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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

January 10, 2022
3:51 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR JAMAAL T. BAILEY, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

46

PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection and/or prayer as we
remenber and honor the victins of yesterday's
tragic fire in the Bronx that clained the |lives

of far too many people, many of which were

chil dren.

The Book of Matthew 5:4 says
"Bl essed are those who nourn, for they will be
conforted. "

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Sunday,
January 9, 2022, the Senate net pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday, January 8,

2022, was read and approved. On notion, Senate
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adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
there will be an i medi ate neeting of the Rules
Commi ttee in Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 3:52 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
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4:10 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
there's a report of the Rules Conmittee at the
desk. Can we pl ease take that up

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bills:

Senate Print 253, by Senator Mri e,
an act to anmend the El ection Law,

Senate Print 284A, by Senator Mrie,
an act to anmend the El ection Law,

Senate Print 492, by
Senat or Hoyl man, an act to amend the
El ecti on Law

Senate Print 557, by Senator My, an
act to anmend the El ection Law,

Senate Print 1126B, by
Senator G anaris, an act to amend the
El ecti on Law

Senate Print 1283, by
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Senat or Kam nsky, an act to anend the
El ecti on Law
Senate Print 2951, by
Senat or Kavanagh, an act to anend the
El ecti on Law
Senate Print 4658, by
Senat or Parker, an act to anmend the Election Law,
Senate Print 6214, by Senator Mrie,
an act to anmend the El ection Law,
Senate Print 7565B, by
Senat or Biaggi, an act to anend the El ection Law,
Senate Print 7619, by Senator Mayer,
an act to amend Chapter 60 of the Laws of 2021,
Senate Print 7623A, by
Senat or Gaughran, an act to anend Chapter 417 of
t he Laws of 2021,
Senate Print 7631, by the
| ndependent Redi stricting Conm ssion, an act to
amend the State Law,
Senate Print 7632, by the
| ndependent Redi stricting Conm ssion, an act to
amend the State Law,
Senate Print 7633, by the
| ndependent Redi stricting Conm ssion, an act to

anend the State Law;
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Senate Print 7634, by the
| ndependent Redi stricting Conm ssion, an act to
amend the State Law,
Senate Print 7689, by
Senat or Hi nchey, an act to amend the
Public Service Law,
Senate Print 7690, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the
Public Heal th Law,
Senate Print 7691, by Senator Mayer,
an act to amend the County Law;
Senate Print 7692, by
Senator Breslin, an act to anend the
| nsur ance Law;
Senate Print 7693, by
Senat or Harckham an act to amend the
Ment al Hygi ene Law;
Senate Print 7694, by
Senator Rivera, an act to anmend the
Public Health Law,
Senate Print 7695, by
Senat or Sepul veda, an act to amend a chapter of
t he Laws of 2021,
Senate Print 7696, by Senator Brouk,

an act to anend the Public Health Law and the
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Envi ronnent al Conservation Law
Senate Print 7697, by
Senat or Hi nchey, an act to amend the
Soci al Services Law,
Senate Print 7698, by
Senator Conrie, an act to anend the Real Property
Actions and Proceedi ngs Law,
Senate Print 7699, by
Senat or Stavi sky, an act to anend the
Educati on Law,
Senate Print 7700, by Senator Mayer,
an act to amend a chapter of the Laws of 2021;
Senate Print 7701, by
Senat or Kam nsky, an act to anend the
Publ i ¢ Housi ng Law;
Senate Print 7702, by
Senat or Kam nsky, an act to anend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law
Senate Print 7703, by
Senat or Bailey, an act to anend the
Correction Law and the Mental Hygi ene Law,
Senate Print 7704, by
Senator Breslin, an act to anend the
| nsur ance Law,

Senate Print 7705, by
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Senat or Hoyl man, an act to amend t he Penal Law,

Senate Print 7706, by
Senat or Harckham an act to amend the
Executive Law and the Public Health Law,

Senate Print 7707, by Senator Ryan,
an act to amend the Al coholic Beverage Control
Law,

Senate Print 7708, by
Senator Rivera, an act to anmend the
Public Heal th Law,

Senate Print 7709, by
Senat or Kam nsky, an act to anend a chapter of
t he Laws of 2021,

Senate Print 7710, by
Senat or Kapl an, an act to anend the
Executive Law,

Senate Print 7711, by
Senat or Parker, an act to anend a chapter of the
Laws of 2021;

Senate Print 7712, by Senat or Ranos,
an act to anmend the Social Services Law,

Senate Print 7713, by Senator Ott,
an act to anmend the Executive Law

Senate Print 7714, by Senator Mayer,

an act to amend the General Busi ness Law,
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Senate Print 7715, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the
Econom ¢ Devel opnent Law,
Senate Print 7716, by
Senat or Persaud, an act to anend the
Educati on Law and the State Finance Law,
Senate Print 7717, by
Senat or Kavanagh, an act to anend the
Public Heal th Law,
Senate Print 7718, by
Senat or Hi nchey, an act to amend a chapter of the
Laws of 2021;
Senate Print 7719, by
Senat or Kennedy, an act to amend a chapter of the
Laws of 2021;
Senate Print 7720, by
Senat or Thonas, an act to anmend the
General Business Law,
Senate Print 7721, by
Senat or Kennedy, an act to amend the Tax Law,
Senate Print 7722, by
Senator Conmrie, an act to anend a chapter of the
Laws of 2021;
Senate Print 7723, by

Senat or Gaughran, an act to anend the
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Envi ronnment al Conservati on Law

Senate Print 7724, by

Senat or Biaggi, an act to anend the Banki ng Law

Senate Print 7725, by

Senat or Bailey, an act to anend the Labor Law

Senate Print 7726, by

Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the

Public Health Law

Senate Print 7727, by

Senat or Kavanagh, an act to anend the

Publ i ¢ Housi ng Law;

Gaughr an,

Skoufi s,

Skoufi s,

Skoufi s,

Senate Print 7728, by Senator

an act to anmend the State Fi nance Law,
Senate Print 7729, by Senator

an act to amend the Real Property Law,
Senate Print 7730, by Senator

an act to amend the Real Property Law,
Senate Print 7731, by Senator

an act to amend the Real Property Law,

Senate Print 7732, by

Senat or Gaughran, an act to anend a chapter of

t he Laws

of 2021,
Senate Print 7733, by

Senat or Biaggi, an act to anend the Executive

Law,
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Senate Print 7734, by
Senat or Skoufis, an act to anend the
Public Oficers Law and the Cvil Rights Law,

Senate Print 7735, by Senator Liu,
an act to amend the General Obligations Law and
the Real Property Law,

Senate Print 7736, by
Senat or Kapl an, an act to anend the Penal Law;

Senate Print 7737, by
Senat or Kam nsky, an act to anend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law, and

Senate Print 7738, by
Senat or Brooks, an act to anend the County Law.

Al bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Commttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Al
those in favor of accepting the report of the
Rul es Commttee signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The Rul es
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Comm ttee report is accepted.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine,
M. President, we're going to stand at ease for
just five mnutes while the desk gets its votes
in order.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 4:16 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
4:18 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate will return to order.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
the readi ng of the calendar, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 1,
Senate Print 253, by Senator Myrie --

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 2,

Senate Print 284A, by Senator Myrie, an act to
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amend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 2, those Senators voting in the negative
are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle, Gallivan
Giffo, Helmng, Jordan, Lanza, Martucci,
Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott, Pal unbo, Rath,
Ritchie, Serino, Stec, Tedisco and WeiKk.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 3,
Senate Print 492, by Senator Hoyl man, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
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act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hoyl man to explain his vote.

SENATOR HOYLMAN: Thank you,

M. President.

It is terrific to be back here in
Al bany with the start of the |egislative session
and to explain nmy vote on S492 to secure ball ot
drop boxes.

You know, M. President, throughout
our nation we're witnessing a massive,
coordi nated attack on voting rights in other
states. In fact, over the last few years nore
t han 400 anti-voter bills have been introduced in
48 states, and nore seemto be proposed on a
weekl y basi s.

The del uge of these anti-denocracy
pi eces of legislation have nade it harder for
mllions of Americans to have their voice heard
in governnent. But here in New York, with this
package of bills, under the |eadership of Andrea

St ewart - Cousi ns and our El ections chair, Zell nor
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Myrie, we are charting a different course. W're
focused on maki ng voting as accessible as
possi bl e, ensuring that every eligible voter has
a clear and sinple nethod to fulfill this nost
basi ¢ and sacred act of denocracy.

" m proud today also we're
supporting legislation to ensure ballot drop
boxes. You know, there are over 30 states that
currently have ball ot drop boxes that nake it
easy for voters who are busy, who have kids, who
have jobs, to sinply drop off their ballot at a
secure | ocati on.

We know that's inmportant not just
because of the fact that we have so nmany working
New Yor kers who have a hard time getting to the
polls, but we know that if you're voting
absentee, the postal service isn't always
reliable. W saw that in '20 and '21, how
cruci al absentee ballots are to the health of our
comunity. You should be able to go to a ball ot
drop box and deposit your vote.

You know, not only are we, with this
| egi slation, allow ng ballot drop boxes to be
instituted in the State of New York, but we're

al so pushing back on states that are rolling back
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bal | ot drop boxes -- states |ike Texas, M chigan,
W sconsin, Florida. W say to themtoday: You
are not benefiting the residents of your state,
you are not benefiting denocracy by rolling back
voter protections -- you're underm ni ng
denocr acy.

W' re doing the opposite today, and
for those reasons | vote aye.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Hoyl man to be recorded in the affirnmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 3, those Senators voting in the negative
are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle, Gallivan
Giffo, Helmng, Jordan, Lanza, Martucci,
Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott, Pal unbo, Rath,
Ritchie, Serino, Stec, Tedisco and WeiKk.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 4,
Senate Print 557, by Senator May --

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 5,
Senate Print 1126B, by Senator G anaris, an act
to amend the El ection Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Jackson to explain his vote.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,

M. President.

My col |l eagues, | rise this afternoon
in order to speak about several bills. That's
S253, which safeguards the constitutional right
of absentee voters to have their votes counted
when there are stray marks or witing on an
absentee ballot, as long as the express intent of
the voter is clear, and S492, which authorizes

boards of elections to establish absentee ball ot
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drop-of f locations, and S 1126B, to ban political
spendi ng by foreign-influenced businesses in
New York State and | ocal elections.

So |l rise to speak on this. And as
| egi sl ators we swore to protect denocracy. W
wer e el ected, anong many things, to make sure our
constituents' right to vote is protected, whether
expanding their access to a ballot or giving
peopl e nore choi ces about where and when they
vote. And I'mproud to stand here today as part
of a commtnent to ensure that this grand
experiment called denocracy is genuinely for all.

And after we saw t he previous year,
there is a clear attenpt nationwide to go all out
inlimting voting rights, specifically that of
Bl ack, brown and working class conmunities. Too
many people in this country are still talking
about voter fraud, voter nmachine mal functions, as
if they genuinely care about the strength of our
denocracy, when it is clear that their concerns
about safeguarding is their political power.

The bills we vote on today wal k the
wal k by positively contributing to both security
of our elections and the ease of casting a

bal | ot .
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And many thanks to all mny coll eagues
who put forward these bills today. Let us
continue to denonstrate our commtnent to
ensuring that eligible New Yorkers can access the
bal | ot box and becone involved in civic |life and
the future of our nation. Allow ng nore people
to participate is the right path to forge a
heal t hy and robust denocracy. After all, we can
all agree that denocracy is healthier when
everyone's participation is constructive.

And | vote aye, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Jackson to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 5, those Senators voting in the negative
are Senators Akshar, Boyle, @Gllivan, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Jordan, Mattera, Oberacker, O Mara,

Ott, Rath, Ritchie, Stec, Tedisco and Wi k.

Ayes, 48. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 6,
Senate Print 1283, by Senator Kam nsky, an act to

anmend the El ection Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 6, those Senators voting in the negative
are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle, Gallivan
Giffo, Helmng, Jordan, Lanza, Martucci,
Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott, Rath, Ritchie,
Serino, Stec, Tedisco and Wi k.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 7,
Senate Print 2951, by Senator Kavanagh, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 7, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle,
Gllivan, Giffo, Hel mng, Jordan, Lanza,
Martucci, Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott,

Pal umbo, Rath, Ritchie, Serino, Stec, Tedisco and

Vi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 8,
Senate Print 4658, by Senator Parker, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect January 1, 2024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

66

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunmber 8, those Senators voting in the

negati ve are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle,

Gal li van,

Mar t ucci ,

Giffo, Helmng, Jordan, Lanza,
Mattera, Qberacker, O Mara, Ott,

Pal umbo, Rath, Ritchie, Serino, Stec, Tedisco and

Wi k.

i s passed.

Senate Pri

anend t he

| ast secti

act shall

roll.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 20.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bill

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 9,
nt 6214, by Senator Myrie, an act to
El ecti on Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
take effect imredi ately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Cal | the

(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce

the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar Nunmber 9, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle,
Gllivan, Giffo, Hel mng, Jordan, Lanza,
Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott, Pal unbo, Rath,
Ritchie, Serino, Stec, Tedisco and WeiKk.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 10,
Senate Print 7565B, by Senator Biaggi, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Rath to explain his vote.

SENATOR RATH: Thank you,
M. President. | rise to explain nmy vote because
| have two primary concerns with this bill.

First, | believe there are serious

constitutional questions. It goes beyond the
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limts of who can qualify for an absentee ball ot.
The Constitution authorizes this Legislature to
provi de a manner for qualified voters to cast an
absentee ballot, but this authority is offered
with |imtations.

Once again, it is offered with
limtations. A risk or a fear of illness goes
above and beyond those limtations.

Second, | amconcerned it is overly
vague and appears to be another attenpt at
no- excuse absentee voting -- which, | rem nd ny
col | eagues, 55 percent of New Yorkers rejected
t hi s past Novenber.

| believe we have a responsibility
tolisten to the will of the voters who spoke
| oud and clear on Novenber 2nd. Voting on a bil
in January to address an unpredictable
environmental factor in the nmonths to come, with
fear as the only rationale, is not in the best

interests of the people of the State of New York

And for these reasons, | vote in the

negati ve.
Thank you, M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or

Rath to be recorded in the negative.
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 10, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle,
Fel der, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel mng, Jordan, Lanza,
Martucci, Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rath, Ritchie, Serino, Stec, Tedisco and
Vi k.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 11
Senate Print 7619, by Senator Myer, an act to
anend Chapter 60 of the Laws of 2021.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar 11, those Senators voting in the
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negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Felder,
Gllivan, Giffo, Hel mng, Jordan, Lanza,
Martucci, Oberacker, O Mara, Ott, Palunbo, Rath,
Ritchie, Stec, Tedisco and Wi k.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 13,
Senate Print 7631, by the I|Independent
Redi stricting Comm ssion, an act to anmend the
State Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 13, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Addabbo, Akshar, Bail ey,
Bi aggi, Borrello, Boyle, Breslin, Brisport,

Brooks, Brouk, C eare, Conrie, Cooney, Felder,
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@Gl | i van, Gaughran, G anaris, Gounardes, Giffo,
Har ckham Hel m ng, Hi nchey, Hoyl man, Jackson,
Jordan, Kam nsky, Kaplan, Kavanagh, Kennedy,
Krueger, Lanza, Liu, Mannion, Martucci, Mttera,
May, Mayer, Myrie, Ooeracker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Parker, Persaud, Ranos, Rath,
Rei chlin-Mel nick, Ritchie, Rivera, Ryan, Sal azar,
Sanders, Savi no, Sepulveda, Serino, Serrano,
Skoufis, Stavisky, Stec, Stewart- Cousins,
Tedi sco, Thomas and Wi k.

Nays, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s def eat ed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 14,
Senate Print 7632, by the |Independent
Redi stricting Comm ssion, an act to anmend the
State Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 14, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Addabbo, Akshar, Bail ey,
Bi aggi, Borrello, Boyle, Breslin, Brisport,
Brooks, Brouk, Cl eare, Conrie, Cooney, Felder,
Gl | i van, Gaughran, G anaris, Gounardes, Giffo,
Har ckham Hel m ng, Hi nchey, Hoyl man, Jackson,
Jordan, Kam nsky, Kaplan, Kavanagh, Kennedy,
Krueger, Lanza, Liu, Mannion, Martucci, Mttera,
May, Mayer, Myrie, Ooeracker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Parker, Persaud, Ranos, Rath,
Rei chlin-Mel nick, Ritchie, Rivera, Ryan, Sal azar,
Sanders, Savi no, Sepul veda, Serino, Serrano,
Skoufis, Stavisky, Stec, Stewart-Cousins,
Tedi sco, Thomas and Wi k.

Nays, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s def eat ed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 15,
Senate Print 7633, by the Independent
Redi stricting Comm ssion, an act to anmend the
State Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Lanza to explain his vote.

SENATOR LANZA: Thank you,

M. President.

You know, |'ve anticipated or we've
all been waiting to see where the vote was goi ng
on these redistricting bills. 1 don't think
anyone's surprised in terns of what's happeni ng
here. | think it's been the worst-kept secret in
Al bany, if not the entire country, that this
| ndependent Redi stricting Conm ssion was never
going to be allowed to renmin i ndependent.

|"mgoing to vote in favor of this,
and the next, because it's ny understandi ng that
t hese two pieces of -- these two maps handed down
by the IRC are the closest to a consensus that
cane out of that conm ssion.

This commi ssion was put in place by
t he people of the State of New York. They wanted

i ndependence in the process of witing political
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maps in the State of New York.

|''msure we'll hear about how
Republicans didn't do it that way years ago --
but if that's the case, neither did the
Denocrats, because Republicans never controlled
bot h houses and the Executive. Past abuses or
past issues should not be the reason why the
wrong thing should happen to the people of State
of New York today.

| wouldn't have witten any of these
maps the way they are witten, but that's exactly
the point. They ought not be witten by one
person, and they ought not be witten by one
party. And we all know that's where this is
going. And it's wong.

There was a recent -- there was a
recent attenpt to undo what the peopl e had
al ready put in place, which led to this
| ndependent Redistricting Conmi ssion. It was put
on the ballot, and the voters rejected it. And
they rejected it soundly. Because this is what
they want. They want that commission to do their
work in as independent a fashion as is hunmanly
possi bl e.

Wth all its flaws, with all the
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issues in that comm ssion, | stand here firmy
believing that the best thing that coul d happen
for the people of New York is for that comm ssion
to draw the naps that will determ ne the
districts that people will be allowed to vote in
in the State of New York, and not one politician
or one political party.

And that's why, M. President, |I'm
going to be voting in favor of this, if only to
send the nmessage that | support the independence
of that comm ssion and not the partisanship of
what is clearly comng our way in the State of
New Yor k.

M. President, | vote in the
affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Lanza to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator G anaris to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

| had to get up because the
hypocrisy is raining off these walls at a pace
that 1've not seen in ny many years in this

chanber, so | had to correct the record.
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The -- ny col |l eague who just spoke
just finished voting no on the naps that were
drawn by the commi ssioners appoi nted by
Denocrats, but is now voting yes on the maps
drawn by conmm ssioners appoi nted by Republi cans,
and yet he's trying to claimthat that was --
that the Republican version is the independent
versi on.

O course we're sitting here under a
process devel oped by the Senate Majority. At the
time -- because |'ve been here |ong enough, as
has Senator Lanza, to have renenbered the | ast
time we went around and around on this -- these
flaws in the setup of the conm ssion and
structure were pointed out by ne, in fact, and
ot her menbers of the Mnority at the tine. And
yet this was the process the then-Mjority
i nsi sted upon, because they knew it would cone to
this.

They knew t hat we woul d take the
majority, and they set up a comm ssion that was
designed to be political. 1In fact, a court
deni ed the Board of Elections the right to use
the word "independent” when it was placed on the

bal |l ot because it was so clear that that's what
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the then-Majority did.

So let's not play ganes. |f Senator
Lanza was sitting in this chair he would not have
made the speech he just made fromthat chair. He
had the chance to do that 10 years ago and chose
not to.

So we are doing the best we can.

The conm ssion exists now. W are being
respectful of it, we are giving it its
opportunity to do its best and send us its
proposal s, we are considering them and we will
consider its plans again in |less than 15 days.

But don't try and paint a picture that's not

true, especially a picture that was | argely drawn
by yoursel f.

So we are doing the best we can with
the process, the flawed process that was given to
us by you. Let's just be clear that that's
what ' s happeni ng.

| vote in the negative on this map.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anaris to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar 15, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Addabbo, Bail ey, Biaggi,
Breslin, Brisport, Brooks, Brouk, Cleare, Conrtie,
Cooney, Felder, Gallivan, Gaughran, G anaris,
Gounar des, Harckham Hi nchey, Hoyl man, Jackson,
Jordan, Kam nsky, Kaplan, Kavanagh, Kennedy,
Krueger, Liu, Mnnion, May, Mayer, Mrie, Parker,
Per saud, Ranpbs, Reichlin-Melnick, Rivera, Ryan,
Sal azar, Sanders, Savino, Sepul veda, Serrano,
Skoufis, Stavisky, Stewart-Cousins, Tedisco and
Thonas.

Ayes, 17. Nays, 46.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s def eat ed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 16,
Senate Print 7634, by the |Independent
Redi stricting Comm ssion, an act to anmend the
State Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 16, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Addabbo, Bail ey, Biaggi,
Breslin, Brisport, Brooks, Brouk, Cleare, Conrtie,
Cooney, Fel der, Gaughran, G anaris, Gounardes,
Giffo, Harckham H nchey, Hoyl man, Jackson,
Kam nsky, Kaplan, Kavanagh, Kennedy, Krueger,
Li u, Manni on, My, Mayer, Mrie, Parker, Persaud,
Ranos, Reichlin-Melnick, Rivera, Ryan, Sal azar,
Sanders, Savi no, Sepulveda, Serrano, Skoufis,
St avi sky, Stewart-Cousins and Thonas.

Ayes, 19. Nays, 44.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bill
i s def eat ed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's noncontroversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

Can we now go to the reading of the
controversi al cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 1,
Senate Print 253, by Senator Myrie, an act to
amend the El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Rat h, why do you rise?

SENATOR RATH: Yes, thank you,

M. President. WII the sponsor yield for sone
guestions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Myrie, will you yield?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RATH: Thank you.

According to the bill text, this
legislation will require boards of elections
enpl oyees to review (1) express intent and (2)
substantial conpliance.

Can the sponsor please el aborate on
what neasures woul d qualify as maki ng the express
intent of a voter unclear?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thank you,

M. President.
And let nme just first say "Happy

New Year" to everyone here in the chanber. And
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of course our hearts remain with those who | ost
their lives in the fire in the Bronx tragically
yest er day.

Let ne also note that we are passing
these bills within a national context where
| egi sl atures all over the country are restricting
the franchise, in direct juxtaposition with the
State of New York that in the past three years
has passed nearly 80 |laws that have hel ped expand
t he franchi se.

This bill in particular, the
standard being that the intent of the voter be
unanbi guous, really is suggesting that voters
shoul d have their vote counted when they want it
to.

As ny friend on the other side is
wel | aware of, any review of a ballot, of an
absentee ballot, is done on a bipartisan basis.
It's not just a Denpcrat or a Republican, but
both have to review that ballot and both have to
conme to a conclusion about whether that ballot is
going to come into question

Shoul d there be a question around
whet her the voter's intent is clear, that then

woul d be litigated, just as any other issue with
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absentee ballots are litigated. And |I'd again
point the Senator to the | anguage stating that
the intent has to be unanbi guous for it to count.

SENATOR RATH: Thank you,

M. President. WII the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RATH: The second part of
my question is this. Wat is the basis for
substantial conpliance?

SENATCR MYRI E: So that term exists
already in our Election Law. It is the sanme term
t hat has been construed by the courts and under
which there is a significant anount of case | aw,
and it is the sane standard by which we neasure
affidavit ballot validity.

SENATOR RATH: Thank you,

M. President. WII the sponsor continue to
yi el d?
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?
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SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RATH: s it fair to say
t hat aski ng Board of Election enployees to start
anal yzi ng express intent and substanti al
conpliance is beyond their current duties and job
descri ptions?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,

M. President, | would argue that it is not, and
it is fairly simlar to the process by which we
exam ne signatures. It is fairly simlar to al

of the other exam nations of our absentee ballots
by our Board of Elections adm nistrators.

And | would underscore that this is
not done on a partisan basis, but that the system
set up to exam ne these ballots ensures that
there is not a partisan bent to the exam nation,
but one that is done holistically.

So | believe it is fully in the
scope of the Board of Elections to exani ne
whet her or not a ballot is anbiguous in the
voter's intent.

And just so the public is clear on

what this is, we are tal king about stray marks
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t hat have served as disqualifiers for ballots
where the voter has been very clear on what they
want their intention to be. W've had |itigation
around pizza stains on ballots. Even though
everything else is clear, this has had to go to
the courts for one reason or another in
chal I engi ng that ball ot.

And so this bill is about naking it
clear that if a voter is clear on their intent,
t hat that ballot should count.

SENATCOR RATH: M. President, wll
t he sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MYRI E: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR RATH: When aski ng Board of
El ections enpl oyees to exani ne the thoughts and
intentions of voters, is there a concern that the
integrity of the ballot review process could be
j eopar di zed?

SENATOR MYRI E: Thr ough you,
M. President. The statute does not call for

Board of Elections to divine what the intent is.
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The statute says the express intent -- "express"”
bei ng the operative word there -- that as
expressed on the ballot, that the intent is

cl ear.

SENATOR MYRI E: M. President, on
the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Rath on the bill.

SENATOR RATH: Expandi ng voti ng
rights is a necessary yet chall engi ng endeavor.
Undoubt edl y, we as el ected representatives want
every eligible voter to participate.

It is equally inportant that we have
t he basic neasures in place to preserve security.
Renoving sinple requirenments for dating the
bal | ot envel ope, and neasures so easy and
necessary for ballot integrity at the BCE -- it
is mnd-boggling that we woul d renpve that.

M nd- boggl i ng.

Absentee ballots currently have
clear instructions on how to be handl ed.

Voters are smart, and current Board of Elections
processes exist to protect the accuracy of each
and every ballot. For these reasons, 1'll be

voting in the negative.
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Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Rath.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
M/rie to explain his vote.

SENATOR MYRI E: Thank you,
M. President.

| just want to not just speak on
this bill, but to speak to what the Majority is
doing today. This is of course the fourth year
that we are starting off this session with
def endi ng our denocracy, but we do so in a
di fferent context than we've done in the past.

Last week we unfortunately had to
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commenorate the insurrection that took place in
our nation's Capitol on January 6th, and the
unfortunate reality is that that insurrection
has continued in |egislative houses throughout
the rest of the nation.

So while New York is expandi ng
today, with Senator May's bill, options to vote
early, we've seen states |ike Georgia and Texas
and lowa restrict the early voting period and
make it shorter during the days where you could
vote. \Where we are, thanks to Senator Hoyl nan,
maki ng an attenpt to authorize ballot drop boxes,
states |ike Indiana have just passed laws to
remove those ball ot boxes fromthe public.

We are making an attenpt today, with
Senator Parker's bill, to get nore young peopl e
i nvol ved and to nake it easier for themto
regi ster and participate, and in other states
i ke Florida and Kansas and Montana they have
made it harder for individuals to register to
vot e.

And of course with this bill and
some of the other bills that we have passed, we
are making it easier for folks to vote by mail,

making it easier for those votes to count, and in
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ot her places like Arizona and |daho, they are
making it easier to discard those absentee
bal | ot s.

So make no m stake, this Majority
will continue to defend our denocracy. W wll
continue our journey fromworst to first because
it is nore inportant now than ever. That is why
|"mvoting in the affirmative.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
M/rie to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Ranps to explain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,

M. President.

It's such an honor -- it feels great
to be back in the chanber. |'mvery eager to get
to work with all of ny colleagues this year and
to be able to cast this vote in the affirmative
in support of the bill that mny coll eague Senator
Zel Il nor Myri e chanpioned, is chanpioning for our
conference and for the people of New York

| have to say that the nmargins of
ballots that are tossed by election officials,
particularly in down-ballot elections, can make a

significant and neani ngful difference. And we
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saw this firsthand in Queens. Senator G anaris
m ght remenber a certain Queens district
attorney's race not too |l ong ago in Queens where,
out of roughly 2800 affidavit ballots cast, nore
than 80 percent of those ballots were thrown
away. And that ended up being with only 487
votes that were counted.

And that, unfortunately,
di senfranchi sed nmany of our nei ghbors who want ed
to feel heard, who expressed their intent and
their desire for their candidate to win the
el ection, but unfortunately their votes had been
cast aside because of really silly marks, because
of some m stakes that can be curable, which this
body has already nmade a | ot easier for voters.

And | just can't be nore thankful to
nmy col |l eagues, to this body, and to Senator Myrie
for maki ng sure that these m stakes don't ever
happen again and that every single voter gets the
opportunity to cast their ballot and sincerely be
hear d.

That's what this is all about,
maki ng sure that nore New Yorkers are engaged in
the political process, that they're voting, that

they are active participants of our denocracy.
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And we shoul d not be hindering that participation
in any way, shape or form

So thank you, M. President, for the
opportunity to speak on the bill. 1It's good to
see everyone. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ranos to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1, those Senators voting in the negative
are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle, Gallivan
Giffo, Helmng, Jordan, Lanza, Martucci,
Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott, Pal unbo, Rath,
Ritchie, Serino, Stec, Tedisco and WeiKk.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 4,
Senate Print 557, by Senator May, an act to anend
t he El ection Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrell o.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor yield for a question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WI1l the
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sponsor yield for a question?

SENATCOR MAY: Yes, of course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.
Through you, M. President.

Hel | o, Senator May. Happy New Year
Vel cone back

You know, | read through this bil

and | know we've voted on this before; it's back

again. But unfortunately, | don't see any
changes to the law -- to the bill as it's
witten, | should say. And it's very vague in a

| ot of ways.

My first question is, you know, what
exactly does a portable polling site |ook Iike?
It's really not defined in the bill. | mean, you
know, I"'min the restaurant business. Are we
tal king about a food truck kind of thing where,

i nstead of a gourmet grilled cheese, 1'mgoing to
cast a ballot? | nean, what will a portable
polling site in New York | ook |ike?

SENATOR MAY: So this is something
that is done in at | east eight other states.

And it can look |like a food truck.
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You can put the -- now that we have el ectronic
pol|l books, you can put it in a vehicle, like a
booknobi l e kind of thing, and bring it to a site.

You could al so set themup in an
of fice somewhere, in a polling | ocation. You can
create a new polling location for a certain
period of tine.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR MAY: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Wel |, you know,
now you' re tal king about sonething that's
portable. Right? So there is certainly the
i ssue of now wherever that facility is, whether
it's on wheels or it's at an office, we're going
to have to have these poll books. And how are
t hese poll books -- are we going to ensure that
they're -- obviously they have the information
t hey need on the spot, no matter where they are.

And who's going to essentially

ensure that without showing a voter |.D. that
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t hose people that show up are actually going --
are actually -- are who they say they are?

SENATCOR MAY: Vell, | don't knowif
you have voted in an early voting option, but
t hese poll books are in use for early voting al
across the state already. They have been
remar kably effective not only in accelerating the
voting process, making the lines nove faster, but
the poll workers say they really like them
because they feel that they are not only secure
but really user-friendly.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR MAY: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Yes, I'm
famliar with the electronic poll books. They
use themat the regular sites even on
El ection Day.

But nmy concern is, you know, with
early voting -- you brought up early voting -- is

we actually have to print a live ballot on the
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spot. And with it noving around, you know, |'m
concerned about the fact that how do we know
that, you know, we -- again, we're not setting
any standards. Right? W're not saying what the
hours shoul d be.

So if someone shows up with the
portable polling truck at 2 o' clock in the
nor ni ng, how do we know that they're printing a
live ballot for sonebody that's actually there or
not ?

SENATOR MAY: Well, | remnd you
that the way this works is this creates an option
for counties to create these portable polling
pl aces.

That neans the Denocrat and the
Republ i can of the el ection comm ssioners have to
agree to do it. This isn't just some rogue thing
that's going to happen in the m ddle of the
night. They are going to set the tines and the
| ocations, | believe 14 days in advance, in order
to make sure that the public knows to show up at
t hese | ocati ons.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WI1l the
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sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Now, |
understand that you feel that right now we have
this system where we have a Republican and a
Denocrat in every county.

| will remind you that it's been
said many tines on the floor and in public that
we need to professionalize, quote, unquote, our
boards of el ections, which would essentially
elimnate that in nost counties, particularly
downst at e.

So I"'mnot sure that we're going to
continue to have that process of an equal
bi partisan effort when it comes to who's going to
determ ne where this portable voting truck is
going to go and for how |l ong and for how many
hours. It could be 10 hours in one area and two
hours in another.

So I"'m-- again, |I'mconcerned about
that. Wthout having this spelled out
specifically in the | egislation, how do we ensure

that these live ballots that are being printed
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are not bei ng abused?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,

M. President. As is stated in the bill, all of
the preexisting rules and regul ati ons pertai ni ng
to the boards of elections still apply in these
cases.

And they are already doing a very
good job, actually, of naking sure that the
printed ballots are the right ballots. W
haven't heard of significant errors in that case
anywhere in the state.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAY: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor continues to yield.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

So if we're going to have this
idea -- we've got early voting, we' ve got people

that are participating, obviously, for 10 days of

voting, and now we're going to create this voting

food truck scenario, what woul d be the probl em

with a voter I.D.? Wiy wouldn't we want themto
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show an |.D. when they cone to vote at the voter
food truck?

SENATOR MAY: Thr ough you,
M. President. That is a conpletely separate
i ssue fromwhat we are tal ki ng about here, which
is just adding sonme |ocations for early voting in
pl aces where people are and would want to vote.

For exanple, on the weekends in a
shoppi ng area or on weekdays at a conmunity
coll ege. Those are -- or in rural areas where
peopl e m ght not be able to get to the distant
polling place for early voting that they
ot herwi se woul d be restricted to.

So we're not addressing the other
parts of Election Law here.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO First of all,
Senat or May, thank you very nuch. Appreciate it.

You know, | think it's interesting
to note that we want to make things easier, and |
get that. But not at the expense of our election

integrity. And the idea that we could have an
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el ections food truck show up in a Wal mart parki ng
| ot for people to vote is a pretty scary
proposition when you're not going to be able to
present an |.D.

And that's really the crux of the
situation here. M coll eagues on the other side
of the aisle are opposed to the sinple idea of
showing an 1.D. to vote. And the excuses |'ve

heard is we're going to exclude certain people by

doi ng that.

Well, there's a recently published
study -- | know we like to reference studies
often -- in Novenber of 2021 in the quarterly

Journal of Econom cs that said showing an |.D
has no inpact, does not suppress anyone from
voting. A very detailed study.

Al so, we also -- ny coll eagues on
the other side of the aisle |love to conpare us to
Europe. Well, all of the European nations, with
t he exception of certain parts of the
Uni ted Kingdom actually have voter |.D. |aws.

Soif we're going to make it --
we'll say easier to vote, why would we not ask
for the sinple action of showwng an I.D.? |If

it's a question of constitutionality, well, we
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certainly have a constitutional right to bear
arms, and we should still showan I.D. to
purchase a gun. So | don't understand how t hose
two things don't go together.

It's inportant that we understand
that whether you like it or not, there are
mllions and mllions of people who have | ost
faith in the integrity of our election process.
And j ust because we can point to sonething and
say it wasn't harnful now doesn't nean we can't
pass new | aws that really take the brakes off and
all the safeties off of all of our elections and
think that that's still not going to create a
probl em

That's like saying | junped out the
wi ndow of the first floor and didn't get hurt,
|"m sure the sane phil osophy applies if | junped
out of the 10th floor wi ndow. And right now
Senator G anaris is asking maybe | should junp
out the 10th fl oor w ndow.

So, folks, we need to preserve the
integrity of our elections. That's first and
forenpst. Access is inportant. But the
foundati on of our denocracy, our representative

denocracy, is absolutely that people have faith
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that our election process is fair and that they
can count that their vote will be counted.

Ladi es and gentlenmen, we are taking
steps to undernmine the election integrity here in
New York State, and that's why I'll be voting no
on the voter food truck bill.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
M. President. And thank you, Senator, for the
debat e.

| want to say in general about this
package of bills that it cones at a tine when

there is a concerted effort in this country to
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make voters distrust elections and to distrust
the results of elections, to discourage people
fromvoting and to nake it harder to register and
to vote.

"' mdisturbed that in this debate we
heard an equi val ence drawn between casting a
bal l ot and buying a gun. | think we should think
about voting as a right and a privilege, but also
a duty of American citizens, and it -- that
conparison really disturbs ne.

| do want to say that |'mvery proud
to be part of this Senate Majority that is
working to not just make it easier to vote and
easier to register, to bring voting to the
peopl e, but also to help voters understand that
their votes will be counted. That when they show
up at a polling place or when they submt an
absentee ballot, they can have a much hi gher
degree of confidence that that ballot actually
will count in the election.

And that is sonmething that we need
to reassure peopl e about, because this canpaign
to make people afraid of our elections, to nake
peopl e afraid of voters and of election results,

is deeply damagi ng to our denocracy.
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So on this bill and on all the other
bills, |I have been proud to vote aye, and | thank
you very much, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 4, those Senators voting in the negative
are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle, Gallivan
Giffo, Helmng, Jordan, Lanza, Martucci,

Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott, Pal unbo, Rath,
Ritchie, Serino, Stec, Tedisco and WeiKk.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to adjourn
until tonorrow, Tuesday, January 11lth, at
3:00 p.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: On
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notion, the Senate stands adjourned until

Tuesday, January 11th, at 3:00 p.m

adj our ned.)

(Wher eupon, at 5:10 p.m, the Senate
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