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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, February 2, 2022, the Senate net
pursuant to adjournment. The Journal of Tuesday,
February 1, 2022, was read and approved. On
noti on, Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
on behal f of Senator Parker, on page 15 | offer
the foll owi ng anendnents to Cal endar 125, Senate
Print 2838B, and ask that said bill retain its
pl ace on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
amendnents have been received, and the bill wll
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let's nove on to
t he cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
421, Senate Print --

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay the
bill aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
423, Senate Print 8197 --

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay the
bill aside.

SENATCR G ANARIS: M. President,
before we lay the bill aside, is there a nessage
of necessity at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
a nmessage of necessity at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
t he nessage of necessity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Al'l those
in favor of accepting the nmessage pl ease signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
nmessage i s accept ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Okay. | believe
it's laid aside, Senator Lanza?

SENATCOR LANZA: Yes, sir.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Ckay. Pl ease
lay that bill aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay the
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bill aside.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Ckay, now let's
take up the controversial cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
421, Senate Print 8185A, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anend the State Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President,
woul d t he sponsor yield for sonme questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Yes, he does.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you. Through
you, Madam -- M. President.

Wbul d t he sponsor consider hinself
the prime author of these nmaps?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor

yi el d?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Wul d t he
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,

M. President. Who would the sponsor consider to
be the prinme author of these naps?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | don't know
what Senator Lanza is referring to. | amthe
prime sponsor of this legislation. But as he
wel | knows from experience, legislation is
drafted by a nunber of people this -- from both
houses of the Legislature, staff involvenent,
et cetera.

So "prinme author” is not a term of
art that I know exactly what he's referring to
when he asks that question.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

569

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
M. President. Wiy don't we do it this way.

So this legislation is different
t han just about everything we do. It comes
around only once every 10 years. And it draws
maps. It creates new districts across the state.
It puts lines on the paper. It says this is
Senate District No. 1 in Long Island, this is
Senate District 43 in the North Country.

Those lines need to be drawmn. So |
will ask again, through you, M. President, who
put those lines on that paper?

SENATOR G ANARI S: A conputer.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,

M. President. Were is that conputer | ocated?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | have no idea.
You know, everything is nowin the Coud. So,

you know, | don't really know if there's an
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actual desktop somewhere. | don't have that
| evel of detail ed know edge of where the work was
done.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
M. President. So we're a few years away from
conputers actually having full artificial
intelligence capabilities. And ny understanding
is that the conputers we have today require that
some human i nput information into those conputers
so that the conputer spits out a result. So
t hrough you, M. President, could the sponsor
tell us the person or persons who inputted that
i nformation?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No, | cannot.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor continues to yield.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
M. President. Did the sponsor nmean to tell us,
as the author of this legislation, that he has no
idea who it was who entered the information that
resulted in these nmaps?

SENATOR G ANARI S: That's correct.
That's what |'m saying. Because this is a
bi canmeral effort, there was multiple people --
multiple civil servants on both sides. | don't
know who the tech person is who sits there,
i nputs the keys. So no, | do not know who did
t hat .

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield? The sponsor vyields.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
M. President. Can the sponsor tell us if he was
ever present on any occasion when sonme human was
entering information in a conputer regarding

t hese nmaps.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: | was not.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
continue to yield.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yield? The sponsor vyields.

SENATCOR LANZA: So let's take a
| ook at the process, because nmany of us have not
been privy to it, especially the mllions of
people in New York who are affected nost by it.

Through you, M. President, could
t he sponsor tell us where this map draw ng
occurred?

SENATOR G ANARI S: |"mgoing to
give you the sanme answer. | don't know where the
conputer was. | don't know where it happened.

The bottom |ine, Senator Lanza --
and first of all, | appreciate that nmany of your
col | eagues were not privy to this process. It is
a process that | believe you were privy to
10 years ago, and sone of your colleagues were.
So it is sonething you should be famliar wth,

But the bottomline is this. W're
here to talk about a bill. The bill has all the

details init. It's before you. The nmaps are
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here, you can | ook at them you can see where the
lines are drawn. This is what | am putting
forward as the sponsor. And so who entered --
who tapped keys on a keyboard to nake it happen
is not particularly relevant to what we're
tal ki ng about right now.

So if you want to get to it, let's
get to it.

SENATOR LANZA: W will.

Whul d t he sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Wul d t he
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Coul d the sponsor
tell us whether or not he spoke to anyone during
t he process about any of these lines that were
put on paper?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Certainly.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the

sponsor yield? The sponsor vyields.
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SENATOR LANZA: Coul d the sponsor
tell us who those people were?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No. No, these
are -- Senator Lanza, | nmean | could tell you
that these are civil servants that do their jobs,
they are staffers at LATFOR that have been there
for -- some people for decades who partici pated
in this process when you were doing it. And |
don't particularly see the benefit of trying to
expose government staffers to your
interrogation right now.

If you want to litigate, you can
litigate. You can ask the questions you want,
you can depose who you want. That the judge
m ght or mght not allowit, we'll get to that.

But for today we're here to vote on
a piece of legislation. So let's discuss the
| egi sl ation, ask questions, tell us what you
don't like about it, and let's do our
| egi sl ating.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor continues to yield.

SENATCOR LANZA: So | believe it is
relevant, | think it is inportant that the people
of the State of New York understand the process
that resulted in new naps for Senate districts,
Assenbly districts, congressional districts --

SENATOR G ANARI S: This map is not
of congressional districts.

SENATOR LANZA: -- being created.

And in ternms of interrogation, I'm
not interrogating any civil servant or enpl oyee.
But M. President, as Senator G anaris knows full
well, he and | have the enjoyable job which
requires fromtine to tinme that we interrogate
each other. And so | will continue to do just
that on behalf of the people of the State of
New Yor k.

Through you, M. President, could
t he sponsor tell us if there were any
out - of -state consultants who had i nput or who
were involved in the drawi ng of these maps?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No. | nean yes,
| can tell you. The answer is no.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you.
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Wbul d t he sponsor vyield.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield? The sponsor vyields.

SENATOR LANZA: Coul d the sponsor
tell us whether or not any sitting nmenbers of the
Legi slature were consulted with before these maps
wer e drawn?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: O her than
nysel f?

SENATOR LANZA: Yes.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | guess | would
ask you to be a little nore detailed in your
guesti on.

SENATOR LANZA: | f the sponsor
woul d yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Wul d t he
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor continues to yield.

SENATOR LANZA: So for exanple, can
t he sponsor tell us whether or not individual
menbers of the Senate had i nput or were involved

with the drawing of the lines for that district?
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SENATCR G ANARI S: The short answer
is no. W do talk to our colleagues all the tine
about a host of issues, but they were not
i nvolved in drawi ng the maps.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield? The sponsor vyields.

SENATOR LANZA: So the sponsor is
right, I was here last tine. | was not directly
involved. | was not even renotely involved as a
relatively new nenber.

But | do recall -- and | have seen,
even now, nenbers scurrying in and scurrying out
and about throughout the state. Because as we
bot h understand, these maps have grave
implications for the people of New York, but they
have individual inplications for each nenber.
Even prospective candi dat es.

And so |'m sure the sponsor would
not deny that nenbers have an interest in know ng
what their district is going to | ook |ike.
Menbers have an interest in requesting or guiding

or controlling what their district |ooks like.
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Through you, M. President, | find
it hard to believe -- | find it highly
i mpl ausi bl e that not a single nmenber of the
New York State Senate spoke to either the sponsor
or those civil servants or those enpl oyees or
even that very intelligent conmputer about their
Senate districts and their |ines.

| s that what the sponsor is saying?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No, it's not
what the sponsor is saying. Nor is it what the
sponsor sai d.

| said there were general
conversations, but they were not the ones draw ng
the maps for their own lines, which is what your
previ ous questi on was.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Wul d t he
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: So to the sponsor's
know edge, not a single nmenber of the Senate cane

to the sponsor, anyone associated with LATFOR,
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or, for that matter, anyone else to say could you
draw this line here and can you draw that |ine
t here?

SENATCR G ANARI S: As | said, there
wer e general conversations. But no nmenbers were
actually drawing their own |ines, which is what
your previous question was.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Wul d t he
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: And | et nme add,
by the way, there were general conversations with
menbers across the aisle. | think you and |
spoke about your lines.

So those kind of conversations
happen all the time, casually, about what people
think. But what I"'mtrying to convey to you is
none of the nenbers drew their own |ines.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: So let ne just say
that my good friend, |I think accidentally, has
m scharacteri zed any conversation we had.

Because | will say here, and before the peopl e of
the State of New York, | never spoke to anyone
about any line in ny district.

And | have never done this before,
but I amgoing to do it now. Conversations
bet ween nme and any nenber here has nothing to do
with politics ever. But | will say the only
conversation | can think of that you' re alluding
to is that when these maps canme out, you cane to
the floor and you said, Hey, Lanza, don't worry,
| think your map is pretty much the sane.

Because |, M. President, did not
see ny map until the rest of the world saw ny
district map. So let's be clear about that.

And by the way, M. President, | am
not casting any aspersion toward anyone or any
menber who has a concern about their district
maps. It's natural. It's understandable. But
|"d just like to know the who, the where, and the
when because | think the people of the State of

New York deserve to know t he who, the where, and
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t he when because the political |andscape in terns
of districts is about to change nore than it has
ever changed in at |east recent nenory.

So |l wll continue. WII the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield? The sponsor vyields.

SENATOR LANZA: So when you say
that there were general conversations, could you
explain to me how that worked? | nean, |'mjust
trying to think about how that m ght even happen.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Well, the
reason -- I'msorry, yes. The reason | brought
up what | did is because | was trying to rmake the
poi nt that general conversations are had anobngst
col | eagues all the tine, every day.

And since we're doing this, that was
not the extent of our conversation only. You
made sone comrent about, Ch, if |I'd have gone to
Brooklyn, it would have been this, that and the
other thing. There was banter, if you will. But
there was a conversation about your |ines.

|"m nerely saying you' re asking al

t hese poi nted questions about who |I talked to and
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when. Conversations |like that happen with
menbers, with colleagues all the time. And so
yes, |I've talked to a |lot of people. 1've talked
to you. That's why | brought that up

But people were not drawing their
own maps, which is fundanmentally your question.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor

yi el d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
M. President. Yes, | agree. That was after the
maps cane out. And we -- as we normally do, we
have, | like to believe, a good friendly
relationship. | have an enornous anount of

respect for ny counterpart.

W tal ked about the fact that |
was -- that sone Denocratic nmenber tal ked about
witing Lanza into Brooklyn, and | said | hope |
do. | hope that happens. A lot of good
peopl e --

SENATOR G ANARI S: To ny point,
simlarly, other nmenbers nay have said simlar
things to ne. That's the context of the
conversation

SENATOR LANZA: So through you
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M. President, so I'mglad the sponsor is
adm tting that people have conversations. And
that's what I'mtrying to get at.

Through you, M. President, can the
sponsor tell us whether or not --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are you
aski ng the sponsor to yield, Senator Lanza?

SENATOR LANZA: Does the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
M. President. Could the sponsor tell us whether
or not any nenber -- let's stay with the
Senate -- Denocrat or Republican, submitted to
ei ther you, the LATFOR enpl oyees, or that
conputer that we're going to get back to,
anyt hing about lines in their district?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Not to ny
knowl edge. |If they did, it would have been
t hrough the public hearing process.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
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yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Coul d the sponsor
tell us whether or not he's aware of the
exi stence of any emmils or texts or other
correspondences between any sitting nenber of the
Legi sl ature and LATFOR concerning district |lines?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | don't have
t hat knowl edge. Not that |'m aware of.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d.

SENATOR LANZA: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Wul d t he
sponsor yield? The sponsor vyields.

SENATCOR LANZA: Does the -- could
t he sponsor tell us whether he knows who the
Senat e Republican appointee to LATFOR i s?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Yes, | believe |
do, Senator Lanza.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor

yi el d?
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: It's great to have
a good counsel at your side. The fact of the
matter is -- through you, M. President -- | bet
Senator G anaris did not know that.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Wel |, you asked
me a question, | gave you an answer. Now you're
saying I'mlying to you. So --

SENATOR LANZA: Oh, no,
absolutely -- M. President, absolutely not.
Absol utely not.

So I'll ask a different question.
Through you, M. President, did Senator G anaris
know that | was the appointee before this nonent?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes, | did.

SENATOR LANZA: WI 1l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor continues to yield.

SENATOR LANZA: G ven that fact,
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could the sponsor tell us why | was never invited
to any of these map-drawi ng parties?

SENATCR G ANARI S: I''mnot famliar
with what parties Senator Lanza is referring to.

He's generally a sociable guy, so if
there was a party, we probably woul d have invited
hi m

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Coul d the sponsor
tell us why I was not invited to anythi ng having
to do with LATFOR or nap draw ng?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Not really.

SENATOR LANZA: WI 1 the sponsor
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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sponsor does not vyield?

SENATOR LANZA: The sponsor does
not yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Oh, I'msorry,
yes.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Oh, the
sponsor yields. Sorry.

SENATCOR LANZA: Just to be clear,
I''m --

SENATOR G ANARI S: | was stil
answering the previous question again.

SENATCOR LANZA: Gotcha. ©Oh, so the
no is you don't know why I was not invited.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Correct.

SENATOR LANZA: WI 1l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR LANZA: As chairman of
LATFOR - -

SENATOR G ANARI S: Cochai r.
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SENATCOR LANZA: -- cochair of
LATFOR coul d you not, Senator G anaris, have
invited ne?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Perhaps it would
have been within my ability to do that, but |
chose not to.

Again, | don't know what |'m
inviting you to. There weren't any parties. You
know, | don't know what it is you're asking about
t hat you shoul d have been invited to.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Wul d t he
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: "1l try to make it
cl ear.

So | don't think the sponsor is
really telling us that there was this conputer
tucked in sone basenent of sone buil ding where
they film"Men in Black"” which did everything
aut onormously w thout any human input, and that we

all just sat around waiting for the cake to be
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baked and that you were as surprised as anyone
when you received the maps fromthat conputer. |
don't think that is what happened. |In fact, |
know that is not what happened.

SENATCR G ANARI S: And | never said
that' s what happened.

SENATOR LANZA: So through you
M. President, the drawing of these districts
occurred sonmewhere and invol ved soneone, and
probably nore than sonmeone. |I'mtrying to get,
on behalf of the people of the State of New York
a glinpse into that process.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | under st and
t hat, Senator Lanza.

SENATCOR LANZA: Because |'ve had
none as a nmenber of LATFOR, the people of the
state have had none.

And | think it's time, before we
vote on this piece of legislation, that we draw
back the curtains and open the door and get an
i dea how t his happened and the process. And |
think it's perfectly appropriate for us to be
tal ki ng about the process.

So through you, M. President,
besi des 250 Broadway in New York City, which is
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where LATFOR does nost of its work, were any maps
drawn in any other |ocations?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Once again, |
don't know.

But et me say this, because nmaybe
we could cut through this if we stipulate to sone
things. Maps were drawn, a conputer did not
organically draw them \Wich | never said, but
you seemto be under the inpression that that's
what m ght have happened. That's not what
happened.

There are civil servants who work
for LATFOR who do this work. They've been doing
it for many, many years. You and your coll eagues
were not involved, we can stipulate to that.
kay? If that's what you're trying to get at.

You have maps before you that ny
name is on as the prinme sponsor. | wll take
responsibility for what's on those pages. Ask ne
what ever you want about it. But I'mnot going to
sit here and let you start poking at civil
servants and trying to identify people publicly
for doing their jobs. You want to do that in
litigation, you'll have the chance to try and do

that, and a judge may or may not allow you to do
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that. But I'mnot going to sit here listing
public servants into this political gane you're
trying to play.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor continue to yield? The sponsor yields.

SENATOR LANZA: So this is not a

game. This is very serious. |'mnot poking at
anyone. Regardless of your title -- Senator,
enpl oyee, civil servant -- if it was your task to

draw t hese maps, then the people of the State of
New Yor k deserve to know how you did it.

Through you, M. President, can the
sponsor tell us how many neetings there were in
drawi ng these |ines?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No, | cannot.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Wul d t he
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR LANZA: And t hrough you
M. President, the sponsor has already said that
no out-of-state consultants were involved in this
process. Could he tell us whether or not there
were any in-state consultants who were not
enpl oyees or civil servants or nmenbers of the
Legi sl ature who had input or had an advisory

position with respect to the drawi ng of these

maps?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: No, there were
not .

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor continues to yield.

SENATCOR LANZA: So it's clear the
sponsor does know specifically some of the things
t hat happened here.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Let ne just --
because you're characterizing ny response, so |et
me just step in to clarify.

Yes, | would know if there was a
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contract with a consultant. So | can answer that
guestion. | don't know which civil servants
wor ki ng at LATFOR were typing things into a
conputer. Those are two different things.

SENATOR G ANARI S: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yield? The sponsor has agreed to yield.
SENATOR LANZA: That's

under standable. | appreciate that.

M. President, through you, can the
sponsor tell us whether or not he nade any
decisions with respect to where any of these
i nes were drawn?

SENATOR G ANARI S: | " m pausi ng
because these things are vague and general .

| had input into the lines, yes.

But ultimately let nme al so say that we have a
strict set of criteria that exist, and that's
what was driving the map maki ng.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

SENATOR LANZA: So let's get to the
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t hat .

So the strict set of data that drove
this process, can you describe what that or those
are?

SENATOR G ANARI S: G ve me one
nmonment to pull that up. (Pause.)

kay, so it's all laid out in the
Constitution, but since you asked: Wether such
lines would result in the denial or abridgenent
of racial or language mnority voting rights.
Districts shall not be drawn to have the purpose
of nor shall they result in the denial or
abridgment of such rights.

Districts shall be drawn so that,
based on the totality of circunstances, racial or
m nority | anguage groups do not have | ess
opportunity to participate in the politica
process than other nmenbers of the el ectorate and
to elect representatives of their choice.

To the extent practicable, districts
shall contain as nearly as nay be an equal nunber
of inhabitants. For each district that deviates,
t he comm ssion shall provide explanation. Each
district shall consist of contiguous territory.

Each district shall be as conpact in form as
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possible. Districts shall not be drawn to
di scourage conpetition or for the purpose of
favoring or disfavoring incunbents or other
political candidates or political parties.

The commi ssion shall consider the
mai nt enance of cores of existing districts, of
preexi sting political subdivisions, including
counties, cities and towns, and of communities of
i nterest.

Towns or bl ocks which fromtheir
| ocation nmay be included in either of two
districts shall be so placed as to make said
districts nost nearly equal in nunmber of
i nhabi tant s.

The requirenments that Senate
districts do not divide counties or towns, as
wel | as the "bl ock-on-border” and
"town-on-border"” rules, shall remain in effect.

SENATOR LANZA: WI 1l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor continue to yield? The sponsor yields.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,

M. President. Thank you, Senator GG anaris.
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So who made sure that all that
happened?

SENATOR G ANARI S: The civi l
servants at LATFOR who drew these maps. Wth
input fromnme, if that's what you're | ooking for.

SENATOR LANZA: Wth input from
you.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

Senator Lanza, as a courtesy, you
are approachi ng your 30-m nute debate |imt.
Just as a courtesy.

SENATOR LANZA: Ckay. Thank you.

SENATOR G ANARI S: And | should
say, Senator Lanza -- |I'msorry to step in, but
as it relates to the Assenbly portion of this
bill, I don't speak for the Assenbly. So I'm
just giving you our side of the equation here.

SENATOR LANZA: | understand. And
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| appreciate that.

Through you, M. President, would
t he sponsor yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Wul d t he
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,

M. President. Senator Ganaris, it's been
reported that, quote, unquote, an Hi spanic
district was drawn. Do you believe that to be
true?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | don't know
what that means, Senator Lanza. Can you be nore
specific in your question?

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,

M. President, |I'mjust going by what your press
secretary said.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can you -- |
mean, | don't know what you're referring to,
Senat or Lanza.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,

M. President, it's been widely reported in the

news that an Hi spanic district was drafted. |Is
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that true, and what does that nean?

SENATOR G ANARI S: The map contains
many districts that have predom nant Hi spanic
popul ati ons.

And as | did yesterday, |et ne point
out I'musing the term"Hi spanic" because that's
the termthe Census uses.

SENATOR LANZA: Yes. Yes,
understand that. And thank you for clarifying
t hat .

WI 1l the sponsor yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: | s the sponsor
awar e of some opposition that is being raised by
t he Asi an- Amrerican conmunity, especially in
New York City, with respect to the feeling that
their vote has been diluted by the maps drawn
her e?

SENATOR G ANARI S: ' maware of --
am| aware of that? I|I'maware of it specifically

as it relates to sone concerns about the Assenbly
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l'i nes.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Wth respect to
t hese new | ines, how -- how nany -- with respect
to these new |lines, how many Republican nenbers
of the Senate now find thenselves living in the
sane district?

SENATOR G ANARI S: |"msorry, | was
speaking to staff. Can you repeat that, Senator
Lanza?

SENATOR LANZA: Yes. Wth respect
to these new lines that are being proposed, how

many sitting Republican nmenbers of the Senate

will now find thenselves living in the sane
district?

SENATOR G ANARI S: " m not sure |
know t he answer to that offhand. | know there's
been -- | think there's been reports since the

maps cane out about a couple of such situations.
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SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Lanza, you have reached your 30-m nute debate
limt. The sponsor has agreed to yield. Let
this be the final question.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
| et Senator Lanza continue. But he is eating
into his colleagues' tinme if they also intend to
debat e.

SENATOR LANZA: Ckay.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On
consent, continue, Senator Lanza.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

M. President.

Wbul d t he sponsor vyield.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes, | do.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Sol will help

Senator G anaris out. There are four nenbers in
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t he Senate who are Republicans who will now find
t hensel ves living in the same district. Could
you tell us how that occurred?

SENATCR G ANARI S: Wl |, as Senator
Lanza surely knows, the maps had to change.
That's why redistricting is required.

Popul ations shift. There seened to be mgration
over the |l ast decade to parts of downstate.
That's one reason.

Anot her reason is the
Republ i can-drawn maps that we're living with
today had taken full advantage to mani pul ate the
al | owabl e popul ation deviation. So currently the
di fference between the nost popul ated and | east
popul ated Senate districts is 9.3 percent. The
legal limt is 10. And we endeavored to fix
t hat, because we deemthat to be an abusive form
of gerrymandering. And now the difference
bet ween the nost and | east popul at ed
districts are 1.6 percent.

Now, | give you all that background
data by way of explai ning the Republicans, your
side of the aisle, had done that in order to
increase artificially the nunber of seats in a

certain part of the state, and overpopul at ed
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other districts to decrease their representation.

Now, we coul d have pl ayed that gane
and taken it in the other direction and kept the
deviation to its maxi numextent to benefit us for
parti san reasons, but we did not do that. CQur
difference is 1.6 percent, which nmeans that as
cl ose as possibly could be imgined, all the
districts in the entire state have conparabl e
popul ati on.

In doing that, that al so
necessitated a shift -- a shifting of the |ines.
And when the lines shift, people who reside in a
certain area sonetines get inadvertently placed
in the sane districts

But these lines are not drawn to
make sure everyone who's el ected has a district
torun in. They're drawn for the communities of
t he state.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,

M. President, | agree with that. |It's just
funny, it's just funny -- or perhaps not so
funny -- that magically or coincidentally, by

conpl ete happenstance, it occurred with
Republ i can nenbers of the New York State Senate.

W're led to believe, M. President,
that the author of these maps, the entity hol di ng
that pencil or pen was, |ike Lady Justice up
there on the great Seal of New York State, blind,
blind to the result, guided only by the
constitutional paraneters. But anyone | ooking at
t hese maps, M. President, cannot deny, cannot
with a straight face see that Lady Justice did a
| ot of peeking and that there was an invisible or
not - so-i nvisible hand really guiding the process.

Because | believe in coincidences,
but it's just a bit too much nore for ne to
accept that a blind process guided only by these
constitutional principles somehow seenmed to
target Republican nmenbers of the Senate --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Lanza, are you on the bill or are you asking the
sponsor to yield for a question?

SENATOR LANZA: -- and not --
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Lanza, are you on the bill or are you asking the
sponsor to yield for a question?

SENATOR LANZA: | am asking a
guestion. | am asking a question.

-- and not Denocrat nenbers of the
Senate. So ny question, M. President, for the
sponsor is, how could that have happened?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: ' minforned,
Senator Lanza, that there is a district where a
Denocrat incunbent was placed in a district with
anot her incunbent Senator as well. So it's not
just the Republicans.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: | am so glad the
sponsor brought that up.

Lady Justice seenmed to have taken
of f her blindfold with respect to that district,

too. Because yes, there are two nenbers who |ive
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in a Senate Denocrat -- a Denocrat-| eaning
district -- in fact, | think the sponsor is one
of them-- but surreptitiously, Lady Justice and

t hat not-so-dunb conputer created a brand-new
district right next to that one in which no
sitting nmenber of the Senate now resides.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can you be
specific -- | don't know what you're referring
to. It would be the hel pful.

SENATOR LANZA: Yeah, | wll.

So through you, M. President, the
sponsor just nmentioned that there is in fact a
district in which two sitting nmenbers of the
Denocrati c caucus reside.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: That's not what
| said. | said there's a district where a
Denocrati c menber and anot her incunbent menber
were placed in the sane district.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATCOR LANZA: W coul d tal k about
that one. So once again, you're alluding to a
district in which a Denocratic nenber of the
Senate will now be sharing a district with a
sitting Republican nenber of the Senate.

And it just so happens, again, this
conputer -- | w sh sonebody would tell me where |
could buy this conmputer -- it happens to be the
district that has the greatest shift in terns of
where it was in registration and where it nowis
inregistration. | think, if menory serves ne,
it goes froman R-plus, D-- it goes froma D4 to
a D40. So for those listening, it nmeans it went
froma slightly Denocratic seat to an
overwhel m ngly Denocrat seat.

So yes, there is a seat in which a
Republ i can and a Denocrat who are now in office
are pitted agai nst each other. But the conputer
was able to draw a district that Abraham Lincoln
probably coul dn't w n.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Senat or Lanza,
if I may --

SENATOR LANZA: Yeah.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Because |

honestly have no i dea what you're tal king about.
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| don't know what the D-plus, mnus, whatever is
inthis district. | honestly don't know.

But just because we've all run in
canpai gns and are involved in politics, |
seriously doubt it went fromplus 4 to plus 40.
That woul d just be like a -- sonme kind of
nonumental shift that | don't know if | can
i magi ne happening. Maybe it did. But if it did,
| don't even know that it did. So that's fine.

But et me say as well about this
district, because let's be clear about what
happened. Gkay? Sonetinmes districts are going
to get better and sonetines districts are not
going to get better and the districts are going
to change when you redraw the |ines.

But you're tal king about a
district -- and just because we're speaking very
generally, let's get to it, it's Anmherst, |
believe, is the town we're tal ki ng about -- that
you fol ks had tw sted and convol uted to connect
to the Gty of Rochester. Okay? Wy? Because
it was R-plus whatever your chart says there. |
don't even know what it was. Right?

And so putting a suburb of Buffalo
with the Gty of Buffalo is why that happened.
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And for you -- because |'ve heard this out in the
worl d since these maps came out -- for you to say
t hat somehow our interests should be in making
sure that current districts that elect certain
peopl e continue to do that, that's partisan
gerrymandering. | don't have those nunbers
you're looking at. GCkay? You're |looking at how
much Denocrats woul d get, how nmuch Republicans
get. | don't have that.

| " m thinking about Amherst is next
to Buffalo. They belong together. As opposed to
|l et me take Amherst and junp through all these
other rural towns and get all the way out here so
| could split Rochester three ways. Because when
you guys drew these lines, there were al
Republ i cans representing the Gty of Rochester.
As it turns out, we beat you under your own
lines. W can tal k about that another tine.

But that was egregious. You can't
sit here and conplain about the fact that we're
keeping a city and its suburbs together when you
woul d want to connect a Buffalo suburb to the
city of Rochester which you are only carving into
to keep the other residents of Rochester from

el ecting a representative of their choice.
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SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield? The sponsor vyields.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
M. President. As |'ve stated a nunber of tines,
| didn't connect anything to anyone.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: It nmust have
been the conputer you guys use.

SENATOR LANZA: And irrespective of
what happened 10 years ago, 20 years ago or
50 years ago, it is the legislation and the maps
before us that are rel evant.

SENATOR G ANARI S: You can try it,
Senat or Lanza, and escape tal king about what you
guys did, but you cannot for the foll ow ng
reason.

|"mnot doing it just to be, you
know, petty. The changes you see that you're
conpl ai ni ng about are the result of us fixing the
horri ble map drawi ng that you all did a decade
ago. Maybe it wasn't you. Like |I said, maybe
you had your own superconputer or whatever. |'m

not going to sit here and ask you "Wio drew your

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

610

lines 10 years ago, Senator Lanza? Gve nme the
nanme of the person,” like you are.

But the fact is, this map is a fix.
And when you fix things that are broken, they're
going to change. And you may not |ike that
change, but that's what's happening. And that's
why |I'm going to keep bringing up what these
lines | ooked Iike 10 years ago.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: | would agree this
is afix. 1 wwuld agree it's fixed. And | would
say the only thing it fixes --

SENATOR G ANARI S: | think, if I
can help you, the termof art for people on your
side of the aisle is rigged. Isn't that what you
guys say every time you don't |ike something that
happens?

SENATOR LANZA: M. President, as

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

611

always, | tend to agree with Senator G anaris on
many things. Yes, rigged. By the way,
M. President, not by you, but by sonmeone.

Because | agree with what the
sponsor was saying, M. President, about the fact
that the maps should not be drawn to favor one
party or one incunmbent or sonme candidate. And so
in fact, M. President, |I'm asking these
guestions not because | want that to happen, but
because it has al ready happened.

SENATOR G ANARI S: It happened a
decade ago --

SENATOR LANZA: It has al ready
happened. It is happening right here in these
l'i nes.

SENATOR G ANARI S: It happened
10 years ago, it happened 20 years ago, it
happened 30 years ago --

SENATOR LANZA: And t hrough you
M. President --

SENATOR G ANARI'S: -- it happened
40 years ago, it happened 50 years ago.

SENATOR LANZA: And t hrough you
M. President --

SENATOR G ANARI S: Al by your side
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of the aisle. | could go back further --

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
M. President, 1'd like to think that | have sone
common sense. It is inplausible, I'll say
i npossible for me to accept that these maps were
created without, without attention to hel pi ng one
i ncunbent or another, or one party. That's ny
bel i ef .

M. President -- M. President,
t hrough you -- because | know a | ot of people
across the State of New York are going to see and
are going to know the same thing. And so we
could tal k about 10 years ago as long as the
sponsor wants to. |If the sponsor would like to
bring that |egislation back to the floor, 1'd
gl adly vote aye.

But we're tal king about this
| egi sl ation, because this is what the people of
the State of New York are going to have to |live
with for the next 10 years.

M. President, through you, would
t he sponsor yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR LANZA: Senator G anaris,
did LATFOR, you or the conputer use election or
enrol | ment data when draw ng these districts?

SENATOR G ANARI S: I"mtrying to
get it -- your questions get very vague, which is
why |' m pausi ng.

Regi stration data is avail able
publicly. 1t's always been. | believe LATFOR
posts themon their website so the public can
have a | ook at them and, you know, do their own
anal ysi s and know what's happeni ng.

And of course we have to | ook at
themin the sense of nmaking sure that the maps
are being done correctly.

So yes. But they were not drawn for
the purpose -- let ne get the words exactly
right. They were not drawn for the purpose of
favoring or disfavoring incunbents or particul ar
candi dates or political parties.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: If I can just --

Il will, but if I can just clarify alittle
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further, just so everyone understands what |'m
tal ki ng about .

There's a |l egal principle that
relates to the first criteria, but it alsois a
federal principle, where you cannot allow for the
retrogression of mnority voting power. |n order
to ensure that you're doing that, you have to
| ook at el ection performance in those districts.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
M. President. That rem nds ne, could the
sponsor tell us how many districts contain over
50 percent of a specific mnority?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: One second.

(Pause.)

SENATOCR G ANARIS:  |If | understand
your question, it's how nmany districts have a
majority of a particular --

SENATOR LANZA: Yes.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: -- mnority
popul ation, right? Let nme do the math here.
Hol d on one second.

(Pause.)

SENATCR G ANARI S: | believe it's
seven. Seven with a majority. There are others
with a plurality of mnority representation.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,

M. President, thank you.

Coul d the sponsor tell us whether or
not these districts were drafted with those
comunities in mnd?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: To the extent we
were required to to conply with the law | just
referenced, then of course.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Does the sponsor
know and t herefore could the sponsor tell us what
the citizen voting age popul ation is of those
districts?

SENATOR G ANARI S: We got into this
alittle bit yesterday, Senator Lanza, with
Senator O Mara. The Census has not provided us
with final citizen voting age popul ati on data at
this point. So | don't have that.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,

M. President. So a few nonents ago we tal ked
about this conputer and that data needed to be
i nput t ed.

|f that infornmati on was not
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avai |l abl e, what information and data was used?

SENATCR G ANARI S: W used the
census data as it relates to popul ation
generally. And we do have, I'mtold, the
voti ng-age popul ation but not the citizen voting
age popul ati on.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Wul d t he
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: So just to be
clear, is the sponsor saying that the -- so which
informati on was avail abl e?

SENATOR G ANARI S: The voti ng-age
popul ation. | guess, fromwhat |'m gathering
fromwhat |'m being told, we don't know anong
t hat popul ation which are citizens or not.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the

sponsor yield? The sponsor vyields.
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SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
M. President.

So could the sponsor tell us then
how you evaluated the VR districts w thout
utilizing the data?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Vell, we
utilized the data |I just referenced.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Can t he sponsor
tell us, would that data provide the sane
i nformation?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No.

| thought you were done.

SENATOR LANZA: Yeah.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | mean obvi ously
not, or else it would be the sane data.

But this is what we have to go on
Most of the country has already finished their

redistricting, so | assume they're using the sane
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informati on that we have available to us. It's
just not the CVAP data, not the citizen voting
age popul ati on dat a.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield?

Senator G anaris, do you vyield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Oh, yes, |
yield, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Whul d you i ke
me to answer that?

SENATOR LANZA: Yeah.

SENATOR G ANARI S: My under st andi ng
is the citizen age voting population is not a
criteria we're required to use for purposes of
conplying with federal |aws. But the other data
we' re using provides enough information for us to
conply with federal standards.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Wul d t he

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
tell us how recent or -- the latest confirnmed
data, the year that we have that data for?

SENATOR G ANARI S: One nonent,
pl ease.

(Pause.)

SENATOR G ANARI S: We're getting
into the weeds here, but it's a good question.

So we don't have the CVAP data
current and final, as we discussed. What the
Census does is periodic surveys to update its
data froma decade ago. The data -- the nost
recent such survey was in 2020, except that data
is widely viewed now as unreliable because it is
accepted that it msestimated a | ot of the
nunbers. And that was nost evidently so in the
fact that that data would have indicated we were
going to | ose two congressional seats in
New York, that's why everyone had that
expectation, but when the actual data canme in we
only | ost one.

So fromwhat | understand, al
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experts recogni ze that the 2020 survey data is
not a reliable baronmeter at this point.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield? The sponsor yields.

SENATOR LANZA: Does the sponsor
believe that if we waited for the newest data
that there would be a greater chance that the
maps woul d be drawn according to the
constitutional paraneters?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield? The sponsor continues to yield.

SENATOR LANZA: | s the sponsor
saying that with the new data that ought to be
used, nothing woul d change?

SENATOR G ANARI S: | expect nothing
woul d change, yeah.

But again, I'mtold that the federa

standards do not require or expect us to | ook at
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citizen data, only population data. And so the
voti ng age popul ation data which we have is
sufficient.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Wul d t he
sponsor yield? The sponsor vyields.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,

M. President. Wuld the sponsor agree that if,
for instance, in SD 51, if a district was drawn
whi ch conmbi nes two i ncunbent Senators of the sane
party and that it was drawn intentionally to
acconplish that goal, that that would be

unconsti tutional ?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | mean, these
standards are brand-new and have not been
interpreted. So | don't want to sit in the
position of our judiciary and tell you exactly
what woul d run afoul of them or not.

But to the extent it was being done
intentionally to -- let me get the | anguage
right -- intentionally to disfavor an incunbent,
that that would seemto be violative of

subdi vision 5 of that provision.
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SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR LANZA: Thr ough you,
M. President. And so the sponsor is claimng
that that did not happen there.

SENATOR G ANARI S: It certainly did
not happen.

SENATOR LANZA: W11l the sponsor
yi el d.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR LANZA: And woul d that --
t he sponsor agree that where it also occurred in
SD 4, in which two Republican nmenbers of the
Senate now live in the sane district, that again
that was just a happenstance of the data that was
inputted into the conputer and then -- resulting
inlines spit out by the conputer?

SENATOR G ANARI S: That's exactly
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what |' m sayi ng.

SENATOR LANZA: Wbul d t he sponsor
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR LANZA: So | don't know
whet her or not the sponsor is aware, but one of
these districts that we're tal ki ng about --
because the sponsor, when we discussed this issue
a few m nutes ago, tal ked about the fact that
when you change districts dramatically, these
sorts of things are going to happen.

One of these districts,

M. President, is substantially intact. And what
| nmean by that is very, very, very, very little
has changed between the old district and the new
district. Let's say this is the district

(i ndi cating sheet of paper) except one little
thing. Right over here lives a Republican nenber
of the Senate. (Indicating corner of paper.)
She's here now. And sonehow t he conputer knew

and Lady Justice up there lifted her blindfold,
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and her house was snipped right out of the
district, while the rest of the district is the
sane.

Can the sponsor explain that?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Well, | can,
because the rest of her district is not the sane.

And that district was changed in
order to unite comunities of interest that were
intentionally divided by you all 10 years ago.
know you don't want to hear it, but if you want
nme to answer the question, |'ve got to explain
t he context.

So we were conbi ning communities
that you had divided -- intentionally, | would
submit -- and in doing so the result you
referenced occurred. But it was not intentional.

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President, on
the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Lanza on the bill.

SENATCOR LANZA: M. President,
first 1 want to thank Senator G anari s.

This is -- to nost people it's
boring. But the inplications and the inpact on

the State of New York is not, it's far fromit.
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This is as inportant a bill as you will ever vote
on if you are a nenber of the Legislature.

And M. President, | believe the
peopl e of the State of New York deserve to know
how t hese maps were drawn, who drew them and why
t hey ended up | ooki ng the way they do.

You know, there's a term known as
"gerrymandering.” | think it conbines the nane
of a nenber of sonme |egislature years ago with

"sal amander," because sonebody | ooked at sone of
the district lines and said it |ooks like a

sal amander, and sone guy Gerry nmade them so
we'll call it gerrymanderi ng.

M. President, the sponsor tells us
that this legislation ains to fix that and to
cure that. The people of the State of New York
are going to get a look at these maps and they're
going to know, M. President, that that's not
true. Wen you | ook at these naps, what you're
going to see are a bunch of sal amanders whi ch
have grown new |l egs and a | onger tail.

In fact, they |l ook |Iike octopus.
Maybe that ought to be the new way we descri be

this one. W'Il call it gerrypus. Because,

because this map is the quintessential definition
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of inmproper gerrymandering witten with one goal
in mnd, to grab nore power for one party, when

the goal of districting is to nake sure that the
peopl e's voi ces are heard.

You know | hear a lot lately from
the left about an attack on our denocracy. |
hear a lot on the left, fromthe left, about the
di senfranchi sement of voters. | hear a lot from
the left about a so-called voting rights bill,
nanmed after one of Anerica's great |egislators,
that's being considered in Congress now as being
vitally inportant if we're going to fix so-called
our denocracy.

M. President, this map viol ates
that bill. If that bill were |aw, these naps
woul d be thrown out. Period. And in fact,

M. President, the entire inpact of this

| egislation will do nore to disenfranchise
voters, will do nore to marginalize voters, wll
do nore to alienate certain mnority comunities,
will do nore to allow one party to grab nore
power than anything that's ever conme before this
floor.

The worl d i s watching,

M. President, and the world knows exactly what's
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happeni ng here.

Quite frankly, M. President, |
accept everything Senator Ganaris said with
respect to what he knows and what he doesn't
know. But we all know, we all know,

M. President, that this map was not witten by
some neutral conputer sitting in some basenent
somewhere. | npossi bl e.

W all know, M. President, that
people -- politicians -- sat down and said, Let's
make this district ook like that because we'll
get another Denocrat. Let's draw this district
this way, because we'll get rid of that
Republ i can. There's no other way to explain this
map, period.

Now, Senator G anaris and | like to
di scuss the past sonetines. He likes to talk --
tell tales about the past, 10 years ago and
beyond. Wiy don't | just stipulate, why don't |
just stipulate that what's happened in the past
10 years ago, 20 years ago, 30 years ago,

40 years ago is not perfect. I'lIl go so far as
to say | wouldn't have done it that way. But
Senator G anaris likes to talk about it,

M. President, to nuddy the waters of what is
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happeni ng now, to blind the people to what is
about to hit them

Let's just say sonebody commtted a
wong 10 or 20 or 30 years ago. | don't
understand the logic in terns of what that means
today. Does that nmean if sonebody robbed a bank
20 years ago that we're going to rob a bank
today? |Is this about petty you-got-nme, now
| -got-you? Because it's not supposed to be.

This bill needs to stand on its own.
We're here to judge this bill the way it is. The
people of the State of New York are going to have
tolive with these maps. And | can tell you
this, M. President. The people of the State of
New York have had it. They have had it. As |
travel the state | see despair, frustration
People feel that too nmuch is wong and not enough
isright. But really they despair because they
feel they don't have a voice and they don't have
a say and that their liberty has been Iimted and
their freedom has been infringed. And that it
seens nore and nore every day that governnent has
nore power than they do.

And that's not the Anerican way.

Thomas Jefferson knew that it's a zero-sum gane.
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Every drop of power the governnment takes cones
out of the well of liberty that belongs to the
people. And this is the greatest power grab that
|"ve seen in a long time. And every drop of
power that the Denocrats are gobbling for

t hensel ves conmes at the expense of the freedom of
t he peopl e.

And that's why they despair and
that's why they are tired and that's why they are
frustrated. Wien they see this, they say: This
whol e thing is rigged agai nst us. W have no
voi ce. These politicians, all they care about is
their owmn power, and they'll shred our rights to
grab anot her ounce of it.

You know, M. President, |I'm going
to be voting no when the tinme cones. As if that
was any surprise. But what's happening here is
wrong. Listen, | understand -- we tal ked about
conversations between nme and the Majority Floor
Leader. W both |ove our state, we both |ove our
country. W talk about the process often, what's
wong with it, what's right with it.

The sponsor wants to tal k about what
happened 10 years ago. There's a big difference.

First of all, the Constitution didn't include an
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| ndependent Redi stricting Conm ssion. Second of
all, Denocrats did not call -- control every
branch of governnent in the State of New York. |
will admt in this chanber, M. President, that
politics is a conpetitive, bare-knuckles
endeavor. And so of course peopl e understand
that if you give the pen to the Republicans,
they' re probably going to try to wite Republican
districts. Let's admt the big elephant in the
roomhere. |f you give the pen to the Denocrats,
they' re probably going to wite districts for
Denocr at s.

| know when you say that,
politicians run around with their fingers in
their ears and say, |npossible, that doesn't
happen, | would never do it, | don't know what
you're talking about. It's a computer. It's a
conputer. Blane her. Blame him Gvil
servants -- they're good people -- they did it.
| don't know what you're tal king about.

Everybody knows what |'mtalking
about. Everybody knows what |'mtal king about.
And so the only way the systemworks in the
absence of what we tried to do in the state, the

| ndependent Redi stricting Conm ssion, which was
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to take the politics out of it -- it didn't work.
The only way that you get close to it is when you
have both sides at it, when you have the
Republ i cans at the table and Denocrats at the
t abl e.

Republ i cans, yes, yes,
M. President, trying to get nore Republican
districts. Yes, M. President, Denocrats trying
to draw nore Denocratic districts. But faced
off. Fighting. Opposing. Arguing. And
ultimately having to conpronise. That's the way
our founders intended the systemto work.
Conprom se on behal f of the people so that you
come as close to perfect, as close to good as
possi bl e.

That' s not what happened here,
M. President. You cannot conpare today to
10 years ago. Today one party had the pen. One
party. And that's dangerous. Any tinme one party
has the pen, the people suffer. Because human
nature kicks in, and politicians think of
t hensel ves. They forget why they came here.
Their conpetitive juices flow, and they say,
Let's beat them Meaning let's beat the other

party. And to heck, to heck with how t hat
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af fects the people.

And that's what happened here,

M. President. One party, one pen. You heard it
here, M. President, on the floor. Republicans
were not even invited to, yes, the map-draw ng
party. They weren't. For the party that clains
to care about mnority voices, for the party that
claims to care about inclusion, for the party
that cares -- that clainms to care about the
voters and the people, this process, this process
proved that at the end of the day too nany
politicians care only about thenselves, their own
power, their own party, and not the people.

And the people are going to see this
map. And there's no way around that that is what
happened.

And so it breaks ny heart,

M. President, that the other party not only
can't do a dam thing about it, the other

party -- the other party is not even invited, not
even counsel ed, not even consi dered when doi ng
sonmething as inportant as this. Wy not ask for
input? No one said you had to use it. But right
fromthe get-go it was clear.

| ndependent Redistricting
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Comm ssion, M. President, everyone knew where
that was going. |1'd |love to find out one day
whet her or not soneone told those peopl e what
t hey ought to do. Because if they did, because
if they did, you're talking big tine,
M. President.

And we knew all along. | didn't ask
Senator G anaris, M. President, but | could tel
you | wonder aloud, as well as so many others do,
when were these maps really drawn? Wre they
drawn Saturday, were they drawn | ast week, | ast
nmont h, | ast year? People deserve to know,
M. President. People deserve to know.

| know |I'm not going to buy that
t hese were drawn by sonme conmputer. | know the
people ain't going to buy it. You know, there
was a fanmous case in the U S. Suprene Court
concer ni ng pornography, and the judge fanously
said, the justice famously said: | can't really
describe it to you, M. President, but | know it
when | see it. GCerrymandering, inproper
gerrymandering is kind of the sane, in that --
hard to define, but you know it when you see it.
Just ook at this map, M. President, and you

will see it.
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And let's renmenber that
gerrymandering is just not sone funny expression
that we talk about. It neans that the voters
were screwed. That's what gerrymanderi ng neans.
It means the voters were used as pawns to serve
one party.

I'I'l end with this, M. President.
| believe, as Judge Learned Hand once said, in
the ultinmate supremacy of reason. In our
country, which was so brilliantly devised in
terms of its Constitution and its form of
government, we have the | egislature, we have the
executive, and we have the judiciary,

M. President. And throughout ny lifetine, the
courts were the last refuge for justice. And I'm
hoping, M. President, that they will renmain as
such, because | believe that at sone point the
court will get to see the same map that | am

| ooki ng at here.

M. President, | thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrell o, why do you rise?

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President. WII the sponsor yield for a

guestion?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for some questions?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Yes, thank you,
Senator G anaris.

So in this debate with Senator Lanza
you | think quoted fromthe constitutional
anmendnent the people of New York asked for, and
voted for, that this process has to include
communities of interest. Can you pl ease define
comunities of interest?

SENATOR G ANARI S: | think it's a
very general term Sone comunities of interest
have been recogni zed as such by case law. But in
general, it is communities that share common
aspects of their life, conmon | anguages, and are
generally defined in a way that they identify
with each other.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor continues to yield.

SENATOR BORRELLO So with that in
mnd, | can tell you that | |ooked at several
districts and it seens |like a |ot of what was
drawn, the only common interest was there was a
| ot of registered Denbcrats, nore than
Republ i cans. That just seened to be the nost
conmon i nterest.

Wth that said, whoever it was --
bureaucrats, conmputers -- how woul d they have had
a clear definition of comunities of interest in
order to draw these maps? So quickly, | m ght
add.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Vel |, Senator
Borrell o, there were thousands of subm ssions
over many nonths of public hearings that the
conmi ssi on had that were avail able to us and that
LATFOR consul ted when the lines were drawmn. And
many of them nmade argunents as to why their
districts should | ook a certain way.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Your press
secretary stated that you drew two new districts
in the New York City area, one for the Asian
community and one for the Hispanic community.
Were those districts drafted only with those
comunities in mnd?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No. | think --
and | don't know what quote you're referring to,
so |l can't really address it specifically. |
don't doubt that you're referring to sonething
that actually occurred, | just don't know what
was said.

But those districts were drawn to
recogni ze grow ng popul ati ons over the |ast
decade. And yes, communities that, if | may
guote the Constitution again -- and this is the
first on the list -- recognizing that racial and
m nority | anguage groups do not have | ess
opportunity to participate in the politica
process than other nmenbers of the el ectorate.
And t hat was how we were | ooking at those

comunities particularly.
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SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

M. President, will the sponsor
continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor continues to yield.

SENATOR BORRELLO So you brought
up grow ng popul ations, which is an interesting
guestion for me. The County of Erie has -- their
popul ati on had grown, yet you have taken one of
the Senate seats out of Erie County, assunming to
nove it to New York City, obviously.

So if the County of Erie's
popul ati on grew, why did you have to nove a seat
out? In fact, how do you justify renpving a seat
fromthe Western New York del egation?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | continue to be
startled that ny coll eagues want to focus on this
part of the map, because the argunment you're
making is that we should continue to divide
communities that identify with each other in
order to have nore Senators fromthat region

And so what you're basically arguing is continue
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to take a piece of the Buffalo region and attach
it to the City of Rochester. That's why you have
so many people representing Erie right now

W woul d prefer to unite those
comunities as nuch as feasible, and that's what
we' ve done.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So we're going
to unite comunities by giving themless
representatives. |'mnot sure how that unites
communi ti es.

But with that being said, | still go
back to nmy question. It's based on popul ation.
It's based on popul ation, and Erie County grew.
So | still don't understand how you justify
essentially taking away representation for
roughly, what, 300,000 people. So --

SENATOR G ANARI S: First, that's

not what happened, Senator Borrello. W did not
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take away -- everyone's going to have a Senator.

And as | nentioned before, what we
are doing is repairing a broken map that -- you
weren't here back then, Senator Borrello, but a
broken map that you all broke. Okay?

So the reason Amherst is connected
to Rochester is to elect a Republican. It's the
exact thing you pretend like you' re opposed to
right now. And your argunent is let's leave it
that way because that's the way it is.

So you're saying we built in a
Republ i can advantage into this district by
grossly gerrymandering and separating peopl e who
identify with each other and |ive near each
other, to elect a Republican, and now we don't
want to change it because that woul d be bad for
us.

Well, I"msorry, you know, that's
not how it works. Comrunities that bel ong
t oget her bel ong together. Wen you guys divide
cities and you divide towns fromtheir
nei ghboring cities in order to achieve a
political goal, that's going to be fixed.

And our map, to address sonething

Senat or Lanza said earlier, just to the eyebal
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is so much cl eaner and conpacter and conti guous
than the one we're |iving under today.

So if you want to have that debate
"1l have it all day | ong.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So you said
we -- and again, | wasn't here, you' re absolutely
right about that -- we divided cities. So is the
City of Buffalo going to be represented by one
Senator? It's only 250,000 people. So is the
City of Buffal o divided?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No. Because one
of the criteria, as | nentioned when | outlined
themall earlier, is to maintain the cores of
existing districts. And Buffalo is split pretty
cleanly between -- | believe the west side is in
one district and East Buffal o and South Buffalo
in another, if | remenber correctly. And we're

mai ntai ni ng that situation.
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The other thing I would nention is
as we try and allot population to certain
districts, we have this town-on-border rule which
we tried to fix in the referendum So it didn't,
so this is -- you know, what you're asking about
is sonething that existed that we tried to repair
t hat you opposed. But the only -- we're not
allowed to divide towns, if we can help it, and
so the only place that we can go to to equalize
t he popul ation anong the districts is to go into
the cities and peel population off of it.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So you' re saying
despite -- so you said bad Republicans split the
city. Now you're saying but to the best of your
ability, you also had to split the city.

SENATOR G ANARI S: No. | saidto
the best of our ability we have to unite the

cities, but we weren't able to do it because of
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this rule. Wich is why you have a nore united
city, fromthree to two.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So 10 years ago
| wasn't here. As | recall, though, because |
was pretty involved in politics, were both -- the
Republ i cans in charge of both houses?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No. But the
di vi sion --

SENATOR BORRELLO No, no, that was
my question. Thank you.

M. President, will the sponsor
continue to yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: | can answer any
way | choose, Senator Borrello.

(Overtal k.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anaris has the floor.

SENATOR BORRELLO. Al right, go
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ahead, go ahead.

SENATCR G ANARI S: The division --
you know, you've been here a couple of years now,
Senator Borrello. W haven't all been here
because of the COVID rules, so -- which you're
flouting today, | should add, but that's okay.

The -- the way this capital has
historically worked is it's not so nuch Denocr at
versus Republican as it is majority versus
mnority. And | have the fortune or m sfortune
of having been here | ong enough to have w t nessed
t hi s.

The Assenbly majority and the Senate
majority were making deals left and right all the
time. And nobody cared about the Assenbly
Republ i cans or the Senate Denocrats back then.
Probably nost notably when we had Governor Cuono,
who was actively working against us. So don't
assume that party registrations, you know, nean
anyt hi ng around here.

But the point is those maps were
drawn to benefit the Senate Republicans and to
benefit the Assenbly Denocrats. And that's how
it happened.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
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if the sponsor will continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor continues to yield.

SENATOR BORRELLO Ckay, so | guess

my point was is that, as | recall, they couldn't
come to an agreenent. And as | recall, the
courts had drawn sone lines. | knowit was so in

t he congressional side of things.

But if you're claimng that the
Republ i cans control |l ed the process, how could we
have controlled the process -- how could every
si ngl e menber in both houses have voted for
excl usi vely Republican maps when we did not have
maj orities in both houses?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Vell, | think
just answered the question. | nean yes, you are
right as relates to Congress, that went to the
courts.

But the Senate |ines were drawn by
t he Senate Republicans, and the Assenbly agreed
to accept their lines, and vice versa. So that's

how it happened.
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SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

M. -- Senator G anaris, thanks
agai n.

So | ampretty new here. | wasn't
here 10 years ago. But | do know one thing. |
know t he people of New York State said, W don't
want anynore gerrymandering. W don't want
anynore deal s between the Assenbly Denocrats and
t he Senate Republicans. W don't want a process
that's done behind cl osed doors. W want the
peopl e to be invol ved.

| don't know whet her people were
i nvol ved here. But | do know that the Denocrats
control the Assenbly, the Senate, and the
executive chanber. That was not the case
10 years ago.

So when | bring up these argunents,
what | hear is, Wll, that's what the Republicans
did. Wwell, first of all, not this Republican. |
wasn't here. |In fact, nost of ny coll eagues

weren't involved in this process.
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But regardl ess, the people of
New York State said we don't want this anynore.
And here we are doing the sane thing again.
What's the definition of insanity?

So, folks, | can tell you that |
think people in nmy district are far nore attuned
to this than | really thought they woul d be.
This is kind of a down-in-the-weeds thing. But
they' re upset, they' re upset because when they go
to the gas punp, the price is higher. They're
upset because when they go to the grocery store,
they can't find food to put on their table.

They' re upset because they turn on the TV and
they see cities |ike Rochester with a higher
nmurder rate per capita than the city of Chicago,
the nurder capital of the world.

And they want to at |east feel like
their governnent's working for them And they're
not tal king about special interest after special
interest dividing the people, keeping us angry
with each other. And they ask that we have a
bi parti san process to draw districts for
comunities of interest, which we can't even
define. But the people could have told us what

their conmunities of interest were. They could
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have said, this is why we want to stay together.

When | | ook at that ridicul ous
63rd District -- | lived in Arherst. | started
my business in the City of Buffalo. There's no
business for that district to be where it is.

This is not the process the people
wanted. And for the Denocrats to say, Wll,
that's what the Republicans did -- well, | don't
know about your grandnother, but ny grandnot her
says two wongs don't make a right.

So let's set that aside. [|If you
folks are the people -- the party of the people,
then do what the people asked. This isn't it.

It's ridiculous. W had a chance to
do it right. W had a chance to do what the
people said in 2014, and they said it again just
a couple of nonths ago. And what are we doi ng?
The sane old thing. Wy? Because that's what
t he Republicans did. None of these Republicans
didit.

So I"'mno, and | think everybody
el se should be no. Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Akshar, why do you rise?

SENATCOR AKSHAR: M. President, on
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the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Akshar on the bill.

SENATOR AKSHAR: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise this norning on behalf of not
only the people that | represent in Senate
District 52, but on behalf of all New Yorkers,
regardl ess of their politics, regardless of their
political persuasion, regardless of where they're
from

You know, they say that absol ute
power corrupts absolutely. It was true in 1857
when the phrase was coi ned, and that statenent
has never been nore true than it is today.

Ask yourself a question: Wat is
the role and responsibility of an el ected
official? For nme, it's sinple. It's your job to
execute the will of the people. W work for the
peopl e, not the other way around.

The sad reality is that there are

sone in this roomthat are so self-absorbed, so

drunk on power that they will blatantly
circunvent the will of the people for their own
gain. It's not as though it's happened once,
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twice -- it's happened three tines.

Just a very brief history | esson.
In 2014 the people of this great state spoke very
clearly. They said, W want an independent
comm ssion to redraw the line. The bill that
al l oned that to happen passed in a bipartisan
way. There are Denocrats that still sit in this
roomthat thought it was a good idea. The
now mayor of New York City thought it was a good
i dea. Menbers of Congress thought it was a good
i dea.

Fast forward, 2018, new nmjority.
They say, you know what, let's take one nore
crack at this. Let's see if we can change the
will of the people. Ballot Proposition No. 1,
repeal what the voters said in 2014.

What did the people say? They said,
No, | don't want the Legislature involved in this
process. | want it to be an independent process,
and the result of that being an independent map.

So here we are today, for a third
time, discussing the very sane issue. But today
is much different. Today we're doing it in a
very public way. And there are nmenbers of the

Majority that are saying, we're going to
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del i berately silence the voice of the people.
We're going to deliberately silence the will of
t he peopl e.

The reality, ny friends, is that
they can't win argunents or debates based on
nmerit or fact, so by way of these maps what
they're doing is structuring the system of
government that gives them the el ected
officials, all of the power at the expense of the
very people that they're supposed to be
representi ng.

Now, one woul d think that what |
described is a bad novie or a book. And | say to
all nmy friends across this great state that in
fact it's not. It's your governnent. |It's your
state governnent working for you this way.

Sadly on full display, as you've
seen during the debate, is blatant arrogance, so
much arrogance it drips fromthe gold ceiling in
this room You see shanel essness, you see
cal | ousness, cunningness. And what | call it is
political calculus enployed by the so-called
| eaders of this great state.

Senator Borrello tal ked about

communities of interest. For decades, Broone and
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Ti oga counties, two counties that | represent,
have al ways been represented by the sane nenber
of the State Senate. That no longer will be the
case. You know why? Because of politica
gerrymanderi ng, that's why.

So for the Majority to have no issue
attenpting to silence the voice of those in the
Mnority, or silence people who live in upstate
New York -- M. President, quite frankly, it's
why | rise today, to honor ny commtnment to the
people that | represent and to honor ny
commitment to the people, all the people of this
state. To conme here to Al bany to speak up and to
be their voice and to speak truth.

A yes vote very sinply is a nessage
to the people: | do not care what you think. |
do not care what you say. Wsat | care about is
my own political |ongevity.

And as | stand here and speak about
this bill, I amnore resolute in ny belief that I
work for the people. M job is to represent
their needs. M job to represent their desires.
So today, as | always have -- and like ny
col | eagues, who sit in their desks exactly where

t hey bel ong, doing the people's work -- | remain,
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just like nmy colleagues, a principled | eader, an
el ected official who understands who he works
for. | choose, like ny colleagues on this side
of the aisle, to put people before politics.

|"m here six years in Al bany. This
is the nost shaneful, undenocratic, un-Anerican
pi ece of legislation that this house has ever
t aken up.

M. President, | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Rat h, why do you rise?

SENATOR RATH: On the bill,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Rath on the bill.

SENATCOR RATH: M. President, |

rise to describe a broken, fractured and w ckedly

parti san process. These Denocrat-drawn Senate
and Assenbly maps are now fully revealed. And
with that, one thing is infinitely clear to
everyone in this room The will of the people
has been i gnor ed.

In 2014 the voters of New York
resoundi ngly supported a constitutional

anendnent, and that anendnent created the
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| ndependent Redistricting Conm ssion. This
anmendnent made it abundantly clear that

New Yorkers wanted |l egislative lines drawn in a
fair and a nonpartisan nmanner. This past
Novenber the voters spoke again, furthering their
support of an independent process for
redistricting. Twi ce in seven years. Yes,
that's twice in seven years.

Surely the voice of the voters was
heard. O was it? | wonder if ny coll eagues on
the other side of the aisle are having short-term
and long-termnenory issues. Three nonths is not
along time, folks. Three nonths is a blink of
an eye in this business.

Bot h of these referenduns were
conpl etely ignored, side-stepped and bypassed by
the Denocrats in this Legislature. Now we are
seeing the results. Conmunities that have been
bound together for years are ripped apart.
Communi ties that have been bound together for
years are separated. Sone of these comrunities
have been together for six decades. That's a
long tine. |Imagine that -- six decades together,
now ri pped apart. To ne that is the voters of

certain areas of New York State being
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di senfranchi sed, no | onger represented together.

Make no m stake. This is the |east
transparent redistricting process New York State
has ever seen. \Wat was once the great Enpire
State now has been reduced. It has been reduced
to a state of redistricting funk. A state of
redistricting funk, plain and sinple. Too many
communities in Western New York and across our
state are losing their voice, and in return for
what? Here's what's happening. New York Gty is
gaining two new Senate seats to further its
parti san agenda. That is just wong.

It's proposals like this which we
are seeing fromthis Majority that is the reason
why t he peopl e across our great state no | onger
trust their governnment. The trust is |ost, and
that is shamef ul

What el se are we seeing? Here's
what we're seeing. Nearly 1,000 residents per
day are |leaving our great state. This mght not
seem|ike much to New York City, but this neans
the world to upstate. A thousand peopl e a day.

This is not good governnment. This
is not positive |leadership. It's failed

| eadership. And what this represents is nore
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hyperpartisan politics as usual out of Al bany.

There's not been one public hearing
on these maps. There's not been any public input
on these maps. This is shaneful, and this is
unaccept abl e, as voter equity is now |l ost on the
residents of Western New York

|"mgoing to close in echoing the
comments of ny good friend Senator Akshar. An
argunment can be nade that this is a nove to
cement absol ute power, absolute power for one
side of the aisle in Albany. | deeply hope that
this body never forgets that absol ute power
corrupts absol utely.

For these reasons, when the tinme is
right, M. President, | will be strongly and
resolutely in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Stec, why do you rise?

SENATOR STEC: Thank you,

M. President. On the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Stec on the bill.

SENATOR STEC: |"ve been |istening
to the dial ogue and the debate today, and a few

things junped off the page at ne that | thought
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warranted bringing a little nore attention to.

On the first debate | think the
poi nt was being nade that of our 20 nenbers, five
of our menbers, | think it could be fairly said,
fared extrenely poorly in the maps that canme from
a conmputer with no human input, just randomy
generated by blind Lady Justice -- five of
20 Republican nenbers of this house got a very
unkind turn in this nap.

But what was not brought out, or it
wasn't clear, anyways, is that three people on
the other side of the aisle, three of 43, had a
simlar, you know, conplicated outcone, nost of
which will be resolved. Those three will be
fine.

So again, a blind process with a
conput er that saw no human input, no one knows
where the conmputer was or who worked on it,

25 percent of Republicans had an issue with the
map and at best 7 percent of Denobcrats in this
chanmber had it.

And part of the justification when
we started pulling these threads about asking why
were things done this way -- very predictable,

suppose at many | evel s understandable -- but the
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justification, nmake no doubt, was exactly this:
You did this to us when you were in the Majority
10 years ago and 20 years ago and 30 years ago.

Vwell, first of all, the vast
maj ority of us, including nmyself, have never
participated in this. So we'll pay for those
sins, | guess; sonebody wants to take it out on
menbers that had nothing to do with this. But
under stand t hat.

But | al so understand that ny
t eenage son, when he was nuch younger, he | earned
this I esson: Two wongs don't make a right. And
| think nost New Yorkers, | think nost
intelligent people would agree that two wrongs
don't make a right. But that's what we're doing
t oday.

However, | want to nake sure that
this point is very clear to the public and it
shoul d not need enphasis to this body. But
there's a couple of things that are very
different today than 10 years ago and 20 years
ago and 30 years ago. And that is in 2014, after
two different Legislatures passed a
constitutional amendnent, it went to the voters

of the State of New York to create an | ndependent
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Redi stricting Commission. This is the first tine
that we have gone through this process with that
part of our Constitution, the state's
Constitution, anmended to require an |Independent
Redi stricting Comr ssion process.

That was reaffirnmed | ast fal
t hrough the proposition process. The voters of
the State of New York said they wanted this to
not be a partisan process. And yet here we are
at today | ooking at what was a very, very
partisan process.

And the other point that | think is
wort h nentioni ng when people say, Wll, you did
this to us 10 years ago, is that 10 years ago we
had a divided Legislature. W had one party in
the majority in one house, and the other party --
they were forced to work with each other, they
were forced to conprom se, they were forced to be
fair to each other.

And I'Il circle back to ny
initial -- that five of 20, and a few of those
irreconcil ably damaged by this process, whereas
three of 43 are mldly inconvenienced by this
process. No one in the State of New York that

| ooks at these facts is going to say that this
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was done fairly or blindly or by a conputer with
no human i nput.

Wth that, | will be voting in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none --

(Vocal objections; multiple
Republ i can hands rai sed.)

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President, |
t hi nk what you're asking is who wants to speak on
the bill as opposed to explaining their vote,
whi ch we're about to get into right now So --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Yes, ny
under st andi ng was that you individuals would be
expl ai ni ng your vote.

| s anybody el se on the bill?

SENATOR TEDI SCO. | am

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Pl ease
next time, Senator Tedisco, please notify your
fl oor |eader.

Senat or Tedisco on the bill.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,
M. President.

Holistically, let me start out by
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saying | heard Senator G anaris say that this
redi stricting changes the process of
gerrymandering, and | totally agree. It

hei ghtens the process of gerrymandering. It does
change it to that extent.

And for ny coll eagues, | think you
know t his. Sonet hi ng happens when you tell a
lie; you have to tell another lie to cover it up.
Then after you do that, you have to tell another
lie to cover up the lie you told to cover up the
initial lie. And it goes on and on and on.

The nost egregious individuals | can
think of -- and | think your constituents think
of that too -- is people who take an oath of
of fice, people who ask themto |l et themrepresent
them Those are elected officials. Because you
take an oath of office not only to adhere to the
New York Constitution, but the United States
Constitution, to listen to them to be their
representative, and basically to be honest and
strai ght forward.

This is the antithesis of what a
representative denocracy and a representative
government is.

Now, 10 years ago, which you've been
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tal king about, there was certainly
gerrymandering. And there was gerrynandering
10 years before that, and there was
gerrymanderi ng 10 years before that. And nost of
you who are in the Majority now were in the
Mnority, like |l was in the Mnority in the
New York State Assenbly. And we kept talking
about we've got to change the systemfor an
i ndependent, outside comm ssion.

And t he do-good groups across the
state, the League of Wnen Voters, all those
i ndi vidual s, the nedia wanted to have that
happen. And you know what? The nmedia wants to
have it happen again. That's the fourth estate.
That's what you talk about. And there's sone
conservative mnmedia, there's some progressive
medi a. But you can | ook across the state and the
nation today, and they're tal king about New York
St at e.

| just picked out one today. This
is the Washi ngton Post, their opinion piece:
“"New York's Denocratic gerrymandering is
egregious. The courts nust intervene." Let ne
read that. |It's not nme, it's not ny coll eagues,

it's not even today what you're hearing fromthe
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Republ i cans and Denocrats across New York State.

And I'Il tell you why it's both
parties. It's a nmedia outlet, it's the Tines
Union, it's the Gazette here in the Capital
Region -- 90 percent of them the fourth estate,
says you are gerrymandering to the hi ghest
|l evels. Not us. And they're the watchdogs. You
always rely on themquite a bit. |[|'ve been in
this room and |'ve heard you quote the nmedia and
all the facts that they brought forth.

So now you' re refuting what our
friends fromthe fourth estate have been saying.

After that |last 10 years where there
was gerrymandering, we canme together at sone
poi nt before we got to this point 10 years |ater,
where we're going to go through the same process
of redistricting, and we cane together and said
enough is enough. Partially because of all those
do- good groups, and the public, Republicans and
Denocrats, a good majority of the 19.5 mllion
people. Let's do it the fairer way. Let's have
parity. Let's try to take as nmuch politics out
of it. Let's think about the people we
represent.

And you know what? Mnorities and
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maj orities, Republicans and Denocrats,
progressives and conservatives said: W'IIl do
it. By alarge magjority of all of us, we said
let's let the chips fall where we may this tine.

Sonet hi ng el se happened al ong the
way. M coll eagues on the other side of the
ai sl e becane the Majority in this house. More
than that. W had one collectively, holistically
voice fromone affiliation fromone region of the
state. You control all levers of power. Period.
You control all Ievers of power.

You had the ability to adhere to
t hat i ndependent outside comm ssion that you said
you supported when you were in the Mnority.

| was in the Majority for two of the
years that |'ve been here. 1've been through
several redistrictings. | never was in the
Majority, but | always was opposed to
gerrymanderi ng, disenfranchising the public.
Especially this one does for upstate New York
And anybody who represents any part of upstate
New York, if you're voting for this, you're
telling us: You don't nake a difference. W
oath of office doesn't nmake a difference.

You told me -- and this is the other
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part of it. After we voted for it, we went to
the public and said, Do you want this? And they
cerenoniously said they did. And the reason why
| say Republicans and Denocrats, because we can't
vote for anything in New York State unless
Denocrats vote for it. W can't stop sonething
from happening in the ballot box collectively in
New York State unless there's sonme Denocrats by a
good nunber who vote for it.

Denocrats and Republicans clearly
voted for an independent outside comm ssion,
because that's what we had going here. But then
you said sonething else, and this is the big lie.
This is what's so egregious. It's not only
egregious, it's evil and it's treacherous. And
our founding fathers are rolling over in their
grave knowi ng that we're at this point once again
at the highest level, to disenfranchise our
citizenry.

You said, We got the power. And
this is what scares nme so nuch, ny coll eagues.

Do you know how many countries have nucl ear
weapons? Wiat this says is that people who have
the power to do sonething, nost of the tine

eventually do it. That should scare the hell out
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of us right now Because if you can do this, the
nucl ear option -- I'mnot satisfied with
two-thirds of the control, 43, | want it all. |
don't care what | said in that oath of office --

| raised ny hand, had ny famly here, put ny |left
hand on the Bible -- | want it all.

And it's sad that -- you got nothing
on Pinocchio. | nmean, jeez, lie after lie after
lie, and they get bigger. And that's what you
have to do when you |ie.

So finally you said: | have the
power, why don't | just change ny m nd.
Proposition One, let's really water it down. |If
we really water it down, it will even be nore
easier to get it in our hands. And who cares
what those special do-good groups say or ny

public say or the people |I represent say?

Well, they sent a nessage to you
agai n, Denocrats as well as Republicans. It
failed statewide. | don't know, is there 9.5 to

9 mllion, 9.5 mllion people in New York City?
They didn't even care if you were going to bring
nore power to them They said this is wong.

Because it wouldn't have passed statew de unl ess

you had a heck of a lot of Denocrats voting for
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it. Real Denocrats, who care about an oath of

of fice, who care about representative denocracy.
Because, you know, Republicans and Denocrats both
really do. And they both say -- |I'msure they
have a phil osophy that they support, but they

al so believe in a representative denocracy.

You had the ability to do it, and
you took the nuclear option.

Now, |'ve been through several
redistrictings, as | said. And yeah, they tried
to beat ne out. But you know what | did? | did
the one thing you didn't do here. | just wal ked

into the district and told themthe truth. I

told themwho | was. | told themwhat | stood
for. | told themwhat 1'Il fight for. | told
theml1'll always represent them |'ll never wal k

into here and say, hey, what do | want to do and
my famly want me to do? Because ny famly, when
| take an oath of office, is the people | ask to
et me represent them The greatest honor you
could ever have is to be a representative. City
council, I was on there. State Assenbly, | was
inthere. Nowl'min this grand room the nost
beautiful room | think picked across this nation

as a Senate and a | egislative roomand office.
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And you know what they did? They
el ected ne overwhel m ngly. And you know why
we're all going to come back next time, even
t hough you turned our lives, our famlies' |ives
and the world upside down, you matched us up
together? You did the big lie. You did the big
lie. You' re going to need a bigger nask.

W're going to win. W're going to
win for one reason. W're going to tell the
truth.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

There is a substitution at the desk.
The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator G anaris
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nurmber 9040A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8185A, Third Reading
Cal endar 421.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
421, Assenbly Print Nunmber 9040A, by
Assenbl ynenber Zebrowski, an act to anend the
State Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2022.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: As a
courtesy to the house, mght | remnd the house
of the rules of, as it were, |aw and order and
governing debate. Relating to Rule 9, subsection
3(e), the sponsor is not to exceed five m nutes
and nmenbers nmay not speak to exceed 2 minutes in
expl anation of his or her vote.

Senator G anaris to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.
Let nme just at the outset clarify

that we've consented to let the | eader speak for
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five mnutes as well on his explanation.

So | just want to set the record
strai ght about a bunch of things that were just
said, and I'll do it within five m nutes,
hopeful | y.

W' ve heard a nunber of nenbers say,
you know, we were wrong 10 years ago -- neaning
you -- and, you know, that doesn't nmake it right
to do the sane thing back. Two wongs don't nake
a right, I heard that phrase a nunmber of tines.

Nobody is saying two wongs nmake a
right. Nobody is saying since you did it to us
for decades, we're now going to pull out the
hamer just for punitive purposes. That is not
at all what is happening here.

| made this point earlier in the
debate, but what is happening is repairing the
damage done by that work 10 years ago. And
20 years ago and 30 years ago and so on

You can't sit here and say we were
wrong, but |eave the maps as they are right now,
because that just enshrines that bad behavi or
into the nmaps forever. |If we're going to fix the
things that you did that were wong, we have to

fix them |If we're going to fix them things are
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going to change. And that's -- that's what's
happeni ng.

| want to give just a few exanples,
because one of the -- aside fromthe popul ation
devi ation question, which we already discussed, a
t ool known as cracking is sonething that was used
routinely by the Republican majority in
redi stricting.

Cracking is when you take a
comunity that bel ongs together and you chop it
up into pieces so that they can't el ect sonebody
of their choice. And we did a |lot of repair
work, and that's caused a | ot of the things that
you seemto be unhappy about.

Some of the places, just sone of the
pl aces around the state that were cracked that
are now together: Huntington, Bal dw n, El nont,
Wandanch, the City of New Rochelle, the Cty of
Wiite Plains just about. The City of Rochester
used to be split three ways, nowit's split two
ways. The County of Monroe was split six ways,
now it's split three ways only. The County of
Uster is all together. You guys had split it up
four different ways. The County of Tonpkins was

split three ways; nowit's in one.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

673

And | should nmention, as it relates
to Tompki ns, because it was brought up, the
commi ssi on proposals, both fromthe Denocratic
and Republican comm ssioners, have proposed a
solution simlar to what we did which conbi nes
t hose counti es.

And so what I'mhearing a lot in
t hese argunents is an argunent for incunbent
protection. You're not arguing about the
comunities and what they need and what they
deserve and what they care about. You're worried
about what you mi ght have to do, what your
famlies mght have to do. GCh, no, we're in the
same district with sonebody else. Ch, | m ght
have to nove, | m ght have to, you know, neet new
peopl e and convince themto vote for me. That's
the conplaints I"mgetting fromyour side of the
ai sl e.

And by the way, if we had done what
you' re asking and worried about those things,
that map would be illegal, because we're not
allowed to favor or disfavor particular people in
t he drawi ng of these naps.

And so | would close by saying that

we have here a map that if things were drawn
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fairly fromthe start, it would have | ooked |ike
sonmething like this. Now, naybe you woul dn't
have an artificial majority all these decades,
but that's not why we're here, to worry about
whet her you woul d have that or not. W're here
to make sure these conmunities are united.

And since it was brought up, | just
do want to clarify, for the record, the
Washi ngt on Post has not opined that these maps
shoul d be overturned. There was an opi ni on page
where they asked for soneone to wite in favor of
t he maps and soneone to wite in opposition to
the maps. And so there were colums next to each
ot her from i ndividuals not speaking for the paper
that presented either side of the argunent.

M. President, we're very proud of
t he maps we' ve produced. The people of this
state are finally going to have the
representation they deserve. And | proudly vote
yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anaris to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Jordan to explain her vote.

SENATOR JORDAN: The Mpjority's map

proves the mantra that we hear today, that power
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corrupts and absol ute power corrupts absol utely.
Make no m stake, these maps are the
result of the Majority's corrupt process. They
are the result of the Majority's failure to
respect and respond to the will of New Yorkers.
They are the result of political partisanship run
amuck. And these maps utterly fail to fulfil
the prom se of truly independent redistricting
t hat New Yor kers wanted, that New Yorkers voted
for -- twice -- and that New Yorkers deserved.
It's a shanmeful attenpt to try
rigging the process that politically
gerrymandered districts and deliberately
di senfranchi sed voters and comunities of
interest. By choosing to draw their own partisan
maps, Denocrats deliberately chose to ignore the
wi || of hundreds of New Yorkers and countl ess
communities of interest. The Majority is |ooking
to protect its own political power and not
reflect or serve the will of the people.
Redi stricting was supposed to be
i ndependent and not driven by partisan politics.
That's what voters wanted, that's what voters
were prom sed, and that's what these nmaps shoul d

have reflected. Yet this neasure does the exact
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opposite and flouts the will of the people.

" mgoing to quote that WAshi ngton
Post opi ni on page because it's appropriate.
"New York's denocratic gerrymander is egregious.
The courts must intervene." That was said about

t he congressional maps; it applies to the maps

t oday.
And to ny Greek friend Senator
G anaris, | say this in our native G eek
| anguage: Dropi. That nmeans shane. Shame on
you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Jordan, we have reached two m nutes. Please wap
your remarks up

SENATOR JORDAN: These maps are a
shanel ess exanple of politically partisan
gerrymandering at its worst. | vote no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Jordan to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Helm ng to explain her vote.

SENATCR HELM NG M. President,
the people of this state have repeatedly
expressed their desire for a fair and i ndependent
redistricting process. They voted for this at

the ball ot box not once, but tw ce. New Yor ker s
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made it very clear they wanted their voices to be
heard and they wanted to be represented in this
process.

| nstead, the Senate Majority has
chosen to ignore the voice of the people. And
that's not just my opinion, it's shared by | egal
and political experts fromacross the state who
have referred to this, the proposed districts, as
parti san gerrymandering. M chael Li, senior
counsel for the Denocracy Program at the Brennan
Center for Justice, was quoted in the New York
Times, saying "It's a master class in how to draw
an effective gerrymander." He added, "Sonetines
you do need fancy nmetrics to tell, but a map that
gi ves Denocrats 85 percent of the seats in a
state that is not 85 percent Denocratic, that's
not a particularly hard case.”

The Majority menbers of this body
have blatantly, blatantly disregarded our
State Constitution and the will of the people of
New York State. And to hear it stated over and
over again they're just trying to do the sane
thing the Republicans did 10 years ago is a
bl at ant fal sehood. Ten years ago there was

bal ance and col | aborati on bet ween Senat e
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Republ i cans, Assenbly Denocrats and a Denocr at
Gover nor .

This is why people have lost faith
in our state governnment. W don't need studies
to tell us that.

However, a recent poll |'m sure many
of you have seen that was put out by Unite
New York, a bipartisan poll, found that nore than
one-third of New York voters are so frustrated,
they're so fed up and frustrated that they're
ready to nove out of the state.

New Yorkers are sick and tired of
politics as usual. They're sick and tired of
bei ng i gnored. They deserve better --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hel mi ng, we have reached two m nutes. Pl ease
concl ude your renarks.

SENATOR HELM NG -- fromour state
government. And they deserve better fromthe
| egislators in this chanber.

M. President, | cannot in good
consci ence vote in favor of an outcone that
expressly ignores the will of the people. |
stand with my constituents and New Yorkers from

across this state and vote no on this
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| egi sl ation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hel m ng to be recorded in the negative.

Senat or Wik to explain her vote.

SENATOR VEI K: Today we were told
quite a fewlies. And they're lies. W were
told that a conputer in the cloud generated maps,
maps that were drawn on purpose.

And we've been listening to this --
since | took a district froma Denocrat, | was
told since day one that map was going to be drawn
and it was going to be changed when the census
came out, and it was going to be the first
mnority district. Wat a coincidence.

What a coi ncidence that is when we
see it all over social nedia posts: "Not only do
we have a superngjority, but we're going to
redistrict the hell out of New York. Can't
wai t." What a coincidence that is.

It seens we have sour grapes being
har bored by the Denocrats, which is | aughable.

We have 43 Denocrats sitting across the aisle
accusi ng 20 Republicans that 10 years ago maps
were drawn unfairly. That's |aughabl e.

When was the | ast time Republicans
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held a supermajority? | dare you to | ook up the
hi story, because it's never. The Republicans
have never held a supermgjority in the State of
New Yor k.

How nmany Senators were drawn --
found thensel ves drawn into the same district? |
can tell you the answer. Senator G anaris did
not know the answer. It was four. They were all
Republican. And -- although he'll lie and tel
you t he purpose of drawi ng those maps and
changi ng those maps was to unite like districts
with common interests.

Senator G anaris, pull out a nap and
| dare you to look to see. You did not unite any
new district in Senate District No. 3, you sinply
cut out where I live. That's all you did. You
did not unite one common conmunity that was not
al ready united.

New Yor kers should be nad. They
shoul d be furi ous.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Wei k, you have reached two minutes. Please
concl ude your renarks.

SENATOR VEI K: This is a disgrace

and it's a shame. And New Yorkers have not had
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their voices heard for two years. New Yorkers
need to have their voices heard.

And for that | vote absolutely not.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Weik to be recorded in the negative.

M ght | rem nd the house to keep
your comrents related to the content of the bill.

Senat or Serino to explain her vote.

SENATOR SERI NO Thank you
M. President.

This is a sad day for denocracy in
New York. These maps have been bl atantly
gerrynmandered to benefit the mpjority party at
the state and the federal levels, and as a result
they conpletely disregard the will of the people
of New York, who voted overwhelmngly in support
of an independent redistricting process.

You know, |'ve heard a | ot
t hroughout this process about what happened
10 years ago with redistricting, as if that
sonmehow justifies what is being advanced now.
Let ne be clear. |t does not.

| wasn't here 10 years ago. In
fact, nmost of us in here now were not. But those

runni ng this chanber today sold New Yorkers a
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bill of goods about change, only to prove the old
adage correct: Absolute power only corrupts
absol utely.

Because real |eaders |lead. They
don't disregard the clear will of the voters
because it's politically convenient.

| ndependent districting was a chance
to do this right. Wat's happening today is an
abject failure and an insult to the very people
that we are all elected to serve. New Yorkers
absol utely deserve better.

"1l be voting no today,

M. President, and | urge ny coll eagues on the
other side of the aisle to find their conscience.
Do what's right: Put the people of New York
ahead of political party and reject this bill.

| vote no, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Serino to be recorded in the negative.

Senator Ortt to explain his vote.

SENATOR ORTT: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to thank ny col | eagues, al

of whom have participated in this debate. | want

to thank the nmenbers of ny conference who have
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stood up. And you can hear the pal pabl e anger,
frustration. But | want to be clear, it's not
about the people in this room |It's about the
peopl e who sent us to this room

This legislation, | heard in the
begi nni ng of the debate, the sponsor said we
debate all kinds of legislation here. W pass
legislation all the tinme. And that's true, we
pass bad bills all the tinme in the | ast several
years. But this might be the worst.

But here's the difference. There's
no other |egislation that we've passed since |'ve
been here that elimnates two nenbers from
this -- fromour conference. This bill
elimnates two nenbers fromthe Republican
caucus. Bureaucrats -- or, as ny coll eagues
said, civil servants -- unelected, elected by no
one, have renoved two elected officials in this
map. That's why you hear frustration today.

Now, mny col | eagues across the aisle,
Senat or -- the sponsor has tal ked about what's
happened in the past. Now, he's much ol der than
me, so he's been here |onger than ne. But |
think it's inportant to note there's one

difference. There's one difference this tine.
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W didn't have a constitutional anmendnent al
those tines in the past.

Now, how do you get to a
constitutional amendnment? W' ve tal ked about the
past a lot. How about we tal k about 2014.

That' s when the people of New York voted to
enshrine in our State Constitution they thought
that they shoul d deci de who represents them and
that we shouldn't get to deci de who we represent.
And that's why they passed an | ndependent

Redi stricting Comm ssion and an i ndependent

redi stricting process.

Now, that process -- flawed but a
first of its kind here in New York -- held public
hearings all across the state, took in testinony
fromcomunities of interest, however you define
them all across the state -- New York City,
Western New York, North Country, Central
New Yor k, Hudson Vall ey, Long Isl and.

And when it failed, when the
conmi ssi oners could not reach a concl usion,
LATFOR took it over, the Legislative
Apportionnment Task Force. | know where it is,
it's at 250 Broadway, because there's a giant

sign down the hall fromny office.
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Qur appoi ntee, Senator Lanza -- he's
our LATFOR appointee. He wasn't -- he's the
cochair, the cochair of the task force, and he
never attended one neeting. Not one public
hearing was held on a map that affects 20 mllion
peopl e.

Now, you heard we took into account
comunities of interest. | have a letter here
fromthe IRCto nme as well as ny coll eagues --

t he Speaker, the Majority Leader, and the
Mnority Leader of the Assenbly: "The encl osed
flash drive contains files which are in the
possessi on of the New York State |Independent

Redi stricting Comm ssion. These files include
all public testinony that has been subnitted to
the IRC, including testinony that was received
after the plans were submtted to the Legislature
on January 3rd. Please let me know if you have
any questions."

The problemw th this,
M. President, it was received by nme and it's
dat e- stanped February 2nd. That's yesterday, for
t hose keeping score at hone. Yesterday.

These maps were in print Mnday

night. So | would be -- unless this information
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was received earlier by ny coll eagues, they
didn't take it into account. That's the point.

It was a sham fromtheir perspective, fromthe
beginning. That's the point. They didn't care
what the testinony was because they al ready knew
what was going to happen. That's the point. And
this proves it.

And as long as we're tal ki ng about
keepi ng communities together, | have to sort
of -- | have to sort of chuckle, because |
represent currently the City of N agara Falls,
whi ch once upon a tinme | guess sonebody deci ded
that should be within N agara County. It makes
sense, right?

Now, Ni agara Falls, |est anyone
think it's a bastion of conservative thought, is
not. And yet | have represented it in ny eight
years in the Senate. But sonebody decided that
we're going to take Niagara Falls out of the
district that the rest of N agara County is in,
and we're going to put it with a different county
and a different city.

Sol -- 1 know we can cherry-pick
t hese exanples, but this is about process, a

process that the voters decided they wanted, a
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process that was underm ned, a process that
failed, and now we're stuck with the same
process, gerrymandering. And it doesn't matter
who does it, it's wong. And you don't get to
make the argunment that it happened to us, we're
fixing it. You're just providing a different
solution, a different answer to the sane probl em
that has plagued this state for nany years.

And that's why you hear conmunities
of interest, different groups across the state
who are saying our vote has been diluted. And
it's not an accident. There's a menber of the
Majority who was facing off in a primry, and
that district -- that district is better for him
There was a significant group in that district
that no | onger exists to the same strength and
representation that they had in his current
Senate district.

So when soneone tal ks about
i ncunbency protection, that's al nost the
definition of it.

This is a flawed process,

M. President. [It's not a transparent process.
It is the same result for New Yorkers, only a

different party is controlling it. And we're
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| osing representation as a result, and New York
City is picking up to two additional seats as a
result.

That's a power shift, that's a power
grab. And it doesn't serve this state, it does
not serve this state well, and | believe it's in
violation of our own Constitution. And that is
why | urge all ny colleagues to vote in the
negati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ott to be recorded in the negative.

Majority Leader Andrea
St ewart - Cousins to cl ose.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, M. President.

| amcertainly happy to say that we
foll owed a process. W followed a process that
had been put in place by the former Majority. W
foll owed a process that said that this
commi ssion -- which, as we know, it was conprised
in the way that the former Majority said it
shoul d be conpri sed.

We put it together, we adhered to
every single stipulation of the conm ssion, and

we adhered to every single paranmeter once the
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conmi ssi on was not able to conclude its work.
There was countl ess testinony that was
consi dered, understood, and we got it.

And the results today are a result
of following a process that was put in place,
again, by the former Majority that has concl uded
today with the passage of these new maps.

| renmenber when | ran first, ny
district was rectangl e-1ooking. And after, there
was so rmuch consternation and the fornmer Majority
said that there would be -- signed pl edges,

i ndeed, saying that they were never going to do
anyt hing that wasn't bipartisan or nonparti san.
And at the end of that | had -- instead of a
rectangle, | always say | had a district that was
the smling profile of an old man with a scraggly
beard. He earned a nane, because there were so
many di fferent places that were sort of sketched
and etched together that | had to nane him He
was t he personification of what gerrynmandering

| ooked Iike.

In that time, not only were we going
t hrough a Great Recession, but while everybody
was tightening their belts, sonehow the forner

Majority thought it was fine to add a seat. Not
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only did they add a seat, but they added a seat
where there had been no popul ati on grow h.

So |l et ne assure you that not only
did we follow the rules that the forner Majority
put in place, we then accepted our
responsibility, as laid out by the forner
Majority, and we did service to the peopl e of
New York by actually reflecting where the
popul ation growth is, by reflecting what it is
that the majority of New Yorkers wanted us to do,
draw fair maps that stood -- that would stand up
to scrutiny because we actually nade them
cont i guous.

Because we actually didn't do,
again, what the former Majority did, where
Denocrats had over 300,000 people in their
districts and the forner Majority had about
285, 000.

W have adhered to the variabl es,
the variations. W've adhered to not breaking up
things. And we have reflected where the
popul ation growth really is.

So, M. President, | vote aye.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Maj ority
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Leader Stewart-Cousins to be recorded in the
affirmati ve.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 421, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle,
Gl livan, Giffo, Helmng, Jordan, Lanza,
Martucci, Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott,

Pal unbo, Rath, Ritchie, Serino, Stec, Tedisco and
Vi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President, |
beli eve we've agreed to restore the renaining
bill, 8197, to the noncontroversial cal endar.

Can we do that and take that up, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On
consent, the bill has been placed back on the
noncontroversi al cal endar.

There is a substitution at the desk.
The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator G anaris

noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
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Assenbly Bill Nunmber 9168 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8197, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 423.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
423, Assenbly Print Nunmber 9168, by
Assenbl ynenber Zebrowski, an act to anend the
State Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2022.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 423, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle,
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Jordan, Lanza,
Martucci, Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott,
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Pal unbo, Rath, Ritchie, Serino, Stec, Tedisco and
Vi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

Can you pl ease announce that at the
concl usi on of session, there will be an inmedi ate
nmeeti ng of the Finance Commttee virtually.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: At the
concl usi on of session, there will be a virtual
Fi nance neeti ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: And pl ease
recogni ze Senator Lanza for an announcenent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Lanza.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

Senator G anaris.

M. President, there will be an
i mredi ate and brief neeting of the Republican
Conference in Room 315 of the Capitol Building.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

694

will be an imedi ate brief nmeeting of the
Republ i can Conference in Capitol Room 315.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until Mnday, February 7th, at 3:00 p.m,
i nterveni ng days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
February 7th, at 3:00 p.m, with the intervening
days being | egislative.

(Wher eupon, at 12:43 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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