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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

April 20, 2021
3:12 p. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR SHELLEY B. MAYER, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Readi ng of
t he Jour nal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
April 19, 2021, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Friday, April 16,
2021, was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator G anari s
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Labor,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 2681B and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 1034B, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 119.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Breslin
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
| nsurance, Assenbly Bill Number 5379 and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bill 4326
Third Readi ng Cal endar 480.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
substitution is so ordered.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
on behal f of Senator Savino, on page 29 | offer
the foll owi ng anendnents to Cal endar 581,

Senate Print 4102, and ask that said bill retain

its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
amendnents are received, and the bill shal
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | now nove to
adopt the Resolution Calendar, with the exception
of Resolutions 618, 622 and 631.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al in
favor of adopting the Resolution Calendar, with
t he exception of Resolutions 618, 622 and 631,
pl ease signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Let's start with
Resol ution 631, by Leader Stewart-Cousins, read
that resolution's title, and recogni ze the | eader
on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol uti on
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631, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, nourning the
untinmely death of DMX, |egendary New York
rap icon and tal ented actor.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Leader
St ewart - Cousi ns on the resol ution.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so much, Madam Presi dent.

| rise and | want to acknow edge ny
coprine sponsor of this resolution,

Senator Bailey. Senator Bailey and | claim

DMX -- as |'msure you do, Madam President --
because Earl Simons, as is his name, was born in
Mount Vernon, but we like to say he becane DMX in
Yonkers.

And he grew up in the 35th District,
he grew up in ny district. He grewup in the
School Street Housing Conplex. And even with al
of his great success, he renmined really
committed to the people of both Munt Vernon and
certainly of Yonkers. And in everything that |
have attended since his passing, there has been
not hing but love in the street for X, as he's
cal | ed.

He was the first hip-hop artist to

have hi s debut al bum and his sophonore al bum
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reach nunber one in the same year, and his first
five al bums al so reached nunber one.

And al t hough he was a rapper, |
t hi nk that people have to renenber he was so nuch
nore than that. He was a husband, a son, an
actor. He was a father, a friend, fiance. But
nostly he was Yonkers, he was East Coast, and he
was hi p- hop.

He was sonebody who no matter where
he lived, Yonkers was al ways present in his soul.
And he exuded greatness, he exuded pain, he
tal ked about struggle, he tal ked about agony, he
tal ked about faith. And he knew all of those
t hi ngs, and sonmehow it was al ways wat chi ng, you
know, watching the evolution, watching himin
I ightness and in darkness -- but it was al ways
his being avail able for everybody. | think that
makes DMX' s i npact so strong.

Through his nmusic and his life, he
chal l enged us to find purpose. In his song
“"Slippin ," DW said "See, to live is to suffer,
but to survive, well, that's to find nmeaning in
the suffering.”

DMX was never ashanmed of where he

came from and what he went through. He spent
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about five years in another place in ny district,
Children's Village, on and off. And he never

| oved the experience, because that's -- it's

al ways difficult when you' re separated from your
famly. But nonethel ess, he continued to go back
to Children's Village to help to give guidance to
young people who had to call Children's Village
their hone.

He al so continued to cone back to
anot her place in ny district, the Nepperhan
Community Center, where he would offer famlies
turkey dinners at Thanksgiving. And again,
whet her he was donating noney or just wal king
down the street giving people ice cream | just
never met anybody who hasn't tal ked about DMX
interacting with themin nothing but an open way.

| had a chance to neet hi m many
years ago when he was just beginning to rise. He
was at a nmusic shop in Getty Square in Yonkers,
and there he was, signing autographs, inspiring
everybody. He had the -- his dogs in the back,
but he was just totally there and was al ways
present when he wal ked in our comrunity.

W know that DMX had his denmons. W

know t hat DMX suffered |ike so nany from
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addiction. And we know that a large part of his
life he was crimnalized for that. [|'m always
happy that in this chanber and at this juncture
we have understood the di sease of addiction and
want to believe that we can help to save |lives by
maki ng sure that it is addressed as a di sease.

But for DMX, you know, although he
| eft us too soon, | want to say that the job he
did, the job that he did that gave inspiration to
so many kids, so many young people, so many
adul ts who have seen the sane struggl es and have
tried to fight through the nost difficult tines,
DMX still, still offers an anmazing path,
inspiration: You could be totally different, you
could do different things, you could sound rough
and raspy, you could be hard, but you could be
soft. You could be so nmany things and never,
ever, ever be all that you can be. You'll never
be everyt hing.

But we who have benefited from what
he brought to us in the positive will be able to
make sure that his life and his | egacy are
remenbered with all of his aspects, but also
very, very fondly for all that he did.

As we celebrate the life and the
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| egacy of Earl Simons, DMX, |I'mrem nded of a
guote he said that all of us in this chanber
could use a renm nder of while we serve the people
we represent. He said: "You can't speak for the
peopl e unless you're able to wal k anongst the
people.”

He never failed, no matter how high
he got, to wal k anongst the people. And because
of that, the people will never forget DWW

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Leader Stewart- Cousins.

Senat or Bailey on the resolution.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | et nme thank our great Majority
Leader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for not just
introducing this resolution and allowing me to be
to be the coprinme sponsor of it, but for speaking
about DMX, Earl Sinmons, in such an el oquent
fashi on, Madam Leader, one that transcends
generati ons.

You know, we used to commenorate
Bl ack Music Month. And the last tine we were

able to do that was June 17, 20109. | recall it
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vividly, because we all got to speak about how
nusic affects us.

And DMX, as an artist, canme around
at a pivotal time for me. | was in high school
But Mount Vernon-born, Yonkers-raised Ear
Si mmons, he affected the |lives of so many peopl e.
Passed away far too soon at the age of 50.

And during that hospitalization, so
many of us, we prayed for himlike he prayed on
his music, like he prayed in his nusic. On every
DMX al bum there was a word of scripture, there
was a gospel tract, there was sonmething to show
his connection and his faith. And we as his
fans, his supporters, people that never met him
but felt that we knew him we tried to will him
through it, but we weren't able to.

But when he passed away, the
nei ghbor hood, the entire nei ghborhood was playing
his music so loud. And they were playing
di fferent songs. But for some reason,

Madam Presi dent, they all seened to fit together.
They bl ended beautifully together, because that's
kind of what hip-hop is to so many of us. |It's
what it is to ne.

And | was speaki ng about, earlier,
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about me in high school, right? And | renenber
the first time | heard DMX. And it was either on
HOT 97 or it was a DJ Clue m xtape, | can't
remenber. But back in those days we had to wait
for the nusic to cone out. W couldn't just go
on after music and pull it up. Right?

But it was a song called "24 Hours
to Live." And what stood out to ne was that he
was a featured artist on this song, but he was
given the last verse. Usually the |last verse is
reserved for sonebody nore established, nore
prom nent. But DMX's raw energy -- and on that
line, he said "Qut with a bang, you will renenber
my nane." And we certainly do renenber DWX s
name and his | egacy.

And | remenber that. And | was
like, Ww, this guy's different. Because at that
point in hip-hop we were in the, quote, unquote,
shiny suit era. Right? There was a |lot of rap
about -- about -- speaking about opul ence and
weal t h and decadence. And then you heard gritty
or raw, but powerful, an enotional voice, and it
made you stop and think Iike, Wwo is this? He's
just different.

He was uni quely New York, with
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references such as 5411s, which is a reference to
a pair of Reebok Freestyle sneakers, which were
49.99 plus tax. He referenced so nany
geographi cal areas within the five boroughs and
West chest er County.

And as far as hip-hop goes, being
fromthe Bronx, the birthplace of hip-hop, he put
Yonkers on the map. | had people in the North
Bronx who were tal king about they're fromY-0QO
And I"'mlike, Hey, you' re not from Yonkers. |
know where you live. You're fromthe
Nort h Bronx.

But it was that sound, it was that
intensity, it was that charisnma that nmade people
want to be down with DWW

| went to the Bronx Hi gh School of
Science. In 1998-1999, kids at Bronx Science
were tal king about "Get at Me Dog" and "Mbney,
power, respect is the key to life.”" And these
were kids who weren't big hip-hop fans, but there
was j ust sonething about DMX that drew themin.

You had Intel Science Tal ent Search
wi nners tal king about "stop, drop, open up shop."
It was just amazing.

And so many people, they tal ked
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about -- they used to tal k about Westchester
County as upstate, Madam Presi dent and
Madam Leader. But upstate in 1999, when he
performed at Wodstock -- and you can | ook at the
clip on the internet. He noved a crowd of about
100, 000 peopl e who knew every single word to
"Ruff Ryders' Anthem" He was a hip-hop rock
star.

And | renmenber a day post-session
| ast year, we were up here for a July session on
July 22nd, and there was a Verzuz. It was
sonmet hing that's been put together by Swi zz Beatz
and assenbled into -- in the era of COVID-19, for
us to be able to have sone sort of nusic. And
t he DMX versus the Snoop Dogg Verzuz was
sonet hing that was nust-see TV. Menbers and
staffers and a | ot of people, everybody was
tal ki ng about that one. | renmenber watching that
one |l ast year up here, and it brought so many
peopl e toget her.

He was ahead of his tine when it
came to honesty and openness about who he was.
W tell people to speak their truths and be their
authentic selves, and sonetines it's too raw

sonmetimes for us. But DMX had no probl em
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articulating that in his nusic, and did so
unabashedly and boldly. And I think about his
skill as an MC.

He was way nore than just a guy who
barked on records. He had significant technical
rhyme skill, internal rhyne scheme. He would
change up his flows in songs. M friends and |
we were in college, we would anal yze certain
songs and the neani ngs and t he doubl e entendres
and the netaphor and the sinmle that he would
use.

He was an incredibly skilled rapper,
someone who has not been given credit by people
who don't really listen to rap because they think
that he's just barking and yelling. But if you
pay attention to the nmusic, DMX was a wordsmth
ahead of his tine.

As | said before, he was given that
final verse on songs because he was a burst of
energy with his rawtalent and skill. | talked
about how he switched up his flowin a song
called "Stop Being G eedy." And there's a song
cal I ed "Dam en" which was -- kind of illustrated
his internal denons, so to speak. And it was a

literal conversation with the Devil, but
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ultimately good prevail ed.

And he tal ked about "The snake, the
rat, the cat, the dog, how you gonna see themif
you livin' in the fog?" And the snake is the
i ndi vidual who is, you know, colloquially
referred to as sonebody who's being not worthy.
The rat is someone who is not going to stay to
their word. The cat is a regul ar-seem ng person,
but the dog, to DMX, was soneone who was | oyal
So that progression.

See, there's a level of skill and
intensity and thought process in his rhyne
skills. And "There was Brenda, LaTisha" -- no.
He was able to get 46 nanes effortlessly in a
song. And at first when | heard that song, "What
They Really Want," | was |ike, he's just saying
nanmes. But listening to it over and over again,
that takes a significant anount of skills to be
able to rhynme that many names and put it on
record. It was incredible.

And 19 years later, there was a

soci al nedi a challenge, the DMX Chal | enge, which

showed -- which went along to the beat of that
song. It was -- his lyrics stood the test of
time.
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Now, on this very floor we speak
about the effects of childhood trauma, substance
use disorder and how it leads to crinme. And we
all agree -- at least in this chanber | hope we
do -- that we should find a way to stop these
causes. W have to do everything that we can to
hel p peopl e recover and thrive so that people do

not succunb to these illnesses. The reality is

t hat people -- grow ng up, nobody wakes up in the
nor ni ng and deci des that they want to feel pain,
that they want to have trauma. These are things
t hat sonetinmes individuals are faced with, but
they deal with them Earl Simons dealt with
them DWMX dealt with them He lived his

aut hentic truth.

Sonetimes we say we want to hear it,
but we don't really want to hear it. W tel
peopl e we understand the conditions that they
live in, but we turn our collective noses up when
we hear certain lyrics because they're too raw
for us.

Now, quite frankly, DMX tal ked about
a lot of things that we've either fixed in this
house, thanks to the |eadership of Andrea

Stewart-Cousins, or that we still | ook towards
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fixing. Wien he said in the song "Get at Me Dog"
"Nah' nean, |I'mjust robbing to eat, and there's
at least a thousand of us |like nme nobbin' the

street," he tal ks about actual hunger, the root
causes of crime when attenpting to survive.

He tal ked about, in "Wwo W Be,"
"The 23 hours that's | ocked, the one hour that's
not, the silence, the dark, the mnd so fragile,
the wish that the streets would have took you
when they had you." W're talking about solitary
confinement, the HALT bill that we just did in
this Legislature, tal king about how spendi ng t hat
much tinme by yourself, isolated, nakes you wonder
whet her the streets -- what was better for you,
the pitfall in the street that you escaped or
bei ng i ncarcerated for that anount of tine and
bei ng i nside by yourself. Those are things that
he was telling us about.

The | eader spoke about "Slippin, k"
and there's a song -- and there's a part where he
tal ked about "Damm, was it my fault, sonethin’
did, to make a father leave his first kid at
seven doin' ny first bid." W're tal king about

the incarceration of young people, raising the

| oner age, nmmking sure that we don't submt young
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people to incarceration at such a young age.

"All I knowis pain, all | feel is
rain, How can | maintain with madness on ny
brain,"” from"Ruff Ryders' Anthem"

From "Do You" he said, "You wanna be
nme? Here's what you do, grow up negl ected by
both parents and still pull through.” Think
about how self-aware that is. And that was in
t he year 2000. He's obviously grown as a man and
as an artist. But in the year 2000 he was abl e
to speak that truth which was so unconfortabl e.
But we have to sonetines, Madam President, be
confortable with being unconfortable.

From"Prayer 111," "And when it
seens |like the pressure gets to be too rnuch, |
take time out and pray, and ask that you be ny
crutch. Lord | amnot perfect by a | ong shot, |
confess to you daily, but | work harder every day
and | hope that you hear ne."

But that duality, that's what made
himreal. Because no one is the same person al
the time. We all have our DMX nonents. And
know everybody in this chanber has felt: "Y' al

gon' nake ne lose ny mnd up in here, up in

here.” | know everybody's felt that. Wwo hasn't
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had a Ruff Ryders' Anthem kind of day? Who
hasn't had a day where they're trying to figure
out what games are being played and how s it
goi ng down.

But who also in this chanber, who
has not had a nonent where they were slipping,
falling and they felt that they couldn't get up?
But they got back up. He could hike nme up to
wor k out, he could nmake you think
i ntrospectively.

And Madam President, dare | say that
anybody that's ever tried to rap along with a DWX
song has changed their voice? 1 don't care who
you are, | don't care what song you're singing,
you' re not using your regular voice if you're
rapping along to a DMX song. You're trying to go
one octave below, you're trying to get the
ground, you're trying to do it -- I've tried not
to, intentionally I've tried not to go into the
DMX voice, but | can't help it. It is something
that was just so specific to who he is.

The praise that he offered was often
invigorating. But, | nmean we know hi mas DV,
but to his | oved ones, he was just Earl --

father, grandfather, a loyal friend, just sonmeone
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who people relied on.

| never actually got the chance to
nmeet himin person. And the one tine that | was
going to nmeet hi mwhen he was com ng back to
performin the City of Munt Vernon, he was
comng in as | was leaving and | didn't get the
chance to neet him Everybody that |'ve ever
known that's nmet himhas said that he was
incredi bly affable, a kind soul, sonmeone who was
much nore confortable with those who didn't have
as much than he would be with those who seem ngly
had it all.

St opped for pictures with everybody.
And if you're reading social nmedia and | ooki ng at
all of the encounters that he's had with people,
with perfect strangers -- the one woman who
forgave her father for his substance abuse after
speaking to DMX one tinme. Another woman who net
hi mon a plane with her stepdaughter and he had a
conversation with her, and they were eventually
invited to a concert that he had |ater on that
evening. The tine that he nopped the floor of a
Waffl e House because he saw that the worker at
the Waffl e House was overly tired. And DWX said,

and | quote, "The mnute you get too big to nop
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up a floor or to wipe a counter, that's the exact
m nute you have |life nmessed up.”

When we think about his nane, Earl,
inroyalty an earl is the third rank of the
peer age standi ng above the ranks of viscount and
baron, but bel ow duke and marquis. [It's an
ancient title that cones fromthe words "warrior"
and "nobl eman. "

Vell, in New York we have our own
hi p-hop royalty. He's the Earl of Wstchester
County. He is DMX, he is one of the greatest
hi p-hop artists that we will ever know, a
phenonenal actor, phenonenal for the culture,
someone who gave us so nuch in the hip-hop
generation. As a kid who's been raised by
hi p-hop, | amgrateful for not just the
acconpl i shnents that DMX has given, but |I'mnore
happy about the inpact that Earl Simons |left on
t he worl d.

May he rest in peace, and nay his
menory be a bl essing.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Bail ey.

The question is on the resolution.
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Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
can we now nove on to Resol ution 622, by
Senat or CGounardes, read that resolution's title
only, and recogni ze Senat or Gounar des.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
622, by Senator Gounardes, nenorializing Governor
Andrew M Cuonob to recognize April 20, 2021, in
honor of the 244th Anniversary of the adoption of
the first New York State Constitution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Gounardes on the resol ution

SENATOR GOUNARDES: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Today is an incredibly inportant day
in the history of our state. On this date in

1777, our state's first Constitution was ratified
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and adopted in the Gty of Kingston.

The Constitution, the first
chartering docurment of the newy decl ared
i ndependent New York, was drafted primarily by
prom nent founding fathers John Jay and
Gouverneur Morris, both of whomwould go on to
sign the U S. Constitution in 1787, and
Robert Livingston, who represented New York at
t he Second Continental Congress, was a nenber of
the Committee of Five who drafted the Declaration
of I ndependence, and adm nistered the first oath
of office to George Washington in 1789.

The process of drafting the
Constitution began alnost inmediately after the
Decl arati on of | ndependence was announced in July
of '76. The New York Provincial Congress, a
committee of colonists who favored i ndependence
t hat began organi zi ng thenselves in 1775 to
support the war effort, met in the Gty of
White Plains on July 10, 1776, to begin the work
of creating a new government now that the Col ony
of New York had declared itself free and
i ndependent .

The work of the Provincial Congress

was del ayed and di srupted by the inmm nent
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i nvasion of New York City by British forces. The
Congress had to adjourn repeatedly and seek out
safer locations away fromthe British Arny, a
situation that becane nore desperate with the
Continental Arny's defeats across Long |sland and
New York City and their ultimate retreat across
the river to New Jersey.

As winter settled in and the British
made canp in New York City, the Provincial
Congress fled to upstate, Kingston, to continue
their efforts at nobilizing for the war effort
and drafting the Constitution.

Finally, on April 20, 1777,

244 years ago, and with only one dissenting vote,
t he Provincial Congress of New York, renam ng
itself the Convention of Representatives of the
State of New York, adopted and ratified the new
Constitution. Remarkably, this new Constitution
was not submtted to the general public for
ratification or support. The ongoing war nade
that nearly inpossible.

Qur first Constitution had
42 sections and clocked in at just under
7,000 words. It included in its preanble the

entire text of the Declaration of |Independence.
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It did not have a fornmal Bill of Rights, but it
did include a right to trial by jury, aright to
counsel in felony cases, and a right to due
process, as well as prohibitions against bills of
attai nder and protections of religious freedom
and liberty of conscience.

The Constitution made no nention of
slavery, nor did it even include a process for
future anendnents. But it was the first state
constitution -- and therefore the first in our
nation's history -- to require that |egislative
representation be based on equal popul ation and
that every seven years the apportionnent of
| egi sl ative seats be reall ocated based on changes
in the popul ation.

It's anmazing to me that this is
still an issue that we are discussing and
debating today when our state's forefathers so
easily provided us with a solution somne
240- odd years ago.

Qur State Constitution was in many
ways a precursor to the U S. Constitution that
woul d be adopted a decade |ater. For exanpl e,
| ooking at the records that we have avail abl e of

the deliberati ons and debates, the State
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Senate -- this very body -- was designed to be a
filter for public opinion nuch like the U S.
Senat e was designed to be "the saucer that cools
the tea" that we so often |earn about in our
soci al studies cl asses.

Over the years, our state, the
structures of our government, the rights bestowed
to our people, and the obligations of those
peopl e vis-a-vis their governnent have changed
greatly. In fact, the State of New York has
ratified four different Constitutions in its
history: 1777, 1821, 1846, and 1894. And in
between all those years, the Constitution has
been anmended hundreds of tines.

Now, | could spend hours and hours
going through this history in greater detail, but
| won't. | will just note one interesting
historical fact, that in 1858 our
State Legislature approved a resolution calling
for a Constitutional Convention for the express
pur pose of disbanding the entire state governnment
and transferring all governing authority to the
New York Central Railroad. They submitted that
anmendnent for ratification to the public, and it

failed by just 6,000 votes. W would have quite
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a different history if that amendnment had
actual ly been passed.

Now, |'m sure many of you here are
wondering what's the big deal, why is this so
i nportant, why should we care? What is this al
about? And the answer is really sinple. W tend
to place such a prem um on di scussing our federa
Constitution. W talk about it all throughout
our education, beginning in elenmentary school.

We tal k about the U S. Constitution as if it were
some sort of religious docunent that holds the
eternal truths that support our own persona
political views.

We spend so much tinme debating and
di scussing the constitutional powers of the
federal governnment -- Congress, the Suprene
Court, Presidency -- and yet despite the
Constitution's sacred inportance to our national
civic identity, we often overl ook just how
i nportant state governnents really are.

States -- the | aboratories of
denocracy, as Justice Brandeis rem nds us -- have
a nore fundanental inpact on our day-to-day lives
as citizens than the federal governnment ever has

and perhaps ever will. And in a world that
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depends on an engaged and educated citizenry to
fulfill the prom se of self-governnent, what
could be nore inportant than starting with the
very foundational charter that outlines the
rights, privileges, powers and responsibilities
of a government that directly affects our lives
each and every day?

W shoul d care about our State
Constitution and its history because it is the
bl ueprint for a governnent of, by and for us.
The people. New Yorkers.

And so today, April 20th, | want to
wi sh you all a happy 4/20; that is, a happy
New Yor k Constitution Day.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Gounardes.

The question is on the resol ution.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATCR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we now nove on to Resolution 618, by Senator
Ryan, read its title only, and recogni ze
Senat or Ryan on the resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
618, by Senator Ryan, commenorating the
200t h Anniversary of Erie County, New York

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Ryan on the resol ution.

SENATOR RYAN: Thank you,

M. President.

Wi le certainly not as catchy as
4/ 20, | only have 200 to deal with. So it's the
200t h anni versary of the founding of Erie County.

At its founding in 1821 Erie County
was consisting of just 10 towns and the Buffalo
Creek Reservation, which was hone to the Seneca,
Cayuga and Onondaga Nati ons.

Today Erie County has many nore than
10 towns. It has the City of Buffalo.
Appr oxi mat el y 900, 000 people live there, the nost
popul ous county out of the five-borough area.

It's located on the shores of Lake Erie, the
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termnus of the Erie Canal. And it hel ped Erie
County grow quickly into a major industrial and
transportati on powerhouse in the |ate 1800s.

Today, our county has changed. W
are no longer the Gateway to the Western
Frontier. It seenms quaint to think about it,
that that was the gateway to the western frontier
not too long ago. And we built a new county, and
it's an ever-evol ving county with a vibrant
econony.

So the county's bicentenni al
provi des us with an exciting opportunity to | ook
back at our history, to renmenber where we cane
from And we in Erie County will spend this
upcom ng year honoring the hardworKking
i ndi vi dual s who hel ped make Erie County what it
is over the past 200 years. And we'll celebrate
the artists, we'll celebrate the architects who
hel p envision Erie County and hel ped make us a
nati onw de tourist destination. And finally,
we'll celebrate the present-day Erie County by
recognizing its significant role and pl ace today
in the State of New York

And on that note 1'd like to thank

our county executive, Mark Poloncarz, for his

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2721

wor k | eadi ng our community, especially his work
during the pandemc. | look forward to joining
hi m and ot her county residents in a year-1long
celebration of the county's great history.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Ryan.

Senat or Kennedy on the resol ution.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,

M. President.

First of all, I want to thank
Senator Ryan for bringing this resolution to the
floor.

And | rise to al so commenorate and
cel ebrate the 200th anni versary of Erie County,
New Yor k.

My col | eagues have heard nme tal k
about nmy hometown in this chanber, and not only
because |I'm proud of the place it is today, but
because | understand the centuries of
dedi cation and work that went into building it
into the region that it's beconme. So nmany
i ndi vi dual s and busi nesses have contributed to
shapi ng our conmunity, as well as nonents in

hi story that put Erie County on the map, like the
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Pan- Areri can Exposition and our ties to several
U S. presidents, including MIllard Fillnore,
Grover Cleveland, WIIliam MKinley and Teddy
Roosevel t.

Over the years, Erie County has
served as hone for hardworking bl ue-collar
fam lies, business owners, innovators, farmers,

t housands upon thousands of inmm grants who rooted
their futures in Western New York and built our
regi on, over 200 years, into what it is today --
immgrants |ike ny own ancestors, who cane to the
US. fromlreland, Gernmany, and other areas of
West ern Europe, sonme through Canada, in order to
find a home in Erie County and live the Anerican
dream after fleeing oppression and starvati on.

And now, in sonme cases over a
century later, ny wife Katie and | continue to
raise our own famly in Erie County because we
believe in all that it offers and we believe in
all the potential that it holds.

There's no better way to commenorate
the county's bicentennial celebration than by
enbracing all the businesses, artists and ideas
that make Erie County so vibrant. [|'m|l ooking

forward to participating in EC200 with ny own
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famly, whether that be at the Buffalo History
Museum listening to the Buffal o Phil harnonic
Orchestra and the credible |ineup of speakers who
will share their own perspective on the county's
storied past, or just sharing stories anong
friends in the conmunity.

|'"d be remiss if | didn't recognize
t he County Executive, Mark Pol oncarz, who's doing
a trenendous job not only |eading our county in
this generation, but in coordinating the entire
effort to celebrate the bicentennial, and
whose staff has gone above and beyond to protect
and informresidents of Erie County during this
remar kably difficult year.

Wth EC200 we're cel ebrati ng not
only the region but the individuals who nake it
out standi ng, and we're deeply grateful for the
county workers who have tirel essly worked
hand-in-hand with state | eaders over this past
year.

My hope is that Erie County
continues to expand and grow its footprint as a
wel com ng, diverse, trail-blazing region, and
that as we finally see hope on the horizon, we

can celebrate all that our community has to offer
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t oget her.

We congratul ate once again Erie
County on its bicentennial, EC200. Thank you,
M. President. | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Thank
you, Senator Kennedy.

The question is on the resolution.
Al in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President, |
didn't realize until today that nodern-day G eece
and Erie County were both birthed in the sane
year. And I'mnot referring to Greece, New York
|"mreferring to the nation of G eece. Both in
1821.

At the request of the sponsors,

M. President, the resolutions we took up today
are open for cosponsorship.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should

you choose not to be a cosponsor of the
resol utions, please notify the desk.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take
t he cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

up

109, Senate Print 1410, by Senator Rivera, an act

to amend the Public Health Law.
SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Lay i
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

t

119, Assenbly Print 2681B, substituted earlier by

Assenbl ynenber Reyes, an act to anend the
Labor Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. Thi
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Cal |
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

t he

S

t he
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anaris to explain his vote.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to thank mnmy col | eagues on
both sides of the aisle for supporting this
i nportant measure, which passed the Assenbly
yesterday and we're taking up for the second tine
today to match the bills.

We know t hat people lost their |ives
over the |l ast year because of inadequate
protections in the workplace. And this
legislation will require places of enploynent to
have standards that are set by the Departnents of
Labor and Health to protect workers and customers
at establishnents throughout the state, and wl|
al so give those workers a role to play in
nmoni t ori ng and opi ni ng about whet her those
nmeasures are sufficient in ternms of PPE, air
circulation, social distancing, all the neasures
we' ve cone to know and accept over the |ast year.

There are still places where people
wor k hel ping us get through the pandenmic that are
not provi ded adequate safety, and so this bil

will do that. It's called the HERO Act for a
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reason, because we | ost too many heroes over the
| ast year and we're trying to save lives as we go
forward and continue to grapple with what is
hopefully the ending of this pandem c over the
next several nonths.

And again, | thank ny coll eagues
because we do have support from both sides of the
aisle for this. | do thank them for recogni zing
its inportance and for supporting this bill.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
G anaris to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Mannion to explain his vote.

SENATOR MANNI ON: Thank you,

M. President.

The New York HERO Act turns the
| essons of COVID-19 into policies that wll
protect all New Yorkers, all New York workers,
and help the state persevere through simlar
public health crises in the future.

My prior vocation was a hi gh school
sci ence teacher and a representative of teachers
and nurses. As the gravity of the pandenic
becanme clear, | watched as | earning noved to a

renot e nodel . But | was also there as we
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cautiously returned teachers and students into
the classroomin a world filled w th unknowns.

| represented teachers who were
cancer survivors, who suffered fromnultiple
scl erosis, who were i mmunoconprom sed or who
cared for | oved ones who were susceptible to the
virus. And | represented teachers who were just
scar ed.

They canme to work during a gl obal
pandem ¢ and did their jobs of educating
children. They wal ked t hrough the cl assroom
doors. O hers wal ked through the hospital doors.
They wal ked t hrough the bus doors. They wal ked
t hrough super mar ket doors.

What can we do? W can pass the
New Yor k HERO Act, which will mnimze the risk
to our health and the livelihoods of many. The
New York HERO Act requires the state to devel op
ai rborne infectious disease policies that include
heal th screeni ngs, face coverings and PPE

Wth the return to normalcy within
our sights, it is inperative that we prepare for
the next public health crisis. C osing our
school s and our businesses for prol onged peri ods

of time nust be a last resort. The New York HERO
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Act is a major leap forward in workpl ace safety
and wor ker protection.

| want to thank Deputy Majority
Leader M ke G anaris for his |eadership on this
bill. | amproud to be a cosponsor, and |
proudly cast my vote in the affirmative.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Mannion to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 119, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrell o, Boyle, @Gllivan,
Giffo, Helmng, Jordan, Lanza, Oberacker,
O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rath, Ritchie, Serino,
Stec, Tedisco and Wi Kk.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 17.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Cal endar
Nunber 185, Senate Print 134, by Senator Mayer,
an act to amend the Banking Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
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act shall take effect one year after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Mayer to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

M. President.

I n August of 2019 | read a nost
di sturbing story in the New York Tinmes entitled
"Wells Fargo Cl osed their Accounts, but the Fees
Continued to Mount." And it told the story of
one man who cl osed 13 of his checking accounts,
got the cash out, and then went about his
busi ness. He found out several nonths |ater he
was charged by the bank $1500 in fees to an
account that he thought he had cl osed.

And he wasn't alone. It turned out
that at least with respect to Wlls Fargo, there
were an estinmated $100,000 in overdraft fees over
ei ght nmonths for accounts that were cl osed.

This is the kind of behavior that
affects all of our constituents. And the fact is

t hat under New York | aw, these so-called zonbie
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accounts, |like we have zonbi e housing, are not
sufficiently regul at ed.

| felt it was very inperative to
protect those | represent and those we al
represent by ensuring that New York | aw expressly
prohi bited chargi ng fees once your account is
closed. And in fact, in reading up about this,
all the guidance is: Send a letter to the bank.
Al'l the burden is on the consuner. Make sure you
solidify the closure.

Well, frankly, the burden should be
on the banking institution. Once you have a
cl ear understandi ng that your account is closed,
no additional fees should be charged unl ess they
have to do with an overdraft or sonething that
was previously due.

So this bill finally changes that.
| look forward to it passing in the Assenbly as
wel | .

And again, in a time of very tough
fi nances for so many of our constituents, we have
to speak up for the consunmer and speak up for the
little guy and the little gal, and this bill does
t hat .

Thank you, M. President. | vote
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aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Mayer to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 185, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle,
Giffo, Jordan, Martucci, Qoeracker, Palunbo,
Rath, Stec, Tedisco and Wi k.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 12.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
224, Senate Print 1843, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anend the |Insurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
320, Senate Print 989A, by Senator Gaughran, an
act inrelation to the assessnent of property
owned by wat er-works corporations.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Brooks to explain his vote.

SENATOR BROCKS: Thank you,
M. President.

This bill is the result of work and
di scussi ons that have gone on over and over the
| ast four or five years that | have been a nenber
of this great house. New York Anerican Water has
provided a | evel of service and rates that have
been excessively expensive to the residents of
their service area.

This | egislation provides a
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mechanismto |l et us nake this a municipal agency,
resulting, we believe, in both inproved services
and reductions in taxes.

Qur discussions with New York
American Water -- ny discussions with them go
t hrough today, we spoke with themtoday. This is
the step and the direction we have to take, and |
amfully in support of this legislation and vote
aye for a better financial future for the
residents of Nassau County.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Brooks to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Kam nsky to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise today representing
approxi mately 90, 000 aggri eved custoners of
Ameri can Water who have been gouged for years
payi ng excessive water rates. Their neighbors in
muni ci pal districts just down the street pay a
fraction of what they pay. Yet Anmerican \Water
custoners conpl ai n about brown water and poor

servi ce.
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It used to be the water bill was the
one bill you didn't have to wi nce when you opened
the envel ope. But with American Water, that's
proven not to be true. To think that
affordability, especially on Long Island, has
been pushed to the point where people are gouged
for water, the basic necessity of life? Wll,
that's where we are.

And this bill today will help
provi de rmuch-needed relief. It does two things.
One is that nuch of the bill is a special
franchise tax. That woul d be renpved fromthis
bill so Anerican Water custoners eventually wll
not see this on their bill.

And second, and nost inportantly, it
will create the Nassau County Water Authority,
which will have it in their power to nunicipalize
the very water systenms owned by American \Water
right now, because it's very clear that a path to
muni ci pal water is a way for relief for American
cust oners who have been aggrieved for far too
| ong.

|"mproud to act as the Senate
today. Qur residents demand action, and that's

what we're doing here today, and | vote in the
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affirmati ve.

Thank you, Madam President. And
t hank you, Senator Gaughran and Senat or Brooks,
for your support on this bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Kam nsky to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Gaughran to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR GAUGHRAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

No one shoul d have to pay four or
five times nore for water than their nei ghbor on
the other side of the fence who is in a municipal
water district. No one should have to possibly
| ose their home because of the excessive noney
they owe on their water bill.

Water is a basic human right. And
on Long Island there are 125,000 custoners who
pay water bills that are so high they honestly
shoul d be considered extortion.

So today we begin the path to create
public water for these people and for all of
Long | sl and who have suffered for too | ong and
have been left behind. By creating the Nassau

County Water Authority, we are establishing that
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pat hway.

And we have to recogni ze that
Long Island, with our sol e-source aquifer, with
the aging infrastructure for our water systens,
with all the emerging contam nants, the cost of
water is unfortunately probably going to continue
to rise over the years. So that's why this
legislation is really the econonic, environmental
and noral obligation of all of us to pass today.

And | thank the | eader, Andrea
Stewart-Cousins, for bringing this bill forward,
and Senators Kam nsky and Brooks and the staff
for all their help on this bill, and | vote in
the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Gaughran to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 320, voting in the negative:
Senat or Skoufi s.

Ayes, 62. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
411, Senate Print 3156, by Senator Conrie, an act

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2738

to amend the Public Authorities Law

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside for
t he day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
480, Assenbly Print 5379, substituted earlier by
Assenbl ynenber Hunter, an act to amend the
| nsur ance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
506, Senate Print 1682, by Senator Bailey, an act

to anmend the Crim nal Procedure Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Cal | the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Bailey to explain his vote. I'msorry, | did not
see you.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank Majority Leader
Stewart-Cousins for bringing this bill to the
floor, as well as Commttee Chair Senator Pete
Har ckham for recogni zing the inportance of this
critical bill.

| want to thank nmy Assenbly sponsor,
Assenbl ynenber Di ana Ri chardson, for being such a
fierce advocate for this in the Assenbly and
really looking at this bill as an opportunity.

Bei ng abl e to expand the access to
drug courts in judicial diversion prograns can
only be good for us. Drug courts work not only

in ternms of fiscal savings, because they save
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upwar ds of $7,000 per person that go, but the
success rates, which are nore val uable in human
capital, are inmeasurable.

In the Bronx and in Munt Vernon,
have seen drug courts work. | have seen
i ndi viduals not just be restored to prior their
status, but they've been better because of what's
happened in drug court. So expanding the
accessibility can only be a good thing.

The second thing is making sure that
we treat people with addiction respectfully. And
that's changi ng references of "substance abuse"
to "substance use disorder."” Because if we're
really | ooking at these matters as health-rel ated
problems -- which they are, Madam President -- we
shoul d be changing the nanes in the way that we
describe certain things and certain afflictions
t hat individual s have.

| thank ny col | eagues for supporting
this inportant piece of legislation, and | wll
be voting in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Bailey to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar 506, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle,
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Jordan, Lanza,
Martucci, Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rath, Ritchie, Serino, Stec, Tedisco and
Vi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
508, Senate Print 3070, by Senator Sepulveda, an
act to direct the president of the State G vil
Servi ce Comm ssion to conduct a study on the
current civil service exam nations.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
640, Senate Print 5267A, by Senator May, an act
to anend the H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
May to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| want to thank the | eadership and
nmy col |l eagues for bringing forward this bill to
honor the | ate Assenbl ynenber Bill Magee.

Bill served for 28 years in the
Assenbly, much of it as chair of the Conmittee on
Agriculture. He was a relentless advocate for
rural New York, for farners, and for the people
of his district in Central New York. He
represented Madi son County, as | do, and | always

feel he left very big shoes to fill.
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H s staff and col |l eagues recall him
as hunble, quiet, smart and caring. And they say
his favorite phrase was "How can | hel p?"

| had too few opportunities to get
to know him and only near the end of his life,
but they were nenorable. | renmenber being at a
fundrai ser, a benefit for FarmNet, where he
revived his lifelong calling as an auctioneer to
auction off some of his fanmous farmthenmed
neckties for charity. Wth his skill as an
auctioneer, and | think the affection that people
felt for him he nmanaged to drive the prices well
into the four figures, which was very inpressive
to me for a necktie.

| also toured his nursing hone where
he lived for the last year or so of his life,
only to find that he had joined the board of
directors as a resident of the nursing honme, and
he personally guided me around in his wheel chair.

This was a man who never | ost sight
of his calling as a public servant, and he never
st opped asking "How can | hel p?"

| am pl eased we can honor Bill by
nam ng a portion of highway in Madi son County for

him near his hone. | hope his nmemory will |ive
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on for a very long tine.

| vote aye. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
May to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Can we now nove
to the controversial cal endar, please.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
109, Senate Print 1410, by Senator Rivera, an act
to amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent, |
bel i eve there's an anmendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that amendment and ask that
Senat or Mattera be recogni zed and heard.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
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Senat or Lanza.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

Madam Presi dent, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that Senator Mattera be recogni zed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The appeal
has been nade and recogni zed, and Senator Mattera
may be heard.

SENATOR MATTERA: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise today to urge this anmendnment
i s germane because the bill-in-chief, S1410,
amends the Public Health Law.

For nore than a year now, the
Governor has anended and suspended dozens of
Public Health Law provisions and continues to do
so. Not only is ny anendnent germane, each day
it becones nore and nore apparent that it is
absol utely necessary for us to rightfully
reestablish the Legislature as a coequal branch
of governnent.

The Executive bill that was passed

by the Senate Majority on March 5th has done
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nothing to curtail his power. Yesterday we

| earned of yet another investigation into

al | egations of the Governor's abuse of power.

The State Conptroller has now i ssued a referral
authorizing the State Attorney General to begin a
crimnal investigation into Governor Andrew
Cuonmo' s use of state resources in relation to his
nost recent book.

Well, it's about tine. No one
shoul d be using state resources for their own
political benefit, such as witing a book,
particularly when it was for his own personal
profit and at the expense of vul nerable
New Yor kers who have suffered the nost throughout
t hi s pandeni c.

How are we allowi ng this Governor to
still have this type of authority while under a
cloud of multiple investigations? He continues
to operate, naking decisions for his own
political survival, with no checks and bal ances
in place.

We nust put an end to this. The
bill that my coll eagues across the aisle passed
did not strip any powers away fromthe Executive.

That has becone nore clear with each day that
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passes. In fact, the Governor is blatantly

di sregarding the |l aw and has not posted the
required justifications for this extension of his
own executive orders.

| present to you for the 37th tine
our anendment that would actually do so. This
woul d actually renove powers from a damaged
Executive who continues to inflict harmon
New Yor kers and our small businesses.

New Yor kers need and deserve better.

For these reasons, Madam Presi dent,
| strongly urge you to reconsider your ruling and
| urge all ny colleagues to support this
amendnent .

Thank you, Madam President. Thank
you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Mattera.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair signify by saying aye.

SENATOR LANZA: Request a show of

hands.
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SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we' ve agreed to wai ve the showi ng of hands and
record each nenber of the Mnority in the
affirmati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: W t hout
obj ection, so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The ruling
of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief is
bef ore the house.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard? Seeing and hearing -- Senator
Boyl e. No?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Boyle to explain his vote.

SENATOR BOYLE: Thank you,
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Madam Presi dent, to explain nmy vote.

| would |ike to thank the sponsor of
the bill, Senator Rivera.

This bill would include reports of
asthma and ot her respiratory di sease di agnhoses
for which a rescue inhaler treatnment is
prescri bed by a healthcare provider to be
reported in a statew de inmunization information
dat abase.

It would allow schools, colleges,
prof essi onal and technical schools, children's
over ni ght canps and summer day canps,
conmi ssioners of |ocal social service districts,
commi ssioners of Ofice of Children and Fam |y
Servi ces and WC prograns to access this
information so that they are aware that a child
has been prescribed a rescue inhaler, nuch |ike
they do with -- are nmade aware of bl ood | ead
anal ysi s and i nmuni zati on i nformation.

Quite sinply, this will save |ives.
Right nowit's a convoluted systemto get the
i nformati on about which children are required to
have these rescue inhalers. This will have the
information automatically in the database. And

God forbid something happens in ternms of an
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asthma attack, they should be ready to protect
and save this child.

I'd like to also take this
opportunity to thank a busi nessman constituent of
m ne, a physician who specializes in asthm,
particularly with children, Dr. Harvey MIler, on
Long | sl and.

Dr. MIler has been a relentless,
passi onate advocate for all |egislation involving
protecting children who suffer fromasthnma. He's
probably called ny office once or twice a day for
the last 10 years to push | egislation such as
this bill to protect children. He's nade it his
Iifelong profession and his passion, and | want
to thank Dr. MlIler.

And in honor of him | wll be
voting in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Boyle to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the

readi ng of the controversial cal endar.
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SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
if we can return to notions and resol utions.

On behal f of Senator May, |I'd like
to call up Senate Print 3396, recalled fromthe
Assenbly, which is now at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
418, Senate Print 3396, by Senator May, an act to
anmend the Agriculture and Markets Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
reconsi der the vote by which the bill was passed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will call the roll on reconsideration.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
is restored to its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | offer the
fol | owi ng amendnent s.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
amendnents are received.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any

further business at the desk?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until tonorrow, Wdnesday, April 21st, at
11: 00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: On noti on,
t he Senate stands adjourned until Wdnesday,
April 21st, at 11:00 a.m

(Wher eupon, at 4:15 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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