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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

January 20, 2022
11: 38 a. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR SHELLEY B. MAYER, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

274

PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Readi ng of
t he Jour nal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, January 19, 2022, the Senate net
pursuant to adjournment. The Journal of Tuesday,
January 18, 2022, was read and approved. On
noti on, Senate adjourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Can we take up the reading of the
cal endar, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 57,
Senate Print 7729, by Senator Skoufis, an act to
anend the Real Property Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunber 57, those Senators voting in the
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negative are Senators Giffo, Lanza, Oberacker
and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |

i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 51,

Senate Print 7780, by Senator Skoufis, an act to
amend t he Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: | believe
you nean Cal endar 151, correct?

THE SECRETARY: Oh, excuse ne.
Excuse ne.

Cal endar Nunber 151, Senate Print
7780, by Senator Skoufis, an act to amend the
Executi ve Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar 151, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, Giffo and Lanza.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
153, Senate Print 7784, by Senator Ranpbs, an act
to anend the Al coholic Beverage Control Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2021.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ranbs to explain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Yes, thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, |I'mreally happy that the
di scussi on about these chapter anendnents is
finally over and we can finally inplenment this
| aw.

| rise in defense of our
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restaurants. Restaurants have been trenendously
hit by the pandem c, by policies that have

di ssuaded people from going out, of course, in
order to keep everyone safe. But we know that
there is a bigger problemat hand and that there
are multinational conpanies |ike Anmazon that are
causing blights in our economc corridors in any
district here in New York State.

And that's why we want to protect
restaurants as our nost viable small businesses
in our conmunity, in order to keep our retai
corridors vibrant, in order to keep people at
wor K.

Look, | represent District 13, the
nort hwestern corner of Queens, where we have sone
of the best food in the world due to our
diversity. But | actually represent the |argest
cohort or concentration of food workers in New
York City. The closure of many restaurants in
Manhattan has hurt us tremendously as well.

And so being able to give New York
City restaurants sonme parity with the upstate and
Long Island restaurants in being able to obtain
tenporary liquor licenses is of utnopst

importance. This will allow new restaurants to
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be able to nmake noney much qui cker and hopeful |y
be able to reach that financial solvency that
they all dream about.

But | ook, there's going to be a | ot
nore work that has to be done in order to help
sal vage our restaurants. |'mlooking forward to
di scussi ons about unfairness with tripl e-net
| eases. | want to discuss naking sure that we're
maki ng the Governor's call for to-go drinks a
reality. And | want to nmake sure that every
si ngl e one of ny neighbors that dreans of opening
a small business, especially a restaurant, is
able to do so and that they are hel ped by the
state, not hindered by red tape or any
bur eaucr acy.

So | wanted to thank all of ny
col | eagues who have voted for this bill. And I
thank you -- | want to thank the Majority Leader
al so for her |eadership in naking sure that we're
ushering in this huge transformational change for
restaurants today.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Ranos to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Borrello to explain his
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vot e.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Certainly want to -- | am supporting
this, and I1'd like to thank the sponsor for her
support for restaurants. But | can tell you that
this is a small step in what is a ngjor gutting
of our restaurant industry, especially here in
New York State.

As a restaurant owner | can tell you
t hat we have nmuch bi gger problens to address than
this, and | hope the sponsor will | ook at those
probl ens.

For exanpl e, our unenpl oynment
i nsurance rates have doubled and tripl ed thanks
to the state's refusal to use excess federal
funding to do what other states have done, and
that's shore up our Unenpl oynent | nsurance Fund.
Through no fault of our business owners,

i ncludi ng restaurant owners, that fund has been
gutted, and other states have used that funding
to shore it up

Qur restaurants, our hospitality
i ndustries, our businesses in general should not

be paying the price for governnment's m stakes
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when it comes to the Unenpl oynment | nsurance Fund.

We still have the highest workers
conpensation costs in the nation -- five tines or
nore what it is in the State of Pennsylvania. W
shoul d address that if we would like to help our
restaurants and hospitality industry.

We should | ook at the rising costs
of doing business in general, in a city,
particularly, that has becone |ess and | ess safe.
People are afraid to go out to those restaurants.

So while | applaud the idea of this
bill, and it certainly does create parity with
upstate when it cones to these tenporary
i censes, we have nuch bigger problens to save
the hospitality industry in New York State.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Borrell o, how do you vote?

SENATOR BORRELLO Up. |'mup.

(Laughter.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senator --
| wanted to be clear.

Senator Borrello to be recorded in
the affirmative.

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
165, Senate Print 7799, by Senator Conrie, an act
to anend a chapter of the Laws of 2021.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 165, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Gallivan
Hel m ng, Jordan, Lanza, Martucci, Cberacker,
Pal unbo, Rath, Ritchie, Serino, Stec and WeiKk.

Ayes, 49. Nays, 14.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
188, Senate Print 7826, by Senator Persaud, an
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act to anend a chapter of the Laws of 2021.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2021.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
196, Senate Print 7838, by Senator Breslin, an
act to anend the |Insurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 16. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 196, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle,
Gllivan, Giffo, Hel mng, Jordan, Lanza,
Martucci, Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rath, Ritchie, Serino, Stec, Tedisco and
Vi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
201, Senate Print 7845, by Senator Myrie, an act
to anend Chapter 249 of the Laws of 2021.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is laid aside.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
202, Senate Print 7846, by Senator Brisport, an
act to anend the Social Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the

same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2021.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 202, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle,
Giffo, Jordan, Mattera, Oberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rath, Ritchie, Stec and Wi k.

Ayes, 49. Nays, 14.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
204, Senate Print 7848, by Senator Mannion, an
act to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2021.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 204, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Gallivan and Skoufis.

Ayes, 61. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
207, Senate Print 7870, by Senator Rivera, an act
to amend the State Fi nance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as Chapter 190 of the Laws of 2021.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the

readi ng of today's cal endar.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Can we now nove to the controversia
cal endar, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
201, Senate Print 7845, by Senator Myrie, an act
to anend Chapter 249 of the Laws of 2021.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Borrell o, why do you rise?

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam President. WII the sponsor yield for a
guestion?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
G anaris, do you yield?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
t he sponsor is not in the chanmbers, but I wll be
answeri ng questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
G anaris yields.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Senator G anaris. Appreciate it.

This bill is obviously going to
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create essentially -- or expand a new
infrastructure. |s there funding avail able for
our | ocal boards of elections to execute this and
execute it effectively?

SENATOR G ANARI S: There is funding
proposed in the Governor's budget proposal that
we just received this week.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: WIIl you
continue to yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

So we just voted on and passed 7799,
which is essentially -- even though this is
extending it till April 1st, | believe, doesn't
7799 essentially do the same thing but make it
permanent? So why are we passing a tenporary
ext ensi on when 7799 nmakes this pernmanent?

SENATOR G ANARI S: There's two
things that this bill does. It takes the system

that's been in place during the course of the
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pandem ¢ and extends that out to April 1st. And
then it would inpose a nore stringent systemt hat
woul d require an E-signature fromApril 1st going
forward

And the reason we are playing with
the dates like that is because the boards of
el ecti ons have suggested they need this extra
three or four nonths, whatever it is, to get the
per manent systemin place.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield, Senator G anaris?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So you nentioned
an E-signature. Are you saying there will be an
E-signature required for the application for the
absentee ballot, or just the ballot itself?

SENATOR G ANARI S: For the
application. You still need a wet signature for
t he actual ball ot.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent

will the sponsor continue to yield?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield, Senator G anaris?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

SENATOR BORRELLO So as far as
creating an E-signature, do we have -- where is
that in the legislation that it's required? |
didn't recall seeing an E-signature.

SENATCR G ANARI S: lt'"s in earlier
legislation. [It's on Bill Nunber 6482,
subdi vision 2(ii) on page 3. And it says that
the applicant must affirm subject to penalty of
perjury, by nmeans of electronic or manual
signhature, that the information in the
application is true.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Yes, thank you
for that information.

Now, the question is, would they be

able to pull a signature fromthe existing voter
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rolls, as opposed to a new E-signature, and stil
val i date that application?

SENATOR G ANARI S: The | egi sl ation
aut hori zes the use of signatures that are already
in the custody of the state, whether it's the
Depart ment of Mdtor Vehicles or the State Board
of Elections or potentially other agencies that
may be designated in the future.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So really we're
not requiring a new electronic signature, we're
just saying we can take an existing signature on
file.

How does that help in the security
of ensuring that it's actually the voter that
requested the ballot?

SENATOR G ANARI S: It requires the
person filling out the application to consent to

the use of their signature that's on file with
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ot her agenci es.

And just |ike someone who forges
your signature nmanually, the person doing so
woul d be subject to crimnal penalties if they're
doing it fraudulently.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Do you
continue to yield, Senator G anaris?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: He yi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO ell, |
appreciate the fact that, you know, we do convict
peopl e of forging signatures. | don't think the
state should be essentially creating a nore
fertile environnent for that to happen.

But that being said, what is to stop
sonmeone, therefore, fromapplying for an absentee
bal | ot on behal f of soneone else? Were is the
security measure there, assum ng that soneone
woul d have to give consent but we have no rea
proof that that's the person -- that's the actua
voter that's giving that consent?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: The same

mechani smin place that prevents soneone from
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filling out an application manually and signi ng
your name to it: Crimnal penalties.

And let me rem nd Senator Borrello
also that the ultimate fail-safe is the -- we're
just tal king about the application. The absentee
ballot itself needs a wet signature by the voter
whi ch can be checked.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO Senat or
G anari s, thanks once again for pinch-hitting.
|"m sure the sponsor appreciates it.

You know, all of these |laws we've
been passing lately, whenever we bring up the
i ssue of why do we need to do this, it's -- the
answer is, well, it's about voter suppression.
And when | bring up concerns with the integrity
of our elections, the response is, Wll, prove to
me that there has been el ection fraud.

Well, first and forenost, where is
t he voter suppression we're tal king about? The
2020 presidential election was by far the -- a

record turnout by far. More people voted in
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New York State and across the nation in the 2020
presidential election than ever in the history of
our nation. In every category, every

denogr aphi c.

So where is the voter suppression
that the | oosening of these | aws, the greasing of
t he wheel s of potential fraud, is justified in
doing? | don't see that.

But let's talk about election fraud.
| stood on the floor of this Legislature with a
stack of nmore than a thousand exanpl es of
el ection fraud that occurred. But probably one
of the nost egregious in the history was actually
perpetrated right here in New York State. In
2014, an Assenbly race in the Bronx, Hector
Ram rez running for the Assenbly in a fraud case
that involved, you guessed it, absentee ballots.

And to the point of what happens and
what are the safeguards -- having a wet
signature, as Senator G anaris said -- well, what
the New York Daily News call ed massive voter
fraud charges, 242 counts of voter fraud. And
according to the district attorney, the ADA, the
victinms said, in those 242 counts, that people

fromthe Ram rez canpaign, including Hector
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Ram rez hinsel f, showed up at people's doors and
said: You don't have to go to the polls to vote,
just sign here. And then his canpaign aides and
hinself filled out the ballots on their behalf.

This is when we still actually
had -- still had a signature requirenent for the
absentee ballot. Now we're renoving that.

Hector Ramirez was al nost a nenber
of the New York State Legislature -- a crimnal
who conmitted el ection fraud using an absentee
bal | ot schene. And we're about to nake it even
easier for guys like Hector Ramrez to do that,
to commt that fraud.

Now, here's probably the worst part.
Because we tal ked about the fail-safe, the
saf equards, the justice system \What started out
as 242 counts of voter fraud, what did
M. Ramrez and his counterparts actually get
convi cted of ?

Well, his aide got convicted of a
m sdeneanor charge of disorderly conduct. Did
she commt election fraud, or did she spit on the
sidewal k? | don't know. That will never show up
in any data about election fraud because she

wasn't convicted of actually an election fraud
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violation. She was convicted of a m sdenmeanor
charge for something unrelated to el ections.

And how about M. Ram rez hinself --
the man who with three nore fraudul ent votes
woul d have been sitting in the Assenbly chanber
right now -- what was he convicted of? He was
convi cted of possession of a forged instrunent.
The sane thing we charge a 19-year-old who has a
fake 1.D. to buy beer. That's what M. Ramirez
was convi cted of.

So the safeguards here in New York
State are clearly not working. |It's very
concerning, as |'ve said nmany tines before. This
is about the integrity of our elections. W are
removi ng the safeguards. W are taking the
safety valve off of the system And we al ready
had proven election fraud prior to that. It's a
concer n.

And for those fol ks who say we have
suppression -- and | agree that if there is a
per ception of suppression, sonething should be
done about it. Then we should be ensured that
we're al so addressing the integrity issue. And
i f people no I onger have faith that our

el ections are fair and honest, that is a mjor
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threat to the foundation of our republic.

So, Madam President, | amvery
concerned about once again | oosening the
restrictions and once agai n maki ng New Yorkers
| ess secure and certainly | ess confident that our
el ections are actually legitimate. So I'll be
voti ng no.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 201, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle,
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Jordan, Lanza,
Martucci, Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott,

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

298

Pal unbo, Rath, Ritchie, Serino, Stec, Tedisco and
Vi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| believe there's a report of the
Finance Cormmittee at the desk. Can we pl ease
take that up at this tinme and recogni ze
Senat or Krueger.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the
fol | owi ng nom nati on:

As Comm ssi oner of the Departnment of
Health, Dr. Mary Bassett.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER
Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

| would first like to offer anyone
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el se who would like to speak on Mary Bassett's
behal f, and then maybe | will close on her.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Rivera on the nom nation

SENATOR RI VERA: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| wanted to take this nmoment to
t hank Governor Hochul for sending us such a
gqualified nom nee: Dr. Mary Bassett, who is a
scholar, a former conm ssioner of health in the
City of New York, and sonmebody who not only cares
deeply about public health but has made it her
career to deal with health inequities. Most of
the work that she has done in the years of her
life and the decades that she has been working in
public health has been al ways about trying to
erase those health inequities which exist in
health systens all across our country and our
st at e.

And so |I'mincredibly happy to say
that I noved her nom nation yesterday and | do so
on the floor today.

And | also want to say that the

conversations that we had yesterday that were
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around not only, Madam President, the fact that
she -- not only her |evel of expertise, but the
fact that she recognizes, nuch like the new
Governor does, that cooperation and col |l aboration
bet ween the Legislature and the Executive is
incredi bly inportant, but also sonmething I'd |ike
to underline, particularly considering what we
had to deal with in the last couple of years, was
the fact that she said very clearly that she
woul d never do sonething which she felt, even if
she was given -- even if it was said to her, This
is sonething that you need to do for politica
reasons, that she would never do sonething that
woul d put the health and wel |l -bei ng of
New Yor kers at risk

And so | amincredi bly proud that
she has been nom nated, and | am | ooki ng forward
to working with her for many years to conme to
make sure we can make New York healthier and a
better place to live. So | proudly vote in the
positive on the noni nation.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Kr ueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
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much, Madam Presi dent .

First I want to highlight that
needed to say "I nove the nom nation of Dr. Mary
Bassett to the floor."

Appreciate Senator Rivera' s comments
as the chair of the Health Commttee.

| want to sinply point out that
Dr. Bassett cane before the Finance Conmittee
yest erday, and we had extensive questioning of
her back and forth. And it was a strong support
for her -- not universal, but strong support for
her. But | think that even if people don't agree
on everything, no one wasn't inpressed with her
credentials, her expertise in these areas, and
the i mportance of this job.

| think one thing that came across
was the fact that so many Senators care in so
many ways about health issues, public health,
frustrations with what hasn't been happeni ng at
t he Departnent of Health, and very, very high
expectations for Dr. Bassett. And she was very
honest in how short a time she'd been here and
that she has not actually |earned everything
about her own agency and all the responsibilities

wi thin law of the agency, but was very open to
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hearing fromus in the Legislature, for doing her
due diligence, and for getting down to the
probl enms and the sol utions.

And happening to be a representative
fromNew York City, | also had the opportunity to
see her at work when she was with the New York
City Departnent of Health. And | just want to
t hank Gover nor Hochul for sending us such an
excell ent nom nee. This is probably one of the
hardest jobs in governnent. Certainly at this
time, during a pandemc, it is multiplied in the
impacts. And so | amvery glad that we have
sonmebody who's going to nove fromacting to the
actual comm ssioner, with all the authority she
needs to do the right things for 20 mllion
New Yor kers.

Thank you, Madam President. | urge
everyone to vote yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

Senat or Jackson on the nom nation

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

My colleagues | rise today to

expl ain ny support for the nom nation of Dr. Mary
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Bassett for Comm ssioner of the Departnent of
Heal t h.

Dr. Bassett has nore than 30 years
of experience in public health, having served
four years as comm ssioner for health for the
City of New York. Dr. Bassett has had a track
record that highlights her dedication to soci al
justice and health throughout her career.

Her approach to health equity is
holistic, understanding the inpact of our
envi ronnment, housing, race, and gun viol ence on
heal th outcones for all New Yorkers.

Dr. Bassett served as the director
of the Francoi s-Xavi er Bagnoud, known as FXB,
Center for Health and Human Ri ghts at Harvard
Uni versity, and FXB professor of the Practice and
of Health and Human Rights in the Departnent of
Soci al and Behavi oral Sciences at the Harvard
T.H Chan School of Public Health.

And she received the Frank
A. Cal derone Prize, one of the nobst prestigious
honors in the field of public health in our
nation.

Because we have known each ot her for

some tinme -- her famly for many, nmany years
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[ived in northern Manhattan, and still her nother
and sister and other famly nmenbers reside there.
But she is a constituent, and | know her to be a
good person and an honorabl e person. And as a
resident of Inwood in District 31, Dr. Bassett
under stands the value of solidarity, real |ove,
and nei ghbors hel ping to protect nei ghbors --
comunity choosing to preserve community, to cite
her own words.

Wile | can't say when the pandem c
will end, | can tell you this. Wen we do
succeed, it will be because fam |y chose to
protect fam |y, neighbors chose to protect
nei ghbors, and comunity chose to protect
comunity.

Currently the acting comm ssioner,
Dr. Bassett will becone the 17th Conm ssioner of
the State Health Departnment. Qur recovery from
this pandenmic requires tested | eadership and
experience to inprove health equity and access
across our state. Dr. Bassett is perfectly
equi pped to | ead the New York State Departnent of
Health during this critical nonent.

And for these reasons,

Madam Presi dent, | vote yes to confirmDr. Mary
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Bassett for Comm ssioner of the Departnent of
Heal t h. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Jackson.

Senat or Boyl e on the nom nati on.

SENATOR BOYLE: Thank you,

Madam President. To explain nmy vote on the
nom nation of Mary Bassett for New York State
Comm ssi oner of Health.

W screened -- as Health Committee
nmenbers, we screened Dr. Bassett yesterday and
were very inpressed. A very nice person, no
doubt about it, a dedicated, conmtted heal thcare
prof essi onal through her entire life, and we
comend her for that.

But the Conm ssioner of the New York
State Health Departnment is a policy position. It
i s the nunber-one advisor to the Governor on
heal t hcare issues. And that's where nyself and
menbers of ny caucus and conference have great
differences with Dr. Bassett.

| point out, first, one of the first
things | did when | canme to the New York Senate,
| was the chairperson of the Heroin and Opioid

Task Force. W held 18 hearings around the state
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and had thousands of people attend all over, from
Buffalo to Montauk. Dr. Bassett has cone out
very clearly, in an op-ed in the Daily News and
ot her places, in support of the decrimnalization
of drugs, like the State of Oregon, and all --
heroi n and cocai ne i ncl uded.

This is not what the people in ny
district and nost parts of New York State think
we shoul d do.

She's al so supportive of injection
sites. This is really on the fringe, | would
say, of healthcare professionals. Were are the
only two injection sites in the entire United
States? New York City. Dr. Bassett supports
this policy. W do not.

Finally, and the thing that |
probably feel nobst strongly about, | asked
Dr. Bassett in the screening yesterday if she was
goi ng to support vacci ne nandates for our
students. Didn't give a direct answer, but | got
t he general gist that yes, she's going to advise
Governor Hochul that we're going to need to
vacci nate our students to go in schools starting
whenever .

This is going to create nore chaos
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in New York State than we have ever seen probably
inour tine in the State Legislature. The vast,
vast majority of parents do not want to nandate

t he vaccination of their children. 1In all parts
of the political spectrum too. W're not just
tal ki ng about conservatives, we're talking about
ever ybody.

That's the wong policy. W should
not mandate our students. And peopl e watching
around the state, if you ask how peopl e feel
about vacci ne mandates for students, watch how
peopl e vote on this nom nation.

| wish Dr. Bassett good | uck.
know this nom nation is foregone concl usion for
confirmation. | w sh her good luck. But | have
to vote in the negative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Boyl e.

Senator Cl eare on the nom nation.

SENATOR CLEARE: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to give ny support to
Dr. Mary Bassett as the Conm ssioner of our
New York State Health Departnment. W are so

fortunate to have soneone like Dr. Bassett with
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t he expertise, experience, enpathy, racial and
soci al econom c sensitivity that she has
denonstrat ed t hroughout her career.

New Yor kers are goi ng through one of
the worst health crises ever. Having
Dr. Bassett at the helmof our state's health
agency gives nme the confidence that al
New Yorkers will receive the best guidance and
information related to public health.

Recogni zi ng i ssues |ike gun viol ence
as a health crisis, lack of housing, and her
commtment to transparency and equity, | |ook
forward to working with her and her office to
address the health issues and disparities that
pl ague many of our nei ghbor hoods.

So | vote yes on Dr. Mary Bassett.
Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senator C eare.

Senator Serino on the nom nation.

SENATOR SERRANC Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, | went into the
Finance Commttee yesterday with high hopes that

we woul d hear froma new health conmm ssioner with
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a fresh perspective, an open nmnd, and a desire
to right the wongs of the past adm nistration.

Instead, | was totally disturbed to
hear Dr. Bassett answer that she nade the
decision not to | ook back or, in her words,
unravel what happened with the forner
adm nistration in regards to the pandenic
response in nursing hones.

We cannot afford to repeat the
m st akes of the past, and that starts by
unravel i ng exactly what went wong. And to have
accepted this job w thout even having read the
nost controversial order of the pandem c, as she
claimed during the commttee neeting yesterday,
sinply defies logic. By the way, that order is
only one page |ong. One page.

For too many New York fam |ies who
were inpacted by the state's horrible pandem c
policies, they don't get the |uxury of not
| ooki ng back. Too many of themare reliving
their nightmare every day, and they are
desperately seeking answers and cl osure.

| understand Dr. Bassett's desire to
| ook forward and nove into the future. W all

share that desire. But in order to do that
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effectively, as all scientists know, we have a
duty to evaluate and | earn from past practices.

| hope that Dr. Bassett reconsiders
her response and stance on this. But due to her
opposition to taking this basic step, 1'll be
voting no today. And | can only hope that
Dr. Bassett finds it in her heart to do the right
thing by these famlies and by the healthcare
heroes who put their lives on the line and were
t he ones who held the hands of residents and
conforted them as they took their |ast breath,
after the state had shut their famlies out.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Seri no.

Senator Borrello on the nom nati on.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| certainly agree with
Senat or Krueger that she is -- has an inpressive
resunme, Dr. Bassett, and that she is -- certainly
seens qualified. But this job is to be the chief
public health officer of New York State. Public
heal th shoul d be sonmething that's not

politicized. And unfortunately, what we've seen
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is her taking sone very political stances on what
shoul d be a public health issue.

It has al ready been nentioned about
her support for injection sites and the
decrimnalization of all illicit drugs. New York
State has been suffering with a crisis of
overdoses, people are dying literally every day,
and we have a public health official that
bel i eves that we should be decrimnalizing the
very drugs that people have succunbed to. That's
concerning for ne.

She's al so politicized the office
al ready by making a recommendati on that doctors,

i nstead of | ooking at a patient individually,
based on -- solely on their need for |ifesaving
t herapeutics for COVID treatnent, that we should
consi der superficial issues |like the person's
skin color or ethnicity. And while those are
certainly factors from an epi dem ol ogi ca
standpoint, at the end of the day doctors are
supposed to deliver lifesaving nmedication to the
peopl e that need it the nost, and not based on
superficial determ nations.

And then we hear tal k about creating

an O fice of Gun Violence within the Depart nent
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of Health. And when she was asked about this in
one of the hearings, she kind of cavalierly said,
but 1'Il have to come up with a different nane
than the Ofice of Gun Control {sic}, because
some of our legislators are allergic to talking
about gun vi ol ence.

Not only was that a divisive comrent
to the people that were supposed to be voting on
her nom nation, it's quite frankly pretty untrue.
W all would like to tal k about gun viol ence.
Were we differ is what causes the gun viol ence.
| firmy believe it's the people behind the
gun -- the people that we're not putting in jail,
the people that we're letting out over and over
agai n.

What is the public health answer to
revol vi ng-door crimnal justice? | suggest that
this is not a public health issue but is a poor
policy issue that has been spread |like a disease
by this body.

So | would ask Dr. Bassett to set
aside the politics, her far left background, and
i nstead focus on the very inportant job of
protecting the health and wel fare of New Yorkers.

Wi ch by the way, has been cratered in the |ast
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two years in this pandem c, and also with the
very bad policies that have cone out of Al bany.

So I'll be voting no, but still
bei ng hopeful that she can turn that ship around.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Lanza on the nom nation.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise in opposition to this
nom nati on.

| agree with ny coll eagues on this
side of the aisle and with Senator Krueger in
terms of the credentials that Dr. Bassett brings
to the table, if you will. They are without
guestion inpressive. She's emnently qualified

in terns of credentials.

And |istening to Senator Jackson, ny

good friend, speak froma personal point of view
in ternms of knowi ng her as a good and honorabl e
person, well if Senator Jackson says so, that's
good enough for ne. | take himat his word.

And t hose are inportant
qgualifications for anyone we consider in ternms of

serving the State of New York and the peopl e.
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But as Senator Boyl e nentioned, and
Senat or Borrell o, perhaps the nost inportant
function fromthe Comm ssioner of Health in the
State of New York is to set policy concerning
health. And, you know, by the nunbers in terns
of what has happened during this pandem c here in
New York, the New York State Health Depart nent
has failed the people of New York m serably.

The Departnent of Health here in
New York has done a better job destroying
busi nesses and famlies than it has destroying
the COVID virus. The Departnent of Health and
the adm nistration's policies over the |ast two
years has done a better job in depriving students
fromone end of the State of New York to another
of an adequate, safe, fair, quality education
than it has in saving lives.

And listening to Dr. Mary Bassett,
she's telling the people of New York that not
only is she not going to alter the course in
terms of policy here in New York concerning the
COVI D pandem c, but she's going to doubl e down.
Doubl e down with mandates that have failed the
peopl e of New York. Double down on vaccine

mandat es for 5-year-olds and 6-year-olds, as
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Senat or Boyl e said, for students all the way out
to Septenber, when we don't know what's going to
be happening with this pandem c.

But here's what we do know t oday.

In New York over the |last several nonths we have
seen record nunbers of COVID 19 cases. That is
after all those mandates. That is after the

maj ority of the popul ati on bei ng vacci nat ed.

Bef ore vaccinati ons we had a nunber of cases;
after vacci ne mandates, the nunmber of cases in
New Yor k have expl oded. You cannot get around

t hose nunbers.

It seens to nme that intelligence
woul d dictate that we anal yze what it is we're
doi ng, because what we are doing is not working.
By the nunbers. W' ve had an expl osion of COVID
cases here in New York, record numbers of cases.
And she wants to keep doing exactly the sane
thing, which clearly is not working.

And there's one thing that has been
nmenti oned that for me perhaps even stands above
all that in terms of why |I unfortunately cannot
support this nom nation. The nunber-one cause of
death for people under the age of 50 in the State
of New York is not COVID. Not by a long stretch
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It's drug overdose. That is what is killing
New Yor kers every single day. And we've becone a
sanctuary state for, anong ot her things,

Fentanyl, which is taking nore |lives every single
day -- and it's usually people who are just at

t he begi nning and the start of their |ives.

And so what does the conm ssioner,

t he soon-to-be Comm ssioner of Health want to do
about that? She wants people to be able to wal k
into an office and be handed a needl e by the
government of the City of New York and the State
of New York and be allowed to put poison in their
arms. Wiile the good government of the State of
New York, the good Health Department of the City
of New York, the good Health Departnment of the
State of New York stands by and watches.

One of the reasons |'ve heard in
support of this policy is because at |east we'll
get themoff the street. | guess it's a little
tough to look at if you live in Manhattan. You
don't want to really be bothered by the prospects
of wal king by -- past someone who is in the
t hroes of addiction, who nore than anything el se
needs you to help them needs the Health
Departnment of the City of New York and the State
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of New York to help them not tuck them away out
of sight and give them poi son.

And then | had to cry after the
first day that that sick center was opened, that
t he peopl e who support it like Dr. Mary Bassett
cried victory. Because in the first day they
said five people were saved. Here's what they
define as saved. Five people under supervision
in these needle sites overdosed, convul sed, were
seconds away fromdying. All under the watchful
eye of the State of New York's Departnent of
Health. Al under the watchful eye of these
conpassi onat e supervisors. And so they
adm ni stered Narcan and they saved them they
pi cked them off the floor, and they said what a
success.

Dr. Mary Bassett, the New York City
Heal t h Commi ssioner, the State of New York, is
effectively saying if you're struggling with
addi ction, we've given up on you. You don't
matter enough for us to roll up our sleeves and
save your life. Go and die, just die with a
cl ean needl e.

This alone, to ne, says the world is

so upside down that perhaps we are lost in the
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State of New York. But we can't keep doubling
down on things that don't work. And we can't
give up on each other. And we can't tell people,
you' re addicted, here's a clean needle, go put
poi son in your arnms. And that's what

Dr. Bassett is saying is okay.

And of all the reasons for ne, that
is the primary reason why | unfortunately,
Madam Pr esi dent, cannot support this nom nation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
guestion is on the nom nation.

Al'l those in favor signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Comm ssi oner of the Departnment of Health Dr. Mary
Bassett, the followi ng Senators voting in the
negative: Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle,

Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Jordan, Lanza,
Martucci, Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott,
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Pal unbo, Rath, Ritchie, Serino, Stec, Tedisco and
Vi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
nom nee is confirmed, Dr. Mary Bassett, as
Comm ssi oner of the New York State Departnent of
Heal t h.

The Secretary will continue to read.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: As chair
and CEO of the Metropolitan Transportation
Aut hority, John "Janno" Lieber.

And as a nmenber of the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority Elizabeth Vel ez.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

| rise to nove the nom nation of
bot h Janno Lieber and Elizabeth Velez to the
floor.

Pl ease recogni ze any Senator w shing
to speak on the nom nations, and then I wll cone
back to cl ose.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
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Kennedy on the nom nations.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

First of all, I1'd like to recognize
and thank Governor Hochul for bringing such a
wonder ful nom nee to the floor for confirmation
here today, Elizabeth Vel ez, as a nenber of the
board of the MIA.

| also want to thank Majority Leader
Andrea Stewart-Cousins for fast-tracking this
nom nation, our great head of the Fi nance
Comm ttee, Senator Krueger, and the head of the
Comm ttee on Corporations and Authorities, our
col | eague Senator Conri e.

Yest erday we hosted a three-way
neeti ng between our conmttees and that that |
chair, Transportation, and Ms. Vel ez cane before
us and spoke very el oquently about her vision for
the future of the MIA

Her work in construction, her work
inthe City of New York, her |eadership role on
many di fferent organi zations, the diversity that
she brings to the table, both gender and ethnic
diversity, is very nmuch welconed to the board of

the MTA. Her commtnent to work with organi zed
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| abor, to ensure that the workforce has that
voi ce on the board, was net with great support.

And again, her willingness to
comuni cate with each and every one of us that
represent the region of the MIA and those of us
that do not -- because we know the significance
that the MIA system plays not just in the econony
of the tristate area and downstate New York and
the MIA region, but certainly that of the econony
of our entire state, and of course is the
i feblood and the heartbeat of the econony of our
entire nation.

So with that, 1'd like to second the
nom nation of Ms. Elizabeth Vel ez and count ny
vote in the affirmative.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Krueger on the nom nati on.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
much.

So | want to thank Senator Kennedy
and Senator Leroy Conrie, who participated in a
t hree-conmi ttee extended neeting yesterday, mnuch
of it taken up by asking questions of both

Janno Li eber and Eli zabeth Vel ez.
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And what was cl ear was how i nportant
this organi zation, the MIA, is to New Yorkers not
just fromthe 12-county region that the MIA
oversees public transportation in, but across the
board in the State of New York. The recognition
that whether we rise or fall as a 21st-century
state, whether our econony cones back, whether
wor kers can nove from Point A to Point B, whether
busi nesses want to stay here or nove here is al
heavi |y dependent on the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority.

And the facts also were clear this
agency i s under enornous stress and strain,
structurally and financially, and that we need to
help it get past all of this for all of our
constituents' sake.

And you sonetimes wonder why there
are people like Janno Lieber or Elizabeth Vel ez
who want these jobs. M. Velez, it's not even a
payi ng position. And actually M. Lieber cane
out of the private sector, where I'mquite sure
he was naki ng nore noney than he does at the MIA

These are 24/7 jobs w th enornous
responsibilities. And guess what? And it was

reflected in the questions. Pretty nuch
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everyone's al ways angry at them because
everybody thinks that the MIA isn't working for
t hem and nust be working for sonmeone else. And
the truth is it struggles along with problens for
everyone, whether you're a rider on the
Long Island Rail Road or Metro-North or you're a
New York City resident taking the subway or the
bus every day or wondering why there aren't any
subways or buses that conme to where you live or
go to where you need to get.

And so | find that both of these
i ndividuals are extraordinarily inpressive,
extraordinarily right for the jobs that they're
bei ng asked to continue to do -- because Janno
Li eber has been in this position for an acting --
as the acting head for quite a while now. And |
just think that the people of New York and the
people of this Senate actually should be thanking
themfor their willingness to actually take on
j obs where their job description includes "and be
abused by people."

And it's not that people want to be
mean, but they're upset because if they don't
have a functioning public transportation system

it inmpacts everyone's lives on a daily basis.
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And they want it to be better, they need it to be
better -- we all need it to be better.

And we, the Legislature of the State
of New York, need to be committed, as if with one
voi ce, to hel ping them acconplish their goals.
And | think it's critical that we have faith in
t he people running that agency to be giving us
the direction of what they need us to do for us
all to acconplish these shared goal s.

And so it is ny pleasure to be
aski ng everyone in this chanber to vote yes on
bot h of these nom nees.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Krueger.

The question is on the nom nation of
El i zabeth Vel ez to the board of the MIA

Al'l those in favor signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the

roll on the nom nation of Elizabeth Vel ez.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Menber of the Metropolitan Transportation
Aut hority Elizabeth Vel ez, those Senators voting
in the negative are Senators Akshar, Helm ng and
Tedi sco.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
nom nati on of Elizabeth Velez to the board of the
Met ropol itan Transportation Authority is
confirmed.

Senat or Krueger on the nom nation of
John Li eber.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

So originally the paperwork sort of
happened t oget her, but we need to vote
separately.

So | now want to nove the nom nation
of Janno (John) Lieber as the head of the MIA

And | don't know whet her anyone
woul d Iike to speak -- | believe Senator Kennedy
al so would like to speak on M. Lieber.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Kennedy on the nom nation of John Lieber.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you once
agai n, Madam Presi dent.

And again, it bears repeating,
want to start by thanking the Governor for
bri ngi ng such an exceptional candidate to the
fl oor of the Senate today for consideration for
confirmation in John "Janno" Lieber.

| want to thank the Majority Leader,
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, again for fast-tracking
this process, as well as the chair of Finance,
Li z Krueger, and the chair of Corporations and
Aut horities, Senator Conrie, both for their hard
wor k, dedi cation, focus and partnership in noving
this through as | again, as chair of
Transportation, played a hand in noving this
process through to today.

| say Janno Lieber is exceptional in
the truest sense of the word. And I'mthrilled
that we have such an individual with great
hi story and commitnent to the Gty of New York
to the MIA region, to the State of New York, and
to our country.

Now, he started his career with Ed
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Koch, went on to work with the Cinton
adm nistration in transportation, and then
oversaw the rebuild of the Wrrld Trade Center
site before being named to the head of
construction and devel opnent at the MIA

So we've been working with Janno
Li eber in a nunber of different capacities for
many years in governnent. So | have had the
great opportunity to work and nmeet with himon so
many di fferent occasions prior to his work with
t he MIA

But over the course of the last five
years that we've worked together with the MIA,
the vision of the reconstruction of the MIA has
been taking root. And so mmjor projects that he
has overseen -- the East Side Access project; the
Penn redesign; the Second Avenue Subway redesign,
now coupl ed with Governor Hochul's new bold
vision for the Interborough Express; the
conpl eti on of existing Penn and the Gateway
project -- are going to be nonunental projects
t hrough part of a $55 billion capital investnent
that the MIA is undertaking over the next several
years, only because of the diligence and the work

of this house and this Legislature, in concert
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with the | eadership of the MIA that M. Lieber
pl ayed such an intimate role in.

There's so much nore that | could
tal k about as far as the construction goes. You
know, whet her we tal k about the Long |sland Rai
Road and Metro-North, whether we tal k about al
of the projects that are going to be undertaken
to i npl enent the new bridge system the new
signal system There is so much work that needs
to be done, tangible evidence of construction and
i nvestment, now coupled with an investnent from
t he federal governnent.

We're excited about the future of
the MIA and what it's going to |l ook |ike from
daily use and bringing it into the next century.
It started in 1904, the first subways began. So
we're tal king about a system 118 years ol d that
needs critical investnent. And we talk about
things like accessibility issues and so many
ot her issues that need that investnent. There's
no question in our mnds, based upon his
experience and work already with the MIA, that
M. Lieber is right for that aspect of the job.

But it doesn't end there. That's

just the tip of the iceberg. It's essential that
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we have a systemthat works for the riders, nost
inmportantly. That people have confidence in
their ride to and fromwork, to and from hone,
whet her they're coming fromthe Island, whether
they're comng fromthe Hudson Vall ey, whether
traversing within the five boroughs. CQuter
borough transportation i ssues have been an issue,
the transit deserts. W could go on and on.
There are issues aplenty.

And the riders need to know that the
i ndi vidual at the helmhas their best interests
in mnd. M. Lieber has proven that, and
yesterday through the marat hon sessi on answered
all of the questions to the support of our
respective commttees.

There are nmany nore issues that need
to be addressed, whether we're tal king about west
of Hudson issues, whether we're tal king about the
expansion of bus rapid transit, whether we're
tal king about the safety issues. And we call to
m nd the poor soul of Mchelle Alyssa Go, who was
killed just this past week at the Tines Square
station. W're all heartbroken. W all have to
do better. W all nust demand better.

We know, with the work of Janno
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Li eber and the comm tnent that he's given us, he
will ensure that the MIA does better.

That all being said, it was very
i mportant to myself and our col |l eagues here that
t he | abor issues were addressed and continue to
be addressed. Firsthand, front and center, is
that we have a conmtnent to work with organi zed
| abor, the representatives and the | eadership
that represent the tens of thousands of workers
in the system to nake the system go each and
every day. The heroes everyday, the nmen and
wonen of organi zed | abor, the nen and wonen that
make that system function on a daily basis, that
we all depend upon.

It is extrenely inportant to us that
we have a partner in that | eadership role, and
Janno Lieber has commtted to us and he has
conmmitted to | abor to work to ensure that the nen
and wormen of that systemthat make it function
everyday have that voice in the process.

So with all of that said, there is
much to do. There is much responsibility. And
certainly we are all going to continue to work to
make the systemthe greatest systemin the world.

And we ensure, by putting forward M. Lieber's
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nom nation today and confirm ng him that that
process conti nues.

Wth that, Madam President, | second
the nom nation. And please count my vote in the
affirmati ve for Janno Lieber as chair of the MA

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Kennedy.

The question is on the nom nation of
John "Janno" Lieber as chair and CEO of the
Met ropol i tan Transportation Authority.

Al'l those in favor signify by saying
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll on the nom nation of John "Janno" Lieber.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to the
nom nati on of John "Janno" Lieber as Chair and

CEO of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority,
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t hose Senators voting in the negative are
Senat ors Akshar, Helm ng, Lanza, Ott, Serino and
Tedi sco.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 6.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
nom nee, John "Janno" Lieber, as chair and CEO of
the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, is
confirmed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until Mnday, January 24th, at 3:00 p.m,
i nterveni ng days being | egislative days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: On noti on,
t he Senate stands adjourned until Monday,
January 24th, at 3:00 p.m, with the intervening
days being | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 12:45 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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