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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Readi ng of
t he Jour nal

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Mbnday,
February 22, 2021, the Senate nmet pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Sunday, February 21,
2021, was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.
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Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Senat or Kam nsky, on page 14 | offer the
foll owi ng amendnents to Cal endar 239, Senate
Print 1103, and ask that said bill retain its
pl ace on Third Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
amendnents are received, and the bill shal
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to adopt
the Resolution Calendar, with the exception of
Resol uti on 400.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al in
favor of adopting the Resolution Calendar, with
t he exception of Resolution 400, please signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Resol ution Cal endar is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: At this tine can
we begin by taking up previously adopted
Resol ution 183, by Senator Persaud, read that
resolution's title only, and recogni ze Senat or
Per saud.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
183, by Senator Persaud, comrenorating the
51st Anniversary of Guyana becom ng a Republi c,
to be cel ebrated February 23, 2021.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Persaud on the resol ution.

SENATOR PERSAUD: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Today | rise as a proud daughter of
the country of Guyana. GQGuyana is |ocated on the
northern coast of South Anerica, and it's known
as the only English-speaking country in
Sout h Aneri ca.

In this chanber we have a nunber of

Guyanese. W have Senator Benjam n, Senator
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Brisport, Shontell Smth, Jessica Persaud. 1In
the Assenbly we have Assenbl ynmenber Hyndman, and
a nunber of nenbers who are on the Senate Fi nance
t eam

Today Guyana cel ebrates its 51st
republic anniversary. And this day is celebrated
with a festival, a festival that conmes from an
Anerindian term That festival is called
Mashramani. O, as we |love to say, we are going
to Mash it up, and it's called "Mash."

On that day, all kinds of things are
happeni ng. There are parades, lots of food, lots
of fun, and everybody comes together as one.

That is the only tine -- well, one of the only
times in the country of Guyana that all ethnic
groups will cone together as one.

Guyana is a country that's

undergoing turnmoil. It's a fabul ous pl ace,
beautiful. You nane it, we have it. But when it
conmes to political life, GQuyana is a country

that's divided by ethnic groups. Today, as they

celebrate their 51st anniversary of republic,

they are continuing to go through that strife.
On March 2nd of 2020 they held an

el ection to select the president of the country.
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Many nmonths |later, they were still going through
turnoil because there was no decl ared w nner.
Utinmately, the United States played a role in
selecting the winner of the election of Guyana.

The issues that the country was
going through in that election are the issues we
went through in our prior election | ast year.
And the United States asked the Guyanese people
to accept what was going on and not to fight it,
not to ask for recounts, because -- those were
t he actual words, because they were asking for
recounts. And then we had the same thing happen
her e.

Guyana is a rich country. But
again, Guyana is a divided nation. W are
| ooki ng, as we nove forward in this 51st year,
that the people of Guyana can cone together as
one and live under that notto that we love to
say: One people, one nation, one destiny.

And then they have a song that says,
you know, when outside forces cone in, they
cannot divide us. But that's what is happening
in Guyana. Currently there's an oil exploration.
Guyana has the largest oil reserve in the world

currently. There's |ots of noney, and hence the
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addi ti onal fighting.

Guyana is ny country, the |land where
| was born. | amproud to represent Guyana.
Wherever you go, we love to tell people, wherever
you go across this world, you will find Guyanese.
We are a proud people. W are a hardworking
people. W are a conmtted people to our causes.

Madam Presi dent, on behal f of the
peopl e of Guyana who are living in the
United States, | wish all of the people who are
living in Guyana Happy Republic, Happy
Mashramani, and may you change your ways so that
GQuyanese can live together as one: One peopl e,
one nation, one destiny.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Brisport on the resol ution.

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And t hank you, Senator Persaud, for
i ntroducing this resolution.

My col | eagues, | stand before you as
the child of an undocunented i nm grant from
Guyana. M/ dad cane here in 1969, |ived here,

wor ked here, paid taxes, but could not vote. And
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as we honor the independence of Guyana and we
tal k about ny Guyanese father, | think it's an
opportune nonent to say no taxation w thout
representation, that inmgrants are wel cone here
and that immgration nakes us stronger.

As we tal k about independence, |I'd
like to share what | think of that as, which is
freedomfromextraction -- a nation and a peopl e
who said they will no be longer be utilized to
enrich the pockets of a wealthy few And we
shoul d take this opportunity, as we honor the
i ndependence, to | ook at other places where
extraction is happening for profit.

Senat or Persaud nentioned oil. |
would like to remind us that the fossil fue
industry is extraction. Prison labor is
extraction. Union busting is extraction.

Deregul ating housing is extraction. Private
nmedi cal insurance is extraction.

"' ma proud Guyanese- Aneri can nan.
And as we cel ebrate Guyana's independence, may we
all work to build a New York where all people and
all New Yorkers are free fromextraction

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you.
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The resol ution was previously
adopted on January 26t h.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
at this tine we're going to take up two
resol utions sinultaneously, both by Leader
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

Can we take up previously adopted
Resol ution 317 as well as Resolution 400, by
Leader Stewart-Cousins, read those two
resolutions in their entirety, and recognize the
| eader on the resol utions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
317, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, menorializing
Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclai mFebruary
2021 as Black History Month in the State of
New Yor k.

"WHEREAS, Bl ack Hi story Month,
previ ously known as Negro Hi story Wek, was
founded by Dr. Carter G Wodson, and was first
cel ebrated on February 1, 1926; since 1976, it
has beconme a nationally recognized nont h-1ong

cel ebration, held each year during the nonth of
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February to acknow edge and pay tribute to
African- Aneri cans negl ected by both society and
t he history books; and

"WHEREAS, The nonth of February
observes the rich and diverse heritage of our
great state and nation; and

"WHEREAS, Bl ack Hi story Month seeks
to enphasi ze Black history is American history;
and

"WHEREAS, Bl ack History Month is a
time to reflect on the struggles and victories of
African- Areri cans throughout our country's
hi story and to recogni ze their nunerous val uabl e
contributions to the protection of our denocratic
society in war and in peace; and

"WHEREAS, Sone African-Anerican
pi oneers whose many acconplishnments, all of which
t ook place during the nmonth of February, went
unnoticed, as well as numerous synbolic events in
February that deserve to be nenorialized
i nclude: John Sweat Rock, a noted Boston | awer
who becanme the first African-Anerican admtted to
argue before the U S. Suprene Court on
February 1, 1865, and the first African-American

to be received on the floor of the U S. House of
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Represent ati ves; Jonathan Jasper Wight, the
first African-Anerican to hold a major judicia
position, who was elected to the South Carolina
Suprene Court on February 1, 1870; President

Abr aham Li ncol n submts the proposed

13th Amendnent to the U. S. Constitution,
abol i shing slavery, to the states for
ratification on February 1, 1865; civil rights
protester Jimm e Lee Jackson dies from wounds
inflicted during a protest on February 26, 1965,
|l eading to the historic Selnma, Al abama, civil

ri ghts denonstrations, including Bl oody Sunday,
in which 600 denonstrators, including Martin

Lut her King, Jr., were attacked by police;

Aut herine J. Lucy becane the first

African- Amrerican student to attend the University
of Al abama on February 3, 1956; she was expelled

three days later 'for her own safety' in response
to threats froma nob; in 1992, Autherine Lucy
Foster graduated fromthe university with a
master's degree in education, the sanme day her
daughter, Grazia Foster, graduated with a

bachel or's degree in corporate finance; the Negro

Basebal | League was founded on February 3, 1920;

Jack Johnson, the first African-Anerican Wrld
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Heavywei ght Boxi ng Chanpion, won his first title
on February 3, 1903; and Reginald F. Lewis, born
on Decenber 7, 1942, in Baltinore, Maryland,
received his | aw degree from Harvard Law Schoo
in 1968, and was a partner in Mirphy, Thorpes &
Lewis, the first Black law firmon Wall Street;
and in 1989, he becane president and CEO of
TLC Beatrice International Food Conpany, the
| ar gest Bl ack- owned business in the
United States; and
"WHEREAS, In recognition of the vast
contributions of African-Anmericans, a joyful
nmont h-1ong cel ebration is held across New York
State and across the United States with nany
commenorative events to honor and display the
cultural heritage of African-Anericans; and
"WHEREAS, This Legislative Body
commends the African-American community for
preserving, for future generations, its
centuries-old traditions that benefit us all and
add to the color and beauty of the tapestry which
is our American society; now, therefore, be it
"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to nmenorialize

Governor Andrew M Cuonp to proclai mFebruary
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2021, as Black History Month in the State of
New York; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That copies of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
t he Honorabl e Andrew M Cuonp, Governor of the
State of New York, and to the events
commenor ating Black H story Month throughout
New York State."

Senat e Resol ution 400, by
Senat or St ewart - Cousins, conmendi ng former
Senat or Vel nanette Mont gonery upon the occasion
of her designation as the first-ever recipient of
the Senate Majority Leader's Legislative Legacy
Awar d.

"WHEREAS, It is the customof this
Legi sl ative Body to recogni ze and comend t hose
i ndi vi dual s of outstandi ng purpose whose |ives
have been comrmitted to public service and the
pursuit of excellence in the conduct of the
| egi slative process in this noble Enpire State;
and

"WHEREAS, Attendant to such concern,
and in full accord with its |ong-standing
tradition, this Legislative Body is justly proud

to reflect upon those extraordinary i ndividuals
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who have made everlasting contributions on behal f
of their fellow men and wonen and have left their
mark on this great Enpire State; Senator
Vel manette Montgonery is one such individual; she
truly devoted her life to serving her governnent
with integrity and commtnent for the sole
pur pose of serving the needs of others; and

"WHEREAS, Senator Vel nanette
Mont gonery was first elected to the New York
State Senate in 1984; after that, she was
re-elected 17 consecutive tines; and

"WHEREAS, Senator Vel nanette
Mont gonery was t he second Bl ack woman to be
elected to this Legislative Body, first elected
nore than twenty years after the first Bl ack
wonman to be elected to this Legislative Body,
paving the way for a new generation of diverse
Senat ors; and

"WHEREAS, Senator Vel nanette
Mont gonery represented District 25, which
includes Fort Geene, BoerumHill, Red Hook,
Bedf ord- St uyvesant, Sunset Park, Gowanus, and
Par k Sl ope, anong ot her nei ghborhoods | ocat ed
wi t hin the Borough of Brooklyn; and

"WHEREAS, Senator Vel nanette
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Mont gonery was the | ongest-serving Denocratic
Senator in New York State history, and was the
first Senator to give birth to a child while
serving in office; through her work, she nmade
New York a better place to live, to work and to
raise a famly; and

"WHEREAS, She served as the
| ong-tine secretary of the New York State Senate
Denocrati c Conference and served on the
Conf erence Leadership teamfor over a decade; in
2019, she was appointed Majority Conference
Secretary; and

"WHEREAS, As a trail bl azing
| egi sl ator and state | eader, Senator Vel nanette
Mont gonery was wel | -known for her effective
| eadershi p and steadfast conmtnent to her
constituents; during her career, she worked
tirelessly as an advocate for youth, public
education, crimnal justice reform environnental
preservation and civil rights; and

"WHEREAS, During her distinguished
tenure in this Legislative Body, Senator
Vel manette Montgonery sponsored numerous bills
that were enacted into | aw and have nade deep and

| asti ng changes to better the lives of the
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residents of New York State; anong these
i nportant acconplishnents are | aws prohibiting
t he use of shackl es on pregnant wonen (Chapter
411 of 2009 and Chapter 570 of 2015), allow ng
youth in foster care to remain in care past their
ei ghteenth birthday (Chapter 342 of 2009), and
ensuring fair and equal pay for public enpl oyees
(Chapter 741 of 2019); and

"WHEREAS, As the chair of the
New York State Senate Standing Conmittee on
Children and Families, Senator Vel manette
Mont gonmery was dedi cated to hel pi ng young peopl e
achi eve positive outcones through reform of the
state's juvenile justice, foster care and
adoptive care system and

"WHEREAS, Senator Vel nanette
Mont gonery's dedication to inproving the lives of
young people led her to be a statew de chanpi on
of YouthBuild, an organi zation that provides
opportunities for young people to realize their
full potential, her support hel ping to achieve
mllions of dollars in state assistance and
bi cameral support for the program and

"WHEREAS, Her passion for supporting

children's health and wel | -being | ed Senator
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Vel manette Montgonery to |l ead the fight for
school - based health clinics, helping to secure
significant state fiscal support for health
services for schools in an innovative
comuni ty- based nodel ; and
"WHEREAS, Senator Vel manette
Mont gonmery was known for her chanpi oni ng of
i ncar cerated persons and understood the critical
need to create a pathway for second chances; her
commtment to restorative justice included her
often lonely but ultimtely successful crusade to
'Rai se the Age' of crimnal liability; and
"WHEREAS, |In acknow edgnent of her
| ongti me advocacy on the issue of kinship care,
Senat or Vel manette Montgonery was the recipient
of nunerous awards, including the auspicious
Barbara M C ark Kinshi p Chanpi on Award; and
"WHEREAS, Senator Vel manette
Mont gonmery was not only known for her success as
a legislator, but for her passion for nmentoring
new | egi slators, staff, and others, |eaving a
| asting inpression on the next generation of
| eaders and | awrakers; and
"WHEREAS, Prior to her service in

public office, Senator Vel manette Mont gonery
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wor ked as a teacher, adjunct professor, and
day care director; furthernore, she was the
cof ounder of the Day Care Forum of New York City,
and served as president of Community School Board
13; and

"WHEREAS, Vel manette Mont gonery
obtained a nmaster's degree in education from
New York University before becom ng a
Revson Fel l ow at Col unmbia University; in 1991,
she was awarded an Honorary Doctor of Law from
St. Joseph's Coll ege in Brooklyn; and

"WHEREAS, In light of her many
acconpl i shnments and historic inpact on the State
Legislature and the Enpire State itself, the
Senate Majority Leader has established a new
award to honor her legacy on this state and her
bel oved community on the occasion of her
retirenent, and this award shall nake
Senat or Vel nanette Montgonery the first recipient
of this newly established Senate Majority
Leader's Legislative Legacy Award; now,
therefore, be it

"RESCLVED, That this Legislative
Body pause in its deliberations to commend forner

Senat or Vel manette Mont gonery upon the occasion
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of her designation as the first-ever recipient of
the Senate Majority Leader's Legislative Legacy
Award; and be it further

"RESCLVED, That a copy of this
resolution, suitably engrossed, be transnmitted to
t he Honor abl e Vel nanette Montgonery. "

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Maj ority
Leader Stewart-Cousins on the resolution.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you, Madam Presi dent.

| rise because this is an incredible
honor for me. It is an opportunity to celebrate
Bl ack history and to cel ebrate soneone who was
iconic in creating Black excellence and
excel l ence in general in this chanber, and that
i s Senator Vel manette Montgonery.

| think when Carter Wodson t hought
about Bl ack history, he thought about all that's
untold and all that we have to be grateful for in
terms of the contributions of Black people in
this country. He understood that unless we
spoke of our history, people would find it easy
to ignore, to marginalize, to rewite and to
deci de what was inportant about our contributions

and what were not.
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And those of us who have had the
opportunity to stand on the shoul ders of unnaned
gi ants appreci ate these nonents, these nonths,

t hese hours, these days where we set aside tine
to celebrate those who have nade a difference in
our lives that people m ght never even know of or
hear about.

Thi s past year of reckoning, where
we have been experiencing the twi n pandem cs of
the COVID- 19 virus as well as we saw the pandem c
of racism | think it rmade peopl e | ook at Bl ack
hi story and really understand in so nany ways the
struggl es and how al t hough we have conme a very
long way -- | amstanding in this chanber as the
Majority Leader -- there is so nuch untold, and
so many of our institutions that have been part
of a system c oppression of people because of the
color of their skin.

| have heard from so many peopl e of
all different nationalities, skin tones, saying,
Oh, | never knew this, | never knew that. And
sadl y, because of the situation around COVID, |
think people for the first time were able to see
things in a way that they hadn't seen them

before. It's not that what happened -- that the
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nmur der of George Fl oyd had never happened before,
but I think it was seen in a different way.

That brings ne to Senator Vel manette
Mont gonmery. Because Senator Vel manette
Mont gonmery was the second African-Anerican woman
to serve in this chanber. The first was
Const ance Baker Mdtley. She was elected in 1964
and only spent a year here because she was tapped
to beconme the borough president.

It was 20 years between the el ection
of Constance Baker Mtley and Senator Vel manette
Mont gonmery. There's a whol e generation that had
passed before Senator Vel manette Montgonery
graced the floors of this chanber, the only
African- Ameri can worman here.

And when she cane, representing her
Br ookl yn community with Fort G eene, so many
peopl e who believed in the power of governnent to
change their lives and believed that this
power ful woman, who was a daycare director and a
comunity activist and doing things for the
comunity, would be that person to conme and tel
their story.

And every day, she canme and told the

story. She wasn't necessarily heard. She was in
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the mnority while she was telling the story, and
she was a mnority within the mnority of the
Denocrats, within the mnority of the wonmen --
and she was the only African-Areri can wonan.

And t hen, history-maki ng again, she
was the only Senator that actually ever had given
birth to a child while they were a Senator. Even
that part of her service was historic.

But it's what she fought for. Wen
she fought for school -based health clinics,
because she knew her constituents didn't have
access. Wen she fought for the right for
i ncarcerated parents whose kids were being
snat ched away never to be seen or heard of again.
When she fought to Raise the Age so that young
peopl e weren't just incarcerated wthout
protections.

When she fought to nmake sure that
ki nship care was part of extending the famly --
because when these kids were yanked out of hones,
who woul d take care of then? G andparents.

Vel manette recogni zed that kinship care was
i nportant to get that support.
She was fighting to nake sure that

par ol ees had -- people had a chance to get heard
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in parole. She fought for wonen not to be
shackl ed when they were giving birth if they were
al so incarcerat ed.

In fact, Senator Vel manette
Mont gonmery's | egislative |legacy | ooks like this
(unfol ding brochure). She spent nore years than
any Denocrat spent in this chanber, and she got a
chance finally to see so nany of the things that
she'd fought for long ago -- because she
understood the injustice in the crimnal justice
system she understood the inequities in
education and access, she understood how
mar gi nal i zed people were and how it hanpered
their progress. And she fought and she fought
and she fought.

And finally, over the past two
years, nost of the things she fought for have
beconme part of what we are all proud of in this
chanber.

When | | ooked at all of the
different awards we have -- and we have awards
t hat acknow edge people for everything, but
nostly they' re peopl e outside of our chanber.

And any of these things, Vel manette, you would be

qualified for. But | thought it's time that this
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chanber recogni zed peopl e |ike you, whose | egacy
has made not only the chanber better, but each
and every one of us better.

Before | ever knew there was a
chance that | would be a Senator, | came here on
a weekend, a Caucus weekend, and | saw you, the
very first black woman Senator | ever saw. |,
Roxanne, the Ada Smiths and the Ruth
Hassel | - Thonpsons and t he Samara Brouks, we thank
you.

So because we're thanking you, you
do get a chance to becone the very first person
to receive the Senate Majority Leader Legislative
Legacy award. It is custonm zed for you.

You all can clap. Do not be
ashaned.

(Laught er; appl ause.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: | know
we're so used to being alone in here we don't
even know how t o make noi se anynore.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: But this
award is customdesigned for you. It will be
customdesigned in the future for the next

per son.
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But | know, because of your proud
heritage, and it's Black Hi story Month, this
Kente cloth design represents you.

And I'll just read what your award
says. It says it's in recognition of a lifetine
of |egislative acconplishnents that have nmade
nmeani ngf ul and deep changes to the lives of wonen
and children of the State of New York; pioneering
efforts to Raise the Age of crimna
responsibility for children; providing |eadership
and consequential nmentorship to generations of
wonen; building the foundation for funding
Yout hBui | d, that supports and nentors young
peopl e; chanpi oni ng school - based health clinics
across the state; and for your unwavering
commtment to protecting the dignity of the
incarcerated and their famlies -- notably,
banni ng the use of shackles on wonen whil e giving
birth, supporting the Cl ose to Honme program

Thank you for being a persistent
beacon for truth and justice. Congratul ations.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation.)

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
can we stand at ease for a couple of mnutes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senate
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will stand at ease.
(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 3:57 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at

4:00 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
at this point can we continue with -- 1 know

there are nmany Senators who want to come in here
individually to give their remarks about
Senat or Mont gonery, so please |let us continue on
t he resol ution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Persaud on the resol ution.

SENATOR PERSAUD: Thank you.

Senat or Mont gonery, | am not going
to repeat everything our |eader said. There's no
need; she has said it. Al | want to rem nd you
is of what you' ve done for us. Everywhere | go,
there's still the question, How is
Senat or Montgonery? No one sees you as the
former Senator -- it's still Senator Montgonery.

You have paved the way for us. And
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| renmenber what you said when you were | eaving,
you said to me: Make sure that you work with the
| eader, because there's not many of us around.
And ny promi se to you was yes, we will continue
to do so.

And then it says behind every
successful woman is a tribe of other successful
women who have her back

Senat or Stewart-Cousins, on behal f
of Senat or Montgonmery, we continue to pledge to
you that we have your back

And as Senator Montgonmery will say,
bl ess your heart.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR PERSAUD: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Liu on the resolution.

SENATOR LI U: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent, for this wonderful opportunity
to tal k about this inmportant resolution that our

| eader, Madam Senator Andrea Stewart-Cousins, has
put forth.

In this inmportant nonth of Bl ack

Hi story Month and on the cusp of Whnen's History
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Mont h, we have this incredible individual by the
name of Vel nanette Montgonery, our forner
Senator. |'ve often referred to her as ny | eader
far beyond the walls of this Senate. A

hi st ory- maker, sonmebody who has inspired
generations of office holders, comunity
activists in so nmany different ways.

Senat or Montgonery, | don't have
enough time on this floor to talk about all the
things that you have done for the State of
New York, for our community, for nyself
personal Iy, and indeed in your global inpact.
There is nmuch to be said, but I will say that
it's been nenorialized in this resolution that we
have proudly passed today.

And | want to thank you not only for
your incredible service, the legislation that
you' ve proposed, you've put forth, you' ve pushed
for the passage of, as our |eader has al ready
sumari zed -- very briefly, because there's so
much nore -- but the tone in which you have
uphel d your responsibilities.

Senat or Montgonery was never one to
be |l oud or brash. She's always soft-spoken. But

anyti ne Senator Montgonery spoke, the entire

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

850

chanber or the entire room however | arge,
however snmall, would quiet down so that we could
hear what this venerable person had to say so
that we could all learn fromit and understand
what our responsibilities going forward woul d be.
| also want to thank
Senat or Montgonery -- she has anmazing filing
skills -- because she's been sending all of us
nmement os, phot ographs, newspaper articles from
the last |ike 25, 30 years.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR LI U: It's amazi ng what she
has done. Thank you for passing that on to us as
wel | .

|"mstarting to get at a | oss for
wor ds except to say that, you know, we had so
many -- there were so nany events that were going
to be held in 2020 to cel ebrate
Senat or Mont gonery's due, because she paid her
dues. And she fully deserved her right to retire
and to step back and allow others to pick up her
mantle. And in fact | had a chance to attend a
coupl e of those events.

And then the world or at |east

i n-person events got cut short, and so after

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

851

February we couldn't have any nore events. And
so, so many of the events that this outstanding
i ndi vi dual were going to be honored at were
cancel ed.

But | know that once life gets back
to normal, we are going to have those events.

And |I'm very happy and | feel blessed that we're
able to celebrate the life, career, and | egacy of
Vel manette Mont gonery.

Vel manette, you' re not going
anywhere, because we all still have your nunber.
And in sonme ways you may be busier than you were
before you retired, because everybody thinks you
have a whole lot of free tinme now

But thank you for visiting us once
again. Thank you for your decades of service to
New York. And thank you for your friendship

Thank you, Madam President, for this
opportunity.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or Li u.

Senat or Brisport on the resolution.

SENATOR BRI SPORT: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise before you with two
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i npossi bl e tasks -- one inpossible task of
foll owi ng the incredi ble speech and accol ades of
our great |eader, and the second inpossible task
of following in the footsteps of
Senat or Mont gonery, ny predecessor.

Senat or Montgonery served in this
Legi slature for longer than |I've been alive. And
when she entered the Legislature in 1984, you
know, sonme woul d say that Al bany was an old boy's
club. 1 would add that it was an old white boy's
club. And for a woman in her skin, it was an
i ncredi bly hostile environnment to navigate. But
she did not just navigate it, she thrived init.

W all heard a long list of her
acconpl i shnents and achi evenents, and I'd like to
hi ghl i ght that Senator Montgonery took a
princi pl ed progressive position for decades
before it was popular to do so. And as we |ean
into her legacy, | would say the best way to
honor the work that she's done in this chanmber is
to find those nonents where we also can lean into
t he nonents where we also find the principled
position, even when it's not the preval ent one.

Happy Bl ack Hi story Mnth

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
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G anaris on the resol ution

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | could not let this opportunity
pass W t hout paying ny respects to one of the
nost bel oved and respected | egislators |'ve ever
served with. And | have worked in this building
for nore years than | care to admit, in both
houses, in various capacities. So when | say
that, there are hundreds and hundreds of
| egislators who I could rank in ternms of |evel of
respect of their colleagues. And Vel manette is
at the top of that Ilist.

It is so wonderful to see you in
person, Senator Mntgonmery. | only regret that
we' re under pandenmic rules so you don't have a
full chanber of |ove comng at you today. But
you are getting a sense fromthe stream of
menbers you're going to see walking in one at a
time of just how bel oved you were in this State
Senat e.

And many have spoken al ready about
your | egacy and your acconplishments, and they
wer e forward-|ooking, prescient in many ways.

Sonme of the issues you were focusing on nany
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years ago were ones that have been achi eved now,
and we wonder why it took so long to get there.
And so we appreciate your | eadership over the
years on that.

But | also want to speak to
something a little nore -- | wouldn't say
political, but |ess about |egislation and nore
about the direction of this house and this
chanber. And that is | can go back to when the
great Andrea Stewart-Cousins was selected as the
| eader of our conference, and it was an
i nteresting nmonent when Senators in the
conference at the tine needed to be heard and
peopl e were | ooking for direction, and
Senat or Mont gonery was anong the first, |oudest,
cl earest and strongest supporters of making
Andrea Stewart-Cousins the first femal e | eader of
a conference in the history of New York State.

And now we see another part of your
| egacy, Senator Montgonery, is the incredible
record that our great |eader has established here
in the State Senate.

And so we mss you greatly. It's
wonderful to see you here. | nmiss conferences,

| ooki ng over once when you woul d rai se your hand
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in the corner, and everyone would go quiet and
listen to what you had to say.

But it is wonderful to see you, and
we want to have you back again with a ful
chanber when we can properly show you our |ove as
we are individually today.

So great to see you
Senat or Mont gonery.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mayer on the resol ution.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

It truly is an honor to be able to
speak to nmy friend and former seatnate, Senator
Mont gonery.

| don't know that she renmenbers, but
approximately 35 years ago when | first canme to
Al bany to work for then-Attorney General Abrans,
there weren't very nuch | egislators who cared
about childcare. There weren't very many
| egi sl ators who cared individually about people
whose voices weren't heard.

And | renenber distinctly com ng

before you in the |egislative hearing, you and a
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few wonen who were | egislators at the tineg,
Assenbly and Senators, who were willing to talk
about the children of our working nothers and

f at hers.

And over the years, your dignified
persi stence in tal king about those children,
tal ki ng about those famlies, tal king about the
ki nd of enpathy and decency that we expect of
peopl e but is not always seen here, was a
defining skill and nonent that you had.

And | think that's one of the
reasons you were so respected. You were a
rem nder to all of us that we are here to speak
for that child, that famly, that famly who has
arelative in prison, that famly whose child
can't get a job; we have a responsibility to
treat themw th respect and to be their voice.
You rem nded everyone on both sides of the aisle
that that's what we were here for.

You were a shining exanple of the
best of legislating. | think you were held in
t he hi ghest regard by everyone. And for ne,
you' ve just been a trenendous role nodel and a
shi ni ng exanpl e of what we should and can be.

Thank you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Kennedy on the resol ution.

SENATOR KENNEDY: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise today to join in the chorus
to sing the praises and to thank this
extraordi nary wonman, our former coll eague,
Senat or Vel manette Mont gonery.

| want to al so thank our wonderf ul
Majority Leader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for
bringing this resolution to the floor. As we
celebrate black history, it's certainly fitting
that we cel ebrate our former colleague. And to
be naned the Senate Majority Leader's first
reci pient of the Legislative Legacy Award, it's a
wonder ful acconpli shnent on top of so many ot her
acconpl i shnents that you' ve had in this chanber
and throughout this great state.

Throughout her career as a public
servant, right here in New York
Senat or Mont gonery stood as a steadfast voice for
those in need. For three and a half decades --
and, you know, | heard Senator Brisport mention
it, her successor. But Senator Vel nanette

Mont gonery served in this body |onger than
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many of the |egislators today were even alive.
Bef ore many of them were even born,

Senat or Montgonery was serving in this wonderfu
chanber .

At her core, she was drawn to
correcting the injustices that exist in our
soci ety and dedi cated many of her years to
hel ping those in need, with a particular focus on
civil rights, crimnal justice reform and
fighting for the betternment of our youth. W
know t hat she was the driving force regarding so
many different issues. Most recently, in recent
years, the transformative issue of Raising the
Age | egi sl ati on.

Senat or Mont gonery al so, we know,
fought as a | eading voice for wonen's rights and
human rights in general. 1|In essence,

Senat or Mont gonery was the consci ence of our
Denocrati c Conference, and we thank you for that,
for being that voice, for being that voice for
our conference but, nost inportantly, for being
that voice for our state, for our people, for the
betternment of society in general.

As the chair of the Senate Conmittee

on Children and Fam |lies, Senator Mntgonery took
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a hard | ook at how we could inprove our foster
care and adoptive care systens, her heart

undoubt edly focused on hel ping kids. Perhaps
that stenmmed from her work as a teacher. We know
that her work here in the State Senate was
reflective of the needs of the community. She

al so worked as a daycare director. Her focus on
yout h and the inprovenment of our children wll
forever, forever resound throughout this state.

All we have to do is take a | ook at
where we are today as a |legislative body to see
Senat or Montgonery's vision, realized in so many
ways, and how it has touched so many |ives across
this great state, and on so nmany |levels. But she
woul d be the first to tell each and every one of
us that our work is not done.

But it is her legacy and her vision
for human rights and naking sure that everyone
has a seat at the table and al so ensuring that we
are thinking about everyone, fromthe ol dest
Americans to the youngest children in society.
Now, in New York, it's those folks that need us
nore than ever before.

And whil e Senator Montgonery is no

| onger a part of this |egislative body, her

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

860

spirit and commtnment to the people of New York
is going to echo in these chanbers for decades to
cone.

So to our dear friend Vel manette
Mont gonery, we extend our deepest gratitude and
our best w shes and our incredible support as you
enter the next chapter in your life. Thank you
for all that you' ve done for all of us in this
great state.

Madam Presi dent, | vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza on the resol ution.

SENATOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent
t hank you.

|"mviolating one of ny own rul es
about not speaking on resolutions. But every so
often, the resolution noves nme in a way that |
think requires that | say sonet hing.

Also, | didn't want this to be
Denocratic party only, Senator G anaris, because
Senat or Mont gonery deserves not hing short of
unani nous and bi partisan friendship, support, and
| ove.

You know, when | cane to this

chanber, Madam President, nore than a decade ago,
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Senat or Montgonery was already a | eader. She was
known by all, even a freshman Senator |ike nyself
wal king into this room

You know, people know us as nenbers
of this body, as Senators. |'mgoing to shock
some people around the state, but we're people
too. And | can think about all that
Senat or Montgonery has nmeant to this body and to
this state as a | eader, but really what conmes to
mnd first is how wonderful and great a person
she is.

| will always recollect the nmany
conversations she and I would have -- not inside
t hi s chanber but outside this chanber, in the
cl oakroom in the lounge, in the halls -- when we
woul d tal k about each other's famlies, when we
woul d tal k about each other's nei ghborhoods, our
districts, about the things that mattered to us
beyond politics. And | always sought her out
outside this chanber because | enjoyed her
friendship, first and forenost, but | enjoyed
being with her and enjoyed tal king to her.

You know, she and | -- | a
Republ i can, she a Denobcrat -- we were never

afraid to agree with each other in a world that
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doesn't want us to agree with each other -- even
nore so today than perhaps ever before, sadly,
Senat or Montgonery. Nor were we ever afraid to
di sagree with each other. And perhaps -- | could
speak for nyself -- | |earned nore when

Senat or Mont gonery di sagreed with ne than when we
agreed with each other.

Senat or Mont gonery, this country,

t he body politic, needs people like you nore than
ever. It needs that approach today nore than
ever. And | hope that is -- of all the things
that come together as your |egacy, | hope that
that is the nessage that stands apart from al
others. That we've got to agree, we've got to

di sagree, we've got to do it with respect. You
al ways did that.

One of the issues that | worked on
very long and hard, and sonething |I amvery proud
today to have been a part of acconplishing, is
the i ssue of Raise the Age. Now, when
Senat or Mont gonery was tal ki ng about that issue,
it wasn't very popul ar anong Denocrats. It was
even | ess popul ar anong Republicans.

And in our conversations outside of

this chanber about |ife and about the right
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approach to life, and about why we all cone
together in this roomand what it is that we're
all after, which is to nake things better, we
began a conversation about Raise the Age. And
those were the first conversations that | was
involved in on the issue. And | knew very early
on, talking to Senator Mntgonmery, that it was
sonmething that | wanted to be part of.

And we eventually got there. And
was proud to sponsor that bill. But | could not
have ever ended up where we ended up, this state
coul d never have ended up where we ended up,
wi t hout Senat or Montgonery. You know, she had
this idea, which seens obvious -- but the obvious
isn't always popular -- that anong all the
people, all of our brothers and sisters, our
children, nore than anyone el se, deserve a second
chance. Qur children, nore than anyone el se,
deserve speci al consideration and acknow edgnent
that they are children

And so, Senator Montgonery, one of
the things that I -- when people ask ne what it
is that I'mproud about in ternms of what |'ve
done here as a nmenber of this august body, is ny

work on Raise the Age. And | have you to thank
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for that, ultimtely.
So | thank you for your friendship.

| thank you for what you have neant to this body

and to this state. | thank you for our
agreenents. | thank you for our disagreenents.
But nore than anything else, | thank you for your

style and your class and your integrity, and I
wi sh there were nore people |ike you.
Congr at ul ati ons, Senator Montgonery.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Savi no on the resol ution.
SENATOR SAVI NO Thank you
Madam Pr esi dent .
|''mnot sure | can follow that,

Senat or Lanza. That was actually quite touching.

Senat or Montgonery, | don't even
know where to start. | think of all of the
tragedi es of the pandem c | ast year -- and there

were so nmany, so nmany famlies affected in so
many ways, so nuch heartbreak. But for us here
personally in the Senate chanber, | think one of
t he nost heartbreaking things is we didn't really
get the opportunity to say goodbye to sonme of our
col | eagues who left us last year in the way that

we wanted to, recognizing their contribution not
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just to the Senate but to the state and to our
own i ndividual lives.

Senator Lanza said -- and |I'msure
sonme of the colleagues that were here before ne
t al ked about our personal relationships with you,
and | want to tal k about m ne.

You know, when | cane into the
Senate 17 years ago, you know, | knew that | had
alot in coomon with a bunch of nenbers. But you
and | had a special relationship because we were
committed to some of the very sane issues,
children and famlies, | com ng out of a career
inthe Child Wl fare Adm nistration, then into
t he | abor novenent; you in your lifetine
commtment to inproving the conditions for the
nost vul nerabl e of our popul ation, children who
were | angui shing in foster care, children who
needed preventive services, famlies who were
af fected by addiction and crimnal justice,
not hers who had their fam|lies separated because
of all of the social challenges. That's who you
dedi cat ed your career to, you know?

A lot of us get a |lot of coverage
fromthe medi a because of the issues that we take

on. But the things that you and | cared about,
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the press never really paid nuch attention to.

And | can renenber many neetings of
the Children and Fam |lies Committee where you and
| would be the only two that would show up. But
we did the work. W focused on the things that
you had dedi cated your career to -- fighting
every year to nake sure that school -based clinics
were in the budget; making sure that children had
access to healthcare, those who needed it the
nost; fighting to nake sure that wonen who
desperately needed preventive services so they
didn't lose their children to the foster care
system were able to depend on that. Nurse Famly
Partnerships. Al of those things that held
fam lies together.

| can renenber standing next to you
in the Majority Conference Roomthe day you were
able to get the bill passed that said it was
i nhumane to shackl e a pregnant wonman when she was
giving birth in the correctional system Wo
woul d have imagi ned that that actually happened?
But you knew it. The rest of the world wasn't
even aware that wonen were treated that way. You
made that change, a profound change for wonen

and then made sure they stopped doing it in jails
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around the state.

You wanted to nmake a difference in
smal |, nmeani ngful ways that were huge. |
remenber, as Senator Lanza said, on Raise the
Age, you and | holding the first hearing in 2011
and very few people showed up. Mst of our
col | eagues weren't interested. |In fact, they
didn't even know that the age of crim nal
responsibility in New York State was so | ow.

But you sat there all day and you
took testinony fromindividuals and from
pol i cymakers who wanted us to start down the road
to change that outdated, archaic law. And siXx
years later, it was done.

And a | ot of people took credit for
it, but you and I both know how it started. It
was Vel manette Montgonery, who never |ost sight
of what was really inmportant. It was the nost
vul nerabl e people in this state, children and
famlies. And those who didn't have high-priced
| awyers to fight for them who didn't have
advocates really who could deliver for them The
peopl e who just needed soneone who was going to
come to Al bany every day.

| used to tease her all the tine and
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say Vel manette really believes that for want of
an after-school program all the prisons would be
enpty. She really believed that. Because she
understood the value of early intervention in a
meani ngful way, that if we could work to help
kids at an early age -- that's why we worked on
creating the Close to Honme program to divert
kids out of the crimnal justice systemat an
early age. And we're seeing the fruits of that
now. Less and | ess young people are w nding up
in prison.

She dedi cated her life to inproving
the lives of people. The proof is in the
pudding. W all knowit. That's why we're here
today. You deserve so nuch nore, so nmuch nore
credit. And | only hope that those of us who
foll ow you live up to your reputation and we
never forget what you have asked us to do:
Protect the snmall, protect the vul nerable, and
never, ever forget why we were sent here, to
fight for those who can't fight for thensel ves.

| am proud to have served with you
Vel manette. | am proud to have known you. And |
am proud to have partaken in a small way in sone

of the work that you have done, because we
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together made a real difference for a | ot of
peopl e.

So congratul ati ons on your
retirement, and | hope that you finally are able
to enjoy it and enjoy your famly.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD
Senat or Parker on the resol ution.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| rise to add nmy voice to those who
are doing two things today; first, giving sone
honor and tribute to Black Hi story Month, and
certainly adding ny voice to those who are
honoring and | audi ng the work of Senator
Vel manette Montgonery. And naybe to the casua
observer they seemlike different things, but
they're very much within the same real m of
activity that we're doing here on the floor
t oday.

That we see that the creation of
African- Anrerican History Month out of Negro
Hi story Week, right, was really critical in the
devel opnent of even where we find ourselves now.

As we tal k about Black Lives Matter, as we talk
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about the enmergence of organizations |like the
NAACP and the Urban League, if you |ook at all of
t he nonentum that we saw devel op out of the

mur der of George Floyd, you don't get any of that
wi t hout African-Anericans having a good sense of
t hensel ves. Right?

And Carter G Wodson, in creating
this holiday, understood it to be a novenent that
was internal. Wen you read his works,
particularly The M s-Education of the Negro, he
is not tal king about schools, he's not talking
about we got to get Black Studies prograns into
schools and we've got to tal k about curricul uns
of inclusion. He was saying that we, as people
of African descent, have to know our history.

And he had no expectation that the | arge dom nant
white society would in fact do that for us.

And so he was really clear that it
was sonething that we had to do both on a nmacro
| evel, in the context of understanding the heroes
and sheroes of our community and of our diaspora,
but then al so understandi ng our own personal
hi stori es and where we actually cone from as
peopl e of African descent.

Much of Bl ack history has been
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dom nated by nmen. Right? You know, especially
here in Anerica, in the context of a patriarchal
society. But you have to understand that wonen
have al ways been side by side with nmen in what
they call a ma'atriarchal society. R ght?
Ma' atriachal, "Ma'at" referring to an ancient
Egyptian deity called Ma' at. She was bal ance.
She's where you get the 42 Declarations of
Virtue. But she is righteousness, rightful ness,
truth, order, balance. Right?

She was synbol i zed zoonor phically,
Senator, as an ostrich feather. Wy an ostrich
feather? Because on the -- what the Kenetic
peopl e knew, who you call ed the ancient
Egypti ans, what the Kenetic people knew is that
on the body of an ostrich, it had exactly the
sane nunber of feathers on both sides of the
ostrich: Bal ance, order, rightful ness,
reciprocity. Each one of those feathers was the
sanme height, sanme length, same wi dth. Bal ance,
order, righteousness, rightful ness.

They say that -- the Kenetic people
bel i eved that when God created the universe and
spoke his sacred nane into nothi ngness, and he

steps into the universe that is void at that
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poi nt, what exists is a square of Ma' at. That
the entire -- for ancient Egyptians, that the
entire universe is predicated on this notion, on
this fem nine notion of balance and order and

ri ght eousness.

And you see a history of African
wormen who then rule under that sanme idea of
order, of bal ance, of righteousness, of
rightful ness, right -- of bringing good into the
world, and |l et no good be | ost.

And so we begin with Nefertiti and
Cl eopatra, right, with Hatshepsut, right, with
t he Candace queens and Nzinga. Right? Wth
Yaa Asantewa. And understandi ng that that
history is absolutely connected to the history
that you see here in Arerica with people |ike
Harri et Tubman and Soj ourner Truth and Fanni e Lou
Haner and Ella Baker. Betty Shabazz. Coretta
Scott King. Shirley Chisholm Constance Baker
Motl ey. And Vel manette Montgonery.

There's a straight line in terns of
t he understandi ng of bringing truth and bal ance
and order to this place.

And you' ve heard ny col |l eagues talk

about her accol ades -- Rockefeller drug | aw,
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Rai se the Age, juvenile justice reform | nean,
the work on just providing access for black wonen
in the political arena. And sone of that was not
even just things that she legislated. Sone of it
was just her being, that sonebody that you
knew -- when | got elected here in 2002 and t ook
of fice in 2003, Senator Vel manette Mont gonery was
al ready a | egend, was al ready sonebody that | had
known about and had foll owed their work, also
bei ng from Brookl yn, because she was directly
connected to all of the inportant decisions that
were being made in ny life before that.

And having an opportunity not just
to serve with her in this body, but for a nunber
of years to literally sit next to her, at the
foot of the queen, has been the nobst inportant
experience of ny life here.

That | can't even begin to -- and
you' ve heard a | ot of people talk about their
per sonal experiences. | cannot begin to tell you

how much |'ve | earned by just watching her

manner. And you would learn -- you know t hat,
M ke, by the way | behave. 1'mnot saying that.
But what |'m saying -- not because | didn't |earn

it --

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

874

(Overtal k; laughter.)

SENATOR PARKER: | didn't say |
wasn't hardheaded, | just said | was taught it.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: You knew what
you were doi ng.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR PARKER ~ But the notion, as
we reflect on the | egacy of people |ike
John Lewis and we tal k about "good trouble," you
know, the person who brought good trouble here in
the State of New York has al ways been Vel nanette
Mont gonery. Sonebody who's al ways stood up and
made sure that we understood what the right thing
needed to be done, and made sure that the |east
of those in our conmmunities were al ways being
t hought of.

That at tinmes that we weren't
consi dering people who m ght be in prison and
peopl e who m ght have been in foster care and
wonen who m ght have been sex-trafficked and
young children who m ght be hone alone -- in the
nonment that we were not paying attention to that,
Vel manette Montgonery's eye was on the sparrow.
And she nade sure that she paid attention to the

| east of those in our community and adnoni shed us
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for not doing the sanme and al ways directed us
gently onto the right path.

And so |'mhere just to say
congratul ations for running a good race, for a
job well done. Thanking for you for not just
what you've poured into ne, but what you' ve
poured into this chanber on both sides of the
aisle -- man and woman, bl ack, Latino, Asian,
Jewi sh, Christian, all of us have benefited from
being in your presence and fromthe things that
you' ve taught us. Thank you so much

And just wi shing you nothing but joy
and happi ness on your travels going forward. And
we hope that you will not forget about us and
that you will continue to pour into us as you go
on to do even nore great things now that your
time has been freed up.

God bl ess you, Vel nanette
Mont gonery.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Jackson on the resol ution.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

So | rise this afternoon in order to

support the resolution put forward by our
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Majority Leader Andrea Stewart- Cousins.

And Vel manette Montgonery, nmny
sister, let ne thank you for your service. And I
didn't know how | ong you served until | heard it
today, 35 years in the New York State Senate.

And when | only canme here in January of 2019,

whi ch was just two years ago -- as Kevin Parker,
nmy col |l eague, said, you were here when he cane in
in 2003, and you were probably here when probably
98 percent of the people were not here.

And then | thought about the fact
that you served so long in this body, basically
inthe mnority -- in both the mnority and
majority we know what it takes in order to nove
itens. Especially when you're in the mnority,
it's pretty tough. But you were here in 2019
when Andrea Stewart-Cousins becanme the Majority
Leader. And so now you' ve reached the top of the
hill, and now you said: |'ve done ny job, it's
time for me to nove on

But | say to you, | amjust
fortunate enough to be able to serve with you for
atermof office. And so | thank you for your
servi ce.

Now I'd just like to read a little
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bit. At this opportunity and nonment cel ebrating
Bl ack Hi story Month, with Wonen's History
Month -- ur, ur, ur {gesturing; making engine
noi se} right around the corner --

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR JACKSON: -- Leader Andrea
St ewart - Cousins introduced this resolution
honoring you as the first-ever recipient of the
Senate Majority Leader's Legislative Legacy
Anvard. And let nme tell you, that's the best
thing that | say, that you're the first, never
t he | ast.

And it was an honor to serve with
you in the State Senate. And you are a
power house in the Legislature, and | val ue the
time | was able to | egislate al ongsi de you during
your 35 years of service to the people not only
of your district, but the entire State of New
Yor k and beyond.

And you were the chanpi on of many
i ssues. In many of themyour involvenment was
with youth and very positive causes in order to
hel p people uplift thenselves. And | asked ny
| egi slative director to please -- what are sone

of the bills that we have that you were carrying.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

878

Expandi ng the Enpire State Child Credit for
children under the age of five. Civic education
for students in Grades 5 through 12. TAP,
Tuition Assistance Program Awards for

i ncarcerated persons. And reorgani zi ng nayor al
control in New York City.

And that's just five. But you
probably introduced hundreds of themin your
tenure. And they're all for the good of the
peopl e of our state and your district and the
City of New York.

So Vel manette, thank you for your
service. The nost inportant thing, stay healthy.
Enj oy yourself, enjoy your famly. And in Arabic
| say "As-Sal amu Al ai kum " peace be upon you and
your famly. God bless you.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD
Resol ution 317 was previously adopted on
February 2nd.

The question is on Resol ution 400.
Al those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Opposed,

nay.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

879

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Mont gonery, on behal f of the
Senat e, congratul ati ons on receiving the
first-ever Senate Majority Leader's Legislative
Legacy Award.

Senators, let us rise and recognize
Senat or Mont gonery.

(Ext ended st andi ng ovation.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Let nme once again |et
Senat or Mont gonery know how wonderful it was to
see her back in the Senate chanber today.

At the request of the sponsors of
all the resolutions we took up today, they are
now open for cosponsorshi p.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
resol utions are open for cosponsorship. Should
you choose not to be a cosponsor of a resol ution,
pl ease notify the desk.

Senator G anari s.
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SENATCR G ANARI S: Let us now take
up the cal endar, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
103, Senate Print 192, by Senator Thomas, an act
to amend the General Business Law.

SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
115, Senate Print 931A, by Senator Kaplan, an act
to amend the Public Service Law and the Public
Aut horities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
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i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
116, Senate Print 1453A, by Senator Parker, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Cal | the

roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
117, Senate Print 1556, by Senator Parker, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Lay it aside for
t he day.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
will be laid aside for the day.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
246, Senate Print 544, by Senator Kanm nsky, an
act to anmend the Public Service Law and the

Educati on Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect 18 nonths after it shal
have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
248, Senate Print 929B, by Senator Kaplan, an act
to amend the Public Service Law and the
Public Authorities Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

883

Senat or Kaplan to explain her vote.

SENATOR KAPLAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| also have to nention it was really
wonderful to see Senator Montgonery here and for
us to recognize all her hard work throughout the
years that she has been part of this chanber.

Wth that, 1'd like to take this
time and thank our Majority Leader, Andrea
Stewart - Cousins, and ny Senate coll eagues for
prioritizing the issue of utility refornms and for
wor ki ng together hard to hold these hearings and
to introduce this great package of |egislation
that we are passing today.

PSEG Long Island and Altice put
Long I sl anders through hell this past August when
they conpletely failed in their response to
Tropical Stormlsaias. Thousands of ny
constituents were plunged into darkness and
uncertainty for days and weeks, threatening the
health and safety of themfor far too nany days
and literally endangering the lives of those with
serious nedi cal conditions.

It is clear that these utilities

need stricter guardrails and consuner protections
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in place to ensure we don't go through a
situation |i ke that ever again and to ensure that
our residents don't have to fear for their lives
or their livelihoods just because there is a
tropical stormin the forecast.

The package of |egislation we are
passi ng today, which includes two bills I'm proud
to sponsor, is the beginning of our effort to
protect vul nerable New Yorkers and to ensure our
utilities are prepared for the next stormlike
t hat .

There are still big conversations to
be had on this topic, and nore nust be done. But
|"m proud that we are taking these inportant
actions today, and | cast ny vote affirmatively.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD
Senat or Kaplan to be recorded in the affirnmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 248, voting in the negative: Senator
Ober acker .

Ayes, 62. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
249, Senate Print 968, by Senator Gaughran, an
act to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Gaughran to explain his vote.

SENATOR GAUGHRAN: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

And | too would just like to say
what an honor it was, even though it was only one
two-year term to get to serve with
Senat or Montgonery and the | egacy that she has
left in this chanber. And she would al ways be
fighting for the people, and that's what we are
doi ng today.

This August, Tropical Stormlsaias
| aid bare the extent of the Long Island Power
Aut hority's failure to provide oversight over

PSEG In a nodern society there is no reason why
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a 93-year-old wonan who relies on oxygen to |ive,
who is on PSEG s critical care list, should be
told by PSEGto go call a friend or 911, there is
not hing we can do for you. So | ask, where was
LI PA during this crisis?

| could go on and tal k about all the
horror stories that nmany of us w tnessed
firsthand. A constituent of mne, nine nonths
pregnant, who with conplications having to sl eep
in the backyard on lawn furniture after eight
days of calling and not getting any hel p.

Col d Spring Harbor Laboratory, where
they were doing mllions of dollars of research
dealing with COVID- 19, not being told the truth
and all the failures there.

A sewage treatnent plant that
fortunately the generator didn't give up -- give
out, and we didn't have an environnental
di sasters in the Long Island Sound. | can go on
and on.

But it is inportant that today we
are taking these steps so that finally we are
maki ng sure that both LIPA and PSEG have the
proper oversight. This sweeping legislation wll

make sure that there will be transparency and
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there will finally be the ability for

Long | sl anders, when their power goes out, to
have sone sort of recourse so that hopefully we
never have to face these nightrmares in the
future.

Madam President, | vote in the
affirmative. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Gaughran to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
250, Senate Print 1199, by Senator G anaris, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
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the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 250, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, Boyle, Giffo,
Jordan, Martucci, Mattera, Oberacker, O Mara,
Ott, Rath, Ritchie, Stec and WeiKk.

Ayes, 50. Nays, 13.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
254, Senate Print 1544A, by Senator Kani nsky, an
act to anend the Public Service Law and the
Public Authorities Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD
Senat or Kam nsky to explain his vote.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

As we | ook across the country and
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see what's happening in Texas right now, we
understand the inportance of having utilities
that are held accountable and in which we have
proper regul ations in place.

And this August, after
Tropical Stormlsaias ravaged Long |sland, too
many people were left in the dark, both literally
and figuratively, wthout answers as to what was
goi ng on.

And in the aftermath, when
guestioning their executives about what went
wrong, they had the tenerity to tell us that
their salaries were secret and we were not
entitled to know what they are, even though
they're funded by the very ratepayers that they
| et down.

And, by the way, this was in the
context of a conversation of determ ning whether
they were going to set some funds aside to help
rei nburse ratepayers for spoiled food and ot her
necessities |like medicine. The answer we got was
“None of your business.”

Well, today we vote to make it our
business. This vote will mean that utility

executives for both water conpanies and el ectric
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conpani es and other big utilities have to
di scl ose each year how nuch their top executives
make. They're funded by the ratepayers. W're
entitled to know. Transparency matters when it
comes to holding utilities accountable, and this
is one such inportant step today.

l"d like to thank the Majority
Leader for her dedication and attention to these
critical issues on utility reformfor residents,
and | vote in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD
Senat or Kam nsky to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 254, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Gallivan
Giffo, Helmng, Jordan, Martucci, Cberacker,
O wvara, Ott, Rath and Stec.

Ayes, 51. Nays, 12.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
331, Senate Print 3085, by Senator

St ewart - Cousins, an act to anend the
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Real Property Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
342, Senate Print 3083, by Senator Salazar, an
act to establish an LGBT Youth and Young Adult
Sui ci de Prevention Task Force.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

892

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Jackson to explain his vote.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

My colleagues, | rise in order to
speak in support of Senate Bill 3408, along with
another bill that's com ng up, S3083, by Senator
Sal azar, and Senate Bill 3408, by Senator Brouk,
of Rochester.

And so | rise to explain for this
bill and its conpanions, fromthe nonent the
pandem c arrived, every crack in the nation's
f oundati on was exposed and deepened. But when it
comes to suicide prevention, the system was
already failing. Suicides anmong young adults
wer e al ready skyrocketing before the pandem c
started.

Now nmany experts fear that the
situation is only going to get worse. And in
fact 1 heard on the news just two days ago that
in the nunber of students in the New York City
school system five children commtted suicide.
In all of last year, the entire school year,
there was four. So we've already surpassed that

fromlast year.
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But since the coronavirus arrived,
depression and anxi ety across our state and the
wor |l d has become ranmpant. And according to the
CDC, one in four young adults have struggled with
sui ci dal thoughts since the coronavirus hit.
Even nore alarm ng, suicide rates for Bl ack
chil dren have doubl ed.

And we need to know why our Bl ack
youth are falling victimto high suicide rates.
Is it driven by the pandem c, racial unrest,
stressful relationships at home, or all or a
conbi nati on of these? The one sure answer is we
need to do sonething about it. And as Senator
Brouk's bill does, that's what we need to do.

Lesbi an, gay and bi sexual youth are
facing simlar spikes and were already five tine
nore |likely to have attenpted suicide than
non- LGBTQ yout h before the pandem c. And we want
young LGBTQ people to know they are not al one,
and that the adults in their lives need to know
when and how to support thembest. And that is
why Senator Sal azar's legislation is so
i mportant.

Sui ci de prevention is a personal

thing for ne on many | evels. During ny days at
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the Gty Council, | worked hard to ensure that
t he suicide hotline would not be elimnated
during the budget negotiations with then-Myor
Bl oonberg. Many famlies have depended on this
service for their |oved one's survival -- not
only them but nmy own famly included.

And as our young people fight
through a toxic mx of isolation and econom c
devastati on which could further increase this
wave of suicides, we nust take action.

So today | stand in proud support of
Senator Brouk's and Senator Salazar's bills, with
gratitude for their chanpioning of this issue,
and | vote aye to save |ives.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Jackson to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
343, Senate Print 3408, by Senator Brouk, an act
to establish a Black Youth Suicide Prevention

Task Force.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
344, Senate Print 3409, by Senator Brouk, an act
to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
345, Senate Print 3476, by Senator Parker, an act
to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Parker to explain his vote.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you very
much, Madam Presi dent.

| rise today to add ny voice to ny
col | eagues who are tal king about the issue of
mental heal th.

And during this pandem c where
people are fighting for both their Iives and
their livelihoods, the thing that's gotten caught

in the mddle of that is people's nmental health.
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Peopl e have been stuck at honme, some of themfor
al nost a year. People have been torn away from
their jobs, fromtheir | oved ones, fromtheir
schools, fromtheir famlial groups. W have, in
our stay-at-hone orders, have inadvertently stuck
peopl e who are being abused in with their

abusers.

So it's inportant that we start
paying nore attention to this. And what ny bil
does today is creates a nmechanismto make sure
that as we're providing this nmental health help,
that we give it the same kind of priority within
t he context of insurance and econom c support as
we do physical health, that we need to do both.

And in this nonent, nental health is
critically inportant. You know, there's a nunber
of coll eagues who have bills today -- Senator
Sal azar's bill on LGBTQ support, you know,

Senat or Brouk's | egislation on African-Anerican
young people and suicide rates. Al of these
things are inportant.

| "' m happy to stand up in support of
all this legislation, and | vote aye on ny bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD

Senator Parker to be recorded in the affirnmative.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

898

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
369, Senate Print 3784A, by Senator Conrie, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Rei chlin-Mel nick to explain his vote.

SENATOR REI CHLI N- MELNI CK: Thank
you, Madam Presi dent.

| just rise to support this bill
very strongly. This is a great piece of
| egi sl ati on because | ast summer the residents of
my district and all over the state were hit hard
by Tropical Stormlsaias. And this is something

whi ch woul d hel p, because there were peopl e who
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were wi thout power for days, tens of thousands of
people in ny district and all over our state.

This bill would require that utility
conpanies, if they can't get the power back on,
rei nburse people for their spoiled food, for
their prescription nedicines, reinburse a snall
busi ness that has to throw out thousands of
dollars worth of neat, of produce, of food from
ordinary refrigerators.

And | think it's long past time we
passed this bill. 1'mproud to be a cosponsor,
and | think it's common sense that we make sure
t hat people are made whol e after these natura
di sasters. So I'mvoting in support of the bill,
and thanks for it com ng up.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Rei chlin-Mel nick to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
373, Senate Print 4960, by Senator Myer, an act

to anmend the Public Service Law.
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SENATOR LANZA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Lay it
asi de.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Now we will take up the
controversial calendar, starting with
Cal endar 116.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
116, Senate Print 1453A, by Senator Parker, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Lanza, why do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent, |
bel i eve there's an amendnent at the desk. |
wai ve the readi ng of that anmount and ask that you
recogni ze Senator Boyle to be heard.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senator Lanza. Upon review of the

anmendnent , i n accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B,
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| rule it nongermane and out of order at this
tinme.

SENATOR LANZA: Accordi ngly,

Madam Presi dent, | appeal the ruling of the chair
and ask that Senator Boyl e be recogni zed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and Senator
Boyl e may be heard.

SENATOR BOYLE: Thank you, Madam
President, for the opportunity to speak on this
amendnent .

| would argue that this amendnent is
in fact germane. The bill-in-chief extends a
noratoriumon utility term nation of services
after the COVID 19 state of emergency is lifted
and expires. Since the start of pandem c, the
Governor has issued nunerous executive orders
related to the noratorium and suspensi ons of both
services and of | aws.

It is tinme for the Legislature to
get back to doing the people's work. This
bill-in-chief and this hostile amendnent both
would aimto do just that.

This is now the 16th tinme since My

that my coll eagues and | have put forward an
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amendnent in this house to renove the Governor's
energency powers and restore the Legislature as a
coequal branch of governnent.

Each tinme our coll eagues across the
ai sl e have voted agai nst this amendnent, despite
the fact that we all know that many of the
col |l eagues in the Majority share our feelings.

In fact, the amendnment we are noving today was

i ntroduced just |ast week as a bill by one of
your colleagues in the Majority. It is very
simlar to the bill that was introduced by

Senat or Hel m ng | ast sumer.

Let me be clear: This is not a
partisan or political issue. This is an issue of
doing what's right for the people of this state,
t he peopl e who elected us to serve them

G ven recent reports of the
Governor's office's purposeful w thhol ding of
data fromthe Legislature and the public, this
shoul d have been our first order of business when
we returned to session. W should not be forced
to continue to put forward this amendnent when
there is clear support on both sides of the
aisle. And we know this would be just the first

st ep.
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The powers that we gave the Governor
on an energency basis were done on a bipartisan
basis. The vote | have here, it passed 53 to 4.
Republ i cans and Denocrats both supported giving
the President -- giving the Governor energency
powers. W can take them back on a bipartisan
basi s.

Let nme put this another way that
some of ny col |l eagues on the other side of the
ai sle may appreciate. There's going to be a
docunentary nade about this -- | don't know if
it's going to be on HBO or HBO Max or Netfli x,
but there's going to be a docunentary nade. And
just like every powerful and inpactful
docunentary, there's going to be a victim
There's going to be victins, 15,000-plus New
Yorkers who died in nursing hones and their
famlies and their grieving friends. There's
al so going to be villains. | think the villains
probably are going to be the Governor, | think
the villain is going to be Melissa DeRosa.

How do you wite that? Her father
was a big | obbyist for the very hospitals that
benefited from some of these executive orders.

read recently that her nother-in-lawis the
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U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of
New York. This is a docunmentary in the nmaking.

Probably the health conm ssioner,
Howar d Zucker .

Thi s docunentary is going to have
heroes. | believe the first hero is going to be
Assenbl yman Ron Kim for standing up and speaki ng,
as we all know, truth to power. The advocates
who have asked for responsibility and openness,
transparency, they're going to be true heroes.
The nine workers of the New York State Departnent
of Health who resigned based on principle,
because their expertise was being ignored by the
Governor and his staff, they will be heroes.

The Republicans, both the Assenbly
and the Senate, we're not going to be heroes, but
we'll be on the side of the angels.

The only role in this docunentary
that's up -- is a question is where the Senate
Majority is going to be. Were are the Denocrats
going to be in this docunentary, are they going
to be on the side of the angels or the other
si de?

That bei ng said, Madam President, |

appeal the ruling of the chair and | ask the
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anmendnent be rul ed germane. Thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Thank
you, Senat or.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair signify by saying aye.

SENATOR LANZA: Request a show of
hands.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we' ve agreed to wai ve the showi ng of hands and
record each nenber of the Mnority in the
affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: W t hout
obj ection, so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is

closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.
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Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Announce
the results.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Parker to explain his vote.

SENATOR PARKER: Thank you,

Madam Presi dent, to explain my vote.

This legislation is an extender of a
utility noratorium W passed the original
version of this bill back in June, really as we
real ly began the begi nning of our journey with
this pandenmic. W had peopl e obviously who had
| ost their jobs, not being able to pay their
rent, not being able to pay their property taxes
or their nortgages, and of course not being able
to pay their utilities.

We're hoping to get to a place where
we'll be able to address these arrears, but it
was inmportant that in this noment the State of

New Yor k recogni zed that people weren't able to
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pay their bills because of no fault of their own,
but because of the pandemc. And we're
addressing that issue right now

This legislation actually has becone
a national nodel, and |I'm proud to have had an
opportunity to work with the advocates, to
sponsor it, and |I'm hoping that ny coll eagues
will vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD
Senator Parker to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 116, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Lanza, Oberacker, Ott and
St ec.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
103, Senate Print 192, by Senator Thomas, an act
to amend the General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mar t ucci .

SENATOR MARTUCCI : Thank you,
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Madam Presi dent. Through you, will the sponsor
yield for a question?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR THOVAS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor will vyield.

SENATOR MARTUCCI : Thank you, Madam
Presi dent .

In review ng this piece of
| egi sl ation, which is designed to extend
Lenon Law protections to comrercial vehicles,
comercial vehicle sales, is the sponsor aware of
t he two-step manufacturing process that's
i nherent in commercial vehicle manufacture?

SENATOR THOVAS: Thr ough you,

Madam President, | do not.
SENATOR MARTUCCI : Madam Pr esi dent ,
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR THOVAS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTUCCI : So to provide a
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little bit of background, | guess, to ny
guestion, typically with respect to conmerci al
vehi cl es, the manufacturing process is a

mul ti stage process whereby one nanufacturer
manuf act ures the chassis portion of the vehicle
and anot her manufacturer nanufactures significant
ot her portions of the vehicle.

So for exanple, an anbul ance, which
is typically produced on either a Ford or a
CGeneral Mtors chassis, will then have a body
nmounted on it by an anbul ance conpany, and then
anot her manufacturer will rmount things |ike
lights and sirens.

So in the production of that
vehicle, there are nmultiple nmanufacturers that
are producing the vehicle. That's what | nean by
a mul ti-mnufacturer process.

So ny question is, was that
consideration paid in the crafting of this
| egi sl ati on?

SENATOR THOVAS: Thr ough you,

Madam President, | don't seemto understand what
this has to do with the bill

The bill is tal king about protecting

consuners and extending warranties if there is a
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manuf acturing defect. Regardl ess of whether they
manufacture it with a two-step or five-step
process, there's obviously still going to be a
manuf act uri ng def ect sonewhere around there, and
this is protecting against it.

SENATCOR MARTUCCI : Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR THOVAS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTUCCI : Thank you.

So ny question then would be the way
that the bill is witten, in the case where there
are multiple manufacturers of a vehicle, which
manuf act urer woul d be responsi bl e for warrantying
t he defect?

SENATOR THOVAS: So through you,
Madam Presi dent, anyone -- any nanufacturer that
has something to do with the defect will be held
responsible in repairing that defect.

SENATOR MARTUCCI : Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WI1l the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR THOVAS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTUCC : Wuld this
consuner -- as outlined in the bill, would the

word "consuner," as defined in the bill, apply to
| arge corporate conmercial entities |ike, for
exanpl e, rental car conpanies or taxi fleet
conmpani es?

SENATOR THOVAS: Thr ough you,
Madam President. That's why specifically in the
bill "consunmer"” was replaced with "purchaser,” to
actually fix that issue with the definition

SENATOR MARTUCCI : Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCR THOVAS: Yes, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTUCCI : Thank you.

Since there are very few vehicles

that are actually produced right here in New York
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State, how would this bill apply to vehicles that
are produced outside of New York State?

SENATOR THOVAS: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, there is the federal warranty
law, which is | believe called the Magnuson- Moss
Warranty Act, that will cover this if it's
outside of the State of New York

SENATOR MARTUCCI : Thank you,
Madam Presi dent. Through you, will the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR THOVAS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTUCCI : In the
| egi slation are there any excl usi ons made
specifically for overwei ght vehicles.

SENATOR THOVAS: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, right now, no, there isn't.

But again, no anendnments were sent
to my office to consider any of this.

SENATOR MARTUCCI : Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield, through you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WI1l the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR THOVAS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR MARTUCCI : The same sort of
guestion, were there any axle restrictions as
outlined in the bill?

SENATOR THOVAS: Thr ough you,
Madam Pr esi dent, no.

And agai n, no anendnents were sent
to my office to address that issue.

SENATOR MARTUCCI : Thank you.

Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Martucci on the bill.

SENATOR MARTUCCI : First, thank you
to my col |l eague Senator Thomas for answering ny
guestions today.

On the surface, this bill nakes
sense. Wiy shouldn't we apply a Lenon Law
protection to conmercial purchases and | eases,
just in the same way we do for any typical
consuner ?

The problemis that the bill shows a

| ack of understanding with respect to the
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comercial industry as it relates to these types
of purchases. As sonmeone who owns a bus conpany,
| can tell you firsthand that vehicles that are
produced by nmultiple manufacturers are not
warrantyabl e |i ke a singl e-stage nmanufact ured
vehi cl e.

This bill will create confusion as
to which manufacturer is responsible for the
warranty protections. And in addition,
comerci al vehicles al ready have comerci al
warranty protections on them This is true of a
bus or a truck or an anbul ance or really any
vehicle that's produced or purchased here in this
st at e.

It's also true for rental car
conpanies |like Enterprise and Avis. They sinply
don't need this bill. And fromwhat |'ve read,
they don't want this bill either.

Only in Al bany would the Legislature
| ook to substitute its opinion for the collective
wi sdom of an industry, and groups like the
Busi ness Counci| oppose this bill. It doesn't
make sense, and it shouldn't be here for a vote
on the floor.

And for those reasons, | believe
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it's a bad bill, it creates nore problens than it
solves, and I"'mgoing to be recorded in the
negati ve.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Are
t here any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 25. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Thomas to explain his vote.

SENATOR THOVAS: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

This is a very inmportant bill before
us today. Like I nentioned nonments ago during
t he debate, you know, our businesses are
suffering, they're vulnerable to bad actors, and
added protection is needed. Currently New York
State Lenon Law only protects consuners

purchasi ng a vehicle for personal needs from
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deceitful selling practices and faulty
manuf act uri ng.

This bill changes that and all ows
vehicles that are used primarily for conmerci al
or business purposes to be covered, including
t hose purchased by small busi nesses. Businesses
are not exenpt from being victinms of predatory
sellers, nor are the vehicles they purchase
i mune to possible flaws in the manufacturing
process.

More than half of all states already
i ncl ude vehicl es purchased for conmerci al
purposes in the Lenon Law statutes. W will join
them when this is signed into | aw

| vote in the affirmative,

Madam Presi dent. Thank you

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Thomas to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 103, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle,
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Jordan, Lanza,
Martucci, Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott,

Pal umbo, Rath, Ritchie, Serino, Stec, Tedisco and
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Ayes, 43. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
373, Senate Print 4960, by Senator Myer, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Borrell o.

SENATOR BORRELLO Yes,
Madam Presi dent, will the sponsor yield for a
guesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes, happy to.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

Thank you, Senator Mayer. Good to

see you.
SENATOR MAYER: Good to see you
t 0o.
SENATOR BORRELLO A question. One
of the key elenents of this bill is that it would

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

918

remove any cap or any limtation on fines that
can be inposed on a utility conpany for
violations. Am1l correct in that interpretation?
WIIl this basically allow for unlimted fine
anmount s?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,
Madam Presi dent, what the bill does is in
sticking up for consuners and ratepayers, it
elimnates the statutory cap and i nstead inposes
a nunmber of specific factors that the Public
Servi ce comm ssion nust determne after finding a
viol ation has occurred.

So once there is a violation, then
t hey anal yze the factors and they determ ne the
anount of the appropriate penalty or fine,
t hereby protecting ratepayers and consuners.

SENATCOR BORRELLO Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

So with that, though, there is no
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specific Iimt that this bill or this Legislature
will be putting on fines. Theoretically, there
coul d be any dollar anpbunt of any kind, based on
the language in this bill.

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent. Again, there nust be a finding
of a violation. No utility conpany has anything
to worry about if they have not violated the
rules or the | aw.

Even after doing so, these factors
nmust be applied which give the Public Service
Conmmi ssi on di scretion.

But at the end of the day, talk to
consuners, ratepayers and those who are dependent
on our utility conpanies. They believe that
these fines in the past have been a cost of doing
busi ness and we nust change the way these
conpani es oper at e.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATOR BORRELLO Let me first say
that 1 agree with you that oftentinmes businesses
do | ook at these as just a cost of doing
busi ness, rather than providing the service, so
we agree on that. But |I'm concerned about the
nature of this being unlimted, in essence.

So the next question | have is this
bill also seens to reach beyond gas and electric
conpani es and could al so capture other utilities
i ke tel ecommuni cations, cable, internet
providers. Wuld that be the case? Is that the
intent?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

Madam President. This bill, one, reaches
entities that are already regulated in sone
fashion by the Public Service Conm ssion. |t
does inpose additional requirenents for cable and
t el ephone conpanies to actually prepare and file
an emergency service plan, which is shared, which
is absolutely essential for custonmers to know
what the requirenments are.

But this does not expand the scope
of the authority of the Public Service
Comm ssi on, which already has authority over

utility conpani es and has some regul atory
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authority over cable and tel ephone conpani es.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
will the sponsor continue to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO On page 4,
line 16 of this bill, the word "reasonably" has
been struck. Can the sponsor explain how the
effect of this amendnent -- what's the effect of
this anmendnent? Striking the word "reasonably,"
what is the inpact of that? So does that nean
that it is strictly liable for any breakdown
that -- even though there's no fault of their
own?

In other words, if it wasn't their
fault there was a breakdown because the word
"reasonabl y" has been struck fromthis bill, does
that nmake themstill liable even if it wasn't
their fault?

SENATOR MAYER: Thr ough you,

Madam Presi dent. Again, first there nmust be a

finding of a violation. And what we have seen

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

922

historically is violations have been basically
m ni m zed because the utilities cone in and say
it was a reasonabl e violation.

This says the PSC nust actually
review, for exanple, which act or omssion led to
the violation, whether it was knowing or willful,
whether it was recurring or had been the subject
of a previous finding. Wether it -- for
exanple, it dealt with econom c | osses of
rat epayers.

And finally, for any conmpany -- and
my focus here is on consuners and ratepayers.

But legitimately, if any conpany worries, there
are -- Factor (k), mtigating factors relevant to
t he seriousness of the violation as determ ned by
t he conm ssi on.

There's nore than adequate
protection here for the conpanies. But we need
to build in the protection for the consunmers and
ratepayers. And that's what this does, by taking
away what has been an excuse of reasonabl eness as
applied to violations.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

Madam President, will the sponsor

continue to yield.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR MAYER: Surely.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Yes, the |ast
one.

Well, by ny reading of this bill,
hypothetically an officer of a tel ecommunications
conpany coul d be assessed any anount for any
violation of the |aw, regul ation, or any order,
whet her or not the act was willful. And that's
the part that | have an issue wth.

Was that your intention, to nake
t hem basically have an unlimted potential for a
fine, even for sonething that wasn't done
willfully?

SENATOR MAYER: Through you, Madam
President. Under Section 25A, which is the
adm ni strative proceedi ngs, officers can be held
liable for willful violations.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or

Borrello on the bill.
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SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

Senat or Mayer, thank you very much
for indulging me. | appreciate it very much.

You know, the -- | understand the
need to want to protect consuners, and that that
absol utely should be our priority. But
oftentimes there's uni ntended consequences where
t hey pass al ong what would be an unlimted fine
anount ultimately to the ratepayers. And that's
part of my concern.

But there's another part to this
too. Let ne first read a quote. The quote that
| have here is "I propose an up-front fine
structure by the PSC that is sinple,
straightforward, and may finally provide the rea
financial incentive that these utility conpanies
need and understand."”

These aren't nmy words. Those are
actually the words of a fornmer menber of this
body, of the Senate Denocratic Conference, and
the current Westchester County Executive George
Latinmer. He said that in this testinony to the
j oi nt Senat e- Assenbly hearing on the power
comuni cations failure from Tropical Storm

| sai as.
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So the county executive, a fornmer
menber of this body, felt that we needed a
sinpl er and nore defined way to nake these
conpani es nore accountable. But, you know, the
guestion is how do we inprove their response,
right?

But instead of really digging into
this i ssue and advanci ng proposal s that woul d
inmprove utility response and provide a
straightforward and sinple, |like he said, fine
structure, this body is deciding to do exactly
t he opposite and is noving to vote on a piece of
| egi sl ation that hands unfettered power to the
Executive, to the CGovernor.

| mean, | can't believe we're
passing a bill right now, in this current
environnment, that's going to hand nore unfettered
power to this Governor. That's really the issue
her e.

The Governor will have the ability
to fine conpanies at an unlimted anount for a
pretty nmuch unlimted amount of reasons. That
could very easily be abused. And | think we've
| earned a |l esson recently that this Governor has

the propensity to utilize that type of power in
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an abusi ve manner.

So handing this power to this
CGovernor at this nmoment in time | think is
particularly irresponsible. | understand the
nature of what we're trying to do;, we're trying
to protect consumers. | understand the inpact of
that tropical storm W saw what happened in
Texas recently. These conpani es need to be held
account abl e.

This is not the way to nake these
conmpani es accountable. 1t's an expansive
increase in the Governor's power. This body
needs to reassert itself as a separate coequal
branch of governnent. W need to stop handi ng
t he Governor unlimted power and authority.
We've seen the tragic results of that in recent
nont hs.

So at the very least, this bill"'s
timng is poor. But on top of that, it certainly
goes directly against our constitutional
obligation to be a separate, coequal branch of
government, and 1'Il be voting no.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Are

t here any other Senators w shing to be heard?
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Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 8. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mayer to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Ni ne years ago ny district and nany,
many constituents suffered through Superstorm
Sandy. In testinony after that storm | said
Sandy made clear our infrastructure, staffing and
the system of accountability is sinply
ill-prepared to respond to these increasingly
comon and powerful storns.

Ironically, after Superstorm Sandy
the Legi sl ature passed Section 25A that we're
tal ki ng about today. It was supposed to be a
tool to ensure that utility conpanies actually

responded to the legitimte demands of ratepayers
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and custoners. But it has not worked.

Tropical Stormlsaias hit our region
hard, but it wasn't the worst stormwe have seen
or will see. W will see worse. As we've seen
in Texas, we will see very serious clinmate change
affect all of our communities.

But these conpani es statew de have
acted in derogation of their duties, and the fact
is the current |aw has not held them responsi bl e.
They have seen the fines and penalties as a cost
of doi ng business and a cost that has
unfortunately not changed their behavior.

After this last storm anong the
constituents who wote to nme or called ne were
sonme who were forced to remain in a healthcare
facility because the facility would not discharge
the patient until her electricity was restored,
because she needed electricity for her
I'ife-sustaining equi prent.

Anot her coul d not get the power
restored when his wife had |ife-sustaining
nmedi cati ons which required refrigeration.

El ected | eaders |ike nyself and our
county executive, George Latiner, could not get

phone calls returned, could not get electric and
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cabl e conpani es to coordi nate and work together,
could not get realistic and tinely information
about restorations -- and frankly we and, nore

i nportant, our constituents were ignored.

Rat epayers and custoners are tired
of the costs of violations being deened the cost
of doi ng business and just ignored until the next
storm And | promised to ny constituents | would
not let there be another stormwthout a
substantial and neani ngful response.

This legislation will do that by
elimnating statutory caps on penalties and
sheddi ng vague | anguage regardi ng whether a
violation occurred. This will enpower the Public
Service Commi ssion -- and | rem nd us, the
menbers of which are confirned by this body, and
is an i ndependent body under the law -- to
respond to violations by utilities in a way that
is proportionate to the seriousness of the
vi ol ations and significant enough to incentivize
i mproved conpliance.

In addition, this bill requires
cabl e and phone conpanies to submt energency
response plans for review and approval, which

wi | | enhance oversight of these industries and
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hel p prevent the kind of service outage debacle
that we lived through in nmy district |ast August.

l"d like to thank the Majority
Leader for bringing this inportant bill to the
floor, and the staff of -- my staff, Mke Press
and Rob Habermann, for their great work and open
m nds about finding a way forward.

To the people of New York and to ny
constituents, | say we heard your frustration, we
share it. Wth this bill and the others passed
t oday, we convey your nessage to these conpani es:
There will not be another tinme where this happens
agai n.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: Senat or
Mayer to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 373, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle,
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Jordan, Lanza,
Martucci, Mattera, Cberacker, O Mara, Ott,
Pal unbo, Rath, Ritchie, Serino, Stec, Tedisco and
Vi k.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 20.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Returning to notions and resol utions
for a nonent, on behalf of Senator Brisport, on
page 25 | offer the follow ng anendnents to
Cal endar 341, Senate Print 4378, and ask that
said bill retain its place on the Third Readi ng
Cal endar .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
amendnents are received, and the bill shal
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: And on behal f of
Senat or Ranps, on page 25 | offer the follow ng
amendnents to Cal endar 337, Senate Print 3211
and ask that said bill retain its place on Third
Readi ng Cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: The
amendnents are received, and the bill shal
retain its place on the Third Readi ng Cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any

further business at the desk?
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: There is
no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | nove to
adj ourn until tonorrow, Wdnesday, February 24th,
at 11: 00 a. m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT PERSAUD: On
notion, the Senate stands adjourned until
Wednesday, February 24th, at 11:00 a. m

(Wher eupon, at 5:27 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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