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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD
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January 6, 2021
12: 34 p. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

LI EUTENANT GOVERNOR KATHLEEN C. HOCHUL, Presi dent
ALEJANDRA N. PAULINO ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

THE PRESI DENT: The Senate wil |
cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite with me the Pl edge of All egiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

THE PRESI DENT: Today's invocation
will be delivered by Reverend Kenneth J. Doyl e,
of the Church of St. Mary, Cinton Heights, in
Al bany.

REVEREND DOYLE: Let us pray.

Good and | oving God, we ask Your
bl essing as we wel cone the new year. And as for
t he year gone by, frankly, Lord, we are relieved
to see it end. COVID 19 and raci sm have
intersected our lives in painful ways, and we
pray that both will fade far into the distance.

Since the earliest session of the
Conti nental Congress, our nation's Legislature
has opened with a prayer to the Almghty, and we
followin that tradition today.

When our own state's first
Constitution was adopted in 1777, the New York

St ate Senate consisted of 24 nenbers, el ected
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fromand by the freeholders of this state who
possessed 100 pounds over and above al

i ndebt edness. No such qualification governs
today; only the desire to serve.

Wap Your arms, Lord, around these
wort hy men and wonen of the present Senate.

Quide themfirst to seek Your wisdom to |ay
asi de selfish desires and petty grievances, to
speak respectfully and with humlity one to
anot her.

Protect themfromthe distractions
of power and influence, to focus instead on the
good of the citizens they have been elected to
serve. Gve thema particular sensitivity for
t hose anong us who are nost in need.

And after enjoying the bl essings of
this life, Lord, welconme themone day into the
joy that is eternal

Anen.

THE PRESI DENT: The chair now hands
down a nessage fromthe State Board of Elections,
being duly the official certification of the
menbers of the Senate, and directs the sane to be
filed. So handed down and so ordered.

| now ask all the Senators present,
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in person or joining us by renote neans, to
pl ease rise at this tine to take the cerenonia
oat h of office.

Pl ease rai se your right hand and

repeat after me: | do solemly swear --
ALL SENATORS: | do solemly
swear --
THE PRESI DENT: -- that I wll

support the Constitution of the United States --

ALL SENATORS: -- that I wll
support the Constitution of the United States --

THE PRESI DENT: -- and the
Constitution of the State of New York --

ALL SENATORS: -- and the
Constitution of the State of New York --

THE PRESI DENT: -- and that | wll
faithfully discharge the duties --

ALL SENATORS: -- and that | wll

faithfully discharge the duties --

THE PRESI DENT: -- of the office of
Senat or - -

ALL SENATORS: -- of the office of
Senat or - -

THE PRESI DENT: -- according to the

best of ny ability --
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ALL SENATORS: -- according to the
best of ny ability --

THE PRESI DENT: -- so help nme Cod.

ALL SENATORS: -- so help nme Cod.

THE PRESI DENT: Congratul ations to
all of you on your election to the Senate.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary shal
read the nanes of nenbers present to ascertain
that a quorum exi sts.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Addabbo.

Senat or Akshar.

Senat or Bail ey.

Senat or Benj am n.

Senat or Bi aggi .

Senator Borrello.

Senat or Boyl e.

Senat or Breslin.

Senat or Brisport.

Senat or Br ooks.

Senat or Brouk.

Senat or Conri e.

Senat or Cooney.

Senat or Fel der.

Senator @Gl li van.
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present,

and

t hi s chanber,

Senate to wel

sessi on.

Wi

Senat or Gaughr an.

Senator G anaris.

Senator Giffo.

Senat or Har ckham

Senat or Hel m ng.

Senat or Hi nchey.

Senat or Hoyl man.

Senat or Jackson.

Senat or Jor dan.

Senat or Kam nsky.

Senat or Kapl an.

Senat or Kavanagh.

Senat or Kennedy.

Senat or Krueger.

Senat or Lanza.

Senat or Li u.

Senat or Manni on.

THE PRESI DENT: A quorumis

t he Senate may proceed.

In keeping with the tradition of
it is my honor as President of the

come you to the 2021 | egislative

ch neans one thing -- 2020 is over.
(Laught er; appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: On behal f of
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Governor Cuono and nyself, | want to wel cone our
new nmenbers and our returning nmenbers as well.
Whet her you're a rookie or a
veteran, | hope you never |ose that sense of awe
that you feel each tine you enter this chanber --
even if only virtually for this tine. And never
forget that we conduct business in this
stunni ngly beautiful place only because the

voters have conferred that privilege upon each of

us.
And since | gaveled in on January 8,

2020 -- which seenms so long ago -- our state and

our nation have endured the unthinkable. It's

been a year of trenendous |oss. W' ve buried
| oved ones. We've seen businesses and dreans
di sappear. Ml estones -- the birth of a child, a
weddi ng, a graduation, holidays -- all m ssed.
We've | ost that personal connection
t hat makes us each human -- |like the ability to
hold ny father's hand as he lies ill far away in
anot her state.
But rather than dwell any longer in
t he depths of despair, ny hope is that in this
new year we experience an awakeni ng, personally

and as a nation. Because if this pandem c has
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taught us anything, it is the harsh realization
that life is indeed fragile and that we have a
l[imted time to shape the future for next
generations. For in |less than one year's tine --
one year ago, there were 360,000 people who

t hought they had nore tinme, but because of COVID
did not.

So in order to make sense of the
chaos and the | oss that we' ve experienced, we
have to reorient our priorities, and do it soon.

How? First let's start by casting
of f the negative enotions that swall owed up nost
of 2020. Banish themforever. 1In its place,
adopt sonething far nore soul -enriching and
productive: An attitude of duty and of
gratitude.

Duty to serve the public, duty to
make positive change, but also gratitude for
peopl e once taken for granted who have truly
energed as essential. And, finally, grateful for
the gift of life itself. W have |earned we can
no | onger take health, jobs, relationships, our
positions -- or, indeed, tine -- for granted.

And perhaps the gift we should be

grateful for is that we've been given our Wrld
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War Il nmonment in history, the forever-unifying
bond that generations that |ived through and
survived a shared tumul tuous experience. For
it's in that bond that unifies us that we as
representatives of this great state can now | ead
and show how New York can energe even stronger,
nore resilient, and indeed even better.

We start by being reconmtted to the
| ong overdue reckoning with the injustices that
still plague people in our country and our state.
We act with urgency, in that the tine to work
together to solve problenms is now. For the
racial and cultural barriers to social and
econoni c justice have only been anplified since
the COVID crisis began. Higher infection rates,
heal t hcare deserts, unenploynment and food
insecurity often feel preordained by the color of
one's skin or the zip code they live in. This
cannot be the existence that we | eave for the
next generation to inherit.

So how do we create the world we
want our children and grandchildren to live in?
Let's start with this sinple premse: Al
New Yorkers are entitled to affordable

heal t hcare, affordable childcare, a high-quality
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education, and equal opportunities for success
and j obs.

Qur energence fromthis dark time in
our history lies on one comon purpose. And
first let's start, as the Governor has spoken
about, to vaccinate our people as quickly as
humanl y possi ble and build back better, as we
|l earn fromlessons in our quest for true soci al
and econom c justice.

And finally, | suggest that we | ean
into and enbrace the next challenges with the
confidence and the swaggers that only New Yorkers
know how to do, because we often have done the
impossible. It's in our DNA. It's who we are.

So no matter what part of this
fascinatingly diverse state that you represent,
whet her it's the nost rural back roads, the
Thruway corridor, our busiest expressways
and avenues, all roads nust lead to a better
future for every New Yorker. And | | ook forward
to being on that journey with you.

And at this time, if you'll allow ne
one snall point of personal privilege, |I'd al so
like to say to New York's team to ny friends

across the state, first playoff gane in 25 years,
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can we all collectively say "Go Bills."

(Laught er; appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

Thank you, Senator G anaris. You're
next .

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

W all wish the Buffalo Bills well
this weekend and in the weeks to cone, and hope
that those watching the gane are doing so safely.

| believe there's a resolution at
t he desk, Madam President. | ask that it be read
and nove for its inmmedi ate adopti on.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
1, by Senator G anaris, providing for the
el ection of Andrea Stewart-Cousins as Tenporary
President of the Senate for the years 2021-2022.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

These are, as you pointed out, very
uni que, difficult and challenging tines. And

these tines call for a very steady hand of
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| eadership to guide our state. | have the
privilege of nom nating sonmeone to | ead this body
who has such a deneanor, such a respect and such
a personality to do exactly that in this very
difficult, difficult tine.

| had the privilege of nom nating
Andrea Stewart-Cousins to beconme the first female
| eader of this body two years ago. And at the
time, her |eadership was a prom se. W hadn't
served in the nmagjority yet. And it was a prom se
of the kind of conpassion, the respect for
New Yorkers, the desire to bring equality to our
state that she was going to bring.

And now, two years later, that
prom se has turned into a record. And as | stand
here to nom nate her once again in the year
2021 -- to becone the first Denocrat in
generations to be reelected as | eader of the
Senate -- we | ook back at the record of the |ast
two years and see that that prom se was
ful filled.

Greater protections for the wonen of
our state, for nmenbers of the LGBT comunity, for
tenants. Inprovenents to our crimnal justice

system The best clinmate change legislation in
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the country. The best gun safety laws in the
country. The record we have established under
Andrea Stewart-Cousins' |eadership the last two
years is unprecedented in the history of our
state, and one of which | know we're al
i ncredi bly proud.

And now as we deal with a crisis the
i kes of which we've never seen, it is exactly
that kind of |eadership we need nore than ever.
Just |ast week we rushed back into session to
make sure we provided protections for honeowners
and tenants alike, to keep people in their hones
at atinme when we're telling everyone to stay in
t heir hones.

And the year before us will be
difficult, will require nore of that good
j udgnment, that val ue system that noral core that
she brings to guide this state forward. W have
a very difficult budget ahead of us, with very
difficult decisions to make. But | know that she
will once again lead us in the right direction,
and we will come out with a result that
New Yor kers can be proud of.

Now, how do | know that prom se

becanme a record that fulfilled the prom se?
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Because the voters said so. W stand here today
with the largest nmgjority in the al nost 250-year
hi story of the New York State Senate, of any
party: 43 nenbers strong. The voters | ooked at
what Andrea Stewart-Cousins did to lead this
body, and they said we like that, please give us
nor e.

And so on their behalf,

Madam Presi dent, | stand here today to nom nate
once again, to be the Tenporary President and
Majority Leader of the State Senate, our | eader,
Andr ea Stewart - Cousi ns.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution offered by Senator G anaris. Al
those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(Response of "Nay.")

THE PRESI DENT: The ayes have it.
The resolution is adopted.

SENATCOR LANZA: A show of hands is
request ed.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
by unani nous consent, we've agreed to waive the

showi ng of hands and record each nenber of the

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

15

Mnority in the affirmative on this vote -- oh,
in the negative, excuse ne.

THE PRESI DENT: Wt hout objection,
so ordered.

The Secretary will announce the
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 42. Nays,

20.

THE PRESI DENT: The ayes have it.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: And now it is a
great privilege of mne to call on Senator Andrea
St ewart - Cousi ns, soneone that | have conme to know
and have the highest respect for, soneone who has
done an incredible job, not just for her
district, but also |leading her state. | ask her
to cone forward and be sworn in as the
Tenporary President of the Senate.

(The Lieutenant Governor and
Senator Stewart-Cousins nove to the center of the
chanber.)

THE PRESI DENT: Left hand on the
Bi ble. Raise your right hand and repeat after
me: | do solemly swear --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: | do
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solemly swear --

THE PRESI DENT: -- that I wll
support the Constitution of the United States --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- that |
wi |l support the Constitution of the
United States --

THE PRESI DENT: -- and the
Constitution of the State of New York --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- and
the Constitution of the State of New York --

THE PRESI DENT: -- and that | wll
faithfully discharge the duties --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- and |
will faithfully discharge the duties --

THE PRESI DENT: -- of the office of
Tenporary President of the Senate --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- of the
of fice of Tenporary President of the Senate --

THE PRESI DENT: -- according to the
best of ny ability --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: --
according to the best of ny ability --

THE PRESI DENT: -- so help nme Cod.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- SO
hel p nme CGod.
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THE PRESI DENT: Congr at ul ati ons,
Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Tenporary
President. Thank you.

(Sust ai ned appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

Let ne also offer ny congratul ati ons
to our Majority Leader, Andrea Stewart- Cousins.

And | offer a resolution at the desk
to adopt the rules of the Senate. Can we pl ease
take that up at this tine.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
2, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, Resolved, to adopt
the Rules of the Senate for the years 2021-2022.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Lanza, why
do you rise?

SENATCOR LANZA: Madam Pr esi dent
Happy New Year.

Madam Presi dent, woul d you pl ease
recogni ze Senator Borrello and call upon him He
has some questions on the rules resolution before

us.
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THE PRESI DENT: Senator Borrello.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you, Madam
President. Happy New Year

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you.

SENATOR BORRELLO W1l the sponsor
yield for some questions -- for a question.

THE PRESI DENT: W11l the sponsor
yield for a question?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor yi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

Happy New Year, Senator G anaris.

That's not ny questi on.

(Laughter.)

SENATCOR BORRELLO: So these rules
have changed, obvi ously many of them because of
COVID and this crisis that we face, although
there are sonme concerning changes that | believe
will reduce the transparency of this body and the
public's access.

So in Rule VI, Section 1, it reads,
the change reads: "Bills shall be introduced in
a manner or nethod in accordance with any ot her
gui del i nes provided by the Tenporary President."

"Any other guidelines" is a pretty
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broad scope, and we're putting that into the
hands of one person. And we've certainly seen
the results of giving vague and broad powers into
t he hands of one person here in New York State
recently.

So ny question is, will this policy
that's pronul gated by the Tenporary President be
publ i shed?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Yes, that is the
expect ation, Senator.

SENATOR BORRELLO W1l the sponsor
yield for another question.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anari s,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor yi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So as of right
now, we don't know where or howit wll be
avai lable to the public, to the Mnority. How
will be it published, and where?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Senat or
Borrello, the rules that we're about to adopt
have not been adopted yet. So we need themin
pl ace before the guidelines are authorized to be

provi ded.
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But the idea is to provide nore
transparency by maeking clear that there shall be
gui del i nes, as opposed to just acting by fiat.

SENATOR BORRELLO So there's --
the answer is we don't know yet where it's going
to be published, but it will be published, is
t hat --

SENATOR G ANARI S: That's right.

SENATOR BORRELLO Ckay. Al
right. Madam President, will the sponsor yield
for another question?

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anari s,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor yi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

This also -- the proposed change
reads that allowing for Senators to be in
attendance and participate in any proceedi ngs of
the Senate, including voting on any bill on the
controversi al cal endar by renote neans.

Now, does that also include debating
by renote nmeans?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No.

SENATOR BORRELLO So there will be
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no debat e.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Senat or
Borrell o, you' ve been with us a little bit now.
| don't believe that the practice in the Senate
chanber is going to change fromthe way we
experienced it in the spring and towards the end
of session last tine.

So for purposes of debate,
peopl e would need to -- or to speak on a bill,
t he nenbers would need to be present. But voting
can take place and attendance can be renote.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

So will the sponsor continue to
yi el d, Madam Presi dent ?

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor yi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So irrespective
of any technical difficulties, will there be a
continued practice for nenbers to submit a voting
sheet ?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

SENATOR BORRELLO And that will be

done before session.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Correct.

SENATOR BORRELLO Ckay. Al
right. Madam President, will the sponsor
continue to yield?

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris,
do you vyiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes, | do.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor yi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO There are sone
guestions about quorum and that essentially the
Tenporary President can determne if we have a
guorum or not. Again, the nunbers are the
nunbers, but they can determ ne the quorum

So the question is, will there be a

record of those menbers who constitute that

quor unf

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

SENATOR BORRELLO Ckay.
Madam Presi dent, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris,
do you yiel d?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

THE PRESI DENT: The sponsor yi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So if it's very
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clear that we have nenbers that have been
counted, and the nunbers are the nunbers, so why
is it necessary to give the president the ability
to determ ne whether or not we have a quorum if
it's clearly a nunbers question?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Senat or
Borrello, that is just to provide consistency
with the rest of the rules, which is that the
presiding officer determnes if the rules of the
Senate are being conplied wth.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

Thank you, Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: Madam Pr esi dent
on the bill, to speak on the bill.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Borrello on
t he resol ution.

SENATOR BORRELLO Yes, thank you,
Madam Pr esi dent .

You know, we've all seen the inpact
of this pandem c across this state and across
this nation. Now, during this time, we are
taking this opportunity -- for safety reasons --
to make changes to the rules. But these rules

are really permanent changes that we're seeing.
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And in this process we are making this body
essentially |less transparent, |ess accountable to
t he peopl e.

We'd |like to al so consider ourselves
essential workers. W hear that a lot, we're
essential workers. And, you know, when the
Governor went to Georgia and was shaki ng hands
and, you know, huggi ng people and cane back and
was asked, Why aren't you quarantining, he said,
' man essential worker, so | don't have to
guar anti ne.

Yet we are making rul es that
essentially are going to restrict this body from
doi ng essential workers' work. You know, we
expect sonmebody nmeking a sandwi ch at Subway to
stand side by side with their coll eagues, with
their coworkers, to deliver you that sandw ch, to
serve you. But we're not going to be in this
chanber to serve the people.

That concerns nme. We should be
here. W should be doing the work of the people.
And if we are considering ourselves essenti al
wor kers, then we take those sanme risks that we
ask of all those other people on the front

lines -- nedical workers, our first responders.
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We expect themall to be doing their job because
they are essential workers.

So if we are essential workers,
unl ess there is a severe nedical need, we should
be here doing the work of the people. And what
t hese rul es have done, and the changes in these
rul es, very subtly, is created an environment
where we really don't have to be here to do our
j ob.

That's not what the people expect.
The peopl e expect us to be here to do the job we
were elected to do. And that's why | object to
t hese rul e changes.

Thank you, Madam Presi dent.

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
Madam President. On the resolution, just
briefly.

| do want to point out that the
rules specifically say that the renpte process is
only in place during a declared energency such as
the kind we're in right now | think it behooves
us to be prudent and not create super-spreader
events in the mddle of our |egislative chanber.

We have shown, over the course of
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2020, that we are capabl e of doing our work and
| egi slating through this use of technology. And
| don't know why we would want to put our staff
or the menbers at risk of infection, especially
when we are so close, hopefully, to putting this
whol e experience of the pandem ¢ behind us as the
vacci nes are di ssem nat ed.

So | would encourage a yes vote on
t he resol uti on, Madam Presi dent .

THE PRESI DENT: Any ot her Senat or
desire to be heard further?

Seei ng no one el se wishing to be
heard, the debate is cl osed.

The question is on the resol ution.
Al those in favor signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(Response of "Nay.")

SENATCOR LANZA: A show of hands is
request ed.

THE PRESI DENT: A show of hands has
been requested and so ordered.

SENATCR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
by unani nous concept, we've agreed to waive the

showi ng of hands and record each nmenber in the
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negative -- of the Mnority.
THE PRESI DENT: Wt hout objection,

so ordered.

The Secretary will announce the
results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 42. Nays,
20.

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: There's anot her
resolution at the desk, Madam President, calling
for the election of the Secretary of the Senate.
Wul d you pl ease call that up

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
3, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, Resolved, that
Al ej andra Paul i no of Al bany, New York, be, and
she hereby is, elected Secretary of Senate for
the years 2021-2022.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")
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THE PRESI DENT: Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Ms. Paulino, | ask that you pl ease
come forward to receive your oath of office while
Senat or Andrea Stewart-Cousins perforns the
swearing in.

(Ms. Paulino and Senat or
St ewart - Cousi ns nove to the center of the
chanber.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: So repeat

after me: |, state your nane --

V5. PAULI NO. |, Alejandra
Paul i no --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- do

solemly swear --

V5. PAULI NO. -- do solemmly
swear - -

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- that |
wi |l uphold the Constitution of the United States
of Anmerica --

V5. PAULI NO. -- that I will uphold
the Constitution of the United States of
Anerica --
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SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- the
Constitution of the State of New York --

MS. PAULI NO -- the Constitution
of the State of New York --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- and
that I will faithfully discharge the duties --

MS. PAULI NO -- and that | wll
faithfully discharge the duties --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- of the
of fice of Secretary of the Senate --

MS. PAULI NO -- of the office of
Secretary of the Senate --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: - -
according to the best of ny ability --

V5. PAULI NO. -- according to the
best of ny ability --

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: -- SO ne
hel p nme CGod.

V5. PAULI NO. -- so help me God

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS:
Congr at ul ati ons.

V5. PAULI NO. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Congr at ul ati ons
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to our Secretary of the Senate, Alejandra
Paul i no.

Madam Presi dent, there's now also a
resolution at the desk calling for the el ection
of the Sergeant-at-Arns. Wuld you please cal
t hat up.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
4, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, Resolved, that
Benjamn M Sturges Il be, and he hereby is,
el ected Sergeant-at-Arns of the Senate for the
years 2021-2022.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

For the record, Benjam n Sturges has
been el ected Sergeant-at-Arns for the years 2021
to 2022. It is my honor to present to you the

Ser geant - at - Arns.
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(Appl ause.)
THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
there's a resolution at the desk appointing
Cat herine Kirkland as the Senate Stenographer.
Can we pl ease take that up

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
5, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, Resolved, that
Cat heri ne Kirkland be, and she hereby is, elected
the O ficial Stenographer of the Senate for the
years 2021-2022.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

For the record, Catherine Kirkland
has been elected Oficial Stenographer for the
Senate for the years 2021 to 2022. It is ny

honor to present you the O ficial Stenographer of
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t he Senate.

(Appl ause.)

THE PRESI DENT: Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
t he next resolution sets forth the hours of the
Senate for the years 2021 and 2022. Can we take
t hat up, please.

THE PRESI DENT: The Secretary w ||
read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
6, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, providing for the
hours of neeting by the Senate for the years
2021-2022.

THE PRESI DENT: The question is on
the resolution. Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

THE PRESI DENT: Opposed?

(No response.)

THE PRESI DENT: The resolution is
adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: At this tine,
Madam Presi dent, can you recogni ze Senator Ott

for remarks.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

33

THE PRESI DENT: Senator Ott.

SENATCR ORTT: Good afternoon,
Madam President. Go Bills.

And | certainly would like to thank
Senator G anaris for wishing the Bills, the only
teamthat plays in the State of New York -- and
they're playing in the State of New York this
Saturday. So | certainly accept the well w shes,
and | know that is shared certainly by ny
constituents and | think a |ot of folks across
t he state.

But I want to wi sh everyone a Happy
New Year. Madam President, | want to wi sh you a
Happy New Year.

And certainly ny coll eague, Majority
Leader Stewart-Cousins, congratul ations on your
reel ection. Though we have differing
phi | osophi es and differ on many pieces of
| egislation, there is no differing on the
significance of your election and on the
significance of your |eadership of this body. So
| want to congratul ate you again on that and
t hank you for your partnership.

Senat or G anaris, Happy New Year to

you.
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And | certainly want to wi sh a Happy
New Year to ny coll eague and Deputy Leader of the
Republ i can Conference and Fl oor Leader, Senator
Andr ew Lanza.

And | want to thank and wi sh Happy
New Year to ny col |l eague Senator George Borrello,
who i s here.

| do want to just take a nmonment if |
may, Madam President. W have several of our
menbers in our conference who are not on the
Zoom but they are here in Al bany. They are in
either their offices or they're in the
Conference. | just wanted to be able to just
recogni ze them they're here today. | think in
this time that we're in, | think it is inportant
for our constituents -- for all of our
constituents -- to know that we're here doing the

j ob, whether it's renote or whether it's
physi cally here in Al bany.

Senator Borrello, as | said;
Senat or Boyle is here. Senator Hel m ng,
Senat or Jordan, Senator Lanza, Senator Martucci
Senator Mattera, Senator Oberacker,

Senator O Mara, Senator Pal unbo, Senator Stec and

Senator Weik are all physically here. The other
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menbers of our conference are renote or are via
Zoom

But we are here to do the work of
our constituents and the work of the peopl e of
the State of New York. And | think we are at a
critical time. W are living and are tasked with
| eadi ng at probably one of the nobst renarkabl e
nmonments in the history of our state and the
hi story of our country.

And sonetinmes | think when you're in
t hese nonents, it's hard to grasp the
significance of the nonment because you're living
through it. And it will only be years |ater that
we will ook back and | ook at this nmoment for
what it is, a seminal nonent in the history of
our country and our state.

And whenever you go through sem na
nonents like this, whether it's conflicts, a
pandem c, significant econom c crises -- and of
course it seens |ike we have all those things
happeni ng at once -- there's always questions
about our denocratic institutions and how t hey
survive those events. And it's on us, the people
who are elected to defend them to make sure that

despite all the technol ogy advancenents and the
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pandem ¢ and everything we're going through, that
we come out the other side of this with our
republic intact.

And we may have differences of what
t hat al ways | ooks |ike or how best we go about
doing that, but the end goal is the sanme. The
end goal, | believe, is the sane: The defense of
the republic of the United States of America, the
def ense of the Constitution and of our
institutions that quite frankly peopl e have
fought and died for to nake sure that they
endur e.

Qur conference announced yesterday
our priorities. Qur priorities will continue to
be restarting New York, resetting New York
getting our econony back on track. W have -- we
are going to get through the public health crisis
that we are in right now, Madam Presi dent.

And to ny col | eagues who are out
there, we have the best R&D, we have sone of the
best conpanies in the world. And sure enough,
they're coming up with vaccines that are going to
save people's lives. And sure enough, our health
systemis going to deliver sonmething that's going

to save people's lives the world over as well as,
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obvi ously, right here in New York

Now, hopefully we can get it out to
those folks in a way that is effective. But at
the end of the day, we're going to get through
this public health crisis, I amconfident of
t hat .

But there is a socioeconomc crisis
that awaits us on the other side of the public
heal th aspect of this. Wether it's our children
who are -- yes, learning renotely, but nany of
our children, whether it's in inner cities or in
rural comunities, they are falling behind.
There's no denying that. They are not getting
the sane | evel of education via Zoomthat they
woul d be in the classroom Qur teachers, as good
as they are, are not as effective, always, via
Zoom as they would be in person.

And then | think about our econony,
our businesses that have been put on life support
with the | ockdowns, with the restrictions,
without a real end in sight. And | think it is
i ncunbent upon this body to make sure that we are
| ooki ng towards that crisis as well, the
soci oeconom ¢ crisis, and comng up with

solutions that get people back to work, that stem
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the flow of outmgration, that restore safety to
our communities, that make people want to live
here, want to invest here.

And yes, even the ultra-wealthy,
they need to want to invest here. Because that
i nvestment creates jobs for people in ny
district -- people who aren't ultra-wealthy. But
it allows themto put food on their tables. And
every tinme we chase one of those enployers out,
we chase those enpl oyees as wel | .

So ny conference is here to work so
t hat New Yorkers can go back to work. W're here
to work to protect those who protect us. And
we're here to make sure that the Enpire State
comes out of this pandemi c better than it was
when it went into it. Because there were a
nunber of ills before this pandem c that needed
to be rectified, and that's only going to be
magni fi ed when we cone out of this.

So we stand certainly at tines as
t he voi ce of opposition, but also as an open hand
to the Majority. | believe there will be a
nunber of areas where we can work together for
the betternent of the people of this state, and

we | ook forward to doing just that.
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So Happy New Year, Madam Presi dent.
Happy New Year. Look forward to a tough but
constructive session. And again, of course, Go
Bills.

THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Madam Pr esi dent
at this tinme please recognize our Majority Leader
and Tenporary President of the Senate, Andrea
St ewart - Cousins, for her opening remarks.

THE PRESI DENT: Senat or Andrea
St ewar t - Cousi ns.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank you
so nuch, Madam President. And it is really good
to be in your presence yet again, in another
hi storic opening. And | do thank you for al
that you bring to the State of New York -- all
your advocacy, all your |eadership, all your
chanpi oni ng.

And of course in a show of
bi parti san di splay and support for the honme team
G Bills. ay?

(Laughter.)

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: So
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everybody's -- we can start off |ike that.

Al so, Senator G anaris, you have
been a great partner in every aspect of this
journey, and | could not thank you for all that
you do for this conference, for the types of
partnershi ps that we've been able to forge. And
| am happy to say that the pronm se has been
fulfilled, but very nuch because of the
partnership that we have in terns of being able
to nmove in the direction that we know t he peopl e
of New York want. So thank you again for always
bei ng there.

And | wanted to thank you
Senator Ortt. Thank you for, again, your
comments and for, you know, being a partner in
this very, very inportant m ssion that we are
doing. | amso happy to hear that you too
believe in the republic and the Constitution.
Thank you for that.

And that again, we can agree right
now that there are certain things that we need to
hol d toget her our denbcracy and our belief in a
systemthat brings people |like you and peopl e
like me to the table so that we are able to

actually come up with the best sol utions.
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So | look forward to working with
you and your team Senator Lanza as your deputy.
Again, we are in the sanme class, he rem nded ne,
so we will have a I ot of classmate things that
not only we renenber, but we will make good
menories for this state going forward.

And wel conme, Senator Borrello.

| also want to nake note of the fact
that yes, ny conference is on Zoom but that's
not because they're not present. WMany of them
i ndeed are present inthis -- in the Capitol.

And we all know the inportance of being at work
however we attend. But please know that we, |ike
you, are very, very interested in making sure
that nothing stands in the way of doing the
peopl e' s busi ness.

| want to al so thank CGovernor Cuono
for his | eadership during this pandem c. You
know, | look forward to continuing the work that
we nmust do as partners to tackle the chall enges
ahead. And | also want to thank Speaker Heasti e,
who has been a trenmendous partner for nme in the
Assenbl y.

| am proud to begin this year, as

Senator G anaris said, with 43 nenbers in the
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Denocratic Majority, who represent conmunities
from Buf fal o, Syracuse, Rochester, the
Capital Region, the Mohawk and Hudson Vall eys,
West chest er, Rockl and County, New York City and
Long | sl and.

|"m proud to have the first
super-majority in nodern history and the | argest
majority ever.

| said in nmy first remarks as
Majority Leader, this chanmber nust al ways take
the path of creating opportunities rather than
the path of putting up barriers. And the people
of New York have overwhel mingly agreed with that
path. This mandate from New Yor kers of al
di fferent backgrounds and backyards is an
i ncredi ble responsibility to deliver, one that we
stand ready for.

W are excited -- and we have, |
t hi nk, 14 new nenbers in this chanber. And we in
the Denocratic Majority are very, very proud of
our seven new nenbers. And | want to just take a
brief nmonment to let you know who is joining us.

Senat or Jabari Brisport. Senator
Brisport is a schoolteacher and he's a devoted

comunity activist. | know that Jabari wll
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bring his years of work and passion to help the
community and he will be a fierce representati ve.

W have Senator Reichlin-Mel nick.
And it's wonderful to wel cone Senat or
Rei chl i n- Mel ni ck, who's noved fromthe side
benches of this chanber to a well-deserved desk
It's also special to have a nenber of the Senate
famly reach the height. And I know that your
work as a staffer and as a local official will be
a great tool in getting the job done.

| also want to wel cone Senat or
M chell e H nchey, who will be representing the
46th District, which stretches fromU ster County
to Montgonmery County. You all may renenber that
district.

M chelle is the daughter of the late
and bel oved Congressman Maurice Hi nchey. And
we're excited for the new generation of
| eadership she brings to the Senate and her
passi on for hel ping upstate communities thrive.

Senat or John Manni on. Senat or
Manni on had to run what seened |ike a race that
woul d never have a finish line. But Senator
Manni on, you're here, and we are thrilled to have

you bringing your experience as a high school
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teacher and a union | eader to this chanber.

Senator Sanra Brouk. |'mexcited to
wel come Sanra Brouk. She's the daughter of
Et hi opi an i nmi grants who was born and raised in
the community she will now be representing.
Excited for her to bring her |ife experiences
fromthe Peace Corps, to help build nore
environnmental |y sustainable communities, to this
body.

| al so wel conme Senator Jereny
Cooney. It is incredible to imgine that
Senat or Cooney was born in an | ndian orphanage,
and today sits here representing parts of the
great City of Rochester. Senator Cooney's an
attorney, and he's dedicated his career to public
service. And | knowthat this is the start of a
new and successful chapter.

And finally, |ast but not |east,
Senat or Sean Ryan. Many of us already know
Senator Ryan fromhis great work in the Assenbly
since 2011, fighting for the econom c well-being
of Buffalo and Western New York. Wl cone,
Senator Ryan, and | | ook forward to your ongoing
| eader shi p.

And wel cone to all of the new
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menbers of this body. Qur work will be enhanced
by your efforts, so thank you all.

And of course ny returning nmenbers,

t hank you for continuing to work al ongsi de of ne.

So this day, the kickoff of a
two-year term is always a day filled with hope
and prom se. Usually the chanber woul d be
buzzing with activity, the hallways filled with
smling faces. This year, as you know, it's
different. But while we don't have the crowds in
the gallery or our friends and famlies roan ng
t he hal lways, we're still holding on to that hope
and that prom se.

| think everyone understands from
the |l ast year how challenging it's been for al
of us. W've seen the COVI D pandem ¢ ravage our
comuni ties, our state, our nation and the world.
It is chilling to think about what all of us have
been through in these last 10 nonths.

Here in New York, tens of thousands
of our famly nenbers, friends, colleagues and
constituents have died. Businesses have cl osed.
Jobs have been lost. People are hurting. W're
a changed state, and we're a changed nati on.

But, Madam President, there is hope
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and prom se on the horizon. Vaccines have begun
to be distributed. A new president that we can
trust to help New York, not hurt us, will soon be
in office.

And we get to say goodbye to Mtch
because we won Georgia. And ny good friend Chuck
Schumer, from New York, who aspires, he always
says, to be ne, the Majority Leader, will be the
Majority Leader. And Chuck, we need you.

And today, despite the seditious
actions of a few extrem sts, we are confident
Congress will do its job and all ow t he governnment
to get back to work

W need a functional, effective
federal governnment if we are going to clinb out
of this econom c and health crisis New York
faces -- in fact, our whole country faces. And
we all have to understand that. But we in the
Senat e al so have our part to play, and we have
shown and will continue to show that we are ready
to push a bold progressive agenda to neet the
chal I enges of the tines.

| think back to that March, that
ni ght when we cane back into session to provide

i mredi ate funding to fight this pandemc. It was
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the first tinme that | as Majority Leader called
back the session after we had gavel ed out. But
no one on that night could have inmagi ned the
horror that we would see over the next few
nonths -- nore than a mllion New Yorkers
infected, and nore than 30,000 who have | ost
their lives to this pandenic

But despite these overwhel m ng
conditions, the nenbers of this chanber stepped
up tine and tine again to help the people of our
state make it through this unprecedented
catastrophe. In the earliest days of the
pandem c, Senators took on the responsibilities
none of themlikely ever imagined as part of
their jobs when they took office. They secured
refrigerated trucks for | ocal hospitals, set up
massi ve food banks for constituents, checked on
peopl e stuck in quarantine, held Zoomtown halls,
fought to get an unprecedented nunber of
unenpl oynment cl ai ns approved, and delivered PPE
to our front-line workers and to our communities.

And as our nenbers stepped up in
their conmunities, they also stepped up in the
hal |l s of governnment. As a body, we held hearings

on the effects of COVID on our workforce, on
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smal | busi nesses, on hospitals, on nursing hones,
on schools, on mnority- and wonen- owned

busi nesses. W passed | egislation providing help
for small businesses struggling, for workers, and
for our front-line responders who were desperate
for resources. W passed |laws to nake sure our
denocracy continued to function and voting woul d
be accessi ble and safe for everyone.

Just |ast week we enacted the
strongest eviction nmoratoriumin the nation while
at the same tine hel ping honeowners, snall
| andl ords, and our seniors. W need to do the
sanme for our small businesses too, and we wll.

| said in nmy first remarks as
Majority Leader we must always take the path of
creating opportunities rather than the path of
putting up barriers. W need | ook no further
t han Washi ngt on over the past four years to see
what devastati on can occur when a gover nnent
chooses the | atter path.

But here in New York this Senate,
working with our partners in governnent, has
shown what we can do when we take the path of
creating opportunities. And | know Senat or

G anaris nentioned sone of them but it's worth
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nmenti oni ng again that we strengthened voting
rights, we passed canpaign finance reform we
made sure that New York's | aws recogni ze wonen's
rights as human rights.

We stood up for our LGBTQ conmunity.
We stood up for inmgrant brothers and sisters.
We stood up for victins of abuse and harassnent.
We stood up for tenants and honeowners. W stood
up for Black and Brown New Yorkers who have
di sproportionately suffered because of inequities
in policing in our crimnal justice system W
stood up for victins of gun viol ence who have
been i gnored by Washi ngton for decades.

W did all this while battling a
horrific pandem c that has devastated our
comunities, our econony, and our way of life.

And now as we begin a new year and a
new | egi sl ative session, we have nore work to do
and nore opportunity to create. Qur state's
finances are in desperate shape, and we have a
budget deficit to tackle. W are up to the task
and we can do it without noving towards austerity
or bal anci ng our budget on the backs of our
wor king fam i es.

We need to get serious about making
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sure that everyone shares the burden. W need to
make sure that nore of the mllionaires and
billionaires who have gotten even richer step up
during this pandemic. W need to create new
revenue streans by |egalizing nobile sports
betti ng and marij uana.

But even with these neasures, our
econony cannot fully recover until we put the
COVID-19 crisis behind us once and for all. W
must continue to inprove our testing capacity and
speed, while ensuring that our vaccination
roll out reaches as many New Yorkers as quickly as
possi bl e.

And we need to help our snall
busi nesses stay open. As we did with our
tenants, we have to protect those that have | ost
revenue due to COVID- 19 from eviction

We nust ensure all our students are
able to learn virtually, and that neans broadband
access across New York State.

And while we fix our econony, we
nmust continue inproving our denocracy, which is
the heart of everything el se we do. Universa
mai |l -in voting, early voting hel ped bring record

nunbers of New Yorkers out in Novenmber. And
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while we celebrate this historic turnout, we nust
also fix the problens that led to long |lines and
weeks of vote counting that |eft our elections

unresol ved long after the rest of the country's

were over.
And finally, we nust continue to, as

Dr. King -- who we will be celebrating later this

month -- mght say, bend the arc of the noral

uni verse towards justice. That nmeans that the
Senate will continue to | ook for ways to tear
down barriers, to create new opportunities for
the marginalized, the persecuted, the
di senfranchi sed, and to conbat systenatic
inequality that has gotten -- has really been
exacer bated during this pandenic

This is a bold nandate and a
daunting list of priorities to take on. But bold
action is what the tines require and what the
peopl e who sent us here demand. And from
everything |1've seen fromny colleagues in this
chanber over the past year, | know, worKking
together, we are up to the chall enge.

Thank you agai n, Madam Presi dent.

(Appl ause.)
THE PRESI DENT: Thank you, Senator
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St ewart - Cousi ns, for those nuch-needed and
appreci ated words of hope and prom se. Very
i nspirational

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins, | hand up the
foll owi ng conmttee conference and | eadership
assignments for the Majority Conference and ask
that it be filed in the Journal

THE PRESI DENT: The hand-up is
recei ved and shall be filed in the Journal

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins, in consultation
with Senator Ortt, | hand up the follow ng
committee and conference assignnments of the
Mnority Conference and ask that it be filed in
t he Jour nal

THE PRESI DENT: The handup is
recei ved and shall be filed in the Journal

SENATOR G ANARI S: | s there any
further business at the desk, Madam President?

THE PRESI DENT: There is no further
busi ness at the desk at this tine.

SENATOR G ANARI S: There bei ng no

further business, | nove we adjourn until Monday,
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January 11th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days
bei ng | egislative days.

THE PRESI DENT: On notion, the
Senat e shall stand adjourned until Monday,
January 11th, at 3:00 p.m, intervening days
bei ng | egislative days.

The Senate is adjourned.

(Whereupon, at 1:28 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




