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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

January 25, 2021
3:31 p.m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR SHELLEY B. MAYER, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senate, Sunday,
January 24, 2021, the Senate met pursuant to
adj ournnment. The Journal of Saturday,
January 23, 2021, was read and approved. On
noti on, Senate adj ourned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Kavanagh
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 954 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 893, Third Readi ng

Cal endar 46.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Kam nsky
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 953 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 902, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 55.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
substitution is so ordered.

Messages from the Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
| want to start session by noting that, sadly,
the Buffalo Bills were unsuccessful yesterday.
W' ve been rooting them good |uck every week as

we' ve been here, but it was a hell of a season,
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and we're sure there are better things in the
future for them So congratulations to Buffalo
and all New Yorkers.

There will be an i medi ate neeting
of the Finance Comrmittee in Room 332, followed by
a neeting of the Rules Conmittee as soon as
Fi nance concl udes, in the sanme room

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There wi ||
be an i nmedi ate neeting of the Finance Commttee,
foll owed by a neeting of the Rules Conmittee, in
Room 332.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 3:33 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
3:45 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The Senat e
will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Is there a
report of the Finance Commttee at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is a
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report of the Finance Commttee at the desk.
The Secretary will read.
THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the
following bill:

Senate Print 2511, Senate Budget

Bill, an act to anmend Chapter 53 of the Laws of
2020.

The bill is reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Finance Conmttee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al in
favor of accepting the Conmttee on Finance
report signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The report
is accepted and before the house.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Is there a
report of the Rules Conmittee at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is a

report of the Rules Conmittee at the desk.
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The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bills:

Senate Print 1632, by Senator Mayer,
an act to anmend the El ection Law,

Senate Print 1644, by Senator
Cooney, an act to amend the El ection Law,

Senate Print 1705A, by Senator
Hi nchey, an act to anend the El ection Law,

Senate Print 2074, by Senator Mayer,
an act to anmend the Labor Law,

Senate Print 2075, by Senator
Brisport, an act to amend the Fam |y Court Act
and a chapter of the Laws of 2020;

Senate Print 2076, by Senator
G anaris, an act to anend the El ection Law,

Senate Print 2556, by Senator
Savino, an act to anend the Adm nistrative Code
of the City of New York;

Senate Print 2557, by Senator
Har ckham an act to anmend the Public Service Law,

Senate Print 2558, by
Senat or Kennedy, an act to amend the Vehicle and

Traffic Law
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Senate Print 2733, by Senator My,
an act to anmend the El ection Law

Al bills reported direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Committee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Al in
favor of accepting the Rules Commttee report
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Opposed,
nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The report
is accepted and before the house.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
at this tinme can we take up the reading of the
cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 25,
Senate Print 872, by Senator Benjamn, an act to
anend a chapter of the Laws of 2020.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2020.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 26,
Senate Print 873, by Senator Liu, an act to anmend
t he Social Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2020.

SENATOR O MARA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 30,
Senate Print 877, by Senator Rivera, an act to

anend the Public Health Law
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SENATOR O MARA: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 31,
Senate Print 878, by Senator Kam nsky, an act to
amend the Social Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2020.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 38,
Senate Print 885, by Senator Conrie, an act to
anmend the Real Property Actions and Proceedi ngs
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the same date and in the

same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2020.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.
THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 38, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Gallivan
Hel m ng, Jordan, Martucci, O Mara, Ott, Pal unbo,
Rath, Ritchie, Serino, Stec, Tedisco and WeiKk.
Ayes, 48. Nays, 15.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.
THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 45,
Senate Print 892, by Senator Parker, an act to
amend the Public Service Law.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the same date and in the

same nanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2020.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Cal | the
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roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 45, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Gllivan, Hel m ng,
Qberacker, O Mara, Ott and Serino.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 7.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 46,
Assenbly Print Nunber 954, substituted earlier by
Assenbl ynmenber Wal l ace, an act to anend the State
Technol ogy Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2020.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce

the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 46, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Boyle,
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel m ng, Jordan, Cberacker,

O vara, Ott, Palunbo, Rath, Ritchie, Serino,
Skoufis and Wi k.

Ayes, 47. Nays, 16.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 50,
Senate Print 897, by Senator Harckham an act to
anend a chapter of the Laws of 2020.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast secti on.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2020.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |

i s passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 54,
Senate Print 901, by Senator Harckham an act to
amend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he
| ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 6. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 54, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Gallivan
Lanza, Ott, Ritchie and Serino.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 7.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 55,
Assenbly Print Nunber 953, substituted earlier by
Assenbl ymenber Engl ebright, an act to anmend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Read t he

| ast section.
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THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 55, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Gallivan
Giffo, Helmng, Cberacker, Ott, Rath and
Ritchie.

Ayes, 54. Nays, 9.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Can we now t ake
up the suppl enrental cal endar.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
144, Senate Budget Bill, Senate Print 2511, an
act to anmend Chapter 53 of the Laws of 2020.

SENATOR O MARA: Lay it aside.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Lay it
asi de.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's suppl enental cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Can we now take up the readi ng of
t he controversial cal endar, beginning with
Cal endar Nunber 30.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 30,
Senate Print 877, by Senator Rivera, an act to
amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
O Mara, why do you rise?

SENATCR O MARA: M. President
{sic}, there should be an anmendnent at the desk.
| waive the reading of that anmendnment and ask
that you recogni ze Senat or Pal unbo to be heard.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or O Mar a.

Upon review of the anendnent, in

accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
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nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR O MARA: Accordi ngly,
Madam Presi dent -- excuse ne for calling you
“"M." a nonent ago -- | appeal the ruling of the
chair and ask that Senator Pal unbo be recognized
and heard on that appeal.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The appeal
has been nade and recogni zed, and Senator Pal unbo
may be heard.

SENATOR PALUVBO Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

| appeal the ruling of the chair,
and the proposed anendnment is germane to the
bill-in-chief because both pieces of |egislation
emanate fromthe coronavirus pandem c. This
anmendnent woul d repeal the extraordi nary powers
granted to the Governor which have enabl ed the
executive branch to have excl usive control over
the state's coronavirus response.

Now, | think we can all agree that
an executive order and the powers of the
Executive to act unilaterally when a state of
energency is declared is appropriate in certain
ci rcunstances -- when it cones to, say, for

exanpl e, procurenent of PPE or ventilators. W
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don't need to go through the deliberative process
of legislation in order to acconplish somnething
like that. [It's a very sinple thing.

When it conmes to nany ot her
deci sions that are part of a pandem c such as
this, in an enmergency situation, we certainly
need to have that authority vested in the
Execut i ve.

However, that ship eventually sails.
We are now coming up on 11 nonths. And with
respect to this legislation, why this amendnment
is germane is because, quite frankly, this
proposed COVID-19 particular bill, which
basi cal |l y changes energing infections to COVID 19
only -- allowing correctional facilities to
review their policies and procedures with respect
to COVID-19 -- we don't even need a bill. The
Governor, with the stroke of a pen, could very
easily just enable this law. He has done this
hundreds of tinmes over the past several nonths.

So when does it end? Quite frankly,
we're derelict in our duty as a Legislature to
al |l ow one person to unilaterally decide how we're
going to proceed with this pandemic. And it's

about priorities. The Attorney General sued the
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NYPD t he other day. W dealt with election
refornms. Wy isn't the nost critical thing that
we're dealing with right now the pandem c? And
we need to do this. That's what we were el ected
to do. And that's what we're continually paid to
do; that is, to deal with governing New York

St at e.

So quite frankly, this particular
bill obviously has to do with COVID-19, and it's
conpl etely unnecessary as |ong as those Executive
powers are still in effect.

And now when you think about that
good government is done through that process of
| egi slation -- where we have debate, we have
commttees, we have anendnents and we go through
bot h houses and then get to the Governor --
that's what needs to be done at this point,
because we don't need to nake snap decisions. W
knew t he vacci ne was com ng for how many nont hs?
When the vaccine got to New York State, it was a
fiasco trying to get the internet to work
properly, the website wasn't properly rolled out,
and we' ve had huge probl ens ever since. Wy?
Because we have one person driving the bus. W

need to be included in this process.
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And quite frankly, it's tine to pul
the plug. And when you think about just the
arbitrary nature of some of these decisions,
restaurants -- hospitality is the nunber-one tax
revenue source in New York City and nunber two
statewide. Qur hospitality businesses are being
destroyed because of the whinms of the Executive,
sayi ng we nust be closed and then a coupl e of
weeks ago he said, well, you know what, we can't
be cl osed anynore, we can no | onger stay cl osed.

But let's talk about reality.

Target hasn't closed for a day. Wl nmart, Home
Depot, these so-called essential businesses, they
haven't been super-spreaders, they' ve been open
since day one. Now it's conmng on 11 nonths and
we're getting -- I'mgetting calls of people
beggi ng to get their businesses open. At the

whi ms of the Governor, when he's darn good and
ready, is when they'|ll be able to get back to
work -- if they will ever open their doors again.

So it's time, ny friends. Wen do
we get back to work? [It's been 11 nonths. W're
in session, we can do it renotely, we can nove
much nore quickly, | think, than we normally

coul d outside of the pandem c, because we have
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renote access to this chanber and to both houses.

So good governnent is part of the
del i berative process. |It's not when one person
is telling us what to do and how to govern this
state. So really, quite frankly, the rhetorical
guestion that we need to have answered i s, when
are we going to get back to work and get back to
a nornmal process to govern New York State? 1've
said it several tines, but it bears repeating.
The answer is now. Because a bill like this, the
bill-in-chief, 1'll say it again, is certainly
sonmet hing that could be done quite easily by
executive order, and it will sunset and expire
once we're out of the pandemc. So there's
really no reason to do this.

And quite frankly, Madam President,
| would respectfully request that this amendnment
be approved and the -- and | urge ny coll eagues
to vote in the affirmative.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Thank you,
Senat or .

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the

ruling of the chair.
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Those in favor of overruling the
chair signify by saying aye.

SENATOR O MARA: Request a show of
hands.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
we' ve agreed to wai ve the showi ng of hands and
record each nmenber of the Mnority in the
affirmative on this vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: W t hout
obj ection, so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The ruling
of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief is
bef ore the house.

Are there any other Senators wi shing
to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2020.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the

roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber 26,
Senate Print 873, by Senator Liu, an act to anmend
t he Soci al Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER
Senat or Hel m ng.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Madam President, | rise to ask if
the sponsor will yield to a few questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Liu, will you yield?

SENATCOR LI U Madam President, | am
pl eased to yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senator will vyield.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Through you, Madam Presi dent.
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Senator Liu, | first want to start off by
comendi ng you for sponsoring this |egislation.
| think it's a great bill and one that | do
support.
However, | do have a question on it.
Readi ng the chapter anmendnment, in a nutshell it
basically says that this bill would require the
conmi ssioner to collect certain information
regardi ng the honel ess popul ation during a state
di saster energency in publicly funded shelters,
residential prograns for victins of donestic
vi ol ence, and residential prograns for runaway
and honel ess yout hs, and publish a report that
contains certain information about honel essness.
And Senator Liu, ny question is how
the information in the report will be utilized.
SENATOR LI U: Madam Pr esi dent
t hrough you, | want to thank Senator Hel m ng for
her support for this bill and bringing up sone
i mportant questions.
As the Senator woul d agree, the
pur pose behind this bill is inportant. W have
been and continue to be in a global pandemc
crisis, and we understand that the homel ess

popul ati on of our state has been
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di sproportionately inpacted.

The information that this report
ains to collect is for the use of health
authorities as well as nmany in the public sector,
i ncl udi ng ourselves, to fornulate good public
policy going forward to help the population in
guestion as well as to help the rest of us.
Because havi ng peopl e suffer coronavirus does not
do anybody any good.

SENATOR HELM NG Through you
Madam President, on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER
Senator Helmng on the bill.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you.

Thank you, Senator Liu.

So again, | comrend the sponsor on
this legislation, and again | support this bill.

However, listening to that
expl anation and reading the legislation, |I'm
concerned that it doesn't cover nany of our snall
rural comunities where we don't have publicly
funded sites |ike donestic violence shelters in
ot her ar eas.

| think it's incredibly inportant

t hat everyone be counted, right, all of the
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homel ess people, all of the inpacted people. And
my concern with | eaving out certain conmunities
is that this report nay be used, then, to
generate or to drive or direct where funding wll
go, how policies are nmade. And there's nowhere
that | see where, again, it addresses acquiring
that information for communities that don't have
t hese publicly funded shelters.

And I'Il give you an exanple. In
Seneca County, one of the counties that |
represent -- in New York State there are only six
counties that don't have a donestic viol ence
shelter. Seneca County happens to be one of
t hose counti es.

And in 2017, this body approved
$300, 000 for the creation of a donestic violence
shelter. That shelter was going to be built in
Seneca County, but it was going to provide
residential services for three of those six
counties that don't presently have one.

So again, nmy concern is that for
these small comunities that don't have these
shelters, that the honel ess people in those
comunities aren't going to be counted. Senator

Liu, I know that wasn't your intent. Again, |
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support this |egislation.

But | hope that as we nove forward
we wll find a way to nake adjustnents to this
| egi slation or introduce new | egislation or,
better yet, during the budget process nake sure
that we include funding to provide public
shelters for our small rural conmmunities.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the sane date and in the
same nmanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2020.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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144, Senate Budget Bill, Senate Print 2511, an
act to anmend Chapter 53 of the Laws of 2020.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
O Mar a.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Madam President. | was just wondering if the
sponsor or a Majority representative could
expl ain what this budget bill is doing.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Liu, will you yield for a question?

SENATCOR LI U Madam President, |'m
pl eased to yield for questions on this bill.

SENATOR O MARA: Thr ough you, Madam
Presi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Yes,
Senat or O Mar a.

SENATOR O MARA: M. -- or Senator
coul d you pl ease just outline what we're doing
here in this $71 billion budget bill?

SENATCOR LI U Madam President, 1'd
be happy to.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Go ahead,
Senat or Li u.

SENATOR LI U: Thank you.

Well, you -- Senator O Mara
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mentioned $71 billion. It's actually an
$11 billion additional appropriation, an
appropriation that is necessary to pay the bil
on a programthat we enacted | ast year. That
programthat we enacted essentially is hel ping
peopl e who have becone unenpl oyed get sone form
of income during this global pandem c.

The appropriation that we put in
| ast year's budget already has -- is about to be
exhausted, and so through the end of this fiscal
year another $11 billion is required.

| will note, Madam President, that
the vast bulk of this appropriation wll
ultimately be rei nbursed by the federal
gover nment .

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam Presi dent, will the sponsor vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Wul d t he
Senat or vyi el d?

SENATOR LIU: W th joy,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you, Senator

Liuu And | fully anticipate voting in favor of
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this | egislation, because this unenpl oynent
relief is desperately needed. But | just want to
get sonme real -- nore clarity on this.

In | ast year's budget, the 2020-2021
budget appropriates $60 billion for this purpose.
And that covers both the state regul ar
unenpl oynment and the additional federal
unenpl oynent, is that correct?

SENATOR LI U: Madam Presi dent, that

is correct.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam President, will M. Liu -- Senator Liu
cont i nue.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Liu, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR LI U Wth bliss.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: He does.

SENATCR O MARA: So in this bill
Senator, we are adding another $11 billion. Can
you provide us with a breakout of both the
60 billion that was from | ast year's budget, and
this 11 billion, how nuch of that is going to
ultimately be rei nbursed by the federal
government? O what's the expectation?

SENATOR LI U: Madam President, in
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response to Senator O Mara's question, we expect
about $58 billion of that to conme through federal
rei nbursenents. A breakdown of that would be we
all understand the federal pandem c unenpl oynent
conpensation, that's about $37 billion. The
wel | - known PUA, Pandemni ¢ Unenpl oynent Assi st ance,
$13 billion. Another $6 billion for federal
Pandem ¢ Emergency Unenpl oynent Conpensati on.
And finally, the federal extended benefits for
anot her $2 billi on.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
Madam Presi dent, will the sponsor yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Liu, do you yield?

SENATCOR LI U |'d be nore than
happy to yield, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: So, Senator Liu
on that $58 billion expected federal
rei nbursenent of that, is that out of the tota
71, or of the prior 60 limt?

SENATCR LI U Madam Presi dent, that
woul d be out of the total seventy -- it's

actually 73.
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SENATOR O MARA: Thr ough you
Madam President, if Senator Liu will yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Liu, do you continue to yield?

SENATCOR LI U Yes, | do,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Liu yields.

SENATCR O MARA: So based on that,
the state is ultimtely, we expect, going to be
repaying -- at least at this point, based on
t hese nunbers -- 13 billion. Wat is the
nmechani smthat we have set up to repay that?

I n other words, how | ong do we have
to repay it, what interest rate, what are our
annual paynents, and how | ong do we have to pay
t hat back?

SENATCOR LI U Madam President, this
is, as you -- as the Senator nay be aware, these
unenpl oynment i nsurance benefits are paid through
the State Unenpl oynment |nsurance Fund. And given
that that will likely go into a deficit, as it
has in previous difficult times such as the
Great Recession about a decade ago, those funds

will be first borrowed and guaranteed by the
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federal governnent, and eventually those funds
wi |l be repl eni shed by ongoi ng i nsurance prem ums
paid by the state's enpl oyers.

It's very simlar to what has
happened in previous recessions and economi c
uncertainties.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Madam President, will the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Liu, do you yield?

SENATOR LI U: | joyfully vyield,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: He yi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, in the
Executi ve Budget proposal that we received | ast
week | believe there is aline itemin there for
$130 mllion of interest on the 60 billion. |Is
that interest just on the state portion, or are
we paying interest on that federal portion that's
been advanced as wel | ?

SENATOR LI U: Madam Pr esi dent, ny
understanding is that that interest is on the

federal portion.
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SENATOR O MARA: Thr ough you
Madam President, if Senator Liu will continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Liu, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR LI U: | "' m happy to continue
to yield, Madam President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
Liu yields.

SENATCR O MARA: I's there an
expectation that that interest will be repaid by
t he federal governnment, or is that on our tab
nmovi ng forward?

SENATCOR LI U Madam Presi dent, we
expect, whether you call the federal
rei nbursenents the actual unenpl oynment insurance
or the interest on that, it's still going to be
federally reinbursed, not -- it's not going to be
100 percent reinbursed, as | nentioned earlier,
but the vast bulk of it still will be reinbursed.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or .

Madam President, if the sponsor wll
yield for one nore question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
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Liu, do you yield?

SENATOR LI U: Wth a great |evel of
pl easure, Madam Presi dent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, with |ast
year's interest paynment amounting to 130 mllion
and now we're bunping this up by anot her
$11 billion in borrowi ng, what is the anticipated
interest that's going to accrue on this
$71 billion amount for the next fiscal year?

SENATCOR LI U Madam Pr esi dent
unfortunately we don't know exactly where
interest rates are going to be. Electric rates
are historically low, so it shouldn't be a huge
anount .

On the other hand, nobst New Yorkers,
as | think Senator O Mara is hinting, would think
that $130 million is a lot of interest to pay.

If we could get this noney fromthe
federal governnment in advance, we'd |ove to. But
the reality is that we need to pay these
unenpl oynment benefits for New Yorkers who have
| ost their enploynent. And we're talking about

tens of billions of dollars of benefits that have
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been pai d out.

So $130 million is a lot. But
conpared to $73 billion worth of unenpl oynent
benefits that are desperately needed by our
New Yorkers, it's the price that cones with the
package.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you, Senator
Li u.

On the bill, Madam Speaker {sic}.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Senat or
O Mara on the bill.

SENATOR O MARA: | am supportive of
this. 1It's necessary. W really -- we don't
have a choice and we have to provide these
much- needed benefits to New Yorkers who are out
of work and struggling. So | amrecomendi ng an
aye vote fromall on this to make sure that we
cover this.

| just want, through these
guestions, to nake sure that we all understand
and the public understands the extent of funds
that are going into unenpl oynent relief that
we' ve been providing and that we obviously
support continue providing, but also out of that

what a significant anount of that is actually
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federal funding, 58 billion out of 71 billion,
whi ch the Executive in this state fails to really
mention or give any consideration on what the
federal government has provided for relief
al ready to New York State.

So with that, thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
closed. The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 63.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
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further

busi ness at the desk, Madam Presi dent ?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: There is

no further business at the desk.

SENATOR G ANARI S: In that case |

nmove to adjourn until tonorrow, Tuesday,

January 26th, at 11:00 a.m

ACTI NG PRESI DENT MAYER: On noti on,

t he Senate stands adjourned until Tuesday,

January 26th, at 11:00 a.m

(Wher eupon, at 4:13 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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