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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

January 19, 2022
3:11 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR ROXANNE J. PERSAUD, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Tuesday,
January 18, 2022, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday, June 16,
2022, was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| nove to adopt the Resol ution
Cal endar, with the exception of Resolutions 1631
and 1706.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: All
those in favor of adopting the Resol ution
Cal endar please signify by stating aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopted, with the
exception of Resolutions 1631 and 1706.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: At this tine can
we take up the reading of the cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 41,
Senate Print 7713, by Senator Ortt, an act to
amend t he Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2021.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 41, voting in the negative:
Senat or Skoufi s.

Ayes, 62. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 45,
Senate Print 7717, by Senator Kavanagh, an act to
amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

222

act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2021.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 48,
Senate Print 7720, by Senator Thomas, an act to
amend t he General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 48, those Senators voting in the

negative are Senators Giffo and Martucci.
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Ayes, 61. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 49,
Senate Print 7721, by Senator Kennedy, an act to
amend the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2021.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 51,
Senate Print 7723, by Senator Gaughran, an act to
amend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 51, voting in the negative:
Senat or Lanza.

Ayes, 62. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 52,
Senate Print 7724, by Senator Biaggi, an act to
anmend the Banki ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2021.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 52, voting in the negative:
Senat or Seri no.

Ayes, 62. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 53,
Senate Print 7725, by Senator Bailey, an act to
amend the Labor Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2021.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 54,
Senate Print 7726, by Senator Skoufis, an act to
amend the Public Health Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2021.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 54, voting in the negative:
Senat or Martucci .

Ayes, 62. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 59,
Senate Print 7731, by Senator Skoufis, an act to
anend the Real Property Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Serino to explain her vote.

SENATOR SERI NO Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

| just ask to recuse nyself because
| ama real estate broker. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Serino will be recorded as recused.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 59, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Gallivan
Giffo, Helmng, Jordan, Lanza, Martucci,
Qber acker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rath, Ritchie,
Stec and Wi k.

And Senator Serino recused herself.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 16.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 63,
Senate Print 7735, by Senator Liu, an act to
anend the General bligations Law and the
Real Property Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
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| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2021.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 64,
Senate Print 7736, by Senator Kaplan, an act to
amend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar Nunber 64, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle,
Gllivan, Giffo, Hel mng, Jordan, Lanza,
Martucci, Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rath,
Ritchie, Serino, Stec, Tedisco and WeiKk.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 65,
Senate Print 7737, by Senator Kam nsky, an act to
amend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2021.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 66,
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Senate Print 7738, by Senator Brooks, an act to
anmend the County Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2021.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
146, Senate Print 7775, by Senator Hi nchey, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
166, Senate Print 7800, by Senator Ranpbs, an act
to amend the Social Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2021.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 166, voting in the negative:
Senat or Hel m ng.

Ayes, 62. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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172, Senate Print 7806, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anend a chapter of the Laws of 2021.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 172, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle,
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Jordan, Lanza,
Martucci, Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rath, Ritchie, Serino, Stec, Tedisco and
Vi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
183, Senate Print 7819, by Senator Myrie, an act
to amend the Public Oficers Law and the

El ecti on Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 12. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 183, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Jordan, O Mara and Ott.

Ayes, 60. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
186, Senate Print 7823, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
194, Senate Print 7836, by Senator Kennedy, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 194, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Jordan,
Martucci, Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rath, Serino,
Stec, Tedisco and Wi k.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 12.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
195, Senate Print 7837, by Senator Breslin, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 195, Senator Gallivan in the
negati ve.

Ayes, 62. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

At this point if we could return to
notions and resol utions and take up

Resol ution 1631, by Leader Stewart-Cousins, read
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that resolution in its entirety, and recogni ze
our Majority Leader on the resolution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 1631, by Senator Stewart-Cousins,
commenorating the observance of the 37th Annual
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day in the State of
New York, on January 17, 2022.

"WHEREAS, Fromtine to tine we take
note of certain individuals whomwe w sh to
recogni ze for their valued contributions and to
publicly acknow edge their endeavors which have
enhanced t he basic humanity anong us all; and

"WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern,
and in full accord with its |ong-standing
traditions, it is the customof this
Legislative Body to join the people of this great
Enpire State in proudly observing the 37th Annual
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day in the State of
New York, on January 17, 2022, taking note of his
many acconplishments and contributions to
manki nd; and

"WHEREAS, Dr. Martin Luther

King, Jr., was born the grandson of a slave into
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a segregated society in Atlanta, CGeorgia, on
January 15, 1929, and was instrunental in
formulating a policy which ultimtely destroyed
| egal apartheid in the southern states of our
nation; and

"WHEREAS, In February of 1968,
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., spoke about the
inevitability of his death and hoped that when we
spoke of his life, we would not concentrate on
hi s academ c achi evenents: that he graduated
from Morehouse Col |l ege, that he attended the
Crozer Theol ogi cal Sem nary and Boston
Uni versity, where he earned a doctorate in
Systemati ¢ Theol ogy; and

"WHEREAS, Furthernore, Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., did not find it inportant that
we nention that he won the Nobel Peace Prize and
over 300 other awards; and

"WHEREAS, Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr."s finest |egacy of greater social justice for
all Anericans was truly reflected in his devotion
to serve and respect others, and in his steadfast
| ove for all humanity; and

"WHEREAS, Standing in a long |ine of
great American Black | eaders, Dr. Martin Luther
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King, Jr., represents the historical culmnation
and the living enbodi nent of a spirit of united
pur pose rooted in Black African culture and the
Anerican dream and

"WHEREAS, An apostle of peace,
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., fought unrelentingly
for the civil rights of all Americans and taught
us that through nonviol ence, courage displ aces
fear, love transforns hate, acceptance dissipates
prej udi ce, and mutual regard cancels enmty; and

"WHEREAS, Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., manifestly contributed to the cause of
Anerica's freedom and his comm tnent to human
dignity is visibly mrrored in the spiritual
econonmic, and political dinmensions of the civil
rights novenent; and

"WHEREAS, In addition, Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.'s life was devoted to the
i beration of his people, and his courage
transcended the advocates of m ndl ess
retrenchnent; and

"WHEREAS, It is the sense of this
Legi sl ative Body that the commobn and shared
responsi bility of governance denands an

irrevocable commtnent to the preservation and
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enhancenent of human dignity as exenplified by
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; and

"WHEREAS, Upon the occasion of the
celebration of the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., it is the practice of this Legislative
Body to commenorate the heroic efforts of
Dr. King, who |loved and served hunmanity, and who
was a drum nmaj or for peace, justice and
ri ght eousness; and

"WHEREAS, The 2022 Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., holiday observance marks the
93rd anniversary of his birth, and the
37t h annual holiday celebrated in the State of
New York in his honor; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nenorialize
and pay tribute to the | egendary life and
achi evenents of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., upon
t he occasion of the anniversary of his birth and
the cel ebration of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day in
the State of new York and throughout the nation;
and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transmtted

to the Black, Puerto Rican, Hi spanic and Asian
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Legi sl ative Caucus."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
St ewart - Cousi ns on the resol ution.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, Madam Presi dent.

| always | ook forward to this day
because it's a day of teaching and | earning.
It's an opportunity for all of us. It's a
hol i day of deep reflection. |It's a holiday of
enduring hope. And it's a day that we are
rem nded not only how far we've cone, but also
how far we've yet to go.

As we cel ebrate this anniversary of
Dr. King -- this holiday that, by the way, was
signed into | aw by President Ronal d Reagan -- |
want to | ook back at its creation and the story
it tells of persistent righteousness over hatred.

When | awrakers first brought the
idea for an MLK Day to the fl oor of the House of
Representatives, only two other individuals had
hol i days reserved for them George Washi ngton
and Chri st opher Col unbus.

It took nore than a decade after his
death in 1968 for federal officials to recognize

the true inpact of Dr. King's work. Now we
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understand the truly shaping force of this
historic figure.

Recogni zi ng Dr. King acknow edges
that our nation's power doesn't stem from hol di ng
down nenbers of our society but fromrecogni zing
that our Anerican creed requires justice for all.
In the debate about creating this holiday,

Senator Jesse Helns led a vicious filibuster

agai nst its passage. Fueled by racist sentinents
and hateful ideology, he and others questioned
whet her Dr. King should even be acknow edged in
this way.

But New York shoul d be proud,
because it was our own statesman, Senator Dani el
Pat ri ck Moyni han, who called the filibuster
agai nst that holiday -- and this is his words --
a packet of filth. And the filibuster fail ed,
and the legislation ultimately passed in 1983.

But we should recognize that it
wasn't until the year 2000 that all 50 states
celebrated this national holiday. So just think
of it: For alnbst two decades after the signing
of the legislation, our union renmained divided on
the legitinmacy of the holiday.

The fight to recognize Dr. Martin
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Lut her King, Jr., Day serves as an inportant

rem nder that such hall marks of progress are
heavily contested. Am dst our great strides,
it's easy to forget the history was really not
that | ong ago and that the stain of our nation's
raci st past often seeps through to this present
day.

How ironic, in fact, that on this
day, the same day we're celebrating King's life
in this Senate chanber, the very same filibuster
depl oyed by Senator Helns is currently being used
to doomthe John Lewis Voting Ri ghts Advancenent
Act and the Freedomto Vote Act.

To add to the crisis of our
denocracy, this past year we've seen a true
regression on the franchise of voting. Nearly
500 bills were introduced nationwi de with sone
el enent of vote suppression built in.

We know why voting is so sacred.
It's the right that begets all others and
codifies every individual as a fully endowed
citizen. |It's the nechanism by which the people
hol d power account abl e.

Qur flurry of advancenents since

King's nmurder are in great thanks to a nore
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i nclusive vote. W ushered in a prom sing era of
hope and change by el ecti ng Barack Ghana as the
first Black president of the United States. W
saw those in | eadership start to | ook nore |ike
the diversity of America. W breathed a sigh of
relief that finally the American dream was

attai nable for everyone and that Dr. King had not
died in vain.

Unfortunately, these sighs of relief
were short-lived. Qur amazi ng acconplishnents,
the sense of finally sunmting the nountaintop
were met with a backlash of bigotry and vitriol
t he sane kinds of things that Dr. King and so
many ot hers fought agai nst.

We've witnessed events that uprooted
the traumas fromthe past in Charlottesville,
when groups marched with tiki torches, spouting
raci st and antisemtic slogans, burning crosses
in the night.

And a year ago this nmonth, we saw
t hose sane synbols of hatred and raci sm breaking
down t he doors of our denocracy. For the first
time in our nation's history, the Confederate
flag waved in the halls of Congress.

As a country, we've been here
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before: An ugly wound that has yet to hea
reopened. These attacks showed us once again
that our humanity and the sanctity of our
denocracy are intertwined. But these atrocities
are not part of the Anerican dream The dream
that Dr. King believed so fervently is one where
we don't fear each other's differences because we
know t hat those differences nmake us stronger. W
don't suppress our varied nei ghbors because we
know their presence nakes us better. That's what
makes our nation great.

In the spirit of Dr. King, we nust
continue the hard work of holding Anmerica
accountable for what it's professed to be on
paper -- a country with liberty and justice for
all. And that hinges on the right to vote.

That's why this chanber opened the
session with another slate of election reforns
and will continually pressure our federal |eaders
to take simlar action. Any tools to suppress
Aneri can voi ces nust be rebuked in all forns.

The refusal to commt to racial and
social justice will erode our denocracy and the
strength of this great nation. W know progress

takes tine, and we know, as Dr. King said, the
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noral arc of the universe does indeed bend
towards justice -- but it takes continued hard
wor k and sacrifice.

Luckily for us, we have this holiday
every year to remnd us not only of Dr. King's
ultimate sacrifice, but that history repeats
itself. And as Dr. King said, change does not
roll in on the wheels of inevitability, but cones
t hrough continuous struggle. My we have
strength for this struggle so that we indeed wll
finally celebrate, in all of its aspects, the
| egacy of Dr. King

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator Stewart-Cousins.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And t hank you, Madam Leader, for
al ways sponsoring this really inportant
resolution to comenorate the life and | egacy of
one of our nation's greatest people.

It's always an experience for nme to
do this, because this is the conmenoration of the

first tinme that | spoke on the floor. And |
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haven't stopped speaki ng nuch since then.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BAI LEY: But Dr. King neant
alot to alot of people. And what he did |ives
through all of us. It lives through hip-hop
artists: "The pressure weigh a ton, it's gettin'
too heavy; had to inspire themagain like |
didn't already.” This was the very first line on
Nas's al bum King's Disease |Il, the song called
"The Pressure.” And when | hear that song, |
t hi nk about the struggle of Dr. King and | think
about the pressure that he faced on a daily
basis -- the scourge of racism the pressures
within the conmunity -- and | wonder how did he
carry on in such grace while inspiring so many
peopl e.

So Happy 93rd Birthday, Dr. King --
a reverse in order of the tender age of 39 years
in which you left this earth far too soon

And as | speak on this resolution
every year, | think about -- or | thought about
how close | was to that age of 39 years old. And
| wondered what could | do in the scope of nmy own
life, my own career, to even cone close to what

Dr. King did. Now, the gravity has hit ne now
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that | amat the age of 39, the sanme age that

Dr. King left us -- and, ironically enough, that
Mal colm X left us. |'ve conme to the realization
that it's not about measuring what | can do as
related to Dr. King, it is what | can do in ny
own capacity. It is what we can do in our own

i ndi vi dual capaciti es.

So | ask nyself, as the sun rises
each day and the nmoon circles the earth, | think
about ny favorite Dr. King quote, the fanobus
Dr. King quote: "Life's nost persistent and
urgent question is, Wat you are doing for
ot hers?" And | think about what am | doing for
others. Wiat am| doing to be a better Senator,
to be a better father, husband, friend?

On this day that we celebrate as a
nati onal day of service -- nmake no m stake about
it, Madam President, the life and | egacy of
Dr. King can never just be brought to one word.
But if we did have to distill it down to one
word, | believe that word would be "service.”" On
this uni que national holiday, people from al
wal ks of life, they -- we flock to houses of
wor shi p, community centers and yes, in this

COVI D-19 era, Zoom gatherings, to extol the
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virtues of Dr. King, to quote himand to think

about the life well-lived that he had.
But you know, sonetines -- like the
goodwi I | of the holidays fades on January 2nd

sonetimes, the good rhetoric and the good quotes,
they seemto expire by sone of the individuals
who state these quotes. Maybe there's a Dr. King
score card for sonme fol ks where they check a box
and say a quote, and they say sone things that
they truly don't understand or don't believe, or
that were in direct opposition to what Dr. King
stood for. But nmaybe -- you know what,
Madam Presi dent, maybe | thought that they don't
actual ly know what he stood for. And it's never
too late to learn

Dr. King fanously said: "W nust
remenber that intelligence is not enough.
Intelligence plus character -- that is the goal
of true education. The conplete education gives
one not only power of concentration, but worthy
obj ectives upon which to concentrate.”

See, education is part of | earning,
and learning is a natural process. | talk about
my kids all the tine. You're never too old or

too young to learn anything. And as ny kids
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attend school -- ny oldest, Gada, is in

2nd grade now, and ny youngest, Carina, is in

ki ndergarten -- they've | earned different things
t hroughout the years about Dr. King. And with
each | evel of education, it graduates a little
bit nore.

And so | was talking to ny daughters
and | was asking them Wat did you | earn?

Right? Wat did you learn this year in schoo
about Dr. King? And G ada was tal king about how
she heard the "I Have A Dream’ speech. "But did
you know, Dad, that Dr. King gave nore than one
speech?" "Yes, Gada, | did." "lI'd like to hear
t hose soneday." "Well, naybe you'll get to hear

t hem sonmeday, G ada."

She al so noted that he fought for
civil rights. And she knew where he was born and
where he passed away and what he was doi ng when
he passed away. He was fighting for the rights
for people, sanitation workers.

My youngest, Carina, you know, she's
in kindergarten; she |learned that, sinply put,

Dr. King hel ped people. And he didn't want Bl ack
peopl e and white people to be separate. And it

wasn't fair, in Carina' s eyes, that Bl ack people
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and white people used different bathrooms. They
shoul d have been able to use the sanme bat hroom
because if you have to go to the bathroom it
shoul dn't matter what the color of your skin is.

Things like that that seem so sinple
were the things that we could not figure out as a
society prior to the civil rights novenent.

You know, so we think about
| earning. And even Dr. King' s own granddaughter
had to | earn nore about him Yol anda Renee King,
an incredibly well-spoken, incredibly articul ate,
incredi ble activist in her owm right, she said
t hat throughout her life her parents told her
that your fam |y has done sone really phenonenal
wor k, and that you're the granddaughter of really
phenonenal peopl e who changed the country and the
world. And she didn't understand the
significance of it until she got older, so she
had to learn. Right?

She al so said that MLK Day is not a
day off, it's a day on. |It's a day of service.
And you have to go out and support those
novenments. And al t hough you nmay not be old
enough to vote, you're the future. You, in your

deci sions, determ ne the future of the world.
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Dr. King said, in his "Gve Us the
Bal | ot" speech in May of 1957, "So long as | do
not firmy and irrevocably possess the right to
vote, | do not possess nyself. | cannot nake up
my mnd -- it is made up for ne. | cannot live
as a denocratic citizen observing the |aws that |
have hel ped to enact -- | can only submt to the
edict of others. The denial of this sacred right
is a tragic betrayal of the highest nandates of
our denocratic tradition."”

Learning. Now, | need to |earn nore
every day. And | know about his great catal ogue
of speeches, and |'ve listened to a great many of
them but each year certain things out stand out
nore to me. Hi s final speech, "I've Been to the
Mount ai ntop,"” it was far nore than just a
presci ent speech that eerily predicted his sadly
t 0o0-soon departure fromthis earth

Dr. King said: "I don't know what
wi || happen now. W' ve got some difficult days
ahead. But it doesn't matter with nme now,
because |'ve been to the nountaintop. And I
don't mnd. Just |ike anybody, | would like to

live along life. Longevity has its place. But

| "' m not concerned about that now. | just want to
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do God's will. And He's allowed nme to go up to
the mountain. And |'ve | ooked over, and |'ve
seen the promsed land. | nay not get there with
you, but | want you to know tonight that we as a
people will get to the promsed land. And |I'm
happy tonight. ['mnot worried about anything.
|"mnot fearing any man. M ne eyes have seen the
glory of the coming of the Lord."

And his speech was nore than just
that eerie forecasting of his too-soon dem se, it
was a call for economc justice and solidarity.
He called for a bank-in novenment in Menphis. It
was an understanding that in the collective there
is great strength. And there's nothing that can
stop the collective. W know he was fighting for
sanitation workers, much |ike we fight for people
that do -- for |aborers now.

Now, what did Dr. King see fromthat
proverbi al nountaintop? | can't opine on that.
Well, I can't tell you, but | can opine on it.

But | can inmagine that fromthat nountaintop what
he did not see was a future of |egislatures
trying to nake it harder for people to vote. |
imagine it certainly wasn't a future full of

political divisiveness. And | imagine it wasn't
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a world where people that would eventually quote
hi mwoul d, in the sane breath, do things that
were directly contrary to his dreamthat they so
often invoke. | inmagine he didn't see those
t hings fromthat nountaintop, Madam Presi dent.
"Ten thousand fools proclaim
t hensel ves into obscurity, while one w se man
forgets hinself into imortality.” Not my words,
the words of Dr. King
But nmaybe those who are willfully
bli nd and who haven't |earned yet, Madam

President, they have a chance, an opportunity to

| earn. Because Dr. King said, "I believe that
unarmed truth and unconditional |love will have
the final word in reality.” And as we know, the

time is always right to do what is right.

And that song, "The Pressure,"” that
| opened up with, it ends with the phrase "W.i ght
of the world, enbrace the pressure.” Dr. King
had the weight of the world on his shoul ders, and
he enbraced that pressure like few we have seen
in the history of our nation. He enbraced that
pressure. It's a neaningful statenment for all of
us. Renenber that pressure makes di anonds. And

he was one of the dianmonds of the civil rights
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era, and his legacy still shines to this day.

May the | egacy of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., forever shine.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Lanza on the resol ution.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

First | want to thank Senate Leader
Senat or Andrea Stewart-Cousins for bringing this
resolution to the floor.

You all know, through the years, |I'm
not big on resolutions. | rarely if ever speak.
But in ny opinion, if we could only do one
resolution a session, it ought to be this one.

O Dr. Martin Luther King, | wll
sinply say two things today. First, | believe
one of the biggest problens in the world today is
that there are not enough people like Dr. Martin
Luther King living init.

And of all the lessons Dr. Martin
Luther King left for us, there is one for ne that
stands apart, because it is as profound as

anyt hing that has ever been uttered by any hunman
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being. And it is when he said and tried to teach
us and continues to teach us that hate cannot
drive out hate, only love can do that.

If we all enbrace that sentinent, if
we all accept that challenge, if we all nodel our
lives around that one thought, | can only imagi ne
the great things we can do together on behal f of
each other and everyone across this |and and
around the worl d.

Those words are as profound and as
i nportant and true today as they were when he
said them because it is an eternal truism

May God bless the life and the
| egacy of one of the greatest Anmericans of al
time, Dr. Martin Luther King.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

The question is on the resolution.

Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Now | et's nove to Resol ution 1706,
al so by Leader Stewart-Cousins, read that
resolution inits entirety, and recogni ze the
Maj ority Leader.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
Nunber 1706, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, nourning
the death of the Honorable Reginald A LaFayette,
renowned civic | eader in Wstchester County,
di stingui shed citizen and devoted nenber of
his community.

"WHEREAS, There are certain
out st andi ng nenbers of our community who, through
their selfless comm tnent and dedi cation, have
served to better the quality of life in our
community and have had a neasurabl e positive
i mpact on the lives of its residents; the
Honor abl e Regi nald A. LaFayette was one such
i ndi vi dual ; and

"WHEREAS, It is with profound sorrow
and deep regret that this Legislative Body

records the passing of the Honorabl e Reginald
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A. LaFayette, noting the significance of his
purposeful |ife and acconplishnents; and

"WHEREAS, The Honorabl e Reginald A
LaFayette, a bel oved nenber of the Munt Vernon,
New York conmunity, died on Saturday, January 15,
2022, at the age of 69; and

"WHEREAS, Born and raised in
Charl eston, South Carolina, Reginald A LaFayette
nmoved to Mount Vernon in 1972, where he quickly
becanme an inportant and vital part of his
comunity, serving in various capacities such as
Deputy Conptroller, Gty Cerk, and New York
State Committeeman, representing the 84th
Assenbly District; and

"WHEREAS, The Honorabl e Reginald A
LaFayette was a nmenber of the United States
Sel ective Service Board No. 104, Munt Vernon
Postal Service Board, and served on the Board of
Directors for both the Munt Vernon Day Care
Center and the Westchester Cpportunity Program
and

"WHEREAS, This kind and
conpassi onate, yet strong |eader also held the
title of executive vice president of the

Mount Vernon Chapter of the NAACP, treasurer of
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t he I ndependent Citizen's League, and president
of the Mount Vernon Lion's Cub; and

"WHEREAS, In addition to his many
civic endeavors, the Honorable Reginald A
LaFayette was an active nenber of the Geater
Centennial A ME. Zion Church, Progressive Lodge
No. 64, F&AM Prince Hall Affiliation and Terrace
City Lodge No. 1499 |I.B.P.O E. of W; and

"WHEREAS, Throughout his illustrious
career, spanning several decades, the Honorable
Reginald A LaFayette tirelessly worked to ensure
peopl e of color and wonen were el ected at every
| evel of government; and

"WHEREAS, For his steadfast and
unremtting commtnent to his community, the
Honor abl e Regi nald A. LaFayette was the recipient
of nunerous awards and accol ades, including the
2000 Martin Luther King Service Award, by the
United Black Clergy of Wstchester; and

"WHEREAS, The Honorabl e Reginald A
LaFayette's infinite selflessness and benevol ence
will shine on through his famly's vivid and
happy nmenories; his insight and strength will
forever serve as a beacon of |ove, |light and hope

to the countless |lives he touched; and
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"WHEREAS, Arned with a humanistic
spirit and inbued with a sense of conpassion, the
Honor abl e Reginald A. LaFayette | eaves behind a
| egacy which will |ong endure the passage of tine
and will remain as a conforting nenory to all who
were privileged to have known and | oved such an
amazing man; he will be deeply m ssed, and truly
nmerits the grateful tribute of this Legislative
Body; now, therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nourn the
deat h of the Honorable Reginald A LaFayette, and
to express its deepest condol ences to his famly;
and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
the fam |y of the Honorable Reginald A
LaFayette."

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
St ewart - Cousi ns on the resol ution.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, Madam Presi dent.

| rise to pay tribute to nmy friend,
a mentor, a confidant, Reginald A LaFayette, who

di ed too soon this past Saturday at the age of
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69, leaving the entire Westchester comunity
shaken, really, to its core. Because Reginald
LaFayette was someone who had al ways been there
and was sonehow soneone you' d expect to al ways be
t here.

| f there was, however, any day that
Regi nal d LaFayette woul d have wanted to die, it
woul d probably have been on the birthday of
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

So it again is ironic that in that
sense they shared that day, because nmany of us
know -- and ny col | eagues who are here wi |l speak
for thensel ves about Reggie, but we know t hat he
dedicated his |ife to access to voting. He spent
decades between being the county commi ssioner for
el ections in Westchester on the Denocratic side,
as well as being the county chair of the party.

It was all about enpowering people,
and very, very many people who | ooked |ike nme, to
aspire to positions that we woul d never have had
access to prior, to reach judgeshi ps and
appoi nted positions and places of power behind
the scenes -- and in the forefront -- with the
understanding that this iconic nan, Reginald

LaFayette, was sonehow al ways going to be there
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as a resource, as a guide, sharing his witticism
his wi sdom and the hard truth, frankly, that he
| earned frombeing a Black man in historic
positions so much of his life.

| was tal king to soneone who was
close to himtoday, Tajian, who had been the
executive assistant working with Reginald for
about 18 years, and | was saying, \Wuat did he
teach you? And one of the things she said is
that -- and these are things we all know in these
positions, but she said: "He taught ne that
you're just never going to rmake everyone happy,
so you do the best you can, you take a position,
you stand by the position, and you just make sure
that you give it your heart and soul. \Wether
they like you or not, you are going to be able to
live with yourself and rest in peace if you just
foll ow your heart and your mnd and you work hard
to get things done."

That's who ny friend Reginald
LaFayette was, and that is what he's left for us.

W will be paying tribute
t hroughout, 1'm sure, the weeks to cone. But on
this day, in this chanber, we really wanted to

pause because he had such a trenendous i npact,
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not only on our county but on the state, with his
| eadership and the role nodel that he was for us.

So agai n, mnmy condol ences to his
children, his famly, and all who will feel a
voi d because Reggie is gone. But again, in the
spirit of Dr. King, we know what's inportant and
we know we nust continue to struggle. W're just
so happy that we had exanples |like Reginald to
foll ow

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Har ckham on the resol ution.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .

It's good to be back in the chanber
for a new session, although it's sad to be
speaki ng on this occasion on the passing of ny
friend Reginald LaFayette.

| would |ike to thank our Majority
Leader, Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for
bringing this resolution to the fl oor.

The Majority Leader really covered a
| ot about Reggie's life. 1 called him Reggie,

but | also called him"the chair,” "M. Chair,"
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for 20 years. | worked with Reggie for 20 years
both in his capacity as board of elections

commi ssioner -- you know, as the | eader nentioned
how i nportant voter integrity is. W worked

t oget her on HAVA i ssues and voting machi nes a
decade ago. | worked with himin his role as the
chair of the party.

And he had a stature about him And
that's why | referred to himalways as "the
chair," even though we knew each other for
20 years, because he had a presence about him
Whether it was testifying before the board of
| egi sl ators, whether it was in his conference
room at the board of elections, or whether he was
hol di ng court at Miulino's, he always had comrmand
of the room

And his enphasis on politics was
because politics were the pathway to policy. And
| renmenber his enphasis so clearly. Wen | first
got involved with the Denocratic Party at the
county level in Westchester, he was a | eading
voi ce for diversifying judicial appointnments and
judicial nom nations. And he always said that
with opportunity will cone greatness. And we

just saw that as our body |ast week proudly voted
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for Judge Troutman to the state's highest court.

So, you know, I will mss Reggie. |
think we will all mss his influence. You know,
he coul d be viewed as stubborn on occasion. And
| don't think it's that he did not want to hel p;
it's that any fight that you were going to have
and you wanted Reggie with you, he had al ready
had, and so he wanted to spare you the agita of
getting your clock cleaned if there was a better
way to achieve the goal that you were going to
do.

And t hat was Reggie's purpose. And
in the end, Reggie was always there with you when
you needed an ally and when you needed a friend.

And so |ike everyone else, | wll
m ss Reggie greatly, and ny condol ences go out to
his famly.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

Senat or Mayer on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And thank you to our Majority

Leader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for ensuring that

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

265

we get to speak about Reggi e sooner rather than
| ater, because his death was a shock to all of
us.

But Reggie -- or, as ny colleague
said, we called him"M. Chairnman" or
"Conmi ssioner” always in his presence -- was a
maj or player in the political and election life
of our county. And for those of us in elected
office, he was a | eader, a colleague, and a
fierce advocate for our party. He was chairman
of the Westchester Denocratic Conmittee for over
15 years, and he led, as ny coll eagues have said,
with principle, a strong sense of decorum
profound faith in our institutions, and a
commtrment to fairness and justi ce.

Fromthe tine | first met him nore

than 20 years ago, |ike ny coll eagues, he was
determ ned to ensure our |eaders -- and
particularly our judges -- nore fairly

represented the diversity of our county. He
supported a wi de group of diverse candidates with
strong legal qualifications, commtnment to our
sense of justice but, nost inportant, the ability
to enpathize, relate to and respect the litigants

who appeared before them particularly in our
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city and town courts and in famly court.

He was not deterred by those who
resi sted change in the makeup of the judiciary,
and they were powerful, nor by the adage "W
always did it this way." He was determned to
make our el ected | eaders and courts reflect a
changi ng and diverse county, and he did it. He
had a tough job, but he did it exceptionally
wel |, satisfying anmbitious political egos while
keepi ng a steady hand focused on principle,
et hi cal standards, and opportunity.

And in addition, as conmm ssioner of
the county board of elections during a tine of
maj or change in our election |aws, as well as
COVID-rel ated changes, it was no secret he
regarded nany these changes as chal |l engi ng, even
as we here, his colleagues, adopted them

But he nade it his business to nmake
themwork. And as a result, voting turnout
i ncreased t hroughout Westchester in the past two
years, with remarkably fewer glitches. | recal
pushing him and ny col |l eagues nay renenber, on
early voting to ensure that we had nore people to
help the long lines that were there in the highly

charged el ections. Reggie heard us, he worked
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with us, and he made it possible for hundreds if
not thousands of people to participate in early
vot i ng.

In addition, to his credit, he was
an excell ent coll eague and fair-m nded partner
wi th his Republican co-comm ssioner, and they had
a relationship built on nmutual trust and
commitment to the fair execution of voting. Wat
a wel cone thing.

At the heart of Comm ssioner
LaFayette was a profound belief that our
denocratic systemcould lead to nore equa
justice and opportunity for all, but only if we
pushed it to do so. And he was willing to do
unpopul ar things, as was said, to nake it happen.
He knew from his own experience it was inperative
to have qualified people of color and woren in
positions of authority -- not just for the
synbolism not for the personal success, not
taking away fromthat, but Reggie knew it was
i nportant for everyone in our comunity to
actual ly view and experience diverse | eadership
in positions of power.

Through his work, we began to

achi eve that, as ny col |l eagues have attested.
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Hs |ife ended too soon, but his inmpact in the
worl d of those on the ground in politics in our
county, as well as those deeply influenced by
him will remain strong.

To his famly, his son and daughter,
friends and col | eagues, our deepest condol ences.
And his nmenory and his influence will stay with
us forever.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Thank you, Madam Leader, for
introducing this resolution, as Senator Mayer
sai d.

Quickly, I can tell you on Saturday
there was a nonstop influx of calls and text
nmessages from people not just in Mount Vernon,
not just in Westchester, throughout the city,

t hrough upstate, who revered Reggi e LaFayette.
He was one of these one-nane people. |If you said
"Reggi e" in Wstchester County, we knew who you

were tal king about. There was just one.
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He was a very fair, very
conscientious, and just a solid overall guy. As
a Bronxite, when | first ran for -- for this
seat, it had been held by ny predecessor, Ruth
Hassel | - Thonpson, who was fromthe City of
Mount Vernon. And it was the first time in quite
sonme tinme that a Bronxite had held it, as opposed
to a Mount Vernonite.

Not only did Reggie not hold that
agai nst nme, he enbraced ne. He told nme the ins
and outs of the city. He told nme sone history in
the city. He explained to ne what he had seen.
And as Senator Harckham said, you know, he did
not want history to repeat itself if it could al
be avoi ded.

CGenerous with his time, generous
with his advice, but he was very generous in
openi ng up a pathway for people of color, for
younger black folks to run for office. And I
remenber one particular time when Reggie got an
award and he started rattling off an oral history
of the county in -- fromthe days of David Ford
on down. And for sonmeone who was not from
West chest er County, but who proudly represents

it, it was a master class. It was hearing about
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the history that -- the soil that had been
tilled, so to speak, so that someone |ike nme can
bl oom

So I"'meternally grateful for
M. Chairman. And in ny other capacity, he gave
me sone advi ce about being a county chair as
wel | .

It was again, to what Madam Leader
said, you're not going to rmake everyone happy.
But when you nake a decision, make decisions with
integrity and fairness and |l et the chips fall
where they may.

He was a great man, and he --
this -- this loss sent shock waves throughout the
Cty of Mount Vernon. M deepest condol ences go
out to his son and his daughter and his famly,
his | oved ones, and to the four square mles of
the city of Mount Vernon. He |oonmed large in
that city. He was a |egendary figure. He wll
be m ssed incredibly.

May God bl ess the nmenory of
Reggi e LaFayette.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank

you, Senat or.
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The question is on the resolution.

Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

At the request of the | eader, these
resol utions are open for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor of the
resol utions, please notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Before we
adjourn, let me ask you to call a reconveni ng of
the Health Commttee, virtually, inmediately upon

t he adj ournment of session.
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And | now nove to adjourn unti
tomorrow, Thursday, January 20th, at 11:00 a.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Health Conmmttee neeting will reconvene virtually
i mredi ately foll owi ng session.

On notion, the Senate stands
adj ourned until Thursday, January 20th, at
11: 00 a. m

(Wher eupon, at 4:11 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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