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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

January 5, 2022
12:19 p. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

LI EUTENANT GOVERNOR BRI AN A. BENJAM N, Presi dent
ALEJANDRA N. PAULINO ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: Past or David
Traynham chairman of the board of the
ALERT Partnership in Al bany, will deliver today's
i nvocati on.

PASTOR TRAYNHAM Thank you
Li eut enant Gover nor.

Heavenly Father, we cone today as
servants of both the people of this great state
and You, as sovereign over this world. Thank You
for calling each of these public servants by Your
wi |l and by Your purpose.

W i nvoke Your presence in these
chanbers today, and we acknow edge our need for
hel p beyond our own gifts, talents and our
abilities. As they conduct the business of the
peopl e, Father God, we ask that You will take
charge by | eading them guiding them and

directing the steps of Your servants so they can
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acconplish the mandates that are before them

Fat her, as King Sol onon asked for
wi sdom to judge Your people, | ask the sane for
each of these great nmen and wonmen gathered in
t hese chanbers.

Hear from heaven, O Lord: Forgive
our sin and heal our |and of COVID-19, of
viol ence, hatred, of bitterness, division, racism
and nurder. Father CGod, heal our land of the
hopel essness that nmany people may feel.

Fat her, renew our faith in You,
renew our hope in You, and renew our |ove for
You. Let Your elected officials govern as
fine-tuned instrunents in Your hand. Let their
noral and ethical convictions guide their
deci sions every day. Let godly character give
each of themthe longevity in these offices that
t hey hol d.

We pray that You will have the
preem nence in this season. Let Your unity
anongst the | eaders, O God, prevail as they put
asi de the things that would distract them and
that they nay operate as one peopl e under Your
gui dance.

We pray for their safety as You
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gui de them through this COVID pandem c, as they
travel the roads, and when they neet in public
assenblies. W pray for their famlies as they
serve our famlies. W trust that You will bring
health and healing to their lives. Father, give
t hem strength and endurance as they give their
lives to nmake the lives of our residents of this
great state even better.

And | astly, we pray that these
servants woul d have spiritual eyes to see from
Your perspective, spiritual ears to hear what You
woul d have to say, and give thema tongue |ike
that of a skillful poet and use them as Your
spokespersons in the earth.

We ask these things in Your mghty
name, and we thank You for it.

Amen and anmen. God bl ess you.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
call the roll to ascertain a quorum

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Addabbo.

Senat or Akshar.

Senat or Bail ey.

Senat or Bi aggi .

Senator Borrello.

Senator Breslin.
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Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or

Senat or

Brisport.
Br ooks.
Br ouk.

Cl eare.
Conri e.
Cooney.
Fel der.
Gal I'i van.
Gaughr an.
G anari s.
Gounar des.
Giffo.
Har ckham
Hel m ng.
Hi nchey.
Hoyl man.
Jackson.
Jor dan.
Kam nsky.
Kapl an.
Kavanagh.
Kennedy.
Kr ueger.
Lanza.

Li u.
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Senat or Manni on.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris, a
quorumis present.

In keeping with the tradition of
this chanber, it is nmy honor as President of the
Senate to wel conme you to the 2022 session.

It is great to be back. And | just
want to start off with a few acknow edgenents.

To our Majority Leader, Andrea
St ewart - Cousi ns, who has just been an amazi ng
force for good in the state, helped ne to get to
where | amnow, and will continue to do great
work for our state. Thank you, Majority Leader.

To our Mnority Leader, Robert Ott,
who is continuing to fight for his constituents
and for this state and who | believe understands
that you can di sagree wi thout being di sagreeabl e.

To our floor |eaders, M ke
G anaris -- who has just been a rock -- and to
Senat or Lanza, who's not here but has worked well
with the Denocratic side of the aisle, thank you
for all of your hard work.

You know, one of the things that I
had the pleasure to do for a few years was to be

Acting Tenporary President up here. And | spent
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so nmuch tinme hearing fromso many of the Senators
in this chanber. And the one thing |I'm convinced
is that every Senator cares about their district,
takes their job seriously. And I got the
opportunity to watch and participate as you did

t hat .

And so as | have now noved on to
becone Lieutenant Governor, just know that behind
nme is a Senator fromHarlem her name is Cordel
Cl eare, and she takes her oath very seriously.
And she will join you in making sure that this
body, the New York State Senate, continues to be
a place where ideas can be debated, conversations
can be had. W can di sagree, but we can do so
respectfully. That is, at the end of the day,
what our constituents want us to do.

A couple of priorities. First,
COvVID. The reason why we're gathered here
remotely in nost of the chanber is because COVI D
has really taken a serious inmpact on our state.
First it was COVID-19 itself, then Delta, now
Omicron. |'mhearing of a new variant.

So COVID is going to be with us.

The question is what are we doing to make sure

that we fight back and we protect as many lives
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as humanly possi ble and we reduce
hospitalizations and deaths across this state.

We have provided tests, we have
provi ded t he vacci ne, everyone can get boosted,
we have on our N95 masks. W are doing the
things we need to do. But we have to work
t oget her, across party lines, to make sure that
comunities that are resistant to the vacci ne,
resistant to being boosted, resistant to wearing
masks, that we convince themthat our future, our
kids' future, is only going to be strong if we
fight through this together and we do the
unconfortable things that need to be done.

Second, public safety. COVID is not
the only epidem c that we have been dealing wth.
@un viol ence has been a scourge on our state, on
our nation. And the one thing that | have seen
as | have traveled around this state is how many
comunities are inpacted by gun viol ence, know ng
fully well that in no part of this state are we
manuf act uri ng guns.

GQuns are being brought to our state
and they are being used to hurt too nmany of us,
particularly in conmunities of color. Rochester

just has declared a state of emergency because of
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this. State of energency is the natural course
when it comes to gun viol ence.

What are we going to do about it?
Coupl e of things. One, we nust support and work
with law enforcenent to track down these guns and
root them out wherever they are. Secondly, we
must focus on prevention. One of the things that
| feel very strongly about is when you think
about issues of poverty, you think about nental
heal th, you think about addiction issues, there's
a correlation between those i ssues and sone of
t he viol ence that we see.

We have to invest in our community
centers, education, workforce devel opnent and
gi ve people a chance to do sonmething with their
lives. And that is sonething that we are going
to focus on. And one of the things | want to
commend Pastor David Traynhamon is that he's
been working on these issues. He just spoke as
pastor, and those conmunity partnerships with our
religious |eaders, our violence interrupters, are
a part of the solution -- not the solution, a
part of the solution. And we all have a role to
pl ay.

Next | want to tal k about econom c
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devel opnent, sonething that should be a

bi parti san i ssue. W need jobs, jobs, and nore
jobs. But what we need to make sure is that as
we create these jobs, that every conmunity
participates. That is not just comrunities in
terms of racially, but also across this entire
st at e.

| have been to a nunber of the
di fferent regions upstate, around the state, and
| continue to believe that we have great
people -- we just need to make sure that the
opportunities are flowi ng and everyone can
parti ci pate.

And the other thing | know for a
fact is that we need broadband all over this
state. It is conpletely challenging to drive
around this state and do busi ness and make sure
that as we're tal king about COVID, our kids can
| earn, get the opportunities that they need.

That is not possible when you can't
connect. You've got to be able to connect to the
i nternet highway. That is sonething that we have
to focus on, and we will focus on together.

And let me just say as it relates to

education: W need to make sure that we have a
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qual ity education for every single child al
across this state. W need to nmake sure that
peopl e have access to quality higher education
who live in this state. W also need to nake
sure that we have opportunities for those who do
not go to college. W need to have
apprenticeship prograns, we need to invest in
certificate progranms, and we need to make sure
that no one is left behind in New York State.

We cannot have a nodel that only
assumes that everyone is going to go off to
coll ege. There are sone of us who are not. And
it is our responsibility to make sure there's
productivity in our workforce, and the only way
to do that is to nake sure that everyone
parti ci pat es.

And if we're going to tal k about gun
vi ol ence, we're going to talk about comrunity
i ssues, we can't do that when we | eave so nany
peopl e out of the econom c pipeline, and we have
to focus on that as we go forward.

Let ne also say, as a new father --
| call three years ago new. And now | have a
second one, she's now two nonths -- childcare,

childcare, childcare. W talk about these
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i ssues; they're all connected. How can you go to
wor k when you're worried about where your child
is going to be, if you can't afford adequate,
decent childcare? W need to nmake sure that
we' re thinking about these things as a
conprehensi ve package, not as one-off activities
t o address.

Let ne just say, on the environnent:
As many of us know, we passed in this chanber a
policy that will require us going to 100 percent
renewabl e energy. M question for us is as we do
that, who's going to be building the offshore
wi nd turbines? Who's going to nmake sure that the
transm ssion lines are set up? Wo's going to
put the solar panels on the rooftops?

We need to nake sure that we get to
100 percent renewabl e energy, we want to make
sure that we do that right, but we have to nake
sure that everyone gets to participate. And |
believe there's an equity issue here that |'m

focusing on in ny office to ensure that that

happens.

Al so, $27 billion fromthe
infrastructure bill that is going to be conmng to
New York State -- at least -- to rebuild roads,
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bri dges, tunnels, the Second Avenue Subway, which
|"mvery excited about. W want to nmake sure
that we've got jobs, skills training, workforce
devel opnent enbedded in all of that for our
communities. And that is sonmething that | am
very excited about.

Af f or dabl e housi ng. You cannot |ive
in New York and not know about the affordable
housing crisis that we have. W have an
af f ordabl e housing crisis, we have a honel essness
crisis. Today nore than 50 percent of New York
City residents are rent-burdened. And tonight as
many as 90, 000 New Yorkers will seek -- will fal
into the shelter system

We cannot allow this to continue.

We nust invest and we nmust work with our
muni ci pal partners to ensure that we deal with
the crisis of honel essness and provi de adequate
af f ordabl e housing for everyone.

Last, let me say as |'ve traveled

the state over the last four nonths -- | can't
believe it's been four nonths, | had to stop on
that -- |1've seen firsthand that the solutions to

the problens that New York faces are right in

front of us. They're right in our grasp. The
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urban food deserts in New York City can be fed by
New York farmers. New York residents who
vacation -- not right now as rmuch, but when we
vacation, we can be hiking in the Adirondacks, we
can be skiing on Hunter Mountain. The green
energy revolution in New York can be powered by
our Atlantic winds and the raging waters of the
m ghty Niagara Falls.

New York's econony can be rebuilt
better than ever by the hardworking New Yorkers
who nake this state what it is. And it is our
job to give themthe opportunity and the support
to get that done as we get through this pandenic
and what ever el se conmes our way.

Thank you very nuch.

Next --

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
pl ease proceed to the regul ar order of business.

THE PRESI DENT: Perfect.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: "Dear Majority

Leader Stewart - Cousins:
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"I would appreciate the privilege of
t he presence of the Menbers of the New York State
Senate to view a live broadcast on January 5,
2022, at 1:00 p.m, as | deliver the 2022 State
of the State.

"Very truly yours, Kathy Hochul."

THE PRESI DENT: To be filed in the
Jour nal .

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine,
M. President, please recognize Senator Ott for
hi s openi ng remarks.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Ott.

SENATCR ORTT: M. Lieutenant
Governor, it's good to see you -- in a very
famliar spot, but good to see you nonet hel ess.

| wi sh everyone a Happy New Year.
And it really is good to see everyone. First
certainly -- the staff, it's good to see you're

back and everyone is doing healthy.
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| want to recognize ny coll eague
Senat or Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Myjority Leader
Andrea Stewart-Cousins; Senator G anaris. Good
to see them both back here in this chanber, doing
wel I, and | ooking forward to a session hopefully
not totally like |last session -- hopefully it
gets a little better and it opens up and we get
t hrough this surge that we're seeing
post - hol i day.

It's good to see ny coll eagues who
are here: Senator Borrello, Senator Serino,
Senat or Hel m ng and, of course, filling in for
Senator Lanza -- as the Lieutenant Governor
noted, he is not with us today, soit's alittle
bit quieter here in the chanber. But Senator
O Mara is here pulling duty, and I want to thank
himfor his effort. And Shontell and Kristin.

But the bottomline is we are back,
it is anewyear. And it's always -- no matter
what's going on, | think it's always a tinme when
we shoul d be optim stic and hopeful about the
future. And there's certainly no shortage of
chal | enges.

And as the Lieutenant Governor was

tal king, | thought about the nunber of chall enges
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he was laying out, and it struck ne that a | ot of
times in this chanber we don't often -- sonetines
we do, but not often -- disagree with the
chal l enge, with the issue, with the problem or

t he obstacle facing the people in New York

Crinme, gun viol ence, economc
devel opnent, obviously public health,
agriculture, energy costs, the exodus of people,
our workforce -- all those things | think you
would find on the issue: |Is that an issue facing
t he peopl e of New York? Wether you represent
Harl em or Ni agara Falls or everywhere in between,
you woul d hear consensus that yes, those are
i ssues that we and our constituents are concerned
about .

Qobvi ously where the di sagreenent
conmes is very often on the solution to those
issues. And that's not new, and that's not going
to go anay. And that's kind of part of also why
we're here, why we've been elected to represent
our constituents and to di sagree w thout being
di sagreeabl e where appropriate, and to try to
find some shared conmonality to get things done,
where appropriate, for the people of New York

So whether it's -- you know, it was
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nmenti oned about gun violence. | often will tell
peopl e that gun violence is perpetrated by

human bei ngs, not by guns. And so we need to do
somet hi ng about the root causes of what pronpts
someone to comit gun violence. Many tines
they're conmtted by career crimnals who are
using illegal guns, which are already a crine,
obviously. Mirder is also already a crine.

So we have to ask oursel ves, what
are the other things that are playing into the
increasing crine, particularly violent crine,
pl agui ng not only our major cities but a |ot of
ot her places in between? W have to ask
oursel ves, Wiat are the root causes of why
New York | eads the nation in outmgration? How
do we change that netric? W all have a
responsibility to change that netric, because as
we | ose people, those are our future workforce,
those are the future hunman capital that we need
to bring the state back to econonmic vitality and
gr eat ness.

Qobvi ously we've been facing a
pandem c the | ast several years, so economc
devel opnent and the future of New York's econony

wei ghs heavily, | know, on all of us, whether you
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represent New York City or the North Country. It
may be nore acute in different areas, but the
reality is we all have an obligation to put
forward i deas and policies and support
| egislation that is going to bring back New York
economcally, that's going to make it nore
af fordabl e for people to |live here and for people
to stay here.

We have an obligation to nmake sure
t hat our education systemstill is a pathway to
success and still pronotes achi evenent for people
who are achi eving, and not to use our education
systemas a road to any kind of social
experiment ati on.

| think it is inportant that
education, especially for first-generation
Anmericans, that is the |ladder to a better future.
For people who are in poverty, that is the |adder
to a better future. And our conference supports
that, and it will be a mgjor focus of our agenda
and ny nmenbers' agenda as we go forward.

And | guess just last, the
Li eut enant CGovernor mentioned -- | think we
all -- this is -- we know what year it is, we

know what year it is in the political cal endar.
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But hopefully, I think -- I will do ny utnost on
this floor, in this chanber, where there's

been -- and |'ve been privy and sat and |i stened
to a lot of very good debates over the years,
intell ectual debates, debates that were -- |

t hi nk woul d have nmade our constituents proud.
think we have to be able to disagree without
bei ng di sagreeabl e here.

| think we need to be able to
di sagree, even vehenently, but we can stil
recogni ze that both Senators, both conferences
are here to do what they think their constituents
want, need, and what they think is in the best
interests of the State of New York

| know our conference stands ready
to do that. W stand ready to work with the
Majority where we can, and certainly to disagree
where we need to as wel | .

So, Lieutenant Governor, it is good
to see you. | thank you for your indul gence.
thank the Majority Leader for her indul gence.
And | wi sh everyone a happy, healthy and
prosperous 2022.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you,

Senator Ott.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

21

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: And now,

M. President, please recognize Majority Leader
Andrea Stewart-Cousins for her opening renarKks.

THE PRESI DENT: Maj ority Leader
Andr ea Stewart - Cousi ns.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so much, M. President. How often |'ve said
that, but nowit's a little bit different. But
we wll get to that.

| just want to say, again: Happy,
Heal t hy New Year to everyone. It is really good
to see everybody and to be back in the chanber.

Al though it wasn't that nmany nonths ago that we
were here, | think we thought that our reunion

would be a little different, that we'd be nore

opened up.

But obvi ously COVID had ot her plans
for us, so -- so here we are. But we are | ooking
forward to being able to get back together in
full force.

But, you know, even though we are in
this phase, I will say that this is not a repeat
of March of 2020. W now, as you've indicated,

have a strong arsenal of tools to fight the
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virus, to limt the human and economc toll that

t he pandem ¢ has taken on us. And in order to do

that, I will do my public service announcenent:
We need people to get vaccinated, to get boosted,
wear masks as we push through this phase of the
crisis.

| want to thank CGovernor Hochul for
stepping up during uncertain tinmes. Although
this will be our first session with Governor
Hochul at the helm we've already acconplished a
|l ot together. And | am eager, frankly, for a
year of continued coll aborati on.

| want to thank ny deputy,

Senator G anaris, who's always stood by ny side
in all of these endeavors.

And of course, you know, | want to
thank all of the nenbers of certainly ny
Majority, as well as all the nenbers here in the
chanmber, for the work that we do.

| do want to acknow edge ny
counterpart, Assenbly Speaker Carl Heastie. And
agai n, he's sonebody who stands on the side of
justice and has al ways been seeking to make
New York a better place.

And here back -- thank you, Senator
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Ott -- we do have -- you know, we've had an
opportunity to work together. And again, | think
that we have been -- you know, it's been easy,
collegial, and I look forward to continuing that
rel ati onship as we nove forward.

And certainly, again,

Senator O Mara, it's good to see you. Thank you
for, you know, doing the inportant work that you
do and standing in for Senator Lanza at this
point. And | look forward to the continued
efforts to make sure this chanber noves snoothly.

And of course to Kristin and our own
Shontell and all the staff. W couldn't do it
wi thout all of you, and we certainly acknow edge
t he power that you give us to do our jobs.

And, you know, with that I want to
formal |y address ny friend and col | eague
Senator Benjamn. | want to say goodbye to
Senat or Benjam n and wel conme Lieutenant Gover nor
Bri an Benj am n.

You know, you've al ways been one of
my main presiding officers. And quite honestly,
it is great to see you in this role as
Li eut enant Governor -- although I think you m ght

have seen what | was going to say today, because
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so nuch of what you hit upon is in ny speech.

But again, thank you for continuing
to serve the people of New York State, and thank
you for making the seat available in the
30th District for our great new Senat or,

Cordell O eare.

Usual |y we have an opportunity to
gi ve people formal introductions, and we all clap
and we're happy to have you. But just so people
know that Senator Cleare is a long-time activist,
she's a forner Senate staffer. She has a heart
for service to the people, and I know she will be
a trenendous asset. Thank you for joining our
ranks.

So the new year presents an
opportunity for a natural reset where we can
reflect on previous events and apply new i nsi ght
to the tasks ahead. W as a state have plenty to
reflect upon. This past year tested us in new
ways, reveal ed the depths of old wounds, and
chal | enged each and every one of us as el ected
officials to step up on behal f of al
New Yor ker s.

2022 will mark the second

anni versary of COVID-19. The hardshi ps that
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we' ve endured cannot be overstated. To date
we' ve | ost 61,000 New Yorkers -- 61,000

New Yorkers. And at this point we continue to
of fer our condol ences to those who have | ost

| oved ones.

This once-in-a-lifetime crisis
anplified preexisting inequalities and brought
our econom ¢ and social systens to a grinding
halt. Despite these historic chall enges,
however, the Senate Majority proved that we were
up to the task of neeting themw th decisive
action.

We stabilized our healthcare system
and rolled out one of the largest and fastest
vaccine initiatives in the country. W bol stered
t he econony fromthe ground up, with the help of
our federal partners, through the Enmergency
Rental Assistance Program W were al so abl e,
here in this state, to provide a billion dollars
in small business grants, 2 billion to excl uded
wor kers, and the nost progressive budget in
hi story, which successfully junp-started the nost
devast at ed sectors of our society.

And we didn't stop there. Because

COVID-19 did not just devastate our health system
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and econony, it reveal ed deep inequalities that
had gone unaddressed for too |long. Last year we
nmoved in New York closer to a reality where every
person has an equal shot regardl ess of their

zip code, their background and their

ci rcunstances. W took major steps to level the
playing field for all New Yorkers by investing
record funds in education, requiring the wealthy
to pay their fair share in taxes, strengthening
our gun safety laws, and reconm tting oursel ves
to a greener future.

W may never return to our old sense
of normal, but that's only because we are
becom ng nore exceptional. Qur conference has
laid a strong foundation fromwhich to grow.

It's time for us to continue our coll aborative
wor k and deliver even bolder policies that wll
make New York a fairer haven for opportunity and
success.

This is our chance to step into a
prom sing new era. That begins wi th noving our
state towards social and econom c policies that
acknow edge the changi ng nature of work and gives
New Yorkers the tools they need for the jobs of

the future.
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In order to fully support the
wor kers, we need to ensure that parents -- very
much what you said -- aren't forced to choose
bet ween a paycheck and raising their children.
Under this current system our children
ultimately pay the price. It's time for us to
make uni versal, affordable childcare a reality in
this state, because this commobnsense policy wll
transform | abor and gives kids a head start that
wi |l change the course of their |ives.

New York stood -- we nust renenber
in 2016 we stood in the forefront by enacting the
country's strongest and npst conprehensive paid
famly |l eave program W nust lead again in this
way.

| want New York to be a state that
invests in the next generation fromthe cradle to
coll ege to whatever the training they need to
have. This can only happen, however, wth
statewi de, fully funded pre-K to acconpany
uni versal childcare. |1'mproud of the advances
we've nade, but let's go that final mle and
ensure every district has the resource for
generations to cone.

COVI D showed us the vast untapped
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potential of renote working and | earning.
Unfortunately, roughly 1 mllion New Yorkers live
wi t hout broadband access. A huge sector of our
state is being excluded fromthe grow ng digital
econony because they lack the utility. Just as

t he New Deal brought nore Americans out of the
darkness, we will have to do the same again with
t he internet.

As we strive for greater prosperity,
we nust renenber that small businesses and
workers alike are still suffering fromthe
econoni ¢ devastation of the pandem c. CQur
historic investnments in small business grants and
unenpl oynment benefits hel ped stop the bl eedi ng
and kept shops open and famlies fed. But now we
need to hel p busi nesses and the workers that
power them not only survive but thrive.

W need to stemthe rising costs of
unenpl oynment i nsurance for small businesses while
ensuring that workers receive benefit increases
t hat have been del ayed for years. W need to
| ook at the tax rates of both small businesses
and wor ki ng- and m ddl e-cl ass taxpayers. And we
need to provide nental health support for

front-1ine personnel who bore the enotional brunt
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of the COVID 19 cases -- and fair conpensation to
essential workers, who are still being stretched
to their limts,

Utimately, we cannot reliably
invest in our future without taking drastic steps
to reverse climate change. W're runni ng out of
time to avoid the nost catastrophic inpacts of
rising CO2, which would alter life as we know it.
These once-in-a-lifetine clinmate events are
occurring every year with increasing ferocity.
Thi s does not have to be our new nornal .

New York's been a trailblazer on environnenta
policy ever since we took the majority in 2019,
and we are not slow ng down.

And as al ways, our conference wll
continue to fight for bedrock |egislation that
will protect the rights and freedons of every
New Yorker. We've seen other state |egislatures
t ake unprecedented steps to roll back voting
rights and reproductive care. These
antidenocratic attacks on our constitutional
rights will not stand in New York

As in the past, our conference wll
be expandi ng access to absentee ball ots,

i ncreasi ng the nunber of polling sites,
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particularly on coll ege canpuses, and al ways
working to curtail voter suppression wherever we
see it. We will continue to rise up as a
destination state for wonmen's reproductive care
so that every individual can nmake the choi ce best
suited for their body. There is no alternative.

| know this is an anbitious agenda.
That's because we are anbitious people. Since
taking the majority in 2019, we've proven tine
and again that no mandate is too big, no issue
too small. That's why New Yorkers have chosen us
to fight for them

After the events of the past
two years, and in the wake of our own gover nment
revel ations, we've had a |lot of healing to do.
And | thank Pastor Traynham -- and thank you,
Senator Breslin, for bringing him-- because |
think he really set the tone of what we can do as
peopl e who are doi ng what the people of New York
need for us to do.

It has been an incredible,
i ncredi ble period. But although it's been
difficult, it's also an incredi ble period of
grow h. New York has never shied away from a

chal l enge. W know as | eaders we're nmeant to
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chal l enge the status quo and continuously build
towards a bigger and brighter future. That's why
|"mso excited to open up what | know will be
anot her historic |legislative session and work

wi th each and every one of you to reach the
growing light at the end of the tunnel. Together
we will energe stronger than ever before.

W have so nuch to | ook forward to,
so nmuch to do. We'll do it together on behal f of
New Yorkers. | look forward to getting the work
done. And so therefore | say: Let's get to
wor K.

Thank you so much, M. President.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Madam
Maj ority Leader.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
on behalf of the Majority Leader, there are sone
hand-ups related to Majority Conference
nmenber shi p changes. | ask that they be filed
with the Journal, please.

THE PRESI DENT: So ordered.

Senator G anaris.

THE PRESI DENT: | s there any

further business at the desk?
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THE PRESI DENT: There is no further
busi ness at the desk.

SENATCR G ANARI S: In that case, in
order for us to nove over to the Assenbly chanber
to hear the Governor's speech, | nove to adjourn
until Monday, January 10th, at 3:00 p. m

THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
Senat e stands adj ourned until Monday,

January 10th, at 3:00 p.m
(Wher eupon, at 12:56 p.m, the

Senat e adj our ned.)
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