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NEW YORK STATE SENATE

THE STENOGRAPHI C RECORD

ALBANY, NEW YORK

July 23, 2020
12:36 p. m

REGULAR SESSI ON

SENATOR BRI AN A. BENJAM N, Acting President
ALEJANDRA N. PAULI NO, ESQ, Secretary
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PROCEEDI NGS

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will cone to order.

| ask everyone present to please
rise and recite the Pl edge of Allegiance.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age recited
the Pl edge of Allegiance to the Flag.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: In the
absence of clergy, let us bow our heads in a
nmonment of silent reflection or prayer.

(Wher eupon, the assenbl age respected
a nonment of silence.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
readi ng of the Journal.

THE SECRETARY: I n Senat e,
Wednesday, July 22, 2020, the Senate net pursuant
to adjournnent. The Journal of Tuesday, July 21,
2020, was read and approved. On notion, Senate
adj our ned.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, the Journal stands approved as read.

Presentation of petitions.

Messages fromthe Assenbly.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Ri vera
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noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Number 10317 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 7150, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 267.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Sanders
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 3033 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 2231, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 572.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Fel der
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8821 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 7211, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 581.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Har ckham
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Envi ronnent al Conservation, Assenbly Bill Nunber
4398A and substitute it for the identical Senate
Bill 4176A, Third Readi ng Cal endar 881.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2583

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Kennedy
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on
Transportation, Assenbly Bill Nunmber 5390B and
substitute it for the identical Senate Bil
4580C, Third Readi ng Cal endar 882.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Serrano
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 5169A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 5579A, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 887.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Seward
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 10316 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8217, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 896.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Rivera

noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
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Assenbly Bill Nunmber 10500C and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8450C, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 908.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Mont gonery
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Number 2770C and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8525, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 911

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Par ker
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 10628 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8598, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 926.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Carl ucci
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 10629A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8608A, Third Reading
Cal endar 929.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2585

substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Conrie
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Number 6070A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8721, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 948.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Sanders
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Number 3040A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8723, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 950.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Par ker
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Number 8517A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8724, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 951.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Liu noves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,

Assenbly Bill Nunmber 9702 and substitute it for

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2586

the identical Senate Bill 8740, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 954.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Liu noves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8645 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8743, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 955.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Mayer noves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 10674A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8748, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 956.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Kam nsky
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 4077A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8750, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 957.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

substitution is so ordered.
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THE SECRETARY: Senat or Carl ucci
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 10783A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8763A, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 960.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

Messages fromthe Governor.

Reports of standing conmttees.

Reports of select conmmttees.

Communi cations and reports from
state officers.

Motions and resol utions.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Good afternoon,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Good
af t ernoon.

SENATOR G ANARI S: On behal f of
Senat or Kavanagh, | nove to commt Senate Print
6551, Cal endar 217 on the order of Third Readi ng,
to the Commttee on Rules with instructions to
said commttee to strike the enacting cl ause.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: It is

so ordered.

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2588

SENATCR G ANARI S: At this tine can
we take up the reading of the cal endar,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
267, Assenbly Nunmber 10317, substituted earlier
by Assenbl ynenber Peopl es- St okes, an act to anmend
the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal |
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 267, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
Boyl e, Funke, Giffo, Helmng, Jordan, O Mara,
Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach, Serino and
Sewar d.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 15.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
294, Senate Print 1446, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anmend the Real Property Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 294, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
Boyl e, Funke, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Jordan,
Lanza, LaValle, O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer,
Ritchi e, Robach, Serino, Seward and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 39. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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537, Senate Print 6739, by Senator Gaughran, an
act to anend the Public Oficers Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Gaughran to explain his vote.

SENATOR GAUGHRAN: Thank you,
M. President.

A few days ago the forner speaker of
t he Assenbly, once one of the nobst powerful
peopl e in Al bany, was sentenced to six and a half
years for selling out his office. Last August,
ri ght outside of Al bany, in Cohoes, the nayor
pl eaded guilty to federal crimnal charges in a
corruption investigation.

Public corruption, fromselling out
t he power of one's office to covering up
wr ongdoi ng, has reached the | ocal |evel, the
state level, and the federal level. W know it

exi sts, and everybody has to be hel d accountabl e.
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So today we are closing a | oophol e,
a | oophole that says that if you are convicted of
public corruption charges by the federa
government by a plea of guilty, that you nust be
removed fromoffice i Mmediately. So no | onger
may you plead guilty of the charges and then go
back to your public office and continue to
violate the public trust.

So | thank you, M. President, |
thank the Majority Leader, and | vote in the
affirmati ve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Gaughran to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
572, Assenbly Print Nunmber 3033, substituted
earlier by Assenbl ymenber Sol ages, an act to
amend the Labor Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect on the same date and in the
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same nanner as a chapter of the Laws of 2012.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 572, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
Boyl e, Funke, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Jordan,
O Mara, Ott, Robach, Serino and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 14.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
575, Senate Print 5777, by Senator Gounardes, an
act to anmend the Labor Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 575, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
Boyl e, Funke, @Gllivan, Jordan, O Mara,
Ranzenhof er and Robach.

Ayes, 48. Nays, 10.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
581, Assenbly Print Nunmber 8821, substituted
earlier by Assenbl ynenber Paulin, an act to anend
t he CGeneral Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
595, Senate Print 5322, by Senator Parker, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
816, Senate Print 7256, by Senator Ranpbs, an act
to amend the Lien Law.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
872, Senate Print 432A, by Senator Hoyl man, an
act to anmend the Donestic Rel ations Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2595

the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 872, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Amedore, Borrello, Jordan,
Ott and Serino.

Ayes, 53. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
878, Senate Print 1693B, by Senator Krueger, an
act to anmend the Public Health Law and the
Cvil R ghts Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal

the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
881, Assenbly Print Number 4398A, substituted
earlier by Assenbl ynenber Abinanti, an act to
amend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Har ckham to explain his vote.

SENATOR HARCKHAM Thank you
M. President.

It's estimted each year that
40 percent of the food produced in this country

ends up in landfills. [It's an environnental
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catastrophe and al so contri butes to nethane gas
in the environnment. But closer to hone, food
insecurity is a big issue. It's estimted that
in the best of times over 13 percent of
New Yor kers face food insecurity.

But during the pandemc, this is
clearly the nunber-one challenge in ny district.
We can't keep up with the denmand. People who are
I'iving paycheck to paycheck com ng to food banks.
Peopl e who used to donate to food banks now
seeki ng assi stance from food banks. And peopl e
who receive no government assistance at al
obvi ously, when the econony went south, need
assi stance with food. W've had five food
drives; our sixth is this Sunday. So food
insecurity is very real during this pandemc

This | egislation does two things.
One, it takes food out of the landfills by taking
perfectly good food fromthe supermarkets that's
bei ng di scarded and pairs themw th |ocal food
pantries and | ocal partners to facilitate that
exchange.

We're saving space in the |andfil
but, nost inportantly, we're getting nutritious

food to our neighbors who need it. Because in
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New York, no one should ever go to sleep hungry.

| want to thank our Majority Leader

for her help on this bill and noving it to the
floor.

Thank you, M. President. | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Harckhamto be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 881, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
Funke, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Lanza, Ott,
Ritchi e, Robach and Seri no.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 12.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
882, Assenbly Print Number 5390B, substituted
earlier by Assenbl ymenber Lupardo, an act to
amend the Vehicle and Traffic Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal |

the roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 882, voting in the negative:
Senat or Skoufi s.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
883, Senate Print 4717A, by Senator Metzger, an
act to anmend the Tax Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a hone-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar Nunber 883, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Brooks,
Funke, @Gl livan, Gaughran, Giffo, Harckham
Hel mi ng, Jordan, Kapl an, Kennedy, Lanza, LaValle,
Martinez, O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer, Serino,
Skoufis, Tedisco and Thonas.

Ayes, 36. Nays, 22.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
885, Senate Print 5282B, by Senator Kani nsky, an
act to anmend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect January 1, 2023.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Kam nsky to explain his vote.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise today in support of

| egislation that will address the plastics crisis
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and the sustainability crisis that our planet has
been suffering and that New Yorkers havi ng been
di sproportionately contributing to.

Every year -- | would like to read
you sone shocking statistics -- 8 mllion netric
tons of plastic enter our oceans, on top of the
estimated 150 million nmetric tons currently
circulating in our marine environnments. That's
estimated to nmean 5.2 trillion, with a T, plastic
particles currently float in our oceans. Mich of
that comes from singl e-use plastics.

And today's bill addresses the hotel
industry. In just New York al one, single-use
toiletries contribute to 27.4 mllion plastic
bottles that end up either in landfills or in our
wat erways. We can and should do better, and |
appl aud the hotel industry for working with us on
this bill.

They are in support because they
know t hat we need to be forward-1|ooking and work
together to address the plastics crisis. They
know t hat havi ng di spensers in their hotel roons
makes sense and is the future.

So we in New York are taking steps

today to say that beginning in 2023, our hotel
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roons wWill no |onger be providing customers with
singl e-use plastics. It's an inportant nove that
New York is leading the country in showi ng how we
can have a sustai nabl e econony novi ng forward.
Just check this out. Just Marriott,
who is working with us, their 7,000 |ocations,
when they provide dispensers instead of
singl e-use plastics in this country, they wll
save 1.7 mllion pounds of plastic waste, or
500 million tiny particles, fromending up in
| andfills each year.
W as a state can do better. Even
t hough we are in a crisis now, we can still be
forward-thinking. And this legislation will get
us a nore sustai nable planet, with New York
| eadi ng the way.
M. President, | vote in the
affirmative, and | want to thank
Assenbl yman Engl ebright for his work on this too,
and the Mpajority Leader for making this happen.
| vote aye
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Kam nsky to be recorded in the
affirmati ve.

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 885, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
Fel der, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo, Hel mng, Jordan,
Lanza, Little, O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer,
Ritchi e, Robach, Seward and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
886, Senate Print 5470B, by Senator Thomas, an
act to amend the Financial Services Law

SENATOR AMEDORE: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
887, Assenbly Print Number 5169A, substituted
earlier by Assenbl ynenber Ranpbs, an act to amend
t he Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
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the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 887, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Borrello, @Gllivan, Lanza,
O Mara and Ott.

Ayes, 53. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
891, Senate Print 6491B, by Senator Gaughran, an
act to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect on the 90th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Gaughran to explain his vote.

SENATOR GAUGHRAN: Access to water
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is a human right. For too |ong, nmany people who

| represent have suffered paying water bills to a
private water conpany that is four or five tines,
in many instances, nore than their nei ghbor down

the block -- in sonme cases, their neighbor across
the street.

By creating the North Shore \Water
Aut hority, we are establishing a statutory
framework so we can nove towards public water for
these residents. This will bring public water to
the residents of Sea diff, Gen Head, d enwood
Landi ng, and other communities in the area.

So | thank the Majority Leader for
bringing this bill forward, and | vote in the
affirmative. Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Gaughran to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 891, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Kam nsky and Skoufis.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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895, Senate Print Nunmber 8216A, by
Senator Seward, an act to authorize certain
police officers to receive certain service credit
under Section 384-d of the Retirenent and
Soci al Security Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a hone-rul e message at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
896, Assenbly Print 10316, substituted earlier by
Assenbl ynmenber Lifton, an act to authorize the
City of Cortland, in the County of Cortland, to
of fer an optional twenty-year retirenent plan to
Firefighter Travis Marshall

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
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is a hone-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
899, Senate Print 8303, by Senator Giffo, an act
to repeal Section 16 of the General Business Law
relating to the prohibition of barbering on
Sunday.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
900, Senate Print 8328, by Senator Hoyl man, an
act to amend the Public Authorities Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunmber 900, voting in the negative:
Senat or O Mar a.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
907, Senate Print 8448D, by Senator Thomas, an

act inrelation to the collection of energency
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heal th data and personal information and the use
of technology to aid during COVID 19

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Thomas to explain his vote.

SENATOR THOVAS: Thank you,

M. President.

New Yor kers need stronger consuner
protection during this COVID 19 crisis than ever
before. Tech conpanies are creating new tools to
hel p counter the COVID-19 crisis, such as
tracki ng apps and COVI D screeni ng servi ces.

Any technol ogy that involves the
col | ection, processing and di scl osure of
sensitive information can put consumers at
increased risk of exploitation. And that is why
| introduced this bill, to put reasonable limts

on the conpani es' data collection and sharing of
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such health data. The risk here is that
sensitive data about users are being collected
and sent to conpanies for advertising and
profiling.

So ny bill does the following. It
basically says informati on nust be given at a
fourth-grade | evel so that consuners understand
what they are opting into. They nust have a
right to access data that m ght not be correct;
then they can correct it if it's inconsistent.
And the data can only be shared if necessary to
conpl ete the transacti on.

They have a right to delete
information that's wong, an individual can
access the information that a conpany has on
them and data protection audits by a third
party -- all these protections together wll
ensure limts of conpanies' data collection and
shari ng.

| vote in the affirmative. Thank

you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

Thomas to be recorded in the affirnmati ve.
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar Nunber 907, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Giffo, Ott,
Sal azar and Skoufis.

Ayes, 53. Nays, 5.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
908, Assenbly Print Number 10500C, substituted
earlier by the Assenbly Commttee on Rules, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
911, Assenbly Print Number 2770C, substituted

earlier by Assenbl ynenber Bichotte, an act to
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amend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
924, Senate Print 8585A, by Senator May, an act
to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
926, Assenbly Print Number 10628, substituted
earlier by the Assenbly Commttee on Rules, an
act to amend the Ceneral Construction Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
929, Assenbly Print Number 10629A, substituted
earlier by the Assenbly Commttee on Rules, an
act to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
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the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
930, Senate Print 8617B, by Senator Gounardes, an
act to anend the Labor Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to

Cal endar Nunmber 930, voting in the negative:
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Senat ors Akshar and Robach

Ayes, 56. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
931, Senate Print 8623, by Senator Myer, an act
to amend the Education Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
941, Senate Print 8658, by Senator Martinez, an
act authorizing Marie A arakis to change the
desi gnat ed beneficiary of her retirenent
benefits.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
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the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
944, Senate Print 8691, by Senator Skoufis, an
act to anmend the Town Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a hone-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
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Cal endar Nunber 944, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
Boyl e, Fel der, Funke, Gaughran, Giffo, Helmng,
Jordan, Lanza, Martinez, O Mara, Ott,
Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach, Serino, Seward,
Tedi sco and Thonas.

Ayes, 37. Nays, 21.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
945, Senate Print 8692, by Senator Myer, an act
to amend the Labor Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 945, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Amedore, Borrello, Funke,

Jordan, Lanza and Ranzenhof er.
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Ayes, 52. Nays, 6.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
948, Assenbly Print Number 6070A, substituted
earlier by Assenbl ynenber Seawight, an act to
direct the New York State Departnent of Financia
Servi ces and the New York State Departnent of
State's Consuner Protection Division.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 948, those Senators voting in the
negative are Senators Akshar, Borrello, Gallivan
Giffo, Helmng, Jordan, Little, O Mara, Ott,
Ranzenhofer, Ritchie and Seward.

Ayes, 46. Nays, 12.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
949, Senate Print 8722, by Senator Benjamn, an
act to anend the Banki ng Law.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
950, Assenbly Print Number 3040A, substituted
earlier by Assenbl ynenber Vanel, an act to anmend
the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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951, Assenbly Print Number 8517A, substituted

earlier by Assenbl ynenber Colton, an act to anend

t he Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
952, Senate Print 8730, by Senator Kam nsky, an
act to authorize the County of Nassau to
di sconti nue use of certain | ands as parkl and.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a hone-rul e nessage at the desk

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 9. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
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the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
954, Assenbly Print Nunmber 9702, substituted
earlier by Assenbl ynenber Weprin, an act to anend
t he Correction Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal |
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 954, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
Boyl e, Funke, Giffo, Helmng, Jordan, O Mara,

Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach, Serino and
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Sewar d.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
955, Assenbly Print Nunmber 8645, substituted
earlier by Assenbl ynenber Hevesi, an act to anend
t he Soci al Services Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
956, Assenbly Print Number 10674A, substituted
earlier by the Assenbly Commttee on Rules, an

act to anmend the Labor Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
957, Assenbly Print Number 4077A, substituted
earlier by Assenbl ymenber Barrett, an act to
amend the Environnental Conservation Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 957, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Funke,

Gallivan, Giffo, Jordan, O Mara, Ott, and

Ritchie.

Ayes, 49. Nays, 9.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
958, Senate Print 8757, by Senator Conrie, an act
to amend the New York State Medical Care
Facilities Finance Agency Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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959, Senate Print 8761, by Senator Sanders, an
act to anend the Banki ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 959, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
Boyl e, Funke, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Jordan,
Lanza, LavValle, Little, O Mira, Ott,

Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach, Serino, Seward and

Tedi sco.

Ayes, 38. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
960, Assenbly Print Number 10783A, substituted

earlier by the Assenbly Commttee on Rules, an
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act to anmend the Town Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 960, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Boyle, Gllivan
Giffo, Helmng, Jordan, LaValle, Little,
Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Serino, Seward and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 13.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
961, Senate Print 8780, by Senator Myer, an act
to amend the General Business Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect one year after it shal
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have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
962, Senate Print 8781, by Senator Conrie, an act
inrelation to requiring certain provisions be
i ncluded in any procurenent or agreenent prior to
di sposal of any asset.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
965, Senate Print 8786A, by Senator Parker, an
act to anend the Mental Hygi ene Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 60th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senat or Serino to explain her vote.

SENATOR SERI NO Thank you
M. President. | rise to explain ny vote.

|"mgoing to vote in support of this
bill. W need to do all that we can to inprove
nmental health outcones. However, with all due
respect to the sponsor, | find the sponsor's neno
m sl eadi ng and frankly insulting, as it inplies
| aw enforcenent are incapable of assisting in
t hese crisis situations.

This is sonething that's very

personal to nme. |'ve spoken about it quite
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of ten, about ny brother dying by suicide. And

t here was an occasion -- because he had tried it
a fewtine times -- where he was actually in a
hospital, in a roomthat had gl ass where they

coul d watch hi m because of his situation.

And sonehow he escaped fromt hat
room He got into another roomin the hospital
and called me fromthe hospital phone, asking ne
to pick himup. You can just imagine how!l felt,
the panic that | felt, having |ived through this,
two years of himattenpting to die by suicide.

So | had called | aw enforcenent. |
called our local police. And let ne tell you, |
was a decoy. | sat in the car so he would cone
up to me. My brother was 6 foot 7, a body
bui | der, personal trainer, a big guy. So, you
know, that could have been a bad situation. But
it was a great situation. Qur |aw enforcenent
knew what to do to be able to get ny brother and
get himback into the hospital.

And the reason for that is our
sheriffs do the CIT training, which is called the
Crisis Intervention Training. | saw so nany
positive results with this, because they do go

t hrough that training.
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The Senate Majority has cut funding
to this programconpletely in the past two years.
Thi s program works, and we need to be investing
init. And we should be encouraging effective
partnershi ps between | aw enforcenent and nenta
heal th professionals for situations |ike this,
not seeking to exclude any of the stakehol ders.

| encourage ny col |l eagues to
consi der alternative approaches noving forward
and encourage themto join us in making CI'T
training prograns a priority for all |aw
enf orcement .

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senator Serino to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Helm ng to explain her vote.

SENATOR HELM NG Thank you,
M. President. | rise today to explain ny vote.

| have two primary concerns on this
bill, and because of these concerns | wll be
voting no. But the two primary concerns that |
wanted to share with this body and to highlight
for everyone is, nunber one, | have technical --
| have concerns about sone technical issues

within the body of this bill.
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"1l give you just one exanple.
Section 1A, it refers to appointnments to the
proposed council. And in describing those
appointnments, it says that four shall be
appoi nted by the Tenporary Speaker of the Senate.
"' mnot aware of that position in this body. But
that's just one exanple of a technical concern
that | have.

My second concern, and it's a much
| arger concern, is about -- perhaps the intent of
this bill is well-meaning, but what comes across
t hrough the sponsor's nmeno, it's sickening to ne.
| just want to read the first two sentences from

the "Justification,” where it says "Concerning
mental health responses, police officers do not
have a great record.”

What is that based on? What is that
based on? Wat |'ve seen in ny experiences has
been absolutely incredible. Senator Serino
mentioned the CIT training opportunities that
used to be available to all of our departnents,
wi th funding nade avail able by the state. The
| ast two years we saw that funding just cut

dramatically.

That Crisis Intervention Team
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trai ni ng brought together professionals fromso
many different disciplines -- whether it was | aw
enf orcenment working together with nental health
provi ders, whether it was the social workers and
t he case managenent teans fromthe probation
departments or the corrections offices.

Everybody wor ked together, they |earned together.
| attended so many of those trainings to wtness
what was goi ng on.

The success stories after people had
that training -- | think we can all agree that we
all do our best when we work together as a team
and that includes | aw enforcenment working with
our nental health counsel ors.

And again, | go back to the
"Justification"” that | read fromthe sponsor, and
it seenms to ne it's just pushing out this
rhetoric that our police officers don't have a
role to play when there are calls for nenta
heal t h assi st ance.

Police officers need to be engaged
with mental health. This isn't a separate
one-or-the-other choice. And again, |I'm
advocating for support, returned funding for the

Crisis Intervention Teamtraining, getting that
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fundi ng back into the state budget.

| will tell you on the | ocal I|evel
t here have been many departnents that have
continued to fund these prograns in spite of the
| ack of funding coming fromthe state. However,
now that this rhetoric about let's defund the
police continues, is anyone doing anything to
make sure that these prograns remain in place so
that our constituents get the services and the
protections that they need?

So for these reasons and ot hers,
M. President, | ama no on this bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senator Helmng to be recorded in the negative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 965, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
Boyl e, Funke, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Jordan,
LavValle, O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie,
Robach, Seward and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 41. Nays, 17.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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966, Senate Print 8791, by Senator Brooks, an act
to amend the Executive Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
967, Senate Print 8795, by Senator Harckham an
act inrelation to ordering a study and report on
i nprovenents of State Route 9A

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 58.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anaris, that conpletes the
readi ng of today's cal endar.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
there will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Rul es Committee in Room 332.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: The Senate wil |
stand at ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will stand at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 1:20 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
1:44 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will return to order.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: M. President, |
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believe there's a report of the Rules Conmittee
at the desk

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is areport of the Rules Conmttee at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or
Stewart-Cousins, fromthe Conmttee on Rules,
reports the following bills:

Senate Print 3318A, by
Senat or Jackson, an act to anend the
Adm ni strative Code of the Gty of New York;

Senate Print 5041, by Senator Mayer,
an act to amend the Westchester County
Adm ni strative Code;

Senate Print 5627, by
Senat or Parker, an act to anmend the
Public Service Law,

Senate Print 6758B, by
Senat or Kam nsky, an act to anend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law

Senate Print 7034, by Senator
Borrello, an act to legalize, validate, ratify
and confirmthe actions of the Panama Central
School District;

Senate Print 7037, by
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Senat or Gaughran, an act in relation to
| egalizing, validating, ratifying and confirm ng
a transportation contract of the Cold Spring
Har bor Central School District;
Senate Print 7038, by
Senat or Gaughran, an act to |egalize, validate,
ratify and confirmthe actions of the Huntington
Uni on Free School District;
Senate Print 7215A, by
Senat or Savi no, an act to anmend the
Adm ni strative Code of the Gty of New York;
Senate Print 7370, by
Senat or Metzger, an act to |egalize, validate,
ratify and confirmthe actions of the Mnticello
Central School District;
Senate Print 7565, by Senator Ott,
an act to amend the H ghway Law;
Senate Print 7708, by
Senat or Jackson, an act to anend the
Public Service Law,
Senate Print 7757A, by
Senat or Kavanagh, an act to anend the
Private Housi ng Fi nance Law;
Senate Print 7762, by

Senat or Kapl an, an act to anend the Penal Law
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Senate Print 7763A, by
Senat or Hoyl man, an act to amend t he Penal Law,
Senate Print 7775, by
Senator Ritchie, an act relating to |egalizing,
validating, ratifying and confirmng a
transportation contract of the Fulton City
School District;
Senate Print 8014C, by
Senat or Harckham an act in relation to providing
that certain schools shall experience no
financial harmfor reduced enroll nment or
inability to operate for the full 180 session
days due to the outbreak of coronavirus di sease
2019 (COVI D-19);
Senate Print 8334A, by
Senat or Mayer, an act to amend the Labor Law,
Senate Print 8437, by Senator Liu,
an act to anmend the |Insurance Law
Senate Print 8530, by
Senat or Carlucci, an act relating to validating
certain acts by the Pearl River Union Free School
District;
Senate Print 8609A, by Senator
Har ckham an act to anmend the Public Health Law
Senate Print 8755, by
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Senat or Serino, an act to anend the H ghway Law;

Senate Print 8809A, by
Senat or Metzger, an act to establish a hei ghtened
review of new permts for the operation of
certain electric generation facilities;

Senate Print 8817, by
Senat or Hoyl man, an act to amend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law;

Senate Print 8828, by Senator Ranos,
an act to anend the Labor Law

Senate Print 8829, by
Senator Martinez, an act in relation to requiring
that COvVID-19 contract tracers be representative
of the cultural and linguistic diversity of the
comunities in which they serve;

Senate Print 8831, by
Senat or Kam nsky, an act to anend the
Judi ci ary Law;

Senate Print 8832, by Senator Liu,
an act to anend the Tax Law

Senate Print 8833, by
Senator G anaris, Concurrent Resolution of the
Senat e and Assenbly proposi ng an amendnent to
Sections 2, 4, 5, 5-a and 5-b of Article 3 of the

Constitution;
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Senate Print 8834, by Senator
Mont gonmery, an act to amend the Family Court Act;

Senate Print 8835, by Senator
Sepul veda, an act to anmend the Public Health Law.

Al bills ordered direct to third
r eadi ng.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Move to accept
the report of the Rules Committee.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Al in
favor of accepting the Commttee on Rul es report
signify by saying aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed, nay.

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
report is accepted and before the house.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Pl ease take up
t he readi ng of the suppl enental cal endar,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a substitution at the desk

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Sal azar

noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
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Assenbly Bill Number 7991A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill Nunmber 6678A, Third
Readi ng Cal endar 485.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
485, Assenbly Print Nunmber 7991A, by
Assenbl ynenber Sinotas, an act to anend the
Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 485, voting in the negative:
Senator Ott.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
974, Senate Print 3318A, by Senator Jackson, an
act to anmend the Adm nistrative Code of the City
of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Jackson to explain his vote.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,

M. President and ny col |l eagues.

| rise this afternoon in order to
support this bill. And this bill will relieve a
smal|l part of the burden that hundreds of
t housands of New York City residents face every
si ngl e day.

And we have finally prohibited --
this bill will finally prohibit a surcharge for
installation or use of air-conditioners in
rent-regulated units. |If the tenant pays their

own electric bill, that surcharge is lifted.
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As you know, many of the tenants in
our state's biggest city are facing a very tight
squeeze financially, like others around the State
of New York as we hope to begin reopening our
econony. And this helps themnowto live in
confort, in slightly nore affordable
air-conditioning, and repeals a paynent that
never shoul d have been faced in the first place.

So | thank ny Assenbl ynenber
col | eague Jeff Dinowitz for collaborating with ne
on this bill, and | hope that they pass it so the
Governor will signit intolawto give relief to
hundreds of thousands of individuals who have
air-conditioners in their hone.

| vote aye, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Jackson to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 974, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
Gl livan, Giffo, Hel mng, Jordan, Lanza,

Lavalle, Little, Martinez, O Mara, Ott,
Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach, Serino, Seward and

Tedi sco.
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Ayes, 41. Nays, 109.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Mayer noves
to discharge, fromthe Commttee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Number 5839A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 5041, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 994.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
994, Assenbly Print Nunmber 5839A, by
Assenbl ynenber Paulin, an act to amend the
West chest er County Adm ni strative Code.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
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Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 994, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
Boyl e, Funke, @Gllivan, Giffo, Hel mng, Jordan,
LavValle, O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie,
Robach, Serino, Seward and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 42. Nays. 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
996, Senate Print 5627, by Senator Parker, an act
to amend the Public Service Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 996, those Senators voting in the

negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
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Boyl e, Funke, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Jordan,
Little, O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie,
Seward and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 44. Nays, 16.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Kam nsky
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 10803A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 6758B, Third Reading
Cal endar 1007.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1007, Assenbly Print Nunmber 10803A, by the
Assenbly Conmmittee on Rules, an act to anmend the
Envi ronnent al Conservation Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
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the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Kam nsky to explain his vote.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thank you so
much, M. President.

No part of our state, be it
Long Island, New York City, the Hudson Vall ey,
the North Country, or anywhere, is anybody's
dunpi ng ground. But we've lately seen an
epi dem ¢ in dunping of toxic construction
materials that are fouling our environnent,
poi soni ng our water and deeply inpacting our
communi ti es.

And it would not surprise you,
M. President, to know that these are often
dunped i n our nost di sadvantaged comuniti es.

Take Roberto Clenente Park in
Suffol k County. New York City conpani es drove
t hrough New York City, through Nassau County into
Suf fol k County and found a conmunity, a diverse
comunity, a comunity nmade up of nmany inm grant
famlies who | guess they thought woul dn't care
or notice, or no one would fight for them and

dunped tons and tons of toxic waste in their

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2648

communi ti es.

A grand jury report by the Suffolk
district attorney found that toxic dunping is
epidem c and yet the law is not equi pped to fight
it. So today we pass our first anti-toxic
dunping bill that will give penalties
commensurate to the gravity of the offense and
will finally give |law enforcenent the tools they
need to conbat this heinous offense.

|"m proud to support this bill today
because we're finally taking steps to address a
probl emthat's gone unaddressed for too | ong.

| really want to thank the
Suffol k County district attorney, TimSini, for
his hard work in bringing attention and having a
serious commtnent to fighting this epidemc of
t oxi ¢ dunping; to Assenbl yman Steve Engl ebri ght
and Assenbl ynan Steve Stern, who | abored on this
as well; and to our Majority Leader, Andrea
St ewart - Cousi ns, who knew that this crime was
unjust, that it was a crine of epic proportions
i npacting environnmental justice commnities, and
that not acting was not an option.

|"m proud to vote in the

affirmati ve, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Kam nsky to be recorded in the affirmative.
Announce the results.
THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1007, those Senators voting in

t he negative are Senators Akshar, Amedore and

Giffo.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Borrello
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8926 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 7034, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1008.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1008, Assenbly Print Number 8926, by
Assenbl ynmenber Goodel |, an act to |egali ze,
val idate, ratify and confirmthe actions of the

Panama Central School District.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Gaughr an
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8896 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 7037, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1009.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1009, Assenbly Print Number 8896, by

Assenbl ynenber Stern, an act in relation to
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| egalizing, validating, ratifying and confirm ng
a transportation contract of the Cold Spring
Har bor Central School District.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Gaughr an
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8898 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 7038, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1010.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1010, Assenbly Print Number 8898, by
Assenbl ynmenber Stern, an act to | egalize
val idate, ratify and confirmthe actions of the
Hunti ngt on Uni on Free School District.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Savi no
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 7820A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 7215A, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1011.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1011, Assenbly Print Nunmber 7820A, by
Assenbl ynmenber Fall, an act to amend the
Adm ni strative Code of the Gty of New York.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1011, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Kavanagh and Mri e.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Met zger

noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
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Assenbly Bill Nunmber 10594 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 7370, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1012.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1012, Assenbly Print Nunber 10594, by the
Assenbly Committee on Rules, an act to |egalize,
val idate, ratify and confirmthe actions of the
Monticello Central School District.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1013, Senate Print 7565, by Senator Ortt, an act
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to anend the H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1014, Senate Print 7708, by Senator Jackson, an
act to anend the Public Service Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 7. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
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Jackson to explain his vote.

SENATOR JACKSON: Thank you,

M. President. | rise again regarding this
particular bill.

This vote goes hand-in-hand with the
passage of S7159, which | spoke about yesterday,
whi ch ensures that our constituents in the entire
State of New York, and all healthcare consumers,
will receive accurate and understandabl e notices
about their nedical coverage.

Qur vote today for this bill begins
the process of ensuring that residential and
busi ness consuners will receive bills that fairly
and understandably explain the billing for the
el ectric services that we receive.

These are both bills that will begin
to level the playing field between giant
corporations and our constituents. Qur vote wll
now al | ow New Yorkers across the state to fully
understand their electric bills and rmake inforned
deci sions about their electric use and their
habi t s.

Thank you, M. President. | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
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Jackson to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1014, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
Funke, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helm ng, Jordan, Lanza,
LavValle, Little, O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer,
Ritchie, Serino, Seward and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Kavanagh
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Number 4129A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 7757A, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1015.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1015, Assenbly Print Nunmber 4129A, by
Assenbl ymenber Cynbrowitz, an act to anmend the

Private Housi ng Fi nance Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect on the first of January.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal |
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1015, those Senators voting in
the negative are Senators Helmng and Ott.

Ayes, 58. Nays, 2.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1016, Senate Print 7762, by Senator Kaplan, an
act to anmend the Penal Law.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1017, Senate Print 7763A, by Senator Hoyl man,
act to anmend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read

it

an
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the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 9. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1017, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
Funke, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Jordan, Little,
Martinez, O Mara, Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie,
Robach, Seward and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 17.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Ritchie
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 9951 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 7775, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1018.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1018, Assenbly Print Number 9951, by
Assenbl ynenber Barclay, an act relating to
| egalizing, validating, ratifying and confirm ng
a transportation contract of the Fulton City
School District.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Har ckham

noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
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Assenbly Bill Nurmber 10193 and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8014C, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1019.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1019, Assenbly Print Nunmber 10193, by
Assenbl ynmenber Abinanti, an act in relation to
provi ding that certain schools shall experience
no financial harmfor reduced enrollnment or
inability to operate for the full 180 session
days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

bill is passed.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber,
1020, Senate Print 8334A, by Senator Mayer, an
act to anend the Labor Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Mayer to explain her vote.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

M. President. | rise to explain ny vote.

And | first want to thank our
Majority Leader, Senator Andrea Stewart- Cousins,
for bringing this bill to the floor, and
particular thanks to Eric Katz, deputy counsel to
the Majority, who helped nme get this bill over
the finish line.

This bill, requiring the paynent of
prevailing wage on traditional public works
projects for the hauling and delivery of
aggregate supply construction materials, is

critically inportant to the working nen and wonen
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of New York.

These wor ki ng peopl e, many of them
menbers of the Teansters | ocal s throughout
New York, are the bedrock of many of our
communities. They help build our state, yet too
often they are left behind in our discussion and
our action on this floor.

Today we ensure that when they pick
up, deliver, and return the stones and gravel
that are essential for concrete and for buil ding,
they are paid prevailing wage for that work. Too
often they drive, drop off at a construction
site, and return, only to get 20 m nutes of
prevailing wage when they actually worked for
hour s.

Ironically, some of the nost
responsi bl e contractors already pay for this, but
they' re undercut by a race to the bottomfor
t hose contractors seeking the cheapest deal.

This bill fixes that inequity.

There have been questions raised
about applicability of this bill to construction
proj ects covered by Labor Law Section 224A that
applies prevailing wages to private projects,

whi ch was passed | ast year.
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First, that section does not take
effect until January 1, 2022. And even when
Labor Law 224A does take effect, this bill does
not extend prevailing wage requirenments to
delivery or hauling of aggregate supply
construction materials to any private
construction projects, pursuant to that section.

Today's bill limts its application
to Labor Law Section 220, prevailing wage
construction projects, and does not extend to
private construction projects under Labor Law
Section 224A.

As we end, hopefully, this pandem c
and begin to rebuild our conmmunities, let's
ensure our working nen and wonen get back to work
safely, and let's fix this | oophole, make sure
our working brothers and sisters are paid the
right wage for their work, all that they are
owed, and prevailing wage on prevailing wage
proj ects.

Thank you, M. President, and | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Mayer to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.
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THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar 1020, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
Funke, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Jordan,
Lavalle, Little, Martinez, O Mara, Ott,
Ranzenhofer, Serino, Seward and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 17.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1021, Senate Print 8437, by Senator Liu, an act
to amend the | nsurance Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1021, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,

Borrell o, Funke, Gllivan, Giffo, Hel mng,
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Jordan, LaValle, Little, O Mara, Ott,

Ranzenhofer, R tchie, Robach, Serino, Seward and

Tedi sco.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Carl ucci,
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nurmber 9802A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8530, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1022.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1022, Assenbly Print Nunmber 9802A, by
Assenbl ynmenber Jaffee, an act relating to
validating certain acts by the Pearl River Union
Free School District.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This

act shall take effect inmediately.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1022, voting in the negative:
Senat or Lanza.

Ayes, 59. Nays, 1.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1023, Senate Print 8609A, by Senator Harckham an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Serino
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 8361A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8755, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1024.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1024, Assenbly Print Nunmber 8361A, by
Assenbl ynmenber Jacobson, an act to anmend the
H ghway Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1025, Senate Print 8809A, by Senator Metzger, an
act to establish a heightened review of new
permts for the operation of certain electric
generation facilities.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Metzger to explain her vote.

SENATOR METZGER: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise to thank Majority Leader
Andrea Stewart-Cousins for her support of this
very inportant and tinmely bill that will require
a new and hi gher level of review of CPV s
fracked-gas power plant in Wawayanda as the DEC
consi ders whether to approve a Title V air

quality permt for this facility.
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Thi s power plant shoul d have never
becone operational in the first place and should
not be allowed to continue to operate. It is
entirely at odds with the goals of the dimate
Leadership and Community Protection Act that we
passed | ast year and that is now the |aw of the
land -- not to nmention the health, quality of
life, and environmental inpacts on surroundi ng
communities in Orange County.

This bill requires that the permt
be denied if the facility's operation is
i nconsistent with the CLCPA and the public
interest and requires public hearings in making
that determination. It is absolutely essential
for protecting the health and well-being of the
communities | represent, and | vote aye.

Thank you very mnuch

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senat or Metzger to be recorded in the
affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1025, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,

Borrell o, Funke, Gllivan, Giffo, Hel mng,
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Jordan, LaValle, Little, O Mara, Ott,

Ranzenhofer, R tchie, Robach, Serino, Seward and

Tedi sco.

Ayes, 42. Nays, 18.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
as we continue to go through the cal endar, there
will be an imedi ate Finance Comrittee neeting in
Room 332.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
will be an i medi ate neeting of the
Fi nance Conmttee in Room 332.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Hoyl man
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 4739C and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8817, Third Readi ng
Cal endar 1026.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2672

1027, Senate Print 8828, by Senator Ranps, an act
to amend the Labor Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1027, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Jordan, Ott and
Ranzenhof er.

Ayes, 57. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

There is a substitution at the desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senator Martinez
noves to discharge, fromthe Conmittee on Rul es,
Assenbly Bill Nunmber 10567A and substitute it for
the identical Senate Bill 8829, Third Readi ng
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Cal endar 1028.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
substitution is so ordered.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1028, Assenbly Print Nunmber 10567A, by the
Assenbly Committee on Rules, an act in relation
to requiring that COVID- 19 contact tracers be
representative of the cultural and linguistic
diversity of the comrunities in which they serve.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)Al

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1028, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Borrello, Helmng,
O Mara and Ott.

Ayes, 56. Nays, 4.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1029, Senate Print 8831, by Senator Kam nsky, an
act to anend the Judiciary Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1029, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,
Borrell o, Funke, Gllivan, Giffo, Hel mng,
Jordan, Lanza, LaValle, O Mara, Ott, Ritchie,
Robach, Serino, Seward and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 17.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1030, Senate Print 8832, by Senator Liu, an act

to anmend the Tax Law.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1030, those Senators voting in

t he negative are Senators Borrello, O Mara and

Robach

Ayes, 57. Nays, 3.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
1031, Senate Print 8833, by Senator G anaris,

Concurrent Resolution of the Senate and Assenbly

proposi ng an anendnent to Sections 2, 4, 5, 5-a

and 5-b of Article 3 of the Constitution.
SENATOR AMEDORE: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it

asi de.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Nunber
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1032, Senate Print 8834, by Senator Montgonery,
an act to amend the Family Court Act.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Read
the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal |
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1033, Senate Print 8835, by Senator Sepul veda, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Lay it aside.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Lay it
asi de.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President.

Can we recogni ze Senator Ranbs to

speak on the bill we just adopted, Cal endar
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Nunmber 1027.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Ranos.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
M. President.

l"mrising to say thank you to
several people who were instrunental in hel ping
us pass this bill to create a nore centralized
reporting of construction fatalities.

Just a few days ago, in M dtown
Manhattan, we had a construction fatality; a
person fell off of a scaffold. And
unfortunately, because there is no centralized
reporting, they don't actually count towards the
nunber of worker deaths in our state. This has
not allowed for us to really deep-dive into the
reasons why especially the construction industry
can be so dangerous.

| nmean, at one point there is a
NYCOSH report that says that we have a
construction death in New York every five days.
That's unconscionable. W need to be able to
addr ess what ever dangerous worki ng conditions
there are in our state so that we can protect

workers, and this bill is going to help us do
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just that.

So | want to thank, of course, our
Majority Leader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, but |
al so want to thank all of the building trades and
especially Mke M@iire, fromthe Mason Tenders,
and al so nmy colleague in the Assenbly, Carnen
De La Rosa, who have hel ped push this forward.

And hopefully we'll finally be able
to protect workers and nake sure that they return
to their famlies at the end of the day.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anaris, that conpletes the reading of the
suppl emrent al cal endar.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

At this point we're going to nove to
the controversial calendar, and we are going to
begin with Cal endar 1033, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Anmedor e.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thank you,

M. President.
| believe there's an anendnent at

the desk. | waive the reading of that amendnment
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and ask that you'd recogni ze Senat or Tedisco to
be heard.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: So we
have to read the bill first.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Ckay.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1033, Senate Print 8835, by Senator Sepulveda, an
act to anend the Public Health Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Amedore, why do you rise?

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thank you,
M. President.

| rise because | believe that there
is an anendnent at the desk, and | ask that you
wai ve the readi ng of this amendnment and ask that
you woul d recogni ze Senator Tedi sco to be heard.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Thank
you, Senator Amedore.

Upon review of the anendnent, in
accordance with Rule 6, Section 4B, | rule it
nonger mane and out of order at this tine.

SENATOR AMEDORE: M. President, |
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appeal the chair's ruling, M. President, and ask
t hat Senator Tedi sco be recogni zed.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
appeal has been nade and recogni zed, and
Senat or Tedi sco nmay be heard.

SENATOR TEDI SCO Thank you,
M. Amedore. Thank you, M. President, and ny

col | eagues here today.

| believe -- | wear ny mask, but |
believe I'lIl be followi ng the CDC guidelines. So
as | nove forward with this -- because ny gl asses

are getting all fogged up, and I want to nmake
sure | can see everybody I'mtalking to here in
the room And we're well-distanced here
socially. So |l think it will be all right.
Ri ght now there's only about 10 of us in the
room

As | nove forward, M. President and
nmy coll eagues, with this appeal of this
warrant ed, inportant and certainly generic and
germane anmendnent, | want to first and forenost
wi sh nmy col | eagues on both sides of the aisle
well -- their famlies, their constituents, ny
constituents in the 49th Senate District which

are concerned about what's happening in our
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| ong-term healthcare facilities and our nursing
homes, and thank them and their constituents,

New Yorkers, for their resiliency. This was five
nmont hs of not just a health crisis, but we know
we're in the mdst of an economic crisis right
now.

And this particular amendnment is
germane because it directly relates to the
bill-in-chief. The bill-in-chief says we're
goi ng to enhance sone liabilities for our
| ong-term healthcare facilities. W're kind of
reduced and m nim zed when both majorities in
this house and in the Assenbly passed the
Governor's budget. And none of ny coll eagues, of
course, on our side of the aisle voted for that
particul ar budget in the Assenbly or the Senate.

And what this amendnment woul d do, if
we put it forward, if there is going to be nore
liability and nore bl ane, we should know who the
responsibilities are for for what took place with
a lot of individuals who were a part of the
tragedy that has taken place in New York State,
32,000 to 34,000 -- I'mnot exactly sure what the
nunbers are -- New Yorkers lost their |ives.

But the tragedy within that tragedy
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of that loss of Iife -- and one loss of life for
New Yorkers is too many -- was our npst

vul nerabl e popul ation in our long-termcare
facilities had an inordinate amount of | oss of
life due to the coronavirus.

It's been speculated, and | call it
specul ation, that 6,400 nursing hone patients
lost their life in New York State. Now, |
specul ate on that because nost of the states
count those individuals in nursing homes who
contracted the virus but then got so sick they
had to go to a hospital and passed away at a
hospital. | don't believe New York State has
done that. So we really don't know t he nunbers,
and there's speculation it could be double that.
It could be 12,000, it could be 13,000
i ndi vi dual s.

Thi s anendnent relates to the
bill-in-chief because it provides us an outside,
i ndependent, bipartisan, nonpartisan -- takes
politics, to the best we can, out of any
suggestion by the adm nistration or anybody el se
that it was either the CDC, the president, the
federal governnment, the |ong-term heal thcare

facilities thensel ves, or now what the
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adm ni stration has settled on, it's the blanme of
t he healthcare workers in those facilities. W
can probably name those he hasn't blamed for this
wildfire that's taken place in those facilities,
rat her than the people he has bl aned.

But the fact of the matter is you
can't run away fromthe facts. W need this
anmendnent for this outside, independent,
nonparti san, nonpolitical investigation. Not
only so we can get those nunbers, not only so we
can check on the regul ati ons and the oversi ght
that the state should have had and the nursing
homes' work that they should have done, but
actually what orders that took place fromthis
executive | evel actually mght have inpacted what
took place in these facilities.

That's why this is germane. It
shoul d coincide. If you're going to add
liability, where does the liability fall?

Now, on March 12th, we probably al
know t hat the Governor put forth an executive
order. He put forth an executive order that no
friends, famly or |oved ones shall enter a
nursing home to visit their | oved ones in the

nur si ng hone.
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Now, he could have said you'll go to
a separate room you'll follow CDC guidelines
you'll be tested before you go in there, there's

one person in a room He | guess erred, he

t hought, on the side of safety. No |oved ones
woul d visit. That's kind of being | oosened up
right now Not to the extent, naybe, that it
shoul d be.

That was March 12th. On March 25th
the adm ni stration and the Executive put another
executive order out. And this executive order
said it would require nursing hones to accept
COVI D-19 patients being discharged. And nursing
homes woul d be barred fromtesting those
i ndi vidual s as they entered the nursing hones.

Now, there's a disconnect there.
don't have to have hearings on anything, | don't
have to have an investigation to be concerned
about the fact that on -- tw weeks before he
said you' re nandated to take these individuals
who have the virus into nursing honmes, two weeks
before that he said no fam |y nmenbers what soever
can visit the nursing honmes. There's a
di sconnect there, | think nost people would

agr ee.
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But then as nore and nore and nore
of this wildfire built up, 6,400 patients --
that's an estimate, | believe. | believe it's
much beyond that -- into May, going towards the
m ddl e of May. On May 10th the Governor did
sonmet hing el se that doesn't make sense.

Al the way fromthat 25th executive
order to place themin the nursing hones,
COVI D- 19 di agnosed patients, he was saying that
di d not cause the expansion of the wildfire in
those long-term healthcare facilities or the
nursi ng homes. Over and over and over, | guess
you could count 15 to 20 tinmes: It did not cause
t he expansion, ny executive order to place them
into nursing homes with COVI D 19

On May 10t h, he gave anot her
executive order. You know what that executive
order was? And this is the disconnect.

May 25th, you're mandated to put themin --

March 25th, rather, you' re mandated to put them
inthe facilities. May 10th, you may not put a
COVI D- 19 di agnosed patient into a nursing hone.
But from March 25th to May 10th, never caused any
wildfire, didn't cause the expansion of the |oss

of life in the nursing hone. That's a
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di sconnect.

Now, | appreciate the Governor,
t hrough hi s appoi nted comm ssioner fromthe
Department of Health, and through the individuals
who he hires with the Health Departnent in
New York State, had an investigation. But
t hi nk just about everybody -- the nedia,
Denocrats and Republicans, Senators,
Assenbl ynmenbers, famly nenbers -- are taking
that with a grain of salt. Because | think we
know what happened t here.

Those i ndividual s were appoi nted by
t he Governor, hired by the Governor. The peer
revi ew people, many of themwere getting funding
fromthe State of New York and donated quite a
bit of noney to the executive level, to the
Governor of New York State.

So | appreciate that investigation,
but I think we should take it fromhere as a
responsi bl e |l egislative body. | appreciate the
hearings com ng up in August. They'll be great.
But | don't think that's an outside, independent,
bi parti san, nonpartisan use of subpoenas to bring
people in and get the real facts.

Because you know who deserves the
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real facts? Who deserves the real facts are the
famly menbers, the | oved ones, the friends of

t hose who lost their lives in |arge nunbers in
those long-term healthcare facilities. Wo the
Governor, on March 12th, said you can't conme and
visit your |oved ones, and on March 25th | think
did a disconnect and really was a part of this
wildfire that took place and said: But COVID 19
patients nust be accepted, and you are barred
fromtesting themto see if they still have the
infection, the virus.

So ny col | eagues, M. President, |
do believe this is germane. If it's not germnane,
you shoul d bring another bill out, ny bill out
that does this, and we should just vote straight
up on the bill. If we're passing a bill that
provides liability, enhanced liability -- which
this Majority gave protection fromliability to
those long-term healthcare facilities -- if
you're |l oosening that up and providing liability
at sone |level, you should be finding out exactly
what took place with the loss of all those |ives.
Their | oved ones deserve to get sone type, sone
form of closure.

And until we get something that's

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2688

out si de, i ndependent, bipartisan, with subpoena
power, | think there's going to be a |ot nore
guestions. And they don't deserve to have
guesti ons.

So | would ask you and ny col | eagues
to reconsider this appeal, to provide this
i nvestigation for your constituents, for our
friends and | oved ones, for our fam |y nenbers,
for the people we represent. They deserve it.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Thank
you, Senator Tedi sco.

| want to rem nd the house that the
vote is on the procedures of the house and the
ruling of the chair.

Those in favor of overruling the
chair signify by saying aye.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Request a show of

hands.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anari s.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
at this tinme we'll waive the showi ng of the hands

and record the entire Mnority Conference in the

affirmati ve.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: W t hout
obj ection, so ordered.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
ruling of the chair stands, and the bill-in-chief
is before the house.

Senat or O Mar a.

SENATOR O MARA: Yes,

M. President, is the -- who's going to handl e
this bill on debate?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senat or Kam nsky.

SENATCR O MARA: Oh, Senator. GCood
af t ernoon.

| just wanted to nake sure | was on
the right bill, and I am So thank you.

Senat or Kam nsky, are you the
sponsor of this bill?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Wai t.
Are you asking the Senator to yield for a
guestion?

SENATOR O MARA: Yes,

M. President. WII Senator Kam nsky vyield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or yields. The Senator vyields.

SENATOR O MARA: Ckay. Are you the
sponsor of this bill?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,
M. President, | amnot the sponsor of the bill
but I will be debating this bill on behalf of the
Maj ority Conference.

SENATCR O MARA: When was this bill
i ntroduced? Through you, M. President, if the
sponsor will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: When was this bill
i ntroduced?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,
M. President, on Monday. Three days ago.

SENATOR O MARA: On Monday of this
week?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,
M. President, yes.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
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M. President, will the sponsor yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
the Senator yield? The Senator yields.

SENATOR O MARA: Has t here been any
public hearings on this |egislation?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,
M. President, no.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, will the sponsor yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Does -- can you
expl ain generally what this legislation is doing?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,
M. President, this bill seeks to narrow the
scope of the inmunity provided to healthcare
facilities in our budget.

Specifically, the bill will narrow
the imunity provisions to only apply to
heal t hcare services for confirmed or suspected

COVI D-19 patients, by anmending the definition of
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"heal t hcare services" to renove those provisions
that provided immnity to services for non-COVID
patients during the pandem c.

Specifically, this bill will narrow
t he scope of healthcare services that woul d be
protected to only the diagnosis and treatnment of
COvVID-19, and it would require that the provider
be directly providing the healthcare services to
t he patient.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, will the sponsor yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Wl |
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: This | egislation
is amending what this | egislative body passed in
April; correct?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,

M. President, yes. It amends the parts of the
budget bill that specifically reference
heal thcare liability imunity.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you

M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senat or, based on
that legislation we did in April, based on the
energency of the pandem c that we had at the
time, is it your position now that we are no
| onger in an energency situation over the COVID
pandem c?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,

M. President, it's our position with respect to
non- COVI D services that we are now in a place
where we believe that if -- especially now that
we're putting healthcare facilities on notice
that if they are inviting patients to conme in and
t ake advantage of their services, and now that we
are certainly far fromthe height of treating the
epidenmic that we were in April when we -- our
hospital s were bei ng overwhel ned, that we are now
at a point of being, with respect to non-COVID
services, at a place where we expect regul ar,
proper treatnment to be given and that famlies

shoul d be able to have recourse, fromthe time of
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the signing of the bill forward, to be able to
deal with any nedical mal practice that they may
bel i eve had happened.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, will the sponsor yield for another
guesti on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: WIIl this
legislation -- is this legislation retroactive to
the start of the pandem c?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,

M. President, no. It will take effect fromthe
nmonment it's signed going forward.

SENATOR O MARA: So through you
M. President --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: So still, under
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this legislation, clainms can't be brought agai nst
a nursing hone or a hospital during that period
since the April legislation and the final
enactnent of this bill; correct?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,
M. President. To be clear, clains can certainly
be brought. The budget provisions provided an
affirmati ve defense that you had to show a
connection, if you were a healthcare facility or
a healthcare provider, that you were inpacted by
COVID or inpacted by state regulations related to
it and that is why you took the action you did.

That is going to be the case and
still the law up until the time -- if and when
the Governor signs this bill, assumng it passes
bot h houses, that would then change. Fromthat
nmonment forward, liability related to non-COVI D
treatment and di agnosis coul d be sought.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the sponsor will yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Wil
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

Senat or vyi el ds.
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SENATOR O MARA: You' re aware,
Senat or, that we have public hearings schedul ed
on the handling of nursing home patients during
this pandemic for the first week or so in August.
Wuldn't it be wiser to go through that hearing,
get testinmony and input fromthe facilities as
wel | as other care providers and victinms as wel|?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,
M. President, I amwell aware of those hearings.
|"m | ooking forward to them And this -- what we
do today doesn't forestall any future action that
m ght be taken or cause the facts to be gathered
at those hearings to sinply be ignored. There's
certainly action that we can take if we find it
conpel ling at that tine.

But 1'"'mgoing to refer to the old
Bob Dylan line, which is "You don't need a
weat herman to know whi ch way the wi nd bl ows."
And | think the average New Yorker can tell that
we're certainly not at the height of the pandem c
where we are finding any space available in a
hospital for a given room where we saw t he
horrific scenes of having freezer trucks outside
to handl e the amount of bodies.

Hospital s are saying come on in,
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come to us now, get your col onoscopy, get that
heart check, get your services. And they are
certainly holding out to the public that they
could performthese in a professional way to the
hi ghest degree of care, and that m stakes are not
going to be nade. That's a far cry fromwhere we
were during this emergency, and | think having
this provision prospectively works.

Now, this will not, obviously, be
t aki ng anybody by surprise. W are setting the
standard and saying fromnow on we are operating
under a different standard, and act accordingly.
And | think that will give them enough notice to
anmend their procedures in such a way that they
feel they'll only undertake those that they think
they could do properly, and | think that that's
fine.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the sponsor will yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Wul d you agree,
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Senator, that we don't really need a weat herman
to tell us that sending COVID positive patients
into nursing homes was like throwing a lit match
on dry grass?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: |"mnot going to
respond to that question. It is nongermane to
this debate about prospective liability.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Does the --

Senat or, do you feel that the COVID infections
that resulted fromthe CGovernor's action --
demandi ng and requiring nursing hones to take
patients without testing them-- that there stil
remains COVID infections in these facilities
directly related to that?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,
M. President. | at this tinme have no
i nformati on about where a particular COVID

infection may or may not have come from
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| know that we are having heari ngs.
| know that the three chair nmenbers who are
associated with those hearings are very serious
about digging into the facts, and |I | ook forward
to finding out those facts and follow ng them
wherever they | ead, whether they | ead to one
pl ace or another. So I think we still have facts
to gather, and | wel come that process.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the sponsor will yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: In a scenario
where a non-COVID patient goes into a hospita
for a procedure, or into a nursing hone as a new
resident, and they're not COVID- positive, and
they contract COVID while they're in the nursing
home or in the hospital for that procedure, under
this legislation, can -- can -- is the hospital
or nursing home protected fromliability for that
i nfection?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,
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M. President, that would have to be a
fact-specific question.

But it is certainly the case that
that facility woul d make the argunment that
because that was not related to the treatnent of
COvVID, that they are not protected fromthat
liability.

O to put it in the reverse, their
affirmati ve defense woul d be fought with the
argurment that it had nothing to do with COvVID and
therefore they are liable for protecting its
spread and ensuring that people aren't going to
be put in contact and cone down with the virus.

So it is very possible that a
| awsuit could proceed al ong these |ines under
this |egislation.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Is it the

determ nation of yourself and the sponsor and the
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Majority of this house that we now understand
COVID wel | enough that we can be assured that
hospital s and nursing homes can protect

i ndividuals fromgetting infected while they're
inthe facility?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,

M. President. | could certainly say that every
i ndi cati on we've gotten from our own government,
on to the doctor on Main Street, is they need to
cone into the doctor and avail thensel ves of

t hose servi ces.

They don't say: However, we have no
i dea whether we could protect you fromgetting
COVID, so go at your own risk. They're |ike,
Come on in, get your heart checked out, get your
col onoscopy, get your work done.

And | believe what they nean by that
is you will have a very ordinary experience |ike
you woul d have at any other tinme, there's no need
to be afraid, please cone here, do not |let fear
override your decisions. And | think that's
certainly a fair thing to say, because | believe
that they can protect people.

Now, this liability still --

protection, liability protection, still extends
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to COVID. And | think that's an inportant
distinction. | do think COVID itself is, you
know, something that we're still |earning about
and then deserves to that have protection going
forward, and that's why the bill is bifurcated in
the way it is.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
Senat or Kam nsky.

On the bill, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
O Mara on the bill.

SENATOR O MARA: | agree with the
sponsor on this in lifting the limts on
liability for general nalpractice, for other
activities in a hospital or a nursing hone that
may be done negligently, without the requiring of
showi ng of gross negligence in those.

But | have -- | have grave concerns
over the last question that | asked about an
i ndi vi dual who's COVID-free that goes into a
hospital or a nursing home and then can all ege
that they then got COVID in that facility,
bringing a claimfor that.

| really have concerns that we're

not still fully aware of how COVID is
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transmtted. And, nore inportantly, I'mnot sure
we're fully aware of how we can stop the
transm ssi on of COVID.

And while you're going into a
facility that has COVIDin it -- hospitals have
had COVID patients. Nursing hones have had COVID
patients. Staff coming in and out could have
COvID. It exists in those facilities. And while
|"mgoing to vote for this legislation, | am
concerned of opening that liability to these
facilities.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Are
t here any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 3. This
act shall take effect inmediately.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senat or Serino to explain her vote.
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SENATOR SERI NO Thank you
M. President.

|"mgoing to vote in support of this
bill because | believe that we need to do al
that we can to ensure that vul nerable New Yorkers
have a voice in this process. But | have a few
issues that I'd like to get on the record.

First of all, this body should be
ashamed of how it's handl ed the nursing homes and
long-termfacilities during the pandemc. To
pass this bill, a bill that holds our healthcare
facilities liable for issues that nay have arisen
as a direct result of bad state policies, is
truly outrageous.

| have been leading a call for a
heari ng and an i ndependent investigation on this
i ssue since May. After nonths of inaction, this
body finally set a hearing date for August. And
now we're back for our fourth session since COVID
hit, and you' ve passed absolutely no |egislation
to better protect residents or support the
hardworking facilities that care for them

Let ne be clear. W need to do al
that we can to hold any bad actors fully

accountable. But this legislation fails to get
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to the real problem It does absolutely nothing
to hold the state responsible for its terrible
policy decisions and |ack of support. |t does
nothing to get answers to the famlies of over
6, 400 New Yorkers who died fromCOVID in
New York's nursing homes. And it only plays into
t he scapegoating the state is trying to do to
turn attention away fromits dangerous policies
like the March 25th order that sent
COVI D-positive patients directly into nursing
hones.

These vul nerabl e New Yorkers, their
| oved ones, and their caretakers deserve better.
| urge this body to set politics aside, make this
issue a real priority, and take real action to
better support these residents and the caregivers
who have quite literally put their own |ives on
the line taking care of our |oved ones.

Thank you, M. President. | vote
aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senator Serino to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senator Borrello to explain his
vot e.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
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M. President.

You know, throughout this whole
COVID crisis we've tried to err on the side of
caution. W've been told, you know, that we
cannot nove forward on sone things, |ike having
our famlies together in a |arger gathering.
W' ve been told because we really don't know
what's going to happen next.

We've been told all along that we
al ways shoul d be careful and cautious. And |
believe that those that are caring for our nost
vul nerabl e citizens, our elderly, those that are
required to be in full skilled nursing or in
assisted living, have truly been doing the best
they can. Many of them when the Governor
ordered these COVID positive patients back in
nur si ng homes, stood up, took their own personal
liability, said | will pay the fine, but we are
not going to do this because it wll endanger our
residents. They put thensel ves, their businesses
on the line to stand up agai nst what turned out
to be a horrific decision.

So now we' re standi ng here saying we
know exactly what's going on. W're going to

l[ift this limt on liability for these people
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that are caring for our nost vul nerable citizens.
One thing | know for sure is that this is the
nost litigious state in the nation, in the nost
litigious country in the world. There are
al ready plenty of lawsuits out there. And this
| egi sl ati on does not protect our nost vul nerable
citizens.

Instead, in my opinion, this is just
a big wet kiss on the lips for our trial |awers
here in New York State. And that is really what
this is all about. W're going to, in this state
of flux that we're in, while we are still unsure
is there going to be a resurgence of this virus,
we are going to let |oose the dogs of our trial
| awyers on the people that are protecting our
nost vulnerable citizens in this state.

| think it's abhorrent, at the very
least. It's premature for sure, because we have
yet to have these hearings that we've tal ked
about that will be next nonth. So why don't we
wait for the hearings before we decide that we're
going to rel ease the hounds on people that are
caring for our senior citizens.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
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Borrell o, do you vote yes or no?

SENATOR BORRELLO "1l be no.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Borrello to be recorded in the negative.

Senator O Mara to explain his vote.

SENATOR O MARA: "1l pass,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
O Mara to pass.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1033, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Biaggi,
Borrell o, Funke, Giffo, Helmng, Jordan,
LavValle, Little, Martinez, Ott, Ranzenhofer,
Ritchi e, Robach and Sal azar.

Ayes, 45. Nays, 15.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President. Can we next nove to
Cal endar 1026.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

Secretary will read.
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THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1026, Senate Print 4739C, by Assenbl ynenber Fahy,
an act to amend the Environnmental Conservation
Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
O Mar a.

SENATOR O MARA: Yes, thank you
M. President. WII the sponsor yield? 1Is that
goi ng to be Senator Kam nsky again? Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR O MARA: It's our |ucky
day.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: You are not the
sponsor of this legislation, correct,
M. Kam nsky?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: That's correct.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: This bill that

will ban PFAS in all food packagi ng materials was

i ntroduced by Senator Hoyl man on July 20t h?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,
M. President. The original bill -- that is
largely intact today -- was introduced in 2018
and was actually voted on |last year and passed
overwhelmngly in this house with bipartisan
support.

SENATOR O MARA: So through you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or yi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: So we' re being
asked to vote on this bill today that has been
revised fromprior years and that was j ust
i ntroduced three days ago.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,
M. President. The only thing that's different

is the effective date was pushed back, which
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t hi nk you woul d probably find to be a salutary
change. And there was al so a technical change.
It's 99 percent the sane bill that was voted on
in a bipartisan fashion in favor |ast year.

SENATOR O MARA: The --
M. President, will the sponsor yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: | s there any
al l owance in this legislation for trace anmounts
of PFAS being in the material, since PFAS is
commonly found in the environnment?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,

M. President, if not intentionally added, then

yes.

SENATCR O MARA: Does this --
t hrough you, M. President, will the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
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Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: This | egislation
does not call for any distinction between what is
referred to as a short-chain PFAS versus a
| ong-chain PFAS, is that correct?

SENATCOR KAM NSKY: That's correct,
M. President. Because the literature shows a
serious amount of harm bei ng caused by bot h.
Even the short-chain chemcals are extrenely
del eterious to human heal t h.

That was also true in the bill that
we passed as a body last time, with overwhel m ng
bot h Republican and Denobcratic support.

SENATOR O MARA: Thr ough you,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senator, are you
aware that the FDA has approved short-chain PFAS
as safe to use in packaging? And further, that
the FDA is currently review ng that position?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,
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M. President, the FDA's work is actually being
under review. They're re-reviewing it.

And ot her states have taken action
against that. And as | said before, the
literature is very strong out there that the
short-chain chemcals are very seriously
i npacting, in a negative way, public health.

And in fact our own State Departnent
of Health has put out very explicit |anguage
about prol onged exposure to those chemi cal s.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, will the sponsor yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Senat or, do you yield? The Senator vyields.

SENATCR O MARA: You woul dn' t think
it wwse for us to wait for the FDA's further
review of this, of what they had previously found
as safe and what is commonly used in food
packagi ng froma variety of businesses, that we
should wait for sonething that is under reviewto
see those findings before we just nove ahead and
ban this outright?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,

M. President. The National Toxicol ogica
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Program of the U S. Departnent of Health just
recently concluded that short-chain and

| ong-chain PFAS have simlar toxic effects in
humans.

And even | ooking at what industry
has done anong itself, places |like Taco Bell --
not known as a bastion of human health --

Panera Bread, Wole Foods, Rite Aid, Trader
Joe's -- have all taken steps to elimnate PFAS
in their food packagi ng.

So | think the time is ripe to take
action, just as it was |ast session when we
passed this with bipartisan support. W have a
crisis in our state with having these conpounds
in our water, and we have done a | ot through our

stat e budgeting, through state progranms, to do

our best to clean our water to the extent that we

can, to get rid of these enmerging contam nants.
But stopping their pollution in the
first place is inmportant, and stopping their
| eaching into food that we ingest is inportant.
That's why this is an inportant step to take
t oday.
SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Al'l food packagi ng
mat eri al s have to be approved by the FDA for use,
and that process takes several years to go
through. And while this bill does not take
effect until -- | think the end of next year, is
that correct? Then --

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Decenber 31,
2022.

SENATOR O MARA: 2022. So the
process for FDA approval of alternative
packagi ng may not be able to be conpleted in that
time franme, would you agree?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,

M. President. | have tons of confidence that
t he Biden adm nistration will be able to nove
these things a |lot faster.

SENATCR O MARA: I'1'l believe it
when | see it.

SENATOR KAM NSKY: But | do think

it's worth pointing out that the very recent
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Nati onal Defense Authorization Act that was
passed by both houses of Congress and t hat
pertains to the health of our mlitary, which we
all would think woul d be and should be of utnost
i mportance, prohibits the use of PFAS in mlitary
f ood packagi ng.

So | think whether it's through
industry itself, other states taking action, the
U.S. governnent's own regulation with respect to
its mlitary are sending a clear nessage to
busi ness that they should be noving in this
di rection anyway and shoul d be expeditiously
doi ng so.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Senator, are you
awar e that the packaging industry in New York
State is one of our |argest manufacturing
i ndustries, with roughly 38,000 jobs in the
packagi ng i ndustry in New York State?
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SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,
M. President, yes.

SENATOR O MARA: Thr ough you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he Senator yield?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Do you have any
concerns over the protection of or |oss of those
j obs?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: Thr ough you,
M. President. | know the sponsor has been
wor ki ng closely with several industry groups to
make sure that they were involved in the process
incrafting this legislation. And the New York
Sust ai nabl e Busi ness Council recently issued a
menor andum i n support of this bill.

SENATCR O MARA: Excuse ne, what
was the | ast one?

SENATOR KAM NSKY: The New York
Sust ai nabl e Busi ness Council, M. President.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you

On the bill, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
O Mara on the bill.

SENATCR O MARA: This bill concerns
me, and the pace in which we're noving it, with a
bill that was just introduced three days ago, no
hearings on this topic.

It's a material that, yes, is cause
for concern and shoul d be studied and revi ewed.
And the FDA is in fact in the process of
reviewi ng that now.

This legislation is opposed by the
Aneri can Forest and Paper Association, it's
opposed by the National Federation of |ndependent
business, NFIB, and it's opposed by the New York
St at e Busi ness Council, which the Business
Council is expressing concerns over the
38,000 jobs that we have in New York in the
packagi ng industry and the |ivelihoods attached
to those jobs with this |egislation.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Are
t here any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is
cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.
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Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 4. This
act shall take effect Decenber 31, 2022.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Cal |
the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1026, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Anmedore, Borrello,
Funke, @Gallivan, Helm ng, Jordan, Little, O Mara,
Ott, Ranzenhofer, Robach and Seward.

Ayes, 48. Nays, 12.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
bill is passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we nove on to Cal endar 1031, pl ease.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1031, Senate Print 8833, by Senator G anaris,
Concurrent Resolution of the Senate and Assenbly

proposi ng an anendnent to Sections 2, 4, 5, 5-a
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and 5-b of Article 3 of the Constitution.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
O Mar a.

SENATOR O MARA: Thank you
M. President. WII the sponsor yield for a
coupl e of questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: I will.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Senator, this
constitutional anmendnment is amending a
constitutional anmendnment on the |Independent
Redi stricting Comm ssion that was approved and
passed by the voters of New York State in 2014;
correct?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Mostly correct.

| should clarify that | believe the
word "independent" as it relates to this
commi ssion is in dispute, as a judge refused to
allow that word to appear on the ballot when it
was voted on

SENATOR O MARA: " msorry,

couldn't hear you
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SENATOR G ANARI S: The word
"i ndependent” as it relates to the current
commi ssion has been in dispute for the better
part of a decade, and a judge ruled that that
word could not be used when it was placed on the
bal | ot .

But overall, your statenent is
correct.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Thi s amendnent
effectively elimnates the mnority conferences
of the Legislature fromparticipating in the
redi stricting process.

The menbers of the conm ssion, two
appoi nted by each conference, so eight in total,
and then two appointed by the -- those
conmi ssi oners that were chosen, woul d make the
findings and submttals to the Legislature on

redi stricting.
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And it would require -- the 2014
anmendnent woul d require that any situation where
t here were not seven nenbers of that 10-nenber
board in agreenent on the plan to be submtted,
that that would be subject to a two-thirds vote
by each legislative house, correct? And this --
and this anendnent reduces that to 60 percent.

SENATOR G ANARI S: | ncorrect.

The inmportant caveat you're | eaving
out is that rule would only apply in the
ci rcunst ance where the Denocratic Party is in
charge of the Senate. Had the Republican Party
been in charge of the Senate, an entirely
different set of voting rules was established
under the current system

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Thi s amendnent
applies to both whether it's a Denpcrat nmajority

or a Senate {sic} mpjority of both houses. If it
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were Republican majorities of both houses, then
it would require a two-thirds vote of the
Legislature if seven of those commi ssion menbers
didn't agree.

SENATOR G ANARI S: I"mtrying to
understand what the question is; you just nmade a
statenent. But 1'Il assune you ended that with
"is that correct.”

It's -- you are laying bare, the
Senator is laying bare the nal feasance that took
pl ace in establishing this conm ssion. The
Assenbly has been in super-majority status for
decades. And for the then-Republican nmajority of
the Senate to say if sonehow the Assenbly turns
Republ i can too -- which was never in the real mof
possibility -- then we'd al so be subject to these
rules, when in fact on a practical basis the
cl ever wordsm thing of this existing proposal
only applied because at the tine the Senate
makeup was in dispute.

Now, it should put Senator O Mara
and others at ease to know that we have beaten
them so badly over the last cycle that in fact
we're on the verge of a super-mmjority oursel ves.

So this entire hypothetical may be noot. But we
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are just trying to establish that the sanme rul es
apply to everybody, regardless of which party is
in control .

And to have established in the
Constitution different rul es dependi ng on
partisan control is an outrage that we' ve been
staring at in our Constitution for alnost a
decade. And we are fixing it starting today.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Wbul dn't you
agree, Senator, that the |Independent
Redi stricting Comr ssion was designed for
bi parti sanship and so that it wouldn't be
controlled by just one party?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No. The
conmi ssi on was established -- the rules that we
live under, the conmi ssion is a part of that,
were designed to protect the majorities at the

time they were established.
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SENATOR O MARA: | will disagree
with that, M. President. But if the sponsor
will yield for another question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Thi s amendnent,
further, changes sone |anguage that will allow
the Legislature to draw lines that divide towns;
is that correct?

SENATOR G ANARI S: No. No. The
| anguage in the Constitution as it relates to the
di vision of towns is unchanged.

SENATOR O MARA: Excuse ne?

SENATOR G ANARI S: The | anguage in
the Constitution as it relates to the division of
towns i s unchanged.

SENATCR O MARA: What? | can't
hear you. It is what?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Unchanged.
Unchanged.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Unchanged.
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SENATOR G ANARI S: VWhi | e Senat or

O Mara is perusing, | can read to you from
page 2, line 34 of the bill. This is the
exi sting | anguage of the Constitution. "No town,

except a town having nore than a full ratio of
apportionment, shall be divided in the formation
of Senate districts."

That's the existing |anguage, and
t hat' s unchanged.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Maybe | need sone
further clarification. But |I'mreading on page 4
of the bill. Paragraph 6, lines 37, 38, renoves
| anguage -- line 40, excuse ne, deletes | anguage
that states "the requirenents that the Senate
districts not divide counties or towns as well as
t he ' bl ock on border' and 'town on border’
rules" -- you're renoving that | anguage fromthe

anmendnent .
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So howis it that you can say that
you're not going to be able -- that you're not
going to be able to divide towns or the other
situations nmentioned therein?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Because of the
| anguage | just read to you that states very
clearly that no town shall be divided in the
form ng of Senate districts.

SENATCR O MARA: Where was t hat
agai n?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Page 2 of the
bill, line 34.

SENATOR O MARA: So through you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senat or vyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Are you stating,
Senator, that it is not the intention of this
amendnent to allow for the division of towns?

SENATOR G ANARI S: That's right.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Thi s amendnent
further requires that inmates be counted from
their hone. How is that determ ned, Senator?

SENATOR G ANARI S: It's al ready
determ ned. The rul e about prison gerrymandering
has been in place for over a decade in this
state, and it was in place when the | ast
reapportionnent occurred. So the state is --
al ready knows howto do this. Al we're doing is
codifying it in the Constitution itself.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: What happens in a
situation where an inmate may be incarcerated

somewhere and their famly relocates to be cl oser
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to that prison so they can visit nore often, and
then the inmate is rel eased and stays in that
| ocal e?

SENATOR G ANARI S: " msorry, can
you repeat the question, please?

SENATOR O MARA: Yes, Senat or

If the inmate's famly relocates to
the community in which the prison is, why woul d
that inmate's honme not be considered in that
comunity?

SENATOR G ANARI S: well, as |
menti oned, the rule on how that is determned is
already in place. W are not changing that. And
the rule requires that the incarcerated
i ndi vi dual be recogni zed at their place of
previ ous domcile before they were incarcerated.

There's no guarantee that that
person woul d choose to live with their famly if
the famly noved. The rule in New York, as it
has been for over 10 years, is that that person
is counted where they previously resided.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the sponsor will vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does

t he sponsor yield?
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SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: What happens in
the situation of an inmate that is from out of
state?

SENATOR G ANARI S: They woul d not
be counted as living here. They would be
out-of -state residents.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the sponsor will yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: There are nmany
instances in this anendnment where it is stricken
that aliens shall be excluded fromthe nunbers
bei ng used for reapportionnment. Wat is the
intention of that?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: The intention is
to clarify already existing practice due to
constitutional decisions at the federal |evel.

The undocument ed have been -- and the document ed
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i mm grants have been counted for census purposes
for many, many years.

So that's nore of a cleanup of
exi sting practice because we have anachronistic
| anguage in the Constitution.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: | woul d di sagree
with that interpretation that -- yes, aliens and
illegal aliens and undocunented have been counted
for census purposes. But those nunbers have not
been utilized for apportionnent of districts.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes, they have.

SENATCR O MARA: Wher e?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: At their current
resi dence.

SENATOR O MARA: Excuse ne.
Through you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does

t he sponsor yield?
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SENATOR O MARA: You' re sayi ng

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Hol d
on. Does the sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: So you' re saying
in prior reapportionnents this state has utilized
t he nunbers of aliens, illegal aliens,
undocunent ed, in reapportioning districts.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Absol utely, yes.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Just | ast week we
had a hearing on the | ndependent Redistricting
Comm ssion that you chaired, Senator, and there
was nmaj or concerns raised by the interested
parties testifying at that hearing of the tight

time frane in being able to turn around maps from
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t he I ndependent Redistricting Conm ssion, and
that this legislation wiuld not go into effect,
at the earliest, till January 2022. Correct?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Correct.

SENATOR O MARA: It will have to go
again for another public referendumfor the
voters of New York to determ ne whether to
approve or disapprove this amendnent that was
just done in 2014 and has never been utili zed;
correct?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Correct.

SENATOR O MARA: Can you --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Are you
aski ng the sponsor to yield?

SENATOR O MARA: W/ | the sponsor
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: There are
currently eight individuals that have been
appoi nted by the four conferences of the

Legislature to the I ndependent Redistricting
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Comm ssion as it stands today, correct?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Correct.

SENATOR O MARA: And t hey have not
met -- through you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: And those
commi ssi oners have not yet net to choose the two
i ndependently chosen comm ssioners; correct?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: | believe that's
correct.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: In this year's
budget that was passed in April, | believe there
was $750, 000 appropriated for the |Independent

Redi stricting Comm ssion, and presently the
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majorities of the Assenbly and the Senate have
not rel eased that funding for the |Independent
Revi ew Conmmi ssion to get to the work?

SENATCOR G ANARI S: M. President,
the comm ssion, until it's fully constituted, is
not fully constituted, and so those nonies are
not needed at this tine.

| should also point out, to correct
an answer | gave earlier, we do not have ei ght
menbers of the conm ssion because a conm ssi oner
appoi nted by the Senate Republicans has resigned,
and that seat is vacant. So perhaps if that seat
were filled nore pronptly, the conmm ssion could
go about its work.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: How i s the current
menbers of the I ndependent Redistricting
Comm ssi on, of which there's presently a quorum

of those that have been appointed -- how are they
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supposed to neet, how are they supposed to neet
wi t hout any resources whatsoever? They have no
of fi ce space, they have no conputers, they have
no phones. You know, this is kind of a

chi cken-and-egg scenario. So how do we get

started with this conmm ssion?

SENATOR G ANARI S: It's a bit of a
red herring, M. President. |If the conmssionis
| ooking for a place to neet, |'m nore than happy

to offer the Majority Conference Room for their
pur poses. They can neet on Zoom |l i ke everybody
el se.

The point is you need to nmake an
appoi ntment that's vacant, your conference does,
Senator O Mara, and then the eight remaining --
t he ei ght existing conm ssioners at that point
need to pick the other two. That's what's
hol ding up their activity.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.
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SENATCR O MARA: For the record,

t hat appointnent was filled this norning.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Oh.

{1 naudi bl e. }

SENATOR O MARA: So they're al
there, they're all ready, they're available. And
t hey have to get about -- through you,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

Can | ask who the appointee is,
since we're not aware of it?

SENATOR O MARA: We just knowit's
been appointed, | don't

It's former Senator Jack Martins.

SENATCOR G ANARI S: Oh, excellent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: Oh, this anmendnent
al so changes the process of picking the

co-executive directors. And | believe it was the
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intention of the 2014 anmendnent that the
co-executive directors of the comm ssion be
chosen in a bipartisan fashion. As the |anguage
said, one of them nust be fromthe |argest party
of registered voters in the state, and the other
one fromthe second-|largest party of registered
voters in the state.

And t hat has been renmoved so now you
coul d have both executive directors fromthe sanme
party; correct?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Only if the
Republ i can appoi ntees to the conmm ssion woul d
agree to do that. You need seven votes of the
commi ssion to appoint the executive directors.

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield? Sponsor, do you yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR O MARA: Wiy was t hat
| anguage renoved that nore clearly specified that
so it would be, in fact, bipartisan?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Vell, the -- as
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| nmentioned earlier, the setup that exists in the
current | anguage was designed to bake in an
advantage for the party that was afraid of |osing
its mpjority and then in fact it did.

The specific provisions that you're
tal ki ng about now are nodel ed in many ways after
t he nmuch-maligned structure of the Board of
El ections, where you assunme that there's one from
each party doi ng everything.

In fact, we set up a structure where
the commission will vote and the vote of that
comm ssion will, as a practical matter, require
t he agreenent of representatives of both parti es.
So | don't think the scenario you're |aying out
is really a source of concern

SENATOR O MARA: Through you
M. President, if the sponsor would vyield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR O MARA: The initial work
of the eight comm ssion nmenbers that have al ready

been appointed, their initial work is to choose
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the two i ndependent nenbers, as | guess we refer
to them But they'll be chosen by those eight.

Wt hout having a budget and any
resources, no staff, how do they go about the
process of soliciting individuals for the
i ndependent conmi ssioners, for collecting,
receiving and revi ewi ng background i nformation on
t hose prospective comi ssioners? How does that
get done with no resources?

SENATOR G ANARI S: Very sinmply, is
t he answer.

But et nme also point out that the
scope of the question you' re asking has nothing
to do with what we're proposing here today. The
probl enms you are seeking to identify, if in fact
t hey are problens, have nothing to do with the
proposed changes we want to make.

| f you're concerned the comm ssion
is not noving fast enough or doesn't have the
resources it needs to do its work, that's a
probl em before we pass this, it will be a problem
potentially, if it exists, after we pass it, but
it has nothing to do with what we're proposing
here today.

SENATOR O MARA: On the bill
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M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
O Mara on the bill.

SENATCR O MARA: | think the fact
t hat no funds have been rel eased for the
| ndependent Redi stricting Conm ssion to date that
were appropriated in April in the budget really
speaks volunme for what the intent of this
Majority of this chanber is about today, and that
i s not about independent redistricting.

And | can tell you that now that the
shoe is on the other foot, the sponsor is singing
atotally different tune than he did back in
January of 2012, when he was screaming "lI'd |ike
to see fairness in this process. W have a
process that's controlled by the mpjorities, and

they want to damage the mnorities,”" was his
attitude then.

Two wongs don't nake a right, if
t hat even was the case then. And | don't believe
it was, because we had a fair process. W had
bi parti sanshi p between the Assenbly and the
Senate in that process. And the independent

redi stricting amendnent that was done in 2014,

approved by the voters of New York State, has not
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even been utilized yet.

So it's clear to me that these
maj orities are not about fairness, they're not
about independent redistricting. And it's clear
that it's an attenpt to control the whole
process, to draw the mnority conferences out of
exi st ence.

Thi s anendnent changes the vote
required to approve the redistricting maps froma
two-thirds vote, which the mnority conference in
the Senate currently -- currently can bl ock
because of that two-thirds requirenment. It
reduces that to 60 percent, which the current
mnority of the Senate does not have enough votes
to block that -- those maps that were drawn or
submtted. So it's clearly not bipartisan.

It is -- it couldn't be better
stated than this nmeno of opposition fromthe
League of Wonen Voters and Citizens United {sic},
and I'Il just read fromsonme of that: "A fair
and open districting process is free from
political interests, fosters public
partici pation, and guarantees every person's vote
has equal val ue.

"This proposed constitutional
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anendnent takes a step back in ensuring these
principles and risks returning to the sane
politically controlled process that has existed
in New York for decades.

“In particular, this amendment woul d
elimnate the mnority party from having any
effective voice in redistricting. It dimnishes
the role of the Independent Redistricting
Comm ssi on, which was approved by the voters in
2014. It limts public participation in the
redistricting process and will create |egal
uncertainty."

And sonething that -- if approved in
Novenber of 2021, the new conm ssion woul d have
to submt their first maps in January of 2022,
when that anmendment woul dn't even be effective
until January 1st of 2022.

The League of Wonen Voters and
Citizens United further state that in 2014,
New Yor kers approved a constitutional anmendment
that limted the role of the Legislature in
drawi ng new nmaps and added protections that
ensured that no one political party could
dom nate the redistricting process. This

proposed amendnent el imnm nates these provisions.
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It repeals the special legislative
voting rules in place in case one party controls
bot h houses, which required the plans to be
approved by at least two-thirds of the nenbers of
each house. Now that is reduced to a 60 percent
maj ority.

It takes away the voting rights of
m nority appoi nted comm ssioner nmenbers in
appointing the two co-executive directors of the
commi ssion. The proposed anendnent effectively
cuts off the mnority party from having any
i nfluence on the redistricting process.

The amendnent significantly reduces
the role of the comm ssion in the entire process.
| f the comm ssion does not reach a decision by
Novenber 1st, its plans will be submtted -- if
it's not submtted by that date, then the plans
will be -- the Legislature will introduce its own
redi stricting plans.

It is likely that the redistricting
comm ssion will not get a decision by January 1,
2022, the effective date of this proposed
anmendnent. The bipartisan nature of the
conmmi ssioners requires the two parties to work

together. That role is dimnished. Practically,
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the real redistricting process would begin on
January 1, 2022, rubber-stanping |egislatively
drawn lines, and the work of the Independent
Redi stricting Commi ssion will becone all but
nmeani ngl ess.

The existing 2014 anendnent we did
that created the Independent Redistricting
Comm ssion calls for public involvenent of
12 public hearings at designated | ocations across
the state. Now, for an |Independent Redistricting
Commi ssion that won't take effect until
January 1st of 2022, they're required to submt
their plans -- | believe the date is by the end
of January 2022.

How can t hey possibly sel ect
i ndependent conmi ssion nenbers, hire co-executive
directors, hire staff, get the conputers and
conput er software necessary to draw t he maps, and
hold the 12 public hearings across the state in a
nont h?

Thi s amendnent all but
effectively -- this anendnent effectively
nullifies the Independent Redistricting
Comm ssion and will nake it inpossible to follow

an i ndependent redistricting process come 2022.
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| urge a vote in the negative.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Are
t here any other Senators w shing to be heard?

Seei ng and hearing none, debate is

cl osed.
The Secretary will ring the bell.
Call the roll on the resol ution.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Anedor e.
SENATOR AMEDORE: We request a sl ow
roll call, please.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: So
or der ed.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Addabbo in
the affirmative.
Senat or Akshar in the negative.
Senat or Anedore in the negative.
Senator Bailey in the affirmative.
Senator Benjamn in the affirmative.
Senator Biaggi in the affirmative.
Senator Borrello in the negative.
Senat or Boyle in the negative.

Senator Breslin in the affirmati ve.
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Senator Brooks in the affirmative.

Senator Carlucci in the affirmative.

Senator Conrie in the affirmative.

Senator Felder in the affirmative.

Senat or Funke in the negative.

Senator Gllivan in the negative.

Senat or Gaughran in the affirmative.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
G anaris to explain his vote.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,

M. President.

| heard the comments of ny
col | eagues earlier, and | just wanted to clarify
a coupl e of things.

First of all, what we're dealing
with in large part is a plan drafted by them So
to the extent they've got problens with it, they
should talk to their coll eagues who assenbl ed
this nockery of a process al nost a decade ago.

The things we're changing are
i mprovenents to nake it fairer. Perhaps they're
upset because know ng they were on the downsl ope
of their long najority, they tried to build in
protections for thenselves for when they were no

longer in the majority, and now that day has
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come. Thankfully, | mght add.

Now, | thought it was arusing that

Senator O Mara kept referring to Citizens United,

because it says a | ot about what they think of
t he denocratic process. Let me correct him
Citizens United is the Suprenme Court case that
says corporations can spend freely in our
elections. It should be overturned, but that's
got nothing to do with what we're tal ki ng about
here today.

| believe he was referring to
Citizens Union, which is one of the groups here
i n New York.

What | would Iike to do is cite
organi zations | consider nore credible. Conmon
Cause, NYPIRG and Reinvent Al bany have a

statenent of their own that says that "The

proposal that we have before us today is |audable

specifically because it elimnates the partisan
commi ssion voting rules. And it elimnates the
convol uted rul es that change dependi ng on the
parti san nakeup of the Legislature."

This is a denocracy, and you don't
get to bake in an advantage for the Republican

Party for all time just because you' re a nenber
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of the Republican Party.

Yes, the voters approved the
| anguage that's there today, and the voters wll
have to approve the changes we're proposing. |If
it gets on the ballot of Novenber 2021, it
doesn't go into effect in January of 2022, but
the comm ssion will have full know edge that it's
going to go into effect for a full tw nonths, so
t hey can prepare accordingly and plan so that
they're -- when we hit January 1, they can conply
with the new cal endar requirenments in this
pr oposal .

So |'ve seen a lot the last couple
of years in our time in the magjority here, and |
nmust say the unfairness of what the |egislative
process used to be is really evident when those
that abused it for so |long are now conpl ai ni ng
that they're on the receiving end. And even
still, we try and be fair. What we're trying to
do here is just elimnate the provisions that
created that unfairness.

We're not saying we can do what ever
we want. We're not saying get rid of this
commi ssion -- which | opposed at the tine,

m ght add. W're just saying let's take sone of
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the worst things that you did in here -- to give
a mnority a pernmanent advantage is not going to
stand. That's not how denocracy works. You
don't get to be rejected by the 19-plus mllion
peopl e of New York State and then say, But |'m
still going to have power over redistricting nore
than the majority party.

It's an affront to denbcracy. It
expl ai ns why nost of you voted against all our
efforts to allow nore people to vote just
yest er day.

And fortunately we have a ngjority
now t hat cares about people being heard and that
cares about what the majority in this state want.
That's what this proposal does. |'m proud we
have the support of such great organi zations for
the provisions of this proposal from Conmon
Cause, from NYPIRG from Rei nvent Al bany.

They have -- and just to clarify,

t hey have said they want us to go even further in
changi ng what you have created. But they do say
t hat what we have done and are proposing today is
an i nprovenent over what exists today.

And that is why I"mvoting in the

affirmative, M. President. Thank you.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or

G anaris to be recorded in the affirnmati ve.

THE SECRETARY: Senator G anaris in

the affirmative.
Senat or
affirmative.
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or

Senat or

Gounardes in the

Giffo in the negative.
Harckhamin the affirmative.
Hel m ng in the negative.
Hoyl man in the affirmative
Jackson in the affirmative.
Jordan in the negative.

Kam nsky in the affirmative.
Kaplan in the affirmative.
Kavanagh in the affirmative.
Kennedy in the affirmative.
Krueger in the affirmative.
Lanza in the negative.
LaVall e in the negative.
Little in the negative.

Liu in the affirmative.
Martinez in the affirmative.
May in the affirmative.
Mayer in the affirmative.

Met zger in the affirmative.
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affirmati ve.

affirmati ve.

affirmati ve.

Senat or

Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or

Senat or

Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or
Senat or

Senat or

Senat or

Mont gonmery in the

Myrie in the affirmative.
O Mara in the negative.
Ott in the negative.
Parker in the affirmative.
Persaud in the affirmative.
Ramos in the affirmative
Ranzenhofer in the negative.
Ritchie in the negative.
Rivera in the affirmative.
Robach in the negative.

Sal azar in the affirmative.
Sanders in the affirmative.
Savino in the affirmative.

Sepul veda in the

Serino in the negative.
Serrano in the affirmative.
Seward in the negative
Skoufis in the affirmative.
Stavisky in the affirmative.

Stewart-Cousins in the

Tedi sco in the negative.
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Senator Thonmas in the affirmative.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senator G anaris.

ENATOR G ANARI S: M. President,
can we now nove to Cal endar 816

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
816, Senate Print 7256, by Senator Ranpbs, an act
to amend the Lien Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Anedor e.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thank you,
M. President. WII the sponsor yield for a few
guestions?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Does
t he sponsor yield?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,
M. President. Senator Ranps, could you explain

this bill?
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SENATOR RAMOS: Sure. Thank you,
Senat or Anedore

Through you, M. President, this
bill is set to address one of the biggest issues
in the | abor workforce here in New York, which is
ranpant wage theft. According to the U S
Department of Labor, nearly a billion dollars is
| ost in stolen wages every year. And this is of
course not only a problemfor workers who are
trying to nake ends neet and feed their famlies,
it's also unfair to businesses who followthe
gui delines, do the right thing, and they pay
t heir enpl oyees properly.

So we want to nmake sure that we are
adhering to fair conpetition anong busi nesses,
but also -- and nore inportantly -- nmaking sure
t hat the bl ood, sweat and tears of workers are
actual ly bei ng conpensated for the hours that
t hey' ve wor ked.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thank you,

Senat or Ranps, for your explanation. Ranps,
sorry.

SENATOR RAMOS: That ' s okay.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Wul d you --
woul d you answer a few questions in regard to the
certain circunstances or situations that we face
t oday?

As you nentioned, maybe there's sone
smal | busi nesses, enpl oyers, enployees -- whet her
it's wage theft or other issues that you're
trying to protect on the enployee side. Wth the
pandem ¢ and the crisis that we face today and
the shuttering of so nany businesses in the State
of New York, do you think that this is a very
timely bill when we don't have an econony ri ght
now in the State of New York?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,

M. President. | think it's always the right

time to do the right thing, and nobody shoul d be
wor king for free during the pandem c. Especially
when wage theft is usually ranpant, particularly

with | owwage workers |ike construction workers,
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nail sal on technicians, and many ot hers.

| nmean, virtually any New Yorker

really can be shortchanged on their paycheck, and

that unfortunately, obviously, has been the case

for many, many workers, to the tune of $1 billion

every year.

So | think that actually during the
pandemc, if you're putting in the hours of work,
you should be paid for your work. Don't you
t hi nk, Senator Amedore?

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: O course.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR AMEDORE: Does this bill
cover pre- or post-judgnent situations?

SENATOR RAMCS: This bill covers
pre-judgnment situations. It allows for the
worker to be able to place a lien on the
enpl oyer's assets in order to make sure that

every dine they' re owed is paid.
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SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCOR RAMCS: Yes, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AMEDORE: | s there any due
process afforded to enployers prior to a lien
bei ng pl aced?

SENATOR RAMCS: This lien foll ows
the nechanic's lien that has al ready been in
pl ace and ensures that workers are able to put a
lien on wthout due process.

O course, this would be a huge
hi ndrance, particularly for undocunmented workers
who may not feel confortable doing that. But
al so, nmore inportantly, it prevents further theft
by ensuring that enployers don't have enough tine
to transfer their assets to a fam |y nenber or to
a different LLC, as which is usually the case.

Because unfortunately, even though
workers may file clainms of |ost wages with the

Department of Labor, with the NLRB, there
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actually isn't really a recourse right now for
themto be able to actually get the noney that
they're owed. And | have several stories that |
can tell, M. President, in which these
i njustices continue to occur.

So this bill would actually bring
justice to nmany of those workers.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMCS: Yes, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AMEDORE: How I ong is the
lien tern®

SENATOR RAMOS: For a year. But
t he enpl oyer can denmand that the case be heard

wi thin 30 days.

SENATOR AMEDORE: |"msorry, |
just -- | couldn't hear the last part.
SENATOR RAMOS: |"msorry, that the

enpl oyer woul d be able to nmake sure that the case

is heard within 30 days.
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SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor would continue to
yi el d.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCOR RAMCS: Yes, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR AMEDORE: Are |iens
triggered by substantiated proof or nmerely pure
al | egati ons?

SENATOR RAMCS: So these woul d be
based on allegations, with a penalty for the
wor ker shoul d the all egations be untrue.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,

M. President, if the sponsor will continue.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR RAMOS: Yes, | yield.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR AMEDORE: In the current
draft of this bill, is there any collective
bar gai ni ng exenptions in this bill?

SENATOR RAMCS: No, M. President,
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there aren't any collective bargai ning exenptions
made in the bill.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCOR RAMCS: Yes, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AMEDORE: | know placing a
lien on a business could affect many aspects of
t hat busi ness. How would this proposal that you
have here affect businesses in the COVID world
specifically with respect to their attenpts of
r eopeni ng?

SENATOR RAMCS: | think that --
M. President, through you, sorry.

| believe that during the pandem c,
if you're not able to pay your workers for the
work that they have done for you, then you do not
have a vi abl e busi ness.

W shoul dn't be adamant about
busi nesses opening if they're expecting their
workers to work for free. W want snall

busi nesses to open, but we should have a standard
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in which workers are actually paid the wages that
t hey were guaranteed when they accepted the job
inthe first place.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATCOR RAMCS: Yes, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR AMEDORE: Is there a
provision in the bill here that allows an
automati c wage lien to busi nesses?

SENATOR RAMOS: Can you repeat
that, please, Senator?

SENATOR AMEDORE: "1l rephrase the
guestion for you.

What will an autonmatic wage |ien do
to businesses' ability to access credit markets?

SENATOR RAMOS: Thr ough you,

M. President, what the lien does is actually put
a-- thelienis on the enployer's assets,
private assets, not necessarily the business.

And the -- there is no really cost
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to renove the lien. | nmean, the idea is that
we're protecting those honest businesses. There
is an ability for the businesses who have a lien
to be able to post bond if so be it. But also
they can just do the right thing by paying their
wor kers.

SENATOR AMEDORE: On the bill,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR AMEDORE: On the bill,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Amedore on the bill, I'msorry.

Senat or Borrello, you debated a | ot
yesterday. | apol ogi ze.

(Laughter.)

SENATCR AMEDORE: | want to thank
t he sponsor of the bill for her explanation and
for answering the questions.

And, you know, these are
unprecedented tines. W all know W face it,
we feel it. And we're all concerned about
enpl oyees and enployers. W are all waiting

patiently to make sure -- to get our econony
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goi ng again, to get people back on their feet,
sel f-sustai ni ng and wor ki ng and nmaki ng sure that
our kids are safe and our famlies are fed and

t he necessary revenue is conmng in for our
househol d fi nances.

And in order to do that, we need
strong busi nesses. W need an environnment that's
going to make sure that we are pro-business,
friendly in every aspect, as well as providing
t he protections needed.

And | know that there are sone
enpl oyers in the State of New York who are bad
appl es, who want to take advantage of the
har dwor ki ng man and woman who are providing the
services in that business. And shame on that
enpl oyer for ever taking advantage of soneone's
hard work and not paying the wage that is due to
t hem because maybe that enpl oyer is a bad manager
or is just a bad person.

But | do know that there's a whole
| ot nore good businesses in the State of New York
than bad. Wwo followthe laws. And in the State
of New York, we all know that we have some of the
nost regul ations and statutory provisions that

bring protection to all New Yorkers, enployees

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2764

and enployers. Qur |abor laws are in place. The
Depart ment of Labor cones in, Tax & Fi nance cones
in, does their various audits and reviews to many
enpl oyers, to nake sure that no one is taken
advant age of, or a corporation or an LLC or any
type of business of any size will not take

advant age of its enpl oyees.

But this legislation is based on a
lien based on what the sponsor said, nerely an
allegation. That to ne is extrenely troubling.
It's not substantiated proof, but it's an
allegation. And | know there's a lot of hurting
peopl e out there right nowin the State of
New York. And nmaybe one person can go out and
say you know what, that individual, he didn't pay
me or she didn't pay nme that wage that | thought
| deserved, and I'mgoing to put a lien on that
busi ness.

And that business has got it all on
the line. And that individual who signed
per sonal guarantees, bank | oans to open up a
busi ness to enpl oy people, to put food on soneone
else's table, a total stranger's table, and takes
on the liability and risk -- to then have soneone

come to them and say, Oh, you didn't pay ne what
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is due to me and now you've got a lien on your
personal property or on your business. Wich
t hen, because of the lien |laws that we have in

the State of New York, that business is not able

to even go back, knock on the door of a bank or a

| ending institution, maybe not even be able to
afford obtaining the PPP that was available to
nost small businesses in the State of New York
and around this country during this pandem c,
because of an allegation.

Now, if we want to get businesses

back to work in the State of New York, we need a

better approach. And | know the intent of the
sponsor is to protect people, and that is ny
intent too. But we need to send a narrative out
there in the State of New York, this body needs
to send a narrative, the Majority in this house
needs to send a narrative that we are open for
busi ness and we got your back and we're going to
penal i ze t hose bad actors.

But to nake this bill becone a | aw
and pass this bill is the wong nessage at the
wrong tinme when we have nmany busi nesses that are
shuttered and will never open agai n because of

this crisis.
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So, M. President, | hope that the
sponsor would listen to the Governor's veto
nmessage that he wwote | ast year when this bil
passed this house and the Governor vetoed it.
Because even the Governor and his counsel had
many concerns and vetoed this bill.

Because of the allegations and
because of the tinmes we are in, | will be voting
in the negative. Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 30th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:

Senat or Ranps to explain her vote.

SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
M. President.
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This really is a historic day in the
Senat e chanbers, because we're bringing sone
nodi cum of justice to people who have been stol en
from traditionally for a very long tine.

You know, none of us here are native
Americans in this chanber. W all descend from
i mm grants or people who were brought agai nst
their will into this country. And we cannot
permt free labor to continue in this state.

It is unconscionable to ne that the
party that typically advocates for crazy
sentences for petty theft nowis telling ne that
they're fine with a enployer stealing a week, a
nmonth, a year's wages froma worker. That's not
fair. It's un-American.

And | al so want to debunk a few
myt hs that ny coll eague nentioned in his
comments. There is no opportunity here for there
to be frivolous clainms in order to put a lien.
Even though there are allegations, if the
al l egations are proven untrue, then the costs,
including the legal costs, will be a burden for
t hat worker .

That is a serious penalty for |ying

if that would be the case. There is actually no
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hi story of frivolous allegations of wage theft in
New York State to this day. And in that sane
way, liens are also not the only factor that
determ nes an extension of credit for a business.

There is no actual cost to
busi nesses with this bill. And what we're doing
is actually restoring, hopefully, the $1 billion
that is owed to communities of color every year.
That is fair, that is right.

And | want to thank the bill's
sponsor in the Assenbly, Linda Rosenthal, who has
been fighting this fight for many years. And of
course the coalition of workers that have been
behind this bill: The New I mm grant Community
Enpower nent organi zation that is in nmy district;
nail technicians who have organi zed, so nany
peopl e who unfortunately are taken advantage of
and are shortchanged at every turn in order for
an enpl oyer to make a qui ck buck.

We cannot allow free | abor to
persist in our state. And now nore than ever,
during this pandem c we need to ensure that
| ow- wage wor kers are not taken advantage of.

So thank you, M. President, and I'm

really, really happy that we've done the right
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t hing today. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:
Senator Ranps to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 816, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
Boyl e, Funke, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Jordan,
Lanza, LaValle, Little, O Mira, Ott,
Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach, Serino, Seward and
Tedi sco.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senator G anaris.

SENATOR G ANARI S: Thank you,
M. President. Next can we nove on to
Cal endar 886.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will ring the bell.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
886, Senate Print 5470B, by Senator Thomas, an
act to anmend the Financial Services Law

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Now

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2770

Senator Borrello.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President, |
rise to speak on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,

M. President.

These are unprecedented tines here
in our state. And as a snall business owner, |
can tell you that access to credit, fast and
flexible credit, is a lifeline right now that
many smal | busi nesses are taking advantage of.

And with that | woul d,

M. President, ask if the sponsor would yield for
some questions.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for some questions?

SENATOR THOVAS: Thr ough you,

M. President, yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,

t hrough you. Thank you very much
First of all, have you been

contacted by any organi zati ons that oppose this
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bill? Through you, M. President.

SENATOR THOVAS: Sorry, can you
repeat the question?

SENATOR BORRELLO |"msorry. Have
you been contacted by any organi zations that are
opposed to this bill?

SENATOR THOVAS: Opposed to this
bill?

SENATOR BORRELLO Yeah.

SENATCR THOVAS: Smal | Busi ness
Fi nance organi zation. Transaction Associ ation.
Commerci al Finance Association. And PayPal .

SENATOR BORRELLO PayPal , okay.

Through you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR THOVAS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO First of all,
thank you for the list. | didn't -- | was just
expecting a yes or no. But thank you.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BORRELLO You know, yes,

but you did actually nmention several of themthat
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had concerns. Wat concerns did they have? And
" mnot asking for a conplete list. But, you
know, what type of concerns did they have in the
bill?

SENATOR THOVAS: Thr ough you,

M. President, their concerns were nostly about
the technicalities of the bill and what is being
di scl osed.

SENATOR BORRELLO Ckay, so
technicalities. Through you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR THOVAS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Was anyt hi ng
done about those concerns?

SENATCR THOVAS: Yes. W have been
working with everyone for this bill. W started
drafting this bill mybe over a year ago, and we
worked with all parties to get to the point where
we are right now

SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,

M. President.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
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sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR THOVAS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor yields for a question.

SENATOR BORRELLO So you' ve been
working on this for a year. But | know in
particular the Small Business Finance Associ ation
had given you a list of 13 concerns which were
technical. And sonme were, you know, pretty --
guess, for lack of a better term egregious. And
it appears that none of those have been addressed
in any way.

So, you know, there was a question
in fact in Section 808 that this bill calls to
demand the use of a question in the
di scl osures -- again, we're tal king about
di scl osures of fees, which is an inportant
thing -- demand they use the term "doubl e
di ppi ng" in that question.

|"ve | ooked, and |I cannot find any
financi al discl osure docunent anywhere in the
United States where the term "doubl e dipping" is
used. Now, | know what it neans when you're at a
party and soneone does it with a bow of potato

chip dip; | get that. But when it conmes to
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financi al services, could you please tell nme what
we woul d use "doubl e di ppi ng" for.

SENATOR THOVAS: So t hrough you,
M. President, this -- we've got to | ook at
everything in context, right? So under Section
808, this is disclosure requirenments for renewal
fi nanci ng.

So for exanple, if a nmom and- pop
busi ness has another |oan that they need to pay
off and this |lender here wants to give them
anot her | oan, they want themto pay that off
first. So in the original |oan there m ght have
been sone finance charges that were associ at ed
with giving out that extension of credit, but now
with the new extension of credit that they are
receiving, we want to nmake sure that whoever is
taki ng out that extension knows whether there's
anot her finance charge involved here.

So that's the context here about
doubl e di ppi ng, whether there's two separate
fi nance charges. Again, we are working with
unsophi sti cated busi ness owners, and putting
everything out on the table is the best way for
themto conpare apples to apples so that they can

go on with their business.
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SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR THOVAS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO ell, |
understand that, you know, cal cul ating an annual
percentage rate, an APR, on a personal loan is
one thing, but there is an entirely different way
of going about it when it comes to comerci al
| oans, determ ning that.

Can you tell me how things are
calculated differently between a comercial and a
personal | oan when it comes to the rates that are
char ged?

SENATCR THOVAS: So let nme --

t hrough you, M. President, let ne start off by
saying if APR alone was the only thing disclosed,
we woul d have a probl em here about, you know,
what's being disclosed. There's no single
definition for APR  TILA for exanple, which is
meant for consuners, not for businesses, TILA

provi des different rules for cal culating APR on
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cl osed-end and open-end transacti ons.

Soinny bill there are different
sections that tal k about, you know, sal es-based
fi nanci ng, open-ended, closed. There are a |ot
of different ways that APR can be cal cul at ed.

The actual formulas are so conpl ex
that it is inpossible to replicate themfor you
inthis setting. But that's why in those
sections we've drafted the bill to say
approxi mate APR and esti mated APR

SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR THOVAS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So you' ve said
that some sinple nom and- pop busi ness owners are
going to have a hard tine understandi ng, yet
you' ve charged the I enders with the task of
actually having to, you know, put this into
sinple terns.

So how are they going to sinply

define the fees that are being charged when you
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yoursel f have just said that it's a conpl ex
calculation that's subject to | guess a best
guess? How are they going to successfully
achi eve that in a disclosure docunent?

SENATOR THOVAS: Thr ough you,

M. President. They've been doing this for
years. And | enders are way nore sophisticated
than the nom and-pop store owners. Al right?

So when we | ook at these | enders,
they are nostly online. And there is a vast
majority of themthat don't give out all the
i nformati on needed for soneone to actually
deci de, conparing products before they sign on
the dotted |ine.

So a | ender who's nore sophisticated
has the ability, has the experts on hand to
create that forrmula, to go forward and present it
on their disclosure, so that the everyday
busi ness owner can then decide what is best.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR THOVAS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
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sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So what you're
saying is is that this can be done, yet -- |I'm
not sure if you're aware, but the State of
California recently passed a law like this that
requires small business | enders to disclose
l ending terns and APRs, rate cal cul ations, just
i ke you' re asking for.

It's my understanding that the
California regul ators have not been able to
i mpl enent this |law for over a year because the
smal | busi ness | enders were unable to properly
neet those nmandates because of the whole
best - guess i dea.

Are you aware of this law in
California and the fact that in a year it has not
been able to be inpl enented?

SENATOR THOVAS: Thr ough you,

M. President, | amaware of it. But that is
exactly why we have Section 811, which basically
| ets the superintendent fornulate the rul es that
will make this work. ['mgiving DFS the power to
| ook at the definitions, |ook at the
technicalities and see what they can do to nake

this work here in New York
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SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR THOVAS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO | see you
brought up the Departnment of Financial Services.
You know, they would be obviously the people that
are responsi ble for executing this. Have they
wei ghed in on this bill?

SENATOR THOVAS: Thr ough you,

M. President, no, they have not.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR THOVAS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Vell, I'm
obviously glad that you think that the Departnent
of Financial Services has sonme kind of a magic

wand here, because, you know, in California they
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haven't been able to do it for over a year. But
you are expecting, then, that the Departnent of
Financial Services is going to do this, and they
haven't really had a chance to weigh in on this
bill before we're going to pass it today, is that
correct?

SENATOR THOVAS: Thr ough you,
M. President, | have not had extensive
conversations with DFS where they said that this
is not doable for them

Again, this is exactly why | have a
section in there that all ows the superintendent
to do what is necessary to nmake this work here in
New Yor k.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR THOVAS: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So do you
sincerely, then, think that the Departnent of
Financial Services will be able to pronul gate

rules to inplenent this new requirenment, even
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t hough there's been very little discussion with
them and we really have no way to properly and
accurately calculate it?

SENATOR THOVAS: Thr ough you,

M. President, | have full confidence in DFS to
make sure this works. Because these
technicalities are mnor in nature. These are
about dotting the Is and crossing the Ts. These
are not sonething that would go towards the core
of the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO M. President,
on the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATCOR BORRELLO: You know, | have
to disagree with you. First of all, credit is
tight right nowas it is, because of what's going
on with this COVID crisis. And this is going to
really dry up a lot of credit opportunities,
particularly for our small businesses that,
again, rely on these type of fast, flexible and
usual ly short-term | oans.

In fact, the organizations that
represent snmall business | enders have brought

several concerns forward. This is certainly, at
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the very least, a cake that's not fully baked.

One of the comrents that was made in
the letters opposing this said that the outcone
of this well-intended but flawed statute instead
will be a reduction in lending in New York State
by inmpacted financial institutions, at a tine
when working capital is critical to restarting
our state's econony.

This is very true. Particularly
now, we're talking about one nore nail in the
coffin of small business here in New York State,
and that's troubling to nme, because this State
Legislature really hasn't done nuch to help snall
busi ness, and yet we're going to do nore things
that are going to make their access to capital
that rmuch nore difficult.

You know -- and really, right now,
if we're looking at putting restrictions on
everyone that |ends, that would be one thing.

But this is going to again affect just
state-chartered institutions here in New York
State. And that's really an issue, because they
are now going to say, W're just going to pull
out of New York State when it cones to the

capi tal
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They mi ght be a nationw de or a
wor | dwi de organi zation that has all ocated funds
in New York State, but why would they stay here
and face these rules when they know that the
di scl osures are going to distort the actual
nunbers? Because we really have very little
evi dence that it can be done successfully and
accurately, so they' Il instead divert their
funding to other states, which will further
burden New York State's small businesses
especi al ly.

If you're a big business -- let's
face it, big banks only like to |l end to people
that don't need the noney. Right? That's a big
probl em here and across the nation, but
especially here in New York. [It's lenders like
this that are flexible that can save -- throw
that lifeline, when needed, to a small business.

And as sonmeone who started his own
busi ness at the age of 23, | can tell you that
those lifelines were crucial at many points in ny
business as well. So | take this a little
personal ly, that we're going to go after those
lifelines, but at the same tinme | understand the

i ntent.
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| woul d rather see sonething that
has been coll aborated with the industry on, and
al so that DFS has a chance to | ook at it, because
t hey have a hercul ean task, if you go by what
happened in California, to do in New York State
what the State of California could not do.

So, M. President, as a result, I'm
going to strongly suggest that we vote no on this
bill. Thank you. And thank you to the sponsor
as wel | .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect on the 180th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Thomas to explain his vote.

SENATOR THOVAS: Thank you,
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M. President.

The intention of this bill is
because of where we are in this society in terns
of online lending. Non-bank online | enders are
the mai nstream alternative providers to financing
smal | busi nesses. These online | enders vary
significantly in the type of information
presented to the custoner. This bill asks them
to make term nol ogy standard so custoners who are
not really sophisticated get all the information
t hey need to make an inforned deci sion.

So what the bill asks themto do is
di sclose things |ike the total cost of capital,
the termlimts, paynent frequency, APR, average
paynent anount, and basic infornmation about
prepaynent. This information, presented as a
standard format, would be very useful for product
compari sons.

And in this COVID pandem c that
we're living in, there are a |lot of snall
busi nesses that are suffering. And when you give
t hem a nunber of websites where information is
not really available, they're not able to nake
the best decision. And that's why this bill is

important. That's why New York | eads.
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And that's why financi al
institutions and non-bank entities |ike these
online lenders will never |eave New York, because
we are nunmber one here in the U S. and we are
| eadi ng by putting these safeguards in place, by

maki ng term nol ogy standard, so that nom and- pop

stores, unsophisticated individuals -- sonme are
sophi sticated, like my colleague here, but not
all of themare as sophisticated -- they get to

conpare apples to apples and nake an inforned
deci sion so that they can get back on their feet
and get the econony noving.

| vote aye on this bill. Thank you
very much

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Thomas to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 886, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
Boyl e, Funke, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Jordan,
Lanza, LaValle, Little, O Mara, Ott, Ritchie,
Serino and Seward.

Ayes, 43. Nays, 17.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
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i s passed.

Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
M. President.

Whul d you pl ease now call up
Cal endar Nunber 949.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
949, Senate Print 8722, by Senator Benjamn, an
act to anend the Banki ng Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrell o.

SENATOR BORRELLO Yes. | rise,
M. President, to speak on the bill

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you,
M. President. Just |like our previous
conversation, talking about how we are unfairly
targeting state-chartered institutions in sonme of
the laws that we nake.

And with that, 1'd like to ask if --
respectfully, if the sponsor would yield for sone

guesti ons.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR BENJAM N: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you very
much, Senator Benjam n.

Do you know how many for-profit
pri sons we actually have here in New York State?

SENATOR BENJAM N: For-profit
prisons in New York State, we don't have any
state-run for-profit prisons, because as you
know, we banned that in 2007. But presently in
Queens there is a detention facility that is
operated by the GEO G oup.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR BENJAM N: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Yes, so there

are no state for-profit prisons. And yes, |

realize that was passed a while back. And if I'm
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not m staken, you al so advocated so that our
state pension fund would not invest in those
prisons, certainly an admrable goal there.

So | understand that that's -- we've
nmoved in that direction here. But again, |'m
focused really on the state chartered
institutions and their ability, you know, to nmake
a living here in New York State, which is the
nost difficult place for any business to do
busi ness.

So woul d the sponsor yield for
anot her questi on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BENJAM N: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Do you happen to
know what percentage of banks in New York are
actually state-chartered?

SENATCR BENJAM N: Somewher e
bet ween 15 and 20 percent. W think closer to 15
t han 20.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

Through you, M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR BENJAM N: Yes, | wll.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Yes, actually
17.5 percent, so you're right in the mddle. So
that's very good. Buy a lottery ticket today.

(Laughter.)

SENATOR BORRELLO But in al
seriousness, though, there's about 114 out of the
656 institutions.

But, you know, we used to actually
have about 50 percent of the financi al
institutions, lending institutions in New York
State were state-chartered. That has continued
to dwi ndl e as the regul ati ons have continued to
be ratcheted up on them And those banks are
actual ly your conmunity banks, the people where
the |l ender in the bank nmakes a deci sion on
whet her or not a small business m ght get a | oan.
And we are continuing the decline of that because
it's, again, harder and harder for themto do
busi ness.

And with that, would the sponsor
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yield for another question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR BENJAM N: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO Do you know, for
t hose state-chartered banks, how rmuch noney they
actually may have invested in for-profit prisons?

SENATCR BENJAM N: W have not --
just to clarify, we have not heard from one
state-chartered bank any letters of concern, any
calls. W' ve reached out, we've not heard from
one bank concerns about this bill.

But that being said, |I'mnot aware
of any state-chartered banks that have
investments or lending to private prisons.

However, there are -- there were or
still are, I'"'mnot sure -- PNC and BNP Pari bas
t hat have foreign subsidiaries here in New York
and they had sonme roles in private prisons.
However, they had agreed, along with JPMorgan
Chase, Wells Fargo, Bank of Anerica, SunTrust,
Fifth Third Bank and PNC, to pull out of the

private prison industry because of their concerns
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recently with how t hose banks are noving.

As you -- you weren't here |ast
year. Last year we brought this bill to the
floor and at that tinme Chase, JPMorgan and a few
ot her banks had decided as for-profit businesses
that they will stop lending to private prisons
because of sone of the issues that have been
goi ng on.

And so we -- the two banks that |
bel i eve have had sone roles, even though they're
not sort of U S. banks, they're international
banks that have a charter through New York, they
have agreed also to pull out. So ny
understanding is there should be zero at this
poi nt .

SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR BENJAM N: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So really, since
t hose are either national or international

chartered institutions, it was really the
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advocacy, not the regulation, that led themto
divest in private prisons, is that correct?

SENATOR BENJAM N: " msorry, one
nore time?

SENATOR BORRELLO |"msorry, it
was really advocacy, not regulation, that |ed
t hose national federally chartered banks to
di vest fromthose investnents.

SENATOR BENJAM N: | would say so.

SENATOR BORRELLO Ckay. Through
you, M. President.

SENATOR BENJAM N: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Wul d t he
sponsor yield? The sponsor agrees to yield.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thank you.

Does the legislation right now that
we just passed that allows for an increase in our
public pensions -- we just passed this | think it
was yesterday or the day before, allowing themto
invest up to 20 percent of their noney into
forei gn conpani es, by our public pension systens.

Do you know i f that would all ow them
to invest in foreign financial institutions?

SENATOR BENJAM N: ' m not aware of

that. But |'mhappy to try to get an answer for
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you at another point. | know we're debating this
bill, so | wasn't prepared for that. But

will -- we will get you an answer to that

guesti on.

SENATOR BORRELLO Thr ough you,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATOR BENJAM N: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR BORRELLO So -- and maybe
you can't answer this either. But could that
i ncreased investnent also allow those pension
systens, those public pension systens which have
been invested with taxpayer dollars, to
indirectly invest in private prisons by investing
in foreign financial institutions?

SENATOR BENJAM N: So just so I'm
clear -- can |l -- | just want to get sone
clarification. M. Chair, can | get a
clarification?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor seeks a clarification on the question.

Pl ease rephrase, Senator.
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SENATOR BENJAM N: Are you speaki ng
about the New York State pension fund that is
governed by Conptroller Tom Di Napoli? O are you
speaki ng about somnething el se?

SENATOR BORRELLO So for
clarification, we passed a bill that allows al
public pension funds in New York State to
increase their investnment in foreign securities
from 10 percent to 20 percent. | actually voted
against it; | thought it would be better to keep
that noney here in the United States. So that's
what |'m speaking of. Does that clarify?

SENATOR BENJAM N: CGot it.

SENATOR BORRELLO Ckay.

SENATOR BENJAM N: So just so --
| ast year -- | want to share this with you. Last
year when -- no, I'msorry, not last year, in
2018, in the conversations with Conptroller Tom
Di Napoli about this very issue -- because | had
introduced a bill wanting the state to di vest
fromthe $10 million that it had in private
prisons, and it was indirect. It was ny
understanding at that point that no indirect fund
al l ocations can end up in private prisons.

So ny answer to you would be that
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the answer to that would be no based upon Tom
Di Napoli's decisions. However, it's not in
statute. So if you would |love to cosponsor ny
bill to put that in statute, | would happily
accept your support.

SENATOR BORRELLO "1l certainly
take that into consideration

SENATOR BENJAM N: But right now,
in all seriousness, to answer your question,
Conmptroller DiNapoli, that is his standard that
that is what he's going to do. But
obviously that is at his discretion.

SENATOR BORRELLO On the bill,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Borrello on the bill.

SENATOR BORRELLO First of all,

t hank you very nuch, Senator Benjam n.

You know, | think that in this
particular incident that | just described, when
you' re tal king about taking our state-chartered
institutions and restricting what they can invest
in -- 1 understand that in private prisons that's
a laudable goal. But it's a slippery slope,

real ly, because we're saying that we're going to
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[imt what they can invest in, which is going to
essentially not stop a dine officially flow ng
into -- whether it's private prisons or whatever
el se we're restricting, because they can get that
noney and are getting that noney from ot her
organi zati ons, other |ending institutions.

In the case | brought up with the
pensi on funds, there's really no way for us to
know i f a public pension fund -- not ones
controll ed by obviously our Conptroller,

M. Di Napoli, but ones that are controlled by

ot her, you know, fund managers -- are not

i nvesting in conmpani es, foreign conpani es, where

it would be very difficult if not inpossible for

us to determ ne exactly where that noney is

fl ow ng through, following -- you know, trying to
foll ow t he noney.

And we've just allowed themto
doubl e the anobunt of nobney that they can invest
in foreign investnents. So | would say that the

chances of them now investing in private prisons

is -- could be much higher, because we've al so
i ncreased the anmount of noney -- which is
billions of dollars, by the way, that could now

be invested in foreign institutions. So we'l
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set that aside for a nonent.

But the danger here is that we are
tal king about restricting our state's -- based on
a public advocacy of sonething that we don't
like, and | get that. But | think that's a
slippery sl ope, because now we coul d start
saying, Well, our state-chartered banks now can
no |l onger invest in car deal erships, because cars
produce greenhouse gases, SO we're going to say
state-chartered banks cannot invest in car
deal er shi ps.

We coul d al so then take that even
further and say, you know what, we don't want our
state-chartered banks investing in beverage
conpani es because, you know, sugar is bad and we
don't want our kids drinking sugar. And the |ist
goes on and on and on.

What you have proved, what Senator
Benjami n has proved is that through advocacy, you
can actually have nore effect. Qur Senator got
federally chartered institutions to divest from
investnments in private prisons. WlIl done.

Restricting investnents and openi ng
t he door to nore restrictions, which have | owered

our state-chartered banks from nore than
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50 percent down to 17.5 percent, is one nore nai
in the coffin, again, of our |ocal New York
busi nesses. W cannot continue to do this.
Wil e | understand the |audabl e
goal, | think the unintended consequence is to
further restrict financial opportunities and
busi ness here in New York State. So | will be
voting no on the bill.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are there

any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?
Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
cl osed.
The Secretary will ring the bell.
Read the | ast section.
THE SECRETARY: Section 2. This
act shall take effect inmediately.
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.
(The Secretary called the roll.)
ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:
Senator Benjamn to explain his vote.
SENATOR BENJAM N: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to thank Senator Borrello for
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t hose questions. And before | start what |
originally wanted to say, | want to answer a
gui ck point that he referenced.

One of the things that
Senator Borrello nmentioned was that this could be
t he beginning of a slippery slope. So we don't
like private prisons, that could end up taking us
to cigarettes, that could end up taking us to car
deal ershi ps, et cetera.

The only snmall nuance here is that
the private prisons are actually illegal in
New York State. And so | think it is fair to
reason that if something is illegal in New York
State, that you can say to state-chartered banks:
You're not permtted to lend to those
institutions. And | think that's the nuance that
| think is worth nentioning here.

It is not our goal to destroy banks
and to destroy business and smal |l busi nesses.
But it is our goal to have values and to make
sure that our institutions live up to the val ues
that we set as a society. And quite frankly,
New York State in 2007 was very clear that we
will not operate for-profit prisons. And so

t herefore we shoul d not be investing through our
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pensi on funds in private prisons, nor should any
of our state-chartered banks be lending to
private prisons.

You know, one of the things that
gives me sone | evel of hope here is that since |
cane to the Senate in 2017, at that tinme, as it
was nentioned, our pension fund had sonme noney in
private prisons. And it was indirect. And
because of advocacy, Conptroller Tom D Napol
sai d, You know what, Senator Benjam n, you're
right, let's pull out this $10 mllion. [It's not
just synbolic, it's actually real noney, and we
shoul d put that into sonething el se.

The banks stepped up -- Bank of
Anerica, Chase and others -- and said, W wll
decide to stop | ending.

Just because those things happened
does not mean that we are not obligated to nake
sure that any opportunity for investnents in
private prisons of any kind be stopped. Wy is
that? Because | think it's not inportant to not
forget what we're tal king about here.

Private prisons on their face make
their noney by having nore incarceration. |

mean, that is fundanmentally the business nodel
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As soneone who, like others, cones froma

busi ness background, | understand how busi nesses
wor k. And when you operate a business, one of
the things you want to do is increase revenues.
Right? And you want to keep costs |ow so that
you can have nore profit.

In this case, increasing the revenue
is nore people incarcerated, decreasing costs is
giving them|ess stuff so that you can have nore
profit. There's no place for private business in
corrections.

And | wanted to use that word
"corrections" because that's what it's supposed
to be. Wen folks are incarcerated, we're
supposed to be trying to correct, we're supposed
to be trying to rehabilitate. Private businesses
are not interested in rehabilitating or
correcting. They're interested in making
profits.

And so we have to keep that in the
public space. There are states that have nade
decisions to contract with private prisons
because it keeps costs |l ow and they believe the
private prisons will operate the business better

than they would. But it should not be a
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busi ness.

Thi s shoul d be about taking fol ks
who have made m stakes, trying to rehabilitate,
correct, and prepare themto be reintegrated back
into society. Not to allow for sone private
busi nesses to nmake sharehol der wealth off of the
backs of those who have been incarcerat ed.

And | will also add, as we are
seeing what's going on in Portland right now, and
federal agents swarm ng the country here,
immgration detention facilities, those should
not be privately run either. You know, there are
a nunber of people who are comng to this country
seeking asylum The fact that they are in --
they're being thrown into sone of these
horrendous facilities, we should be ashanmed of
oursel ves as a country.

And so anything we can do or | can
do to try to create a situation where there is no
| endi ng of any of kind to any of these
facilities, I will always do it.

And | ook forward to the day where
we have a president who will take this to the
next step and not allow any federally chartered

prisons to be owned or operated by any private
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entity. This has got to be in the public space.

You know, | don't even want to start
getting into some of the things we've seen with
some of the judges, M. President, being bribed
by sone of these businesses. The fact that they
literally use canpai gn donations to try to
encourage nore and | onger sentences -- that's a
known fact -- this is just not the kind of
busi nesses that should be operating in this
country. And I look forward to the day when we
no | onger have one private prison in the
United States.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Benjamin to be recorded in the affirmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 949, those Senators voting in the
negati ve are Senators Akshar, Anedore, Borrello,
Boyl e, Funke, @Gllivan, Giffo, Helmng, Jordan,
Lanza, LavValle, Little, O Mira, Ott,
Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach, Serino, Seward and
Tedi sco.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
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i s passed.

Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
M. President.

Coul d you now call up Cal endar
Nunber 1016.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Cal endar Number
1016, Senate Print 7762, by Senator Kaplan, an
act to anmend the Penal Law.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Anedor e.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thank you,
M. President. WII the sponsor yield for a
guestion?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAPLAN: Yes,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,
M. President.

Hel | o, Senator Kaplan. How are you?
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SENATCOR KAPLAN: I''mfine, thank
you. How about you?

SENATOR AMEDORE: Good. 1've got a
few questions, if you can bring sone clarity to
ne.

What is an unfinished frame or
receiver? Wiat's the definition or --

SENATOR KAPLAN: What's the
definition?

SENATOR AMEDORE: Yeah.

SENATOR KAPLAN: The definition is
essentially any piece of nmaterial that has been
shaped for purposes of becom ng the franme or
receiver of a firearmand can easily be nade into
a finished frame or receiver.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yield for a question?

SENATCOR KAPLAN: It's al so

referenced in the bill.

SENATOR ANMEDORE: Wll, | read the
bill, and that's why |I'm asking you for the
definition, because it's very unclear to ne. It
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j ust says --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Amedore, are you asking the sponsor to yield?

SENATOR AMEDORE: Yes. | thought |
did, I"'msorry.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAPLAN: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AMEDORE: It's very uncl ear
tome inthe bill -- | read the bill, and it just
says "unfinished frame or receiver." M question

is, what is a frame and a receiver? Unfinished
frame and receiver.

SENATOR KAPLAN: So, Senator --
t hrough you, M. President. Senator Anmedore, if
you just sit on it behind a conputer and just
type in "ghost guns,"” page after page will show
up of different manufacturers who put in a kit
that basically |ooks identical to a finished
firearm with the exception of four holes. The
kit comes to your house, you can deliver it, it
gets delivered to your house in three days' tine.

It takes about one hour. They sent all the
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different parts plus a CD that wal ks you through,
step by step, howto put this together and have a
finished firearm

SENATCR AMEDORE: M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAPLAN: Yes,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thank you,
Senat or Kapl an, for that.

You used the word "ghost guns."” And
that's why '"'ma little confused here, because |
see no reference in this bill of even the word
"ghost." And | know that -- | believe earlier
t oday Senator Hoyl man had a bill that
specifically tal ked about ghost guns. Your bil
is specifically tal ki ng about unfinished frane or
receiver. And it makes reference to various
types of firearns, whether it's arifle or a
shotgun. So --

SENATOR KAPLAN: Thr ough you,

M. President, that's just the term nology. They
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are also -- the sane applies to 80 percent
fini shed receivers on the web.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR KAPLAN: Yes,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR AMEDORE: So if sonmeone has
in their possession parts and pieces of a firearm
that's not together -- that would nake it an
unfinished firearm-- would that |aw abiding
citizen be able to possess those parts and
pi eces?

SENATOR KAPLAN: Thr ough you,

M. President. The piece that covers ny bill
it's one piece, and it's identical with the
exception of four holes, which anyone can
actually drill. And those holes are
intentionally left out, because that's what nakes
it 80 percent finished.

SENATCOR AMEDORE: M. President,
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will the sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR KAPLAN: And it allows it
to escape regul ation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Kapl an, will you yield? Does the sponsor yield
for a question?

SENATOR KAPLAN: Yes,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Senat or Kapl an,
| "' m aski ng these questions because the bill --
and I"mnot trying to be smart about it and give
you a hard tine, but I don't see any imagery. |
see words. And to soneone who -- whether it's --
who has, a law abiding citizen who has parts and

pieces of a firearmthat is not together, whether

it's got four holes, six holes, no holes -- we're
tal king about -- we're tal king about pieces of a
firearm-- that this | aw woul d be nmaki ng t hat

i ndi vidual a potential crimnal or felony charges
or m sdeneanor charges could be applied to them
if they're in possession of them

So can you bring -- give ne sone

clarification here? Because this is not
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referring to a ghost gun.

SENATOR KAPLAN: So t hrough you,
M. President, |I'mnore than happy to supply you
with actually diagrans that clearly illustrates
this. That it's not just the four holes; this is
a piece that intentionally is being used to put
together to produce a firearm

SENATCR AMEDORE: M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR KAPLAN: Yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR AMEDORE: So under this
bill would a Iawabiding citizen be able to
possess an unfinished frane or receiver?

SENATCOR KAPLAN: So there's a
conmpanion bill with my bill, Senator Hoyl man's
bill, that allows a gunsmth to get a license to
put this together and nake it into a firearm
whi ch woul d al so require themto put a
regi stration nunber on it -- a serial nunber on
it and register it.

Peopl e who actually try to get on
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t he web and purchase these kits are peopl e who
are trying to go beyond getting a background
check and al so not to have firearnms that are
traceabl e, nmeaning not to have firearns that have
a serial nunber.

SENATCR AMEDORE: M. President,
will the sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the

sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAPLAN: | woul d.

M. President, | would Iike to ask
M. -- Senator Anedore a question.

SENATOR AMEDORE: No, | -- | have

the privilege of the floor to ask her a question.
She vyi el ds.

SENATOR KAPLAN: M. President, |'m
happy to take this question, and then I'd like to
ask hima question.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor yields to you, Senator Anedore. But
foll owing the answer, would you yield to a
guestion post that?

SENATCOR AMEDORE: Yeah, | have
ot her questions that | still have to ask.

Wuld this crimnalize countl ess
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New Yorkers who currently possess various parts
and pieces of a firearmthat would be consi dered
unfini shed?

SENATOR KAPLAN: No, it would just
require themto get licensed, to get the serial
nunber on them and to have them regi stered.

SENATOR AMEDORE: So t hrough you,
M. President, so an individual, a New Yorker can
purchase parts and pieces, possess them w thout
any crimnal aspect, charges or being -- or
having a threat of being charged of a crinme, to
bring themto a gunsnmth who's |icensed to put
them together, the parts and pieces, that then
woul d nake it -- | guess what you would think to
be | egal .

SENATOR KAPLAN: So, Senat or
Anedore --

SENATOR AMEDORE: So ny question is
can they possess these pieces, these parts and
pi eces, any consumer in the State of New York?

SENATOR KAPLAN: Thr ough you,

M. President, the short answer is no. The
reason, for purposes of ny bill and
Senator Hoylman's bill, is to make sure that

peopl e who are purchasing these kits are going to

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2814

go ahead and get a serial nunber for those guns
and have them regi stered.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,

M. President --

SENATOR KAPLAN: The peopl e who are
engaging in this as a hobby are | aw abi di ng
citizens, and they're welcone to do that. And
t hey know t hat they should register and have a
serial nunber.

Based on the federal act of 1968,
the Gun Control Act, any manufacturer of firearns
and inporter of firearnms has to nmake sure there
is a serial nunber. And that's what this sinply
does.

And because it's people who are
putting these conponents together to make sure
that they are going through the sane process and
go through a background check and registering
them and that there is a serial nunber that
hel ps the | aw enforcenent to be able to trace
t hose guns to their origin.

M. President, I'd like to ask
Senat or Anedore a questi on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The

sponsor has the floor and she's asking you to
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yi el d, Senator Amedore. Do you yield to a
guestion from Senat or Kapl an?

SENATCOR AMEDORE: Not at this tine.
| still have questions to ask her.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: So
Senat or Anedore is -- does not yield.

Senat or Kapl an, you may ask himto
yield at a later tine.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,

M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:

Senat or Kapl an, do you continue to yield?

SENATOR KAPLAN: Yes,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:
Senat or Kapl an yi el ds.

SENATOR AMEDORE: | s there any
provi si on, Senator Kaplan, in your |egislation
here, your bill, that exenpts antiques, antique
firearnms?

SENATOR KAPLAN: Thr ough you,

M. President, any guns that were produced prior
to 1968, and antique guns, are excluded. And

that's Senator Hoylman's bill, not ny bill.
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SENATOR AMEDORE: | "' mtal ki ng about
this bill.

SENATOR KAPLAN: That's why they're
conpanion bills. No, it's not inny bill, it's
inhis bill.

M ne sinply deals with possession,
and Senator Hoylman's bill deals with serial

nunber and regi stration.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,
M. President, will the sponsor continue to
yi el d?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAPLAN: Yes,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AMEDORE: So are you saying
that those antique receivers or frames soneone
may possess -- maybe even a World War |1
veteran -- who have them would they then --
those Wrld War Il veterans with an antique
firearm would they now becone a potential felon
for possessing a firearmin this legislation, in

this bill?

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2817

SENATOR KAPLAN: Thr ough you,

M. President. M bill just deals with
possessi on of the unfinished receivers and
frames, which are intentionally left inconplete
because it falls short of the federal regulation
and New York State | aw.

|f these are ones that were nade
prior to 1968, they are exenpt.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thr ough you,

M. President --

SENATOR KAPLAN: And they're al so
finished guns, they're not parts of the gun to be
put toget her.

SENATOR AMEDORE: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor yiel d?

SENATOR KAPLAN: Yes,

M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR AMEDORE: You made
reference to Senator Hoylman's bill which you
are -- it's a conpanion bill and you' re cosponsor

to. So is there a Assenbly sponsor on that bill
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that you keep referring to?

SENATOR KAPLAN: Thr ough you,
M. President, yes, there is.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Thank you.

Through you, M. President, will the
sponsor continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR KAPLAN: Yes,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCR AMEDORE: | haven't found
t hat Assenbly sponsor of that bill. But we're
tal ki ng about your bill.

SENATOR KAPLAN: There is a nenber,
Assenbl ynmenber, they're not just identical.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Senat or Kapl an,
do you recogni ze that the Attorney Ceneral --

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are you
aski ng the sponsor to yield, Senator Anedore?

SENATOR AMEDORE: W1l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: WIIl the

sponsor vyiel d?

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2819

SENATOR KAPLAN: Yes,
M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATOR AMEDORE: Do you recogni ze
that the Attorney CGeneral announced an agreenent
with 17 online dealers not to sell any of these
types of parts or pieces to the residents of
New York? So is that agreenent toothless?

SENATOR KAPLAN: Thr ough you,

M. President, that is actually an announcenent
that our Attorney CGeneral Tish James nmade, which
stopped -- went after and had sone of -- 17
ghost -gun websites stop selling to New York
because it actually violated SAFE Act | aw.

W are here as a body and we can
pass | egislation and make sure that we're doing
everything for our communities in ternms of
keepi ng t hem saf e.

SENATOR AMEDORE: W11l the sponsor
continue to yield?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Does the
sponsor continue to yield?

SENATOR KAPLAN: Yes,

M. President.
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ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
sponsor Yyi el ds.

SENATCOR AMEDORE: Who woul d
determ ne what is considered an unfinished frane
or receiver, if soneone is in possession of it?

SENATOR KAPLAN: Thr ough you,

M. President, finished frames or receivers have
a serial nunber. The unfinished franmes or
receivers do not have a serial nunber, as

determ ned by federal |aw.

SENATOR AMEDORE: On the bill.

SENATOR KAPLAN: M. President, |
want to ask a question from Senat or Anedore.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Amedore, do you yield to a question from
Senat or Kapl an?

SENATOR AMEDORE: Il will yield to
the polite Senator.

SENATOR KAPLAN: Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Amedor e yi el ds.

SENATOR KAPLAN: So, Senat or
Amedore, if a gun was found to have been used in
the comm ssion of a crine and that gun was found

to have its serial nunber physically renoved or
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altered, would you consider that a probl en?

SENATOR AMEDORE: Is it an illegal
gun? Is it a street gun? 1Is it a stolen gun?
s it a permtted firearn®?

SENATOR KAPLAN: Thr ough you,

M. President, by |law any alteration or renova
of a serial nunber is against the | aw

SENATOR AMEDORE: Senat or Kapl an,
there is no -- there's not a law out there that's
going to prevent soneone of scratching off and
anyone coul d scratch off a serial nunber on any
part of a firearmif they so choose to.

SENATOR KAPLAN: | think the lawis
very clear in stating that every gun shoul d have
a serial nunmber and it should be registered.

And that brings me to ny point:

What is the difference between having a gun
that's finished, with a serial nunber, or having
an 80 percent gun that gets delivered to you, you
put it together, and that doesn't have a seri al
number ?

SENATCR AMEDORE: M. President, on
the bill.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Anmedore on the bill.
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SENATOR AMEDORE: Thank you,

Senat or Kapl an, for answering the questions. And
| do believe you have the heart to try to keep
your constituents and serve themthe best you
can.

But we're tal king about | aw abi di ng
citizens here who, if they so choose to go and
purchase a part -- a piece, a stock, a receiver,
a trigger, a spring, a nuzzle, a barrel, a sight,
a forearm a magazine or any part of a firearm--
arail, arack, any part of a firearmthat is not
together -- and many |aw abiding citizens in this
great State of New York who are sportsnmen, sports
ent husi asts, who may just go target practice or
conpetition shoot or hunt or have just the neans
of a safety protocol that they believe is safe to
dismantle their firearnms -- and within those
parts and pieces, if any one part of that firearm
does not have an identification or serial nunber
that the sponsor continues to reference and it is
not together, form ng or maki ng the shape of a
firearm-- when | read this bill, | see sonme very
gray areas and | believe it could be an overreach
of our constitutional rights.

Because soneone may have sone
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parts -- an enthusiast, an antique collector,
someone who has an antique that may not have a
serial nunber because it's so old and it's -- and
there's parts and pieces there. This bill, as
it's drafted, would and coul d nake t hat

| aw- abi ding citizen now a felon or have a
crimnal record, someone who has gone through
rigorous hours of firearmtraining, progranm ng
of -- and education of how to dismantle and put
together, howto clean, how to safely store, how
to handl e and respect a firearm

And because it's dismantl ed, whether
it's a frame or whether it's a receiver, whether
it's a pistol grip or a forearm-- there's many
conmponents that nake a firearm And | think what
t he good Senator is trying to do is tal k about
ghost guns, but this bill makes no nention of
ghost guns. There's not even the word "ghost" in
this bill.

And that's why | asked the
guestions, because | know of -- whether it's
Senat or Kapl an or nyself, we have many
constituents who do possess these various
conponents. And whet her they're together,

whether it has a hole that's drilled in it,
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predrilled or not, whether it's sonmeone who is
crafty and wants to put together a -- you know,
the pieces that they purchased, this bill I'm
afraid woul d make that | aw abiding citizen now a
potential felon. | don't think that that's the
intent that Senator Kaplan has, but the way this
bill is drafted and witten, it nost certainly
descri bes that case.

And so | don't see a carve-out for
antique receivers or frames. | don't see --
which then really could nake potentially our
veterans who fought in foreign wars, who may have
t hese parts and pieces, now a crimnal.

And yes, the Attorney General has
announced an agreenment with nmultiple online
dealers. And yes, the State of New York has the
SAFE Act. And you can't even go online today to
buy really anything that deals with firearns, not
anmunition or not even a firearm They all have
to go through an FFL dealer, a licensed firearm
deal er, in any purchase you make in the State of
New Yor k today.

So | don't think that this bill is
necessary. | think that the conpanion bill that

she references, Senator Kaplan references with
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Senat or Hoyl man, tal ks nore specifically about
ghost guns, and this bill does not. And I
believe that this is an overreach to our

Second Anmendnent and to many | aw abi ding citizens
in the State of New York

And because of that, | will be
voting in the negative. Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Are there
any ot her Senators wi shing to be heard?

Seei ng and heari ng none, debate is
cl osed.

The Secretary will ring the bell.

Read the | ast section.

THE SECRETARY: Section 5. This
act shall take effect on the 120th day after it
shal | have becone a | aw

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Call the
roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Gaughran to explain his vote.

SENATOR GAUGHRAN: Thank you,

M. President.
And | want to thank Senator Kapl an

for a very thoughtful and very inportant piece of
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| egi sl ation, and our coll eague Assenbl yrman
Chuck Lavine, who I knowis carrying this in the
Assenbl y.

VWhat | believe we are really talking
about today is the fact that we have crimnals
who, in order to evade the gun |laws that we now
have in this state and other parts of this
country, are using the internet to assenble guns.
You go on the internet, a whole bunch of
different sites, and get these howto guides to
make a gun, to make a very powerful gun that
could kill a lot of people.

So what we're doing today is sinply
another act to try to save sone lives here in New
York State. And | guarantee the passage of this
bill is going to save sonme |ives. And, you know,
sonme of those |ives are going to be children
sone of those lives could be nmom and dads.

And t hese guns have killed folks
across the country. These guns have killed brave
police officers working in the line of duty to
protect us.

So I"mvery supportive of this bill,
but I also just want to nmention that it is naned

after Scott Beigel. Scott Beigel was a teacher
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and a coach at Parkland Hi gh School in Florida --
no, | mean at Marjorie Stoneman Dougl as

Hi gh School in Parkland, Florida, | have to
correct that. And he's sonmebody who |ived near
where | |ived.

| never nmet him | net his nom and
dad, who have done sone wonderful things in
fighting for this very inportant effort to try to
save lives. And |'ve also net sonme of the young
peopl e that he taught, that he coached -- young
peopl e who have al so been inspired by himand are
al so active every day in the street to try to
fight to make sure that we are saving |ives.

So | very much again thank the
sponsor, and the Majority Leader for bringing
this bill forward, and | vote in the affirmative.

Thank you, M. President.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Senat or
Gaughran to be recorded in the affirmative.

Senat or Krueger to explain her vote.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you very
much, M. President.

Well, | did enjoy that debate. And
| want to thank Senator Kaplan for bringing this

bill to us. | amproud to support it.
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| also think there was an
intentional attenpt to obfuscate during the
debate. And everyone has the right to debate on
what ever they wish to on the floor, | strongly
believe in that, but | do feel that sone people
m ght be confused if they had attenpted to listen
to the back-and-forth.

And again, as | think Senator
Gaughran just articulated very clearly, there's a
very specific purpose for this bill. It is to
address a real and growi ng issue in our state.
It has nothing to do with veterans of foreign
wars having antique guns. It has really nothing
to do with law abiding citizens who have guns.

Even the statement that was nade,
wel |, anybody could take the |I.D. nunbers and |
guess wear themoff the gun or drill themoff --
that, by definition, is people who don't want to
be caught with guns that they have or have nmade
out of pieces that they know are illegal,
probably for illegal activities.

Because we do have clear gun laws in
this state for nost purposes. And as was pointed
out over and over again, there is federal

established | aw here. And we are just trying to
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keep up with the disturbing behaviors that sone
people will do when they can to get thensel ves
illegal guns, even by building themup from

pi eces in their hone, ordering themonline.

So | do want to just say thank you
to Senator Kaplan for bringing this bill. It's
an excellent bill, and | hope it can go into | aw
as soon as possible.

Thank you. | vote yes.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:

Senat or Krueger to be recorded in the
affirmati ve.

Senat or Kaplan to explain her vote.

SENATOR KAPLAN: Thank you,

M. President.

| want to thank Senator Amedore for
his questions and for the debate on this bill. |
al so just want to clarify a couple of things.

My bill clearly deals -- and it's
very clear on its face -- deals with a piece of
mat eri al that has been shaped for the purposes of
a frane or a receiver that can easily be finished
with a few holes. It is not about different
parts and citizens, |aw abiding citizens, being

hel d responsi ble for having different parts.
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These kits arrive in people's hones
clearly with one intention, for themto be
assenbl ed and nade into a firearmw t hout any
serial nunmber on them and wi thout them having to
regi ster them and bypassi ng the background check.
That's as sinple as it gets.

Furt hernore, Everytown had done a
study that -- a gun safety study of 114 federal
prosecutions showi ng ghost guns or unfinished
recei ver guns, and found that nearly half of the
def endant s woul d not have passed a crinm na
background check. People who purchase these do
t hem on pur pose because they cannot obtain guns
| egal ly.

M. President, it is really a great
day today. It is a great day because today we
come together to work and do the work of the
peopl e who sent us here to represent them And
t he people who sent nme here are no different.
They did so because they expected ne to pass
commonsense | aws that woul d work and keep our
communities safer. And that's what we are doing.

| rise proudly to sponsor this bill,
along with nmy partner, Senator Hoyl man, because

the Scott J. Beigel Unfinished Receiver Act has a
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very sinple purpose, to close a dangerous

| oophol e that |ets untraceabl e weapons fall into
t he hands of people who woul d ot herwi se be unabl e
to obtain themlegally.

Here in New York, we have passed
sonme of the strongest gun safety laws in the
nation, and we did it with the support of our
residents, residents who are sick and tired of
t he epidem c of gun violence that they're seeing
across this nation. But sonetinmes even those
strong | aws have their weakness, and today we're
going to fix that.

Under federal law, it is perfectly
legal to sell a nostly conpl eted receiver that
j ust about anyone can turn into a gun like an
AR-15 in a few single -- sinple steps. The
process can take as |little as an hour, and there
are YouTube videos that wal k you through every
step. By the tine the video is over, you' ve got
yoursel f an untraceable AR-15 with no records, no
serial nunmber, and you never had to go through a
background check to get it.

I f you think this sounds |like an
egregi ous end run around our well-intentioned gun

safety laws, you're not alone. Wen asked his
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feelings on the topic of 80 percent unfinished
receivers back in Septenber, Tom King, the
presi dent of the New York State Rifle and Pistol
Associ ation, said the follow ng, and |I quote:
"The 80 percent guns are providing a way for
prohi bited people to buy a firearm™" referring to
peopl e who don't have a gun permt or are
ot herwi se prohibited from possessing a gun.

He went on to explain that
sel f -assenbl ed guns provide a way for conpetition
shooters to make a customfitted firearm but
t hat such weapons shoul d have serial nunbers and
be regi stered because, in his words: "It appears
what was neant to be sonmething for conpetitive
shooters and serious shooters to build their own
unique firearmmay be turning into a crim nal
enterprise.”

So to recap, we have a probl emthat
is universally recognized by the head of the
New York State Rifle and Pistol Association --
who again, | nentioned earlier, is also an NRA
board nmenber -- every nmjor |aw enforcenent
organi zati on around the state, every major gun
safety organi zation around the state and the

country, our own State Attorney General, and
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countl ess residents across ny district and the
entire state.

And today we have the opportunity,
with this sinmple bill, to fix this problem and
make our communities safer. | believe that's the
definition of a conmonsense | aw.

|"mespecially proud to carry this
bill because this bill also pays tribute to a
true hero. Scott J. Beigel senselessly lost his
life to gun violence at Marjorie Stoneman Dougl as
Hi gh School in Parkland, Florida, on February 14,
2018. Scott was a hero, an MSD teacher who gave
his life to heroically protect his students.

| dedicated this legislation to
Scott's honor and his nenory because | know this
bill will save lives just like Scott did. And I
dedicated this legislation to Scott as a rem nder
to all of us just what's at stake here.

We know t hat when we don't take
action to strengthen our gun safety | aws, our
communities are | ess safe, our schools are | ess
safe, our famlies are |l ess safe. And
unfortunately, there are too nmany parents in this
country who lay their head down on a tear-stained

pill ow each night, w shing soneone had done

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2834

sonet hi ng, someone had taken sonme action.

Well, I"'mhere to say there are many
here who stand to take those actions, to ensure
our comrunities are safer by passihg commonsense
laws |i ke the Scott J. Beigel Unfinished Receiver
Act and the José Wbster Untraceabl e Firearns
Act .

First and forenost, | would like to
t hank our | eader, Andrea Stewart-Cousins, for
al ways ensuring that the safety of our
comunities is paranount and that we're passing
good | aws that are responsive to the needs of our
residents.

And | want to thank Senator Brad
Hoyl man for his tireless work on gun viol ence
prevention | egislation, going back for years, and
for his partnership on this |egislative package
t oday.

And nost inportantly, thank you to
Li nda Bei gel Schul man and M chael Schul man,
Scott's parents, who propelled this issue forward
wi th raw honesty and humanity and unendi ng | ove
for their son Scott. This is a victory for every
resident in the State of New York, and | could

not have done this without their effort. Thank
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you, Linda and M chael .

M. President, | proudly vote aye.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY:
Senat or Kaplan to be recorded in the affirnmative.

Announce the results.

THE SECRETARY: In relation to
Cal endar Nunber 1016, those Senators voting in
t he negative are Senators Akshar, Anedore,
Borrell o, Boyle, Funke, Gallivan, Giffo,
Hel mi ng, Jordan, Lanza, LaValle, Little, O Mara,
Ott, Ranzenhofer, Ritchie, Robach, Serino,
Seward and Tedi sco.

Ayes, 40. Nays, 20.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The bi |
i s passed.

Senat or Krueger, that conpletes the
readi ng of the controversial cal endar.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
M. President. | believe there are severa
privileged resolutions at the desk. Pl ease take
t hese up.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution

3299, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, amendi ng Senate
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Resol ution R2144 of 2019 establishing a plan
setting forth an item zed list of grantees for
the New York State Econom c Devel opnent
Assi stance Program establ i shed pursuant to an
appropriation in the 2008-2009 state fiscal year
and in Part QQ of Chapter 57 of the Laws of 2008
relating to such item zed |list of grantees.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
3300, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, establishing a
plan setting forth a methodol ogy for allocating
certain appropriations for the 2020-2021 state
fiscal year for services and expenses related to
Lyne and tick-borne di sease education and
research; such plan shall be subject to the
approval of the Tenporary President of the Senate

and the Director of the Budget and thereafter
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shall be included in a resolution calling for the
expendi ture of such nonies, which resolution nust
be approved by a majority vote of all nenbers
el ected to the Senate upon a roll call vote.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
3301, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, establishing a
plan setting forth an item zed |ist of grantees
for a certain appropriation for the 2020-2021
state fiscal year for grants-in-aid for
school - based health centers, as required by a
plan setting forth an item zed |ist of grantees
with the amobunt to be received by each, or the
nmet hodol ogy for allocating such appropriation.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.
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(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

THE SECRETARY: Senat e Resol ution
3302, by Senator Stewart-Cousins, establishing a
plan setting forth a nmethodol ogy for allocating
certain appropriations for the 2020-2021 state
fiscal year for services and expenses related to
sickle cell research and treatnent.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
guestion is on the resol ution.

Call the roll.

(The Secretary called the roll.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: Announce
the results.

THE SECRETARY: Ayes, 60.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
resolution is adopt ed.

Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

M. President, the Senate will now

stand at ease and then at sonme point conme back

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2839

for nom nations.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BAI LEY: The
Senate stands at ease.

(Wher eupon, the Senate stood at ease
at 5:15 p.m)

(Wher eupon, the Senate reconvened at
5:32 p.m)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
Senate will cone to order.

Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: M. President, is
there a report of the Judiciary Commttee at the
desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is areport of the Judiciary Conmttee at the
desk.

The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Hoyl man,
fromthe Commttee on Judiciary, offers the
fol |l owi ng nom nati ons.

As Judges of the Court of C ains:
Veronica G Hummel, Honorable Charles M Troia,
Honor abl e Adrian N. Arnstrong, and Adam W
Si | ver man.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
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Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.
Pl ease recogni ze Senat or Bail ey.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Bai | ey.

SENATOR BAI LEY: Thank you,

M. President.

| rise in support -- | wll be
nmovi ng the nom nations of all the judges, but |
want to recogni ze one of the specific judges
that's being nomnated to the Court of d ains,
Judge Adrian Arnmstrong.

You know, there was a conversation
and | was on the other side of some good-natured
hunmor about ny basketball skills. And the reason
for that was that |I've known Judge Arnstrong for
gquite sone time. You see, sonetinmes in this
chanber we get to have conversations about people
that we've professionally known and that we've
run into or we've tried cases in front of. |[|'ve
known Judge Adrian Arnmstrong since | was about
eight or nine years old. And that's because he
ran a basketbal |l tournanment in ny nei ghborhood
called Varsity Sports.

And you can | ook at Adrian
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Arnstrong' s resume and you can |l ook at his tine
inthe City Court, you can |look at his ability to
teach and you can |l ook at all of the things that
he's done in the comunity -- but what's not on
his resune are the things that I'mgoing to
articulate to you.

That out of his own pocket in the
Nor t heast Bronx, he recognized that there was a
need for kids to be able to have certain

activities, and he founded an organi zation called

Varsity Sports. And Varsity Sports was -- it was
a basketball |eague that allowed a | ot of
i ndi viduals to play basketball, because we had a

t our nanents uptown. And there was a tournanent
that only the best players were allowed into.
M. President, | wasn't allowed in that

t our nanent .

Varsity Sports, while it had sone
really good players, was a place where kids that
| oved to play basketball could do so. And again,
it wasn't because of a 501(c)(3) or an
organi zation, it was because of now Judge Adrian
Arnstrong's desire to fund this program out of
his own pocket. That speaks to the breadth of

who he is as a person and in the Judiciary
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Commi tt ee.

And nmaybe he wasn't the best
basket bal | coach, because | ook at nme. But Adrian
Arnstrong was quite a skilled basketball player
at Evander Childs H gh School, and he went on to
| aw school and then to be a |l aw clerk for nany
years in the Bronx and in Manhatt an.

And when he got to Mount Vernon
City Court, | was a newy admtted attorney, and
| appeared in front of Judge Armstrong, sonebody
who | had known pretty much ny entire life, nore
or less -- and Judge Arnstrong treated ne just
i ke he would treat any other attorney. That
tells you a | ot about who he is as a person and
about why he's the type of judge that we need in
the Court of O ains.

Judge Arnstrong has done sone
incredible things with the adol escent
diversion -- the Diversion Part. He believes in
restorative justice, not just as a tal king point,
but he actually lives it. Because if you see him
inthe Cty of Mount Vernon -- Munt Vernon is
but so big. It's a great city of four square
mles, and in that four square mles you kind of

run into everybody. And when | run into the
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j udge, he's seeing people that have appeared
before himand they're havi ng conversati ons about
the progress that's being nade.

Adrian Arnmstrong cares about the
people in the Gty of Mount Vernon and in the
State of New York as well, M. President.

He al so presides over sonething --
over a Drug Court Part, where he gives
alternatives to incarceration through the ability
to put individuals through a program And
there's a young man who conmes back to speak at
every Drug Court graduation that tal ks about how
Judge Arnstrong saved his life. And this young
man can recount the nunber of days that he's been
cl ean and sober. And that's due to that young
man's will, but the opportunity that Judge Adrian
Arnstrong has given to himand so many ot her
i ndi vi dual s have been not hi ng short of
remar kabl e.

He resides in Munt Vernon with his
three children, who are all grown, but they are
still incredibly proud of him

And t he reason why | know Judge
Arnstrong is because he's a chil dhood friend of

my uncle. You know, and ny uncle -- my Uncle Lee
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is very proud of himas well.

A boy fromthe Bronx who noved to
Mount Vernon to do great things -- Judge
Arnstrong, | salute you. And |I amincredibly
excited that you will be sitting on the Court of
Cl ai ms, because you're exactly the type of person
that we need in our state's judiciary.

Wth that being said, | will nove
t he other nom nations forward for the Court of
Cl ai ns.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Leader
Andrea Stewart-Cousins on the nom nati ons.

SENATOR STEWART- COUSI NS: Thank
you. Thank you, M. President.

And it's really -- really an honor
to be able to nove all of these wonderful judges.
And Senator Bailey, | was -- had the opportunity
to speak with nom nee Adrian Arnstrong, and |
told himhow proud you were of him and he said
he was equal |y proud of you.

And of course being a Wstchester
person nyself, | know him and I know he'll be a
tremendous asset. But, you know, thank you for
your passionate words.

| did have the opportunity to speak
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wi th al so Honorabl e Judge Troia, as well as Adam
Silverman, and all of these nom nees are going to
be trenendous for our state.

| personally, though, wanted to
speak of my constituent, who | had the privilege
of recommending for this position on the Court of
Clainms -- and | just want to thank the Governor
for all of his choices, and certainly for this
choice, and that is Veronica Hunmel

So Veronica was raised right here in
Al bany, and she went to Al bany Law. And she went
to Al bany Law on a full schol arship. She
recei ved her LLM degree of the academ c study of
| aw from Col unbi a Law School, where she was the
associ ate editor of the Col unbia Business Law
Revi ew.

She's had a 30-year career, and
she's done everything fromclerking for a judge
on the highest court in the State of Miine; she
wor ked for years as a court attorney with judges
in New York County, in the Suprene Courts,
handling both crimnal and civil law. Over
decades in the courtroom she's worked in a
variety of types of lawsuits, from conmercia

l[itigation to zoning |laws and everything in

Ki rkl and Reporting Service




© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N NN N NN P R PR R R R R R R
gag A W N P O © 0o N oo 0o M~ W N -+ O

2846

bet ween.

I n addi tion, Veronica Hummel has
litigated cases in state and federal court while
in private practice. She was well-respected in a
Manhattan |aw firm

| know her, though, as ny
constituent and, yes, as a great attorney, as
sonmeone who has trained for the judgeship in
every facet of her life.

But | know her as a committed
comunity resident who is where she is needed
every chance she gets, whether it's working with
a nursing school or, during this COVID pandemi c,
goi ng out of her way day after day, week after
week, to make sure hungry nei ghbors in
West chester -- and yes, there are hungry
nei ghbors in Westchester -- were fed.

She worked with Feedi ng West chester
as well as the Hillside Qutreach Food Pantry.
She delivered food and she inspired others to
contribute and give of thenselves. Because of
what she did | naned her, as | did with sone
ot her outstanding constituents, a "COVID Hero."

So as | said, she -- just like you

wer e tal king about Adrian Arnstrong, sonebody who
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gi ves nore than you woul d expect and nore than
frankly you would think they would have the tine
to give or even the wherewithal or the desire.
But Veroni ca Hunmel is one such person.

So that being said, Veronica's skil
set, her dedication, her conm tnent, her
t enperanent, her conpassion, her passion for this
work will make her an outstandi ng judge.

So | want to congratul ate her and |
want to congratul ate her husband, Peter Kol bert,
and her three sons, and know that she will serve
us extraordinarily well on the Court of C ains.

Congr at ul ati ons.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: Senat or
Mayer on the nomi nation.

SENATOR MAYER: Thank you,

M. President.

And | rise to support these
nom nations to an extrenely inportant judgeship
for all of us -- for those of us who are
attorneys, but really nore inportant, for the
t housands of litigants who appear before judges
of the Court of Clains who sit in other courts of

our state -- in Suprene Court, in County Court,
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in Famly Court -- and do the work of the judges.

And | want to, one, congratul ate
Adrian Arnstrong, as someone who represents the
best of our judiciary and the needed diversity
that we nust see anong those that are judges.

| also want to speak in favor of ny
friend al so, as the |eader did, Veronica Hunmel
who |I'mvery, very pleased to see is being
nom nat ed and has been nom nated by our | eader
and chosen by the Governor for this prestigious
posi tion.

Two things strike nme as very
i nportant to note about N cky, as we call her.
One, as a principal court attorney, she really
under st ands the nature of judging, making
deci si ons, maki ng thoughtful decisions that wll
be uphel d on appeal, that are right on the |aw,
that are right on justice. And that is the kind
of experience that | think will serve al
litigants well.

And the second point that the | eader
made is her work as an individual, really a
rather fearless individual. And during the
hei ght of the COVID epidem c in our conmunity,

saw that she was going not to serve collectively
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| arge groups of people, as | did and many of ny
col | eagues on both sides of the aisle did, but to
go to people's houses who didn't have food.

And | called her up and | said,

"Ni cky, how did you get the addresses and know of
t hese individuals who need the food?" And she
said she went to the Hillside Food Pantry and

t hey gave her the names and addresses.

And | would point out that she's a
white woman, she went throughout our
comunities -- Sout hwest Yonkers, Munt Vernon,
Peekskill, she didn't care. She went where
peopl e needed food, to their hones, knocked on
t heir doors, because she knew it was the right
thing to do, they were dependent on it.

She is that kind of person who
believes in her m ssion, she believes in justice.
She is not cowed or swayed by those who nmay try
to talk her out of it, she does what is right.
And that is why | know she will be an excell ent
j udge, a judge of the highest integrity and
intelligence, and the kind of judge we need to
see in the Court of O ains.

|"m proud to support her nom nati on.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
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Senat or Ranpbs on the nom nati ons.
SENATOR RAMOS: Thank you,
M. President, for allowing nme to address the
Governor's nom nations for the Court of O ains.
| want to begin ny remarks by
congratul ating the nom nees. |It's clear that

t hey' ve worked hard, and it's ny hope that they

will serve with honor and nake our justice system
better.

However, | cannot be supportive of
those nom nations and I will be voting agai nst

t hem because | feel very strongly that these

nom nations don't go far enough in addressing the
diversity that we need to see on the bench in the
State of New YorKk.

Unfortunately, only 7 percent of
judges in the State of New York are of Latinx
descent, and the numbers are even worse for those
who are Asi an-Anericans. W deserve
representation in a justice systemthat so
frequently takes advantage of us, crimnalizes
us, and punishes us. W need to be seen on the
bench as wel|.

And in fact, | have here with ne a

bi nder with several resumes of qualified,
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tal ented attorneys and judges from Queens County
who shoul d be considered for the Court of C ains
and beyond, including one Latinx attorney who had
al ready been considered for the Court of Cains
but is yet to be call ed.

W can do better than this. And |
want to thank specifically the Latino Lawers
Associ ati on of Queens County, the South Asian and
| ndo- Cari bbean Bar Associ ation of Queens, and the
Asi an Anerican Bar Association of New York, who
hel ped ne put this together in a few m nutes
yest er day.

| believe that the Governor's office
is quite capabl e of naking these same phone calls
and getting this sane information, not just from
Queens County but fromevery single county across
our great state.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
guestion is on the nom nations of Veronica
Hunmel , Charles Troia, Adrian Arnstrong, and Adam
Silverman. Al in favor say aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed?
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(Response of "Nay.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
nom nees are confirned.

Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you.

On receiving the request of nore
than five nenbers, the negative votes will be
recorded in the Journal. Any Senator wi shing to
vote in the negative on any nom nees this evening
pl ease inform Majority or Mnority counsel staff
wi th your votes.

Thank you.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: It is
so ordered.

Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you. One
nmonent .

|s there a report of the Finance
Comm ttee at the desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is a report of the Finance Conmittee at the desk.
The Secretary will read.

THE SECRETARY: Senat or Krueger,
fromthe Commttee on Finance, reports the

fol |l owi ng nom nati ons.
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As Maj or Ceneral of the New York
Arny National Guard: Brigadier General M chael
A. Natali.

As Chair of the G vil Service
Comm ssion: Lol a Brabham

As Chair of the SUNY Board of
Trustees: Merryl Tisch.

As nmenbers of the SUNY Board of
Trustees: Camlle Varlack, Janes Haddon, and
Marcos A. Crespo.

As Chair of the Urban Devel opnent
Cor poration: Steven Cohen.

As nmenbers of the Financial Contro
Board: Steven Cohen, Bill Thonpson, and
Rossana Rosado.

As nmenbers of the New York State
Bridge Authority: Lou Lanza, M chael O Brien
Ilan G| bert, Joan McDonal d, Al exander Berardi
Maria Bruni, and Colin Jarvis.

As nmenbers of the Niagara Frontier
Transportation Authority: Jennifer Persico,
Reverend Mark Blue, and Steven Tucker.

As nmenbers of the Ogdensburg Bridge
and Port Authority: Toni Kennedy,

Jenni fer Quirk-Pickman, Nicole Termnelli,
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Megan Wi tton, and Vernon "Sani' Burns.

As nmenbers of the O ynpic Regional
Devel opnent Authority: Kelly Cumm ngs,
Betty Little, Diane Munro, Elinor Tatum and
Thomas Keegan.

As nmenbers of the Behavioral Health
Servi ces Advisory Council: denn Liebnman, Chacku
Mat hai, M chael Oth, Carlee Hul sizer, Brianna
Gower, Debra Pantin, lan Shaffer, Yiu Ng, David
Wbodl ock, Kerry Whel an- Megl ey, Patrick Seche,
Constance Wl le, and Hilda Rosario Escher.

As a nmenber of the Stewart Airport
Comm ssion: Roger Higgins.

As nmenbers of the Mnority Health
Council: Ngozi Mses, Cuillernmo Chacon,
LaRay Brown, Tandra LaG one, Mecca (Santana)
Mtchell, Luis Freddy Ml ano, Diann Holt, and
Hel en Arteaga Landaverde.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:
Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,
M. President.

On behal f of the Finance Committee
and the other commttees who intervi ewed nom nees

during the course of this week, | just want to
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congratulate all 52 who are listed and we j ust
heard their nanes.

Only one of themis a paid enployee,
Lol a Brabham who will now becone the offici al
commi ssi oner of the Departrment of Civil Service,
al t hough she's actually been working as the
acting comm ssioner for an extended period of
tinme.

But | don't want to give short
shrift to any of the people who the Governor
nom nat ed and went through the process of being
interviewed and reviewed and vetted and have made
a commtnment to do inportant public service work
for the people of New York

So despite the enpty chanber, | do
want to recognize all of themfor the comm tnent
they are showing to the State of New York for
agreeing to take on very often challenging jobs
that you get very little attention or credit for
and you don't get paid for -- and yet we have
endl ess New Yorkers willing to stand up and try
to do the right thing for our state, even in
difficult tinmes like this. So | just wanted to
show t he appreciation of the Senate for all of

t hem
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| don't believe we have anyone el se
speaking on it, so now | nove the nonm nations to

the floor of all 52 names that were just read

out .

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
guestion is on the nomnations. All in favor say
aye.

(Response of "Aye.")

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N:

Opposed?

(No response.)

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: The
nom nees are confirned.

Senat or Krueger.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Thank you,

M. President.

| s there any further business at the
desk?

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: There
is no further business at the desk.

SENATOR KRUEGER: Wl |, then,
nove to adjourn subject to the call of the
Tenporary President, intervening days being
| egi sl ati ve days.

ACTI NG PRESI DENT BENJAM N: On
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notion, the Senate stands adjourned subject to
the call of the Tenporary President, intervening
days being | egislative days.

(Wher eupon, at 5:53 p.m, the Senate

adj our ned.)
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