The state wll
be saving close to the sane anbunt in emergency
Medi cai d spending. Eligible individuals will be
payi ng small prem um anounts to contribute to

their coverage." Thank you so mnuch

So in other words, the nenp that we

currently have clearly establishes a fiscal -- so
"' m not sure which one -- through you,
M. President -- you're referring to

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you for
the clarification on that, Senator. | wll take
that with ne.

Wul d the -- through you,

M. President, would the Senator continue to

yi el d.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ri vera, do you yield?

SENATOR RI VERA: | ndeed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR OBERACKER: So as a
foll owup, are there estimates of how much this
will cost in the future noving forward?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President. The anount that we have in our
one- house budget proposal -- the anount that we
put in in the one-house budget proposal is an
amount of 345 mllion, which accounts -- which
amounts to what we believe will be about

46 percent of the total nunber of folks --

46, 000, apol ogi es.

There are a total, M. President --
right now, according to our analysis or according
to the analysis of fol ks who are supporting this
pi ece of legislation, there are a total of
154,000 potential eligible people. |In other
words, folks that fit within the criteria, that
don't have a legal immgration status and fit
within the criteria as far as federal poverty

| evel .
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O those -- as we know, no program
has 100 percent use. Even if sonmeone is
eligible, the idea that 100 percent of the fol ks
who are eligible for any program-- that has
never happened.

And according to our best estinates,
we're saying -- we're thinking that about 46, 000
peopl e of those 154,000 will avail thensel ves of
this program which conmes to a cost of
345 mllion.

But 1'll say again, this is al nost
as nmuch as we will be saving because we are not
going to be using it on energency Medicaid
anynor e.

And | would rem nd everyone that
providing fol ks primary care and naki ng sure that
they use it is actually a great way to save noney
in the long term Because if sonebody has
primary care -- let's say sonebody has di abet es,
has asthma, has any other types -- has cancer.
Any of these types of ailnments, M. President,
can be identified if someone has access to
primary care, as opposed to having to rely on
ener gency care.

So that nmeans that not only their
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lives will be better, but that we will save nobney
because, as opposed to havi ng sonmebody having to
deal with, let's say, God forbid, an anputation
because of diabetes that has not been
di agnosed -- being able to diagnose it, take care
of it on a regular basis neans that those
folks -- not only their lives will be better, but
we will save noney in the systemoverall.

So even though | couldn't give you,
at this particular nmonent, outside of the
345 mllion that has been allocated in our
one- house proposal, | could certainly -- we could
certainly do an outyear type of analysis and
provide it to you, sir.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,
Senat or .

SENATOR RI VERA: Absol utel y.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thr ough you,
M. President, would the Senator continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR RI VERA: Si.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor continues to yield.
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SENATOR OBERACKER: Changi ng up a
little bit nowto an area that of course is near
and dear to ny heart, EMS funding.

So sone of the background on Part F
of the HWH bill proposes nodernization to
energency nedi cal services, including training
progranms. However, rural comunities, of which
represent a large portion of, are still suffering
froma shortage of EMS workers.

So through you, M. President, does
this budget in any way hel p increase the nunber
of rural EMS?

(Pause.)

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, we believe that -- first of all
"1l refer to nmy earlier corments as far as

10 years of disinvestnent and austerity neans

that we can't flip the boat around in just one
year. W're certainly going to try.

And what we did in our one-house
budget proposal is that as relates to energency
nmedi cal services, not only did we add a mllion
to what the Governor had all ocated for training
pur poses, but we al so accepted sone of the

changes that we believe will indeed not only
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provide stability but potentially provide us --
gi ve us an opportunity to have nore emnergency
medi cal technicians across the state.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,
Senat or .

Through you, M. President, would
t he Senator continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCR RI VERA: Yes, sir.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you.

| s there any consideration into
maki ng EMS an essential service? And if so, why
isn't it in the -- proposed in this budget?

(Pause.)

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,
M. President. One of the things that we are
certainly doing is we are accepting a
redefinition of emergency nedical services that
isin Part F -- hold on, Section 7. Again, did
you hear that? Section 7. I1'mtelling you, man,
it's good to have these fol ks here -- which has

not been done in over a decade.
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And we believe that this actually
will go a long way towards kind of centering this
inthe way that it is essential in different
parts of the state, certainly like in rura
communi ti es.

I n subdivision 1 of Section 3001 of
the Public Health Law, as nentioned in
Chapter 804 of the Laws of 1992 -- which is what
Section 7 is -- enmergency nedi cal service neans
care of a person to and from and between a
person's hone, scene of injury, et cetera,
et cetera. And it specifically includes
“conmuni ty paranedi ci ne care."

So we believe that this definition,
whi ch agai n has not been changed in quite a
while, goes a |long way towards doing just what
you feel needs to be done in that regard.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you.

Through you, M. President, would
t he Senator continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
Senat or continue to yield?

SENATCR RI VERA: | continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR OBERACKER: Senat or, thank
you so rmuch for that. | am encouraged to hear
you say that. Anything since 1992 | think should
be | ooked at nore readily and under a m croscope.
So agai n, thank you.

Through you, M. President, does
t his budget increase Medicaid rates for EMS
service? And do you believe that the Medicaid
transportation rates for anbul ance services are
adequate for upstate New York and rural regions?

SENATOR RI VERA: Thr ough you,

M. President, the across-the-board -- the uncut,
if -- or the restoration. That is a technical
term "Uncut" is not a word.

The restoration -- the restoration

of these funds is across the board, which

i ncl udes everything related to Medicaid,

i ncluding transportation. And then we added

1 percent on top of that -- in other words, we

accepted the Governor's proposal to do 1 percent

above that, and that is across the board.
SENATCOR OBERACKER: M. President,

| would like to thank -- I'mfinished with ny

guestions. | would like to thank Senator Rivera
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for his detailed questions {sic}, and | too wll
reserve ny speaking on ny vote at a later tine.

| would Iike to now take ny tinme and
extend that out to our next -- who do we have
com ng up here?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anaris -- thank you. Thank you, Senator
Ober acker .

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you.
M. President, just for planning purposes, we
do -- | want to notify nenbers we do intend to
honor the agreed-upon two-hour limt on the
debate on this resol ution.

There are eight additional menbers
who want to debate this bill, and less than a
hal f-hour till 4:12, which is the two-hour limt.
W' ve been through three nenbers, so if you
figure out the math you' re averagi ng a hal f-hour
per menber, and you have ei ght nore nenbers,
which is not going to nake it.

So pl ease act accordingly. W don't
want to cut people off, but if we reach the
limt, we will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
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you, Senator G anaris.
Senat or Pal unbo.
SENATCR RI VERA: M. President,
30 seconds --
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ri vera, you can explain your --
SENATOR RI VERA: Thirty seconds.
Jorge Rivera, Jam e Salm Donavan
Bori ngton, Carolyn Sheridan, Jonathan Lang,
Chris Hi ggins, Lekeya Martin, Anissa Martinez,
Al exandrea Nuwer, and Tony Kergaravat. Those are
the folks that are smarter than nme that did this.
Thank you, M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank you
for the recognition of our staff, Senator Rivera.
SENATOR PALUMBO (I naudible) --
M. President, application for a credit for
Senator G anaris and Senator Rivera's tine?
(Laughter.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Pal unbo with a five-second credit.
SENATOR PALUVMBO Wbul d t he sponsor
or a colleague yield for sone questions on public
protection, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
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Krueger will be yielding. Senator Krueger, do
you -- Senator Krueger is in the position. Do
you yield, Senator Krueger?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do yield.
Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Krueger vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUMBO Thank you,
Senat or Krueger. And I'll nove as quickly as |
can.

Does this Senate one-house include
any provisions or anendnents or changes to the
bai|l reform statute?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No.

SENATOR PALUVMBO WIIl you yield
for another question?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCOR PALUMBO Senat or, does
t hi s one-house contain any provisions that would
all ow judicial discretion with respect to bai
ref or nf?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No. This is a

budget docunent, so we didn't do policy issues

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1313

here.

SENATOR PALUMBO, Certainly. Wuld

you yield for another question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUMBO. ell, |
appreci ate that, Senator Krueger, but |I'm now
going to ask you about the policy that's in this
one-house bill, if you don't mnd. GCkay?
Because we do that quite often here.

And with respect to the Cean Slate

section in Public Protection -- | believe it's
Part A and AA -- there were sone changes made
where -- and I'll just read the section quickly:

"The Senate nodifies the Executive proposal to
seal crimnal records three years after the
expiration of the maxi mum sentence for

m sdeneanors and seven years after ... felonies.
The Senate advances | anguage that woul d

i mredi ately seal records three years after the
rel ease from custody” on m sdenmeanors and seven

years on fel onies.
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So the clock now starts, based upon
t hi s one-house proposal, upon soneone's rel ease
fromcustody. And naybe an exanple woul d hel p.
Sonmeone's sentenced to five to 15 years, for
exanpl e, on a nmansl aughter second degree. The
cl ock, under the Governor's proposal, would start

at 15 when they're rel eased from parol e.

This bill -- and please correct ne
if I"'mwong -- this proposal would have the
clock start at five years in that exanple. |Is

t hat accurate?

(Pause.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: l"mgoing to try
to get this correct. Under the proposal we have
i n our one-house, the sealing can begin after
they | eave prison, but they are not going to be
conpletely sealed until the 15-year nark

SENATOR PALUVMBO Ckay. Woul d you
yield for another question?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR PALUVMBO Ckay, thank you,
Senator. And that just -- that clarification was
important, | believe, because in the Executive
Budget, since it didn't start until you're
rel eased from probation or parole, this would
now -- it made that sonmewhat anbi guous because it
would -- since it starts, it's just tolled until
the end of their rel ease from supervision, is
t hat accurate?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Seal i ng cannot
occur when a person is on probation, parole, or
comunity supervision. So it does not get
conpleted until any and all of those are
conpl et ed.

SENATOR PALUMBO CGot it. Thank
you for clarifying that.

Wul d you yield for another
guestion?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Certainly.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO s this going to

apply retroactively to current convictions?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you. Wuld
you yield for another question?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yield? Does the sponsor yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR PALUMBO Can an i ndi vi dual
t ake advantage of this sealing provision nore
t han once on multiple convictions? So for
exanple, as we've seen within a lot of the news
stories recently, some people have 20, 30, 40
crimnal convictions. |If they' re outside of
seven years, are all of those seal ed?

SENATOR KRUEGER: There's no cap on
t he nunber of convictions, so there's no cap on
this. Although it sounds |like we wouldn't get
around to sealing anything until hundreds of
years |later, does it?

SENATOR PALUVMBO Well, would you
yield for another question?

SENATOR KRUECGER: Yes, of course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senator. So by way of followup, is there a
curmul ative count that it's seven years for each
charge? O is it just seven years fromthe nost
recent case?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So it's seven
years fromthe nost recent felony conviction. So
a new conviction puts you back in square one.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Ckay, thank you.
Wul d you yield for another question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Ckay, thank you,
Senator. So it would be just for newer ones,
nore recent ones, but all the old ones would be
wr apped up and seal ed, just so I'mclear,
correct?

(Pause.)

SENATOR KRUECGER: You' d need to
have no felony convictions in seven years. So

it's not like they start the count for sealing
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one, but then you get another felony but you
still get to get sealing on the earlier. That
doesn't work that way.

SENATCOR PALUMBO | under st and
t hat .

SENATOR KRUEGER: So -- okay.

SENATOR PALUMBO Thank you,
Senator. And would you yield for another
guestion, just one nore on --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | do,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUMBO Thank you. And |
guess just to clarify, that would be -- it
woul dn't apply to old ones, only new ones is what
| understand it to be, and | think that's what
you j ust expl ai ned.

My next question is regarding the
unl awful discrimnatory practice section. That
Part AA woul d make it an unlawful discrimnatory
practice for any person, agency, bureau,

corporation or association to inquire about
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whet her any of form of application or otherw se
were to act upon adversely to the individual
i nvol ved in a conviction which is seal ed.

So this prohibits anyone -- and ny
guestion to you is any one agency, does this also
apply to schools, does it apply to | aw
enforcement? Because | believe the Executive
Budget at |east carved out |aw enforcenent.

But school districts, | know under
the current | aw you can ask if someone's been
arrested in very limted circunstances |ike for
physi ci ans, for |lawers, we're asked, for certain
| aw enf orcenent positions.

So does this elimnate that

entirely? Can you clarify that for ne, please?

(Pause.)
SENATOR KRUEGER: If the job you're
applying for -- let's say as a teacher --

requi res a background check, the background check
will show the record. But if you' re not applying
for a job that does require background checks,
then your record is sealed for those types of
j obs.

SENATOR PALUVMBO WIIl you yield

for one nore question.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield for another question?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Absol utely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUMBO. Senat or Krueger,
in that situation, then, if someone's applying to
be a bus driver for a school district and al
their convictions are seal ed, are you saying the
school woul d have access to those? Say, for
exanple, for DW convictions?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So a bus driving
j ob has review through the DW system and the
DW system woul d conti nue to show t hese
convi cti ons.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Ckay, do you

yield for one nore question? | think --
(Overtal k.)
SENATCOR PALUMBO -- | understand
t hat .

SENATOR KRUEGER: She's very

bel i evabl e.
SENATOR PALUMBO.  Right. Right.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

Krueger, do you yield for another question?
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SENATOR KRUEGER: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUMBO. So wi t hout
bel aboring that point, so that if it's not found
t hrough the DW system then ultimately that's
sonmet hing that you would not be entitled to in
the event you're | ooking for someone as a driver;
correct?

(Pause.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: School bus
drivers require a fingerprint check as well, so
they would still have access to those records in
addition to what the DW system col |l ects.

SENATCOR PALUMBO Good to know.
|"mgoing to go to another section, if |I can ask
you one nore question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are you
aski ng the sponsor to yield, Senator Palunbo?

SENATOR PALUMBO Yes, | am
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1322

sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR PALUMBCO | have here in
t he Governor's budget, which | guess was
ot herwi se adopt ed, based on the | anguage of the
one-house, "In any civil action an official
record of a conviction that has been seal ed,
pursuant to this section, may not be introduced
as evidence of negligence agai nst any person or
entity that provided enploynent, contract |abor
or services, volunteer work," et cetera.

Wth respect to that section, so in
t he event soneone hires sonmeone who is, for
exanpl e, abusive to children or otherw se has
seal ed crimnal convictions, and then ultimately
they do it again to an enployee, in a negligent
hiring case you are not allowed to admt the
evi dence of the prior conviction that the
enpl oyer disregarded. And for exanple, say it
even cane through -- by way of a newspaper story.
That's inadm ssible as a result of this |anguage.

Can you clarify that or tell ne if
"' m w ong?

(Pause.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: "1l try to get

this one right. The enployer could not be
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found -- or charged in a civil case because if
t hey went | ooking for records that were not
avai l able to them they did not know anyt hi ng
about this enployee. Hence, they don't have a
liability.

But if the enployee is brought up in
a civil case, then those records are available to
whoever is bringing the case, and it can be used
against themif they |lied about anything, and for
the actions that they took.

SENATOR PALUVMBO Thank you,
Senator. W're short on tine, so l'mgoing to
| eave sone tinme for ny colleagues. | have no
further questions. Thank you for answering.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
much.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrell o.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President, |
have a question on nmental health. Should I --
will the sponsor yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
Senator yield for a question on nmental health?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | certainly will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
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Krueger vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

| stood here a year ago when we were
di scussing this chanber watering down --
strengthening Kendra's Law in |ast year's budget.
And as you may know, Kendra Webdal e was a friend
of mne. She grewup inthe little town of
Fredonia where | grew up. And it rocked our
comunity when she was pushed in front of that
subway train.

And | said on the floor "I hope this
never happens again." And tragically, we stand
here a year later and we have Mchelle Go who
died in the exact manner, with a person who
shoul d not have been out on the streets. And
we' ve seen an increase in nental health viol ence
here in New York State in this past year.

Very tragically, we're standing here
agai n.

And |'m | ooking at this one-house
budget, and we were going to renew in the
Governor's budget Kendra's Law for five years,
and the one-house budget, the Senate one-house,

only renews it for one year. The Assenbly is
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keeping it at five years. Wiy will we only renew
it for one year?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you for the
guestion. | think we're keeping it for one year
because we recognize it's not a perfect |aw and
that we need to do nore things. And so we didn't
want to do a five-year extension and just say
we're done for five years. Because we, |ike you,
bel i eve we need to be doi ng nore.

What we did learn in researching
Kendra's Law is it is very rarely used in a
situation as the exanple you gave recently from
New York City and sone of the many other tragic
vi ol ent cases involving nentally ill honel ess
people. In fact, Kendra's Law is
di sproportionately used by fam |y nenbers who go
to court to get an AOT -- is it AOT? Thank
you -- and not used at all when it cones to the
i ssues of honel ess peopl e w thout any connections
with their famlies or with any kinds of
comunity institutions.

So we really do believe that we not
only need to continue the protections that we
al ready have in Kendra's Law, but that they're

not adequate and we need to figure out sone
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changes in our |laws specifically when it conmes to

mentally ill people who have -- again, | need to
say for the record, M. President, | do not
believe that nost nentally ill people are ever

going to be violent. M conference does not
believe that nost nentally ill people are ever
going to be violent.

We're tal king about a subuniverse of
peopl e who, particularly perhaps when they are
not on neds that they need because they have no
services being offered to them or no assi stance,
no healthcare -- that these are the popul ati on we
need to actually be comng up with better and
nore effective nodels. And those are not putting
themin jail, they are not throwing themin an
energency room for 24 hours and rel easing them
This is tal king about getting them actual
psychiatric services and care with residential
facilities. Because again, we're tal king about
di sproportionately honel ess and nentally ill.

So there are all kinds of program
nodel s. W don't believe Kendra's Law addresses
the issues we're seeing in New York City right
now and, | amtold, in several other places in

the state. So we don't want anything to sunset,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1327

we just want to focus nore on it rather than
doing a five-year extension and thinking we took
care of everything, because that woul d not take
care of everything.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Krueger vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO | appreciate
that answer. Unfortunately, New York State has
sumarily shut down institutions that could
actually hel p people, and now our streets have
become nental institutions.

And while it's a small percentage of
people, keep in mnd, crine in general is a small
percentage of the population, but it still rocks
our conmunities. And so | don't know that that's
necessarily the right answer.

But you brought up AOTs. You know,
we're trying to do things to strengthen our
ability to ensure that people that have nental

health crises can be held. Yet we are taking out
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the ability for a physician to actually testify
at an AOT hearing to ensure that those people are
kept. So why would we do that?
(Pause.)
SENATOR KRUEGER: W aren't
al |l owi ng Zoom testinony, is nmy understanding.
SENATOR BORRELLO Yes, that's
correct. We've allowed it here for the last two

years, but now we can't do it?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Vell, | think
there's a concern about a -- I'msorry, through
you, M. President, | think there's some concern

about psychiatric eval uati on when you' ve not
actually nmet or dealt with the person

But | just want to clarify the first
points you nmade. W are putting in $220 mllion
nore for psychiatric beds and supportive housing
beds -- 20 mllion? |I'msorry. Let's try
20 mllion for 200 psychiatric beds. Wich is
not 220 mllion, which is the nunber | would
prefer personally.

And there's a commitnment by the
state to revisit reopening psychiatric beds that
t hey have cl osed over the | ast nunber of years.

You know, | don't think you and |
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are very apart on this issue at all. In ny city
we believe we have 1,000 fewer residential beds
for people with psychiatric illness now than

ei ght years ago. And that -- so you wonder why
are there so many people on the streets with
nowhere to go, suffering so painfully and putting
others at risk? Because we took away the pl aces
they used to be able to go.

So we need to reinvest in
psychi atric beds and to have various options for
peopl e who are in different places and have
di fferent needs.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Senat or Krueger,
you're right, we aren't far apart on this. But,
you know, it's the actions that |I'm concerned
about. Twenty million dollars to create
200 beds -- | lost 20 in ny community al one just

inthe last two years. So | think it's woefully
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i nadequat e.

So why are we not strengthening
that? And in fact, why aren't we using
Senator Savino's bill, 8508, as a nodel to do
exactly that, to invest in and strengthen our
nmental health | aws?

SENATOR KRUEGER: She's just put in
her new bill, and she's circulating it. And we
still have time to explore that before the end of
session. Thank you, Senator Savino.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President, |
will yield the rest of my tine.

Thank you, Senator Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Borrello.

Senat or Rat h.

SENATOR RATH: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor yield for sone
guestions on el ections?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yield for questions on el ections?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Sorry. Sorry,
M. President. O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1331

Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR RATH: Thank you. | wll
be brief, and I'll try to be seated.

Thi s budget allocates an additi onal
$10 million for BOE assi stance, the one-house
proposal. 1Is all of this intended to aid those
of fices who are inplenenting early voting
requi renents across New York State?

SENATOR KRUEGER: One nonent as our
vot er person shows up

(Pause; off the record.)

SENATOR RATH: Thr ough you,

M. President, tinme out.

SENATOR KRUEGER: We'll bring in
the big guns for you, don't worry.

Did | hear you correctly,
$10 million specifically for --

SENATOR RATH: (I naudi bl e.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: And your ask is
for what it's being used for?

SENATOR RATH: Wether it is being
used for early voting requirenents.

(Pause.)

SENATCOR RATH: M. President, we're

still on the clock?

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1332

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
second charge, tinme out.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR RATH: Can we go to the
booth for that one?

SENATOR KRUEGER: You win the prize
for how many staff can we find to help ne.

And the answer is no, it's for
what ever the |ocal boards use to wish it for. It
m ght be early voting, it mght be other things.

SENATOR RATH: Thank you.

M. President, would the sponsor
continue to yield? And you can restart the
cl ock.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The cl ock
restarts. WII the sponsor yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RATH: Thank you.

Are you confident that this
$10 million is sufficient for our boards of
el ections to neet all these new requirenments?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Excel | ent
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guestion. W gave them nore noney | ast year.
W're not clear that they've spent it all. And
it probably varies by |ocation.

But we are optimstic that it's nore
than was going to be there for them and that
every dollar helps. So that it should help them
nove along. | know sone bought new machi nes,
sonme are still looking to buy new nmachi nes. Sone
had fewer problens with the earlier voting, sone
had nore problens with the earlier voting.

So one thing I've learned is that
el ections operate pretty differently dependi ng on
what county you're talking to. Wich is why we
didn't mandate the 10 mllion for any one
specific activity.

SENATOR RATH: Thank you.

M. President, will the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RATH: Thank you.

We have heard froma | ot of boards
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of elections they're really struggling with
resources, they're struggling with training,
they're struggling with staffing. So the
addi tional resources are inportant.

But one of the things that's a real
problemis our smaller counties conplying with
all these early voting requirenents, all these
new mandat es that are bei ng passed down.

So is there any noney that's
earmar ked specifically to help out our snaller
and our nore rural counties who are struggling to
conply with these nandat es?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So it's for any
purpose. | know that the State Board of
El ections has tal ked about doing nore online
training and unification of training so that you
don't necessarily need the sanme specialists in
every county if you can do online training of
your workers.

But as far as the other exanples you
gave, it's not clear to nme that there is a
general sense of what everybody ought to be
doi ng.

SENATOR RATH: Thank you.

M. President, would the sponsor
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yield for a question or two on energy?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RATH: Thank you.

Thi s one-house proposal has several
| arge aspects to it concerning the energy sector,
but many of these proposals do not address the
concerns of long-termaffordability for energy
consuners in New York, both residential as well
as industrial and commercial consuners.

What is the justification behind the
nodest suspension of notor fuel taxes proposed,
and is there any particul ar reason why the
one- house stops short of suspending all fuel
t axes?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you for
asking that. You faked us out as to what the
guestion was going to be.

Al though | do want to just go back
and point out also on |local election issues and
ot her local issues, we also increase Al Mfunding

to our localities by $210 mllion, which
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hopefully will allow themto have sone additional
noney to cover unique |ocal issues for
t hensel ves.

And we're al so stopping sal es tax
intercept, which is another $250 mllion. So we
are definitely, within our one-house, trying to
make sure that we are increasing the anount of
state revenue going back to our counties and
localities for themto use it as they prioritize,
which | think is a real victory, probably, that
everyone woul d agree with here.

Now t o go back to your question
about -- thank you, | didn't forget, | just
wanted to get that in.

SENATOR RATH: Ckay. Good, thank
you.

SENATOR KRUEGER: -- about
i ncreased energy costs.

There is an assunption that perhaps
we don't agree upon that noving to -- off of gas
and petroleumand into green energy will cost us
nore. Because actually the research shows once
we get started, it will cost us less. So we're
hoping to be able to nove to green energy and the

ki nds of energy that don't destroy the planet as
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qui ckly as possi bl e because, one, then we won't
destroy the planet, and two, the pricing wll
actually go down.

Now, is that going to happen this
year as gas prices are going up? Cearly not
fast enough. So we are facing a crisis of
i ncreased costs of gasoline. And nost everyone
anal yzed it as being because of Putin and the
Russian war in Europe, which | suspect the State
Senate Rs and Ds won't have that nuch ability to
change the story line in.

What we can try to do is |ower the
costs particularly for people who are nost
dependent on using petrol eum vehicles, as we have
not transitioned fast enough into EV vehicl es.
So we are proposing, in our one-house, a
reduction in the gas tax, 16 cents a gallon in
state gas tax and then the option for the
localities to match it with their |ocal sales
tax. Because sales taxes are usually half state
and approximately half locality. So we are
proposi ng that for the renmai nder of 2022.

SENATOR RATH: Thr ough you,

M. President, one quick foll owup question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does t he
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RATH: Thank you. Sixteen
cents, but not 33. W have the chance to cut it
to 33, and we're doing 16. People need a break.
Costs are escalating. Wy not the 33-cent cut?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Every action has
a reaction. And we currently use gas tax revenue
to pay for the highway nai ntenance and repairs.
So we thought it was not actually the best idea
to zero out all the funds going into the highway
funds. And so that's why we chose hal f, but
recogni zing that the localities could get us to
that 33 cents by matching it at the local |evel.

And interestingly, because the price
of gas is going up, at the local |evel the sales
tax revenue is growi ng nmuch | arger than any
locality imagined it would be or projected in
their budget. Because every time the price of
gas goes up, they're getting nore fromsal es tax
than they thought they were. So we actually
believe it's perfectly reasonable to suggest that

we take half that cost and ask themto take half
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t hat cost.

SENATOR RATH: Through you, M
Presi dent, one nore question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RATH: s there anything in
any of the proposals in your one-house proposal
that | owers energy costs for homeowners and
busi nesses in New York State?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So we are
offering significant tax credits for retrofitting
your home to solar or geothermal. W are
expanding the solar tax credit from5,000 to
10,000. W're going to a 10,000 geot hernmal tax
as well. Right? Five thousand geothermal. What
el se?

We're incentivizing the use of
el ectric vehicles by providing credits for
pur chasi ng el ectric vehicles or purchasing
chargers for electric vehicles.

W have a package of clinmate change

proposal s that put noney into a nunber of
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additional retrofits for people -- excuse ne.
W're not retrofitting people. How about
peopl e's hones. Maybe we'd like to retrofit
people; I'mnot sure how to do that.
Retrofitting private homes as well as busi nesses.
| f you have a chance to review our
climate package wi thin our one-house, including
our redefinition of the bond act and what that
noney should be used for, | think you will see
gquite a few other things that you m ght not have
t hought about but woul d neet those standards.

SENATOR RATH: Thank you, Senator.

M. President, I'mall set and hope
you reset the clock for ny coll eagues.

SENATOR KRUECGER: Oh, and one nore
thing, I'msorry.

SENATOR RATH: Oh, I'msorry.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thr ough you,

M. President.

SENATOR RATH: Absol utel y.

SENATOR KRUECGER: And there's an
additional 400 mllion for utility arrears for
peopl e who have not been able to pay their
utilities because of the sane problens they faced

in not being able to pay their rent or their
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nor t gages during COVI D.

SENATOR RATH: Thank you,
M. President, I'mall set.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Rath.

Senat or Seri no.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
we're at 4:12, which is the two-hour Iimt. In
an effort to be very acconmodati ng, we're goi ng
to go till 4:30 and absolutely cut it off at
4:30. So the remaining four or five nmenbers that
want to debate, that's how rmuch time you have.
| f your coll eagues go |long before you, it's on
you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator G anaris.

Senat or Seri no.

SENATOR SERI NO " mgoing to be
lickety split. Senator Krueger -- does the
Senator yield for questions?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR SERI NO Thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR SERI NO. Does this
one- house budget proposal include specific noney
for research, education or prevention initiatives
for Lynme and tick-borne diseases?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | really don't
know. Does soneone know and want to run up here?

Wiy don't you continue with the
guestions, and maybe sonebody will let me know.

SENATOR SERI NO Ckay, absolutely.
As you know -- oh, does the sponsor continue to
yiel d? Sorry.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR SERI NO And as you know,
mental health was a huge subject, right, with al
the questions. But with the children's nental
health beds, I'mglad to see that we're having
that conversation and it sounds |i ke we're naking
the investnment there and in the stabilization
centers as well. And | share --

SENATOR KRUEGER: (I naudi bl e.)

SENATOR SERI NO Oh, thank you.

And | share the concerns that ny
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col | eagues had.

But there was -- there's a proposal
that includes $50 mllion for nental health
grants under Aid to Localities, and |I'mj ust
wonderi ng how those are going to be disbursed.
Is it going to be by -- geographically,
popul ation, or through like a conpetitive
process?

SENATOR KRUEGER: It's in
education, so it will go through the school
districts.

SENATOR SERI NO | just hope that
they streanline the process because it -- they
can't get bogged with too many -- you know, too
much red tape.

Did they have the answer to the
guestion on Lyne yet? Because |I'm --

SENATOR KRUEGER: (I naudi bl e.)

SENATOR SERI NO. And 1'Il just be
real -- 1I'Il just be real quick

SENATOR KRUEGER: We accepted the
Executive of $69,400 for Lyne.

SENATCR SERI NO And | see that the
one- house proposes an additional --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
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Serino -- I'"'msorry, | know you' re goi ng quick
but are you asking the sponsor to yield?

SENATOR SERI NO. Oh, yes, |I'm
sorry.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Sorry, it's ny
fault al so.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Sorry,

M. President.

SENATOR SERI NO Sorry. | see that
t he one-house proposes an additional $2 mllion
for the Long Term Care Onbudsman Program a
programthat of course plays a critical role in
protecting the health and safety of nursing hone
resi dents.

Wiile that's a start, | submtted a
bi partisan letter for $20 mllion to bol ster and
prof essionalize this critical program Can you
tell me why there's been such a small investnent
made in such a critical programin your proposal ?

SENATOR KRUEGER: You're going to

get me fired, Sue Serino. | wanted 20 mllion
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al so. (Laughing.)

M. President, because we didn't
have enough noney to go around and we thought it
was a great idea and at least in Year 1 we could
get it started, knowing that we're going to need
nore funds.

SENATOR SERI NO Thank you
Senat or .

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT
BAI LEY: Senat or Hel m ng.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,

M. President. WII the sponsor yield for a few
guesti ons.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR HELM NG Thanks, Senat or
Krueger.

Senat or Krueger, if there's one
thing we've | earned over the past year it's that
the ERAP programis so bureaucratic, it's very

slow, and both tenants and | andl ords are
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suffering. Tenants are falling further behind
with their rent paynents, and | andl ords are at
risk of losing their property because they can't
neet their financial obligations.

| look at this one-house budget as a
great opportunity to stream ine the ERAP process
and the program |Is there anything in this
one- house budget that proposes doing just that?

SENATOR KRUEGER: W share the
frustration. W know that we started off sl ow
nmovi ng the noney out. W sped it up quite a bit.
And | think we've now given out 1.6 of the
2 billion. And we have the dilemma of the
difficulty in finding the |Iandl ords sonetines,
finding the right paperwork. It's amazing how
conplicated it is. And a lot of it is tied up
with the requirenments of the federal governnent
and what they tell us we have to collect. Wich
is also why we wanted to nmake sure we have a
state programto invest noney in directly to the
| andl ords, and we're continuing that and putting
how much noney in?

(Pause.)

SENATOR HELM NG Through you

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
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yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor continue to yield? | thought --

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: | believe
she was still answering the question. |'msorry,

Senat or Hel m ng.

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, that's okay.
Go right ahead.

SENATCOR HELM NG | mean, | would
argue every point that you just nade, that it is
so challenging and difficult to get any answers
to specific questions fromthe comm ssioner and
hi s agency.

But I want to switch quickly because
we are so limted intime. Sonmething that's
personal ly very inportant to ne is providing
housi ng for those honel ess veterans who are
seeking it. In the Greater Rochester area, we
have a trenmendous | ack of housing for veterans,
especially fermal es, wonmen with children.

And |I''mwondering if there was any
di scussion and if this budget includes a
restoration of the Warrior Salute program |In

t he past, they received about $250, 000, $300, 000,
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but | believe it was cut out two years ago.

SENATOR KRUEGER: I''mnot famliar
wi th that program

There is a -- there has been quite a
bit of discussion about needi ng nore funds for
homel ess peopl e statew de, the recognition that
every community is suffering from popul ati ons
that are honel ess. (Pause.)

We also did the $250 nmillion Access
program for funding for people who are honel ess,
so we really upped the anmount of noney. And |
guess what | woul d suggest is that if you know a
group specifically in Rochester that's working
with honel ess veterans, that we should nake sure
that they're being reached out to to make sure
that they know how to apply.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
M. President, if the sponsor will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR REI CHLI N- MELNI CK: I will
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do that.

And | asked about the Warrior Salute
program because it's so wonderful and successf ul
every year.

But just noving along very quickly
here, keeping people in their homes is very
inmportant. | agree that we have a honel essness
i ssue that needs to be addressed. This includes
peopl e who live in state-operated group hones,
peopl e with devel opnental disabilities.

Over the weekend | attended the
event with PEF. M coll eagues fromthis body
were in attendance as well, and we heard about
t he dozens of group honmes that have been cl osed
since 2019, both permanently and tenporarily
cl osed, along with the day treatnent prograns.

s there anything in this budget
that says -- that commts to our devel opnentally
di sabl ed population in New York State that we are
going to reopen these homes and we're going to
stop noving you around |i ke you're pieces of a
puzzl e instead of the human bei ngs that you are?

SENATOR KRUECGER: So we know t hat
we have a new conmm ssioner for OPWDD who | think

conmes to the position with a nuch better
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understanding of the real-life issues for
famlies and the real pain if a facility is

cl osed that was working and being successful for
their probably in nost cases adult children.

Al t hough | guess al so children children.

And there is additional funding for
facilities within the "O' agencies. But | am not
awar e of the Governor meking any commtnments to
reopeni ng specific facilities, and | don't
believe we got that far into the weeds in our
one- house.

SENATCOR HELM NG M. President, if
t he sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Senat or Krueger,
continuing along the sane |ines, the CDPAP

program Consuner Directed Personal Assistance

Program this Medicaid program-- | know you're
famliar with it -- provides services to
chronically ill or physically disabled

i ndi vi dual s who have a nedi cal need. These fol ks
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cannot live in their own hones w thout services.
They cannot. W are at a crisis with that
program The Center for Disability Rights is
right around the corner fromny district office.
| hear frompeople, | nmet with a woman on Fri day
and she had this to say to ne. She said: "Pam
I"mat the end of the rope, | don't know what to
do." She needs 24/7 care. She said, "I'm

t hi nki ng about trying to commt a crine so |
could get into jail and get the services that |
need. "

s there anything in this budget
that increases the ability for folks in the CDPAP
programto increase the wages, to restore
benefits to the people who work in those
pr ograns?

SENATOR KRUEGER: So yes, one of
the major initiatives in our one-house bill is
i ncreased revenue for salary increases for people
who are working in home care, which will include
t hrough CDPAP as wel |l as through other
traditional nodels. So absolutely, nore noney
for staffing.

But there was al so sonme changes the

state made in the nunber of CDPAP internediary
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agencies, and there's sonme concern about that.
And so we sort of slowed that down a bit al so
wi t hin our one-house.

And we al so i nvested sonme noney into
capital for hone care facilities as well. Wich
woul d actually be nore a fit with the previous
guestion you asked about the group hones.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

|f the sponsor will yield for one
nore question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR HELM NG Changi ng topics
here a little bit. The Gananda Central School
District received significantly | ess Foundation
Aid per student when it's conpared to simlar
school s. Even weal thier school districts receive
al nost doubl e what Gananda recei ves per student.

In the past budgets | have seen
carveouts for schools who have needed an

addi ti onal bunp-up -- Yonkers, Rochester City
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School District and others. |Is there anything in
this budget for the Gananda Central School
District? | know they' ve highlighted their
plight to nyself, to the chair of the Education
Commi ttee and ot hers.

SENATOR KRUEGER: | don't know t hem
personally, so I'mjust going to check with this
gent | eman.

So ny understanding is everybody got
at |east a 3 percent increase in Foundation Aid
base funding. And that you shoul d probably have
a chat with the Education chair, Shelley Muyer,
about what other possibilities there m ght be.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
M. President. Thank you. And that has been
done for the last couple of years. And | know
t he school district has reached out numnerous
tinmes as well.

That does it for ny questions.

Thank you, Senator Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Mar t ucci .

SENATOR MARTUCCI : Thank you,

M. President.
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My question is with respect to TED
Part RR, if the Senator would yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do. But remnd
me what Part RR is.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTUCCI : "1l tell you
about it. Extender producer responsibility.

SENATOR KRUEGER: (I naudi bl e.)

(Laughter.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: -- it's amazing.

SENATOR MARTUCCI : I"mtrying to
make this nore efficient, because |'ve only got
six mnutes left. So I'mgoing to use it well.

Al right. M questionis with
respect to nunicipalities that currently have
recycling prograns. |f a municipality operates
its own recycling program is it able to opt out
of EPR?

(Pause.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes. [It's a new
agreenent between the producers and the

muni ci palities, and the municipalities can opt
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out .

SENATOR MARTUCCI : So if the
Senat or woul d vyi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTUCCI : Thr ough you,

M. President. So if the nunicipality is able to
opt out, or chooses for sone reason not to opt
out, is there anything that is included in the

| anguage that's before us today that woul d
somehow protect or dictate what happens to the
col | ectively bargai ned workforce?

SENATOR KRUEGER: No, it doesn't
address col l ective bargai ning. They woul d have
to work that out at hone.

SENATOR MARTUCCI : Thank you,

M. President. | have one other question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR MARTUCCI : Thank you,
Senat or .

|"mgoing to pivot to Part SS, which
has to do with a ban on certain packagi ng.

That's a part of this proposal as well.

Has t here been any consideration
paid to carveouts, specific carveouts with
respect to packaging that's used for nedica
pur poses such as storing of cellular therapies,
cryogeni cs, and even the storage and distribution
of vaccines? Wich we've clearly seen over the
past year is pretty inportant.

SENATOR KRUEGER: It's not in the
Governor's proposal. But apparently the industry
has been approaching us as well wi th concerns
about nedical packaging. So | think we're very

open to |l earning nore about this.

SENATOR MARTUCCI : Thank you,
M. President. | thank the Senator for answering
our questions. And | look forward to those

conversations in the weeks to cone. Thank you.
SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Tedi sco.
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SENATCR TEDI SCO WIl the Senator
yield for a few questions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you.

First of all, let nme let you know I
checked the drawer for Senator G anaris's old
desk. There's nothing in it today, so |'m not
going to be using anything in there. So he can
rel ax.

| want to ask you very quickly, what
are the two | argest spending and revenue parts of
this budget? The two |argest.

SENATOR KRUECGER: Wt hout even
| ooking, it's education and heal t hcare.

SENATCR TEDI SCO Yeah. O soci al
services? Excuse ne.

SENATOR KRUECGER: No, soci al
services are nothing conpared to education and
heal t hcar e.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Ckay. Now, you

said in one of your comments earlier on, | think
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it was with Senator O Mara, "The state is very
good at maki ng very | arge adjustnents quickly and
effectively.”

Do you renenber a man naned Wllie
Sut t on?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | don't know him
personal ly, but | renenber the reference. That
he woul d rob banks because that's where the noney
was.

SENATCR TEDI SCO That's where the
money was. And | don't know if he really said --
excuse ne.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | do yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Krueger vyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. | don't know if

he really said that, but they say he really said

t hat .

And what | want to ask you is about
one time not so far back -- you and | were here,
several nmenbers were here -- we had a terrible

deficit, a terrible deficit. There nust have

been sone bad budgets leading up to that deficit.
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And we corrected that deficit. And you probably
remenber how we corrected that deficit. Wen

say |large anounts, and you said education, it was
t hrough taki ng noney from educati on.

And when we took that noney from
education, we devel oped an unbelievable, terrible
gap in providing funding for kids and school s and
speci al education. And it was a hard process to
get back to the point where we actually closed
t hat gap.

Wul d you call that a very good -- a
very large adjustnent, very quickly, to solve a
pr obl enf

SENATOR KRUEGER: So if I had ny
drut hers, no, | would not choose to cut education
fundi ng or heal thcare funding.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Wul d t he
gentl el ady --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: | certainly do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO, So we're not

al ways very good at meki ng | arge adj ustnents.
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SENATOR KRUEGER: Wel |, apparently
we' re good at making them We may not al ways
make the right decisions. But we made the
deci si ons when we had to, yeah.

But | would agree -- | don't think
that 1| was the Governor that day, or any day, but
| don't think that our cutting education funding
proved to be a very good nove for us.

SENATCR TEDI SCO WIl the Senator
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Just hel p ne one
nore time. The difference between the Governor's
budget and our budget, with nunbers and
per cent ages of increase. W've increased it by a
per cent age and we've increased it by nunbers.
What's the percentage and t he nunber?

SENATOR KRUECGER: W increased it
by $9 billion over what the Governor proposed.
And t hat percentage increase would be

11. 1 percent.
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SENATOR TEDI SCO El even point --

SENATOR KRUEGER: -- .1 percent
over the Governor's.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Wul d t he
gent | ewoman yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: l"msorry, 11.1
over -- over this year's budget. But her
proposed budget goes up 3.2 percent; ours goes up
11. 1 percent.

SENATOR TEDI SCO This has gotta be
the last question, and I'lIl tell you why -- would
she yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Krueger, do you yield?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, |'m happy to
yi el d.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Last question,
and 1'Il tell you why I"mgoing to ask it.
Because we have the worst inflation in 40 years.
Every dollar -- we tal ked about the gasoline tax
and cutting the tax, but it's really the cost of
a gallon of gasoline also. Honme heating, buying

groceries, paying the kids' tuition, paying our
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car paynments -- everything is chipping away at
every doll ar.

| want to ask you -- the one thing I
don't hear a | ot about when we're providing al
this funding -- an 11 percent increase,
$9 billion -- is the bel eaguered property tax
owner. Are we doing anything about the STAR
programto enhance it and hel p them out through
that? I1t's been a very good program | renenber

when | was in the mnority, we fought for it, we

hel ped devel opnent -- we helped to get it across
and save 35 or 40 billion dollars. But when you
eat away at all those other things -- and I']I

tell you why it's inportant.

You' ve got young peopl e before the
pandem ¢ and | eading into the pandem c who bought
homes. They're | ooking at their nortgage now,
they're | ooking at their tax paynent now, and
they're saying, Wait a second, | don't think
can afford to keep ny house anynore.

But above and beyond that, even with
t he Enhanced program we have seniors who are
calling me and saying, "I'mon a fixed incone,
|"ve been on a fixed inconme for a long tine."

Maybe just Social Security, maybe just a very
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smal | pension system "I could afford to pay for

my house over 40 or 45 years, Senator," they tel
me, "but |I don't think | can keep it now because
| can't afford to pay the taxes even with the
STAR programin place."

So we tal k about regressive taxes?
My nomdied at 97. She lived for many years --
nmy father worked in the foundry for 30 years to
bring up three children and to be able to own a
home. She lived on Social Security of 12 or 13
or $14,000 for many, many years. M father
passed away at 67. She lived to be 97.

Her house had a value. Was it fair
to charge her with the fell ow next to her who
m ght have been making $100, 000 or $200, 000 at
the Ceneral Electric as an executive? It's a
terribly regressive tax.

Wiy is there nothing done to enhance
that -- I"'ma little bit interested in hel ping
people out with their heating bills, that's fine.
But that's not going to cover the cost of the
expansion of the taxes eating into their small
pensi ons and eating into their small Soci al
Security.

SENATOR KRUEGER: So M. President,
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| wanted to thank Senator Tedisco for that
question. W put $2.2 billion into expandi ng
STAR i n our one-house budget. W still have
400 mllion that we put in last year to continue
a circuit-breaker for exactly this population.
So conmbined, it's $2.6 billion in property tax
reducti ons through STAR and circuit-breaker.

And we made adjustnments to the
Governor's proposal to target nore of it to
peopl e who have | ess than $75,000 in inconme and
peopl e who have -- for people under 75,000 there
woul d be an additional $942 in STAR  For people
75,000 to 150,000 in incone, an additional 683 in
STAR. For people 150,000 to 200, 000, an
addi tional 393 in STAR And for the Enhanced
program an additional $800 on top of the
exi sting STAR, on top of the -- for those who are
eligible, the circuit-breaker that we expanded
| ast year and continued it to this year.

So I"mvery proud of ny conference's
commtrment to trying to address exactly what
you' re describing for exactly that popul ation.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. WIIl the
gent | ewoman yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
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Tedi sco, this will be the | ast question that we
permt.

Senat or Krueger, do you yiel d?

SENATOR KRUEGER: Yes, | wll.

SENATOR TEDI SCO. Now, what
per centage woul d that be as conpared to the size
of the budget increase? | nean, you said 9
percent for the budget. What increase would that
be to help the honmeowners?

(Pause.)

SENATOR KRUEGER: So we're
i ncreasing the budget in total 9 billion, but
2.2 billion is going to the new property tax
reducti ons.

So if you look at the total, not
just the General Fund, it's a $13 billion
i ncrease, of which you' ve got the 2.2 billion
STAR, the 400 mllion continuing circuit-breaker.

W also -- the gas tax is also
relief, we think, for a very simlar population
of peopl e.

And we accepted the Governor's
proposal to accelerate the phase-in of mddle
class tax deductions as well.

So | actually think we have a very
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robust package of tax reductions here.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Tedi sco.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
cl osed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to thank the nenbers for
t heir cooperati on.

Just as a renminder, the rules say a
resol ution can be debated for 30 minutes. W are
now on two and a half hours. So we've, as |
not ed, been very accomodati ng.

As we nove into vote expl anations,
we have a nunber of nenbers who will be
expl aining their votes on both sides of the
aisle, and I know M. President is going to be
very strict with the two-m nute vote expl anation
rul e.

So just to let all the nenbers know

how this is going to go for the next probably
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over an hour, with the nunber of people on the
list.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: As
nmenti oned by Senator G anaris, pursuant to
Rul e 9, Section 3, subsection (e), please,
col | eagues, kindly but firmy keep your coments
to two mnutes.

Senator Rivera to explain his vote.

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,
M. President.

As | stated earlier, the nost
i nportant part here is that we have to think
about the fact that for the last 10 years the
budget s have been about disinvestnent, about
austerity. And so | am happy to say that the
Governor's budget proposal was a great beginning,
but our one-house budget proposal is many, many
nore steps forward.

W tal ked about sonme of the things
during nmy debate, but | just wanted to nmention a

couple nore. The bonus | anguage for workers, we
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nodi fied to nmake sure that we include frontline
workers. W also make sure that we address the
benefits cliff.

W repeal ed the Medicaid gl obal cap,
as | said. W increased the capital program So
we added an additional $400 million in resources,
so we have pots for hospitals all across the
state and for -- we took 25 percent of that and
we save it for safety net -- for a set-aside for
capital funding to be directed to conmunity-based
organi zations. W want to nake sure they don't
get left out.

W expanded the Executive's one-year
post partum coverage proposal to include al
residents of New York State. W added | anguage
to create parity in dispensing fees for
pharmaci es. Thank you, Senator Skoufis, for that
| anguage. W omitted the Executive's telehealth
parity proposal so we woul d expand tel ehealth
with a fewbills of mne. W enacted Fair Pay
for Hone Care to establish home care worker pay.

W did all of these things as -- and
this, M. President, is because this is what our
belief is as to how inportant taking these steps

forward, to nake sure that we can have the
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di si nvestment and the austerity that we' ve had
for the | ast decade go back. W want to nake
sure that we take nmany steps in the opposite
direction. W're doing that today.

|"mincredibly happy to vote in the
affirmative for this. And that's a mnute and
32 seconds, M. President. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Rivera to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Harckhamto explain his
vot e.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you very
much, M. President.

New Yorkers all over the state are
hurting. And there's a | ot of conversation about
what this budget does for ordinary New Yorkers.
And | would just take a mnute to have a slightly
di fferent take on one of ny coll eagues from
across the aisle, who said this budget had
not hi ng for hardworki ng New Yorkers.

| woul d suggest the opposite. This
budget is all about hardworki ng New Yorkers,
starting with record education funding to lift
our children up and hold the Iine on property

taxes. Continuing to expand pre-K outside of
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New York City. Record increases in childcare so
that fol ks can go back to work. You ask people
i n busi nesses the nunber-one reason why jobs are
open right now, it's because fol ks cannot afford
safe, affordable childcare.

And then you put in what we're doing
for small businesses, continuing the grant
program the small business tax cut. Let's |ook
at the mddle-class tax cut. Let's |look at the
property tax relief that we just spoke about on
the floor.

So there are many, many things here
that | think are very favorable to invest in our
famlies as we cone out of the recovery.

Finally I want to point to one other
thing. Let's talk about OASAS, which | oversee
on the Conmttee of Al coholismand Substance
Abuse. Wiat ot her agency do we ever renenber in
this chanber getting a 50 percent increase in
t heir budget during the budget cycle? Wich is
amazi ng.

But it's one thing to put noney into
t he budget, but if the systemis not working for
peopl e, we have to change it. And that's why |I'm

gl ad col | eagues have put in the nmerger of OASAS
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and OWH, because 70 percent of people who present
with a substance use disorder also have an
underlying nental issue that they are

sel f-nedi cating for.

So there are so nmany good things in
this budget. | appreciate coll eagues, the
Majority Leader and our staff, Senator Krueger
for her performance here today on the floor. |
vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Harckhamto be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Ranps to explain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,

M. President. And good afternoon, everyone.

| rise to explain ny vote in the
affirmative. |1'mso proud to see us take
tremendous steps away fromthe Executive proposal
and actually stand up for working-class
New Yor kers.

As the chair of the Labor Committee,
| especially want to tout the $50 mllion in
wor kforce training that we're facilitating, and
also $22.5 million to Cornell in order to focus
on the Climate Jobs Institute and a cannabis

wor kforce initiative.
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We al so nmanaged to get prevailing
wage into the Environmental Bond Act, which is
great.

| al so am happy to see that we were
able to build on the Farmworker Fair Labor
Practices Act that | passed in 2019. W're
solidifying the path for themto reach a 40-hour
wor k week with guaranteed overtinme after that,
and sonme i nprovenents to PERB in order to help
create nore unions |ike we've been able to win at
Pi ndar Vi neyards in Suffolk County.

| also want to of course talk a
little bit about childcare. As a nom | nade
this a priority of mne during this budget cycle.
And so much of the work that you and | have done,
President, on this bill actually has nade it into
this budget. W're finally elimnating the work
requi renent for New Yorkers to be able to qualify
for childcare, including for our undocunented
nei ghbors. And we're covering children five and
bel ow as we continue to roll out universal pre-K
wi thout a gap in between 4-and-5-year-olds, which
is really inportant in keeping kids safe, of
course hel ping parents return back into the

wor kf orce, and hel pi ng our childcare providers.
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Which | still think we should have created a wage
floor for them and that's something we're going
to continue to fight for.

But all that being said, | believe
that as we tal k about a just recovery for all,
really as communities of color and especially
wonen of color, we know what it's like to get one
bite at the apple and still |eave so many needs
unmet. So with no solutions for excluded workers
and no guarantee for a living wage for childcare
workers, it actually does |eave a | ot of work for
us to do.

But I want to thank our Majority
Leader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, all of the
advocates, ny staff, central staff, and everybody
t hat has worked on this docunent.

|"mvery proud to vote in the
affirmative. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ranos to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Ryan to explain his vote.

SENATOR RYAN: Thank you,

M. President. Good afternoon.
As we rebuild our econony

post - pandem ¢, we are passi ng our one-house
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budget resolution today that nakes investnment in

the people of the State of New York. Lots of

good news for the people. Three billion dollars
in childcare -- historic investment.
One-point-four billion dollars to keep hel ping

| andl ords and renters. And as we accel erate our

m ddl e-class tax cuts, we're going to put nore

noney i nto people's pockets. The budget takes

action to lower the cost of living for

New Yorkers during this difficult economc tinmne.
As chair of the Libraries Commttee,

|"mexcited to say our budget increases funding

for our Library Construction Fund to $45 nillion.
That's noney that will hit the street and hit our
communities quickly. It will also allow

libraries across New York State to get going on

t hese capital projects that have been backed up.
And with the dire situation we're

seeing around the world right now, very thankful

to see a $7 mllion increase in nmoney to help

refugees resettle in Anerica. W hope for peace

in the world, but we're often |l et down by that.

And when peopl e are displ aced, the peopl e of

New York State will be ready to help those

di spl aced.
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W made a big investnment in
broadband. W included in the budget ny
| egislation called the WRED Broadband Act. It's
a good piece of legislation. It's a
conprehensive plan to utilize federal and state
funding in a manner that's both efficient and
transparent and will deliver a product that we
can be proud of to the people of New York State.

The proposal includes |abor
standards that will ensure the creation of
good- paying jobs in the fiber and broadband
devel opnent fields. It includes prevailing wage,
MABE requi renments, and other critical safeguards.

And as we connect nore people to
br oadband, we nust do it in a responsible way
t hat creates good-payi ng j obs.

And I'd be remiss if | didn't thank
the | eader for her hel p throughout this process,
and to conplinment Senator Krueger for the many
hours that she spent on marathon Zoomcalls to
put together this budget. | really couldn't
bel i eve how you stuck to all those hearings. And
of course to our staff, who works tirelessly
t hroughout the year, especially during budget

season.
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Thank you very much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ryan to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Liu to explain his vote.

SENATCR LI U M. President, | am
so proud to be part of this Senate resol ution
about this budget.

You know, |ast year for the very
first time we fulfilled a court nandate to fully
fund school aid for our primary and secondary
school s throughout the State of New York, an
historic three-year arrangenent that we are
maki ng good on the second year thereof. And next
year | fully expect that we will continue to
foll ow through al so, follow ng through on a
commtment to expand prekindergarten statew de.

This year we expand on t hat
commtment to education and our state's future by
investing a historic $1.1 billion for public
universities in the State of New York, split
bet ween SUNY and CUNY. This noney will provide,
at long last, sufficient funding to recruit and
retain a significant nunber of new full-tine
faculty nmenbers for our public universities;

i ncrease the pay for adjunct professors, who we
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rely upon inmensely; and perhaps nost

inmportantly, elimnate these ridicul ous fees that
our students have had to suffer under for many
years, as well as beginning to reduce the tuition
that they are forced to pay.

As we know, for many years now, at
| east two decades, the state has reduced its
share of operating aid for our public
universities, relying nore and nore on student
tuition. W need to start reversing that now.

And one ot her note, you know, | ust
over the weekend a wonman, a 67-year-old woman in
Yonkers was pummel ed 125 tinmes, punched by a
perpetrator who called her an Asian witch, but
with a B., and spat on her and descended on her
i ke who knows.

This is yet another instance of
anti-Asian hate. 1'mso proud that this Senate
is supporting the AAPI Equity Budget that wll
finally provide that kind of support to the
growi ng Asi an Anmerican Pacific |Islander comunity
we have throughout the State of New York so that
people in our conmunity will not be as vul nerable
as they have been.

Granted, this is just a Senate
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budget resolution. | ook forward to fighting
for it in the final budget.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Liu to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Brisport to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Thank you,

M. President. And thank you to ny coll eagues,
to the Senate central staff, and especially to
our leader for all their work and diligence in
drafting this budget resol ution.

Col | eagues, as our state continues
to have the highest wealth inequality in the
nation, a great nmany of our constituents are
wondering how they will keep their heads above
water. | amfrustrated that this resolution
rai ses no additional revenue fromthe ultra-rich,
who should be required to contribute their fair
share towards addressing these dark and difficult
tinmes.

| am nevert hel ess heartened by sone
truly crucial nmeasures we have been fighting for
here, including fair pay for hone care workers, a

New Deal for CUNY, as well as the elimnation of
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the 421-a boondoggl e for wealthy devel opers.

As the chair of the Conmittee on
Children and Fam lies, | have been especially
focused on the childcare crisis facing New York
For ten weeks | toured our state, listening to
parents and chil dcare providers share input on
the situation, and nmany of you joined ne.

Wth remarkabl e consi stency, what we
heard was this. In every corner of our state --
inrural farm ng comunities, in suburban
townshi ps, in dense cities -- the childcare
i ndustry is collapsing. Chronic underfunding and
reliance upon the unpaid and underpai d | abor of
chil dcare providers, especially black wonmen and
worren of color, has led us to this crisis.

As one childcare educator said:

When you take something for granted | ong enough,
it will soon disappear. That is exactly what's
happeni ng, and it's happeni ng fast.

| believe this resolution could go
further in addressing this crisis. However, | am
proud that it devotes billions of badly needed
dollars toward childcare and that it starts us on
the process of finally building a universal

childcare system |If we are to stop the rapid
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col | apse of the childcare sector upon which our
entire econony rests, we cannot allow the
Governor to renove or delay even one dollar of
this funding in the final budget.

| thank the | eader for including it
and urge her to protect every last dollar of it
as though our fam lies, our economy and the very
future of our state depend on it, because they
nost certainly do.

| vote aye on this resolution

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Brisport to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Mayer to explain her veto.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

M. President.

| proudly vote aye on this
resolution, and I want to thank Majority Leader
St ewart - Cousi ns and Senat or Krueger for her
| eader shi p.

You know, as the chair of Education,
|"ve been around the state and spoken to
superintendents upstate, downstate, and of course
the Gty of New York, our suburban communiti es,
our rural comunities and our urban comunities

outside New York City. And universally, there
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are two takeaways. One, they're incredibly
grateful that we started the commtnent to full
fundi ng of Foundation Aid and that we are
continuing. And two, they're terribly worried
about their students as they return to school
after the chall enges of COVID.

And to the credit of my coll eagues,
we are addressing both of those things. W are
in the second year of our commtnment to fully
fundi ng Foundation Aid. W are building on our
commtment to universal pre-K outside New York
City. W are investing in career and technical
education. W are ensuring that our special ed
school s get the noney that they deserve. They
are basically public schools in different
settings. They are entitled to the noney of our
publ i ¢ school s.

But nost inportant, we are
recogni zing that the nmental health, the social
and enotional health of our children nust be
addressed as they recover from COVID, and we are
investing in it in a creative and bold way.

| also want to say that we are
dealing with clinmate change in the school context

by acknow edgi ng the need to nove to EV vehicles
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for our schools, but working with the
st akehol ders to make it work.

And coupled with our investnment in
childcare and an investnent in higher ed, in SUNY
and CUNY, we are recognizing the state's
obligation, frominfancy to graduati on and
beyond, that education is the power to give every
child the opportunity to achieve their dreans and
their anmbitions. Wen we see what is happening
in the rest of the world, we cannot forget the
power of our denocracy and the power of education
to transforma life into i ndependence and
sel f-determ nation

For that reason, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Mayer to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Cberacker to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR OBERACKER: Thank you,

M. President.

Governor Hochul's proposed budget
i ncl uded record spending, but that was a bargain
conpared to the plan being advanced by the Senate
Majority that adds another 9 billion, inflating

overall state spending to a nearly $225 billion
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budget .

There are positives in this budget
that will pay i mredi ate dividends across the
state that | can support: Repeal of the fiber
optic right-of-way tax that is stifling broadband
expansion; additional funding for CH PS to help
fund | ocal roads and inprovenents; and the
accel erated phase-in of the mddle-class tax cut.

However, the overall amount of the
spendi ng i s unsustainable, and tax hikes are
i nevitable. The budget blows through reserve
funds at an unsustainable rate and will |eave our
state in a highly precarious financial position
going forward. This is the very definition of an
el ection year budget, and it is not fiscally
responsi bl e.

New York City is | osing popul ation
at arecord rate, and if Albany fails to nmake
maj or changes to this out-of-control spending
pl an, nore people will be on their way out.
Because no one, no one wants to be here when that
bill comes due.

And for that reason, M. President,
| amvoting in the negative. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
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beracker to be recorded in the negative.
Senat or Wik to explain her vote.
SENATOR VEI K: Thank you,

M. President.

In readi ng this one-house
resolution, it is disappointing to nme that the
bill does not include | anguage to address any of
the changes to bail reformlaw. It does nothing
to address the changes to discovery reforml aw.
Thi s proposal does nothing to provide judges with
di scretion when it cones to setting bail for
danger ous defendants, a proposal several of ny
col | eagues and New York City Mayor Adans al
advocated for.

And finally, | can only hope that
the final budget -- excuse nme. This proposal
does nothing to collect data to study the inpact
of bail reformon public safety.

And finally, | can only hope that
the final budget will include changes to bai
reformand di scovery |laws as we saw were SO
i mportant to New Yorkers in |last Novenber's
el ecti on when they vehenently expressed their
di sgust that they are not being protected and

that they have no rights and that crimnals are
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bei ng put before victins.

And for that reason, | vote in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Weik to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Brouk to explain her vote.

SENATOR BROUK: Thank you,
M. President.

Thi s budget resolution invests in
our future, in our famlies and working people

and in care for our npbst vul nerabl e residents.

I n speaking with the residents of ny

district in the Rochester area, | hear the sane
stories whether they live in a city, in the
suburbs, or in a nore rural part of upstate.
Peopl e are | ooking for certainty. They're
| ooki ng for support. They're |ooking for hope.
Thi s budget resolution invests in
hope for our future. W' re making historic
investnments in childcare because as a society we
have finally acknowl edged that quality, reliable

chil dcare is econom c devel opnment and that no

state can thrive without it. In Monroe County we

have thousands of job openings that can't be

filled until parents have a safe, reliable and
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af fordabl e place to send their children. Today,
this resolution creates that for them

The Senate budget al so invests in
ol der children, through expansi on of our career
and techni cal education prograns. These CTE
prograns provi de acadenm ¢ and technica
instruction that will prepare our young people
for real-world jobs right here in New York State.
Thi s budget expands funding so that we can
recruit and retain quality instructors and so
that no longer will students have nonths-| ong
waitlists to join these prograns.

And finally, not to be forgotten
once again this Senate has kept its promse to
equi tably fund public schools by continuing to
i nvest in Foundation Aid.

Thi s budget resolution does so nuch
to support New Yorkers in need. And as chair of
the Senate Conmittee on Mental Health, 1'd be
remss to not nention the historic investnents we
are making to support New Yorkers' nmental health
needs. For too |long, under the |eadership of a
previ ous adm ni stration, New York dismantled its
mental health care system W closed inpatient

treatnment beds. We failed to invest in
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comuni ty-based prograns. And we systematically
under pai d our workers.

Today we reverse that course. |'m
proud that this budget includes a historic
$22 mllion increase to restore 200 inpatient
nental health beds. And that after decades of
m nuscul e i nvestnent, this Senate gives nental
heal th workers not one but two years of
cost-of-living increases of 5.4 percent each
year.

| want to again thank you -- thank
all of the advocates, the staff, and especially
our Senate | eadership for their tireless work in
getting us to this place, and | |look forward to
maki ng sure as much as possible of this
resolution is enacted in our final budget.

And | vote aye. Thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Brouk to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
M. President.

| am beam ng because Fair Pay for
Hone Care is in the Senate one-house budget. |

amso grateful to the Majority Leader for being
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an early and consistent chanpion and to ny
col | eagues for recogni zing just how crucial it is
to support home care workers.

Shout out, too, to the Caring
Majority, AARP, 1199, and all the tirel ess and
creative advocates who have made sure everyone
knows we need a robust hone care systemto keep
ol der and di sabl ed New Yorkers healthy and safe
at hone. And that it's a good use of taxpayer
dollars with a very high return on investnent.

But especially I want to thank the
home care workers thensel ves, who have been doing
the work for years out of dedication and | ove,
even though they struggle to pay the rent, buy
gas, and put food on the table. To the famly
menbers who have given up your jobs to care for a
| oved one, our one-house supports hone care but
it also supports a tax credit to recogni ze your
sacrifices.

Let nme finish with a speci al
appreciation of nmy constituents M chell e Spady
and Sally Johnston. Wthout Mchelle, Sally
woul dn't be able to get out of bed and into her
wheel chair each day, |et al one have bat hs,

healthy nmeals, or fresh air. Mchelle is there

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1389

for Sally, through snow and rain, no matter what
i ssues she mght face in her own life.

Wth this one-house resolution, the
Senat e resoundi ngly says: To you, Sally, you
deserve adequate care in your hone. And you
M chel l e, deserve the dignity of a |iving wage.

| proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Skoufis to explain his vote.

SENATOR SKOUFI S: Thank you very
much, M. President.

And | also want to extend ny
gratitude to the Majority Leader as well as
Senat or Krueger for getting us to this point.

Heading into this process, | felt
strongly that this needs to be a budget that
addressed the kitchen-table issues that our
famlies across New York State have been facing.
And at a tine when paychecks are not going as far
as they used to, at a tinme when people are paying
nore at the gas punp, at a tine when we're com ng
out of a pandemic, at a tinme when kids are
getting back into the classroomafter virtua

| earni ng the past couple of years, this was our
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time as legislators to put together a budget that
addressed those core issues.

And we've done that. And so if
you're interested in a budget that cuts property
taxes for mddle-class famlies, this is your
budget. If you're interested in a budget that
cuts incone tax rates for our mddle-class
famlies, this is your budget. |If you're a snall
busi ness owner | ooking for sone relief, this is a
budget that cuts snmall business taxes. |If you're
one of the mllions of New Yorkers who's paying
t hrough the nose at the punp, this budget
provi des relief through a gas tax holiday.

I f you' re one of the many, many New
Yorkers who | ooks at the subsidies and the
gi veaways that are thrown around to the tune of
billions of dollars every year, while you are
wor ki ng day and night to pay your bills, finally,
t hi s one-house budget addresses that, and we w ||
audit every tax incentive that flows through ESD
t hat has, to date, been held unaccountabl e.

| f you are one of the mllions of
New Yor kers who's been | ooking on -- wonderful
UPK program where's mne? -- this budget

addresses that too with a dramatic expansi on of
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uni versal pre-K throughout New York State.

As ny good col | eague and friend just
noted, a dramatic investment in hone care, a
dramatic investnment in childcare. Finally --
this has been a pet issue of mne -- finally,
t hi s one-house budget takes a hard | ook at and
addresses the FIT, the Fashion Institute of
Technol ogy issue that's been ripping off the
suburbs for decades now

(Laught er; appl ause.)

SENATCOR SKOUFI S: And | al so want
to thank Senator Serrano and the | eadership for a
significant investnment in our parks' capital
line, which is crucially inmportant to getting a
nunber of Hudson Vall ey inprovenents and projects
across the finish line this year.

| vote aye because this is a
one- house budget that is put on the kitchen
tabl es of every single mddle-class and
wor ki ng-class famly in the state. And | thank
nmy col |l eagues and | eadershi p for hel pi ng get that
done.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Skoufis to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Boyle to explain his vote.
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SENATOR BOYLE: Thank you,
M. President, to explain my vote.

Senat or Skoufis, | agree with the
FIT provision, but that's about it in this bill.

New York State is the fourth-1|argest
state by population. California is |ike another
country, and Texas and Fl orida and then New York
obviously. This budget proposal by the Majority
is larger than the state budgets of Texas and
Fl orida conmbined. To put it in some perspective,
this spends approxi mately or proposes 225
billion. | was elected in 1994 to the Assenbly.
The State Budget that year was $32 billion.

In one political lifetime, we're
tal king nore than $200 billion -- way, way beyond
the rate of inflation, | can tell you that nuch

Because we're spending this much,
we're taxing this nmuch. People are fleeing our
state. That's why Texas, California and Fl orida
have nore people than we do, because a | ot of the
residents are | eaving, noving there. W cannot
afford this rate of spending.

| vote in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

Boyle to be recorded in the negative.
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Senat or Hi nchey to explain her vote.
SENATOR HI NCHEY: Thank you,
M. President.
As one of the Senators representing
upstate communities and upstate areas, | am
i ncredi bly proud that this budget resol ution
brings real equity to our upstate areas, from
historic investnments in rural and upstate

housi ng, including the devel opnent of snall

rental units -- sonething that we don't talk
about and has not been funded, | don't think
ever, in the history of our budgets -- to

expandi ng pre-K across our entire state. To arts
fundi ng outside of New York City, to noderni zing
our EMS services, which are crucial lifelines to
the communities in our rural areas, to expanding
fair pay -- or securing Fair Pay for Hone Care.
Most of our comunities in upstate New York do
not have access to hone care workers because of
the | ow pay that they are given

To record road fundi ng and road
infrastructure, to broadband funding, including
nmy legislation to repeal the right-of-way fee, to
hi stori c SUNY funding so that students in upstate

areas and upstate colleges get real equity in
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education. To also property tax relief for
homeowners and working famlies and m ddl e-cl ass
fam|ies across our state.

This is a budget that we can all be
proud of, because every person, no matter where
you |ive across New York State, is going to see
real, tangible inpacts that will better their
lives for the future.

| want to thank the Majority Leader,
| want to thank Senator Krueger, all of the
staff, and everyone who has had a hand in
creating this budget resolution, sending a ful
signal that no matter where you live, if you live
in New York GCity, if you live in rura
comunities or you live in suburban conmmunities,
this is a budget resolution that speaks to you.

For that, | vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hi nchey to be recorded in the affirnmative.

Senator Borrello to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President.
Two minutes is a short time to

di scuss sonething as |large as this one-house
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budget, but I'Il give it a shot here.

You know, there's good things and
bad things, quite frankly, in this one-house
budget. Good things like repealing -- finally
repealing the tax on fiber optic cable that the
Majority put in place two years ago and has
killed projects across New York State and really
set us back nore than two years in rura
broadband. It's eerily simlar not only to the
| egi sl ation of Senator Hi nchey, which | also
cosponsored, but the bill that 1've had in place
with Senator Helmng for well over a year. So we
shoul d have done this a long tinme ago. So good
and bad.

We had an interesting addition of
guarterly disbursenments of an overtine tax credit
for our farmers. But the problemis we actually
don't even know what this programis going to be,
what it's going to require. So the good part is,
yes, quarterly would be great. The bad part is
we have no idea what strings will be attached to
t hat .

And finally, we are continuing to
ignore the $9.3 billion deficit that we have in

our Unenpl oynent | nsurance Fund. Thirty-two
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ot her states, 32 other states have committed
their federal funds to filling that hole, and we

are just continuing to kick that can down the

road, unfortunately. So we're ignoring 9 billion
we owe and spending 9 billion nore. That's an
$18 billion swing in this one-house budget, as

far as |'m concer ned.

But what really is happening here is
that we are exhausting all the federal noney,

t hat one-shot noney, and in essence creating
recurring prograns. Those bills are going to
cone due.

And while | would love to sit here
and vote one at a time on all the things | think
are good and bad in this one-house budget, | only
get one vote. And therefore the responsible vote
is to vote no.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Rath to explain his vote.

SENATOR RATH: Thank you,

M. President.
| have grave concerns with this

budget resolution today. The overspendi ng
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continues in New York State to the tune of

23 percent this year. W actually were here | ast
year as well, and | had the sane concerns. This
type of out-of-control spending is totally
unsust ai nabl e.

To be honest with you -- and to be
honest with all of ny colleagues -- | don't think
spending is ever going to be cut fromthe
New York State budget. So at the rate at which
we are spending noney in our state, | think
New Yor kers can expect a steep increase in taxes
at sone point in the future.

This year the state is fortunate to
have a great deal of one-tine revenues --
one-time revenues that are not being
appropriately spent or effectively spent across
our state. Instead of these one-tinme revenues
bei ng spent on investnents, they're being spent
on recurring expenses, recurring expenses, and
that's sonmething that is fiscally irresponsible.

We shoul d be using these revenues to
address key issues in New York State and nake
critical infrastructure investnments. Things |like
rural broadband, which affects dozens and dozens

of districts across New York State.
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Despite this increase, this nassive
i ncrease in spending year over year, many upstate
initiatives are sinply forgotten or passed over.
Wth so nmuch new spending, it is hard to imgi ne
that there is so little being done in this budget
to | ower residents' costs. In fact, | would
argue that many of the policies outlined in
today's proposal will actually increase energy
costs as well as other costs on the residents and
t he busi nesses of our great state. | have said
this many tines: New York has an affordability
crisis. And this budget does nothing to renedy
that affordability crisis.

In closing, it was said earlier
today that this one-house proposal was crafted
wi th hope and intelligence. Although that sounds
very nice, New Yorkers need a proposal that is
crafted with confidence and vision, confidence
and vision for the people of the State of
New York. That's what they need out of the
State Senate and out of the State Legislature.

For these reasons, I'll be voting in
t he negative. Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

Rath to be recorded in the negative.
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Senat or Stavi sky to explain her
vot e.

SENATOR STAVI SKY: Thank you,

M. President.

And first, obviously we have to
thank our Majority Leader, Senator
St ewart - Cousi ns, and Senator Krueger for |eading
us and answering the questions and bei ng our
representative at the hearings.

In 2011 | was sitting on the other
side, and the state provided 46 percent of the
cost of higher education -- 46 percent. Last
year, it was 32 percent. And this budget finally
reverses that trend. It took 10 years,

11 years -- it's really taken a | ot |onger -- but
there's been a deliberate disinvestnent and
under f undi ng of hi gher education. And this
budget reverses that trend.

For exanple, we're providing funding
for CUNY and SUNY, for the community coll eges,
for the Opportunity prograns. For those of you
who represent independent colleges, we're
provi di ng Bundy Aid, which goes for schol arshi ps,
and capital construction, HECap construction

nmoney.
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We're closing the TAP gap. Last
year we said we'll do it in four years. This
year we're closing it totally. W are closing

the TAP gap, we're increasing the operating aid,
and we are trying to help the SUNY hospitals
because they have serious, serious problens. W
are paying -- we are paying the debt on their

| oans. Every other state agency has their debt
paid for them The 67 mllion that we're

investing here will help the SUNY hospitals

thrive.

And this is a budget that | think we
can be proud of. Proud. It's a budget that is
fair, it applies justice for all. So,

M. President, welcone back to our hone, and
vote aye
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Stavi sky to be recorded in the affirmative.
Senat or Jackson to explain his vote.
SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,
M. President.
My col |l eagues, | rise in support of
t he one-house resol ution.
And let nme tell you what -- the nost

important thing for nyself and ny constituents.
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Their safety and security is nunber one. And |
say to you, addressing gun violence in our state
and our nunicipalities is extrenmely inportant to
nme and everyone el se that | know.

Dealing with the nental health
issues. W see it all in the paper, hear it on
the radio, on the news. Absolutely nmust get it
under control

But | thank the leadership in this
house for bringing forward the continuation of
Foundation Aid for all schools -- not only New
York City, but the entire State of New York.
Childcare for all. That is universal, and we
need to have it.

And we're dealing with the whole
i ssue of healthcare. CUNY, SUNY. Cone on, you
know what it is. Turn on the TAP to nake sure,
as Toby Stavisky nmentioned. W tal ked about
addressing clinmate justice. W can't wait for
2050. W nust deal with that now. And Fair Pay
for Honme Care. 1'll say it loud and cl ear,
because that's how inportant it is. People are
screanming for this.

And not only that, but we tal k about

$5 mllion for PERB, the Public Enploynent
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Rel ati ons Board, in order to deal with the 1950
you have to file in paper instead of filing on
the Internet. Cone on, this is 2020 {sic}, not
1950. We need to address the issues of the
farmwrkers and filing of papers and have peopl e
and professionals there that can speak in the
pri mary | anguage that nost of the farmwrkers
speak, in Spanish. Broadband and so ruch nore.

And let nme just say we can't wait.
The tinme is now. | thank everyone for being
involved with this, fromthe | eadership on down,
hearing ny col |l eagues on the other side of the
ai sle, hearing ny coll eagues here. But there's a
| ot nmore that we have to do, and this is it right
now.

Thank you. | vote aye,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Jackson to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Reichlin-Melnick to explain
his vote.

SENATOR REI CHLI N- MELNI CK: Thank
you, M. President.

You know, budgets are an expression

of priorities. And this budget expresses the
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clear priority of the Senate that the State of
New York needs to be a place that works for
everybody and not just those who are wealthy or
wel | - connect ed.

So I"mproud to vote aye on this
budget, and | want to thank the | eader and
Senat or Krueger and all of the staff who put
their tinme and effort into working to nmake this a
budget that we can all be proud of, because this
is a budget that will work for regul ar
New Yor kers.

W're finally fulfilling our
commtrment to fund our education systens, from
pre-K through K-12 education, with a phase-in of
Foundation Aid, all the way up to our coll eges
and our community colleges. That is so inportant
as we try to build a state that's going to work
for everybody.

It's al so a budget that delivers
real property tax relief to mllions of
New Yor kers through a $2.2 billion investnent
into property tax relief this year, on top of the
circuit-breaker programthat we've al ready got
fromlast year's budget. And it brings back

incone tax relief, accelerates that relief.
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Because at a tine when New Yorkers are facing
ever-escal ati ng costs because of inflation, we
know we need to take action.

That's why the budget al so incl udes
a partial suspension of the gas tax from May 1st
to Decenber 31st. Because we know that people
are feeling the pain at the punp, and the ones
who can |l east afford to pay that are the working
New Yor kers who are struggling to make ends neet.
And so we are taking action on that.

And at the sane time, we're | ooking
to our future. We're raising the Environnental
Bond Act proposed by the Governor up to
$6 billion, because we know that if we don't take
action on climte change now and spend t hat
noney, we're going to be paying far nore down the
line as the costs nount fromthat. And so of
that $6 billion, 4 billion of it is set aside to
hel p conbat the imm nent dangers fromclimte
change.

So we're proud of those investnents,
and we're proud of investnents in the
bread- and-butter stuff that we're doing for our
| ocal governments. Increasing Al Mfunding for

| ocal governnments for the first time in so |ong,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1405

that's going to help our cormmunities, it's going
to hel p our taxpayers, who are going to see sone
of the burden taken off |ocal taxpayers now that
the state is stepping up its support.

So for all of these reasons,
M. President, | amproud to support this budget
and thank the Majority Leader for putting it
forward

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Rei chlin-Mel nick to be recorded in the
affirmati ve.

Senat or Hoyl man to explain his vote.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise in support of the Senate
one- house resol ution on the budget.

First, like nmy colleagues, | want to
t hank Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins for setting
forth the priorities here, and of course
Senat or Krueger for her thoughtful and focused
defense of this budget resol ution.

You know, | want to rmake two points.
One is that budgets are al so noral docunents.
And | think this one-house resolution reflects

the noral inperative we have as public officials
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toreally | ook after those who need help the
nost -- the very young, our seniors, immgrants,
t he honel ess. And the budget does that with al
the investnents that you' ve heard today.
Secondly, | want to thank the

advocat es, the hundreds of advocat es,

M. President, who nmet us -- not in person
al ways, but sonetines on Zoom-- to nake their
priorities clear. | think this exercise is so

enbl emati c of what representative denbcracy is
about. And | want to thank my coll eagues for
heari ng so nany voi ces even at the last m nute,
to make sure that their inportant needs were
reflected in this Senate one-house.

So, M. President, | couldn't be
nore proud to vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hoyl man to be recorded in the affirnmative.

Senat or Gounardes to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you,
M. President.

| know we've heard fromlots of our
col | eagues this afternoon about how proud they

are about this one-house resol ution and how bol d
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and transformative it will be for the lives of
New Yor kers.

And | want to add mny voice to that
chorus, because what we are doing in this
docurent truly is incredible. | mean, we could
spend days unpacking this resolution and talking
about all the great things in there. But what |
want to focus on is the transformative
i nvestrments into CUNY and SUNY that we are
maki ng.

You know, we have been talking for a
long tine about the need to reverse decades of
di vest ment and defundi ng of our public
institutions of higher education, and this budget
is going to really reverse those trends and give
CUNY and SUNY the new deal that they so
desperately deserve.

| mean, over the |ast decade a 20
percent cut in state support for these
institutions. W' ve heard from students who have
to choose between paying for textbooks or putting
a meal on their table. This will help stop that
trend from happeni ng.

|"mal so incredi bly excited about

our bold childcare proposal. As the father of a
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14-nmonth-old, | know firsthand the inpact that
having quality, affordable childcare has had on
my famly, and I know the inpact this will have
on mllions of famlies across this state. Truly
a remarkabl e thing that we can be advancing in

t hi s one-house budget resolution. And | know
that all of ny coll eagues are going to be joining
together to fight to nake sure that that nakes it
into our final enacted budget.

| can go on and on, M. President,
but I just want to say that this is a great
docunent, it's a great statenment of our val ues,
and it's a great day for New York if we can
advance this through to the final budget.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Gounardes to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Cooney to explain his vote.

SENATOR COONEY: Thank you,

M. President. | appreciate it.

So many wonderful things have been
said by ny coll eagues today, and | can't recount
all of them but | want to enphasize sonething on
behal f of the many cities, towns and vill ages

outside of the great Gty of New York, and that
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is our historic and record investnent by
increasing the aid to nmunicipalities, or
unrestricted operating aid, by $210 mllion for
the first time since 2009.

What does that do? Well, as soneone
who cane from |l ocal governnent -- and | know many
of ny coll eagues also started their careers in
public service in |ocal government -- what this
nmeans is that city halls across New York State
can focus on things like keeping libraries open a
little bit | onger, making sure that we have
sumer jobs for youth across New York State,
maki ng sure that our |ocal |aw enforcenent
of ficers and EMS groups have operating dollars to
keep us safe. Making sure that this sumer we're
going to have a wonderful sumer with tine in the
pool and |ifeguards to take care of our youngest
SW mer s.

That's what this investnment does.

It invests in the quality of life that we have in
cities across New York State. And we've gone

wi thout for 13 years. But this Senate says that
st ops now.

Now, this is a one-tine investnent

in these cities, so we need to think bigger, we
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need to think creatively going forward. But |
want to thank our Majority Leader, | want to
t hank our masterful Senate Finance chair, Liz
Krueger, to make sure that these conversations
continue nmoving forward. And | |look forward to
bei ng part of those conversations.

Thank you. | vote in the
affirmati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Cooney to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Kavanagh to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR KAVANAGH: Thank you,
M. President. | also rise in support of this
resol ution.

| join nmy coll eagues in thanking our
| eader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, our great Finance
chair, Liz Krueger, and especially all of the
staff who've | abored | ong and hard over this
docunent for the past nore than a nonth now.

| join nmy coll eagues in recogni zing
t he many wonderful achievenents of this
resol ution, and al so those who have said that we
need to work hard in the next few weeks to nake

sure that these achi evenents are delivered in the
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enact ed budget.

|"m especially pleased that we're
foll owi ng through on our commtnents on K through
12 education fromlast year and continuing to
nmeet our obligations to do that equitably with
lots of state funding. |'mvery proud to see
that we're funding the New Deal for both SUNY and
CUNY, including the Borough of Manhattan
Community College in ny district.

Very great to see that we're doing
$625 mllion for Fair Pay for Hone Care,
i ncluding a base wage for home care workers. And
very proud that we're including, for the first
time, healthcare for people, prinmary healthcare
for peopl e who have been excluded from existing
prograns because of their immgration status.

And of course $6 billion in the
Envi ronnental Bond Act, and the All-Electric
Building Act, which is a bill that 1've put
forward, are also included here and are great
steps forward.

| just want to note there hasn't
been a | ot of tal k about housing today. And as
the Housing chair 1'd be remiss if | didn't note

that this budget really is historic fromthe
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perspective of housing. W started with a really
transformative proposal fromthe Governor of a
$4.7 billion capital plan, and we are inproving
upon it in the way that Senator Hinchey tal ked
about before, sone great investnments in rural and
smal |l town and village prograns that would really
hel p house fol ks there.

We are follow ng through on our now
two-year-long effort to blunt the inpact of the
COVI D-19 pandemic with a billion dollars to
backstop t he Energency Rental Assistance Program
with $250 million for the Landl ord Rental
Assi stance Programand with $500 million in new
noney for the Honeowners Assi stance Program

We are also funding for the first
time a brand-new program | ooki ng forward, the
Housi ng Access Voucher Program which will
ultimately be the nost effective way we can end
homel essness, which ought to be our goal, and
make sure that we're keeping people in good,
saf e, permanent housi ng.

W' ve got funding for code
conpl i ance, we've got funding for a brand-new
Communi ty Land Trust Acquisition fund. The |ist

goes on.
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But again, | amvery proud that
we're taking this step forward. This is arguably
t he best budget that this state has put forward
for housing in decades, and |I'm very honored to
support it today. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Kavanagh to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator G anaris to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

| am proud to stand up and support
t hi s budget proposal which fulfills the prom se
of New York values. Universal childcare, the New
Deal for CUNY and SUNY, pre-K that's expanded
across the state, continuing increased funding
for our schools. Healthcare coverage for all.
More protections for our tenants in this state.

Make no m stake, this is a budget
that is a love letter to the working peopl e of
this state, who have been suffering for years due
to disinvestnment and | ack of investnment in the
important priorities that they need.

And as we sit here encouragi ng

people to get back to work, encouragi ng people to
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get back to their offices after the pandem c,
provi di ng the support people need to nmake that
happen is going to benefit all of this state.

And to ny col | eagues on the other
side of the aisle who are against this, | would
sinply ask, Wat are they voting against? They
don't even have the usual canard that we're
rai sing taxes on too many peopl e because we're
not raising taxes in this budget. Never mnd
that those who have profited greatly during the
pandem ¢ shoul d be asked to pay nore. W have
t he noney where that's not even called for in
t his budget right now.

And so those who are agai nst
uni versal childcare, nore noney for our
institutions of both |ower and hi gher educati on,
greater healthcare coverage for the people we
represent -- what exactly are you voting agai nst?

| proudly support this proposal.

t hank Leader Stewart-Cousins, | thank our Finance
chair, Senator Krueger, and all ny coll eagues who
participated in crafting what is a trenendous
proposal, one of the best budget proposals |'ve
seen in all ny years in the Senate.

| proudly vote in the affirmative,
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M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anaris to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Krueger to explain her vote.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,

M. President.

So |l didtalk quite a bit about this
resolution today, but I'mreally standing up to
say thank you to all ny coll eagues, because this
resol ution grows out of weeks and weeks of budget
heari ngs, where we sat and we listened to the
peopl e of New York State and we heard what they
were telling us and what we needed to do for
them and then weeks and weeks of work with ny
chairs and with working groups and with the
staff, trying to fine-tune what was realistic
that we could do, what was aspirational that we
m ght not acconplish in Year 1, but that we
needed to shift the focus of how we were spending
our noney in New York State.

And so | amincredibly proud of this
pi ece of work, which is the beginning, the
begi nning bell for three-way negotiations for a
final budget, but is also a reflection of the

goal s and the hopes and the dreans of 20 mllion
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New Yorkers who tried to contact us to let us
know what they needed.

And |'ve al so been here for 20 years
now, M. President, and | watched when | cane in
and Ceorge Pataki was the governor, and we woul d
have budgets that we couldn't possibly afford but
t he Republicans had a phil osophy of borrow and
spend, borrow and spend. And then Denocrats cane
back into power, and we were accused of taxing
and spending. But if you tax and spend, at |east
you' re payi ng for what you're buying, as opposed
to leaving it to the next generation.

So | don't mnd when they tell ne
"' ma tax-and-spend Denocrat because |'d rather
tax and pay for it than borrow and leave it to
t he next generations to deal with it.

And then we ended up in periods
where we just had borrowed so nmuch from previous
years that we had to reduce our budgets to |evels
that were really unsustainable to neet the needs
of New Yorkers.

So it does appear to be big junps
this year. But I'mtelling you, we have the
noney to do it. And we're not stealing from our

reserves, we're actually increasing our reserves
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at the sanme tine as we are increasing our
spending. And we're cutting taxes, as was

di scussed on the floor today -- property taxes,
i ncome taxes, gas taxes -- while we're making
investnments in the people of New York who need
our help the nost.

And you know what, M. President?
That will be returned to us tenfold by a future
t hat New York can be proud of, a future that your
beauti ful daughters can participate in as they
grow up to be adults and becone taxpayers in our
society, and a state where people will want to
come and stay and start busi nesses and do
busi ness.

So I"mvery proud of what this
resolution represents, and | am so honored that
our | eader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, gave nme the
position of Finance chair so that | could try to
work to pull it all together for all of us.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Krueger to be recorded in the affirmative.

Majority Leader Andrea
St ewart - Cousi ns to cl ose.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
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so much, M. President.

And | was just |listening to our
great Finance chair, Senator Krueger, saying how
pl eased she was that she has this responsibility.

That's not what she says.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Alittle
noment of truth here.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: But --
but because at the end of all of what we do, we
are able to stand here because of the work that
you do, Senator Krueger and your great staff;
because of the work that nmy deputy, Senator
G anaris, continues to do; an incredible
conference that is working for New York every
single day. Because of that work, because of our
staff, because of Shontell Smith and Eric Katz
and counsel and David Friedfel and the Finance
staff, because of Loren and External Affairs and
Mur phy and Conmruni cations -- because of all of us
who understand that we stand here on behal f of
t he peopl e of New York, and even the nonents that
it takes to get through this -- and certainly to

nmy col |l eagues on the other side as well, for the
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staff and the work that they do -- the tine that
it takes to get to this nonment where we can say
we have a one-house budget that reflects the
priorities of this entire state, is well worth
it.

| want to thank the Governor as
wel |, because we started froma place that we
don't normally start from And while we're going
back and forth about what's happening in this
budget, the fact of the matter is that we started
froma place that honored what we | earned from
what we've been dealing with in the past two
years with this pandemc. W all understood --
and that's what we understood |ast year and the
year before -- where the breakage was in our
conpact as government to the people that we
serve. |t was exacerbated by a pandem c that
| eft us socially isolated, enotionally fragile,
econonmi cally encunbered. And we got a chance to
| ook firsthand at where the fissures were and
what coul d we do.

And we began that repair work, and
we began it going fromour pre-K investnent to
our Foundation Aid investnent to our investnent

in our environnent to investnent in higher
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education, we did transportation, we did housing,
we continued to look at the infrastructure of the
people. So that when we do conme back to a pl ace
where we can get back to our jobs and get back to
our work, we're not still suffering fromthe sane
uncertainties that we know exi st.

So that's why we invested record
anounts in childcare in this one-house budget.
And that's why we decided that we woul d i ndeed
expedite the mddle-class tax credits, that we
woul d find our way to maki ng sure that those who
are caring for our nost vulnerable are actually
conpensat ed properly, our home care workers. W
wanted to make sure that as we are addressing
what has happened in our communities all over
this state, that we find a way to nake sure that
peopl e have what they need, and that includes
this mental health investnment that we know has to
happen. | nean, people are tal king about a rise
in crime in so many communi ties, including
Westchester. There actually has been a decline
incrime. But the fact of the matter is that any
crime is too nuch

But we have to take a | ook at what

we can do to nake sure that we are addressing the
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needs properly, and that's why we've gone in with
nmental health -- again, ensuring nental health,

gi ving proper beds, recreating nore sustainable
supportive housing, |ooking at how we deal with
after-school, conmunity school, investing in gun
vi ol ence prevention prograns. W are hitting so
many of the things that we know will make

New York stronger and nore economcally viable
and be able to support every single person in
New Yor k.

When we tal k about our snall
busi nesses, when we tal k about | ooking at abating
t axes, even at the gas punp, we are continuing to
make New York a better place to be.

So this is -- and | heard sonebody
say this is aspirational, yes. But it's
aspirational not for us. It's not aspirational
for the people who have worked so hard to make
sure that people's needs are net. It's
aspirational for the people of New York State,
because they want to make sure that as their
taxes are down, as their conmunities are nade
safer, that we are doi ng and addressi ng what they
need not only now, but in the future.

And yes, it's going to take nore

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

1422

noney. But the fact of the matter is we've
di sinvested in our hospitals, we've disinvested
in our transportation system we've disinvested
in our roads, we've disinvested in education,
we' ve di sinvested in our children, we've
di sinvested in the supports that people need when
things get rough in their lives. W've
di sinvested for decades.

And so today we stand and we say we
are reinvesting in the people of New York. W

are reinvesting in a future. W are reinvesting

in an ideal that New York will continue to be
progressive, it will continue to be pragmatic, it
will continue to | ead the way, not only in this

recovery but in advanci ng what we as gover nnent
can do with our people and for our people.

| vote aye

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Maj ority
Leader Stewart-Cousins to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Senat e Resol ution 2081, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Borrell o,

Boyle, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Jordan, Lanza,
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Martucci, Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rath, Ritchie, Serino, Stec, Tedisco and
Vi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
if we could briefly return back to notions and
resol utions.

On behal f of Senator Savino, on
page 39 | offer the follow ng anendnents to
Cal endar 657, Senate Print 5768, and ask that
said bill retain its place on Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
amendnents are received, and the bill retains its
pl ace on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to adjourn
until tonorrow, Tuesday, March 15th, at

11: 00 a. m
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Tuesday, March 15th, at 11:00 a.m

(Wher eupon, the Senate adjourned at

5:37 p.m)
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